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Conversation #2: President Kennedy and W. Averell Harriman 

President: Governor? 

Gov. Harriman: Yes, Mr. President? 

President: How are you? Listen, I've gotten a call from the Justice Department about this 
merger of the B&.O [Baltimore & Ohio Railroad] and C&O [Chesapeake & 
Ohio Railroad]. 

Gov. Harriman: Yes, sir. 

President: And evidently, the unions are opposed and the companies are for, and I 
am wondering what our position ought to be on it.  You got any 
knowledge about this one? 

Gov. Harriman: Not specifically, because I thought this thing had been pretty well agreed to. 

President: Agreed to? 

Gov. Harriman: I say I thought that, uh, I don't know what the Justice said, but from our point 
of view, I would have to double check it, Mr. President, I'd have to be sure, 
but I don't see any objection to it. 

President: I see. 

Gov. Harriman: Does the Justice feel that they had something? 

President: I guess the unions are hard on it. 

Gov. Harriman: They would always be on any of these mergers. 
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President: Yea, well I didn't know enough about it, and evidently they are trying to 
get the government into it, and I didn't know whether they had any validity, 
and I guess it has some effect on the future mergers. I tried to get [         ] 
Martin, but he is over in Holland, dedicating some fair. 

Gov. Harriman: I sent him over there. They asked for Franklin D. [Roosevelt, Jr.], Mr. 
President, they had to have a top man, so I sent Martin for the weekend over 
there. 

President: Right. 

Gov. Harriman: But now, how soon do you need to know this, by Monday morning? 

President: Yea, well, maybe you can give me a call Monday on it. 

Gov. Harriman: I'll have a call to you Monday morning, and I will try to get it before that, but 
I'm not sure I can reach the other men. 

President: Oh, good, thank you. 

Gov. Harriman: I'll let you know Monday morning. 

President: Right. Thank you. 




