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STERN:

O'DONNELL:

Oral History Interview
with
JAMES P. O'DONNELL

July 16, 1981
Boston, Massachusetts

By Sheldon Stern

For the John F. Kennedy Library

RO 4 &'

Why don't we begin, then,with just a--if you could,begin with

a brief summary of your background and general connection to

o tovaov te

the Kennedys, \And coming up to when you started to work for

George Ball [George W. Ball]. Then we'll go back and . . .
Right. Yes, that's curious. 1I've, hever actually written

any of this. Except,from time to time,the German press

always said, "Did you know John Kennedy's_[JdehnF-.. Ksnnedy}
[Sosogh [ Kenved Ty Y:Se‘ephp Wiy e 3

L
older brothef? Did you know the ambassadorz Did you know

Mrs. Kennedy? And so on. So let me fill in briefly. As I
say, I delibrately have never written in the United States,
on the grounds that 1 dislike the type of journalist who

sprnds one evening with a man and goes out and writes a

book. I prefer to do it theiother way. And; I'm no relation,

incidentally, to Kenney O'Donnell [Kennethﬂghiffg 0'Donnell].
A )
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A man like Kenngy was a thousand times closer to Jack than I

was. On the other hand, I probably knew the father as well

as Kenngy O'Donnell,or at least earlier. I mean I just wouldn't
know} }}é'd have to check that out with Kenn,e/yj yl’ﬁ'lt.':, incidently,
3
I don't know. I'met him two or three times very briefly.
. .

We're aware of each others existence. But I was far-:W%en i

was an offjcal in the Kennedy government, I, of course, was

on a far lower, and more distant. level than Kenny. Okay.

stov €S,

It starts really like all good Boston Irish?, it's always
4+ ¥y

i

;'my grandf%ﬁher knew hiiﬂ Actually, my grandfather knew his
grandfather because they were in local politics here, back

when it was almost exclusively Republican. And since my

grandfather was a lawyer, jJohn O'Conndt%Eﬁf;

=-that's a remote relative of mine who just makle the Supreme

L

Court last week}"fhird or fourth cousin or something.  But

my grandfather, John O'Connog;ﬁwas a Tremont Street lawyer
and knew Jack's grandfatherJ but the way all Boston Irish
politicans knew and liked to dislike each other. I don't
thiink he knew the ambassador. He simply knﬁw of him,
because he would have been olderj ‘&& grandfather would

have been a good ten years older. O0# the other hand, I have

4
1 v !

an older brother, John O'Donnell [~} r .. 't /7 Dewwe | [,

I
the newspaper.man,Awho was about the ambassador's age, And
(g / £
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‘he'd gone to Tufts and played baseball against Harvard, and

knew Joe--we're now talking about the ambassador, Joseph

.Qr.
Kennedy,S%ﬂ*erﬁ}kﬁn#&r?-—ﬁeﬁﬂeéy—&rr&? And through my older

brother\/hanﬁ throughout the thirties, when I was quite youngye,

when I was a high school studen%rﬁi firstee = .ﬂtiﬁo the first

ity {
member of the Kennedy, fam11y whom I knew personallyyﬁand

incidently.11ked tremendouly72was the man whosg'now called

Ve
the founding fakther. And I&d'like, a little bit later, to

defend him on the grounds--an isolatlonist he was; iut that

7 A.., i

he had the remotest respect for Hitler or Muaaulin% and so oﬁ
is simply not true. I talked with him for long hours . . .
Well, why don'tﬂéﬁ into the/léo into that right now.then.

Go into that right now?.

Sure.

Good. All right then. When did I actually first meet him?

-

I met him in the Manhattgﬁ of the mid-thirties at oone of
these fashionable, I thlnkg-frankly, ex-speakeasies. It may

have becn Stork or Twenty- One’ ”hlch I certainly couldn't

afford. But my brother was the Washingtefi--my brother,
. 7
Johnwﬁﬁas the Washington correépondent of the New York

Daily News, which was at that time America's largest news-

)
paperj I don't think it is any more;fAhd, incidently, was

very pro,pro-new deal pro You people of the younger gen-

eration don't realize that now, but the,News up until 39 or




el

(0
'40 was down-the-line for uncle Franklin Roosevelt[Franklin

-

D. Roosevelt], And in thati«&f% and so, imcidently, was}vagJ

> 5
—

was Joe Kenned%gEJoseph P. Kennedy];Awho had just--That's is-g}\

he had just had this big job, reconstruction finance.

STERN: Right.
[
O'DONNELL: Then-~1 don't think he' dc&ﬁﬂ&ﬁguylth Rogsevelt  particu-

larly, I think he'd gone back 1nto business, among other

thingssgbgbllywood and Schenley's and so on--to make moneygjk

<

which he was rather good at. So, he was obvio@ly picking

up the check this evening in, let's say)ZEgggxﬂggp} I'm
quite surg} historically,it pmebably wasn'tj kﬁﬂt it was a
place like that, WhiChﬁyto me, I was goégle—eyed. I think
this is the first time I had been in--not, no not the first
timgfzghe first tige I'd been in that particular club. And.-.
I was taken with him because he was in the--let's see, the:.

ambassador theé}was probably about the same age that John
"
Kennedy was at the end.~-1In other words, he was in his late

#
i

-
-

forties. And. . . Jbbut there was no political talk.

Two;éf can name three or four other fairly promineant people
% f
who were there. ‘?he columnist, Doris Fleeson--now there's a

real down-the-line democrat...She was my brother's wife.
) P
‘ e TLE N
In other words, she is, or was-she's now dead too,gaw;essw-
she is?ﬁzr was, my brother's--my half brother's--ex-wife.

: 4

) ¢ A I v 4
She later married Dan~ﬁ}>ﬁﬁ/ 1. ﬁ/fih é,ﬁfj /.
: P !
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i

Two or three other people there, I think Arthur Krock

of the New ¥ork Times and the Washington correspondent.
Who's an old frienq of the ambassador's.

Indeed, indeed.\,{ei:;i I think Walter Trohanfs,} {

still alive, of the Chicago Tribune, who was coverirng the
White House,but also Wemt. Joe Kennedy)sgibﬁ? had many,
many friengs in the press. Even those who did not praise ':*
him:in print knew him privately. I think among other
things he was @uo prime source of information. $o that

was the first meeting. There's nothing particularly
political about that, but it establishes thejrhe length.

Then the next year my brother came up to--I'm not sure it

was Hyannisport, but it was the Cape. And I remember our
driving over, And then there was a political conversation
and it was--I can date this quite well--it was at the time of
a famous Roosevelt &peech called‘buarantine the Aggesso%}—a\
Chicago, 1937. This-~hard maybe for your gereration to redall
it--but this was a big moment in Americas It had nothing to

do with votes. Roosevelt had already won--overwhelmingly in

- g )
'36. But&Jand incidently every--the word interventionist
/A
TA)

had not even been invented in '37--but this was the first
sign that a president of the United States might do some-

thing more than mere neutrality to stop Hitler. Therefore,



-

s

this speech really divided the natione...I wouldn't say that ..
.I&?retrosgectg it looks like the dividing 1ine.I}I know that
this is wgre my brother got off the wagon. My brother was a
World War I veteran, and almost obsessed with no foreign wars,
as was, at that time, the ambassador. ﬁaf“ggglly, if you have
a good memory, as were ninety-five percent of the American
people. I think our generals and admirals-{YBu see, we were
all hiding behind the Maginot Line. Your generation
realizes that the Mqéénot_ - Line was not as solid as this
seawall out here. But to us, in '37, the Maginot
Line wasy-we had been assured, impregnable. And there was .
a myth of the, of the French, .,
So in that mentaligy,.people then broke down. And those who w2vyp_
A i .
isolationists ; ) Jn other words, no \wient
alliances. And the others that started with Roos--and so
that would include the ambassador, include my brothere. I'm
not so sure it included me. 1 was then thirty-seven} 1 was

a sophomore over here--the place across the river, as my ;. !

grandfather calle%{it. I think,I was--we were left-wing,. —
4

New Deal liberals intended;«l don't think we used the word
P CA\

interventionist, but we were anti-Hitler, anti-Fascist)and

we later became aid, aid to the United States by aiding the

Allies-nvﬁpndles for Britain and all that sort of--as in;i-
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1

for a couple minutes, on the father. That's the second

i N &
~dently, Jack Kennedy was, but less so. Now to continue, /¢ F

meeting and the third meeting. Now théﬂ%%urth time,I
didn't actually meet him, but itfs an incideng;&ﬁ%i much
in his lif%71§;; certainly in mine. I had spent the
summer in Germany as an exchange studen57£§é won't go
into whg;zﬁﬁt it was to learn the language and a few
other things. And he knew I was there, Amd when I came
out the first of September when, when England and Frase

i Fren. -
- - opdt
when}permany marched into Poland)and‘England on a Fridayge™

A
and England and France declared wagyan a Sunday, Sep-
tember first, second)and third, i-fhiﬂkam I crossed the
border, got out of Germany--although you see we were
neutral at that time--and into Holland. And that was a
terrible scene because Americans flowing from all over

i ,2,‘3
Europe -amdyended up there. Tken you had the far more

serious refugé%K}Jewish people, German-Jewish people, or
even from farthgf east; plus;;ﬁti-fascist German /

Many of these people were to be scooped up nine monthe. ..
later--did not survive. I saw a lot of suicides in
Rotterdam. Anyway, I myself was soranded for five or six
weeks which--one of those things you live withg-I mean .I,1

didn't fear much. 1 mean, ewen hhad the German army

marched in, Americans were still treated, you know, as if
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-we had a golden armrjfor political reasons. But the

ambassadorquith all of his othen. panblem/)

e

advanced me the ticket money. Because with the out-
break of war the--I had a studentsticketkon the Holland-

American line whick, for which I probably paid s hundred
oY ot

and thirty dollarq,at that..- It was probably around--dlrt

cheap in those days. And thaf;very ship, New Amsterdam,

went out to the then Dutch Indies, now Indonesﬂa% é? that
vanished with the war. And I needed money to live there,

in Rotterdam when#prices just--the Dutch did not act well in
as A

that perio‘jAfPeople seldom do under panic. jhéfﬁmbassador

realized that andradvanced the money to my brother actually,

who was with the BEF LFTpli{%a\ Cj /e d/‘%l&}ijf “f ;:;Vf*éY

\ Ve oo
And he gave it to me,.and so I got out?in November '39. So

naturally,I was very grateful to. . . . Basically it's the
duty of any amgassador, but it _helps to have a wealkhy
ambassador 'cause he, you know, he reaches into his own
pocket. I did pay it back; but;:ﬁeverthetless, it was very

helpful. I didn't get to see him then. He remained as

ambassador. I saw him sometime in the campaign of '40,

And here comes perhaps the first real and fairly sharp

political discussion, ﬁight here in Boston, I think, about. ..

UQE’ Roosevelt gave really a great speech at the Boston Arena.



-9-

_ That's the one thaththe cabaret-people--
"I have said it before, but I will say it again, and again,

and again ¢ o o "

STERN: “My~{ﬁ#-ﬁi, I'11l never see an American boy . . .

O'DONNELL: Yeah. ""Your boys"--I think I've got it literallyf ';%use
I was sitting right in front of him; you know, I was
really in the third row, or fourth, with a press pass by
that time: "Your boys will not be sent to fight in any
foreign war.'" Now Roosevelt was possibly the greatest
orator of his day. There are a couple of--Churchill.
[Winston S. Churchill], Goebbels,[Paul J. Goebbels |
curiously,was a--in an evil sense, but a magnificent
orator. But I, I would rate Roosevelt highest *cause he
was so handsome. And this pledge-;%he hysteria in the
Boston A’rena, you know, ten days béfore election. Well,
1 think he juséified bt by $aying,t'"The way that involves
the United States is no longer a foreign gng", or something
like that. But in any case, 1 was pro-Roosevelt then and
still am, as a matter of fact. The father, Joe Kennedy, had
cooled, but he gave a pro-Roosevelt speech. A few weeks
later--perhaps even months later--I met him,this time,in
my brother's flat in Washington. This time he's no longer

ambassador, he's no :longer in the government, and he's

fairly bitter about Roosevelt. And so I asked him--I don't
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think I ever called him Joe, he was too old for that. I

-

think I called him Mr. Ambassador, most likely., My brother

would call him Joe. There's a difference because . . .

STERN: Sure, sure. _
O'DONNELL: "Why did you give that pro-FDR speech?" And he said, "Well
)

sunny boy, if you really want. to know, hé%awfully good at
}/ ' R X

looking at income taxes.' Aadﬁgpere I--%?u could see a
warm frieﬁdship cooling. I think that Franklin Roosevelt
got angry at Joe for his being lukéwarm and possibly . —e=»
And also there was real hostility, unfortunately, between
Eleanor Roosevelt [Eleanor*ﬁr"ﬁuvseveiﬁ;"and Jack Kennedy's
father. Those two people just--they were opposites. They

disliked each other. 1In retr@spect, again, I think both

were too bitter. I think that people like Joe Kenndy and

my brother, Johﬁf[z
were much too Litte:‘on Eleanor’ and she, in turn, was a

. .
much sharper politihn than people think. I mean she, she was, a,
she was a major figure in thht*administration. But later,
you remember% wihen she was very much agidinst Adlai [Adlai E.
Stevensonj:fmknd then too, she was against Jack in '60.
And, if I may put smmething in here, I do believe that an
Eleanor Roosevelt--1 hate to say this--but I do think that
one of her faults was a???ft least unconsﬁéugrﬁanti-Catholic

™y

bias. Sorry to say that but T think it's there.
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STERN: I think it's there.
O'DONNELL: bcause it comes out just a little tovoften.

[Soseph . Lpond)
STERN: lLash4 Lash shows that . . .

