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Oral History Interview 

with 

WILLIAIVI B. HARTSFIELD 

J anuary 6, 1966 
..... Atlanta , Georgia 

By Charles T. Morrissey 

For the John F. Kennedy Library 

. . 

HARTSFIELD: In the fall of 1960 the sit-in demonstrations 
began all ever the South. At that time Martin 
Luther King was ass"Luning the lee.dership due 

to his famous Montgomery street car fight . The sit-ins ste.rted 
in Orangeburg, South Carolina with a group of Negro students; 
it spread all over the South. Very soon the sit-ins began 
to take place here in Atlanta • . Naturally Vie were trying to 
keep peace in the community. Yf e h e.d adopted a policy of 
decency and fairness towards the Negro people. 'Yhen the sit-ins 
began to be organized on the campuses I went out and tried to 
talk them out of it, because naturally, as mayor, I was afraid 
that any dov-mtown demonstrations would incite counter actions -
Vlould bring . out the Ku raux and their sympathizers and result 
in disorder. However, the movement would not be denied, so 
things boiled with the Negro students sitting-in; mostly at 
our largest department store. They took the position that 
since the dry goods stores solicited the Negro trade that they 
should not bar them from the lvnch counter or rest rooms. 
They also sat-in a t the 5 and 10 cent stores and since these 
were nationa l organi zations the Negro students had a pretty 
good leverage to force settlements. 

Then the thinG boiled on with more and more demonstrations 
and finally a group of Negro students, headed by Dr. martin 
Luther King, a tt empt ed to ge t service in the snank restaurant 
of H.ich' f3 Department store . Dr. King was arrested and put 
in our j ail along with certain others . That made the national 
headline s . As mayor I knew that the time had come when 
somebo dy had to step in and effect a settlement. I called the 
Negro leaders over to my office . This vms on a Saturday 
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morning and city h all rm s closed. I had to have the door 
ope:v1od 2nd the council ch2.mber prepe.red for them . So they 
piled in. Of course , the national press ~as attracted. At 
this time t hes e sit-ins ':.'ere new; they VJere grea t nens. 'dhat 
is ~ccepted today Das auite unacco~te~ then . So the nationa l 
presEJ vms there, the televj_sion peo:_:Jle--NBC, ABC-- and a ll the 
other ne~s ~edi2 ~ore all there because Dr . King at that time 
had at t~ined n2tiona l s t 2t u re . Inci~entally, the ~residential 
race vms in f ull sr1in.~ betr;een Senator r·:ennedy and Vice Pres
ident ,iRicha rd u_~7 1\ixon . 

I asked t11e I~ egro pree.chers and s tudents and those in
terested i:1. the sit-ins to meet i n the council ch2111ber ::.nd 
I a~dressed them and exuressed a desire for some ~art of 
settlement . They asked me to leave \'lhi le they perfec ted their 
ovm orggnize.tion o.nd made c erta in agreements a:nong themselves 
e.s to \'lho vwuld be the spo~cesman and so forth . 

I then v;ent be.cl: to my offic e and by tha t time the tele
g rams from o..ll over the nation VJere mounting . I got teleg rams 
f r om Negro leaders , from Negro organiza tions all ov er the 
n a tion . I g ot telegrams from r.iaine , . flocks of t hem from 
Nev1 York , from Nen Jersey , from Pennsyl vania , from I llinoi s , 
f rom t he ·;·/es t Coast--Los Angeles , up and dorm the coast--nation
c>.lly . The telegr2...r:1s began t o pile i n s o much that I phoned the 
telegr~::.ph c ompany and s 2.id , "Listen boys , bring these over i n 
ba tches . You don ' t h ave to send every one over . 11 I lool:ed 
at the pile of telegr3.IJ1s B.nd :r:ealized tha t lJrac ti cally every 
Negro i n A1:1erico. rms interested in that c ase . So my friend , 
L1r. I.1orri s Abre.m , who hec>.ds seve r al very prom:i.nent J ewish 
organi zat ions an d i s a v ery f i ne l awyer here . a t t h a t time and 
n ow i n New York City ; he was a friend and adviser t o me on 
rac iEJ.l matters , vml k ed in , c.nd se.ys , "Llay I help you? I knoy; 
you ' re on the s pot ." I said , 11 Just si t here and tall:: to me . " 

So v1e looh:ed a t th2.t g i g2.ntic p i le of t elegrams 2.nd my 
politica l i ns t inc ts bec;211 to a s sert themselv es . r.Torris lool:ed 
a t t hem ; I loo_k ed a t them . And I said , "Greed goodness , thi s 
president i a l rac e is close . None of us knows nhi ch way New 
York ' s go inc; ; none of u s l;;:nov1s Yihich way Illinois i s going and 
the Negro vote counts heavily . " Idorris said to me , - "Gee v;hiz , 
Liayor, if Kennedy had this '1 ( r1e v1ere both for Kennedy , you 
knov:) " and c ould crc;,b this , \7oulc1n ' t it be viOnderful? 11 And I 
snicl, "It sure r!ould . " He so.id , "Let ' s c all the fiTemo c r a tiy 
National Corunittec and se e if we ca n ' t g et Kennedy to t ake a 
hand . It ' ll hel~J . It ' ll be n:::.tional publicity and it v;ill 
thror.' the E ecro vote on his sic~e , ni thout any c~uestion. " I s a id, 
"Ijet ' s do it . "~icl, 11I·I2.rris [}Joffol~g is in ch2.rc;e of 
1:1minori tic;.} at t he no.tionc.l comrn.i ttee . " So v:c put i n a ce.ll. 
1\:orri s t c-,lkecl to hiEl r~nd c:;~~;l<dned the thing--I.~orris Abram . 
And then I cot on the ;?hone . '1/offord nas a little hesitant . 
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He was consulting those tha t nere around h:Lm. LR'obcrt F.J 
Bobby Kennedy rms .in the room and John Se i genthaler and sever2.l 
others. They v1cre tallcing among themselves. Harris exp1rs.inec1 
t o us that the vote r;as going to be exceedingly close an.d that 
everybody had to walk a cha l k line, not do c.nything to upset 
the bal2.nce. They v1ere afraid. Kine rms controvers i c: .. l 2.11 
over the South . The whi te politicians hated hj_m and v.'ere malcir.g 
n oises. It vms qui te a decision to have to make . 

