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Oral History Interview 

Hl~NS JT:~J"SEN 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
,July 5, 1967 

By· L a r ry J. Hackman 

For the John F',. Kennedy Library 

Mrc ~Tensen, can you explain. how you f irr:.,; t became 
involved with ,John Rennedy '.? 

JimSEN~ ·w12;ll, when Kennedy vrnn in the Senate, I wrote him 
criticizing him for his position on the flexible 
price support s, and i.n doing sog I t old him what this 

would ac b1ally lead to, ·tha t eVE:lltua..lly u ' ~ 0 In the s tudy 0£ 
pric(s supports~ you w.i.11 see tha t the ma rket p:r.etty well f ollo,/s 
the pr.ice support, a.nd so consc.quent.lyg when you establish them 
at 90 per cent of parity, o r 90 per cent of t h e avera.g-e market 
price, the only way t.hc:tt s upport pr.ices can e v e ntually 90 i s 
drnqn . And I point~d this out to Senator Kennedy. And shortly 
thereafter, I was inv ited a.long wi t h some other Democra tic 
senators to meet ·with ,Senator Kennedy in Omaha.. He ·was theL·e 
oi1 a speakin~r eng-c=i.gl~rncnt. P._s \,..Je went through the recRp tion line, 
·\,ih:,' , he gave my aJ:-rn a tug mid sa .. id, riyon •re th.0 :C..-.llm·.r tb.2:.t' E: 

:r,:ieen writing me abottt. :Elex:i.blu p.r.ice s upports, a.nd I ' a lik.3 t o 
hear your actual d e t ailed expJ.ana.tion as t o why this wa s o" Lnd Q 

"Could you meet me in room 745? Jackie and I and Caroline are 
going to have a li.-C:tle lunch down there. if y ou 1 a Like to come 
dm.rn. " And J said, lfAlrighto I 1 d like to };:ring Mrs. Cfe:t!sen a 11 

l>,.nc1 we vv"E:l:Yt ( .o,.•?J.1, a.ncl vi'e \.11-~11t a.11 thron~fh this in orde:r: to 

'• 
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orient him in ·why thi s wou ld h C:tppen , and h e said 0 "'l'h is makes 
sense. 11 This was really rny first personal contac t with Senato:c 
Kennedy. 

Hl~CK.MAN ~ 

~fENSENg _ 

JENSEN~ 

HiWKMANg 

B.ACKMAN:: 

Whe n wa s this? 

I would gues s a bout 1954 , o r 6 55, or 1 56, somewher e 
a long in there , at leas t he was s t ill in the Senat e o 

Did yoµ att end the '56 Con v e ntion in Ch icago? 

No, I didn't. 

I n this initial convers ati on with Senator Kennedy, 
how knowledgeable did he appe ar t o be on agricul tural 
issues? Did he mos t l y listen, or did h eo a a a 

Well , he was always a good Lis tener o Sena tor Kennedy, 
I t h ink. he was sympathetic and wante d to learn 
about ci.griculture, a nd I 'm c onfi d ent that he felt 
tha t t his was proba bly one of his weakest poi nts , o r 
weakest areas of info r mationo 

Did you immediately, at this point, become a s upporter 
of Senator Kennedy in the sta.te, or how did this c ome 
about? 

JEi\fSEl:if~ Not i3.s suc h at tha t time , b eco.u s e I k new f r om tal king 
to the ma.n and also f r om read i ng of h i s a.c ti vi ties 
in the Sena te tha t this man was destined to bec ome 

a no. t ional l eader, he just bor e all the e a rma r ks of one o I 
had rea d a lot of his s p eec hes and h i s thi nking- when h e wa s in 
t h e S enate o 

JENSEN :; 

Did you notic e any c h a nge i n his stands on ag-ricu.ltt .. -ire 
i n the peri od , let 1 s sa.y 0 • 56 to c 60? 

Well , h e advis ed me that he had t a ken this position 
on the recommend a tion of Senator Clin .ton A.ndersono 
wh o was then Secretary of A.g-ri cult ure o And this .is , 

" 
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or was --c.nd I think~· still is~-Anderson ' s viewpoint on price 
supports. .So I can easily u nder l$tand that h e might fol l ow· 
his lead on this. 

JENSEN:: 

But moving on from the earlier positions that he 
took , d o y ou th.i.nk that he continued to look to 
Cl inton Anders on for a dvice? 

Oh no. I ' rn confident tha.t Senat o r Kennedy bega n to 
see the position from t he position of Stuart 
Symington and Huberi: Humphrey and I.Jyndon Johnson and 
other s who did n ot agree with the sliding scale price 
support philosophy. · 

How did you become actively involved in working for 
Kennedy in Nebra ska? At what point? 

J EN.SEN: Well, in the session o f 1959, I was appr oached by 
[Theodore C " J Ted Sorensen and Rober t Wallace o f 
the Kennedy s·t aff, and this was approx ima tely June 

1 , 1 59 , to serve o.s chai rman of t he Nebraskans for Kennedy o I 
didn't have any idea of really what t heir mission was when 
they first calle d me out of the legislature. We had an hour and 
a half or b!o hours o:f c onsulta tion when the y finally asked me 
would I do thi s. A.nd after some thought and considera tion , I 
a greed t hat I woul d. And I notified Sorensen and Wallace tha t 
I would do i t a nd also requested some guidance in doing it 
because I h a d no idea e x actly what they had in mind in the way 
of c ampa ign and what I ·wa s exp e c t ed t o do. I knew how to conduc t 
a campaign , but maybe not the s t y le t.l.1.ey wantedo And s o, , in t he 
meantime , they a p parent ly n o t ifi e d Senator Ke nnedy tha t I would 
do it , c;md h e ·wrote me a. l e tter o r t wo ' tha nking me f or the 
d e c i s ion. 

And sho:ctly; Bob 'ij al l ace came back out and ver y b r iefly, 
orally s et up a pla;n by whic h we woul d s e t 01ri: 'c o do this o I 

:was to selec t t wenty or so key p eople al l over the s tate .of 
Nebras ka, geograp hically located, to c ons truc t a c omple te 
f ramewor k of Ke nnedy wor ke rFl t h r oug-hout. the stat e. And along 
-1i t h t.hat , i n Neb raska, in order to e n t e r t he primary , you h a ve .. , 
to register and enter t he p rimary, as s uc h, a s ·a c a nd i dat e , 
and in orcl0r to do that, you hav·e t.o p e tition th<~ c:andidc;.t E. t.o 

'• 



entGr the primary. '. We circula~ed the petit ionc in order to 
psti.t:i.on Se11a tor Ke.nnedy, and he came ;:~fter the peti tions had 
been c:::-icu1ated~4-by th<:.:! w~:y, t'hey were over-.,,subscr:ibed some 
500 per cent, his popularity and acclaim was ·way beyond anztbl.nq 
I had eve:c expec t ed-·-and so, he did enter the prirnary o I a.m 
confiden t a t that time that h e considered Hubert Humphrey his 
perhaps s ·tronges t adversary in the primaryo And Humphrey d.id 
not come into the Nebraska p rimary, r assumed :eor reasons of hi;.; 
own, but h e a id not. So Kennedy ran o_lone, which in reality 
didn rt give a .lot of meaning to h.i;.3 campaign because, naturally, 
Democrats 1ivould nominate Kennedy when h e wa.s r unni ng alone. 

When you weiTt out to l'ook. for these other people 
t.o help in this ef:Eo:r.t, were these people c learly 
for Kennedy 1 or did you have to try to convince them, 
at that poin-i:, to join t he thing, or had they a.1rea.ay 
been for h im? 

J ENSEN: I had 'been in the Democratic ;party polit~cs ever 
s ince the [Warren G.] Harding, [J. Calvin] Coolidge , 
and [Herbert c.] Hoover era: this was t he time tha t 

I made up my mind that the Democratic Party was the party who 
cared about agriculture and l abor. And s o , consequently, having
been in it tha·t long, I had a. lot of conta.cts that 1: already 
knew about, and na.tura.liy, of cours e, I turned to people who I 
f elt we.re interested and who were willing to work. And yes , I 
don 1 t think I c onvinced very many because I don 1 t think I ho.d 
to. I had a pretty good working group be fo re we even--well. a 
very shor t t ime after we once announced ·what we were going to do. 