$

0'DONNELL: Does he? Well--flow Joegminciﬁently;ri knew at that time
too;-and Joe was certainly an admirer, and still is, I'm
sure.
STERN: Yeah. :
O'DONNELL: More of Eleanor. So that a lot of people at that time o o .
Here perhaps we'd better switch to Joe Kennedx Junior
[Joseph P. Kennedy Jr.].
STERN:  Right.
-0l e
O'DONNELL: 'Cause in thatﬁ\.~v~2_The time thing I'm giving you here,
1 hope you're able to follow,'cause what we're--we're

coing back forty years. In other words, I'm about twenty-

one at this time. 1In collégé)I was in the class of '39 at

Harvard)which is to say I entered in '35. I commuted my

wn the

freshmmn year'i%I was no§1xfrd--from Melrose, and my soph-

more year. And then my junior and senior year,1 was in
Leavritt House. And it was when 1 was in residence there
that I first got to know Joe well. Now here--Joe Junior--
and here is a surprising thing. During that period of
Harvard--it's not the last convertible period} that'sil%e

next five years--but roughly speaking, from '35 into '40
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- ‘ Y
.and 'alﬁw:causeﬂtherebne year a graduate student toor- G
r 1 x
“Junior Fellow.-~That pre-war, and up to the outbreak of

war period, the campus was very alive.

)
and these great debates we had. Chancellor Brﬁning’TERL>Q;;Lug,

wand

3__ H Q; LA /,63"‘&“5? AR ft:jJ |

-

& ! ' { ~ &
was there and \ A/ €m G-f e tan ; "
A SAlVEn : L ! O oniveniiy, |
4o .. ,J
and so on. To,all Harvasds this is sort of

he was there,

a nostalgic period. The faculty at that time was not

only very much alive, but, but these great issues of the

day were debated about every dight. Now there was where

.-
-

Joe Junior was a good student but a camp--we didn't use
»

v

the word campus there, but at Harvard you had "activists',.

He was, I think, president, or the driving force in the

1)

Harvard %fmocratic giﬂb--the Harvard Libeva| Clow,
And then,I think we also had a special FDR [Franklin D.

Roosevelt] club. We had a lot of these things. And we were

manipulateﬂg There was as=wile—s, fhe political spectrum at
A &

A
/

Harvazd ranged from Trotskyists [Leon Trotsky]| to practically
pro-Franco [Francisco]. I remember the son of the owner of
the Grace Line was one of few rather literate and civilized
defenders of Franco. But at that time,that was quite rare.
Above all on an American university cmmpus. And Joe was in

between the prectical politician. s..... I've often been

asked how far would he have gone}‘uﬁécause the old man had

nominated him as a .+ o~ s » I honestly thin?}that to become
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pres1dent of the United States-—for anybody, even for a
[spwmes €. Cortev Ty, |

Jimmy Career Fﬁimmy—&arﬁgf] to become‘yres1dent of the
, .

United States--lightning has to strike at least three

times. So I think that Joe Kennedy Jr. would certainly

hawse
have made it to senator. Whether he'd of made the pres-

idency-- ? ] as the Scots say--

whb can tell. But there was a difference in personality
between Joe and Jack which was- quite marked to us who knew
them both at that time. In the first place, we all tended

to know Joe better, and Joe was just everywhere. He was in
the square, he was there at night,tg§én on weekends and so on.
A generous man, a--he reminded me, curiously, of a sort of a
cross between his own father and a very prominent politican

at that time, James A. Farley. 1Imn, in,in other words the

likeable--much more of a glad-hander than Jack.

That's interesting.

“Tin £4€

Yeah. As I say, these brothers liked each other, but they
M

were quite, quite different. The&e was at least the
difference between Joe and Jack as there was between Jack
and Bobby [Robert F. Kennedy];»‘%bt forgetting the present
senator either. But everybody says the Kennedys are all
alike, and we know what, what one means. It's like saying
that U.S. currency is all alike. But there also were pro-

\r\
found differsnces of personality. And “this was noticeable
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to people like us who knew them when they were really just
a Boston phenomenon, long before it became a national dis-
cussion. Should I speak a little bit more on Joe?
STERN: Oh, that's fascinating. Sure.
O'DONNELL: Good. As I say, an extremely likeable fellow. Very much the

politican, in the best sense.of that much abused word. An
N D
activist. Politically, basically new Aéal} IIsdvsay a little
; N 0
bit skeptical afew deal, as every fairly wealthy person was.

On the war, in_th# beginﬂngg‘isolationist, But I think after

the fall of France,he, similar to Jack, felt that the war

v
against Hilter had toqﬁought. Mind you, Bobby and Teddy

+.
Edward M. Kennedy | at that time were just. wq young~--one
. b 4 ‘ﬂ? &;

-9
knew of their existence, but they were--I saw Bobby once,I
think,and he was : a sailor boy suit, ten
years old. The next time I met him he was Attorney general.

. ¢
But to finish that on Joe Junior, the tragic end of it was. .

' I remember one ride,we, we rode one time--it wasn't his car,
but I guess he simply rented it or something. We drove from

-

the Harvard yard toﬁBuPont Circle in Washington, where he
dropped me. We must have been eleven hours on the way. We
had a car of six,- 4nd we recited limericks all the way.,
Every three minutes, somebody had to come up with a limerick,

4nd most of them were pretty naughty, but we made it the

whole, the whole distance.
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Was Jack there too?

No, Jack was ﬂot there. Jack--tébegin with, although I had
three or four chats with him and so on, it. . . . I was one
year ahead of him,which means when I was a sophomore he was
in that--freshmﬁn. And he was a Choatéist,I think you'd

call them- So,one simply ;;;mi:‘;, I was already in a couple
of classgs with him. I think I was in a course called
History é;e with him, I'm not sure, And a govérnment course,
or something like that. Then my senior year was his junior
year and he spent that in London. He wasn't around at all.

Then in his senior vear I met him--his senior yeaﬁ.n,_,mjg\’

Yet see, 1 was a graduate student..-I met him up in the

stacks of Widener Library fairly often; Jﬁé was researdh-

o DA .~ %

B —--0f
ing thés book Why England Slept. And then I had a job-as.a--_

0

not as a tutor, that was a much too exalted status, but it

-

was called a gunior<£eachingﬁéellow.. In short, and in clear
text, I piéked up some eating money by correcting books of
eminent professors} Professor Fay [Sidney B. Fay], Professor
Brightman‘[hagar S. Brightman], Professor Langer [William

L. ;ang;r], and Chanceilo; Bruening. I think I read the
ﬁiue Booke-~I1'm Notw~Ro, on Bruening,I don't think I did.

The other three.“;Blue:Eooks of under graduates. And the
rumor was that we threw them on the stairs

-

!
and that's not true. And I can remember them, but very,
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) very vaguely. Jack had a very, very legibley nice hand-

Oy »
writing. He could not spell worth a‘daan And his--a

&

XY
specific course--I remember giving him an A-minus,; not

because He was Jack Kennedy, but because he had written
a good pa;é;. It was an appreciation of James Madison,
very, very well written. It'musg be somewhere here in
the files, my files.
STERN: It probably is.
O'DONNELL: We'll dig it out some day. Okay, but I, I.-.. . . At that
time, let's say rthe whole four years of college, I cannot

remember having spent an evening with him, I cannot re-

}%WPW)&*VI
member. . . . Yeﬁr-meet him a couple timegp:it was always
i wie

s

through‘Joe. It wag%shat--and Jack was there. We all
liked him. We regarded him as quite scholarly, quite ?ﬁg-“§?*“V
diffident. We knew he was a ladies man, but all Kennedys

were ladies men, ;Khd he certainly was not a loud-mouth

about it. He was a, you know, -» quiet operator. And

that prettv much is; is, is what I recall of the Cam-

bridge time. Now on Joe again, I was to see him only

once more, under quite tragic circumstances. We jump

from '40 to--let me make a pause in '42, 1942, I was al-

ready in the U. S. Army and I was at Fort Monmouth, but I

had a ten day furlough. So I came up here to meet my

brother in New ¥ork,§ﬂﬂﬂ#é drove out to Hyannisport, and
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the father promised to take us out on thefyacth I, .I think
| Haink Tt wata At wm - '
it was the Marlin; the-name-of it-was the-Marlin. But some-
ot oYY,
how the bad weather came up so we just sat and drank a con-
)

-

siderable amount of, ofﬁgin rickeys,whick was the drink at

that time. And there I noticed the father getting quite

A
ne
bitter about the war. He, was almost obsessed in a Eugene, Cuen

“thit
0'Neil| sense, "I may lose all my sons.'" In fact)it wagpjr

this was this black Irish side of Joe Kennedy which I think
deserves to be mentioned to 52;¥é;§. I was a little bit

shocked at, at the morbidity. But, of course, they all were
slowly exposed. Jack was in--Joe was in the Navy air force.
Jack, with his little boat.,as we used to call it--P T boat,

/7

Bobby, toward the end, was--young as he was--was still in, I

think, as a gob. Teddy, of course, was too young. And then
IKevrine r: 9

there was thig business of Kathleen [Kathleeﬁ‘ﬂarington]

which we'll come to in a minute. So,in, in terms 6f the

commitment, he, he was almost, ;é;3~ﬁay7*an Irish-Greek

about this, this morbid fear that he would lose . . .

Did he, did he,in a sense,kind of blame that on Roosevelt?

I'm afraid one would have--my brother did. My brother was a,

was a, a, an extremely b#tter. . o . All the isolationists

turned to become admirers of MacArthur [General Diuglas

MacArthur]. Win the war, and that sort of thing. But they---
4 : but

g
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nevertheless, they wanted an argument after the war about

whether the war hadn't been convenient to Roosevelt's

/

third and foutth term ambitions. That was the charge.
Good Lord, trying to be very objective about it, How can
you even tell what goes on in the mind of a man like
Roosevelt, éiﬁdoubtedly, &go ‘that he wasy @&nd you have to
be an ego to govern this countryg He regarded himself as
irreplaceable} and, you know, one thing leads to another.
The argument put forwarQ;jPot by the ambassadorsnow, but
by my brother, quite openlx;zwas that Roosevelt provoked
the Japanese into the attack. I do not think that Joe
Kennedy believed that. I cannot sight chapter and verse,

B
but they--let's put it this way, I'm not, you,know,

l
And I, will defend John [sic] in many things. An isolation-

ist had a perfect right to be an isolationist,tn my mind.
They shouldn't ﬁ;e thrown so many low punches. The low .
punches were also thrown on the other side. If, if, if, yous~

like I, myself,~if you were dedicated and felt it was an

absolute necessity to fight Hitler,, Mussolini, and the Jap-

anese ¢
7

gt how) oy oHhEr,
was the-herrer, the primordial issue. We didn't have much

. 40
'\f;~‘~7'+ommy mind even then and now)I think Hitler

of a great aquarrel wirh Facist Italy other than with an =

unpleasant form of government. But with Hitler, I thinke=

ok,
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-1 thought then and I think todag—awe did. The interven-
tionist thing--and here we get to ;he Eleanor Roosevelt)
or the Doris Fleeson#or I was an interventionist myself,
9nd/1 was probably theEszer;:Q:;;z}We began to regard
people like Lindbargh [Charles A. Lindbergh] as traitors;
and traitor is a terrible word in politics. Once that
comes in--we had it later with Senator McCarthy [Joseph
R. McCarthyl]. Words like traifor, facist, communist,
fellow traveler, agent,.upless they are absolutely and
clearly defined.-I meen, unless a person is.~g_~La;For
example,; not every Marxist that I know is a communist.
And T would be very, very careful. I might say a Marxist
scholar, meaning a man who's, who's, who's instrument of
research is, is Marxist flavored but he's not a member of
the NE;:P [

and he's certainly not an agent. Well that's an issue

that's behind us,I hope, anyway. But ' = these labels

were pretty rough at this time and this explains much of

P
+lok

the later flaek of Eleanor Roosevelt's permanent resent-
ments against Jackjand the father's--the founding father's---
resentment against,-wel% such,flanks of the New FPeal, let

us say, as Arthur Schlesinger Junior {Arthur-M:i—Schltesinger-drviy

o

not Senior. Whereas Jack and Arthur were friends. There's

J
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a, generation thing in there. I think the older generation
felt these issues somehow more bitterly than we who fought
the war. Now I move on to '&44 because it's the last and
quite tragic meeting witﬂzjoe Kennedy Junior. 1I'd gone
overseas in '43 in, in the arm% and I was stationed first
in London and then down on Beachey Head,which is that high
promontory on the Channel close to Dover, about fifty miles

west of Dover. D-Fay, part of D-Dax)took place from there

N

as a matter:lhurw3 And we were there forfvery obvious
reason. We were ;n signal corpé;gode breaking and direction
finding, and the higher we could get in on the German army
fronts--long, long before the invasion. And one day--this
must have been October '43 I would say--I was walking--in
Beachey Head there's a town of Eastborne--and I met
Kathleen Kennedy, whom I had met before but I had met her at
the age of say thirteen or fourteen when she was a chubby
little rosy-cheeked girl, and now, of course, she wak a
woman of eighteen. She had come over and was--stage door
e
canteen)I thinka\\gmerican Red Cross stage door canteen.
After al¥)she had known London because she had been there
early on. And it was at this time that she met--and I
think that when I met her she was already engaged to the

Marquis of Hartington’whom I &also met because his unit was

contiguous to ours ;and we were picked to be the first
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into Normandy. Actually my unit did not move out until

about three or four weeks later. But his, as far as I

Mo
recall, was in"D 1 or 2 or 3 in those early days, and he

/
a

was killed very few-<he was killed in early July. Now at

that tim%féPaCk to October '4}A§E met her--I said I met her

in Eastborne, that is wronge=1 met her right in London at

the stage door canteen. And we were not allowed to say

)
where we were, you see, where we were stationed, for ob-

)X

vious reasons. Particularly if youﬂstationed, as 1 was,

on a--1 was a operations officer‘ﬁééia signal company .at

that time. Precisely because we were in this five mile
4 PWOVa

limit thing,it was, very indiscree%; ,h% would be a court-

martial offense. But somehow or other, she, being a civil-

ian, mentioned that she was spending a week-end in Eastborne.
]

This is where the Marquis of Hartington was stationed,‘yoﬁ
se€, And I s;;d, "Well, fine. 1I'1ll drive you down."™
}ecause I had a jeep and a driver} and in those days even
a jeep in England was a luxury. We did not have the left
wheel drive either} ,%e had to drive on the wrong side of
the street, it was the same way. So I drove her down. It
must have been a Sunday, Sunday afternoon or Sunday evening.
It was only a couple of hours drive. And still didn't quite
Aot

dare tell her where I was stationed, but)when I dropped. .

