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Dictabelt 26C 

August 23, 1963 

Item 26C1 

Fulbright:1

JFK: Yeah. 

 . . . [words unintelligible] we are in pretty . . . we are in pretty good shape . . . 

Fulbright:      . . . and, uh, I have a feeling that much of this criticism is, uh, politically 
inspired. Uh, I can see the Republicans are pretty mad that they've tried to 
make this same thing and they wouldn't do it . . . 

JFK: Um. 

Fulbright:     . . . and now Khrushchev's2

JFK:          Yeah, yeah, what about Jackson?

 come around and they think you're going to get 
credit out of it. 

3

Fulbright: Well, I can't tell. 

 Is he going to vote for it? 

JFK: Yeah. 

Fulbright: He, he is such an advocate of Teller4

JFK:          Yeah. 

. . .  

Fulbright:     . . . and he's so devoted to him and all this. I can't tell what he's going to do, 
uh. . . . It's incredible to me that a fellow of his, uh, normal common sense 
could vote against it. What I think our greatest danger is, is an effort will be 
made by Jackson or someone like him to propose a, uh, a reservation. I, I just 
cannot believe he'd vote against it because of the public impression. You can 
always vote, uh . . . 

JFK:          Yeah. 

                                                 
1 Continued from Item 26B5. J. William Fulbright, senator from Arkansas.   
2 Nikita S. Khrushchev, premier, U.S.S.R. 
3 Henry M. Jackson, senator from Washington.   
4 Dr. Edward Teller, physicist. 
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Fulbright:     . . . propose a reservation. I think that this ha-, is the place where it's most 
dangerous. 

JFK:          A, a reservation needs a majority, doesn't it? 

Fulbright:     And that's the trouble. And, uh, I, uh, told, uh, my staff member that first you 
try to find out if you can from other staff members if any reservations are in 
preparation and also to ask State Department if there are any kind of not 
reservations perhaps but interpretations which are in accord with their 
understanding that we might accept. 

JFK:          Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

Fulbright:     If, uh, there're several things been said about the use of nuclear, uh, weapons 
in war or . . . 

JFK:          God, we've made that so clear haven't we . . . 

Fulbright:     You made it very clear. 

JFK:          . . . in my own statement I did not . . . 

Fulbright:     That's right and I think it is clear and I, I was thinking of this not because I 
wish to propose it but . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

Fulbright: . . . as a kind of a rear . . . 

JFK: That's right.  

Fulbright: . . . guard action. 

JFK:          Would that mean, would that mean we would have to renegotiate it with the 
Russians or get them to agree? 

Fulbright:     No, I don't want [it there?]. That would be maybe a reservation. There, 
there're several degrees of these things they . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 
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Fulbright:     . . . call interpretations on, uh. . . . And also we can sometimes put something 
in the report without it in, being put on . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

Fulbright: . . . the treaty. 

JFK: I see. 

Fulbright:     Or in the resolution affirming it, uh, what they sometimes call an 
interpretation. 

JFK:          Right. 

Fulbright:     It's our understanding in approving this, for example . . . 

JFK: I see. 

Fulbright:     . . . that, uh, nuclear weapons in warfare are not used. 

JFK: Right. 

Fulbright:     And I, I asked the staff to get ahold of the State Department to see if, uh, 
anything of this kind that is quite unobjectionable that they could take. And 
then if I knew about this, if we can, if there is, there are any of these then I 
could give, offer this as a sop to them to keep off a reservation. 

JFK:          Right, right. 

Fulbright:     I personally don't wish to propose anything. I'm just thinking of the  
technique . . . 

JFK: Right. 

Fulbright:     . . . that, of fighting off any, any reservations which would, uh, which would 
cripple the treaty. 

JFK:          Right. Right. Okay, good, fine. Well, I'll talk to Dutton5

                                                 
5 Frederick G. Dutton, assistant secretary of state for congressional relations. 

 over there. 
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Fulbright:     Yeah, I, I think we ought to be ready if we, so far as we can to, to take 
something of an innocuous nature that would give these boys a little face 
saving. You know what I mean. 

