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Oral History Interview

with

-

SENATOR CLAIBORNE PELL

FPebruary .6, 1967
Washington, D.C.

! By‘John'E.;Stewart

For the John F. Xennedy Library

STEWART : Senator Pell, why don't we start by asking you,
o when did you first meet John Kennedy?

PELL: I guess the first contact that I had with Presi-
dent Kennedy was considerably. before the War on
Bailey's Beach in Newport where I remember
Hearlng him spoof some friend in that marvelous, inimitable —— =
accent of his as to whether they had come over from Ireland
because of the famine of '48, or whether it had been later.
I guess at that-time life was fairly full and sSayous and
gay, and those of us ofour age had a short period of what
we might gall "salad days.” There were many debutante
parties, and we were on that circuit. This was before,
obviously, World War II had started or even Britain, it-
self, had started fighting.

Then, in addition, I knew him because I used to take
out his sister, Kick, or Kathleen, who was a wonderful
girl, gay, intelligent, bright, good-looking, and
thoroughly nice. And I can remember, I guess, the first
exposure to the family was one time when I visited and took
her out at Eden Roc, at Antibes in the south of France.

It was also a memorable day for me because it was my
introduction to water skiing, and I'll always remember that
very nice afternoon with her. ~
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Another time I remember accidentally going to their
house at Hyannis Port because I was visiting some friends
there who said they would meet me at the local country
club. I passed this building which had, as I recall it, a
flag flying, lots of cars, young people around, and I
thought it was the club. I found it was the Kennedy house.

Returning, however, to my contacts with the Presi-
dent--which I know is the reason, the occasion for this
interview-~-I saw him after the War. During the war years, -
our paths did not cross even though I spent some time in
Rhode Island, in Newport, both as an enlisted man in the

- Coast Guard prior to the waxr and thon convaleacing in the

Naval lospital there. But the President's tours of duty at
Melville must have been in between those periods. And his
War was mainly fought in the Pacific; mine was more in the
Atlantic and Europe. So I did not see him again until
after the end of the War when we were out at the San
Francisco Conference where I was an assistant secretary of

‘one of the committees there, and he was a correspondent.

I forget for what newspaper, I think the Hearst Papers,
but I'm not sure. Then he followed the course of the

. Conference and also participated in many of the activities

connected with it.

STEWART:  How serious was he about his duties as a cor-

respondent at that time, do you recall? -
PELL: I do not recall. The occasionsI saw him were
' more social, at swimming, or in Burlingame,

» something of that sort. . Then, the next thing I
knew was that he was-a member of the House of Representa-
tives, at which time I was in the Foreign Service, and
then he. ... . I met him when we had a small house in
Washington on 33fd Street, just around the corner from where
he lived. I well remember one dinner party we had where
[G. Frederick] Fred Reinhardt was going out to Indochina,

..or to.Vietnam, as ambassador. My recollection is that

Kennedy was there and asked him a good many searching
guestions. : : ok

-
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We invited him up to Rhode Island to address a
Jefferson-Jdackson dinner, I think, in 1954. And he was
very kind, accepted, and I noticed that he did most of
the writing of the speech himself. When he came to Rhode
Island, the force of his personality-and the strength of
his personality were such that he received a tremendous
welcome from everybody he met and from all those at the-
dinner. However, from the viewpoint of delivery I must
say that he was nowhere near as good as he became in later
years, or as his brother Ted [Edward M. Kennedy] was to
show himself at the same age, or even younger. That
Jefferson-Jackson dinner was marred for President -Kennedy
by the fact that he lost, or somebody took as a souvenir,
his nice dark blue overcoat that he had ‘with him. .
: .. Then my contacts with him were comparatively llmlted

. We'd see each other in Newport when he'd be visiting his .-
in-laws. I remember he came to my house there one time w1th
his fiancee, Jackie [Jacqueline B. Kennedy], and we would

see each other as time went on in various people's houses
‘or around Washington. :

The next really close contact that I had with him was
"~ after he was elected to the presidency, and I was elected
to the Senate. I think he was very, very startled about

my election because of all of his friends I think I was
probably as unllkely a political candidate as could have
been, found. And most of my friends thought the same thing.
It was particularly so in that I was running against the
man who'd acted as campaign manager for President Kennedy
in his 1956 try for the vice presidential nomination, the
 former Governor Dennis Roberts of Rhode Island. In my
campaign President Kennedy, naturally, did a film strip
with Governor Roberts, but did not otherwise part1c19ate
in my campaign. A

PR
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My wife went down to West Virginia and helped open a
couple of headquarters for him there drawing on her own
experience at having set up and run a Democratic city head-
quarters in Newport in several campaigns. But after we
were both elected in 1960, we saw a good deal of each

. other--in fact, more than had ever been the case before.

STEWART : Could I interrupt right here and ask you
another question? ;

PELL: Anytime.

STEWART: To gd back a bit, were you at the 1956 .Demo-
cratic National Convention,,and_if so, did
you have any role in the vice presidential bid?

PELL: .. No. I was at the 1956 Convention as Chief Dele-
gation Tally Clerk. This latter function meant
I was responsible for the tallying, or polling,

of votes as they occurred on the floor. Also, in the

course of that campaign I was the National Democratic
Registration Campaign Chairman. So I was then working as
an official of the Democratic National Committee.

I will never forget when the vote was taken because I
was sitting right on the platform in back of Speaker [Sam]
Rayburn, ds the people waved their banners in an endeavor
to be counted. And I've always believed that it really was
completely accidental that Speaker Rayburn tixned towards
the decisive' state, I forget which one it was now, and

* recognized it. There was no malice aforethought; there was

tremendous confusion; and I think it was just the luck of
the toss that it went to [Estes] Kefauver. Actually, from
President Kennedy's viewpoint, I think he's probably better
off not having won than having won that nomination.
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. STEWART :

STEWART :

PELL:

Were you at the 1960 Conventiori?

I was at the 1960 Convention in a rather diffi-
cult position. I was again Chief Delegation
Tally Clerk, but I was also in Coventry from the

v1ewp0lnt of my own Rhode Island delegation because they
were all supporting Governor Dennis Roberts, who was the
chairman of the delegation, and very actively supporting
President Kennedy on the floor of the Convention. So
while I lived at the same hotel with the Rhode Island
Delegation, they did not speak to me with any enthusiasm,
and I was inadifficult position.’

STEWART :

gations.

" . PELL:

STEWART :

PELL:

I've heard it said that there was a certain
amount of [Lyndon B.]\Johnson support, second

ballot Johnson support, in many New England ayle-j{i

‘Is this true? Do you know of thls°

In 196072
In 1960, at the Convention.
I've heard that, and there'may have been one or

two of our delegates who felt that way, but I
don't ‘think any of them voted that way, if my"

recollection is correct.

e

"You had no definite indications that any sizeable
number of them would have voted that way had it
gone to a second ballot?

P
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PELL: I do not. But, again, I do not know because I
was not close to the campaign at that time.
There were one or two people who were very close
to President Johnson. There were those who were very close
to President Johnson through New England who I guess well
might have, but I would add that Rhode Island, because of
its relationship, its proximity to the Kennedys and the
admiration for them there, the fact—ehat thé  [Hugh D.]

"Auchinclosses, his in-laws, have many close ties with our

state, and he's visited our state so often because of this
reason--and because of his own close ties there, our state
feels particularly friendly and warm towards President
Kennedy or, in fact, towards. any Kennedy. N

STEWART : Do you recall ever having discussed Rhode
Island politics with President Kennedy, and if -
so, did he view them in a similar vein as he

viewed Massachusetts politics? -

PELL: I do not recall any specific discussions of this
sort, although I do recall, when he did come to
dinner with his then fiancee wour house, we had

as fellow guests Governor Roberts and Lieutenant Governor

Armand Cote. But I do not recall any specific discussion

about RhodF Island politics.