The Marquis of Hartington's family had let one of their--

.



-22-

.they were estate owners, among other things--one of their
hunting lodges and so on, to the Royal Eastborne Country

Club, which in turn were training WACS [U.S. Women's Army

Corps] or WRENS [Women's Royal Naval Service]| or whatever.
C_\_br'f ok M~ "_? A
But Kathleen had a, had a“cottage there4f752e) I was

stationed only five miles awayes= §® the next day or so, I
walked up and introduced myself, And that was where 1 met--~
I was a first lieutenant and the Marquis of Hartington was,

I think, a major.—fﬁ% met each other and exchanged notes on

gl yod 8

this and that, had a long chat. And this is where I heard

t Y

TYLE «}
Rose Kennedy [Rose Fl Kennedy], the mother, was very,

that
Vs

very hostile to this marriage, for seventeen or eighteen
reasons, and was about to come over to try to break it,
which I--I didn't see it’%ut I subsequently heard that she
did. She wangled a B17 andlcame over because she wanted a

Roman Catholic church ceremony. And if you know the Harting-

tons,and so on, you could see why that really couldn't

happen. Anyway, the marriage took place;%pd Kathleen was

upset about it,but,zon the other hand, it was, vou know,

"You know ;pther, ;;d I love her, but this is my life" sort <.

/qﬁ:». = Marquis of Hartington was a really charming Brit
Slﬁbt that all Marquises are charming, but

he was. He was also a good soldier. Then. . . . So we hads . . .

Oh,I would say I ‘drove her up on this, this, this run maybe
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-six times, maybe eight or ten, and then_ziings began to
tighten up and we had security relations down there and
the spring came on and I stopﬁeg. But in that very crit-
ical period, pre-D day, withAL;nsion building daily, we
didn't. . . . I knew in April that it wasn't going to be
in one day, because of the weather and so on. But I
actually thought maybe it could be in two weeks or three

wgﬁkgf So we went on living in a tense time. And it was at

that period that, after I had not heard from Kathleen for a

month or so,and didn't even realize she was down there, she

sent a message to me somehow, maybe telephone, that an old

~
friend of mine was there and that;?ééuld I come for high tea,
or something like that, which I did. And there was Joe. . .
Junior. This time he was in his navy pilot's uniform but he
was wearing cdmouflage too. And he gave me a cock-and-bull
story, more or less, about how he'd love to get in the war .
s he }
but actually all he was engaged in doingzwas a taxi flyer.
That he was flying navy planes to Englan& and then going
back, and that he wasn't getting into action? ‘5hich, inci-

dently, may earlier have been true, I don't know. But he was

there on a2 very secret mission, We now know what it was.

1%

It was this blowing up the B-2 sites, which I knew about and

didn't dare tell him, because our radio was intercepted--the,
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messages sent by these V-1 and V-2 things. So we had a very
. i

A e 9
pleasant evening, discussed suld kang syne and stuff like
hornswoggling
that. But each knew that we were .. . A.. “.. the other a

little bit.r{§§curity conscious those days was that, wak
that high that you really didn't tell your best friend;ﬁore,
because your own safety was involved. So, to make a long
and rather tragic story short, two months later I, too, was
in Normandy and I heard, almost simultanf€ously, of the death
of the Marquis of Hartingtonf:% think that was in the Stars
and Stripes because by this time thé&ﬁarriage had taken
place--and within two or three weeks--I think I'm right on
this " July '44, or maybe August . . .
OkQZQ ﬁJLLﬁL)%Ti

P J
Was it August? That's right, because our troops--»=
We, we reached Paris by the twenty-fourth of August, so it
was probablérearly in August=--and Joe'%sf;And then 1 in-

"Oh,Oh,y

stantly thought back to this and felt, -hesy—he, He was in
there on, on these, these thingsJ That sort of ends the
war | CLhawefnies When I came back in '46 for a
very short while--'cause I switched uniform--I didn't even
take off uniform practically from the war to Hewsweek

correspondent, Sometime in '40 in Washington agein I met

the ambassader, but I didn't dare tell him this storyiﬁu.’

_Ehe wound was too raw. I did tell my brother, who later
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told me on his death bed that he had told the story. But L
at leasE)did not tell it. And I did not see the ambassador
again until seven years, 1957. 1 was living in France. 1
spent a long weekend with him down there. This was when the
Jack Kennedy campaign--but that was when he first asked me

to "Come aboard" as he put it)and I) unfortunatelyj declined.
But thagtﬁ getting far ahead of the story. Let's get back

to end gH; war, 1 didn't see any of the Kenned&s for some

yearsuntil I met Kathleen in Lomdon in '47] &ﬁnd one year

later she was killed in this really fluke accident--private

} g TN

-

planepflying to Nice7 Which incidently, thehhill that she

hit there--then this plane crashed--was only about five miles

from where, two or three years later, I, I built a house

which I still have there. So once in awhile I go up and look

at i1t, I;,ﬁag a sadvgh;ng« She was an‘fﬂfu}ly,nice person

and any rumors onefﬁas heard about this, that, and the other--
+

thet she was with a, a, a married man, for example.--That, that

explains itself if you knew the circumstances about that.

He was the pilot and was flving his friend; ,She was going
/,» v Wes - i 4 '.
down there to visit some”absolutely--I meen there was nothing
4 \
wrong with it as some of the gossip columnists had it. So

that's my last meeting with Joe Junior and that's the last

with Kathleen of course. Now, Jack. The . . .
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STERN: " Before we get on to that;I wondered if we could just ask you
one question. In terms of your perception of the differ-
ences between Joe Junior and Jack. I was thinking,as you
weréﬁé;sc;ig1np them earlier aboutAone of their teachers at
Choate;yho did an oral history}made a very interesting re-
mark about them,kand he knew them both.

Q'DONNELL: - huh, yeah.

STERN: And I wonder how this jibes with your sense of the two of
them. He remembered once hav1ng gone into town--I don't

~e v esn Bey

<know-~one—ef the tow?% that Choate is near..aﬁut they had a

very §$gict dress code in those days for kids, and he found_.

Joe Junior without a tie.. And he said, '"Young man, we were
not gofn%kto be in town without a tie." And he said that

B Joe Junior immediately apologized and went back and put on a
tie. And then he said that he had the sense that if he had
met Jack in the same circumstances,ithat Jack would have
tried to finesse it.. He would have said, '"Well, you know,
I brought it along but I lost it," or something like that.

O'DONNELL: Well, as I saj, the difference is this: Jacklwould have had
a tie on, aégf;r as my memory of the thing. And then that
second part. . . « Well, can I tell you a wonderful joke
that some members of the Kennedy family might not like;

but when I was talking to Jack--jumping way ahead now to
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1960-~1 think he was €enator, and I think he was already

president-elect, but he certainly was not president. I had

s

very few--I only had one lon%Afnég even long, one conversa-
tion with him when he was president,other than telephone.
But this was over at Marguerite Higginses [Ma?guéfite Godard

Higgins].____ __who comes into the story later on.

- STERN: Right.

O'DONNELL: And we were talking about Teddy; And 1 said, "You know Jack,
that business about cheating inkg;;nish exam at Harvard is
not good. You know ;

And he said, "Yes dammitj if it had only been a Greek exam!"

And--now that's a touch of--I've never written that story.
oo%

You can, you can have that for kicks. ~ I think it's character

revealing and would tie in with this Choate thing. For ex-

ample, I'm sure that Jack Kennedy's reaction to Nixon [Rich

ard M. Nixon], whom he did not hate--he had his number but

he did not hate him--would have said,C(why,uin good, sweet

e

Jesus' sake, did he not burn the tepes?' 'Cause I know the«ffﬁjf
. -4 ) v
; N
I'm talking now about the president Kennedy--the tremendous
»
responsibilities of this office in, in--I've talked to Nixon

two or three times about this. But a man like Rooseyelt, or ;

P 48 o8 4
ba 2P $io iy

r !‘J‘,ﬁ";’i:/ -8, & ve &
Truman [Harry S. Truman], or Eisenhauer [Dwight D. Eisenhauer],

or '"Uncle'" Lyndon [Lyndon B. Johnson]--I'm not so sure about

Jimmy Carter [James E Carter Jr.}---But almost all of those
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-would of destroyed the tapes on the grounds of,‘oﬁ;ﬂthe

king can do no wrong.'" I mean, that was their conception
of the presidency. And, and Nixon saw this too, but. . .
And I've talked to Nixon two or three times about Jack
Kennedy. and you knowjyhe has the most amazingpdg;;ays had
the most amazing respect for him. Really! I mean, it's,
iths, it:s an almost touching?chere were so few nice
things to be said about Nixon. But I've been in circles

where Nixon was almost provoked to say something really
O

hostile about Kennedy. He never--and I think that was

/\
wws R

shown-sggﬁember the night of the election when it was
A
really so close, and Mrs. Nixon [Patricia Ryan Nixon]

i
was there, and she starting bawling. Nixon said, "No

i

sireef*?ﬁhe presidency of the United States is not a

raffle and there's gonna be no recount.'" And that, that,

%E“‘\;\-
thaSL_._-. Somebody should write a book somedaye-There
were a few things, parallels, between Richard Nixon and

A i

Jack Kennedy?! The young naval officer, the this, the that
and so on. But that's a little bit off our thing.
Okay, you wanted to get back to what you were saying

about your contact with Jack then,

Yeah. 1 cennot recall--I've often been asked this by

british, French, and German editors in song, wanting a

’
story'now,and to, try to reconstruct a political conver-
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sation in the Harvard days.bf;ﬁd I honestly ~¢n think of
only one, and that was a conQersation-—I think right up
there in the Widener stacks-—in which, curiously, Teddy
White, Theodore H. White, F&heedoté”ﬂT“thﬁe% was also

Vv

there; ‘ge was off ip the Chinese wing, the Yenching Insti-
tute. And anyway, igiwas not--we were not 3 deux,

there were five or six people there, I can't recall whowg >

it could have been a breakfast before the Dartmouth game |

or something like that. But Jack was holding forth quite
eloquently on the greatness of the founding fathers. The

theme was a federalist paper which I think involved Madison, ...
Hamilton [Alexander Hamilton], and John Jay [John Jay], or
maybe Bure , I don't know, But we got
discussing the federalist papers as a great American docu-
ment , énd theé}Jack Kennedy's great admiration--I say this
came out later in this Madison paper--for Jamesey boy, for
James Madison, And I think Jack's impression of--you would
expect a Bostonian to>be pro-Adams, either Sam [Samuel Adams]
or John [John Adams]|. But of all of them--and even a3l of
the Virginians, Washington [George Washington], Monroe
[James Monroe], Jefferson [fhomas Jefferson| and so on--I
think Jack had the most admiration for Madison. As I said,
this:::wr-;ﬁhd I've never seen this in, in any of the bies

ographies. Now, the one real serious conversation I had with
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the Jack Kennedy of the fifties,came up by sheer accident.
He had defeated Henry Cabot Lodge Eﬂgnry Cabot'Lodgegxright
here in '52, which was really a surprise victory. I was

abroadj I had switched now from Newsweek to The Saturday

Evening Post, and I was in Bonn . which had just become the,

the new capitol of the Federal Republic of Cermany)three or
four years. And there had also been an'election, an election
therey Adenauer [Konrad Adenauer | had won his second victory.

s

So it was sometime after thgg) quite possibllectober 53 ox

even April '54, I'm, I'm quite vague, I could go back in my
notes. But the date is not so much important, it, it--'52,
yeah--I'm inclined to think it was '53 rather than '54.

But in any case, very early in the morning, for some strange

reason, 1 was out bird watching around 7:00 A.M, along the

Rhine there-~-where it's most beautifulaby the Beethoven

[Ludwig van Beethoven] house, and the this, that, and the

other ; And Jack was staying with some-
body in the Btate Department who was a fellow Choate and

theirxr : " .
1 Harvard—-I--“E% name became quite prominent in the New Frontier

“': neN C.e
as host and hostess--I'11 think of it in a minute. The wife ‘& ¢
is a, is-a, is a well known  art critic.

STERN: Oh, I know who you mean.

O'DONNELL: Isn't that a shame?,
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I can't think of it.

G \_'w;\h"r,
éﬁﬁ&dh@? Ore « « « I can't either, but at least we know who

we're talking about. In any case, that's who we were staying

with. But I met him right along the Rhiney He was, you’krow,

playiug ducks and drakes; he was skating,-and stuff. That's

e
RS il = o

what‘hg\use to do on the Cépe. And as I came closer. I recog-
nized him--énd{{ mean, we hadn't aged so much that we didn't
recognige each other--and shook hands, andiﬁappy:toipeetzhim)
of course, énd I congratulated hi@rpthe victory was still
fresh. And 1 said, "Incidently, how the hell did you do it?"
I said, "I have--it's pretty tough to knock off a Lodge in
Massachusetts." And he says, "I probably wouldn't Hve done
it if he weren't the laziest son-of-a-bitch in the worldL"
And 1 said, "What do you mean?™ He said, '""He never started
to campaign.,until four in the afternoon." And I guess Jack
was up around the clock. And that way--we talked about
Boston politics andfhational politics, you know, thg!Steven-
versus ‘
son v}\Eisenhauer and so on. There he detected my loathing
of Eisenhauer, and he always tried to soft-pedal me on it.
But I could not stomach Eisenhauer and I can't today. And
he soft-pedalled me on that, and he made some friendly crit-
ical remarks about Adlai. One of the things he said 1 think

should be mentioned. He says that one of the troubles with

Adlai is that he likes those little witticismj but every one
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' them costs a hundred thousand votes. Now ;I think irve,

; it's true of Adlai ) but,curiously, Jack liked little

witticisms, and I think they were worth the hundred
thousand votes. There was a difference of personality
between the two. But the real theme was Germany, which

is fairly natural because we were in Germany &.f- The f?viﬁ .
il o T - FriLoy
>
and thipgs were begining to look up in Germany. For the

first time,really,we. could see this may be a functioning
o
democracy. We, we, we're not always wrong in what we back.

