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Harch 26, 1964
iicosia, Cyprus

For the Jobn F. HKenuedy Idbraxy

Milliens of people all over the world were deeply shooked
whan they heard on the 22nd of lovesber, 1963, the news that
President Kennedy died by an assessin's bullet during his
visit to the city of Dallas. President Kemnedy lost his life.
And the world lost Kenvedy. And the world without Kennedy
seemed different.
all countries. The history of pecples, however, and consc-
certain great men. It can be sadd of these men and especially
of groet leaders that they are to a certain degree responsibile.
for the divection of history.
ene such leader, capsble of molding situstions not only in
his countyy but directly or indirectly on & worldwide scale.



world peace. And with the death of Hennedy, the sgonising
question was put: uhat would be the Lummediate fete of the
world without Kemvedy, this cunfident leader who was steiving
for a better understanding among the pooples and the preve-
lence of world pesace? History would give the answer. Had
pesce itsell? For peace and wor and the lives of many
thousands depexd on the lsaders of sations.

The life of John Hennedy was pob & long ove. Ib was
terminated so sbruptly ot its prime. The time of hls
Presidency wes 80 short. His achievaments, however, wers
far greator than bis age and his tenure of office. His work
bas secured for him an oulstanding place in history and his
memory bas becoie an enduring syabol.

zmmmmammmﬁm
and I have formed my perscnal cpinions sbiout them. The one
who ispressed me more from the Lirst time that we mebt and
whom I cae to love and esteen was President Keonedy.

The struggle of Oyprus for freedom had led me many
Ulses on enlightenment campaigns $o the United States. I
believed that the creation of & faverable public epinlon
in the United Stetes would be very helpful to the cause of
Cyprus. Lvery time I went to the United States I did not



£ail o visit Boston with whdch I had madsteived close tdes
as au old student at the School of Theelogy at Boston
University. During ane of my visits, in December 1957, a
Greek mmerican of Boston asked me if I had met Senater John
Kemnedy. AL sy negative reply, be said to me, "Tou must.
You must meet Senstor Kempedy. He is & man who could help
you. 1 believe that one day he will be President of the
United Stetes.” The meeting was aryanged, and the next day
I met Senator Kempedy st his office. 4s I entered his
office, he rose fvom his chalr and cams towards me with a
cordial emile and ap cutetretched hand. For a momeht I
felt somewhat uncomfortsble, and I did pot imow how to begin
explaining the purpose of my visit. But any reserve that I
may have felb instelly fell sway. Jenator Kemvedy, with his
kindoess and simplicity, had cpented immediately a warm
stmosphere for his visitor.

I explsined triefly the (yprus questicn. I was
plessantly surprised to find him slready well aware of it.

he eald to me. "And I will ask that it be included in the
donal Seeord.” My stotement appeaved in the Appendix
ssional Record, on March 6, 1958, showing that
this was dowe at the request of Semator Kennedy.




feeling of deep estesm and affectio

pereonality end many othor evideot qualities had mede a deap
impression on me. I left his office with the fealing fhat
in his person the British Colony of Cyprus, as it then was,
had a grest friend end advocate of its freedom. I also
shaved the opinion of my Boston friend that one day Johm
Kennedy would be President of the United 3tates.

Four years later, the Senator of Hassachusetia took
residence in the White House. I was deeply setlsfied with
the election of Jobn Kemnedy to the office of President.

I was pleased and proud because I knew personally the
President of the United States, who, ss Senator of Massschusetis
mmwmmmxmmm
would he coutimme to show his interest in Qyprus? Yes, he
dd. I vas sueng the first heads of state whom be invited
for an official vistt to the United States. I was vezy
touched by the invitation and I considered it a grest honor,
65 1 was the head of one of the smallest states iu the

world. mm,m,zma@mmuumwm
guegt of President Nemmedy. FHis psrsonal plave took me on



President Kennedy coming towards the landing steps of the
plane. He Jooked so young with his boyish face, and the
shock of fodr balr which made him look even younger. It

was difficult %o belleve that uwpon this young man, who
appeared almost a boy, depended the fate of millions, When
I stepped down, he took uy hend, amiling. "Welcome to the
United States. Inmmmmmﬁnﬂhm His
kindness snd the slmplicity of his mesner carried me through
the iotricacies of American receplion protocel. After, I
greeted the officiale end inspected the Cuard of Homor, and
I was led to a dais where President Kemnedy addressed me.
In his welcoming speech he veferred to the struggle of the
words for me. 4s I listened %0 his spesch and walched his
earpest fsoe, 1 fell that he was giving me a pard of kis om
grapdewr and & fraction of bis cus power.