I said to Hc-:rris, "If Kennedy v1ould cone ou t for him 
being released from ou r j ail, in my opinion you V'lon ' t <listurb the 
other side .'' ··dofford said, "\'/ell no.n, vvhat ' ll it do to Georgi2.? 11 

[!Jovernor S. Ernesy Vandiver a nd Lfierman E.J Ta lmadge and all t he 
s t ate power structu'l~e is mad about the race question . V/ill the;>r 
t urn Geortio, c:.gainst us?" And I said, "Listen, Fellor1, Geor-g i e. 
has a lnays been.Demo cratic. Have you forgotten tha t it went 
f or f.Alfred E.J Al Smith who \'las a c rusty old Irishman e.nd I 
don ' t thin_c he even C8.me into the state? But he \'JaS 2. Democrat 
and he carried Georgia. 11 And I said, "Georg i e?. ' s going for 
Kennedy ." And I madE:! the laughi n g remark, "Listen fellas , i f 
Kennedy were a on e-legged Chinaman nho couldn ' t speak English 
he ' d c arry it on the Demo c ratic ticket." Of course , you knov·1, 
that vras before the 2.nful excerbation of the Civil Ri ghts Acts 
and t he rise of Negro· extremisn v1hich resulted in the ffiarryj 
Goldnater vote which \72.sn ' t a GoldHa ter vote , it vms a made 
Democra t vote . 

, But I tried to sell thea on it . They saw my point, but 
they s a id, "This is c.. decision that:has ~o t to be nade by 
Kenned;-{ himself as to nhether he •aill e::x:pross some sym:9athy for 
Dr . King and thereby align himself before the Negroes of the 
Nation. in asking you, the rr:o.yor, to 1..: ,rn him out. 11 I suggested 
t hat Kennedy shov,r a n interest in Dr. King and a friendly settlement 
and request me to tt:.rn hira ou t for the simple reason that I VTC?.s 
going.io turn him out anyuay as a part of ihe settlement . I 
knew nhat k ind of settlement I was g oing to offer to the Necro 
:preachers c:.nd leaders. I was g oing donn there and s2.y , "If 
you will g ive me a 3 0 day truce, I nill ~ro~ise to try to Ge t 
a settlement _fQr you . I ~ill be your advocate to try to s et 
these merchants to scree to a general custom in this city to 
admit rre.:.;roes to their lvnch roor.'l and I will 3-lso see that Dr. 
Kine; i s turned ou t of jail. 11 I knew they v.rould a cce',;t it be c ctusc 
they coulC.n' t h:;,:cdl;'/ d.o o.nyt~1i n.:;- else . I \Vas Gi vip,s tl1e::_1 cver:{
thing :t") ractically they '.'T2.ntecl. I wo.nted Senntor Kennedy -Go e;et 
the benefi t of it with Negroes in doubtful states . 

So then they brought up in the National Committee the idea 
they mi ght lose South Cr:rolina--tha t v;as very , very close. I 
so.iC., "T,Ty op inion is South Carolina is coing DcE1ocra t. I.'l;->.ybe 
I dont ' t knov.r , hut I don't thinl~ the Republ icc.ns are go inc to 
c o.rry them. I don ' t think you ' ve c ot to worry about it. I 
don ' t thin~ you ' ve got to worry about these Georgia state 
officials because they c an 't do anything no\7. It ' s only 2.bout 
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a couple of weeks, ten ~cys or so , before the election. They 
co ulcln ' t stmnp the sto..te o.n c cl10.::l£ e it if they r;anted to. 
They ' ll fuss, b~t Geor~i ~ ~ill st il l ~o Democra ti c. Don ' t 
you ~orry about the So~th. You ' re coin~ to carry the majo rity 
of the 0outh c,nci.. c!.on ' t l ot t~lLJ ·.·;o :.'T'J yoc.1. ." Then I said , 
11 I ' m only asking I~ennedy to G.o \;l.1s.t I, 2.s mayo r, am c.;oing to 
do . './hy shoula. he be c.:Lr :::. i c: to so 2ny f2.rther than the loc2.l 
southern n;::,yor on the s pot? I •:::-.1 co inc to off er tha t, so he 
mi ght a s vroll g et t he c rodi t for it. l! or1 have him do this." 
They s a icl, "\ie can 't lo c a te him ." Finally I said, "';/ell, let 
me loca te him." · 

And r:~orris Abr am rms t a~::ing po.rt in it helping me vri th 
it. So t hey gave me three numbers ov .. t in Kansas. They s a id, 
"The sena tor's c ampaignin& in his :pri vrd;e p l ane out in Kansas . " 
They gave me these three tov-ms. I c 2.lled all three. I couldn't 
ge t him, of course. In one p l o.ce the phone was in a hanger 
and everybody vras hoo p in and a hollerin and a band rras playing 
and some policeman S8,id, "He ' s j us t l eft ." Then I c a lled the 
next town and they were hoopin a nd hollerin a nd cheerin . "\'/ell, 
yes, the pl2.ne is out on the f ie ld , 1' or something. Nobo dy nould 
g:l..ve s_ hoot about a long distance call nith a pres i denti a l 
c andidate coming in. So I c all ed the next torm. and he hadn ' t 
a rrived. I saw the fo oli sh.:.r1.ess of trying to h ave an i mportant 
poli tica.l convers2.tion rJi th a fellov1 in the micldle of his 
c ampai gn tour. So I c a lle d them back 2..1.'1d I said , "I c an ' t 
ge t him. 11 