STERN: Excuse me. 1 just want to . . .

O'DONNELL: Oh, surely. [Fip Tave

BEGIN TAPE 1Z S0f 1L
k- )

O'DONNELL: And as I saxiXKneeland is the name, I think, of that, that
ftate lepartment familv. Kneeland or [Sneela e
STERN: That's not the naﬁe that rings a bell with me. I may be
"thinking of somebody else, but I just can't think of the
name.
O'DONNELL: 1It, igﬁéome to me. .I, 1 should know because this conver-
sations’uuds—awe wound up there and had a sort of 2 nine
o'clock breakfast, and a nice one too, which I remember . -

4nd the name that flashes on my mind is Kneelend, but that's

not quite.. e - . But in any case, it's the content of the

talk. that's important, and not the weather or anything like

that. It was a long discussion. lle never mentionad the
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presidency, Neither did I3 I mean, that was really a
long way off. But, he was already thinking in a
statgéanlike way, '"What do‘you think of NATO [North
Atlantic Treéty Organtzation |? “What do youe e « .M

{?u know this. . . . Jack abways cultivated news-
papermen, and helbrain-pickgd,which I think a good pol-

L §

itichan shouldsg this is one of the ways of discovering,

'
——

which is-j} don't want Eo run down professional diplo-
¢mw
mats, but I think you gat, if not a better pickure of
the area you were in, at least a different picture,
from the journalist. Because a diplomat, almost b?
definiton, is accredited not only to a state but to a
regimgn? He cannot, in all honesty;binform a visiting
American politician too much about the opposition} be-
cause if there's a slip—up)he's apt to be disaresgdited

.

in a hurry. This is a built-in failing of the diplomatic

n

professiOQ§,whereas a journalist, on the contarye-and

-
I'm not one of these barricades’ journalists against
everything--but a journalist has to keep up his con-
tacts with the opposition because that's where the news
usually originates. So you get a netural biased of the
journalist profession to be against a pgovernment. Up

to & point this is healthy. The point can be passed,?

and in this country,&as'to my mind, all too often been



34

passed. But better that then the type of press you have,
say, even in Britain which is not nearly as free as our
press. They can tighten, tighten up__  in, in, in the
national interest. In any case, Kennedy's long discussion
was Germany. He was very,. very objective. He was very,
an
very intelligent. And he even said such thinga?uhe 5ays,
"You know, I've heard some German political figures tell
me that I must be anti-German because I lost a brother
and a brother-in-law in the war." He said, "Good Lord,
I'm not 523%?kind of a person. Naturally I. . . . But IY}
I mean, I'm not gonna blame 'Hans Schmidﬂ,gh)he said,
"except if he were a Nazi or somethingp But 1 would dis-
likglégr that reason." He said, "Please try to tell them
that/" He said, "My feeling about Germany is--" and he
said it--repeated this many times later--he says, "is my
ignorance.,' He said, '""Back at Harvard I learned quite a
little bit about England.' You know, Jack was quite an
Anglophile--Britisﬁ constitutional law, Lord Melbourne
[William Lamb], It doesn't mean that on the Irish ques-
tion he didn't have quite,afiyou know, his own opinion.
But he has great admiration for the House of Commonsy dnd I
told him that I shared that, and I covered it, and so on.

So we chatted a little bit about England and about his

earlier days and youth‘ and we kept getting back to Germany.



He asked me about this old man, Adenauer--already then he

was called an old man--and about the role of Catholicism

political Catholicismgesin Germany. We really rang the

?

changes for a good forty-five minutes. I can't remember

o

He--
much more. Oh,'Fth\I told him the whole #Joe s!oryy:

and he said, '"Well, that's typical Joe.!" He told me a

little about the Pacific, not much. I remember asking him. . . .
' \.(\"

Jack and I had a way of needling each othery /Wéren't that

we were not friendly; we were. We later had a policy
e

(&% e

quarrel, but I, don t think it ever became pers[sonall... .

There was one day he got angry at me because somebody told

X\OV\T‘) \n i‘.\
him a liev-If_’ghéLESA; get right to that. it took quite a

while to straighten this out. In the Berlin crisis;-v.

one of the worst appeasegs=-1 can and no other word--in
the State Department was a man whom I have never admired
and I don't admire today, mamed George McGhee. He's one
of these Texas Irishmen who, who married his money and

got more of it in the oil business; bought his way into

the party and into the department and really was a bad

perf ormer. On August thirteenth when the Berlin wail
was going up and everything else, he was, among other

£i 4
N

things, arguing/this was a great victory. &mybody L.

with his head screwed on at all knew that that's

eypetly what it wasn't. So I turned to him and;LI,&I

admit in anger--and I said, "George, you're the type of
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person who's putting a fourth color into the American
flag." This is an excitable, jou;nalist's phrase, but it
was directed specifically at McGhee. McGhee himself
distorted it and said I'd said it about Kennedy. And
Jack got really angry at thisg But I must say--and this
is clear--that he called me up,and_he said, "Did you say
that?" And I said, "Yes, I said it. Not about you,bﬂt
0

about McGhee " and so on. So that got straightenedfab;t
there was a ten day period which was rather rough. But '
I've moved way ahead of the story. Back now to the £53.
conversation. We began needling each other a little bit
inthat o o = o Heosad deat Let me tell f#zxst a'quote from
him which is far more important than the personal thing,.

He said, "I think I know enough about England to follow

British pol1t1cs and British parties and Brit1sh personal -

‘vsr‘ ‘hl

o

1t1esf-bhg same language- and personal friendsfﬂand?x\hé
said, "after all, I've written a book about England,"
which was true. And he said, '"Even in France--I took in
college,"*ﬁeasa%d; %¥ can read French; 1 can read a
French newspaper,'" Wwhich he could. He couldn't speak it,
I mean,George, :uh Jack was an awful linguist. He couldn't
say,

without stammering. But, for that matter, Churchill was
not much better. And he said "In Spa1n and in Italy-x/k

peripheral countrle%--; can read them. But fermany has

s
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lho, S1 131
always been to me, . Blank.}vbh I've read
the Shirer [William L. Shirer]| book, and I've read the this.®
he said. Andﬁﬁe said, "Also, I think they are awkward,':

a
Tgat'; one of his favorite phrases. He said, "I've met a
lot of these Germans, the politicians,' He said, "Some of
them have been in concentration camps.!" He said, "I'd
love to get them to exude,'" he says, "but they don't;
they act like ciwil servants," which is quite true. So,
that this came up laker when even Adenauer tried to read
anti-German biases into Jack Kennedy which, to the best of
my knowledge, were not there. And I knew that he had a lot
of friends infzgﬁepaper businessj not pnly me, but twelve
others closer to him, because I was always over there. I
got letters from him once in a while, but that's all.
But those who'd been over there and came home earl%es}’ kike
Marguerite Higgins; like Peter Lisagor [Peter I. Lisagor;
like Elie Abel [Elie Abel]; like, for example, Walter Cron-
kite [Walter Cronkite] and so on. These people Kennedy
would often call up and say, '"What is Adenauer really like?.
What is"-ulateeyt-(Willy Brandt?"rﬂl?{xis, that and the other.
He used the press far more than, than his other sources up in the
Senate, or later, in the White House, when he wanted to find

out this or that or the other about Germany. And he did--

he never asked the type of questions that a man, say like
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' Dean Rusk [Dgan Risk], who wasxéﬁrmanophobe; who just

so disliked all Germans that it ;ade no difference to

him whether :a German was a Nazi{/a cdommunist, .. center

democrat, or somebody like that.hlfhis plays quite a

role ia:politics at the high level. But certainly I

would defend Kennedy{}:;d.;;ucérman television I've de-

fended him quite often, because that charge has been

raised. It gets so bad to the, thee o o« +One of-the German

tragedies that really produced Hitler was this '"stab in

the back" legend. You knowfﬁ% didn't lose World War I.

We were about to win, but the trade unions, or inters

national finance, or the gsws, or the‘%étholics, or

God knows who, stabbed us in the back:) They tried to

get another nstab in the back" legend going after the

Berlin wa%l; namely, that Jack Kennédy and Khrushchev.

[Nikita S. Khrushchev] had decided this was the scenerio

and this was a way of going. This, this--as you-=-you

know the documents better than I. This is just not

true. And I don't think that that's widely believed by

young Germans today. But there was a danger in '61

that that would be built up into a, you know, a, a really

wicked myth. And;;é;{wwEZFhaps that's one of the advant-
Pt

ages on, on televisiony that we could thrash that out.

And I, I think I was up for at least a dozen times. He
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‘heard about thag and one of the letters I got from him
was a letter of thanks. Now we were going, however
vaguely,chronologically.We've reached.'53, There comes
a long gap. I did not see John Kennedy again until the
campaign; that's seven years. However, in the middle
of that period, '56, '57, I met three people who play

a later role in as far as I played any role in the new

frontier. The first was the ambassador himself again.

Now this was '56, 1956. Elie Abel, the newspapermagy-/}f/
NBC, later Dean of the Columbia School of Journalism,

but now,I think, out at Stanford in a similar jogjnﬁas

a close friend of mine from the Berlin days. ﬁnﬂ he _.

had reached Paris and came down, whether by ;;;;é or
plane, but he came down with the ambassador. They'd

been invﬁFeqrﬁbe had been invited-};o a week end at Ed's.,

2

The ambassador had.rented or bought a place in the

that's the 7 up fairly high, and then

there's a ' ¢ right down on the
coast. That was only about thirty minutes from where I
lived. So they called up and the ambassador, too, said

he wanted to see me. I went over with mffwife, the marQ} :
veloué “~New . | . We drove over

and had a truly delightful evening. And this was the

first time I heard that business about Jack being a
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candidate. He had just made that run for vice-presi-
o
dent, you know, out of nowherej and just barely lost

against--I1 forget who ‘it was he met.

STERN: Kefauver-[Estes C. Kefauver].

O'DONNELL: Hmm?

STERN: Kefauver.

O'DONNELL: Kefauver, that's right. And I must say, in my political

judgement--I could be more wrong, and I think I embarr-
assed Joe Kennedy 8enior.=1 said, "I do not think the

time is ripe for a catholic president of the United

Nt
States," I said, "if there's gotta be one I1'd be all--
=
I1'd go all out far Jack, and this, that, and the other;g//
»
Tbut I, ¥, ¥, I think you're twenty years-jye discussed

this. Elie I _think, was Jewish, and he was against me.

He said, "Jimmy, you've been out of the country too
L /

long. Things have changed.'" And he was right. And
the ambassador, who was there, and he said, '"Well, I'nh

going to do mybbest, that's all." That was the discuss-

and
10n,,{he d1scussed this-and that and the other thing.

D_}’

It went on-d% long evening»-jiut we discussed everything

from World War 11--0Oh, 4 . . o
STER AL l+ ,)U*’" /M IF“ od, +hewn ¢
STERM: ° happened I think, yeah., It was a long and pleasant
o=~ a )f{_ ' 'I'f":)u'ﬁi
PR

evening. And now was that--no, that's not the last

time I saw the ambassador; that's the last time I saw
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‘the ambassador well. My God, and he was in rugged

shape. He was--now he was getting into his sixties.

We must have killed a magnum of . + & 7
STERN: You're saying he asked ¥our help in the campaign og?v. b
nowR 5
O'DONNELL: Yeah, yeah, Weah. They. « « o« Havghyou ever heard the
8 L

story about the Qﬁeckfie Yeague' invented by the am-

bassador?
STERN: I don't believe so.
O'DONNELL: Well, this anecdotal side of the Kennedy clan. The

old man--I guess going way back to the thirties; I
know,because I've seen my brother's tirade. For
Christmas, what does a millionaire--in his case a multi-

millionaire-~-give to people? You can't give them some-

WO No R

thing cheapj that's worse thaéL.—-— . Women you can
always give a perfume or flowers, something like that.
But to your men friends what do you do? He had, at

least for the press.-which, let's face it, he had culti-

LR
vated; but he was a naturally gregarious man and would

have cultivated them anywher%?nﬁe went in the

" N

|

and bought two fine ties. 1In those--I:know, I later

went and priced them=--in those days I think they were

o : ’
two for fifty dollarsy which wouldn't be a too/f¢koclﬁ\¢«0

shqppihg price todayJ But for those days that was a

really shocking price. Well, I mean, if you're a
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millionaire that's precisely

And I think he had a list of fifty journalist:?:;

know four or five who were on ite~And every Christ-
mas, delivered by busboy or Western Union or some-
thing, they got these two magnificent ties. I know

my brother had a rack of at least forty, which I

later inherited; some of them I've still got. And they
go out of fashion and they come in to fashion and they
go out. And then around--from this meeting, I got on
it. The next year on Christmas, not by Western Union
but by air post mail, I got one. And I remember my
shock when one of them--this time he bought them in
Paris, I think--after five or six wearings--it was a
tie not unlike this--was frayed herei;And B £h6u;h§;;-*
Good God, a tie like thati So I went into

in Paris--at that time I was earning considerable

money and could afford to buy maybe a bow tie there :tooj-
and I said, "Héy look, what's this all about?"

And they looked at me with that, that arrogance of the
clerk in a rich man's store, and say, '"Mr. O'Donnell,
normally our clientele do not wear a necktie more than
six times." And he didn't mean to be insulting or any-
thing like that; and I thought, as a matter of fact,..