Can you recall what attrac t.ea mos t of these people 
to Senator Kennedy? Was it. h is a.ppea.ra.nce at the 
' 56 convention, or his personalityq o r •••• 

,JEL\iBENi Well, yes, I a.rn con.fident that the s a me thing 
attracted ·them as a·t t rac t e d myself and others~- Flis 
personal concern for the welfare of his fellow man . 

1rhe more you learned about Kennedy, the more you became impresse d 
with this . But I think that this wa.s the overriding £ac·tor 
that contributed t.o the support, t.he fac·t tha t ·he~~because 
people knew that he was concerned about ito You need only thin.J::. 
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about this little .h1cident in the Sout.h Sea. '.il'.s lands when he 
rescued those fellows,, those fellow shipmates of hiso After 
all, he took consider able .risk :Ln doi ng so, a.nd th:Ls was 
exemplified through his life 0 and :r. 'm su.re t:'.b.is was one of the 
t h ings that contribut ed to people movin9 toward him o 

Had anyone else i n the state, let ' s say following 
the '56 Convention, been working on his behalf? 

JENSEN:: Oh yes~ Former Governor Frank Mo:;::-rison was , in 
fact , perhaps even instrumental in Ted Sorensen 
and Bob Wallace soliciting rny help o I'm COi"l.fid.:::nt 

that he ·was involved in it~ I ca.n' t a t this moment think of 
anybody else who 1rni ght have beenQ but I think one of the ·things 
that contributed ·to this selec tion was the fact ·that I was 
chairman of t he Senate Agricultural committee and a Protestant 
and Lutheran, and I think Kennedy needed somebody in the state 
of Nebraska, an agricultural s tate, who would say. q~~Pes. this 
farmer believes that Senator Kennedy c a res about - th~ farmers o t'b 

And I think this was one of the things that contributed to the 
decision. 

HACKMA..."l\J~ 

JENSEN~ 

HACKM .. A.N :: 

JENSEN~ 

HA.CKM.A.l\T ~ 

Going back to your role in agriculture, you were 
a member, at that time, of the Democratic Advisory 
Council on Agriculture" Could you talk about your 
role in that connec·tion and what you were trying to 
accomplish? 

Well , ·this was after Kennedy's elect.ionQ 

I thought this was the advisory council which was 
set up by the Democratic National " 

Well, I served on that one. too 0 butu o o o Oh . 
pa rdon me , I probably misunderstood y ou because 
after Kennedy's election I went to Washington . a nd 
he lped draft the farm legislation that was p as s ed 
in . 

1 61? 

·-
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'I'hat eme-:cgency fee d g r ains legislat ion? 

Ye:s. 

Wha t I : rn t a lking about i s the Adviso:r.y council 
of' the Democra tic Committee. ·weren't you a mernbe :c 
of that? 

Yes, J.: was, .in fac t~ I vvas a member o f the platform 
cornmi ttee " • • 

Right . 

JENSEN~ • • • in rJos Angeles , and Ches t:er Bowles was chai rman 
of the platform committee in Los Angeles. Yes , when: 
we went to r,os J..~ngeles , nat urally, we were at t empting 

to get the Democrci.tic party to s upport 90 per cent of parity 
price supports and a farmer- elected committee s ys t em t o run the 
program just a s we ha.a under Claude Wickard because the streng th 
of the farm progra m lie s in the hands of these farmer- elected 
c ommittees. Even though they' r e not perhaps profession.al 
people, a.s such, they a.re lay people who are really respons i.ble 
for policy decisions, and r e al s ound dec isions, too. And I'm 
a firm b eliever in this e And we. w:ere concerned lest we lose 
this at ·the Los Angeles Conven t i on. So I , a long with others , 
did some prelimi nary wor k out there a t the Convention to make 
sure thc.t this was wr i t t en into the Democratic platform. I t 
si::.slls ou t t he £ac t that price suppo:ct s sha ll be based at 90 
per c ent of parity and farmer c ontr olled o I don 1 t hav e a copy 
o f i t t h a t I c c.n. pu.t rny h ands on . I h a.ve one , but it 2 s no t 
here r igh t n m.r. 

Hl.\CI<IViA.N~ Cou ld you t.a. l k. a litt le b:i..t a.bout how this Advisory 
COl.:,nc i l worJ::ed before the Convention1 how it went 
abou·i:: getting· together the idea t h at went into t h e 

p lat.form; and how· t h e group f1J.1.1c! t.ioncd~1 Was i t bas i cally. 
discuss i on , o r wr:i.. i:ing pos:i. t i.on 1-':"P(~rs'.:' 

\rJeJ 1, anothGr: lady and I, Mary Cunn i ng-ham from 
1'Je!)raska, was a mernbG:r: o :E thi s p latform committee" 
l~ni1, of conrsr?. <.:::: a fcirrne:r. a.nd sb.e a.s a. f armwomanu 
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or has f a rm backg:co~md , we were .responsible for .injecting· the 
fc..~cm analysis, or langnage, into the platform from Nebraska" 
I don' t know whether you particulal'ly had i n mind when you 
asked the que.s tion of how did .we write it into :Lt, we were 
patterning .i t a.s much as we could after the progra.m tha.t was 
adopted during Henry wa lla.ce ~ s timec And this was because 
this is a good sound approach of pr.ice su.pports under farm 
commodities and ac.r.e;:.1ge :restric tions b eca.use as long as we 
have the ability to p roduce more than we ca.n consarn(! and exportr 
it's a must that there must b e support prices ad.equate to 
compensate f armers for their worko And ·this is really wha.t we 
were d r iving a t , to see to it that this was guaranteed by t he 
par ty. And we were quite effective, by the way 1 in get ting 
that written into it because Orville Freeman has pretty much 
followed :this l ine of thinking since he hci.s been .Secre·tary of 
Agricultureo 

HL'\CK.MA.1T: What was the attitude of s ome of the other party 
leaders in the state toward Sena.tor Kennedy in t'.his 
period, specifica.lly Governor [Ralph Go] · Brooks 6 and 

Democi a tic National Committeema n [Bernard J.J Boyle, and Mary 
Cu n iingham, some of these people? · 

J F.L-JSEN: Well, Be.rnard Boyle, of course, was National 
Committeema.n , and as such, I think he was; I know 
he was an announced Kennedy supporter because he 

supported, or voted for Kennedy at the N<7.tional Convention as 
a d(3legateo He voted for Kennedy at the National Convention on 
the first balloto · arooks was not a delegateo I don ' t believe •. 

ff.ACKMA.N g 

JENSEN~ 

No, but he went to the Convention, I thinko 

Yes., I don 1 t be l ieve that . .Brooks was a Kennedy 
supporter , as such. 

· .H.~CKll.l@.J'\J:: •rhere was some opposition to Boyle 1 s election a.s 
Democratic Nat:ional Committeeman, I believe , in the 
state convention of that yes.r. I wonder if that 

involved the possible presidential ca.ndida.tes at all, or 
whether it was strictly a Nebraska thing? 

'·• 
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I'm confi'dent .it was s tric·i:ly a. Nebraska thing o 

Was this :Kennedy for President organizci:t i o:t1 t:ha. t 
was se·i: up befor e the Convent ionv before the 
primary, complet ely divorced :from the regular 
De moc ratic organization in t he St a te? 

JENSEN: Well, completely divorc ed is a lid:le bit stronger 
than my feeling. We were here supplementing rather 
than c omplete l y divorcedo Kennedy was a strong 

believer in an organization tha t was o • You want to 
remember this was before the l'Ja.tional c onvention, and there were 
campaigns for Symington1 there v..re:re campaigns for Hubert Humphrey; 
and ther e were campaigns for Lyndon Johnson1 and all of them, 
for that matter, had more or l ess of an organization. The other 
three candidates did not haveo • o • Their campaigns were not 
as farreaching as Kennedy's, but they were there just the sameo 
Bob, oh--well, I shouldn' t try to recount the names, I guess , 
at this time. I don't think that's important. But then I met 
all of their p e ople, at various times, and they were als o a <:? t.:lve 
in at temp ting to elect delegates to the Na.tional co.nvention 
cornrni t ted to these other people ·'--Symington p Humphr ey. a.nd 
Johnson. 