And then time \Vas running out on me . You see , a ll this 
was t aking place in the pe riod of about a h alf hour , forty- five 
minutes. I sc.id , "I've g ot to go dorm to this meetinc . I ' m 
g oing to m2.l:e thi s proposition. 11 "Nor1," I said , "\/e c an ' t get 
hold of Sen2.tor Kennedy, but I knon him well enough" (I hacl 
me t h.im; been a round him, kner: his friends) 11 tha t he vrill 
see t he politica l go ld in this cmd \·:il l buy it . I also t h i nl:: 
he v1onld sine erely approve my 2.ction. 11 And I said , 11 He re ' s 
all in t he r10rl d I r101..1 .. ld rmnt you to do . 11 They h ad previously 
told me th8,t t hey noulu be able to t2.lic to him t h2,t night. 
Thut no matt er \'ihere he vm s c m'1pai g-Ding , every ni[;ht he had 
ab ou t 2 .n hour ' s conversation r:ith the cornni ttee in \:.'ashing ·i; on 
cs to r·rhc:,t r: r::. s hc_:?:penin:; . I said , 11 './he~l. he h8.s th2-t, expl 2,i n 
this v:hole t h ine to h i ;:; . Tell him ever;'rth i ng I ' ve s a i cl . Tell 
h i m I'm ,going to turn I~ing ou t and I knon he ' ll buy it . 11 Final
ly I c a ll ed thern bac}c age.in and I s a id, "I c an ' t vmi t a ny longer. 
Now here ' s ~hat I ' u going to do for our candida te . I ' m j ust 
so cer-c:dn th2-t his t c>.king o, position viill help him r;ith thi s 
doubtful Negro vote c:ll over the Nation, t hat I ' m .going to t alc e 
it on myself to tell t his c;roup tha t Senator Kenneuy is asl::inc; 
me to intervene . That he has asked me to turn martin Luther 
1Ci nc loos e . 11 And I so.i d. , "'v lhy shou ld h e be ashamed of tha t? 
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I ' m t:;oinc.; to tv.rn him loos e r::.nyr;s.y. I ~:no·,·: he 'll buy it if 
he j ust but l:neri it ." 

So I r:ent dov:n to -'c~ 1is :..:l~ o-:..J.:? c:.-.n(~, I '-~r~ J· ;: uT;.,l· ""' l. c ,.,h..., t I rmnt . 
w <..... ... - 0......:... ' ..:..~ u l...J • • c... 

I'm ['.S~:i::.1C yo ·Ll , p le :::..sc z j_vc . iC t~1iS -~ :'-:.:c c . I' m goins to try 
to settle it f or ;}rou if I c c:-n . I ·;:ill t L1.rn La rtin Luther -=inc 
loose f'ncl I r:2.nt you to ~:nor: t l:. ...,t Scnr1 tor l~ ennc(1y hc.s evidenced 
hi:::; interest in tJ.1is thin e . ] c }:....,:::; Tb.onecl :~1e to hel ::;J get 8. 
:0e 2.ceful settleuent c.nd he· h2.8 81 30 8.Sl:ed llle to turn T,:artin 
Luther r:ing loose. tt 

Then I vtent bc.c ~: H) :Co the office and before the press 
conference , y;hile the He[;ro co:-:;::1i ttce r:2-.s voting on that , 
r:hich I knen they r10ulcl 2ccey t, ...,}_1 t 11 e n r..tion2.l :~ress m::.s 
o~tsi~e the locked ~oors ~aitin~ . I c~lled ~ashinston a gc.in. 
I s a id, "Here ' s ullin the \':orl cl I nor: ::-:s~-c y otl fello,:Js . I 
l:non John F . I:en..necly •::ell eno i.J . .:;h t o ::no·,-: th2t this i s r,·hat he 
\'/O tl.lC. w:::mt me to do unc~ I ' m doinc, it c:.s his 8.gent be c ause I 
c c:.n ' t het h old of him . If I hc.d t 2.l~ced to h i m it viould be all 
over. !~nd I l>:nor.r I ' n c1oil-:!G r:>.c:c :.!e ·::o<.:lc. 1.-:2J:1t . :~11 I c::. s:~ of 
~;r o v.. is t h is: I }·:nor: th2.t tl:.c ;Ji~"t~ I 2.nno-:..L'1.Ce tl!is no'>: , b c 
c o.c.se i n r>. fe•.': minute s , the s~o~: c cr12n for the Ne c ro cor;1:n.i ttee 
r:ill C01"1C out--r:e hc.ve c::. joint p ress conference c:.ncl r:hen I sc:.y 
t h2 t !:enncc.~y h2..s intcrvcnc C.--the ·:.·ires r;ill be hot i n a few 
n i.nutes , you v;ill be 2.sl: ed for cor..fir.r:s.tion . All I &sl~ yo·u. 
t o s2.y i s not to re)udiF.te u c, j ,:c t s -:-.y tho.t r:=ayor Ha rtsfield 
h <:.:s eviO.entl~r e;ot t en hold of the s cn2.toY' ov.t in Z c.nsc.s vrhere 
h e is c 2.m~1sicninc; and this i s s ome thine ne c·ion ' t ~-:nov1 o.nyt~in; 
o..r~out . You ' ll have to as~-c t:.s tonie;ht r:hen r:e g et in touc:£1 r:i th 
l.I r . IConned;:,r. 11 Tho.t is the triclc. 

I made the evn .. nouncencnt . The nB.tiona l u ress carrie d. it 
ancl s.s I l::nen it rwuld. happen , the nint1.te John Kennedy heard 
2.bout -it thCJ.t night he bought it in a minute a nd he picked the 
phone u p o.nd cc.lled Lir s . King c:.ncl unq_uestionably , unq_uo.1ifiedly 
plc.ce cl himself on record in b ehalf of turning Dr. King loo se 
ond of a peaceful settlement . He bought it , ~hich is what 
he riOulcl have ·ooucht that morning if I h ad been able to ge t 
in touch r~ith him . That n c:.s about 1 o ' cloclc in the aft erno on 
r,·hen this phoning took place--on a Saturdc:.y. So t he national 
p ress c 2.rried it. Tha t night Chico.go, Ner1 York , Los' Ang eles , 
everyrrherc , c o.rriec~ heacUines that Kennedy ho.cl i ntervened in 
behal f of Dr . Kin&. 

