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Conversation #4: President Kennedy and Arthur Sylvester 

President: Is it closed or open? 

Mr. Sylvester: I believe it is a closed session. 

President: What are they going to ask you about? Is it this supposed remark on Friday? 

Mr. Sylvester: Yes, they want me to bring the transcript of, uh, we keep a transcript of the 
remarks of the uh . . . 

President: What exactly did you say? 

Mr. Sylvester: I haven't got it in front of me. I didn't question their fairness at any time, so I 
have answered it tonight. We have been pressured day after day for some 
comment on the hearing, and I have refrained until last Friday, when during 
that period at the end of last week, when the thing got worse and worse. Bob 
[Robert S. McNamara] and the rest of us, we thought we would go ahead and 
make some response for a change. So they were asking the question again by 
asking me if I had any comment to make about the inaccuracies. And there 
was some conversation, and in the course of it, I made no reference to any 
Senator's personal fairness at all. I did say that it was unlikely where state 
interest was involved, and that we would get a judicial rendering because the 
Senate hearings and House hearings are not judicial procedures, and I've never 
heard of anybody who said they were. If they were, they couldn't achieve 
some of the great things they have done. [laughter] 

President: Alright. Balls, but go ahead. So then, what are you going to say? 

Mr. Sylvester: Well, that's what I said there at the, uh, I did say that reading . . . All I'm . . . 
My point is that all I did was to read from the transcript. I do have a news 
clipping from the Chicago Daily News, which I am taking with me, if they ask 
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me what is it based on, in which committee investigators are quoted in the 
direct that they have made up their minds, and this was a bad decision, and the 
quotation of the committee investigator who said what McNamara did means 
that if the Russians took the other plane, the one he turned down, and they 
would shoot down all the American planes that he selected. This is a direct 
quote. 

President: I wouldn't eat too much crow for those bastards. 

Mr. Sylvester: Well, I didn't want to. Bob [Robert S. McNamara] was insisting, uh, I didn't 
have a chance to talk to him, but he left directions that I should write a letter 
this afternoon. I wrote sort of, if you read it, it is a pretty equivocal letter. I 
didn't say that I was apologizing to him, I said that I was sorry if somebody 
interpreted the remark. And I don't believe I should, myself, and I haven't 
really any intention of doing that. I don't see where I should back water on it. 

President: Yea, just say I don't think we have had a chance to express our case. 

Mr. Sylvester: I am just going to say that the Deputy Secretary of Defense and the Secretary 
in his letter today that the thing is fragmentary, confused. That our side had 
not been brought out and, quote, a couple of these stories in which it's made us 
look very bad, which stories are attributed to committee sources. 

President: Okay, that is fine. That will be closed, won't it? Then they will come out and 
say. 

Mr. Sylvester: That the transcript will be made available, because there won't be anything 
classified. 

President: Okay, fine, righto. 