JFK:          Yeah, well, now we've sent those, that letter I guess they're going to release 
for Sunday, uh, they, uh, that one from Gilpatric.6 That's going to Dick 
Russell7

Fulbright: Un-huh. 

 on the, uh, that Jackson resolution about the four safeguards that . . . 

JFK: . . . the Chiefs insisted on. 

Fulbright: You've already sent that? 

JFK:          Yeah, well that's supposed to be going, uh, we sent it up, I approved it 
yesterday. It's going up, I guess, today or tomorrow. So that, uh . . . 

Fulbright:     Good. 

JFK:          . . . that will have, let them claim they got that out of us. [Laughs.] 

Fulbright:     Good. Well, I, I, what I was thinking about is, is to let them feel they had done 
something, uh, as a result . . . 

JFK:          Yeah. 

Fulbright:     . . . of all this criticism but, but I certainly don't advise anything of any serious 
nature. I don't want to give them any damn thing that, that you don't want  
to . . .  

JFK:          Yeah. 

Fulbright:     . . . I mean, that is, you can't live with. 

JFK:.         That's right. Okay, good. Well, thank you very much, Bill. 

Fulbright:     I really think we, we got the votes. I just cannot believe these fellows are so 
stupid as to vote against this treaty. But you know how the old good-you're-
all-amending thing of trying to gut it by amendment. 

                                                 
6 Roswell L. Gilpatric, deputy secretary of defense.   
7 Richard B. Russell, senator from Georgia. 
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JFK:          Kistiakowsky,8

Fulbright: I believe he's . . . 

 I guess, is going to testify Monday, isn't he? He should be 
helpful. 

JFK: Eisenhower's9

Fulbright: . . . Monday at two. 

 man. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Fulbright: Then York10

JFK: Oh, that'll be good. 

 is coming. 

Fulbright: I, I don't much want to, uh, to delay this. 

JFK: No. 

Fulbright: I don't think we gain much by . . . 

JFK: No. 

Fulbright: . . . by many more witnesses . . . 

JFK: I think this week'd be. . . . No.  I agree with that. 

Fulbright: . . . so I'm going to try to . . . 

JFK: I think Kistiakowsky’ll be good because he was Eisenhower's fellow . . . 

Fulbright: Un-huh. 

JFK: . . . but that's about it. 

Fulbright: The only thing Teller had over the others is he is such an actor. I mean . . . 

                                                 
8 Dr. George B. Kistiakowsky, former special assistant to the president for science and technology. 
9 Dwight D. Eisenhower, former president.   
10 Dr. Herbert F. York, physicist. 
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JFK:          Yeah. 

Fulbright: . . . he's John L. Lewis and Billy Sunday all wrapped in one. 

JFK:          Oh, is he a good witness? 

Fulbright: Huh? 

JFK: He's an effective witness, is he? 

Fulbright: Well, he's, he's an actor. I mean . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

Fulbright:     . . . dramatic and all. He's the same way old Lewis was, you know, uh, uh . . . 

JFK: Uh-huh. 

Fulbright:     . . . and this upset particularly some of the younger members but, not some of 
the older ones. I, uh. . . .  It's hard for me to judge it, but I just, uh, have a 
feeling that we've got the votes for it, uh, except this business of an 
amendment with a majority. And I don't, I don't like that. It, it presents some 
hazards. So I, I thought we ought to give most of our attention to that. 

JFK: Right. Okay, fine. 

Fulbright: How’re you feeling? 

JFK: Oh, very good. Good shape. 

Fulbright: That's good. I hear your golf is good. 

JFK: Well, every now and then I get a good one. 

Fulbright: Well, I can't [forget it?] 

JFK:          You know that, don't you? You've had that experience. 

Fulbright: Yeah, it's better than mine, I can say. 

JFK: Okay, good, well, thanks a lot. 
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Fulbright: Good luck. 

JFK: Bye, Bill. 
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Note for Researcher 

No Kennedy Library Transcripts were prepared for Dictabelt  
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