1:/he::.t ha~Jpened t h e next day Jnade Senator Kennedy ' s 
:position more v a l uable . The next d2.y , after it e;ot in t he 
::Jress-- mincl you , 2.11 thi s \78.s behind the scenes on Satunl2.y , 
t hese c alls to ·,/a shing ton--the next day the papers c 2.rried 
tbe f act tha t t he senato~ had indeed called mrs . King and 
alligne~ himself in behalf of leniency o..nd a p e a cefu l settle
ment . The ne~d:; day his position rtas ms.cle more v alue.ble by 
the 2.nti cs o f a local DeKalb judge, J ulge [!5sce:iJ Eitchell , 
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nho annoL-mcec.l to the nc::.tionsl ·nress thc.t he hacl <:m old traffic 
case a[;ains t T~artL.1 Luther r: L1 r; c .. ncl m:s r-;oinr:; to hold him nhen 
I let hin loose . ·:,·ell , tllc: t :u~.Ce the ·;-:l':ole nc.tion Do .. d_:_ be c 2-v .. se , 
you l:no'.·;, everybor'.y ' s hcoc~ c t~_, r- :.=-:t.ic cr.:::::c . 3verybocly :rego .. :rd.less 
of rc:..cc, co lor or crec(~ .c:-;ot L1 L1c c ct tll cn--'' Thc:t ' s 1.mfai r ." 
And it mede the senator ' s 90sition still nore v a l uable . 

Nor1 let r::1e [;ivc you 2:.11 C'f t c:cn::' .. th. There \72 .. s in tha t nuuicn ce 
a Negro , Joh n C. Co .. lhotm , ,,-.'ho r:cs vice-chc:irman of the Republican 
perty i n Geor_s;i2 . The minute I m:: dc tho:t annonnce!ilent in t hat 
C0 1).n cil chru11ber , that Sen.s .. tor I~ ennccly ho .. d i n tervene d , John 
Ca lhov..n got up and a s ked to be excv.sed . I ~-cnevr exactly v:hat 
he nas ~oin[; to do . ':/hen the 1Te .r;;ro CO!ill.li ttee y;o_s voting on my 
:9roposi tion he ,_·mlked out of the loc~:cC. d.o or, e ncl I vml ked ou t 
v.p to my office to anai t t he r es1.1.l t . r:I r . Cs.lhoun asked me for t he 
use of 2. phone . He heed to , sir~ce cit~r hc.ll \':::1s ·loc~;:ed. v .. p and 
the s\'li tchboards r.rere c losed on Sn:l;nrdc.y . So I g2-ve h i r.1 a 
stro.i ,sht line :9hone on ny secret 2.ry ' s rJ.esl: l:no wint; r:ha t he v:as 
coinc to do . I fo1.:nd out ( b~· ovcrl1c2.r i n{: him ) he rms c a llinc; 
the Re-r:n ... ;.b lic s.n Fationc.l Conni ttce to tell then . I fot...'.lld ou t 
lr:d;er from Calho1.m tha t he got 2 .. s fCir as /Leon:7.rd7 Len Hal l . 
They told hiD thct the r c.c c ViCes very clo :Jo r:md Ur . Nixon didn ' t 
r:r:::nt to u -ose t the a ·9nle c 2-rt {l2--c .. ,r;htcij 2.nd 'aould he r:ri te e .. ll 
the f2 .. ct s by <:;ir mr-~i l. Tl12 .. t r.'c.s :;:\~:t'lr_y . '.ie were doin,s business 
over the }hone 2nd they told ~in to ~rite him by a ir nail. 

I l2.tcr fov..nd ovt from Ca l ho :..m , afte::.~ it Vi~:::.s c: ll over , 
th2.t t he 11 epubli c s.n cor~·~1i tt ee t ol d h i m t ho.t they had a meeting 
2nd t hey had dc c i~ed it Tioul ~ be ~rn1is e fo r Ur . Hixon to upset 

fue 2~)1 ~ c nrt in Geo~~io ~nd South C~rolinn r~ich he h oJe d to 
cerry and did.n ' t . Th ey c ecirJ.e cl thc:.t in order to shorT t h e 
cy;a;)2thy of t he He:::rublica n ~92 .. rty for the IT ec;ro and for Dr . ICing 
and n Gt hul~t J~~i :xon , they rroul c. h8.ve Pre s ident Lf5v:ieht D_J' 
.l::i isenhowcr i sslw a stq.:ter:.1ent O..eplor~ng the situation c::.nc1 I don ' t 
thinle'he ever g ot - around to "i ssuint.f. i t . It \'louldn ' t ho.ve done it 
r.mch {.;Ood if he h2d Eisenl1oner ' s interest , as conpare d to the 
direct i n te rest of Seno..tor ICem1.e dy . So Senator Ke1me dy shov1ed 
fine j u.clgment . He bought it just as q_uick ly as an;ybody c ould 
h 2.ve tol d hin. He v10 u ld h ave boue ht i t , had I been able to g et 
h i m. But tha t v12.s nhat hc:..pp ened a nd I think tha t , tt had q_uite an 
effect on t~e Tiecro vote. At tha t time they were in doub t . 