STEWART : Before coming to Washington, did you fear, as
' some did, that the Kennedy Administration-would
- be extremely cautious about projects“znd programs

of benefit to New England economy? In other words, that

they would bend orer backwards to avoid any charges of
favoritism‘to the New England economy?



PELL: No, I didn't but then, being a New Englander,
-I'm sure that probably we'd be the last to have
heard that.
© STEWART: I have heard it sald that there were occasions ,A;-

: when they specifically were wondering.

- PELL: That certainly was not the reaction in my
state because in my state we felt wouldn't it
be wonderful to get a New Englander intoc the

- - White House. I remember talking later on when he was

President about such local problems as the railroad trans-—
portation, one of my main areas of interest, and President
Kennedy, who used to take the Federal, the overnight rail-
road, back and forth from Boston to Washington, was very
familar with the problem. And because of his bad back he'd
had ‘to have a special board, I believe, for ‘the bed. He
was very familar with the railroad problem.

'+ STEWART ¢ Well, do you want to go on?
PELL: - No, I guess we'll go now to the period after,

' when he was President. As I said, I got to know

him better. He used to be very kind and hospi-

'Lable to my wife and me, and we used to see him either at
small dinners in his house, the White House, or at Franklin
Roosevelt! s or visit with him on his boat the Honey Fitz in
Narragansett Bay, which he liked to do a great deal. Then
he was very kind and would take me back and forth, together
with other members of the Rhode Island congressional dele-
gation, to Rhode Island when he went up for weekends. But
the times I recall the best are the time s when we would be
out on the boat because he seemed to relax more, either on
the Honey Fitz, which was a power boat, or on another boat
‘'we sailed on, a Coast Guard I think it was a yawl called
the Manitou, or something of that sort, which he would
actually sail himself.




s

Then he liked very much the atmosphere at Newport
because it was one of the few communities where you could
really have privacy.. People didn't mob him; people were
used to celebrities, although not as great celebrities
as the President; they had had President Eisenhower before;
and ‘they were courteous and polite 'and they left him alone.
He could go down to Bailey's Beach and sit in a cabana
there, and people would come, treat him in a relatively
normal way--nobody could ever treat a President in a cca-
pletely normal way. But, he would be treated in a more
normal way than would be the case, I would imagine, in any
other resort or in any other community of that sort in the
United States.

I can remember one time swimming in a swimming pool
when, at the beach, there wasonly he and his own house
guests and myself in the pool, and he really had a sense of
very real privacy. Also, when sailing. Also, he really
loved the sea. One sensed that watching the [America's]
Cup Races with him and saw the trouble that he had taken in
organizing the group, and the destroyer, I think it was =
called the Kennedy, the Jbseph P. Kennedy that we were out
on. And he really loved the sea, as all of us in Rhode
Island and Newport also do. : ‘

In the evening his conversation would not be about too
heavy things, he'd touch lightly on politics, but he was
also intergsted in everything, in people, very interested
in people, men and women and their frailities and their
strengths, and who was seeing who. I think he had so many
heavy problems all day, and they must have weighed on him
when he was awake at night that he would almost make a -
conscious effart to change gear in the evenings when he would
have a daiquiri and light, interesting, sparkling con-
versation, and maybe play backgammon or something of that
sort after dinnexr. I also recall that while we were re-
-moved from the general office subjects in thesewewvenings,
his mind was always very absorptive and never wandered too
far afield. Serious subjects would come up: the question
of what to do about Germany, the question of Cuba, the
question of social programs, the question of appointments,
things of that sort, and he would use thosé who were with
him at dinner as his sounding board. .

——
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-I also noticed another really remarkable thing about

- him--his fabulous memory- One evening I went to dinner with

three little projects in my mind that meant a greéat deal to
me. One of them concerned, if my recollection is correct,
something to do with my state, another one I do not pre-
sently remember, and the third was I had a very bad back and
wantgd to be looked at by Dr. [Janet] Travell to see if she
could help me. In the course of the evening, I mentioned
all these points in passing. The President never seemed

to note them particularly, did not jot down a memorandum or
anything of that sort, and yet, the next day, or rather e
within two or three days, all three points had been handled
and® action taken.

STEWART: How did the idea of the summer White House
originate? 5
PELL: Well, I guess I had a good deal to do with it.
i I have quite a thick file on it if anyone is ever
interested in it. There have been: I can't recall
if it's seventeen or twenty-seven Presidents, some number in
that range, who have visited Newport in the course of the
summer. I know I've always heard of the days in.my parents
time when so many of the embassies would be in Newport.
My recollection is that before World War I the Russian,
the British, and the French Embassies were all in Newport.
And I also know that President Kennedy really loved Newport.
He spoke to me about it himself in this regard. We went
around in the boat one time looking at houses from the
séa. I remember the ones he turned down and the ones he
liked. And what is not generally realized, I think, is how
much he loved Newport. Perhaps it was the sense of even. = .
greater remotenéss, isolation and privacy than he enjoyed” "
in Massachusetts, than in Hyannis Port. I don't know what
the reason was, but when the time came for him to get a
house, he was the one who made the moves.

-
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One summer, as I recollect it, we were trying to make
the arrangements to buy a house, the house of Barclay
Douglas, called Annandale Farm, but the price that Barclay
asked for it was too hidh, and the President finally de-
cided that even though we could have got a citizens com-
mittee together to purchase it, and I helped organize the

citizen's committee which met in Proevidence, and the news-—

paper and Humberto Patalano and Senator [John O.] Pastore
and everyone was very helpful on it, he decided the price
was such he just felt it would hurt him politically.
Returning for a moment to how the idea first came up, I
think full credit here should go to a Rhode Islander from
Providence, Humberto Patalano, who had the idea and first
talked to Senator Pastore and then to me about it. And
because I was both a Newporter and friend of President
Kennedy's, I took hold of it as hard as I could.

© . STEWART : Didn't Secretary [Stewart L.] Udall make a

study or get involved in it in some way?

PELL: A certain amount. The next summer. . . . I
think it.was mainly through the Navy. We had
: the Navy go in there, looking it over, and they
came up one winter and examined the houseé znd everything
else. Then thé next year he decided he'd like to rent a
house, and again, it was the same house that he wanted.
Barclay Douglas, who had suffered a certain amount of

- adverse popularity because it was felt that the summer

White House idea for Newport had been turned down because

"he'd asked for too much money, this time was willing to

rent it.

-

s
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If my recollection is correct, at first he asked for
a large sum, and then it was reduced. I think the amount
he asked was two thousand dollars a month for two months,
which, in view of the yacht races and the season, was not
© only not high, but actually meant that Barclay really made
. no profit because he had to move out and live somewhere
else. I think he felt that he should do it because of
having lost the permanent summer White House for Newport
earlier. Then this proposal was made by the President to
me privately to look into renting it, and his-wife Jackie
was- not aware of it when he first spoke to me about it.

In fact, it was only after we had pretty well worked it out
that he informed his wife.

One of the sad unwritten. vignettes of his death was
that g couple of weeks before he died, he was asked that a
half of his rent for the next summer be paid to him, and
President Kennedy made out his personal check for this gt
amount. After he dfted, I had a conversation with Clark Clifford
.concerning the possible réfund of the check. I never knew
quite what happened.

And I personally have not given up the idea of a summer
White House, government house, something of that sort in
Rhode Island. As long as I'm a senator or a citizen of
Rhode Island I will continue to press in that direction and
am, in fact, working on the idea of a government house now
where visi’ting chiefs of state could stay when they are
recuperating or visiting in the Unitéd States, perhaps in a
less official capacity than when they're actually at Blair
House. Or such a government house could also provide quarters
for visiting lecturers in the Naval War' College.
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There's one other point which I think may be of
interest here, that is, I was-always very impressed with
the stories of how quiekly President Kennedy could read,
and I can vouch for them. Nobody could read a newspaper,

a book, or a magazine more quickly than he did. But I also
noticed that when it came to reading a serious memorandum,
something that had to be absorbed word by word, he would
read it very much the way everybody else does, line by
line, and I thought this was of some interest.

