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[Belt 4J was badly deteriorated when received, and the transcript is offered with reservations. An 
echo is frequently heard in the background, and the belt often skips.] 

Dictabelt 4J 

October 2, 1962 

Item 4J1 

[Begins mid-conversation.] 

JFK:1

Vance:

 . . . what about the other, the troop situation down there? How do you, how 
are, how are you, how many, uh . . . 

2 Uh, we have got, uh, it should be about ten thousand now. Those are what 
Howze3 is trying to stabilize in the Oxford area, sir. And, uh, what we propose 
to do on this, was General Wheeler4

JFK: Yes, the quicker we could probably make some public [belt skips] . . . -'s 
better off . . . 

 was going to get in touch with, uh, 
General Howze, ask him to prepare a plan with respect to the phased 
withdrawal of, uh, troops of Mississippi. And to submit that back so that we 
could then come and submit it to you, sir. 

Vance:  Right, sir. 

JFK: . . . psychologically would be. They think that that's the number that they may 
need for a while? 

Vance: Yeah. They think that for the time being or so that this, this is the safest 
number to have there. 

JFK: I see. 

Vance: It may be somewhat excessive, sir, but my feeling is it's better to be safe on 
[this one?]. 

                                                 
1 President Kennedy's side of the conversation is also recorded on Audiotape 27, Item 2. 
2 Cyrus R. Vance.   
3 Hamilton Howze.   
4 Earle G. Wheeler. 
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JFK: [Belt skips.] . . . instructions down there about the, how they should handle 
people? That they . . . 

Vance: Minimum force [word unintelligible], minimum force. 

JFK: . . . uh, sort of a restated, uh, I think it, it may have to be restated today 
because, uh, in the first, uh, [force?] was desirable and now, uh, it is, won't be. 
So that I suppose every time you get a [belt skips] . . . knocked down, it feeds 
the fires around the place. So I suppose, uh, at least it oughta be brought to his 
attention . . . 

Vance: Right . . . 

JFK: . . . to see how he thinks it should be done. 

Vance: . . . well, we will do so.  

JFK: Okay. Fine. 

Vance: Sir, do you want, sir, do you want to release anything [at this stage?], would 
you like us to do it in terms of the public release? 

JFK: Uh, let me just think about that, uh, let me just think about that. [Pause.] 
[Words unintelligible] Barnett.5

Vance: Barnett has not asked us, Barnett has not asked us to do this. 

 He asked us to do it? Barnett? Barnett asked 
us for them or, uh, who's asked, uh . . . 

JFK: Yeah. Who has asked us? 

Vance: Mr. President, I can't tell you who in the state of Mississippi has

JFK: We might do it this way. You see, well now [do it this way?] say the president 
has approved the, uh . . . 

. 

Vance: All right. [I'll use?] the president has approved. We'll release it over here and 
check the [release with, uh?] . . . 

JFK:  Better find out who's asked us to do it, though, so that, uh. . . . [Off the phone 
to someone in the room.] Well, when did he ask us to do it? [Back on the 

                                                 
5 Ross Barnett. 



4 
 

phone to Vance.] The guess is that they, uh. . . . Kenny6 says that the governor 
asked the civil def-. . . . Of course, I suppose he didn't ask for the troops 
because he didn't have to ask us for the troops. We'd given 'em that, [words 
unintelligible] that. We'd given 'em the declaration [for the troops?]. Well, 
now who, who have you been talking to about this, Cy? Is it [Bob?] 
McDermott?7

Vance: McDermott. Yeah. 

 

JFK: About the twenty-five hundred? What they're going to do with twenty-five 
hundred troops, I don't know. We agreed to, uh, help them [altogether?] to 
clean up. I don't know what they're going to do with twenty-five hundred 
soldiers to get out. 

Vance: Uh, the letter I have from McDermott says, "While we have no way to judge 
the appropriate figure, the state director of civil defense of Mississippi has 
informed the Public Health Service officials that twenty-five hundred troops 
would be needed." 