Were the Kennedys p rimarily--if they were primarily 
interes t e d in t he primary , did their int erest in 
Nebraska s l acken bec ause ·there was no opposition to 
Kenne dy in the p r imary? 

JENSBH: Oh J I don't think so . I think t hat Kennedy t hought 
~that his elec tion i n Nebraska , or his acceptance 
in Nebraska, was import ant because of the f ac·t tha t 

a t . the t ime he firs t announced his candidacy he considered 
Hubert Humphrey his main ad·versary. he wanted to launch i·t in a 
state nearby , or in so-called Hubert. Humphrey 1 s back yard a But. 
I don I t believe that i t sJ.acJ::ene d p a.s such.a Hm1.rever D he had t o 
overcome these hurdles, you migh t s ay. t:r:y his strength in 
various sta·tes. And, of course , the Nebrask a primary being as 
early as i t is--the Nebras ka primary t hat: year was in April-
cmd so, consequently, that give s him an early proving ground. 
Later on, of course , he entere d a. number. of other primaries 

... 

I. 
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including Wer::>t Virg'inia, whic h. came lat.er in th.e f:eason, howe vEn: ~ 
But I ·wo ulcln 1 t say tha.t his ir.Lt erest in Nebrask a slacb;,mecL His 
a s s ignm<:mt , of course , got bigger~ espec ially after the l\l"ci. t i ona l 
Co~1-,rentiono Then he had t he ·whole United Sta.tes to think about . 

HAC KJ.vJAN ~ 

JEHSEi'J~ 

BP~C.KMAN~ 

JENSEN~ 

Were the Kennedy people disappoin-ted th.a·t Humphrey, 
or any of the other candidates, didn't e n t e r the 
primary? 

Wall, I think they looked for ward to a test of 
strength . Yes , I would think t hat --I think they 
·wereo 

Do you have any recollection s of some other visits 
by Senator Kennedy into t h e s t a te? That picnic up 
at Democ ratic Nat.iona.l Committeeman Eoyle 1 s house, 
v1ere you · at that? 

Oh, yes~· Yes, at that t i me, Kennedy addressea t he 
group ·that we had selected, the skeleton g roup o:E 
about t wenty, along midafternoon , and he v~·as 

impressed. In fact, he wrote rne a letter a fterwards saying 
that he was impre ssed with the pe opleo Yes, and then he was 
back here again on various occasions, two or thr ee occasions , 
where we went to Norfolk and Fremont and over to Columbus, where 
he stopped to speak, and .in Lincoln and Hastings a.nd finally, 
I believe, a·t Scott sbluff, where he v1ras mee ting people and 
speaking to t hemo We selected ·the spots tha t he was to appear. 

BACKMAN ~ Was he making an effor t to get the support of . 
Democrats .in the state, like Governor Brooks, who 
might not have b een t oo s tron.g for h.im? Who were 
the spe cific s t ate leaders he was trying to bring over? 

JElTSEN: ·well, perhaps all of them, as far as that 0 s c oncerned o 

P._t that time Larry Broc k was Congressman, and naturally, 
t he support of :Larry Brock was important to hi.mo I::te 

had the support o f former Governor F'rank Morrison and a lot of 
other leading people, of courseoI don°t think he was ever very 
concerned about Bernard Boyle, particularly& as. such,, Ee felt 
tha t he p roba.bly could rely on his supporto But he h ad people 
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like Senator ,John Mttnne .l.ly who is now Postmaster of OmaJ.1.a a.n d 
really was effec tive in t his c ampaign c;md has a t remendou s 
following. I don't know t l).a t I ca.n pinpoint people who he 
wa s particularly beaming a t . 

PAC!'Jl1ANg Do y ou recall what Governor Br oo ks 0 objec tions to 
Senator Kennedy were a t t .h a t poi nt? 

JENSEN: I went t o him p ersonally · out a t 1.os Angele s with t h e 
hopes of getting h i m to put pre s s ure on a delegate t hat 
we needed rea l b a d because a t t hat time we wer en ' :t 

s ur e .e xactly t hat he c ould win the nomination , nat urally . We 
didn 1 t hav e a ny--when you 1 r e in a. Cctmpaign , y ou simply run 
s cared un t il y ou know t h e r e s u l t s . So I went to Governo r Br ooks 
pers onal l y, and a s ked h i m to iniervene , or t o pu t p r e ssure on this 
delegat e , b ut he didn 6 t . He d i dn ' t really reveal his pos iti on 
t o me a s to why he fe l t h e coul dn °t s upport Kennedy o 

HACKMAN: At t he t ime of the primary, I bel ieve it was [Robert ] 
Conrad a nd Morr i s on were t he candid ates f o r the 
nominat i on f o r Gov e r n o r . Wer e y ou and t h e p e ople 

wh o f avored Ke n nedy cle a rly i n f a vor 0£ Morrison a t t hat poi n t , 
or was • 

J ENSEN g We didn' t . t ake a pos iti on o I n fac t , we t rie d ou r l evel 
best to keep f r om ma.king any c ornmi ttment s, p r o o r c ong 
for any cand idat e on the Democrati c t i c ket bec aus e 

we c ou l dn • t help b u t lose. Tha t was my feeling· , s o I s t ayed 
c l e ar of i t a s much 21.s I could, o r a s we c ould o 

JENSEN~ 

JENSEN: 

Bl..l;.CKMAN~ 

Wha t was Conrad ' s attitu de t owa.rd Kennedy? 

E£e was pro-Kennedy o 

So either one who wa.s n ominated would have worked for 
Kennedy.. There was no problem there. 

Yes, that's right. 

Could you tell at the time that the d e l e g ates were 
elected to the Convention that some o f the .groundwork 
your organization h ad done was reflected in the election 
of ~iome of the delegates? 

r-.. 

! ' r: 

I• 
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J'I!:l\JSEN~ IndeecL i I n f act, we ·we re a.lso in:volved in t:r:ying 
to promote the elec tion of t.he c1eleg2d:es we f elt 
wer e pro=<Ke nnedy, na tur ally" . We had a .j ob to do , 

and we did eve rything we coul d ·co elect delegates that were 
pro-Kennedy, and I think this did bear f:r.uito 

Wha t about Russell Hanson who was state party 
chairman a t tha t point? He came out on May 9 and 
endors ed Kenne Cly . Did you. pla y a ny r ole in pushing 
t his endorsemen t , or was it ·very impor tant? 

JENSEN: Yes , indeed, it was very importanto Russell Hanso n 
and I, and Mr s. Hanson and my wife have been long 
time f r iends and long time worker s of the party· . 

a.lthough I think he probably would have been a supporter of 
Kenne dy 1 s even wit:bout my p:cessur.ing h.im. 

HA.CKMANg Wha t a bout y ou r eff o:rts in other states before the 
Convention on beha l f o f Kenne dy? was t his at the 
direc t i on of the Kennedy people from Washington; 
or wa s this a t your own instigation? 

JENSEN~ Noo Whe n the prirna.ry was ove.r wi t .h, why, na turall y . o 

You see, we ca.llGd o ur s tat.e org a niza tion s Nebrask ci.ns 
f or Kennedy. When this was ov er with, I 11.rasn 1 t s u re 

j us t wh at my role vmul d b e. I had b een t remendous l y int r i gued 
with t he w·o rk t.hat . . • • Or I was t reme ndously interes t ed 
n o t onl y in wha·i: we h ad done but in the e lection of S enator 
Kennedy becau.se I t hought it ·was--·we l..l, he was my c a nd ida t e r 

so t o speak . So nonet b.ele ss 1 I wa.s .solicit~d by Bob '\i'ila.11.ace 
one day if I woul d ge t on an airpl ane a.nd go to Tw:Ln Fa lls , Idaho, 
t o attend a co.nventiOi:.\ tor Dci.flocra.ls in Ida.b.o for the specific 
pu:cpose of solicib.:n9 dele9?.tez to :Kennedy :....t that conv€11t.ior!. .. 
. A..nd ·chis bec.:: .. rne t h e first of about six or seven s t ate conven.tions 
t hat I attended to do the same thinga And agai n., I would say 

. that it was a very e:asy t h:i.ng to do; t he support. f o r Kennedy 
wao actuall~r stronger :in some other s t ates lho.n i t. wa.s i n 
Nebraska, or at lear3 t. a.s s ·i:rong. He had as muc h following, 
he r ... ad ma.de 2.s much of an :i.rnp:rer;;sion upon people there as he 
hacl in Nc;b~!'.:·asJ·a .. 