STEWART : Could we move on, could we discuss your whole
idea of a Northeast Seaboard transportation
plan? You, in June 1962, introduced a resolution

to create a multi-state authority, and I believe the i

Administration did set up a task force and there was a study

done by the Department of Commerce. One, did you ever dis-

cuss this proposal with the President, or with anyone else
in the White House, and what was their reaction, to it?

PELL: I discussed it a great deal with the President.

He was very familiar with the problem, as I
. said earlier, because of having taken the
"Federal” so often and he helped me as much as he could on
it. And when I didn't discuss it with him, it was with
Myer Feldman, the general counsel, who followed this problem
and glave meg every kind of  possible assistance.

#

STEWART: Were you generally satisfied with their insight

into the whole problem? Did they view it, for

! example, as serious a.problem as youdid, or was

‘thege apny . & .

——

=

-
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PELL: Yes, they did because they recognizedthat the
East Coast would not remain alone in having a
megalopolis; megalopolises would develop in

other parts of the country, and we'd have to find some

solution.

STEWART : Was there any fear that it shouldn't be done in
the Northeast for political reasons, or . . .

PELL: No, because all you have to do is a study of the
map and you realize that this is the only megalc-
polis as of the time with 1.5 or .6 per cent of

the land, 20 per‘'cent of the people, 30 per cent of the

wealth. There was no other place,quite like it in the
country.

STEWART: What differences were there, if any, between you
and the White House's opinion on the whole project?

PELL: The question of speed. My job was to prick and
poke them along, so that the project wouldn't die
"down. We had & terrible time shortly after

. President Kennedy died. -The Administration didn't know

quite which way to go. Butmy role was continuously to
press the project ahead.

L]

2 STEWART : Was there any quarrel over the method of

financing that you were proposing?

PELL: We didn't get into the specific discussion of
3t .

STEWART : You didn't. Did vou have any definite indications
that all of the~--how many were there?--eight

i states involved in thls would go along w1th this

type of an arrangement? | o ¢

i

-
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PELL:. No, this was all my idea. I think it was a little
early, but eventually, I'm convinced, this type
of approach will be accepted. And I've noticed
in my work in the Senate that while my ideas often sem a
little far out, as the years go on, they seem to secure an
increasing degree of acceptance. I believe President Kennedy
was very kind to me about these ideas, such ideas.

L=

‘STEWART ¢ Did you have, I assume, some pretty strong reper-

cussions from airlines and other forms O
transportation?

PELL: No, because I never was trying to put anybody
: out of business, or change, or hurt any of the
means of transportation. It was real“* directed
at how we soak up the transportation needs of thc future. And
I think the airlines themselves would be the f_*st to say
they're not too happy about hauling people less than two

‘hundred miles.

STEWART : Did you ever feel that people in the Administration
were more concerned with immediate commuter
: problems than with a problem that went somewhat
beyond the commuter problem? \
PELL: ‘ Yes, because more people are affected by it more s s
: voters are affected by commutation, intra-city
transportation, than by inter-city transportation.

STEWART = But you felt gener dllj Lhumeufrﬁupo 3al got as
much of a hearing as it pfObdbLj rould have undex
the circumstances?
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PELL: Absolutely. I was very fairly and very kindly -
: treated by the White House. And I must say that

President Johnson treated the project very..
kindly and very fairly indeed afterwards when I went to
discuss it with him.  In fact, it was under President
Johnson that we got the HighSpeed Ground Transportation
passed.

- .

——l .

STEWART : You were also involved, I think, on a number
occasions in the whole area of the federal
government's involvement in the arts, speci-

Act

of

fically the setting up of the Advisory Council on the Arts
in the spring of 1963. Do you recall ever discussing this

whole problem with the President?

PELL: No. I did discuss it several times with Mrs.
Kennedy, but I'm not sure that's within thg
terms of this interview. The President wa

be interested, I have a rather long copy of a letter I

wrote her concerning my views as to the role of the Arts
Council Advisor, and we discussed the appointment as to
should be the first Chairman of the Council of the Arts.

S

.all for it, but it was not a subject of too much discussion
between us. With Mrs. Kennedy I did several times. If you'd

who

The understanding of the White House was that it would be

[Richard N.] Dick Goodwin. But naturally, when the Pres
dent was killed, the new President made his choice, Roge
Stevens, who proved to be a thoroughly fine and excellen

_ appointment. - —

STEWART ¢ I believe i e

9
&
Tt
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" PELL: Do you want that memorandum to Mrs. Kennedy?
STEWART: Yes, it might be of some value. Did you have
any quarrels at all with how the Administration
- went about setting up the original Advisory
Council on the Arts?

PELLr: No, I felt that--no, my recollection is I had no
- <~ dquarrel at all. Again, it's a question of pushing
: ahead, of giving enough money, enough status,
enough power. I remember a good example of this question
came. up with the disdrmament, the ACDA, the Armament Control .
and Disarmament Agency. Originally, we'd all discussed it
- in the campaign, and it was going to be a separate agency
set up by stature. Then the Administration got cold feet
. as to whether the stature, the necessary statute or law,
could get through the Congress, so they decided to do it by
~ administrative action. A friend of mine, [Julius A.] Mac
.Migal from Rhode Island, together with the president of the
[United] World Federalists, Mr. Paul Walter, came in and
had breakfast with me one day,fand as a result of that
breakfast, or maybe it was lunch, we decided to try and push
again to get it set up by legislative enactment. And
Senator [Joseph S.] Clark, Senator [Hubert H.] Humphrey,
and others shared this view. We all went down to the White
Housetogether, and we were able to persuade them to change
it and to set it up by legislation. This is the way it
should have been done rather than by administrative action.

STEWART : The whole problem in the New Haven Railroad I
guess, came to a head and was resolved, in a
certain fashion, during the Kennedy Administration.

I assume you were deeply involved in all of the negotiations

regarding a loan from the OCDM [Office of Civil and Defense

Mobilization] and so forth. 4 - ‘

i .

-
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PELL: Not very closely because my senior colleague,
Senator Pastore, was more involved as a-member'
of the Commerce Committee; he's number two man
" on the Commerce Committee. I was not on.the Commerce Com-
mittee, so .I partlc1pated helped it along, but I was not
-1nt1mately 1nvolved Bt S

STEWART : So you never really discussed the whole problen, -
for example, with Myer Feldman, or anyone else
in the White House?

" PELL: : Only in more general terms.

STEWART : Yes. Were there any major disagreements among
. New England senators on the proposal, I think

_ it was in May of 1962, to establish a federal

authority to finance- subsidies for the New Haven Railroad
and other railroads? -

..PELL: I- do not recall any great disagreements. As a
general rule, one must recognize that the
: northern tier of New England states, Vermont,
New Hampshlre, and Maine, have a more academic interest
in the New Haven Railroad. They've lost their service long
since. So they're not as enthusiastic as the southern
tier of Connecticut, Rhode Island and Massachusetts.
e ‘ _
STEWART: Did you have any significant gquarrels with the way
) the whole matter was.handled by the White House?

PELLz No.

STEWART : - The initial problem of the loan and the bank-
ruptcy?

PELL: ¢ o NOie

STEWART : Wasn't former Governor Dennis Roberts proposal
; at one time‘as a trustee for the . . .

:/‘
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PELL: That is correct, although the first I knew about
- it was when I-read about it in the reuspaper.

STEWART : And his nomination was blocked somewhere along
the line?

PELL: Not by me. I would have been all for it. But it
did not go further. I forget the reasons. now.
Actually, he would have been very good. And I
would have been glad to have supported him.

STEWART : You weretthen, I presume ... .

