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Conversation #7: President Kennedy and Edith Green 

President: Hello. 

Mrs. Green: Good morning, Mr. President. 

President: Good morning, Mrs. Green, how are you? 

Mrs. Green: I am fine. 

President: Good. 

Mrs. Green: I--deeply appreciate your returning my call. 

President: Oh, no, fine, glad to talk to you. 

Mrs. Green: I read an article on the front page of the New York Times

President: I haven't seen that. [laughing] I haven't read that unpleasant piece of news. 

, which disturbed me 
very greatly this morning, in which it refers to me as a former Kennedy 
supporter. 

Mrs. Green: Well, this is not the case and I really while we have had maybe some 
differences on the education bill, certainly I think the record of the last several 
months is replete with speeches I have made across the country in support of 
your program. 

President: Oh, yea, as I said, I haven't seen that, but they are always doing all those 
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things. You and I, as I said to you that day, I am anxious to try to . . . You 
have been a great friend of mine and I don't want to have disagreement with 
you, particularly when we agree about ninety eight percent on this matter. 

Mrs. Green: Right. 

President: And it is really just a question of what represents the best way to move ahead 
on what we agree on. I saw the . . . what happened yesterday. As I say, the 
only thing that concerns me is to a . . . is perhaps that I have got a traumatic 
reaction to last year's experience, but I am anxious that we not, uh, I don't 
quite see clearly the way yet to do it. Because the problem, of course, is what 
the NEA [National Education Association] wants they won't get. The question 
is whether we can prevent them from doing what they did to us last year or 
not. 