J1.;d you U'n-.tl:~/ s1r1 l,o '"'T•·::icn11-u:i'.'<tl s·i-;!tefJ <~:~d ;~o:r:-]'.: 

·d • 1..t p !C1J.l.1 c.: ~~.t1 ;c, SJ .1. -"~ ct.f.·,:n.1~n U.1(·\:1:1::~ '.;' 

•' \ 



,:rENi'::Ei-J~ .Actu<::.11y·, of c onr.sc,, yes, yn~:; . T tJ1..i.11k J ·wzi.s" c 

E2.ch one of tl!c;;se placE.!3 t b.i1t I vli::<.S request.ea to go 
t .. y l:h.(::: l{ennecly~, J thin.J .. that it wa.s pri.rna:r.:i.ly 

agri.cul turo_l states fo:c the spE:cif:Lc purpose of b uttonholing, o~~· 

solic:Lt.ing f arm delegates , o r delegates who were farme :cs ~,.vho. 

vmuld be willing t o support Kennedyo And I think they :EeJ.t 
tha t I had an easie~c approa ch t.o them because I know o.gricu.lture" 
I k new t h e problems of ag~d.culture, and apparently the Kenne dys 
f elt t hat I knew t he problems 0£ a.gr:Lc u lture. 

Was objection t o Kennedy, as f.a.r as his agricultural 
s ·tand, very p revalent a t thi s time ? 

JENSEN~ Well, ·preval ent-- it was t here right e nougho In fact, 
I hit it ·occasionally~ how could a. fellow from .( 
Bos t on know anything about Midwes ter n a g ricult ure ? 

Yes , they had to be assured t hat hec o o o .And I didn' t a lv1rays 
portrci.y h i m a s knowledgeable or a.n a.u'chority on agricul t ure; but 
I a lways portrayed him ?..s a ma n who cared a.bout a griculture . and 
that he wci.s will i ng to embrace the De mocratic Party platfor m. 
and this , generally, was enough t o--or would sufficeo 

JENSEN: 

Do you know who Senator Kennedy was l ooking to for 
advi ce on t:he fa.rm problems a t t hat t i me, o r did 
you ever · discuss subs t an:i:ive issues wit h him? 

Oh . indeed. In fac t, occasionally I happened t oo 
I have s ome correspondence here where h e actually 
·wrote to me about. some of these things o But then 

I don 1 t claim to be his guiding light on t h.i.so I'm conf i,dent 
that h e r esorted to people who were probably better known 
n o.tionally tha n I was at ·t h a t time. 

Aside from the effort to get t he farm plank i n t he 
platf orm, what were you. primarily involved in at 
the Convention? 

JEl'ii'SEN~ Oh , well. N'a t:urally, of course, having been in these 
other s tates. o o • Out at the convention they set 
up kin.d o :E a big t rail e :c h ouse a.ffair "tha t was the 

Kennedy headquarters next t o the-·-oh. 0 what is the name of t'.b.at 
a r ena .in Iios l\.ngeles wh0re the Conv0n'i.:ion was held? 

I don 1 t rumenilier . 
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No , the c ow Palace is in San Franc isco, isn ° t :i:i.: ? 

JENSEN~ Yes. Well, anyway it had some k ind of a name like 
this. ·we were i n constant cont.act with [Robert Fa] 
Bob Kennedy in vlhat wc:ts our particular role" lVly 

role Wo.s to be in contin1 .. lou.s contact with some o:f these other 
states~ espec i a lly 1,Torth Da:k:ota because Bob .Kennedy f e lt tha t t h e r e 
were people there· that were ·wa vering a I 0 d been v..p in .North 
Dakota to their convention and was personally acquai nted w'i'th all 
of the delegates that were there, and so consequently, ~ was . 
called upon to c ontact the various delegates t o make sure that 
t hey stayed hitc~ed. 

Who of the Kennedy people were working specifically 
wi·th the Nebraska delegation at the Conven-tion? 
Anyone specially in charge of it? 

J ENSEN:: Well, Bob Kennedy was the chief you might say 
strategi st in this , but t he whole family was hereo 
Well, I wouldn 1 t say [Edv.rard Mo] Ted Kennedy was ever 

in Nebraskao I met him in other places~ but Jack Kennedy's 
mother [Rose Po Kennedy] was here 0 and Bob Kennedy, and [Lawrence F.] 
Larry O'Brien, and [P .. Kenneth] Ken O'Donnell, and [Stephen Lo] 
Steve Smitho 

How effec·tive were t.hese people in working with 
Nebraska, with Nebr aska de legates and Democratic 
people in Nebraska? Any problems? 

Well, not particularly . I don°t think t hey had a ny 
problems with the De mocrats as such. N'o·t all of the 
Democra ts supported LTac k Kennedy because we had 

sixte en votes, and only ga rnered some t:hirteen of themu but 
.nonetheless , you must b ea.r i n mind tho.t this is a. t r e mendously 
conservative state , a.nd we had some real opposition from one 
of the leading n ev1sp aper s, still have for tha.t matter~ 

What we r e some of the specific obje.ctions tha;t these 
p e ople who f a vorod other ca.ndidate s h a d t oward Senc-ttor 
r:ennedy '.i' 



( '--

JENSEN~ 

HACI\IV.l/.:l,.N ~ 

Mostly r:El:t.ig ion. 

Did you run i.nt.o organized opposition on the p axt s 
of various religious groups during this time ? 

JENSEN: Well , l e t me answer it in two parts. In the · 
part:y , the party p eop le were sure we could nei ·the~c 

nominate nor elect him. And# of course, outside of 
the party. Naturaily, ther·e is some ground for this 
concern because ever since [Alfred E.] Al Smith's time . 1,1?hy. 
somebody cooke d up the idea that a Catholic c ouldn't be elect ed 
pres.ident , a.ncl i.t got to be c:t kind of a bJ(\nlord, but theJ:e wa s. 
really never a ny reasons to outlaw or l:o classify catholics a.R 
1Aneligible candidates for the pres idency. Religion shouldn 1 ·t be, 
and I 1 m sure it isn't, an issue toda.yo But , nonethe l ess , out side 
of the party then, n a turally, of course 0 th.e opposition pa.rty 
would come up with si.:tch argume nts as tha.t if we elected a. 
Catholic, i t would be just a. matter of time until the Pope would 
be calling t he shots as far as our government is concer ned . We 
had this all the ti.meo But organized opposition, I c an 1 t s a.y 
that I 1 a ever ge·t organized opposition. We ha.d anti-Ke nnedy 
literatur e thr own on our front porch by, oh, I would say perhaps 
some radicals that insiste d on using this device. 

Syrningtori got four votes from Nebraska. Wba. t was t he 
source o f his support ? Pr imarily a uniting by t he 
anti-Ke r.nedy people , o r was it an a.ffinity £or c.m 
a gricultural sta te? 

J El\fSBN: Ri9hL I wonlcl say ·t1:1at his activit.y--Syrning'i:~on 

bas been . a t:r:errv.::i:o.dous suppo r t er o:f f c;·i_rrnerfl J takin.9 
second pJ ;,;ice maybe onl y to Hub ert Humphrey. Dut 

Symington h ad, a.nd s till h as , a lot of support. in I~reh:cask.a 

because o :E h i::: inl<~res t in ag :r.·iculturec· A.nd I think thi.s wa.s 
primaril y t h.s reason :fo r those de leg a t e s going to Symington. 

Hhat was the r eaction of the l\iebra.ska delegat.es t o 
the n orn:i..na.tion o f ,Johnson a s vice preside nt , and y0i.1.r 
Ov?L r ei'.cti0n? 