« i
and I said, "You're, you're'ﬂgk{z3 -4t i ,
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But I laughed and, and, and I guess I bought a bow tie

too. But--of course you can understand it--I assumed -Hist fu

that Joe Kennedy, Séhio;lprobably--but this one, neverthe-

less frayed away. And;of my ties}that came personally

to mey~it lasted only up to Dallasy and then Bobby or
somebody got ahold of the list and had it cut. I think

it ,was growing and growing, and they had to cut it back,

gp it disappeared again. But we're on '56 and '57,

Then; the role of accident in theshumad:life--I mean,

we're all like badly drafted characters in,. you know,

A i

in a novel, you know=- f£he role of accident is;-for
Qe "™
exampleg’ At that saeme time--and I don't think I even
knew of the friendship between Jack Kennedy and Ted S&¢
,?[_ffva (o e C -—;—';ﬁf <y Saf“;;-j.
Sorensogj\ #why should I I'd:keen~~r. Washington as I'd said ooy
F . b
,since my home town.—ﬁﬁut I'd been back there

very little, and certainly not long enough to be in-

formed. If I'd read the New York Times more carefully

I probably would have hnted it, but I didn't. On the
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Eventually, of course, he was number three man in

STERN:
the Cin, USIA [United States Information Agency .
O'DONNELL: Yeah, ;;ah‘ exactly, yeah. Well, that comes fromn.
this connection, of courée.
STERN: Right.
O'DONNELL: But alsééyihe second fhing; that on merit, he was, he was a

political operator. Ng;, in the Cairo » of %37,

after he and his friend; had taken me for four hundred
buéks in a poker gamey-which 1 later got backj; Not
that I'm a good poker player, but that I'm sometimeg
lucky-=he took me aside one-timee—o~ .~ o I'11l tell you a
16t about him and Nassar [Gamal Abdel Nassar]— = but w2
get back to Jack Kennedy--and he, too, laid out these

C o | He says, '""You're an American,and you
come frpom New England,and you're Irish Catholic>and

so on, What do you think?" And I said, "I think this,
this issue is a killer," 1I mean, this was my obsession,
gractically. But(iooking back on, on '56, it was’atl- °ca
;géée\were many pebdple who felt the way I did. As a

matter of fact, many catholics, who simply didn't wantaee- e

You see, I'm old enough to remember the Al Smith

[Alfred Eéé%ue{ Smith] thing, and, and the, the bricks-that--
%

T ) -
incidently on both sides,.'cause I've come to have a

rather mellow feeling about Hoover [Herbert Clark Hoover ],

i
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oo -

,Kgd I don't think that Hoover was a bigots But I did
/ L e

"

see,fiery crosses out there in Newton and Wellsley and
so Oﬂ; /kt's, it's fairly shocking when you're‘ten'or
eleven years old. S?Fsomé;hog7or other you wanted the
9 ,
feeling of, you know,A;ggi-"leave it lay where Jesus
jpla'ijlbhg it" as the old saying goes. But'Ted, once
heed
again--Tom, rathers-from the west, and said, '"Look, you,
you Irishlgatholics in the Boston area''--I'm from Mary-
land actually, but he,he. . . 57This seems to be a hang-
up, you know, ig's a long time ago and far away;) Which
I--he turned out to be right. So he discussed it at
some length. He said, '""Would you be willing to do thisz
Would you be willing to do that?" and so on. And, and,andﬁwd
and 1 said, '"Yes, within reason, I would." That is
where I.began writing these reportj;‘never directly to
Jac&z"to Tomt who'd send them on éo Ted for use of
what;vear_giééﬂy notes on Germa;z, anq,above all, on
Berlin; Ahd\;hat too, comes later in the story, But
now on this--the Sorensoné;;i didn't get to meet Ted
until three years later, until the campaigéj :ﬁhereas
I would meet Tom quite often(};;ery time I was in
Cairo. So my actual role in the, in, in the New Frontier,
-

guch as it wig;”gnd it certainly was a minor rolgj’

through this:close personal friendship with Ted--g§r
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Tomrnﬁﬂich led to the friendship with Tedp ﬂe woulqr—SL’

we would met together, you know, under

0% you might say, on this or that, on a specific issue

- and

and so ony" first in the campaign, and then in the
And '
government itself. Then my relationship with Jack

\

-
became a backdoor ones zpu si:ﬁikg funny:;._argll
.
had known him before they didy long, long before they"

G
did, as the story tells’ fBﬁt they were intimates . . .

STERN: Sure,
O'DONNELL: « + » in the sense that I wasn't, 4&nd I also respected
that. I, I, I have a--when a man is a senator,I call

¢ S "
him senatorj ewen if I'wve known him from the first

grade. And certainly a president.ﬁﬁﬁgrguerite Higgins
and others would call him Jack or JFK3 I never did.

Ané;I think, somehow or other, he respected that too;/gfr
fcause those titles are there for a purﬁose. Now, at
eleven in the eveningy in the middle of a campaign, .

you might call him "Hey, you." But;éenerallfii, 1

I afford these people who did not know him--this gets

: o : familiar
to the European, the French and_;hébcerman; there's the ”

tu and du forms This over familiarity} which is a
little bit of an American vice. People know each

other for ten minutes and they're '"Hey, Maggie, hey,.u

this.'"" There was a lot of that at that time. But
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e V" 3
/I'm getting now, as I would say, pretty close to the

end of the story. Oh, except one more, one more
5 . : P
Kennedy, yeah, Which-of -course-s—¢——one-more-Kennedy,

w

- g
yeah?l Which of course is Bobby . . . [interruption]

)
v)

SRy |
im N\

Well; wﬁ} don't we get up to thes. . -~ » How did you
get into the;ébsition of being Ball's speech writer?
How did that happen?

That's right. That gets to, really, I would say the
last Kennedy on my list, namely Bobby. Although. . . .
We'rgf:géording again, aren't we?

Right.

Again, it was, it was very, very indirect. The Sat-
(805

8

urday--it starts--geen from my point of view, of course--

. - "*'."
it starts withgrmhe,Séturday Evening Post was, was going
v A

under, you know, permanent menopause and all sorts of
u AT 5
quarrels; and, you know, '"Wjou can't fire me, I quit"

sort of thing. I won't go in to that, but I had a
really tumultuous quarrel with thaﬂirénd resigned., I, I
also--although I did not know it at the time--had h :.:
hepatitis,and g;had to come back to Georgetown Hospital.-—
tqrﬁ%;;st to have it diagnosedi’4}7/m és a matter of

fact, I was sitting with the Sorensons in the Mayflower

Hotel when this jaundice broke out, which revealed the
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hepatitis. 1. was very close to death, and so was in
the hospital, oh, six or seveﬁ weéks. I met Jack
once in there when he came in to see two peoplegjmy
brother, John, was also in the hospital with a com-
pletely different ailgent)aand somebody else. So I
remember one hospital visit,- but that was socialy

and a little bit of talk about Hubert Humphrey [Hubert

H. Humphrey]; Tﬁat's spring of 1960, the campaign

year. But the way I got into the government was this:

first place, I was back home for the first time’;zz;llx__—/ﬁL“”

sa J
1'd been abroard from'fortg—jiflitary-ﬁrom!a3, almost

all the way through,

STERN: Right.
O'DONNELL: I had been home in the United States, but never--the
longest period I'd ever been here was five weeks, and -

it was pure vacation; I mean I wasn't working here.
Now=-so I was determined-~-this is part of my quarrel
with the Saturday Evening Post; they wanted to send me

>
back to‘Kuwait and Iran again{/and 1 said, you know,

"Nixl*? In any case, in 1960 I was looking for a Wash-

ington job, with)preferablyja newspaper job, naturallyt.J;’“f&M
And I wouldn't have had too much trouble. I could--

there were still national magazines4-1 could have sat

down and written, written articles. But then Bill

-
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Attwoed [William Attwood], who also comes in on this asa one-,

another one of Jack'sv\I think;;}ar, far closer friend

.y
-

of, of Jack?s down through the years. Ig?°“'t know,

I think the link there was Choate,too. Also, Mrs.
Attwood [Simone Cadgene Attwood ], wthI met in Paris,
was a friend of Jacqueline Bouvier's [Jacqueline Kennedy
Odassis]j /;ﬁey were together at Vassar, or something

like that. There's another family link; my niéce was

Jackle s roommate at Vassar. _£/ 3
- ’: 1 : ! G ' oY 0 = =
- But_get ‘back, Lot £6 how T met Bobby/gd how

1 came into the government. One of my closest news=-

paper friends there, from the old Berlin days, was

-, AT ol

Marguerite Higgins'):;d she was New York Herald Tribune, -

And she gave a party one time in the summer thgﬁ%g sheve
which both of the senior Kennedys camejy both, both John
and Bobby. And that, I think, is the first time I ever met
Bobby. I knew about him; he was already a public pers-

@(}fse’/

onality'ff . But that's the first time I, I met. him,

¢#nd I was quite taken with him. I've always been an

admirer of Bobby. I, I, I've--quite different from Jack{)L/

1. %

, 8, a man you respect. And then he

asked me about Geeﬁgeﬁggzgeral availability, ;ﬁd I told

him that I!d,,Iﬁs-this is Bobby I'm talking about not

7 3
Jacky that--this is a complicated way we get to the
/
5 .
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//

‘George Ball thing, xBut/)::;I Attwood, who was also in
the campaign,}and who had been Adlai's speech writeg’
'caus;ABill knew Adlai, Bill was one of the people,

along with Arthur Schlesinger, that came over from the,. -

”
from tthAdlai caT;;fwhich was also the Eleanor ca%;,"

to the Jack Kenned& camp. And therefore,hAttwood felt,j
' o /
in. guty bound¢/to let Adlai know that he would not be
alrailable as speech writer for Adlai anymore because
he'd - Be with--you know you can't serve two masterse-—
it:":- .
vﬂnd he recommended meg rather surprisingﬁaand o 1= 4 q§§
rather flattering. I knew and liked Adlaifﬁzithough._

boy, fate saves you.frowﬁ some things, doesn't it--

8peech writing for him was, was really carrying the

cross. 1 wrote two or three for him and my respect for
. v‘lu—-

+
him did not go up. But I had known Adlai only, again,/}”
/

throughAAttwood who in Berlin-x: had a long, sort of

a evening supper there A+ C&l‘ﬂ}"ﬂ "& HoTe/
right after thehJune seventeenth events ther%rzife'**
uprising of the East Berlin working clasg—;?nd then

later in Paris. Remember, Stevenson went around the
world o o o«

STERN: Right.
A \Mu'l“ b
O'DONNELL: —— maybe you did,not remember) ,Bht right after
¢ & ‘
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his first defeat{ﬁz; Eisenhauer, he went around the

and a

) 2 - ; 2

world for Look magazine, with Bil{’sort of ,writer,
b F X

>

and riendj jxil the--there was a

'

close relationship between the two. Bué;.as I say,
Attwood had recommended me for that job, so that when
the election came--1960 election--and Adlai, of course,
whs eager to become gecretary of étatq;tétd I think,
in retrospect, it probably would have been a good,
pretty good . thing had he become; he certainly would
have been better than Dean Rusk. But, in any case, I
had this promise, but Adlai was hemming and hawing.
January came and my--I would hate to tell you how much
money I had lost in those eighteen month§. But with
&\eﬁkl+%/ I had no social security{’i%? the loss of
the job, and the loss of the houséizééll, I haven't
completely lost the house in France, but I'm not
occupying it--and so ony I ?2st the equivialent of
fifteen year's savings. And I was in debt, not much,
but debt is debtj it!s like "the only thing * ;u

is under water;n Knd I.EEE}}? needed a job to pay my,
well, my rent if--no, I don't think it was quite that
bad, but it was getting that bagz'”ahd Adlai was hemm-

/
ing and hawing. Ard I went to a New Fréontier party
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right after the inauguratio%{ and met George Ball,
who, of course, I had knownfin Paris days, and rath-
er well., And I like George a 1ot{}::;11 do. And I
went over and I said, "George, for the love of Mike,
you're a close of Adlai's as I am not. He's prom-

ised me this job but there's this, that, and the other;’L”

and I still haven't, you know, neither yay nor;l"£}7
And he says, " Well that's, that's my bi;, Adlai."

.2 “’ﬂazgrge

And he said, "Look, why don't you come over--

had just been appointed ;ydersecretary of étate,
which I knew;"ﬁé said, "Why don't you come over and
work for me;}:;d in God's and Adlai's good time, which

s
will probably be April, you can then shif;adgﬁgzlhere
and you can do some valuable liaison work?" And I
said, YFine." And of course I went to see Ball at
nine; at nine-fifteen I was on the payroll, which was
important; and at eliyen we were working on a speech;

: W

and two days later Wégé . out in St. Louis giving it.

So things went very fine between me and Ball.

STERN: What was the exact title?
O'DONNELL: My title? Ball had a very small staff of six. He was,
LA ) ,.
he was number three} undersecretary of state for épo-

! | Y

nomic %ffairs} ;Ahd I was press officer and, and speech
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writer, although I think the title--it was a GSC 16,
whatever that means. "I think the title was, was, was,
really something presumptive, such as '"political con-
sultggéb. But what it was was primary speech and press{ﬁu/
two jobs combined, and I, I, I,?'didn't L the job.