PELL: My relations with Governor Roberts are excellent.
I admire him a great deal, and I actually dis-
cussed several times with President Kennedy the

possibility of finding the right spot in the federal govern-

ment for Governor Roberts. In fact, I can remember bringing

.this to President Kennedy's attention far more than he ever

brought it to my attention.

But we were unable to figure out the right slot. I
believe that Governor Roberts was offered the Embassy to--
one of the British Commonwealth countries--I believe
Australia, although my recollection is dim as to which
country it was. He was offered an appointment on one or two
of the major commissions, but he turned them down. But I
did feel that the Administratien, -the Kennedy Administration,
really should put him in a position and mentioned this to
the President, although nothing was ever done about it.

: \

STEWART : I assume then that you were in favor of the loan -*
under the Defense Production Act at the time ewen™
though it was recognized that the railroad was

heading for bankruptcy no matter what happened.

PELL As a Senator from Rhode Island, one would
naturally be for anything to extend the life,
recognizing at the same time the difficulty of it.

oIl



=1 5

STEWART : You weren't any more optimistic or pessimistic
than anyone else then about the chances of the
railroad thing?

PELL: Not that I recall.

STEWART You, of course, were very much cqncerned with the

trade expansion program and the impact on the
economy of Rhode Island. Originally, were you
totally in favor of the Administration's proposal? Did you

have any quarrels with them at all?

PELL: No, I just was very concerned that the Trade,
Adjustment Act should.provide for some safe
guards for our industries that were hurt by

foreign competition. Except for that, I supported the pro-

gram in its general terms, recognizing that it could have
an adverse effect on us, but hoping that the Trade Adjust-

ment Act would handle this adverse effect.

STEWART : Was it aetually worked out to your satisfaction,
O -

PELL: Pretty well. Obviously, we would have preferred

to retain the protection that we had before, but

., one has to recognize that you fight for your own
area, your own state, your own region, but in the end we're
a body of a hundred senators and the majority rules.

& 3 —~——

- SPEWART: Did you ever discuss this whole matter with the

President, do yaarecall?
PELL: It came up once or twice, yes.

STEWART : Was he very sympathetic to your. . . .
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PELL: b can't recall now how the conversation went. I

~D O

R know he was very familiar with the pllght
STEWART : The President, in 1961, sought an equalization
- fee regarding the tariff on textiles, -and the
whole thing was turned down by the Tariff Com-
mission. You, I assume, were involved in this proposal
and, again, with the subsidies that eventually got passed
in the latter part of 196372

PELL: - Just as one of the New England senators.

STEWART : Do you recall discussing this whole matter of
d ‘textiles?

" PELL: - I undoubtedly did. We had meetings down at the

White House, all the New England senators to-
gether.

-STEWART: Well, this is.what I'm trying to £ind out, if,

& F o fact, you did discuss these matters with the
B President, or with people in the White House,
and. what . . . ' - :

PELL: No, no. -Just as one of the New England senators.
' , And then, naturally, whenever you see the Presi-
dent if you can swing your conversation to the
plight of your own state, your own industry, you do it.

STEWART: I don't understand. Why don't you feel thls is

a legitimate oral history? I'm not. . . .
PELL: Because. it's all a matter of record.

STEWART : Well, I realize most of your v1ews on these things
are a matter of record-——u— . :

PELL:: Statements in the Congressional Record, and letters
‘ to the White House, round-robin letters. I'm not
: sure that they. . = . I thought you were more
interested in the personal and sunofficial relatibonships and

factors.



sote

. STEWART : Well, we are, we are. But insofar as the personal

relationships relate to6 these specific problems
_ and presumably involve discussions whlch just
didn't get written down in any form.

. PELL: Right. I'm sure at least once, maybe twice or

three times, we were all assembled in the

Cabinet Room and talked with the President.
My own senior colleague, Senator John Pastore, took the
lead in these discussions because he was chairman of the

- committee up here on textiles--I forget the formal name.

for the moment--and did an excellent jOb in projecting our
state's and area's interests.

-

STEWART: Moving on.to Berlin, you, of ¢ourse, made some
proposals in the summer of 1961 regarding the whole
German problem. - President Kennedy, according to

many people, was-Guite impressed with these proposals. Here;~

.again, did you discuss them, either at the time or shortly

after, with the President?

PELL: Yes, I did. Idiscussed them at some length with
him, and he seemed quite interested in‘these pro-
posals. 1In fact, one time at dinner at Franklin

Roosevelt's house he said to David Ormbsy-Gore, who was also

thereg, and «I was there, he said, "You know, we're all going

to end up in Germany with this Pell plan before we're
through." And then I had the great fun of describing to

David Ormsby-Gore, who was the British Ambassador, what .my

plan was. I think that the time was not ripe for my plan

during President Kennedy's term of office, but as history
moves on, and times moves on, it seems to be going in that

.direction. In fact, one of the things I remember that Mrs.

Kennedy told me once, that Jackie told me once, was that
her husband had said some very nice things as to the orwgf
inality of some of my thinking and its valld;ty.

- e
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: I ghould have added here another reason, originally,
ﬁwhy £ bwd a relatlonshlp with the family was also through
ther parénts because I was 2 limited partner in Auchincloss,

i1t wasd

‘ 5
STEWART z-

PELL:

STEWART 3

PELL:

"Parker and Redpath and jOlned that firm in 1959, I think

Your proposals, of course, a number of people dis-
agreed with them, and disagreed with them quite
violently. e i

Most people disdgreed with them then quite vehe-
mently, and many disagree with them now, yes.

Did you have any diséussions with people from the
German Embassy rega:dl 1 your proposals at all?

Oh, yes. They got.very upset about it, and the

German Embassy sent around a letter criticizing
me to a mailing of some thousands of people, and °

I-think they were quite aggravated with me.

STEWART :

PELL:

Did you know of any complaint by the'German
Embassy that they didn't have as much aceess to the
Wite House as, for example, the French and British?

I never heard of that at all. I do know that the
President didn't have the hicghest regard for
[Wilhelm G.] Grewe, the German Ambassador. He

just was not a very appealing person, rather phlegmatic in
" appearance and did not propct his country's imagé with

.much tact,

STEWART 3

or delicacy, or skill, in my own view.

Did the President ever discuss with you the
quarrels within the Administration over the
stand that should be taken on Berlin?
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_PELL: No, I think he thought it served a very useful

purpose th o ugh by raising my plan for discus-
sion and by utilizing the role I played as one
in advance of the times.
STEWART:‘ Were- you in agreement with the call-up of re-
' "~ gervists in . . .

PELL: I wasn't consulted, obviously. I was. Yes. I
. think when you have a crisis, it makes people-
‘realize the crisis. . I was. I'd much rather we’

“call up reservists than we. put our reliance on nuclear

apons. And the thing I liked so much about President
Kennedy's Administration was the reversal of the previous
dangerous trend towards fighting with nuclear weapons or not
fighting with anything, and I tremendously believe in
developing our conventional capabilities and being able to
use them, and show that they're in readiness. Thigc is
what calling out our reserve meant. Now, in my own state,

. according to the Adjutant General, 90 per cent of those who

were called up tried either wverbally, or in writing to
wiggle out of being orderzd back to active duty and going
over to Germany. '

STEWART : Did you feel that the President!s attitudes
about European affairs, in general, changed
considerably after Berlin?

PELL: I could not say. I do recall speaking.of. . . .
' Well, we'll cover Cuba later.

STEWART : Well, that was going to be my next question. Do
you have any definite indications-that the crisis
helped in the responding to the Cuban problem in

October of 19622



PELL: . No, but I do remember one thing. I do remember
that, shortly after the Bay of Pigs, he was a
little critical of me. I had gone to Cuba as a
Senator-elect in December of 1960, I think about two years
later than any other member of Congress, and spent several
days in Havana, and drove around and out into the country.
I came back absolutely convinced that the Cuban people were,
in general, behind [Fidel] Castro. They'd not yet been
disillusioned with his promises, nor recognized that %tl.e new
plahned schools and roads were figments of his imagination.
And the opposition had fled or were inm jail. I felt that
no revolution could be started there when the people were so
behind him.

