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Biographical Note 
Heath was the Assistant for Special Studies in the Office of Education of the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare [HEW]. In this interview Heath discusses the Office of 
Education during the transition from President Dwight D. Eisenhower to President John F. 
Kennedy [JFK]; JFK’s task force for education; problems when a new leader comes in; 
working with Congress; the National Defense Education Act and other education legislation; 
JFK and the Church-State issue in education; Abraham A. Ribicoff as Secretary of HEW; 
leadership within the Office of Education; Anthony J. Celebrezze as Secretary of HEW; 
Wilbur Cohen in HEW; reorganization of HEW; various education projects; new HEW 
programs under JFK and President Lyndon B. Johnson; the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and how 
it intersected with education programs; and the transformation in how Americans viewed 
education, among other issues. 
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These electronic documents were created from transcripts available in the research room of 
the John F. Kennedy Library. The transcripts were scanned using optical character 
recognition and the resulting text files were proofread against the original transcripts. Some 
formatting changes were made. Page numbers are noted where they would have occurred at 
the bottoms of the pages of the original transcripts. If researchers have any concerns about 
accuracy, they are encouraged to visit the Library and consult the transcripts and the 
interview recordings. 
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