W r-. ·1 Jc ~Tohn:: 011 wns u ~ o c I' m sure tha t: the Nch;:·a.s J~ 'I. 

tk:Jr;.y f c~~' vJ•)H.'I d v1:ri)J<.1h:t y h::n/ (.:: flre:fcr.r:cd Dyrn:Lw) t<'J .. \, 
I hr;}} if 'IP c J:i.1WU.<Jh t1 1 <~y rc.<:1.Ji:;;ed tl1c need t o·· ·~( 'rn 

'· 
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cordident that: the .'re o.son ICennedy did t his '\.\Tas because he needed 
t he st.:cength f rom ·che Sout h, and got :i:L And naturally, t hose 
o f us who we.re close i::o i·~ :r.e.a.lizea tb.e s trength that this ga.ve 
us 2.nd t he need for it. Z.:md you ha.ve a matter of: accepting 
it in tha t light. 

l{}i-CY\IW~:; We:ce there a ny specific objec tions to c v .., 

,JENSEN: Oh, a s such, I don 1 t recall anybody v oca.lly expressing 
themselves as a.nti- Johnson.., 

JENSENg 

Did any of the dispu tes coming ou.t at tt~e Cm1vt:~-:.tion , 

carry over :into the campaign and hav·e any effect on. 
people's role in the campaign as far as supporting 
t he nationa1 ticket here in :Neb raska? 

I don't Jmow ·~hat I exactly know what you. a re 
t hinking,, 

I 1 rn thinking o :E t h e people who didn. 0 ·t vote f o r Kennedy 
at the Convention in relation t o working for him then 
aft.er he was nominated.Jin the s t a.teo Did these people 
work a t all for your Kennedy for President organizat ionu 
or n ot? 

JENSENg Yes, I didn 1 t detect. anybody dragging t heir fee·i: once 
t he · nomination w·as over witho Of c ourse u mind you , 
our organization was p r etty thoroughgoing and pretty 

strong , and I probably didn 1 t get in cont act wi. th anybody t h.at 
had any anti- Johnson f eeling- =at lea.st, as sucho 

HACKMAN g Wha.t were you mainly involved in during t he campaign 
p eriod, after the Convention? 

JENSENg You see, we fo rmed v·oters Citiz ens f o r Kennedy-Johnson, 
and so it b ecame my responsibility to s et up groups 
within the va.ri.ous segments 0 ~ike Citizens for Johnson 

within labor organizations Q vve h.ad a. Students for. Kennedy-Johns on ; 
we had a Farmers for Kennedy·-.Johnson; and ·we h ad a Senior Citiza ns ... 
for Kennecly-.Johnson~ In fact, we rci.n out of time before we got i t 
all done , 

'• 
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B.hCKi.·IAN ~ v~·as the~C{-:; ;;.ny p:r:oblern in the relationship o :E these 
' volunte~r organizatio n s t o t he regular Democratic 
Party or9a.nizat _i on? Did the t:wo wor k together Q or 
c1 icl ~ 

J"ENSEH: Well , I v10ul d n 1 t say there wasn 1 t any p r oblems because 
t here was p r ob ably a :feeling tha·i: t he Kennedy 
o rga niza tion was a tte mpt ing to t a.k.e ove r t he par ·i:y 

a l t h ough t h i s ·was the las t t h ing Kennedy wa.n ted t o do o £:very 
t ime t h i s came up , why , I did my leve l bes t to i ron t h is t h ing 
out and tel l t h em wen re just s uppl e menti ng a nd vrn 1 re :no t t a.king 
over the party . 

HP ... CKMA.fi:: We r e there an y of the Ke n nedy people from out s ide t he 
sta·te working during the c a mpaign here with the 
o rganiza tions y ou had se-i: up? 

JENSEN~ Yes, i ndeed ., Bob Kennedy wa.s i n here on a t our on 
b ehal f of Donald .McGinley . who wa s running for 
Con gress c and a.lso :Eor Larry Brock, ·who was r unning 

for Congr e s s; a nd Kennedy 1 s mother was h e re i n behalf o f 
Jack Kennedy . 

HACKMAN~ 

JENSEN :: 

Was t here anyone specifica l ly at Na tional He a dquart ers 
tha t you · work e d with.? 

.Mai nly. Bob Kennedy I Ken 0 r Donnell and Lar ry 0 r Bri en" 

HACl".J\1Af;fg Eow di d thEi presideJ.1·i:ial race aff ect the race f or the 
governorship and t he other sta-i:e races? Was ~i::':Hll~uy 
in c-i.ny way a handicap to the people ·running for 

sb3.'ce off.icE:., ;:,~J.d cLi_d t hey i.cJe11tify closi3ly with ·the na.tiona.'i 
ticket, or in some c<:.>.se~> not do so? 

·well, at that stage, I don 8 t k n ow tha·i: I could sa.y 
tha t- he:. ~ , ~ Are you Fa.yi.ng did h e s t rengtli.en 
t heir c h<=mc..!es? 

Eight, 2:r1<~ did t.hGy identify closely wi·th the national 
t .i cLet i:u their mvn c.1pp.1~oa.ch? 

... 



J.-:io~::·:i..Joxi.' <'li.d, ai.1r"J J l 1..:erta.i.::1ly d:lJ/:·1 u t. tm::t bi.rn J.:-1:: ::Tu..;;.1 

l·1t:, T:~il8 c.1 .. #:c~·L:E:d-. 

i:-~""'~3 th12~c,:, e :·u:c c:.i.1y· i_: t:i_·; ~t.&gy evoLred 011 L:.O"vl to <:~pp:.:oa....!L 

the whole :i-:-·~ligious j scue :i.n i.\febraska# any direc·t"".cm, 
let 1 s soy, f:r:crn the I:'.:ennedy people as t.o h ow they 
would \·/a.nt to go a)Jotri: this? 

,JENSEN·~ No, although we laid some pl.ans of our own 'V./here ·.;·le 

v.rE::.1t olrl:. and got pPople with a followi.ng ·to rna.ke 
sxp:r:es.~·io;.1s or '>n:·it;~ st2.temr-mts 6 and we put out a 

b:r~ochure and ·we cL:cul<:"i::.ed them ovE:1: the sig-ri.ature; o:;: over thG 
sta:t2rnemt by, ohr a lot o:f ·well known people like 'the presl.defrt 
of "lvesley-an o-·,-er here, Vance Rogers, a.nd a.nybody we could geto 
In fact, offt.lc•.nd, I ·co.n 1 t just think of who they all were , but 
businessmen 1 s groups, Rnybody we could get to that wuuld sign a. 
statement support:ing Kennedy, we used it to put out this l:i.t.tle 
brocb.ure, and handed it to people in the hope.s of influencing 
people. 

JENSEl.\Tg 

was the group you headed at all connected with the 
Farmers for :Kenned:y··-Johnson on t he n a.tionci.l level, 
or did this • · 

It came on a fterwards, yes.. In fo.ctq I headed that 
Bo.me organization in the st.a.te.. we formed ito 

Wl"at spe-::!i:!:ica.lly did that group do in the campaign 
here in Nebraska? 

JEl·TSEN·: Oh, th.is b':?:ga.n v..rork in snpplernent.ing the effort of 
the De!';'.':Ocra tic party ,. We attempted to set up a 
rep:c8sentat:Lve in eve:ry county with the hopes of 

influenci.ng fa:cme:cs 2d:. every opportunity~ ·we attempted to 
pick people \/ho VJ(~re active a.11.d infl:u.ent.J.al .. 

I-IP~CiCMAN: Wrw.t we.:::: the role of the va.J:ious farm groups here 
in .Nebra .. ska. c.s fa.r as the campa.i.gn went? !n the 
ele.:!tion, \•ih.o supported Kennedy and who opposed? _,. 

·w c:: ~L.l ~ :"· don 1 1~ k.ncw;r that farm groups at that ·time 
\.v,~1:e t2.J:.:i l"!C:J a pnr;:i.i...:i.0~1~ J:f nnything, they t.ooJ-:: a 

• ' • ' ., . ' •) I ' 1 ' ' • 'j ti·_·) r,o:~J ·i::i.nL"1r t:.:1u J: 1:·lr.T11 h1:t.1:Ci::i.l1. ·coo 1..: a p0s1c.J.or.1. oppow::c:. 