You mus t rememb er t hat a t t hat time a Repu.bli c 2 .. n vms in the 
\-ihi te House c.nd thi s Republica n rms Eisen..rwrrer v1ho h a d sent the 
troops into Little Rock . Therefore the Negro had before him-
t h2.t is, o..s a rm:.ss--the f a ct the:t; the only a c tua l , or vthat yo u 
mi ,,_;b:c c a l l posit ive a ction in their behalf , had been at Little 
Ro c k by Presi dent Eisenl1ower . 
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EOP3I3SI.:Y: Die~ yo:_:. cvc:c ;·ct o c~:o.1:..cc to tc::.l~r to others 

;:;.rov.nc~ ·c:12 cr:t-:.<:.iC.. tc _.,·_<)t.~t this m:> tte:r? llic: 
you ever t ~:..~_:: to ,0heoC:ore C _.] Sorensen o:r 

/'p •- ,.,-,.,.,-, r, ·'- 117 0 1 D .. •0·:1-_1_() ll __ '.• ' (._- • h·"'1u.:.~ u;_ _ 

l:ORR ISSEY: 

~~o , no , 
I never 
cor_tC'c-~ 

I:loob;"y7 , 

no . r . Joro~sc~ ~~s the intellect . 
'':r- s :i.n·c cJ.l c c Jcl· :'.J. c:"'oF::;h to ~.2.1:e 

·.:i th :::.LJ , or C ' Donnell . I t2.l~~cd to 
by t~c ~;:;.y , ~~s ~o~n here • . • 

Bobby r::eEn.ed?? 

HX~iT:JFIELD: • :Sobb~r as c-t~cor.i.1C~' ecnerc:.l--c.nd came by 
my office, set ri--::1t there ·,·;he:re you ' :re sitting , 
rieht there 2ncl t ::.o J.J:ed to me. He knevr the 

ft~cts. Those v:p there in the r..~tiom:..l co::11:1ittee kner: it. But 
l2ter it Das be~occe~ by a lot o~ othe:r ~eople cla i mine credit, 
you kno~ . For instance, the folks that ~ot Judco Gitchell to 
tt.:.rn ::inc; loose thol~c:_t they l1£'.l. so:--.10 tl1in~ to do ni th it, yot.:. 
knor.' , l2.ter. But r.'hat r.'e C!.i d , . .'8S to conceive it rir,ht there 
in. the r..12.yo:r ' s offi c e end to r;et the t a cit 2.grecment of the 
n2tional conl:'J i tte e . They diC:. s.ll t~1ey could , yon knon . They 
couldn 1 t ma1:e tho.t decision r:i thov.t · c;et tinr:; hold of Ket1..nedy . 
There rms no ine ::_J ti tv.<lc on the :92.:rt o:: anybody . It r:as a 
-;;Jh;ys ic c:;.l thing . You coul cln 1 t cet hold of him . He rro.c c orn
~aigning and here rms a ft\st b:rea~dnc tl~in::; that somebody had 
to ge t on to p of-- you l:no·o r;ho.t I me2.n in poli ticnl p2.rlence 
and nev1s brealdne; . They h2.d to got on toll · Senator I~er...nec1y 
e;ot on to p of it . 

And I r1as afraid , when John Ca lhom1 was ou t there v.sing 
the phone, see . I c e.llccl H2,:tTis ·,/offord bc.c ~;: and saict. , "Li sten , 
nan , I ' m gettin~ despero.te . They 2re c2.lline the ReDubli c ans . 
\!hs.t i f Nixon cones out for him forthrie;ht and i w.m.edic;.tely? 
',i c ' 11 be i n trouble." See? In f2.ct I v:as a little s c o.:red there 
fol~ 2- nhil e that he might get direct to I'Jixon and Nixon wov.lcJ. 
buy it on the ·syot and there r:e vw:.lld be . But he di cln ' t. They 
bungled it as usual . Those in charce of the Dc r:1ocra tic 
/National Committe£ they did '.'!hat they coulcl . They tried to 
ce t me in to u ch v1ith him, but '.'le just hauled off e.nd' chd it . 
I ':;as ~:o confiC.e~1.t tho. t th::::.. t is r;hc-.t he \.'ol:ld c~o , c,nd he c~ i d . 
Tho uinute he co t in touch he a ct e<l quic ~\:--nithout t he slightest 
'rovoc2.tion. The n2tiomJ.l comrtli ttce thc;.t was in charc;e 
c arried ov.t their end of it. They never in.ti:oo.ted :'.nything 
ot __ e:- thc.n this V.'h2:t; re aJly llC1J~I)enecJ.. They p:cotc cte cl me . Btlt 
•:;c nut hi:-n l:!.'1 the . . Lim.:.:;h t er/' 

LORl1ISSEY : !'.ftcr Kennecl~:l oecr::-.w vresident (.icl you ever 
t all: to hir.1 c.bout this'? 
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HA .... 'tTSFIELD : No , I never cl.ic1 • . I :never tried to E1s.::e s.ny 
C2Dit21 o-:.'t o: it; I :ne•.rc::- ':.-cnte d e.ny n r e -
-: .--.r-~·1 "-~-'-· ,. - --- ~c~ · ···,-- -f- ,_,. ~ ,~~- _ncc·c.,.,,..,l J· o'i, I ........... 1. ..... \,; ... _lJ , ..1. .... .L-....- .~- t.<... . ..~-- J .....- . . - ~v .L • -~-.c ... _ u . 

V!aS off creel one under J?resi6 0::1t rkrr~r S. 7 1~0rV.1712.~ c.ncl turned 
it do'.''n. ·:"'. shi:-1:-~ton is:;.::) ~:t::- c ::-~:::. ~c: -'_; j_-=: c y.12..~ior c ot'.lc'. be 
ht:•.ppy , or o.n a ctive covernor. I 1:.evcr ~:.·e.nted anythin~ ou t of 
the fec'.er;:;.l c;ovo:-cn::1cn-G . l .• ~T e ::· :··cc r L3 :·.127or rras cominc; to a 
close 2n~ I felt t~~t I ~sf c~e~t 2ll t~e time i n politics 
t h2.t I ought to C2_JcnC. so I r;:-D j t~s t h::--;0~-.:y to see hin elect ed . 
I didn 't see him keep c..ny recorc1s c:oo<.;;:c it. I even t hrew all 
t hose telegrc:ns ar:o.y . I shoillC.:. ~1 c.ve ~~e:Yt ther.1 sho-L-lldn ' t I? 

r.:omUSSEY : Yes. 