A% moon I went to the White House where President
Kennedy was giving a lunch in wy honor. ls weloomed me ab
the entrance and before going into the recepticn hall he
took me e e persouel touwr of the historic roous where
was o great taste. lHe told me with smuch pride that




¥re. Kennedy had made many chenges. During our welk thwough
the fouse, he took me Yo ibrahan Idoccln's room, whers I sew
2 lorge portrail of the sssassinsted president and & bed,

left so smch wifinished work. His death mes & tragedy o
the nation.”

In the afternoon of the seme doy we were %o have
i was staying in order to acocmpany ws to the presidential
affice. "dould you prefer to walk or to taks the car?® he
asked me. "I prefer to walk® was ay snswer. I was proud
to walk accampanied by the President of the United Stetes.
Hefore begluming our talks, President Kennedy showed me
various official offices and explaiued to me thelr functions.
4t one point we arrived at an open door leading to the
gorden. When he asw somebody there fyom the stalf, he
asked that Carcline be brought over to see Avrchbishop
Hakerios. I wes sorry to find that the 1ittle daughter of
menmer of President Kennedy gove me the courags to ssy o
him, "Don't you think that you mvv o0 yowy o be President




people who were sitting st the talks, I gathered that perhape
ﬁwmﬁsﬁde&_wqmm. I beligved though that

President Kemnedy would not misunderstand me. In spite of
his grest office, he had a simplicity and mumility, something
am,m&zmmwwn«*m. "Byt you ave
also too young to be an Archbishop and o President," commented
the President with a broad amile. We talked aboul many
metbers and among other things he sald to me that he would
hslp the progress and development of the island in verious
ways. I invited him to visit Cyprus. "It may bs difficult
for me to coms for the time being," he replied. “Bub Vice
President Johuson might come on iy behalf. In the neap

 future he will make a towr of Burope and the Middle Bast

and I will tell him to include Cyprus in his program.” 4
few months later, Vice President Johwson did, in fact, visit
Cyprus .«

My talks with President Kevnedy, the warm yreception 1
received from him, the simplicity of his manmer, the kindness
of his behavior, his natural liking for pecple, made me feel
of President Kermedy a profound appreciation. I remember
the moment I said goodbye to him when leaving the White
House. He sccompanied me wp %o my car, and vhen I had
entered, he closed the door himself. It was ancther exarple



B

of the megpitude of his simplicity. Hany leaders enjoy great
international reputstions and others are congidered great mea
becsuse they are leaders of grest countries. Unly some of
them, however, have surpassed their reputatics. President
Keonedy was one of them. He combined simplicity with
dignity, grandeur with humility, sod strength with kinduess.
He wae a great leader; but hs was sbove all a men in the
real sense of the word as defined in ancient Greek philosophy.
1 heard the news of his tragic desth. HMany grest men had &
vioclent death. I dou't think, however;, that so many milliocns
throughout the world have mourned and wept as they did at
the death of John Rennedy. The people of (yprus mourned
the death of President John Keonedy as If he were their

oun beloved leader. When the memorial service took place
in the Catholie Church of the capitol of Cyprus, thousands
gathered spontanecusly outaide the church, Nost of thesm
were quietly orying, all were mouraing. John Kennedy was
the man on whom many bopes for & peaceful and better futmre
for mankind were based. Millions wept not caly because of
the work which he had accomplished, but also for what he
would be able to achieve in the future, if not cut down

go suddenly. President John Hennedy was & most promising
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leader. John Kemnedy should not have died. But he diad.
mmmmu&m ummm:orm:
mmmmamm“mm«
"0 Megas, I cannot bring you back to lifes
Cnly despair awaits those who would attempt the feat.
liow I raise up in your city
This marble column of the Muses in order to honor
The day when you ran raceScseee."
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