'• 
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RerinE:ay" And the F.'ctrrn,~rs Union, noncornmi ttaL, And the Grange 
has never been very 2.ctive. A.t. t.hat time theJ:-e wa.sn.' t much 
ac·b.7ity in the HF.'O r.uatiol).o.l E'armers Organiza.tion] o The 
National E"ar:rners Union, of course, t hey took a rea.l act.i.ve 
role, and they do have a lot of following in the state of 
Nebr<::i.ska. A.nd naturally , of course , their role az such, thc:i.1'.' 
influence as such, did spill ove:i:- i'n-to Nebraska, but t.he s t ate 
organization as such didn't t ake any part. 

JE1'TSEiN~ 

How succe£sful d id you feel Kennedy was in handling 
the f arm i ssri.e during the campaign? 

Real successful. :r a m confident tha t he made some 
rea l irtroads as f ar as enlisting the c onfidence of 
agriculture. 

This wouldn 1 t have ha.c1 a. nega tive effect on. the v ote 
in 1'Tebraska? 

J:KNSEN~ No, indeed it wouldn 1 to :!?armers in Nebraska are--
well, they' re no·t al·ways ea.sy to 'l.mderste..nd, but 
nevertheless they know ·that programs are necessary 

and that Kennedy was a staunch supporter of commodity programs, 
and I thi nk he had made real i nroads int:o the con.f idence of 
farmerso 

Wer e you doin g any speech writing for him at this point 
or any ci.dvisin.g on the issues? 

JENSEN~ No~ Oftentimes he would do this:: .tte wrote out: fm.: 
some s ug9est:ions one time specifica.l.ly ,, and I still 
have a copy o :E the statomen.t that -I wrote hirn1 but he 

·w·ould make a speech, or prepare a speech, and then h e v.rould send· 
a copy of it. ·co me, o.nd "Would you mind tel.ling- me wha:i: you think 
of it, and if you have some criticisms~ would you voice them? 11 

Did you attempt to get Kennedy to c ome in·to the state? 
I don 1 t recall t ho.the made any appearances after the 
Convent.ion :in iJeb:i:-asJ::a. Did this ha.ve anv effect on 
t he outcune, clo )f'Oll think? 

.. 
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:.C don't believe he camn i nto Nebraska after the 
Los Angeles Conven-tion" We Cl:Ld attempt to ge·i: him 
here, yes. 

HACKi.v.iA.N~ What effect did the dea.th of Governor Brooks have 
as far ei.s the presidential campaign wen"L'.? 

JB}TSEN: Oh, I ca.n 1 t irna9inc~ that it had anv effect on it.. I 
don 1 t believe i.t did. It qa.ve proba.bly the lieutenant 
governor. who s tepped i.n as governor p a chance t.o. • ~ • 

Well, he is a Republican o It gC'l.ve h im a better 0 you mi~Jht say, 
soun~Eng board. So if anything, it probably was injurious to him. 

BEGIN SIDE II TAPE I 

E@.CKMAN:: 

J"EN"SEN: 

HACI<l.4AN:: 

Did you have a.ny role in the selection of Robert Conrad 
to run for the Sena.te then in that period? 

Well, if I did, it ·was minor.. I was vei.-y muc h in 
favor of it. 

I reca.11 at the time that there was some me ntion of 
yourself as a possible candidate? 

I 

JENSEN: Yes, I did consider it. In fact, we ~r.rere on the wa.y 
to file and ran into this thing~,~a.nd I wasn 1 t a1r.rare 
of it--th<:-.t a nybody that 1 s an incumJ::>ent has to file 

five days earlier in NebrcJ.ska than .somebody who isn 1 t, and this 
eliminated me. I i•J2,s11 1 t aVirare of this. I let i t go too long. 
'I'hat ts what it amounts to. 

Do ymt t!.1.in.k them i:hu.t Conrad :ceplaci.ng Brooks 2 and 
mc..ybe yc;u covered t11is in :y·onr previous statement, 
h~d any sffsct on. the presidential vote? 

We :LJ. , J: don.' t think it 1rurt him. I th:i..nk it probably 
helped_ 

we:,; there 2r . .y e f:f.cn.··i.: ma.de in the r 60 cB.mpaign, any 
major s·r-:ecn::t., :.,::: f:r~.c <:1.LJ vot(--:r n~g·i.st}::ation went:!~ 

Were yot• :Lnvr.1J.v~r1 in tb.5 G? C0n.ld you expla.in b.ow you 



Oh. yes.-~· Oh, indE,ec.'l" Out at :eios 2~ng-eles when 
the norni•ia tion v.r2_s in the bag, Bob Kennedy irnmedic:d:ely 
summoned u.s ir; :two diffeJ..:-ent groups, state leaders, to 

get this voter registrn.t.ion under "\va.y. At tha.t poir.ri:: 11e made 
this s tatement that ::-_{evEm of the ten who were not .cc.::9.ist.:.:::i.7G'°'i ;mrc 
Democrats, so we couldn't afford to let this sort of a situation 
ezist . if' we could do 2myth.i11g about it~ So he instructed us to 
go bfack and immediately set up somebody in charge of this voter 
registration. Now mind you, in Nebraska a t that time , only the 
towns of over eight thou.sand people had to register. So t here' s . 
only about seven or eight spots in t he s t a t e that. was really 
invo:J-vecl.~ Omahar Lincoln, and Has tings, Grand Island, Fremon.to 
I guess, and Scottsbluff. l1leve.rtheless, Norman Ott o was selEicte d 
at that time to heaB. up this voter registrat :Lon o We at:tended a 
meeting in Kansas City; he and I went th~cough all this i.n order 
to se·c. up the machiner y to get people registered, t o set up 
people t o c ontact and ring doorbells 0 like any ct.he r campaign 
to get people to register. Because, actually, i t doesn 't help 
Jack Kennedy or anybody e l se to come in and t alk to p eop l e who 
were not reg ist ered. 

JEL~SB1'T~ 

JEl'J'S:CN: 

Do you recall wh o ·was :Ln charge of t he KC!.nsas City 
meeting? was i t sorce body f r om t he Kennedy Democratic 
National Headquart ers, or what? 

Well 0 I believe Bob Kennedy was. I believe he was" 
I'm not. sure of this , but I think he waso 

During the campaign was anyone spec:ifica.lly sent out 
from Washington by the Kennedy people t o work?, 

After the national election was over. c. fellow by 
·the name of Ralph Horton carne here~ he was formerly 
from Syra.cu::rn, New Yo~ck. 4 and apparent ly had some kind 
of a contac·t with the Kennedys. 

I believe he went to school with Kennedy" 

H(:;i was h.e:r:e to h e lp u s with it. 

'I'his vvas during the campcd.g-n. now? 
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Yes" 

vlha t was " . !11.8 rol.e ? 

JENSEN: Kind of a c oord inator. 

·was he effecti ve at all, o r play any role? 

J ENSm\J· : Oh, I don' t th.ink so . ~i:-t;.s h ard to asr:::ess it. He 
had a real handicap.in that he simply didnit understand 
agricul ture . Naturally. as such, you just don 1 t ad jus t 

to the 1\febraska people jus t like that. Somebody who has 1.ive a. 
here and knov.rs .Nebras ka people would probably h a ve done a better 
job. o He had some rea.l h andicaps in that he was not a 

.~Udwesterne:r. Q 

HACKMAN: Going i n to the election the ng what do you think 
was the primary cause for Kennedy 's defeat in Nebraska ? 

JENSEN: An unfavorable press. I think that this, the bigges t 
newspaper in Nebraska; it c overs Nebras ka daily; and 
naturally , of course, Kennedy could be classified 

a s a liberal, a nd this newsp aper i s a real conservative papero 
'l1 heir influence i n t.he s t a te o f Nebraska is real, rea.1 hard to 
overcomeo 

JENSEL\f g 

Do you know i f Senator Kennedy ever made o.:ny efforts, 
direc t effor ts , in rela·i.:ion to the press here? 