I came back and told this to thg director of the Central
Intelligence Agency and all their top high command, during
and after a luncheon at their headdquarters. But, because I
was so low down on the totem pcle in the Senate, I did not
realize that an invasion was immiment and so did nothing
more than let my views be known to Mr. [Allen W.] Dulles.
‘Then a couple of weeks later, three or four weeks later,
the invasion of the Bay of Pigs occurred. I felt very
heartsick about it, and thought I should have spoken to the
President about it. 7he President was critical of me, in a
nice way,afterwards and said I should have spoken to him
about this. Perhaps I should have. I'm sure that my views
~would not have been enough to change his mind, but if his
decision had been in balance, it might have been the straw’
to have changed it. &2nd I've made a resolution ever since
that when I think something is truly of national interest . .

BEGIN SIDE II TAPE 11X

PELL: - . . . I will always go to the top about it. -

. STEWART: - Did you ever discuss your trip in deesil with the
President or.. . . :

PELL: No, just my own impressions, which were that the
Cuban people then w chind the regime there..
; g
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STEWART : In response to my other question about the re~
p TS - lationship between the handling of the Berlin
_ situation and the handling of the missile
situation, you don't see any real relationship?

PELL: No, I don't, and I was not close to the Presi-
dent or in communication with him at the time
: of the Cuban missile situation. The only.way we
really became aware of it was that that Sunday evening he
was supposed to be coming to dinner at our house in New
York, ‘and then cancelled out that morning.

STEWART = Moving on, in June of 1963, you voiced your
opposition to the Administration's proposal for
a National Academy of Foreign Affairs. Did you
ever discuss this with the President, or -others in the
White House, and what was their counter to the academic
freedom argument that you were putting forth?

PELL: I don't recall discussing it with the President.
The Administration was a little--some members of
the Administration were a little aggravated with

me. Senator [Stuart] Symington was very aggravated with me.

But the majority of the people in the Administration, I

think, agreed with me. And I do not recall having dis-

cussed it’with President Kennedy.

STEWART : Was this proposal, to your knowledge, in any way
related to the whole program to, dquote, demo-
cratize .the Foreign $ervice? Were you opposed

to these efforts? :
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" PELL: ‘.No. I thlnk that the Foreign Service should be a—f‘
; small, elite group--that does not mean.Ivy ‘
= League, but an elite, or able group of men in

reasonably close communication with each other. And they
should receive their education and training prior to joining
‘the Foreign Service in order to have as diverse and wide

and, if you want to put it this way, democratic background.

I think to get them in and train them for fow years in an
acddemy, hewing them all in the same mold would be a great
danger.. "And then, in addition to that, I also think that

you can't really get good professors who will stay and work
for-the government indefinitely because you see that here

in the Natdonal War College, you can not get a good civilian ,
professor who will be more than a visiting professor for a

© year.

.

STEWART : Weré.you generally, then, critical of any of the
' "~ other steps that were taken regarding the recruit-
ment and training of people in the Foreign Service?

PELL: . No. I was rather active last year, longwafter
' ' - President Kennedy died,in some of the Foreign
Service problems. 2&nd President Kennedy had
strong feelings about the Foreign Service. He wanted to
improve it-in every way he could. He also was genuinely
concerned about the question of color.
. :
STEWART: ~ To move on, in August of 1962 you argued that a
i tax cut was unnecessary, along with Senator
[Paul H.] Douglas, I believe, while a number of
people, including Senator Humphrey, and probably Secretary
[Luther H.] Hodges, argued for one. Would you say ths he
basis for your conclusion was the same as that of the
Administration's, namely that it probably couldn't geu through
at that time?

PELL: I don't recall.
STEWART : You don' t recall what the basis of your opposition
was? Did you recall ever dlscu::ﬁro this whole

b= P

Matter of a tax cut WlLA the
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f PELL .1 don't think so. I don't recall. I have gl
habit here--of sometimes trying to erase my
T mind of things that have occurred because I find

that we have so many balls in the air, and I'd rather con-
centrate on the present and the future.

STEWART : Were you significantly involved in the President's
1963 tax reform proposals?

- PEIL: +« I ecan remember Secretary [Henry H.] Fowler was

handling it. TUnder Secrectary Fowler was handling

Lte I remember him talking with me, but I don't
think I was really much more involved than any other
administration Democratic senator.

* STEWART: . A number of people, including yourself, were

concerned, "during the Kennedy Administration,
with the quality of the programs at the Library
- of Congress. Do you remember discussing this with the '
.President, or anyone in the White House, and the initiation
of, I believe it was called, the [Douglas W.]. Bryant Study
that was undertaken? L s :

PELL: I think, wasn't I responsible for the Bryant
-Study? ' :

STEWART: °* I believe. I think, probably, yes.

PELL: I think I was. Wasn't he the libr arian at
b Harvard, or something?

STEWART ¢ I think so, yes.

PELL: Yes, this was my baby, it was my responsibkility,

\ and it came out of a conversation with Arthur
bcn1351hgel. And it was_pot meant to be a criti-

cism of the Library of Congress, but I just had the feeling

that it was not- achlev1ngAits full potential, and not being

truly a national library, ouwr libraries' library. And for

that reason, I had the study made, or redquested it, and put

it in the Congressional Recor&; and then there seemed €O

= quite a lot of excitement about it afterwards
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' STEWART: -You don't recall that at all? Anything re- .. -\x

E28

STEWART: Do you'Tecall ever discussing this with the i
. President?

PELL:. . - No.

STEWART : Or anyone else, other than Arthur Schlesinger,
in the Administration?

PELLuz There were several others at the White House,
I forget who I discussed it with. I think Lee
White was very interested in this. I forget
who else. '

STEWART: - A few other things relating to your work on the
Committee on Rules ‘and Administration. I think
the whole subject of a National Portralt Gal- .
lery came up at this time. ' Were you. .ie.-

" PELL: I don't remember.

‘'garding the Smithsonian Institute, the. Board of
Regents appointments? :

APELL: ¢« No, I don't. I'm chairman of the subcommittee on

the Smithsonian now. But I do not recall anything
I had in connection with it--anything really
about it in the Kennedy time.

-STEWART:: Immigration. You, in 1961, proposed certain
restrictions on, dquote, new seed immigrants.
Did you feel that this conflicted with the

President's views on the whole subject of immigration?
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BELL: It did, and it didn't.get very far..

STEWART : Did you ever, again, discuss this with him, or
~anyone in the White House?

.PELL: I never did disuss it with the President. Nobody
- was very happy with me about it, but I still

. .- believe I was right. And one part of the con-
cept has sincé been accepted in that there has to be a
relationship between- job availability and the immigrant
.coming in. What I was trying to get it away from was the
previous habit of them coming into an area where there were
. already many people of the same ethnic background, and
where there.was also unemployment I felt it created a hard,
undlgestlble core.

STEWART : Did you feel that the President was wise in hold-
ing off until 1363 on this proposal to abolish’
the National Origins Quota System? h

PELL: My father had worked very hard when he was in the
‘ i Congress and I believe was respons;ble for post-
_poning by a period of weeks the original in=-

auguratlon of this system in 1919 or '20. ' So I was always
for the guicker the abolition of the National Quota System
the better. So I would have liked to seen it done earlier.

STEWART : Here again, did you ever discuss th
‘ they held off until then? I assume there were
political reasons.



PELL: -+ I just can't recall. I saw a certain amount of
the President, and we covered all kinds of topics
of conversation, but, quite honestly, after four

or five years, you just don't remember.

X . BTEWART: Well, a few other things. Refugees and escapees.
You made a plea for an increase in the number
of refugees to be admitted. Did you discuss
this with the Administration or anyone there, do you recall?