So, after two or thrée or four months, I was not even

sure that I wanted to go to--make one more .3 Argd
ngézl\m,one more change from Washingtom, which I re-

vy
gard as a hometown as I do Bostonj /ﬁkereas New York,

for me, is a place I've been coming through all my life.
{

s

On the other hand, the, the job of-:ﬁp there in the
\;\J\, cause r

United Nations, ith§\'a~1 always had a respect for, for’
Adlai. And I later met Adlai and asked him why this
thing never came:. through, not even a rejectiop'or‘any-v
thingg \;%y just fill it. He said, '"Well (a) George
Ball fold me that you were perfectly happy, so I knew

I wasn't letting you down;' and he said,"(b) Ben Hibbs

EBen“Hibstf(ihis editor of the Saturday Evening Post,
when I had E; write around for these previous employer,"
he said, "stuck three knives in your back. He accused

you of beieg a secret member of CIA,"f;hich, of couree,

7 v);”
1 was noS? "in the secret pay of the oil companiesy

and too strongly pro-Israel.!" Funny the editor dié&kﬁ;
\

i
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of the Saturday Evening Posﬁ%}nge never published

AP 3

this, but this 1s the way it went. And I said ESi;_
:‘Adlaf&ugadlai I really think you owed me that sooner
thaqrﬁifause I would of filed a slander suit, instant=-
ly." It would have ruined himj ;ferhaps it's just as
well. But Adlai saia, "Well, the letter was, was, was
in confidence." And my respect for Adlai went down a
little bit because he, he, he wasn't what he, frankly,
should have been. But all's well that ends well in

that sense. And that brings us intdrihe summer of '61,
Now I, I had negletted one important thing in the summer
of '60; 'cause that's documents that should be right in
this building. At the request of--no, not Tom--oszgm
and Ted Sorenson together;;i wrote four separate 0.y

memorandé;:rfmoxandums, memoranda, whicheves—asddressed,

o+
i ¢c

\
this time,'ﬁvg?Sorensons for JFKRduring the campaignft?r’

Wias affg\?ouldn't call it polemica%-;%g: it was a cri=-

tique of the Eisenhauer-Dulles [John Foster Dulles]

. “ . 73

[$] | " ¥

Administration on ['great jtalk, mno do", of various things
Q—f”

they had done iq;Europe and so onj” but concentrating

on the Berlin crisis. Because, you see, in the campaign

"
(0
of ¥60, one was already in the middle of that Berlin

ultimatum. Khrushchev had laid down this ultimatum in
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158 which lasted until '62 actually{/so Kennedy was

right in the middle of that. This, as a matter of -u.
fact, was the big issue in American-Soviet relations.
It was the sword of Damocles of the ultimatum which

e

was by no means over. Sq/?éhose are the only polit-
icalkzgggd;iquea-éﬁz/;ee, théy are not inside the
government at allg ﬁhey're really democratic party,

or really Kennedy personal staff;~§orenson-eaAll thro v

the New Frontier my relation to Kennddy was either throu2r\

the Sorensﬁis--that's quasij what the French would call

-=0r thrﬁjgaggie Higgins, which was
purely private. Sometimesliennedy would call herj
much more often than he called mej he was much closer
to her. She was a power in the press in those dayg,
Xpd shé would ofﬁen call me because I was more famil-
iar with the specifics of the Berlin thin%/\‘§he
AJUaj many. years, And I had spent a couple months
of that summer there}éutting out a special issue of
a new magazine witﬂ kennedy's picture on the cover.
v
Perhaps we could endﬂg;at with that 'cause that's a

I've covered the thing about

/,

funny anecdotal story.

the '60{}Z;d we haven't gotten into at all,to the)r/

the crisis. Perhaps we should keep that seperately
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\'cause that's historical, and that's not personal
reminiscence. Whereas thi%-Ai%;;’end on this;
there's a little bit of both. Let me get my dates
right. ﬁ;%; In the summer of 1960, the biggest

publisher in Germang-it;;.for that matter, I think

in Europs-dgizz Springer [Axel C. Springer |y-anyway

/

he's one of i -~-very pro-American man,
sort of center-right politics. He would not be in
favor of the Schmidt [Helmut H. W. Schmidt] govern-
ment3 he was much more an Adenauer man{9;;-ca11ed

" hard liner writing,". But I had known him quite

-~
wei;;'and basically a generous man as some million-

aires can be. He wanted to launch one of the famous
ol% t was really the first big picture magazine

which Eisenstaedt [Alfred Eisenstaedt ] and all of

l’ ‘_,

those Germam photographers of the wLeika <o . 7«

s
periodémmany of whom were Jewish; at least half of them,

1 guess, were Jewish--who made these great careers in

the Germany of the twenties, and either left voluna

Lo Qo
tariI?;~6r less voluntarily after '33p<came to the

United States,and were really responsible for Henry

Luce's [Henry R. Luce] life. Life was an imitation
UleTer, . 7 sTvadac

of this famous W!&T€m ol ner
@n ti)
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of the twenties. 1 would say, if not the first
picture magazine in the world, it was the:-photo-
journalism was born in Berlin at this \)\Sfe\ﬂ

g

place. Nowy when the Nazis came to power in '33 they

did not end the magazine, they simply took over tj\gTﬂtn

lock§,5t°Ck’ and barrel, on two grounds: (1)they took
over all printing présses; and (2) the Ulstein fagily
was German-Jewish] /Sh that wasi}fdouble-barreled
thing, /%hd they ran this as a Nazi orgam, so)that
Nazi, in 1945, had ceased to exist;‘/ﬁé, the American
military government, actually took over the presses.
Springer then 1ate;) bought thoseps;&nd in buying the

presses and the pfant he also had this title which

was wortﬁrvggzi it was wotrth the same thing as, as

say whgt the title Saturday Evening Post and America
of today might be wort%r _Khd seriously considered re=-
launching that magazine and ths-«éhd he didp y
matter of facf we mad% several dummies. In 1960, in
the late summerb-YnCKVH h%ight out of the campaign--
September and October, I flew back to Germany. I

was one of the senior editors of this thing; we, we
got quite a lot of talent. We put out a special

edition dedicated to whomever be--was to become the
A

president of the United States. It had a |,
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" the old title;/::;”;hen a picture of Jack Kennedy,

”

and a picture of Dick Nixon in reservqrdg;in was apt
)
to act that way. Now here's the anecdotal part of

the thing. I wrote two long articles for this. I

had one interview;with Sorenson,,ﬁnd he promised to
get a quote for Kennédy to go into this thing; and
they sent a man named Ryan over with the signature,
signature. And so th;% thkﬁ this was all prearranged
and so on. On the quote--in the busyness of the cam-
paign, I mean it got closer and closer--I telephoned
a couple time?k—g::/;ime I called Tom and got Ted;
and the other time I called Ted and got To§§;§;;
kmow, typical thing of the campaign. Finally I, I
went into the America house in Berlin, and they- dug
out a quote I was vaguely familiar with. Iniéctober,
1958, John Fisher [Henery J. Fisher |--Atlantic or
Harper's? 1 Fhink it was Harper's as a mattes-agz;h,
Fisher was Harper's--had a long interview with - j
John Kennedy on foreign affairs. And when he got to
the problem of Berlinélgennedy--John--gave this sur-
prisingly strong quote, He said, '"Well, Mr Fisher,
as far as Berlin 1is concerned I think the security

of Berlin is on the same level with that of Paris,

London, or New York.'" That's a terribly strong
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statement{/i:; so much the Paris, London, butjﬁew
York thing’ ;ghd for political propoganda--mystic ?
purposes in Germang-:ras almost the perfect quote
for this magazine. So, having dug that out, I then,€‘09%er
this timey~sent a, a, a cablegram because 1 wantg%}éﬂ, .
I said, "In, in lieu of the various other things we
shggested, how about this one? 1Is it still good?
Is it still valid? And can you geé}JFK's okay?"
At which point, twenty-four hours later, this okay
came back, just as we were going to press, thank God.
So jwe got the thing put in there. And, of course,
Kennedy won the election as we now know, And;it took
four or five weeks to print this magazine, because we
were restarting up a new process, jkhd the English
editié% of it was actually more important tha% the

German. 1 think we printed two-hundred thousand of

th%—-gzz;hundred thousand of the German edition, but

three-hundred thousaad of the American§ )hd that was

distributed through USIA and so on) but alsos right in

/

Washington for the inaugural. Now, not to make a
fairly long story longer thamr it has to be;/é:/:;is

time Kennedy, again, just coming in, and now, about--

hedbe now not president-elect, but actually president--

/
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was in contact with Khwushchev, and he wasn't giving

out any statements, which is>natur31{);;:ing complete-
ly forgotten, I guess, this statement. When this came
out)it was picked up by the wire service and the Voice

of America then, which is also natural. But Pierre

i ——

Salinger [Pierre E. G. Salinger ]|, who was in rather
constant friction with the Sorensons--he shouldn't
have done this; I've discussed this with him later

and gotten him straightened out. But he called the
press in and said, "This statement is a fake. Kennedy
never gave it." Whereupon, Voice of America and the
German press went out claiming that Axel Springer--
meaning namely me--had, had forged a statement, that,
that it hadn't been signed by Kennedy. I instantly
got orr the Sorensons and, and that was straightaned
out. But the damage%}had been done. The news reached
Germany, amd this, that, and the other. Some of the
in-fighting in the House of Ulstein; people who did
not waﬁt to . this 5 ", and used it too;’x‘
against me, and against the publisher, and so on,

But the enda he sequel to that story, is, is rather

ironic. ,.Copies of the magazine were around, and of

course many, many in Berlin. And a_ future comm-
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- andant--I don't think it was General Watson [ H S

)

I think it was someone later;grho did not know
this story, an&;did not know this complicated
background«f'gé had it chiseled in, in Pevic! ()
marb%;, and over the headquar-jﬁplted States head-

.0 / 20he), //
?;,. 20 £

quaréers in Berlin todaxf CcébrmauJ..
7 e

sﬂannnauaﬁushnae at ygrathon. It'sles immortal
statement , _Aﬁd every time I look at it,I figure
well, Jack, I think would be happy. Ity It; it's
become a part of the Berlin. er}-ggé Brandenburg
gate, and this, that and other things.

That's fascinating.

And the BBC has that story from me. They're doing
an anniversary number about August 13th, thé:éay
the\;éll went up. And although it's critical, they,
they put me on to, to kill this,g;his rumor, this
"stab in the bacf?}:gich 1 thought was important even
today. And it ﬁeant fimally to tell the storys that; d
the statement was there; And now it's in stone.
That's fascinating. ‘Wonder if we could get to the,
the meeting you had withh the two Sorensons on the

24th of July about his speech?

Yes. That, that really is a., /¢ a footnote to
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_history. This is some of the stuff we were doing out on
your lawn two weeks ago. In the line of what I've just

said, of thee=. o I think an objective hiatorian could

o
criticize the New Frontier, as he could criticize the

A

Reagan [Ronald W. Reagan] government today. 'Eny new
e
covernment is on a shake~down cruise. It)isyonly vaguely

at home in Washington; it leans on its tried and true

friends; and it very often--I mean, I'm not getfing any
telephone calls from Ronnie Reagan. I mean, don't mistake

me-~but they very often turn to the press, or old friends,

or people they knew earlier, and say, "What's this 1ikef
, )
\hat's that like? and so on. So, too it was in those days,

I mean, I would actually praise Kennedy as president,thkat, i

e d pret) .
hf::fhat he knew enough newspapermen that he could call up

" | .
n. ., and=-something like that young naval officer line, you know,

L
Y ovr &,

“ What the‘f;-:yis the story on this or that?,eﬁ who is thigsh
or who is that? Nozéi;formation--khowledge is very often
A

the knowledge of where to go to get information. And so,

so it was in, in this case, ofy of, of August 13th, As
thg;—g&fs Berlin crisis which had been there and had been
simmering, it now became looming because the refugee thing,
as spring turned into summer, was mounting dramatically.

> &

Let me tell you two things ehere; shows again about Kenn-

Y.

edy's relation with the press, I had a telephone call
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i from him, from the White House, I think--wherever he.was
that qiéht; I assume it was the White House--in which he
said, "Jim, the other day at Marguerite Higgins', Bobby

~ heard you use the phrase 'tailgate issue'. Could you
kindly tell me what a 'tailgate issue' is, because it came
up at a staff meeting today and I'm not quite sure I'm
surei" So I told him. 1It's an old anecdote story about
how the American and British soldiers were moving%!rsu-
leins in and out of Berlin, and the Russians caught 'em
at it and said, "Naughty, naughty' ;Zﬁd now yOQ;;ust show
what's in your truck." And the British)hulé%{lqb didp
And the Americans came byi ;}ﬁey had a KOVfJ where the
tailgate was highy and we had one that was low; /ﬁ'typi-
cal Byzantine situation in Berlin that grows up there.
The importance qf it is that when you were handli;g these
things down through the years, a small symbolic things
who is sovereign, who inspects whom? The f?ench;Qerb

QL ool and, and all of that stuff, Az‘tail-
gate issuenbecame--and this is pretty much what I said
to Jack--a;—%;&é a sacrament in the Roman Catholic church, °
It's, it's a symbolic thing;”igéignificant itself, but a
symbol of something far more important. Whether that
British soldier, long, long ago, was sleeping with a

Zraulein or not, is of absolutely no importance unless
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. he possibly bred a child who'd become future dictator or
something. But the fact that the Russians used that as a

precedent to ask that we let down a tailgate. And we, we
pY)

Ahid

had one wonderful sergeant, a, a black. And they}w&nt so

far--the Russians really can be, not diabolical, but funny.-

,fhey got a dwarf from the Moscow zoo who was only that tall,

Aand Me came out and he said, "Take down the tailgate of this

/

& s 7 &
o S : truck, ¥cause I can't see thru

it.' This big, handsome sergeant from Chicago said,
"Brother, you just gotta go get a taller Russian.'" And
that phrase too. gi“told this to Jack Kennedy. He roared
with laughter. He said, "I guess we gotta go, go get a

taller Russian.” But-~-so I had explained this "tailgate

A ha -
issue'" to him, and it got it. Now whether in the next dax—-’ﬁl

*cause it, it is . /iht 1 said, "Mr.

President, what it means in the language of the Berlin ex-
?erts, is one of these very, very complicated things going

far, far back into the past ﬁut it, it, it's a

«'"'" He said, ' Fines

e N

what we today would. call a
Thank you very much," and hung up. It's the only nighttime
call I got., Now, the meaning is this: Kennedy.. e .- No, the
second call, second and last call was this: he called up and
he said, "Do you know George Bailey [

And I said, "Yes, very well," He said, "I have just read an
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!
_ article in the Reporter magazine called 'The Vanishing
N

¥,
Satellite™y. And I said, "Yes, I read it this morning too."

And he said, "Well, if you believe Bailay,REést Germany's
just disappearing.” And I said, '"Mr. President, if you be-

lieveve, the figures, two thousand people a day, university

7
ejife ] i r’ s
students and every §émething, you know=~this, o wat & ewpios, s .

- ..and he was checking this thing on, on, on Bailey's validity

and-:igis was where the debate between the hardliners and

the softliners grew up. And this leads to the Sorenson

meeting.

