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Conversation #3: President Kennedy and Robert Lovett 

President: Hello. 

Mr. Lovett: Hello. 

President: Hello, Mr. Lovett, how are you? 

Mr. Lovett: Yes, Mr. President. 

President: Sorry to bother you. 

Mr. Lovett: That is alright, sir. 

President: I just got the draft of the [General Lucius] Clay Report. Have you seen it yet? 

Mr. Lovett: No, sir, I haven't. They phoned me and said they were sending it up airmail 
special to Locust Valley tomorrow and I'm to read it there. 

President: I see, fine. Well, I wanted to, uh, they are not going to make any final decision 
on it are they tomorrow? 

Mr. Lovett: I don't know. I think they are going to try to clear it at that meeting which is 
called tomorrow. 

President: Right. 

Mr. Lovett: And I understood from [General] Lucius [Clay] then were to turn it into you 
the following week. 
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President: I see. Well, I got a . . . they sent over a draft tonight. The only a . . . I didn't 
want them to, uh, I would be reluctant to have them approve it until you've 
read it and I had a chance to talk to you about some of the matters which I 
would think would be, uh, make our problem of getting this program through 
more difficult. The way this . . . In short, the way it's now it looks pretty much 
like an attack on the program and even though there, uh, and I think that, a, 
therefore, it will contribute to greater difficulties in moving the program 
through. 

Mr. Lovett: I think Dave Bell, uh, I spoke to him on this aspect of it . . . 

President: Yeah. 

Mr. Lovett: . . . when I saw him a week ago . . . 

President: Yeah. 

Mr. Lovett: . . . and I understood from the Secretary that they had changed that language. 
But not having seen it yet, I don't know whether they changed it enough. 

President: Well, now . . . when you . . . you won't see it, of course, until Saturday, will 
you? 

Mr. Lovett: I won't see it until tomorrow night. I would expect to he up tomorrow night 
and I will see it then. 

President: I see. Well, then, in other words, they will not approve anything tomorrow 
until you've read it, will they? 

Mr. Lovett: I don't think so, because the arrangement was that I would call . . . on 
Saturday . . . 

President: I see. 

Mr. Lovett: . . . before I take off for Puerto Rico. 

President: Right. I wonder if we could leave it that they would not approve it, and then 
you and I could have a conversation on Saturday morning after you've read it 
and prior to your giving any suggestions you might have on it. And then you 
could see whether you and I share the same view or concern about some of the 
provisions. 

Mr. Lovett: Alright, sir. 



4 

President: Can I get you, then, Saturday morning? 

Mr. Lovett: I'll call you, then, as soon as I get it and have a chance to read it, I will call 
you on Saturday morning, sir. 

President: Good, and that will be fine, and then perhaps you could communicated to 
them that you would like to have a chance to read it before it's finally 
approved down here. 

Mr. Lovett: I think about all . . . about all that they are going to give me is a chance to read 
it and make my comments Saturday morning. 

President: Right, right. 

Mr. Lovett: So I will read it, check with you and then make my comments. 

President: Good, fine. 

Mr. Lovett: If that's agreeable to you? 

President: Fine, that is fine. Very good indeed. 

Mr. Lovett: Alright. 

President: Good, thanks a lot. 

Mr. Lovett: Right, thank you. 