PELL: I don't think so, but I uséd to be vice presi-
dent of the International Rescue Committee and
have always felt very interested in their plight

,'and sympathized with them. I don't think I discussed .t
~with the Administration.

STEWART : Were you basically in agreement with the handling
of the Cuban refugee problem, or weren't you
deeply involved in that2e.. =

PELL: I was not deeply involved. I think we did as
good a job as we could have.

o STEWART : Your worK in the Sénate [Privileges and] Elections
Subcommittee. There was a little splash regarding
¢ the Hatch Act--Senator [Carl T.] Curtis, I think,
was criticizing the Administration for a dinner they’
7 (s e R PR 1 B 0 B S '

PELL: Well, we had some little row about it. I forget
what it was now. He said we shouldn't Iave wr*tten
letters, the Democratic Party shouldn't hawve

written letters, and then I think I got hold of a Congressional

Directory or something, a Civil Service Register which had

their home addresses. I really forget at thispoint.

—~—— S



 STEWART:  Right.

.
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STEWART : There was no further involvement?

PELL: . No.

STEWART : Revision of the Hatch Act, or anything. like
that? How about the whole problem of former
Presidents, you intreduced a resolution to give

office space and allow them nonvoting membershipin the

Senate. ) e |

PELL: And the right to speak upon recognition.

.

PELL: Very important. This all came out of a dinner
conversation, also at Franklin Roosevelt's
house, with the President, with President

Kennedy. President Kennedy was discussing what he would do

‘when he was through being President, and he was saying how

hard it is on an ex-President to continue to be useful.

And he liked this idea of mine about ex-Presidents and the &1
Senate very much. And it was really because of that con- ‘3
versation that I pressed ahead and got this rule changed,

~which was passed. I think he was a little disappointed that

I was not able to get an ex-President the right to vote.
He felt that that was the most important point. However,
my recollection ' isithat he expressed his support for my
idea even if it did not involved the right to wvote.

STEWART : Did he, at this time, and I'd expand it to say
at any other time, really discuss what he was
going to do after he left the . . .

PELL: Not with me. Somewhere in the back of my mingd,
I've got the recollection he was thinking of a
college or--but I don't think he said it. I'm

just not sure I have a recollection that being president
of a college was one of his ambitions, was one of this
thoughts. ;
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But this whole idea did originate from the . .
From this dinner at Franklin's.

And-he was:definitely in agreement.

Very much.

The resolution just covered--ag it finally

' passed--just covered allowing ex-Presidents to -

speak on advance notice.

.That is correct.

Did it-cover the office space o the o9,

I don't wecall. I den't think it includes
office space.

Aid to education. In 1963, vou, along with
Senator [Thomas J.] Dodd, endorsed a proposal
by Senator [Abraham A.] Ribicoff for aid to

private schools which presumably would get around’ the
whole church~state problem. Do you recall, again, dis-
cussing the whole problem of aid to™Private schools with
the President? ;

PELL:

STEWART :

PELL:

STEWART 2

No. I'm sure I rmust have, but I don't recall
Do you recall attepding a meeting at the White
House in early January, 1963, regarding the
education bill?

No.

And, if so, the topics included?
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PELL: ;‘- vﬁas I there? I_ddnft knoW;

STEWART = Xosg.

PELL: _I don't ?ecall Lt

STEWART : A few other things. Faim price support. You
e were one of nine Democrats who voted against

the Administration's emergency feed grain pro-
gram in 1961. Do you remember any . . .

PELL: No, I represent a consumer state. I believe
in a reascrnably free economy, and I don't
think the farmers can have it both ways. If

they accept support, they've got to accept controls. If
they won't accept controls, then they can't have sup-

port. And I usually voted with this philosophy in mind
and also doing what I could to vote in the direction of

reducing surpluses. S

STEWART : Again, you don't reall specifically discussing
this with the President? ; ;A

PELL: No.

STEWART: I don't think he was that particularly
* interested in farm problems himself, was he?

_PELL: No. I remember after 1956, he had a conversa-
tion with my wife and our friends, the Taylor
Chewnings, at Newport describing the problems
that he would have to face now, moving from being a
regibnal leader into being a national leader.
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STEWART : We went through the files on White House appoint-
ments and got a whole list of dates and times
you were at the White House. I'd just like to ask
you about a few of them, ask you if you recall anything sig-
nificant about the occasion. March 28, 1962, you attended
an E-for-Export Award presentation, I assume this was just
a very normal ceremonial thing, nothing. . . . Or was
there anything unusual?

PELL: I remember nothing.

-

STEWART 2 The Dooley Medal presentation?

PELL: Well, I was interested in that because ori-
ginally as vice president of the International
Rescue Committee, (I'd helped give hospitality

and secure the tax deductible status for Medico, which was

Tom Dooley's organization in Laos, by making it part of the

International Rescue Committee.

STEWART : A meeting on January 16, 1963, with the President
of Princeton University, Senators [Clifford P.]
Case and [Harrison A., Jr.] Williams of New
Jersey, and Mr. George Denniston, who, I believe, is con-
nected with the alumni of Princeton University.
g ,

PELL: I forget what the meeting was about. I think it

was to try to get .the President up to speak at
y Princeton. You must think T have a very ampty
head, but I just really don't remember these detalls of

gome years ago.

=
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* - PELL:
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If you remember anything significant about this
next one you're going to. . . . his is March

1963, Juniqr Miss of 1962.

I remember that. Oh, yes, I think she was a
Rhode Island girl. Yes, she was Miss [Jean]
Allen from Rhode Island. A very attractive girl.

This was just bringing her down to introduce . . . |
: \ . &

I think that was it. : Y ';Aff

The Fayal Disaster Group, in May of 1963?

The who?
Fayal.
Oh, Fayal. Yes, that was to do with the bringing

in the Immigrants from Fayal, from the Azores
Islands. Senator Pastore did an excellent job

A OF pushlng the bill that looked after them following their
% disastrousvolcano.

STEWART :

Would you care to comment generally on the re-
lationships of President Kennedy with Congress?

Jow would you sum up? Would you say, as many

people have said, that he was overly cautious in the be-

) . ginnding,
program?

too conservative as far as pushing his general
Just how would you sum up his relationship with

the Congress? -



other men, who liked to be intimhte with people at all.

Bl

PELL: No, I think he tremendously wanted and respected
privacy, and he liked a formal relationship. He
was not a man who would put his arm around

He did not like to press people. ZArd he wanted to appea11: L
to reason; if he couldn't appeal to reason, then I think
he felt the time probably wasn't ripe, and he could make

“ . the appeal later. I think his relations were very correct.

And as a man, myself, with sgimilar views and reactions, I
respected the way he worked very much, indeed. I know how
I react. If somebody presses me too hard to do something,
0 2 E s S i react the oether way. I'm sure that he reacted the
same way ' : ;

STEWART: You felt then that his reading of the situation
in most cases was proper? For example, on civil
rlghts, holding off until 1963, on a major civil

‘rlghts proposal.

*PELL: I guess so. UObviously, if you're very

interested in the bill, you think, ~gee, why
can't we get at this more quickly.

STEWART : Were you at all involved in the 1963 civil
rights proposal? , -

PELL 2 No.

STEWART : -- On the Employment and Manpower Subcommittee? e
PELL: No, just followed the committee hearings. You
know, I could say I was very involved, but. . . .

I'd go to heaV1ngs and spent hours discussing
it. I contributed ideas, but you look back with the objective
viewpoint of history, they do not stand out terribly high,
I believe. '
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STEWART: . A couple of more things. In arspeech in August
'62, you pointed out that the power of Communism,
generally, was waning and that the United States
was losing the propaganda war regarding the charge of '
colonialism. Again, did you ever discuss this whole prob-
lem with President Kennedy? Do you fieel any significant s
changes were made in this whole area during the Adminis- s
tration?