END oF TAfeT swe ]



BEGIN TAPE ZEJ /1% | oo
O'DONELL: Yeah, well to finish this off. Beczause it is a, it is a

how

3
moment of.——-—jkﬁﬁme_._ ﬁ.tghaw_ =

S:mebody once said

to me, ""Getting a government to move fast is like getting an

elephant to do a tap-dance." And $ere)you must sympathize

e .‘¢&'ﬂ
+ho o

with any prezidentsto get sﬁ% I sometimes call ity MSoviet-

Washington.'e There's often the same type of people’mypt

7

evil people, but--the colonel there and the colonel in

Moscow are roughly the same types, react the same way, which is,

_ L 4vovah
which is,slowly. An ;p;aJthat June and through July, Jack;a%%\

and here I would say, eveQJpore,}§obby;f5£ause Bobbx I usedto
' . down
see two or three‘gimes A week down)%t his place in McLean,
Higginees oy
} nsg,
iggey jand the third place we use to go,ﬁﬂe)

but also over at

Peter Lisagor'$



met quite often. A lot of the politics took place at, at,o+ a

what you might call the '"'brother levelsiﬁ And Bobby was
good at this thing. So, I had the reputation, I suppose,
7S

of being what today you'd call a hawk., I dislike that
ornithology} fsﬁtTEEe--I thought we should have been==we
should have asserted our rights in East Berlin earlier.

You couldn't do it on the day itself, but in June and July
we could. But the State Department was blocking thatsgbfor
one reason, the Pentagon was part of another, and our be-
loved Allies were‘blocking it for a third, and Adenauer

was blocking fourth. So this was really a lost cause. 1
think I recognized it as such. gggéjgye following happened,

this anecdote? OnAthe twenty-third or twenty-fourth of

Jmlx;—if other words, just shortly before Kennedy's historic

TV v o € il f
noy 1

speech up at the United Nationa--Tom?-Ted Sorensen fTheodore

(8 Rorensen] called, and Ton;TZBd said, "Let's have lunch
together at the Mayflower,' which we'd done two or three
times before. Hut this was--they had something to cele-

brate and--I'11 never forget it! Ted came in, He was

happy. He said, "I finally got something that's'jonna make

you, and Higgins, and Lisagor, and

all you hardnliners)really happy) kecause Sorensen, except
on the military side, was, was,,wa%lquite a political

hard-liner on this when compared say to Arthur Schlesinger

and Dean Rusk [Dgaﬂ’Ruék]. So he_._._njffter the shrimp
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cocktail, or maybe it was soft-shelled crab, whatever, one
of these nice Washington meals--he handed me--it was--I
read this in print somewhere, rough draft. It was more

e

than the rough draft, it wasﬁphe approved copy that the

government was about to--that I think the White House

press secretary was going té release within twenty-four
hours--of the speech to be given by the president tonight

at such,andégbaxid So it was far beyond the, the manuscript
stage. I mean it was typed, for example, it was not in handew.,
And he handed 4t)t6 me to read, mad 1 read through it. It

very
' read like Pericles [gkgiﬁles]. It reminded me very'much of

-
e

th 2 th inaugural speech. And then I read through it again.-qr
We discussed it for a few minutes.. Then I read through it
again, and I saw this word,“ﬂsgg BerliJ; "All the previous
guarantees of said Berline &~ o~ " This is the semantics of
power; Berlin, Berlin, Berlin, and now suddenly it's West
Berlin.

SRERAR Meaning the abandonment of East Berlin?

O'DONNELL: In essence, yeah. Now,this is a bureaucratic gam%) you seee~
State,[Department], CIA [Central Irtelligence Agency ],
Pentagon, my god,I think even Treasury [Department] was in
this,as they are in so many thinggﬁj}&nd all insistede- And,
in a certain sense, wau can understand their psychology.s s

nd
The business about the Autobahn and the air corridoraygwhat



Kennedy later called the ™the three essentials'. Ihgg!ika
potential war and peace issue. A certdin escalation
could--I don't think it would, but you have to admit it
%2212: My feeling is that a thing as old as Berlin--

there are seventy-nine escalating things so that if a war

is to happen by accident it's least likely to happen there.

MAA —a
But nevertheless, I can't prove that, and so people who
Yow levtawe T,

really hold poweriﬁl've seen generals who, who sweat blood
by the wrist because they might be called upon to push- a
certain button. So I have to bgﬁxgg very, very easy on
this issue. My argument, and that of most of the by-liners,
was, precisely because that was so terrifyinggsnot even the
Russians willl seriously consider it;—@gd therefore they'll
flank you on the East Berlin thing, tauseg that's already
been declared not a war and peace issue. ‘And so we're apt
to lose ever»:HVZVWxﬁjﬁawjni(Tprocess:f%%“nibbled to death.
And I think Jack Kennedy saw this, but nevertheless the, the
crunch of this governﬁent saying, "No,we will be strong as
nails on the Autobahq;igb to and including a risk of atomic
wars ndj”;;d therefore we write off each win." So I, I said
Y ¥
to, to\Te@;ﬁg bit too sharplx that, you know, you sold the

pass—{his is igeisgg; game is over. As soon as any Russian

— e

9 § tt OW
)
get angry, but he. got nonpluﬁkd. He says;:j#&gg do you want

colonel reads that, they know exactly what to do. He didn't
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me to do at this late stagé?" I think he looked at his watch
and said, "In thirty-six hours this speech will be given."
I said, "Well, just take your pencil and knock out the word
tyest, That's perfectly--looke = = " \iidiHeldlaids "You are
insufferable," he said. "All you're asking me, little olelgg,
to do, is reverse the Btate Jepartment." And I said, "Of
coursg,/I'realize that. But, but watch the echo. That's
what it'1ll be." So I think that two Sorensons left vaguely

disappointedl Because I heard from them later--the disappoint--

they call it the "shrimp cocktail disappointmengl-that Jack
himself--here, and now I'm calling him Jack--but the ;resident
of the United States had said, "Ged Damn itL 1bis is a tough
speech. Show it to Higginsﬁandﬂu-he probably named twelve
people, but Higgins was one of them, and I was probably the
ninth. f*ie fact that he was showing it to me...He said, "Let's i2!
get a real hard-line reaction." Well, he got it awfully fast.
hicstorically spe;king, I think that speech, followed by

But
g

Fulbright's [James William Fulbright] going on ''Meet The Press"ra
to emphasize it, that was the la--rightly or wrongly, and these
issues can always be debated by historians--from that time on

it was too late to reassert our rights, which we still have

today, incidently, in East Berliny Decause that is the type

of thing the Russiang could misunderstand. Once they read
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this Kennedy speech, they, I think, took the decision., This is

not--we've never gotten the secret diagrams, as»lusayagﬂuféi.

But I think their final decision came between that speech and
the actual day. I can't prove it, but it's highly likely.
And that's probably a fairly good point to end on.

That's, that's fascinating. 'Let me just ask you one of the add

STERN:
things about tﬁ;;éﬁgsis itself, in August.

O'DONNELL: Sure.

STERN: jm~NYOu mention the anecdote about the:zgggf;ntation with
George McGhee [George C. McGhee] earlier.

Q'DONNELL:  Yeah.

STERN: But,apparently,;;ou were one of the first people to learn
about the construction of the wall,because you were called
by a journalisswlcerman journalist friend of yours e . e

VDONNELL: Yes, Yes. .

STERN: . « .« when Washingﬁon was stilﬁ;;ort of, sleeping. Tell me meve .

O'DONNELL: ?eah. Thiéi?é part of the history of those times. Good

Lord, it's twenty yeafs ago! ?ggg’only was a new government

in, you seeq—bj%ouse when a government changeg—:;ust as,

again, this Reagan [Ronald V. LReagen] thing--when a party

also changes--you had eight years of Eisenhauerg=Dulles
Al

[John Foster Dulles]?f@isenhauer,.Nixon,_Dullcs,'then a

complete changee~ &nd Jack's crew was really new. But that

doesn't necessarily happen in bureauracy, you know. They, they

bt pvised
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g® on forever. So you got the fact that the German repefers

there tended, quite ) The&tended to be quite pro-

v

Kennedy,. incidenfally. But they came in this government,
. " 5 Hyovaln
every time, two American journalists whog down +hru the years?

they'd know. They knew our stand there. They knew our pol-

itics, so to speak. And theréefore I, I beca--1I got in a

- - -

lot of tr?uble on thish‘because they»;ould come to me,. cause
Germans above all, but most continental Europeans, are far
moyge skeptical of government than we are--and I think we've
become so. But they always, somehow or other, feel there's

a story behind a storyn-,wmat's really happening? And;-up to
a point, they're right of course. But I think they carried

it much too far. To the point that almost every policy thing
is a conspiracy, which it isn't., 1It's usually--most policy
things, to my mind, are compromises of power  _ interests

and a mixture of wisdom and stupidity and so on. But,I knewo
a dozen German journalists very well. As a matter of fact,

on GCeorge Ball, I had to go and see these people in line of
duty, whereas Berlin was not my linec of duty, except indi=
rectly. So they would very often come to me. And the
troub1%§;%ﬁere's always some trouble when you're in the gov-
ernment. The pedble in _: _State Departments.zto this giz_‘fiL'
you can talk to even fine people like Jimmy Riddleberger [James W.

Riddleberger ]
and so on--and certainly there are fine people in our depart-



ment--they are convinced that Jack Kennedy put me into the

State Department personally, to spy on them. It is absolute-
— T ——

ly not true. You just heard the story of how it happened,
and it did happen that way, But it looked so plausible. Irish

Mafiaw<to which I definitely did not belongg=.the family link
a l;—ﬁ o y ?f*y , y s
2 3
the Ha@&?ﬁu know’ fond,pnd people willy<§g,.inrturn,_a high
person in,the State Department tells his British colleague,

- who tells his German colleague, who tells the Chancellor of
A:‘ evVicLi Ly fatey

Germany, And Flp-nowym—tr=Fftireytd~ef came to me and said,

"Jell, you were obviously Kennedy's 'the man in the State
B, e, he
Department'.'" y '"No, Mr. Chancellor, I wasn't." But

that is, curiously, the way it goes, and you cannot down a

suspicion like that. 1It's like a poor fellow going around
am
saying, '"You know,I really A not a homosexual," Hey\hé--

perhaps he'd have to rape the first iédy to-.-“*:BAnd it's
funny the.._—..jrSomebody could do a fascinating book on:the
relation of press to politics to bureauracy. And here I

would say a strong word for Jack Kennedy. He learned what
and
Nixon nevered 1earned,Awhat Reagan has only half learned,
. whith ‘\‘h ho, T
Jack cultivatedﬁthe medi%r?dhat we now ca117§prefer to call

itﬁggess stilsmﬁpress and media. And one of the ways he did
\IV\ 0= '-‘xl
it was by not lying. ,Im other words, he--Jack was a non--

he was a rhetorician, but he was a nonbullshitter, so he

D

built up this tremendous trusgtwith the press which is part



of the art of governingr The press in this country is ex-
trégéiy powerfulj To my mind, far too powerful. I mean,

this is a power that the people are going to take a, a long,
long look at someday, 'cause power without responsibility is
a, is a chary thing. But I think that Kennedy was masterful

in realizing thatﬁgery, very early on. And if,once in awhile,
he got angry at this or that column:;ﬁevertheless ;nd basically,
he, he leveled. Nixon never learned it, B%@ never could. I
don't think that Reagan is very good at it because, with his
California background and everything, he is much more a media
man of film. Maybe that's what the times call forJ; media man,
film man, TV man. But there aren't very many people on the

New York Times who, who even know Ronnie Reagan. I think Jack

Kennedy knew forty z}me's reporters. And ggnkngw who they
were sleeping with, and this and,ehet. @And he knew the gossip
and so on. But he--newspapermen liked to deal with this man
) b ——
because~--1 won't say that we're businessmen, but when you talk
to a politican for an hour you've really gotta have something
to write, other tham the Sermon on the Mount and what all.
e IV
AndAfrom, from Jack, ,one really got it. Although, ironically
toward the end there, I was not in my capacity as a newspaper-
A A
man. This is why I got the flak from both sides.
Yeah,:' I wonder if you could put on the record the story of

3

Ne
the whole thing;i;General Clay [Lucius DuB. Clay] and the--you

STERN:



O'DONNELL:

STERN:

O'DONNELL:

b 1y 5=

know,"the *» o e
Yeah, certainly! 1I'm just afraid of using up too much of your
time.

Oh, that's okay. Why don't you just . . &
S 113

Yeah. Wellﬁ.the Clay--Let me try to make it ais’ brief as poss-
ible. I mean, there are two types of people in this world:
the. Hegelian [Georg W. F. Hegel] determinists who believe
that--or, you knongfha“Marxist [Karl Marx]| writer, and

you've heard of the Augustinians. You believe in the great

\

fondl

inevitable sweep;‘the Napoleons [Napolean Bonaparte], and the &
' +he '-H-\e, Freneh l,\;'t-f ve luk t en

Good! There is obviously_ the,l'iae:Frensh uReywlution was

just not a, a ball gmne. But I have been impressed, in my

vt
forty years of journalism, whefe;l»heue sometimes been close

to where the power decisions are really taken, ¥he tremendous

role of accidgnt. I would now like to go back and find out if
g ;L'!z’fh" ,-/
the Battle of = ! ' was fought in the rain ori_. . 75 (1he %J

)
&>

Thev&personalities;“people, Grey Eminences, and as I say, sheer

e

accident. You go out to the ball park, and that little hall,
it bounces over the head of a shortstog; f&n the box score it
becomes, for all time, a double. But you were there and you
saw it; ,Et hit a pebble and went over. So too, in the naming
of Clay, there are going to be whole booksy~certain doctoral

/

theses are already being written about how Jack Kennedyfz



, turned to a representative of American capitalism, and so on.

Sheer nonsense! '@ause I--on this I .can really be arrogant--
I know how the whole Clay missio?ﬁfwhich incidently was a
dubious affair from beginning to endﬁvstarted. And I am really
one of the responsibles. If there's ever a Nuremberg trial
I'11--for us=~¥I'11 be sitting there. It happened in the foll-
owing way. On that very Sunday--you've heard me mention sev-
eral times, Higgins, Marguerite Higgins, the late Marguerite
Higgins, unfortunately. She had a really fine relationship
with, with President Kennedy,and ewuen

Mo gossip,incidently. This, this thing wa;'really platonic.