H:'illTSFIELD : Be c o.usc they ·::e::.nc tho clocluent e,vidence from 
every s t a t e in the union of t he fact t hat 
every Negro i n Ameri c a ~as intensely interested 

in the treatment accor~cd 2artin 1uther King . So I Das j us t 
g lad to see him elect ed . I didn 't J:eep any records about it . 
Bu-~ lil:e I say , others tried to claim the credit but they were 
o~erating after t he national ~ublicity . 

1~0l1RI SSEY : Let me asl: just one question. Vfhen h ad you 
me t Kennedy :9revious to this? 

HARTSFI ELD: Previous to t hat I hacl met just to say hi . 
Tha t ' s all ancl he barely :::nei~J me . I vms at the 
L)5'em.ocra ti.£7 TJationo.l Convention before that , 

r1hen he made his f irst n a tionc.l b i d . I rrent a round to the 
B1 a cl';:stone Hotel durir..g tho conv ention. I di d.n ' t hav e a re
serva tion. I j us t :flen in nithout it . I don ' t know rthy I did 
it . I wanted to see a t least a day or so of the c onvention. 
The manager told me--I introcluced myself and h e s a id , "Listen, 
the room ' s impossible ," but he sai d, "Mrs . fEleanoy Roosevel t 
j ust left her .:r:-.oom so I ' 11 give you tha t . " So I took r.Irs . 
Franklin !J5.J Roosevelt ' s room. The tel evision vms still hot. 
She had just gotten out. And l a te that night a fte r the con
vention I went clown to the room. I left the door partly open 
and tv10 guys c ame donn the h 8.ll and I recognized Senator 
Kennedy ( He was running f or vice president .) and r.'Ir . LJohn W.J 
mcCormack . 

MORRISSEY: Oh , J ohn McCorma ck . 

HA.RTSFI ELD: John McCorma ck was with him B.nd they were 
knocking on the door of some delegat e tha t 
they wanted to t a l k to right next to my room. 

I stuck my head out anc1 . I said, "Hello, Senator." He said, 
"IT ello, " and that ' s. all~ If I h ad kno·wn he was going to be 
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pre s i dent some y ears l ater, I ' d h2.ve pulled him in the r oom 
an d g one to rw r k . .{L2.ughterl But we had mutua l fri ends, of 
course , that v1ere enthusi c.::n;ic o.bout hin. Then the mo.n i m
pressed me hinse l f with his yo~th and the mat eri a l succ ess of 
t he KeY1.nedy f araily, you ::nor;. In otJ:1 er r:ords there was qtmli ty. 
There vtas quality i n t hat r1hole f2.mily . There \'las quality an d 
I so r t of r10rshi p quality anyw::..y. .I e 've got s o little of it. 
I' m in f avo r of t h e unc ommon nan myself . I me an v1e s houl d 
a l way s s e a rch for uncorJ.mon men o.nC.::. le2.cle rs instea d of a ll of 
us trying to b e common . But, I had the ple a s ure of announcing 
my op en s u pport f or h i m when some of h i s s ou t h ern politicians, 
you knov1, hung back a...""ld pl e.;yed coy . I didn't me.k e any bones 
abou -t; it. 

When he came to Warm Spri nt:s to mak e his appe a r ance dorm 
t he re I \'.r ent down an d h e i n v i tec1 nc to f ly on his pl ane b a ck 
to P itt sbur c;h. Yo u s ee, I we.s former p r e sident of t he American 
tlunicipal As soci a tion an~~~ll the mayors in the country. 
I f levt v; i t h him. Oierre~ ·"S21inc;er was on the pl e.ne and 
Sena tor [.Georg e A..J Smathers . \le s to pp ed a t Colmnbia , Sou th 
Ca rolina r1here he made a sp e e ch . I ro de in the press c a r dov;n 
an d I went on t h e p l a tform--qui te em experience you know with 
all those people. He made hi s s pee ch in Columbia and then got 
b a ck on the plane and I fle ri v1i t h h i m to Pittsburgh. 

The Americ an r:Iunicipe~l Asso ciation , of vthich I vms a 
member, wa s h aving a s pecia l meeting t h ere on the s ub ject of 
slmn clearanc e and thing s lik e . t hat. He spok e and, of course, 
he mixed vt i th them and for politica l purposes h a d his picture 
t aken v.ri th a lot of mayors. Eve rybo dy vmnts to h ave himself 
shovm shaldng h ands with the pre s i dent, put it up in the office, 
h ave it enla r g e d a nd brag 2.bou t it t h e b a l ance of your life. 
Everybody was doing that. Those were my pre-election conta cts 
with him. 

The election vvas close, and in such c a ses, many c an claim 
they did something tha t tipp ed the b ctl ance. I · like to feel 
tha t maldng i t , p os s ible for Sena tor Kennedy to c aptur e the 
Negro voters of Nevv York and Illinois, with Em honest alignment 
in a just cause, may have tipp ed tha t b a l ance. 

Then l a ter a fter the inaugur a tion, I went to ~ashington 
vii th LA'nt hony J .:...l Tony C clebrezzc, t he r:w.yor of Clevcl2.nd. Vlho 
l e:t e r b ec ame s ecreta ry of h e alth, edu c a tion and v1elf are, good 
friend of mine. We h a d a testimonia l from the mayors of the 
nation. Tony and I h a d the mayor of Tu c s on--I for c;et his 
n ame--\'l ere t h e c ommitte e to g o t o t he 'i/hi t e Hous e and present 
this to Prcs i den·c ~(cnnedy . lie \'iC'vS very fr i endly to us e.nd 
very friendly to me. He ~new wha t h a d h appened . He s ent me 
one of h i s e.ut oGra:phe d pictures . Then he \·;rote me a le tter 
about somethi nc; . I loo lc e d a t the. t av.rful sien2.t urc. The letter 
.did .. not. identify .. the . president. ·- I sent . it .:back --to . the White 
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House and said , "'dho i s this? 11 0P-ut;hto.E7 A v ery laconi c reply 
c ame be-cl:: . I thinJ;: it \·:cw i'rorl ~~enny 0 'Donnell or Sali nger-
just triO J.i·-ws . " I.::c. ::2-.-o:c , ·:::r.t j_~; ·che sir·nr:.ture of the 
president of the Unitecl Jtc:.tes. 11 LJav.~htei/ He later sent me 
a photo3rC' l)h o.nc1 ::_1orsono.lly 2\.l.to.:;rc.l)flec1 it. And then through 
one of his assistants I e ot ;:-_n intiiilation that I could have 
an ap:9ointment. I sent ·:10rd I c.: i c1n ' ·;,; Vl<?.nt anything , I j vst 
\72,nted to see him elected. I clicln ' t need anythine; in Hashington. 
So that was the story . 