PELL: No. I did discuss it with him because I used

to be in the Foreign Service apd I profoundly

believe that Communism contains the seeds of its
own destruction within itself. As scon as people acquire
education and some modicum of consumer goods, decent medical
care, they start wanting-the basic freedoms to travel, to
worship, to pile up a little money and leave it to their
children. These basic drives are common to men anywhere,
and they're just as common to men living under Communisri,
too. And the Communist system has to respond. . And we did
discuss this, and I think the President was not unsympathetic
‘to my approach. He just felt, as I said earlier, that I
was a little in advance of things sometimes.

STEWART : . There were no really significant differences

. 2 L
PELL: «No, I think he  felt that I was a little too - ...~
theoretical and far out. ' i

" - STEWART: Can you think ‘of any specific discussion you
had with him? '

PELL: No, no. I think he thought that my thinking was
always five to ten years ahead, instead of for
i the year he had ‘to cope with and the problem at
the moment. Bt ' b
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+ STEWART: Did you see any charige in his approzco - to
things such as this, say, between 1960 and 1963?

PELL: Yes, but I can't take credit for it. I think it
was his own good sense, wisdom, and experience
that made him recognize' that the flow of history

is more with us.

STEWART: Well, can you think of any examples of how his
attitude may have changed?

PELL: Ne;wne, <L capntt.
STEWART : That's about it.

PELL: Oneother point I should have mentioned, which

. should be a matter of record, is I think one of

the people who really played a very_zf?l role

-in the Preésident's election was Anthony 2kers, who had been
one of the PT boat heroes in They Were Expendable. He was
visiting me in Washington on 33rd Street when President
Kennedy came by in the summer or the spring of '60 to urge
him tohelp him in New York State. He later was sent by
President Kennedy, after a couple nmisunderstandings--not
misunderstandings, but first it was on and then it was off--
as Ambassagor to New Zealand. Then shortly before President
Kennedy was killed, it was agreed that Anthony Akers would
succeed Angier Duke as Chief of Protocol. On this under-
standing, he resigned his mission in New Zealand and re-
turned. But by the time he got back to Washington, the

- President had been assassinated, and as a result of that Mr.

[Lloyd N.] Hand was appointed instead by President Johnson.
And I've always believed that Ambassador Akers had been very
unfairly treated and that he should have been given another
post in the Administration. He was the kind of man who was
much needed in it, and was much admired by President Kennedy.
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STEWART: Were you involved in any other appointient:
any proposed appointments?
PELL: ' Yes, we would discuss appointments sometime

I remember the idea of Franklin Roosevelt be-

coming Under Secretary of Commerce really _
developed out of the same dinner I mentioned earlier at his
house. I can remember an eariier time when I suggested.
Franklin Roosevelt be Under Secretary of Labor, but the’idea
was vetoed by somebody at AFL-CIO [American Federation
of Labor-Congress of Industrial Organizations]--headguarters.
President Kennedy originally liked the idea very much, and -
indeed, went ahead with it, but there were problems of

~ which I'm not fully aware that prevented its full and fﬁnal

implementation.

STEWART 2 You don't recall any disputes over appointments,
for example, of any people from Rhode Island or
the area that you were proposing?

PELL: We tried to get Bruce Sundlun head of the FAA
[Federal Aviation Agency], but didn't succeed.

‘; STEWART: - Is there‘ anything else that yéu can=tkink of

of significance, for example, social activ-
. ilities at the White House, Oor . . .

PELL: No, no. I guess you have enough on what you

had for dinner and what you did when you went

there. One thing I'll never forget, or anything
about it, is after he was killed when I went out with
Senator Humphrey to the airport--there were only about three
or four senators who were there-—and then after the death,
my recollection of the funeral. Our youngest daughter,
Julia, went down to keep his children company in Virginia

- awhile. 5he was a little older and she helped them greatly.

I remember going out to visit them in Virginia, too, once
at least, I forget how often. v

£5=0
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STEWART : Did you ever discuss the house that was being
' built?

Oh-yes, I discussed it with him and with his
wife. I went riding around it once.

STEWART : He was very enthused about--very intimately
involved, I guess, in most of the plans, wasn't
i hez

PELL: . Well, he w%s very interested in houschold or in
' good living. As I said earlier, it was his idea

to get the summer White House in Newport, to rent

the house. The idea was his, not that of his wife. And he

- was very interested in good cigars, clothes one wears, and
;the good, the interesting things of life, theé beautiful

things of life. And one of the very real losses to ocur

country, at least to me, was this sense of interest in life.
. He was a very civilized man. Perhaps because we were the

same age, or same background, same general view, I always
felt that.there was a fairly good communication, as if we
were on a similar wavelength.

STEWART : Was there any one thing that you really felt the
- Administration didn't do, or was there anything

¢ that you very strongly disagreed with them on?
PELL: I wanted to move harder on Germany, I felt that
perhaps he should have broken that impasse. 2and
I wanted to get that gugmer White FHouse. Those

are the two -issues about which I felt the strongest..
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'STEWART : Did you generally share the President's views

regarding the ability of the State Department
to respond to current pressures and so forth?

PELL: Yes. And no insult to the younger officers in
it. The middle grade officers are excellent,
but it’'s the system itgelf that seems to en-
courage a certain sterility. 1It's the same way now in con~- -
nection with Vietnam. They're in a very frozen position,
far more frozen than is the Pentagon.

STEWART : I don't mean to put you on the spot, and maybe

you can't answer this question, but would you

generally say that President Kennedy's atti-
tudes regarding the State Department are accurately re-
flected in Arthur Schlesinger‘s book, or aren't you that

‘familar with it?

PELL ¢ ' I am. I think his attitudes regarding the top
s people, yes. But he had a tremendous respect
for themiddle grade officers, many of whom he

‘knew and many of whom were the same age that we were. 8o,

while we had a dim view of the system, the top ones, he
had a very real respect for the middle grade or the rank-and-
file of the Foreign Service.
STEWART : Did you feel he was genuinely sympathetic, or at
: least eager, to recognize that there were built
in institutional prcoblems that had to be resolved?
Did he have a certain patience ir. seeindg that these things

‘could be resolved eventually?

. —
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PELL: Yes, he did. He was very patient, wverygood
natured, much more so then people realized, I
x , o G

think.
STEWART': Because many people have been quick to totally
condemn the situation in the State Department

and say it's just unsolveable.

PELL: I think he was going to apply himself to it, but

he hadn't gotten to it by the time he was killed.

_STEWAR?: ' Is there anything else that youcan think of

that gou'd . i .

PELL: No, just my own sense of great personal loss. I
don't think I've ever, excepb for the death of
my own father, I've ever been as grieved. I

just remember the terribly personal and profound grief at

his death as something I'll never, never forget. It may

-have been because it was a personal relationship and a

personal admiration and also because it was a general
viewpoint. And now we've dropped back into the old New
Deal, and when the present administration goes its way,
we'll probably drop down to the generation after World
War II. But all.of us who had been through World War II
for four, five years, close to that, we really had some-
thing in common, and President Rennedy was the only man in
high office in government who represented this viewpoint.
I'm sure in the future it will be the Korean War. We've
become a skipped generaulon. I think his ideas are ex-
cellent . ‘

STEWART: Did he eéver really distuss thls whole ma;ter of
generations? -
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PELL:

STEWART :

PELL:

‘earth and

STEWART 2

=

No.

And ages of people in power and so forth?

No. But I can honestly say that since his
death, I've -said in my prayers each night, "May

the ideas gf John F. Kennedy for our country,
universe come to be." 2nd I believe it.

This seems an appropriate way to end this, un-
less you have something else.
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you would ask nc.