He had said to her one dayﬁ«not in my presense but I heard it
from her on the same daygrthatvf@ﬁg had printed something that
he Aidn't like, and he had turﬂed to her and said, '""Marguerite,
I thought you.were a friend of mine, You could {pu< at least
have called me up. ng're going out with this thing. It's
critical. You could have called me up.'" And she said,

"But Jack''--she could call him Jack, you see--'"it was eleven

5

; 3 »
in the evening. 1 am not , . And he said,

"Look, I don't care what time of day or night. If you're

going to be on the front page of the Herald Tribune with some-

TS
thingpconcerns my government, you can roll me out at three in

the morning. 1I'll only be angry if you didn't check it. Be-

cause (a) you got it wrong, and (b) I could have given you



.some added information." So she, from that time on, had this--
which for a journalist of course, competing within the

Q Wik s terrifigfjkpat she could literally call

him atA&*éﬂﬁeg without, you kno?r:ind get through. She said

whey
She had this funny little number ther@ &ou did not get the

switchboard. You got, you got Ted Clifton [Chester V. Clifton]

I think, or someone like that. Now, in that atmosphere,

this Axel Springer,-f—’""‘—"'"m“"‘"‘h whom I also mentionedy
Nt
the publishegvjﬁad of fered me a very high paying Job)ﬂqﬂmuund

tha world assignment for his newspapery

And 1 turned it down solely on the ground that by this time

I had said yes to George Ball and I didn't want to start going
r aR T ‘\ ™M (:,' -

] T
heo l3h g
o ' jaumtsT,

around the world on, mainly on
I wanted to stay in Washington at least a couple years, So, I
also wanted to keep that seat warm, that job warm. So I rec-

ommended Marguerite. She got it, in addition to her Herald

Tribune job, because she in turn knew that the Herald Tribune
was not foreveri 'ﬂmat they were in financial difficulty.
So she entered into an arrangement with me whereby she would

do this column twice a week in addition to her Herald Tribune

o/
column and would turn it over to me in a couple years. Okay.

Fair enough. But came the month of July, and she was going un
vacation in early August, fmd she had written a column about

. 3 . ‘
this refugee flow in Berlin, but from Washington, Row Wash-



STERN:

O'DQNNELL:

-~ ington sees the crisis.
Right.
She showed it to me and said, '"Do you think this will stand
up over the weeksnd?" I said, '""Maggie, I honestly don't
know. But go off on your vacationtg:gyannispot, incidentlx-TT
"o off on your vacation, and if on the weekend things get
tacky, I will simply write a substitute and cable it for you.
So relax:" I gave her my word I would do this. Incidently,
as an official of the State Department I should not have been
'doing that. But I, 1 did, for the reason I just gave. And so
then)oﬂ;éaturday she called, and I said, '""Maggie, it won't
hold. But I will write you a thing and I'1l1l file it tomorrow.',
Theng=the tomorrow being Sunday--and then she called wp. And
meanwhile, as you so correctly pointed out, I'd gotten these
four or five calls out of Berlin, which is six hours ahead of
us at the timé. And so, in the middle of the afternoon she
called again and, and she said, "What have you heard from
Berlin?", I said, "Your column went off. I wrote it. And -hese
there's a disasterous situatioﬂrhere. Something% got to be
done because morale is, is, giite literally, collaspéﬁqp

o

And she said, "Well, vou want-«" she said, "I've got an idea.
Do you know who my next door neighbor is?', And I said, '"No,

who is it?" She said, "General Lucius D. Clay," ‘%kom both

she and I knew very, very well from the old Berlin days of



e

(Lo
_“[57.5.'“

i

the blockade9which is, after all, fifteen years previously.

And she, in turn, had married the ma?ﬁtfhe air force genera%vjf
who at that time had been Clay's air intelligance officer.

His name was Bill Hall [William E. Hall]. He was there too.

So they went over and talked to Clay. And Marguerite said,

"Do you mind waiting by your-telephone,Lucius?":iSﬁqg&i'called
him General, and she called him Luc1ur/ 50u khow, Women's
Rights. back in those old days they had more rights than they

]
do todayw-will call back. Which, sure enough, a half an hour

&

later he did. I gave him a fill in also, "out of church, out

bt

of ol s e , 7 because I criticized the department andj

above all, Chip Bolen [Cbé;lég_Ei»BoIénj and McGhe%.FGee;geﬁ;l\\
C,myeeheei? pretty strongsi. And then Clay said, "j.ook'--I s

don't know whether we want this in the record at all--he
said, "What should I do?'' And, and I said, "Well, you are a;
=i T -
former fourﬁgeneral, you are the former military governor of
Cermany, and you were a prominent Republican raising alLfthat
dough for Ike. You certainly have gome clout with the presi-
dent. Why don't you get in touch with him?" And he said,
"Jell, I1'd be perfectly willing to volunteer to go back in
the job ofgpqmggann:." And I said, '"No, general,l§5u're out
of touchy gommandant is Fwo star., You've gotta go backfﬁy

you know, the ambassadordom [sic]." That's what later

turned out, ambassador=at-large or o . -~

i



STERN: Special representative?

PN

f
O'DONNELL-NW.spec1a1 representativ%ryexact1%¢»of tho pfesident of the

United States. And then he 'said--and th1s is&wperhaps

should be possibly off the record, but let's get it on the

tape anywayﬁﬂ.ﬁe said, "I cannot abide Bobby. But I have a
great respect for the young man who won the election, who is

7

the ?fesident, and who is also our eommander-in-chief.”

Clay was an old-fa?hfoned southener, and he reacted that way.
And 1 said,"Wel%:};gih;ng Bobby'there are two points of view.
I, I, I happen rather to admire him. But in any case, a close
friend and great admirer is, is your own friend, Maggie Higg-
ins. So get her to call Bobby and let him know of your avail-
ability, and he, I'm sure, will get in touch with his brother."
Which is exactly what happened. Marguerite called Bosby.

Bobby reacted politically and said, '"Oh, oh, Clay's a Repub-
lican, that's'good, bipartisan, but I gotta get a Demécran."

So he, he got Lyndon. So it was a couple days before that

deal was announced. ‘But I, of course, was reasonably aware 7.
of¥whaﬁnwgé'cg@iﬁg,puithat Sunday night. I gave it--*acuse I
wanted it to break,7§o a Germjfg top German correspondent,

and he refused to file it. He was convinced that I was swind-
ling, as he told me later. That's typical of the German re-

action in those days. But, the coinc®dence of the relation-

ship between me and Marguerite Higgins and thd'little columm!
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, matter, which still, nobodv--I think you got it for the first
time ona:fr it will be onm:faper. Secondly, the even stronger
* = “+ »
) J g il-“)’

coincidence of the, his, the next door neighbor--it was Chatham,

not Hyannisport, her%»l.was wrong. Clay and, and, and, and,
and Higgins--the Halls, as they actually Wérﬁ called, Gen--
Lieutenant General Hall-- they were in Chatham, in North

Chathaqyéigfglace called Squaretogﬁ:Z;t that's not so far
“Thore #&! Coirt/ dene e

from Hyannisport. Andﬁﬁhére'5<thq third peint) -eince I
pointed out. The fourth aoinciden;e, that I was even back at
my flat. The fifth, that Maggie also knew Bobby. And so,
this ball is going through. And a aeterminist would say,
"This was a secret deal of American capitalism:. Clay sitting
on his continental cans'" &nd all of that. Not true. And I
think that precisely because it happened so out of channels,. -
the Clay mission was by no means a complete success. I cer-
tainly think it was a partial success, and in these days you
settle for partial successes. But it-2for the structure of
governmentxy~it, it created a, an instant clash between the
then ambassador, Red Dowling [Walter Dowling|, a man whom I'd
known and liked well,7and I, I, I wil} not speak to him today.
He acted abominably. He wouldn't even give up his house to
Clay. Mrs. Clay [Marjorie McKe?rn Clay] had arthritis. He

left her out in GO bo 2 AL ld  #aw

He, he acted in a detestible way. I went to him three times



and I said, "Red, look here,;ghere's no conspiracy against
herds

you and your jobA" And I told him,_just as I told you, how

this really happenedy"But Clay is ﬁere, you are . . "

And, you see, the American ambassador is normally in Bonn,

so he could gerfectlzqwell have worked out a relatioq;5£ith

Clay. But there 13 £hat deep, continuing hatred bifv§en the

Department of State and the Military, and it,*it;E;més to a

head most often in Berlin,where they, they clash on, on function,

and everything else. Andiged Dowling;did not come off at all

well in that crisis. But anyway, that's the rather long

answer to your question.

STERN: That' fascinating. A .~ dust done last point ‘there.
General Clay, in histg;al history, mentions that he wrote to
General Taylor [Maxwell D. Taylor| suggesting that he might
do something, in terms of the crisis, right after August
thirteenth. I assume that he did that after he ig*tifter

your exchange.

O'DCHNELL: Could have been before. This is the first time I've heard

B

this,incidently. I, I knew that there were close relation--
you see, Maxwell Taylor was a former commandant.

STERN: Right.

O'DONNELL: It could be before. I tell you why. That is where the
ivgommandantﬂidea might have gotten into his head, you see,

Decause he was following the crisis. I, I, I wouldn't want



STERN:

O'DONNELL:

Eon
-
L.

A
/

to be adamant on that, nor would it make too much difference.
7
Clay was a, on the one hand, ‘ It was August, most

people were on vacation, including Clay himself. But he was

keeping in touch. Taylor would be a natural man for him to

o

keep in touch with’-_andptherefore, that in turn would con-
dition his%iﬁis, his voluntgering. In other words, the two
stories don’t necessary collae. ,*b/ But it also could be
after. For example, he could have written and/or--

I think Clay did most of his business by telephone. I think
he could have called Taylor that same afternoon, or within

an hour. The conversations I know about are the two calls
from Higgins on that afternoon, and the two, at least two,
from Clay. And I, I, I can even name the time; it was be-
tween, it was between four and seven in the afternoon of that
very hot day.

I had the sense that both you and Clay felt that the adminis-
tration was underreacting, and that m = e »

Oh yeah. But the man who finally proved our case was a high
member of the administration, Ed, Edward R. Murrow (Eéward R.
Mq;rdw]. Once again, there's chance. It was pure cgance
tgat he happened to be in Berlin at that time; in other words,

he could have been in Paris, he could have been in Dublin.

iy AA*‘/‘/"
His UJS:I.A. [United States. Intelligence Agency] tour, inci-

dently, shaped up by Tom [Thomas C. forenson] and that--over,



‘over in U.S8.1.A, --this was a, a ‘‘not-around-the-clock’ thing,
but it had been laid on at least six weeks in advance, to go
to four or five countries. So he ended up in Berlin, for the
obvious reason, it was a crisis spot. But that he would land

there the day that the waill went up_ _was pure

chance. And you see, at that--and Springer, and the--that's it,
he was having lunch in the Springer housejithe same place I was
getting ;he calls from. So he got through, I think directly,
to, to thed;resident and said, "Look, we've got a, we've got a
problem here."

STERN: One last thing. 1 just--I came across a fascinating quote.

. Apparently you spoke to Bobby Kennedy not long after the inci-
dent with his speech, the Sorenson luncheon--the luncheon with
Soxemson about th;:épeech—-and asked him about whether it was
possible to change it. And he said to you, according to this
quote, "Jesus; Jimz \k can't be more German than the Germans
themselves,;" unquote, The implication being that the Termans
had, themselves, approved of this, of this.

O'DONNELL: Yup,yup. That's right, that's right. With one exception, /s
the Cerman ambassador there. But Willy Brandt [Willy Brandt]
and Adenauer bothz-he's absolutely right. Buﬁ;Bobby Kennedy
did say that to me in the presence of several other people,

. but not after.- - Wait a minute--he said this more thauonce,

incidently . ~“7T



STERN:

O'DONNELL:

Essentially though, he was telling you tha¥ Adenauer and

Brandt agreed with him.
Yeah. That's right. Sure. Well, you know, I replied to

1. AV € e
him. , I don't know who you got that quote from, but,there's

‘ = N
a reply gé%gg to that quotéi{jl said, "Bobby, where the ch--
where the American chips are really down)we have to be more
Getmnng?han the Germans themselves, 'cause they do not have
sovereig;ity in7Ber1in; we do.- But they also are making po-
litical footbalfj:“VBut even in such shrewd politicians as
the Kennedy;f;;re, it was asking too much to get them into all
of the nuances of German party politicgj;hich is fought in a
quite different way than ours. 1It's, it's, it's internecine.
For examplej what's going on over there at the moment;
“ﬂight of ﬁhe jong &nives“)between Helmut SchmidtrEHe&mnt*Hﬁ"w.

ggimggxg and Willy Rrandt. I have several friends in the
Social Democ;atic party, and when they removed Bwandt as
chancellor--and they had the best grounds, and all that--
I said, "You've scotahed the snake, not killked it;“jb;s long
as Brandt is around yvou will have tg?dégg‘ll be forced bxq—’g'
A ’

5 e -
here it whas determinds2ad comes in,to be your enemy.'* And

fichmidt's number one enemy right now is Brandt. 1It's a;, it's a,

a potentially very dangerous situation because Helmut Schmidt's

o o

health is by no means good. ‘I mean, he may live many, many

years, but the doctors are going to tell him, I think, in a



.very few years that he's been in this tough office for quite
awhile now. Yeah, the——yoé can under--Bobby is right on thatp
it, it, it, it is tremendously difficult on & a'(“‘l;\.&e( IsSues
to be more French than the French, or more Eng--and above z11.
But, but Berlin is a rather special case. I'm trying to

thinks Bobby said that more-than once. It comes in laters-

Vo LA

Just as welly ﬁ%’don't need it on tape. I wrote a speech for

Bobby, later, when he came to Berliny-I think Abraham Lincoln's

EAbrahTm—hrnee%n%}pirthday, '62, snd--I don't know if ITve even

got a copy of it &w¥y }Ehoﬂg copy of it may, gga&n here, be
here_ggmewhére. .But in the last minute, the, the word ceme up
from Washington, and they, they, they substituted a completely
different one, written by Arthur Schlesinger.

8TERN: Do wou have anything to add?

O'DONNELL: No, I, I, 1 really don't, except thank you.

STERN: Thank you, very much.
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