Theordore 1.lhite , author of election of a president, 
[The T.Io.ldng of the Preside 1t 1 ~GgJ visited me later a t my 
office to hear t h is story. 

mORRISSEY: V/ell, than}: you very much. 

You' re welcome . 

...... 

··' . : ... ·· :~_.:· .... .-. .. . .... :. . . ~ ;: . :: . ... · . ~ .. ·. ·.' ·-.. . ~~:._ ~· :': -•.· :·: . ' . .... :. ·-: .. ·; . . -~ ', 
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II 

April 7, 1964 

t h:.1v your letter of rcbrunry ~1. 1~(~4, <me hj!:,i nR proofs of a 
st11dy of sit-1n tloPonstrnt:iom: in 1\tlanta in 1960-l~Gl. I havo rend 
the proo s 11 and thoy are !mrrnti5inply accurate, considerin~ the t\1ilny 

t:vcnts tuH.I larue numbers of porsons connected therein. 

On par:o 23. ut the cn~.l of the second para;n-aph, an ovent took 
place thnt ~as l,uot-m only to :·to a5 r•aycr and ~·h.·. 11orris Abram, prom
inent local attc1·rmy nou in i!C'IJ York. As a result <)f tho ttrrcst of 
Dr. h:trtin Luther !ant! in the restour<lnt of tho lrrrr,cst dry r,oorls store 
in tl1c South (l~ich's)p tltero w1s 11n.tion ·i,!, publicity. T bc~an receiv
ing tclc~rr.uas fr-1.1::1 every State in the Union, :::~ostly :Jcgro or1~2ml:;ations. 
protc.sting the nrrcr.t. 

During tho ncgotintions with the i';enro lenders, ~ho wcro osscnblcd 
in our Council Ch;mbars utt(lcr lod: und key to keep cut a cl:n.iorous press. 
I was rcquo;>tcJ to lcnvc t~hilc they held an orznniz~tional t'ilcctinR and 
preliminary discussion~. 

~~r. Aur?l!l ond I looY.od over the r.1otmtinp, number of telCRl'nms nnd 
dec idcd it 1.;ould bo ~n exc~llent re:>turc for s,~nator Kennedy to intervene 
in h~hslf of Dr. Kinr., ~Ttncc I !<ne\~ tLa in ~<Hl.~,ing a conprcx1isu offer to 
the ns<.:t:'z-:bled rroup, ! t,;os r:oir.~; t0 offer tho rcleas of Or. Kinn and 
the ot:~cr dcr:,on~tr:aors ns a part of ·110 ng,l·e~:!(.l!lt. 1:e hoth cnllcd tr.ll 
~~atbnnl H..:·nccraHc Ct .• "':.litt<''', cout:lct&n;.: Hro i!orri;, h'offord. in rhnrrc 
of tlinori.tlcs,. cmd 11wdo thin .. n:;gostion. They woro n 1 ttlo r.ervou~ 
over havinl; Sen a to;- Kennc .ly sho11 any intcrer.t sinco the race situation 
\:as very tense '·ith the civic leaders in f1."Cr~!i~ - end in Sn. Cr:rolimlj) 
too. l:vcryono adn.ittctl tk~t the t.!lcctlon t-~.i~ I!Oin,. to he close, :m11 no
l>oJy \'fintc~ to rocl: t::o hoat. I sur:ncstcd to ~lr . ::offord that nothinn 
\W:Jll ta~;o f:ccwp.i{l cut of tl :c Dcn\<)<~rati~ colu.•n, nor did I bcllevn Sr; . 
Carollr,, tmuh\ leav .. ; t!w party, and that it t'nt ld l'c> a fine rest'lr<. for 
Dcnator Kc.nn~dy to roc!u~st ne to lot hin;; out of jail untl affoct n 



ptlaccful sctt.tlcrwnt . ! t43S ~iven sovcral phon{J nun-thors to try to 
con'::rJCt ~~c~'.0.tc./r !,:.;··,nc•V 1·lw ~;;:.s cn;:,;fH.d.J;ninv, in I~-'HL;.as , hut 1 could 
not Tl~:.tch h)r:t . ~fi th t:ht:) he lp nnd advice of Horris Abrnn, I then 
caU cJ thE1 ·:.:rti;:mal l.r_;,t:;'dttoo <H;a:in ancl told tL~:1 that in l:JY opinion 
Senator i:e:.n ~Y H.:.ul<l ug ·eo if only he could ln, r<wc!u:::d 0 <Jnd that I 
was roi nr; to r-;:tl-,u tl ·e ::uvwuncc;r;cnt anywa·y, a. ski ng only th<:It thU)' net 
repudiate me since the national press was outside my d<lOr ~nd \wuld 
gra!.i it quickly . 