Yy thought ds thal the Art Advisor at the VWhite
Hoevse hos esocntially thres sreas of respons lLility- The
Dxcoutive area of Covernment, the legislative srea of Covern-
neat, and the private arcas of tau Arts themselves,

Expentiva. The Art Advigor should do the prejorze

tory pleaning for a Federal Council of the Arts. In oy view,
he showld Eeep a very i kand on this plaaning, cince it 1o

X,

205t Imzortent that ths Fedural Council of the Arts should e

2
o b3 B bt A T e - £ £, 4 ey & n v
undezr the direetd guidar of the Wil o Jouse, ond should nct

% <y S i N uy doYn LT ; Jou S mmala X Bty -
be placed wnder the Office of Faucatica or clocwhere in the

ey, e g gade B Ty
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th, Iducatlon and Welfare, where it would

s

ce too far down in the maze of burcaucrscy. ; .
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The Waite House Advisor should have ¢lose perconal
ond sctive reolatianships with the slready extant Foderal officlals
'éc:-l;;'.;zg; ia the ficld of the Arts: The Secrotary of the Salthe
sonien Institution, the Chalvesn of the Commissicn of Fize Arts,
tho Director of the Nationel Gallery, tho Chairman of %he Doaxd
of Trustecs of the Naticrnal Culiturel Center, tha' Asscistant

tate for Dducationel cnd Qultwural Affalrs, the
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Stalf Dizrcctor of the Advisory Comaisslca on Xducational IZzchanpe
and Advisory Ccumlttes om the Arts, the Comxdscicner of Bducation, eund
g0 forih. |

Ee. ghould be responsidble Lor blocking out the type of
Federal art program that he belisavc; would be most advantageous
Lo our naticn. Ie chould draw up an actual proposed table of
crgenizaticn and the budged for such a program, because only by
for ghead uoving and thinking and planning will we be sble to
rale even tho slightest petunl cteps forward, Aleo, the vory
cxercise of thinking forward; of making specillc plans ohead,
will work cul many of the wrianlles that migat otherwlsse occur.

Another area that I have developed ia wy own Ctate,
asd where I believe the ¥alte House Advisor could play en ine
valuable role on the rot coal scale; i in the ’éiéscmination of.

’
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exhilbliticng. AL w request, the National Gallery mado up a.n
exhidition of repreducticns of Italian paintings (political appeal,
heore, teool) whleh ave bolag exhibited in practically gvery cue

of cur eity awd tounm holls. The idea here is to cateh and intersst
in art those people who would otherwise never take the trouble

to go to a muscum. For art to have raticnal intercst, I belicve

it must be disoondnated in bdreadih and in depth.

A sinilayr service is alrendy belng ably and ccmz;c‘:.en‘cly
urnished by Mrs. Anpa, Mavie Pope, Chiel of the Traveling Exhi-
bitions Sexvice av the Cmithoonlan. Bub 16 is ‘oeing dens on far
too suall a sealde and et Too great an expense to the iocal CCltm
mnitics, The thite House Advisor could do en lovalusble job

in ealarging, developing and popularizing this field.

!

Teoiglotive., The Vhite House Advicor should be

rosponsible for belng in touch with cach menber of Coangress who

-’

=

& Intercated ia the art fields. In the past Congroocs, for
iﬁetance s ot least six pretly ccoprehensive arts bil’

introduced in the Scnete or the House. The Wnlte House Advizor
ghould pot coly be responsible for knowiny tho écntf;n‘cs of these
biils, but ho should show enough interest to be in touch with

the varicus sponsors,. dndicoting where he thinks thelr proposals

,
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have merdty and wiere thoy £all chort. In fact, he should be

prémered 40 introduce aud {;hi-lca‘a Adainistretion Axrte 3313,

N e vALSY
v

1P thet showld bo nccescary

»

-

e also would be responsible to lobby for his own
ideas and to try to dasure that the program he thinks best for
the nnticn 1o tho one that 4s finnlly cancted.

@ ghould porccnnlly fors on dnforual group Vheb

b

would meed for luncheon or dlaner, cnce a monbh, to éiscuss
the varlows et programs and proposals within the Covermmeni.
Invited 4o 1% chould be those representetives I have already
zenticued in the Txecubtive bravck of the Covermucat, those
individuale in the Congress who have indicated an intersst
in the arts, and thoce privato individwals fycm the ficld of il
the arts _'che:n-:-sclvcs} who he belleves mizat mma ccatribution
to that perticular meal.

It vould te particularly mice 12 you could cocasicnally

attend thoece mezls to both decorate and inspdre tham! -

Private Avons of the Arts. The White House Advisor

chould meintain ao close touch as possible with spokesmen for
she varicus flelds of art. In this conneclion, he should pay :
speclal avtanilen 40 hedping o nice balance between the léaders »

-
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of the visual, coumparced with the performing arts. He
chould olso bear in mind the political facts of life, in
thay the leaders of the folk arts e~ Lﬁaian crafts, and the
1ike -« ghould be recogniued to help iuswre geaneral acceptance
of any overall legiolation im this fleld.
liec should 'w.ko immedicto stops to crcate a Citizens
Comuittee of the Arts that, without offlcial governmeat status
or leglslation, would teke the lcad in holping create the climate
necescary for the pessage of meaningful erts legislation. This
Citizens Commitiec chould ‘oc. eotabliched with three criteria in
wind: It should not be too lorge; it shoxild Lave represeuntatives
from voth the viswal end perforcing arts; axnd "eoamphic rep"e-'
extatica from the Zast Coas “o,. the Midvest, Gouthwest, end Vest
Ccaste In setting up thic Cliizens Coomittes, the W:l‘ite House
dvisor should work hand in glove with the interested arts field
deaders. .
Finally, the Yhite House Advisor chowld aot up a

system of White House awards for outstanding contributions in

3]

<k

bhe field of the arts. These awerds should be limited to scugce
vhers around & dozem, maybe twenbty a year, and should be given

out cn en ennual or seml-sznual basis at the Wolte House itsclf.

‘
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Those homnered, o ny mind, would not Just be au asuthor of a
particularly successful book, or the producer of a yarticularly
ctlodoting oyopheny, but 2lso those people 1z tho field of tho
arts who, perhapd in o more husble way, have nmode a coapletely
ncw or unique contribution, or glvea m:";:ik:ularly of themselvese.
For luglemce, a thoulre scene chenger wio has developed o now '

technique for noving scenery; the mon in charge of restoraticn

&t o zusoun who has invented o new way of briaglng back the

correct colors to frescoes; a wan who works out & yarticularly

cificicnt way of yeclkapging end disgexinating roproduciicns o

An anslogy here might be to the lewer honors, such
28 the Order of the British Dmpdire medels, vilch ave distridbuted
by the Gueon a couple of tixes & ycar. Such awanrds can do an
lrmense amount to sbirmlate and fertilize a nation and culture,
provided that the awaxnds are distributed dcep dova eaough into
the very roots of the community. %

- Thought and pleaning sheull o130 be glven to the -

role that arxt plays iﬁ industrlal desiga and cconomic competition.
Examples of this are the romarikably avtractlive factordes that

are belrg built in Western Durope, the siuple end swart designs

Y.
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cconcmic succeas.
In fact, wwo p“*"ww can be equally good, but the -
cdge will go to ue or the other as the divect result of the
éimplici‘cy and purily of its deulua. :
A gt Inclosed 16 the composite Arts Bill that was actuwally
repgorted out of cur Comittee this past Besslan, together with
ae Humzx;s end my Report. This bili is bosically ny weaving
together of Jack Javits' vlll ‘o help dlsseminate the works of
perforuing and visual art to the hinterlands, together with Joe
Clarik's ideca of Federal distribution of ~ﬂtching-fun&s to state
groups, in oxder that lndividual art cowncils and programs might
Ye establiched. This malching Sund provision To cach state group
bas great political appeal, in thot it means that each state
dorives scue bcncfit Irow such & progran.
Love,

Clziborne ;
Inclogures 45 et : .
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