No·c to my knowledge~ He might h ave dlone it 
unbeknowns t to me, too" 

As far ctS t his newspaper the11, what were t hei r ma.in 
objec t ions? Economic, religious. agriculturc: ~l pol.i~y, 

or wa.s t here any one specific thing they dwelt on? 

1JENSENg Mainly federal spending. They have always assailed 
the Democrats for spenders 0 or as spenders. and they 
are great to rn.is l.E::a d people into t hin.ki:n.g t hey can 

he.Ve all thebe so· ·cal.lc<J govcl.niCLent.a .l qoodJ o.r. servi ces a nd still 
cas t. i921.-t e Yhn ::..cln1.i..i d.0t:c< i.~ion fc,:-:- spending money . You can 1 t have 
\_om· cakr..: < .. i:01::l <~ ·' t. :i.L .i'U:J.rJ tJ.ij :·: ifJ t-h.0 Lhi.L1.~ !:hey w.:1.,,,:Jc;ctd p 1-:op.1..: 

t:hcy r:an. 

'·· 

,. 

' 
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FJl~c1:__HfiJ.'f~ Wh2.t 1.1c;.s:· t he x:ole of rel:ig-:i.on. i n the elect ion'.? Did 
it have a.n:y q.t«3a·t Ed2 :Eect; clo you ·thirl.k.v i n NebrB.fo.1::<:~:, 

,JENSEH: Oh~ I v.iould be less tha:n honGst if I di.dn ~ t think th.2..i-. 
it r.21d some effecL I J.:ept telling the press at ·the 
t ime t hi'l.t it did not, but then I never b eli eved it mysel f 

HACY· .. .M~~,N~ Whd:l:. abou·c labor as a group'.? :r. had heard t:hat some 
of the lci.bor p12:ople, some of the delegat es repr.e
sE:n:tc..tive of labor, ha.J not :f.avorcd Kennedy o Was this 

reflsct ed in ·c.he cc:.rnpai.gn; or do y ou know why ·t hey d i.ctn 1 t at 
the Con-ve~1ticn:1 

JENSBN: 

HA.CI'H.Ai....Y: 

I don 1 t. kn.ow that :r can give you c:.ny l i ght on t h-.::•.:L'. _ 
wc.f:H.t't a:ware of it that there w-a,.:; any a.nt i-Kennedy 
sen-Lirnerit awong labor, 

Well p I th.ink I ha.d read t .hi::i in t h e newr:;paper, so 
i. t may well hci.ve been the same nervlspaper t hat was 
rnisJ.ec.cling me by s2.ying t hat labor did not back 
Kem:.edy. That ' s the obvious conclusion o 

Omn.ha ir3 our biggest la.bor group, and i f I cm not 
mistaken, Kennedy carried Omaha by some ten t housand 
votes 1 but lost ouhd:at e, if my recollect ion serves 
mE correct.l vu 

Hc.-~1 do _you e.~~plain Morrison 3 s vi.cto:r.y and K1.3ni.1edy 1 s 
de :ceat by s uch a large mc1rgin in :Neb ras ka? 

,JENSEN :: ·well, it :i.~ ha.rel to .Put yonr finger on 3.t: br1t: n:n.c.~ 

.i.'1ord.s0n v1c..s e.1.ecte<'l and. • ., Well, let 1 s s t.o.:ct 
ot:.t by Brook.s 1 election... Under the former Governo:c 
l\/ictor E.] Vi c Anderson's adminis t r at i on , h e had as 

a hiqhway c ommissioner a fellow by the na.me o f L. N'o Ress, and 
he got. himself in real poor reputeo He mi gh t h ave b e e n a .. real 
good h i ghway engineer, but a real poor public r e1.ations mane 
and so a fellov1 by the na.me of Senator Terry Carpen t er u ndertook 
to co.sti9ate him, c!.nd flay him a.t evc=.n:y opportunit y h e cou ldg 

I 

2 . .nd because of t:l1:i_i;,·-.. ·this is Hans ,Jonsen. 1 s obse:r.vat i ons on it n.01:"1 , 

mind you, but..: J'rc! ccinf:idr-oi;.11: 5.L 1 r; ia.i.rly u.ccti:r:ate-~,beca.use or th:i_s 
f1e<yinc· J)y 'I' i=-1~x.y C;; rpi:.1 .. 1.c:c, Vic An.dc:i:r::-:on wau defeated by 

·-· .. 

( 

' 
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Governor Brooks o Alri.g-ht:, i:.hen Morrison came on t .he picture 
as a_ candidate for govA~cnor:-, <:ind we had had one Dernocre:,t:Lc 
adr:i.:i.nistrat.ion, aricl some of the oppoFdtion to t he Democrats 
had been, you might say, la.id at ;ces-C. 'I'he Democratic party 
has been b e coming stronger in the state 41 and this is part of 
t he s t rengt h that beca.me evident h.ereo Now when .Morrison 
was elected governor, Iv"Lorrison v1a.s o. g ood governor 0 and people 
had confidence in him. Nm"l then, when you ask me the question 
why did he run so good and KE::nnc-:idy did not, perhaps the knowledge 
t hat Morr is on ·was · a good governor and had created a g·ooa image 
helped him t remendously, wher~~ the same person would cross the 
ticket when .it came t o Kennedy because he did not unders t and 
him a s well as he understood Morrison. Confidence 0 that ' s 
p robably t he best word t o use , confidence i n t h e candidat e. 

HACKMAN:: 

J ENSEN: 

Afte r t he elect ion then did you have any c on t acts 
with Kennedy or t:he people around h i m in t he period 
after t he elect ion? 

I 

Oh, i ndeedp yes. Fron1 t ime to time I met wi t h t he 
v arious Democrat ic state c onve n t i ons and e l i kewise, 
a t the Inaugural, was invited as one . of h is special 
g ues t s, sat in his box at t he Inaugur:aL 

How did y ou become involved in what you were d iscussing 
e arlier. writing t he feed grains legislat ion in 1 61? 

JE!:JSEN ~ Oh, I think maybe at the reques t of either •red 
Sorensen, or the President.0 himself. I t could have 
been because my background, of course u is ag:d.cu.lture, 

and t hey were reaching for people wl:i.orn they could t ie to, ·~vho 

unders t ands agriculi:ureo They picked" • • o I think a t t hat 
t ime I was the only one from Nebraska, but then they had some · 
real well i nformed people from other sta t es as well who wrote 
t his legislation t hat we :finally enactedu 

rs this the group -Chat E'red Hinkleu who was President 
of t h e MFA [Missouri Farmers A.ssocia t ionJ wa s the h ead 
of? 

'!!'es. 

,, 

. 
I 
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Was therE! a great deal of d isagreement a mong t he 
group as t o \\7h a t was t o be p r oposed ? How d id it 
wor k out? 

No , no . 
this or 
Wi llard 

Natural ly, t o iron out something like 
hammer it i n to prop osals, we me t with 
Coc h.ra ne 0 ·wi l lard Cochrane wa s an economist 

f r om the Un i versi t y o f Min n esot a 0 and he was, y ou mi ght s ay, 
the man who t his f eed grain advisory committee r e l i e d upon t o 
write it up i n such a manner that it could be proposed as 
l egis l a t i on o There was s ome diss ent. , as s uch 0 because Wi lla.rd 
was J.?.Ot exact l y a h igh price support man a s such 0 ·whereas t hose - - ' 
of us who we re in there were high price s upport rninded a 