1 thon h'Cnt hack into the !':lecti n!~, f.1t~de. the compromise offer, 
stating tiult Scnatm· Kunnedy luzd gotten \'l'o.·ed 'to me ovic.icnd.ntt his 
<:onccrn fc•r Dr .. Kln;r o 

At this juncture , one of t he nc;;otiat~lrS present~ a He~;-ro eit
hcnll Mro .J . H~ C:tlhoun., usltt.'t1 to ho . excused fron tho r:wotin~.. lie 
\'ICH.t to a phone and I lo:Arned l<1tcr tl C!t h<}, ns ltcpuhlican Advisory 
Chsi~fm. \IO..S t:ryirtfl to rontact tho l:cpuhHcm ,Jation:!ll Comrlitt!Je to 
enlist the suppo-rt of cnndiclo.to Nixon . 1 lutor learnocl he did not 
get the call throut!h to those in pol!li tion to twk.e n dcdsion .• 

mum the Nouro group accepted my offer of' :m a.ff.irrnativo effo1' t 
to g.et em agreement from the i.ierchants within 30 dnys, plw; the re ... 
l oaso ·of Dr. Kinr. and the other dononstr.ltors , a joint pro$S confer ... 
cncc Has held at Hhich I !!'lade tho stntc-m~:.mt thnt Scnatcrr t-~ennedy had 
intervened in bohnlf of Dr. King . This made the nntionnl wires . 

Th3t night· the Natimml Oenocr:lt:\c Col:'t!litt.t!O cvidt:ntly got in 
touch wl til Sonate1r Kennedy, tiho pr!Y-lrptly cndrrrsed tho idoa 11 and put in 
a ca 11 for t-'n; ~ Kinu. as cvldenco of his inte1.·ost. 

'fho noxt d::t;t a .JuJ r:e in Do?::rlb CoLnty announced t hut he <:::>uld hc,lJ 
Dr. King on :1 tra ffic. charge , 1~hich rondo further national publicity, ::~nd 
created still gr~ntar !;ppathy for Dr ~ King tlnd Ill!H.lc r;.•.mator l(cnnody·'s 
pr..,vi.ously announced position :r.,Ctro v~luablo in seeHn3 support: of the 
No~~ro voters thrm•ghout the :~8.tion., 

Thi 5 entire inc.htcnt has bNm a-s}$C!'ibod by other wTitersJ but they 
wt:re goi.11~ hy press rcJ·~nso:> am.l ''~ubli c :mnounce>:;t<"H'lts. They knew noth·ln~ 
c,f the dcd!::.1ons nnd conv·n·<..~at:i. on:> m~d ~n·ivatt~ phone c<llls of !•nyor 
Hartsfield ~:md t:r. Abrm• to tho i'iat.iono.l Comr.dttco, l-:hieh \~era the n)al 
bc;;irm:im; of -:;on:'\tldn" thilt rtfttht h.::t;e f'nJ n ''r't.'!!t ~fs-cct in ~ndn~'h;'i 
•}• '' \ (1:... rt '· .. l ' ~··..:,; ~ : ... '- ::, :·. 1.:..· ( ~ .,_ • • ...,. 'I '-~ ~ 
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C<md n.· COi ):Dls •-. tc.' ~ay t 1Hlt tho :lc~ro po .1plo ~'l·c • t o very 
<~en ncro.tc. d.:.::: in -r • .~ • , , : · ou: . .c1. t. ::c:· Hi :r.:1tl i cn1 $ :-~.' J c. ·t~·'-! :i ~:; u. 
o:te dovclor'ing, usin:r tho sumo t~ctics of the white uxtr r--:..1 sts in 
fo .::or re .. rs., 'ftc • . .;~ ito c;.:.tl·c:.:lcts' u:·:;u.ti::I:tit~o~~;, p..-rt.iculr~:·l)r 
the .u ~~lu-:r ::1<~1;, :,:l'..'c Lc,:.r, . cn(loroJ ltal-r:lo$r. t.r n cc,r.,; .... · .41 c..f 
infiltra.ti.c:1 td.tl: :n:,.,r:Jcrs rc!lrc·scntin~ cithc.r the :.:}.I. or othcl' 
n~tion3l or·~::lai:.ation!;, t:ith tile r.::::>ult they n-::o nolo.' ~~.wJ·o c.h·cun!5FCCt 
and in constant feat· of pro5ccution. 

Ca 1dor a.l~o cc... 'l"-~ls r:Jo to s.n)• that tho Stvclcnt ::on .. Violent CO>'l .. 
~ittco in , t :r.r.:.~. ,,.:.:; f::ll~n i11'·o '>o-;;..,;.h<l · rnJical :lt.T~t.is . The a.w.rul 
incf,Jcnt r.t ·~1~ ':; !>:.:.t-.:.n:;~r.t c. . c·~ ·.-~:~'':i q~o · hct a r.rr.u}) of ucr:or:
strators. 1wst of t>ho::J \,~·ro in thoi:r thirties, caused n ncar riot by 
ccn'"li ttin;! ~I etc of c'h:,ccni t}' .:ind vrmt~r.!li sn insit!c- t~le xc;.taur'-lnt, has 
sorvocl to turn '"~'lY ot:.en:iro mocl<n·ata \•hit'"' cititens nn~L~>t th r..1o 

Recruitir.~ c. ·~,:1:?ifn5 in northern collor,os ~hould also he clo!;ely 
tmtchcd to s~o that stuJcr:t9 aro not h~"!in~ tollctl into ali1:nin~ thcrJ• 
selvc" ·ith !';1"0Up~ of p:ro.fussion'll ~r:itntor!i. CCWit:lttnists onu Clthcr 
off .. bcat pcr.sonn attl'«!CtcJ to this uovc:· .. cnto Cnution sbould also be 
exercised to sec that serious study groups nre not ho;;uiled with exag ... 
r.oratiotls r.:rtl!c in orJcr to r.,ise; uon<1y. 

In r;ly o;>inion., tho 1\!:!'rican 1~oi!1'0 :nur;t now restrain somo <rf his 
m"n people from acts of "'>:.trcnism, whicl. can only hurt the long ... r~nr.e 
couso of good racial relations. 

Sincoroly yours, 

Willinm G. Hartsfield 
";bh/ctb 

. ; -.·. ....... · ... ···' . 
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