JFK: I see. All right, well, I see. Well, anyway the request . . . 

Vance: Yeah. 

JFK: . . . of the, uh, civil defense director, uh. . . . 

Vance: State director of civil defense of Mississippi. 

JFK: . . . yeah, uh, the president has approved the, uh [belt skips] . . . have 'em . . . 

Vance?: Yeah. Fine. 

JFK: . . . so we don't get [Barnett into it?]. 

Vance: Right. 

JFK: Okay. Fine. 

Vance: Yes, indeed, sir. 

                                                 
6 Kenneth P. O'Donnell. 
7 Edward A. McDermott. 
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JFK: Thank you, bye. 

[Phone hangs up.] 
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Dictabelt 4J 

October 3, 1962 

Item 4J2 

JFK: Cy? 

Vance8

JFK: Morning. 

: Yes, Mr. President.  

Vance:       Morning, sir. We would, uh, like to come over if we can, about twelve 
o'clock, General Wheeler and I, to discuss withdrawal plan with you, sir. 

JFK: Good. Fine. Okay, uh, I'll be, uh, I'll be right here. 

Vance: Fine, sir. 

JFK: Good. Okay. 

Vance: Be there. 

                                                 
8 Cyrus R. Vance 
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Note for Researcher 

No Kennedy Library Transcript was prepared for Dictabelt number 4J.3.
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Papers of John F. Kennedy 

Presidential Recordings 

Dictabelts 

Dictabelt 4J 

October 2.1962 

Conversation #4: Evelyn Lincoln and William H. Brandt. White House Police 

Mrs. Lincoln: Hello. 

Officer Brandt: Hello. This is Officer Brandt. Is Mrs. Lincoln in? 

Mrs. Lincoln: This is she. 

Officer Brandt: Oh, Mrs. Lincoln. I'm sorry I didn't recognize your voice. I have Jimmy 
Deakins over here with a doctor from Germany, and he did say that you had 
mentioned that he come over there if he got through in time. Unfortunately, I 
believe the boss is in the office right now. 

Mrs. Lincoln: Yes, he is. He can look in at the Cabinet Room if he'd like. 

Officer Brandt: Uh-huh. I think that would be nice, and he would appreciate it. Suppose I send 
him over to E4 officer and he can handle it from that point? 

Mrs. Lincoln: Okay.   Thanks an awful lot. 

Officer Brandt: Thank you very much, Mrs. Lincoln. 

Mrs. Lincoln: Alrighty. Bye. 

Officer Brandt: Bye-bye. 
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Papers of John F. Kennedy 

Presidential Recordings 

Dictabelts  

Dictabelt 4J 

October 2. 1962 

Conversation #5: Evelyn Lincoln and Unidentified Operator 

Voice: Yes, please? 

Mrs. Lincoln: Supplies. 

Voice: Mrs. Lincoln, on your call to the Duchess of Devonshire, she just left, and 
she's expected back around noon our time. Can't be reached otherwise. 

Mrs. Lincoln: Oh. That's fine. 

Voice: I'll leave word. 

Mrs. Lincoln: O.K. 

Voice: Thank you. And you want Supplies? 

Mrs. Lincoln: Yeah. 
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Papers of John F. Kennedy 

Presidential Recordings 

Dictabelts 

Dictabelt 4J 

October 2. 1962 

Conversation #6: Evelyn Lincoln and Unidentified Person 

Voice: Supply Room. 

Mrs. Lincoln: This is Evelyn Lincoln. 

Voice: Uh-huh. 

Mrs. Lincoln: I'm out of those envelopes again. The letter size, brown. 

Voice: Uh, . . . 

Mrs. Lincoln: . . . yellow . . .  

Voice: You mean the 9½ by 12? 

Mrs. Lincoln: Well, the letter size, you know. Yeah. 

Voice: Uh-huh. Yes. 

Mrs. Lincoln: I think I'd better have about fifty of those. 

[recording cuts off abruptly but continues on Dictabelt 4K] 