You . s ee , to get yourself c omp l e tel y gr ounde d i n t his sor t 
of a sit uation, when Eis enhower was elec ted , we h a d a dollar 
and s i x ty- s ix cen t c orn, a nd we had g otten two dolla.r whea to 
And l o and b eho l d p before t he Eisenhowe r Administ r ati on wa s t hrough, 
~~ [Ezra Taft] Benson ha.a lowered the pri ce suppor t on c orn f rom 
a dollar s i xt.y- six clear clown t o ninety-eight c e n t s u e ven b elow, 
e i gh ty- eight cents I guess it wa s--at l e a s t i t wa.s bel ow a dol l aro 
And the pri c e o f wheat had gone from t wo t wenty- s ix to about a 
dollar eight y .in t h.is period of timeo So c onsequently ., when we 
sat down to write this feed g rain prog ram6 we fe l t that we were 
g oing t o r eve r s e t h. i s trend ~ And Willard Cochrane 8 s i dea o f this 
was not as str ong as. we would l ike t o h ave h a d i t o We were going 
for a dollar and t wenty cent p r i c e s uppor t on c orn t his fi rs t 
s t e p a You couldn. 1 t t ake it back ooll t he way a l l at one jurnp•~ you 
c ouldn' ·t do t hat because you 1 a demora lize t he livestock industry 
i f you did o In other vmrds, the guy who hZJ.d a bunch of h og s or 
cat tle on f eed, .'if ·we' d h a ve gone r ight back to a dollar and 
sixty-six c E:nt co~cn, it would· have p:;:-ob<;i.b l y ]Jankrupt e d h im Q So 
we knew we had to go by de9rees, but the mark we were s hooting 
a t hras for about a dollar and a qu a:r:·ter c or n , o r a t l east a. 
doll.a.r and t wenty cent corn a -vn1e11 you ask about was there a.ny 
difference of opi nion, yes, the re was , becaus e I' m sure the g roup 
felt tha.to ., • o 

1:ehe f irst. loan that Willa rd proposed t o u.s was a dollar a.nd 
four cents 1 uhich is only s :i . .:i~ cents, eight cent.s highe :t'.' , which 
·wc.s a re<ll d i sappointment to tld.s cornrnitteea In fact, we were 
held over a da.y to t:i:y t.n rr-.vise ·it, and I myse lf1, a.t 4:i 30 tha.t 
a f"i.:.E.::.Lnoon ai.c:o-J.c Viie hacl r;":. t d1u:i.~e: a.lJ. day, :r ua.id to the m, " J: 
j\1st drn1 • t }J,~lic\J-.; -vm c<m seJ.1 this vi.hen l!Je get to the count:;:y 

.. 

l. 

... 
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uith it"" And v.r11er1~·J?:r:·ed HinJd e asked if this was the consensus 

O .r.: opi ni' ,..,.,_ ~·.i'l-1- 1 _ .. ,. .. 0 • -,· ,_ '"re11·t ·~ rc·-.u·"'d .• .. ·1·1a·t ·'t..- "'.!)1 e ,.,1..., ·in Vhe L _ _ V.1..ti ...... .;: ; yc1,'31 ... ~L "''" ~ ....... ..J J..'. L. - . .o ... - v.._.J ~- ··L• i..-. 

Sec:::e t ary: s room in the departme1d: l:LLe a ·wave o !.!:very r:-1n1.::_i n -1': 
them :Zelt that. it \·Ja~n I ·c. enongh . fio h e came back wit.'h. a p:i:opOSci.1. 

the r~ezt d ;::;;.y for a dollar c:.nd sb:t.een cent loan, and this is 1r1he:i:e 

we finally settled. 

Hl'~CKL-il-\N~ A:ftc-:.r the emergenc7 feed grain legislation was passed, 
then I thin}- the Department: 1 s approach in ° 61 was 
getting· away from thiD commodity by commodity a:p'proach, 

and they were going to give t.he Secretary of l~griculture new 
powers to work with the ASCS [Agricultural Stablilization and 
Conservation Service] committees on ·the local levels., Did you 
play any role :Ln .,this legislation, or what were your feelings 
towc..rd.this approach? .r 

JENSEN~ 

Hf\CKMAN: 

Well, you want to remember, we los t t he wheat 
referendum., 

That wa.s in 1 63. 

JENSEN: Yeso And you have to propose what you can sell as 
far as legislation is concernecL I f the Congress 
won 1 t buy it, you' re not going anyw'l~ere., I don 1 t 

know that I played any role in i t., You see, I went to t he 
Department as Area Director, and serve.a eighteen months as 
Area Director, and then c ame ba.ck here. So I don't think I 
could say that I played any role. I had to get off the f eed 
grain advisory committee, and did res.i.gn from it, once I 
accepted the other jobo And once you become a member of the 
Secretary's staff, you do v..rlw.t the legisla·tion proposesv 'and I 
actually had no hand in t hat part., 

You were back here then in time for ·the Wheat 
Ref erendum in 1963? 

Yeso 

We:r.e you involved in efforts to se.11 tha t program 
here in Neb:r:ci.ska ? 
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JENSEN~ Well, le{ is put it this ·v,;-ay, th.at I was involved in 
an e ffort t o get an affirmative voteo Natura.llyu 
I wouldn't have . t hou9ht. that fa. r mers could be f oolish 

enough to vote out marke t ing quotas . All thi.s h a s done, ac·:-.u:=i.:U.y! 
is to lower the p rice of wh.eat c Once we had to resort to a 
voluntary progr am, you just p lain can 1 t have a.s high wheat suppor ts 
as we ha've h ad before. 

J ENSfN': 

Tha t's about a.11 I haveu unless you have some conc lusion s 
on President Kennedy. 

I 1 m real s u rpris ed at some of the information you 
h ave of the back.ground . I 1 m rec;1lly amazed" No o I, 
don ' t 'know that I have. I t hink I've covered p r et.-ty 

nearly -e verything tha t was in here. I wrote up a few notes. 

HACKMAN~ Well, let me skip back to something j ust a minu·te. 
At the 1 60 Convention there was a Midwes tern. f arm 
g roup that was formed at the Convention. I believe 

maybe it got its start with a couple of people in the I owa 
delegation. Do you remember playing any role in that , or how 
did this function? 

JENSEN: 

F.1-\C KMAN: 

JE!NSE.t\fg 

Yes: you .bet ~ This is at t he Convention y ou 1 re 
talking a.bout . 

Yes, I believe El1S'wo r th Hays from Iowa was involved 
in it . 

Yes, yes" In fac t , we hiz.ld s ome meetings purposely 
to head off this effort on the part of some o:E t hese 
Sout herners to get through a plank in the Democr~~ti.c 

pla·t:Eorrn t hat called :Eor flexible price supports. P.,.nd now,, o:Eiha.na , 
I don' t remember t he n ames of a ll of the people who were in this, 
but even the fellow from Pi-C.tsburgh 0 David Lawrence; (Governor 
of Pennsylvania) ; was , by ·the way u a supporter of high price 
support s ·1:1i th the l'Sor thern group, but he was real v ocal in supp0rt 
of this. But the main eff orts sp~cang from us Midwes t erner.s 2l.nd 
from Montana·--I wish I could think of t h e name of -C.he fellow 
anymore that wa.s from J/lontanc;1., but he was also· real ci.ctive, as l 
was, in t his 3 bc-;co.use, qee 6 flexible p~:·ice supports vmuld have 
been t:hc Li.~;:.; of (k:; dJ1 u:..:; fi.1.r ; ~; (:h1 . JJcmnr~J" .. tic p ;J.:i:-ty v1a:J 

'• 
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concerned .in the M:i:ctwes t, and possibly· in agricu.ltureo 

JENSEN~ ' 

I-fACKil'.iAN·: 

W110 ·was leading the oppos:Lt:l.on g roup at the 
Convention? IrJas Clinton .Anderson involved at that 
point'.? 

[ J"ohn ~ III] Eolbma n from Missis sippi and [ J"arnes O o] 
Eas t.la.nd. 

Was thE.:re much of a fund raising effo r t necessary 
du:ring the campaign h ere in :N"ebra.ska? 

JENSEL\fg We did some of this prio:c to ·the t.ime that u prior 
to the· primary. We p l ain h ad to bec aus e ·we couldn't 
t ap the party 's funds 0 and didn 1 t. But. afte r the 

pri.mary was over with, or after the Lo s 2-\.nge les Convention was 
over with, naturally, of cou rse, 1,ve formed t h e Citizens for 
Kennedy g roup and i n so d:ing , why, I s et up, or we d i du our 
organiza tion se t up various hea dquarters for Kennedy and J'uhnson 
throughout ·the sta te . We h ad two in Oma.ha. one here [Lincoln} f 

and one in Ho..s t ings--well , we ha.d about ten o r eleven or t welve 
of them al.l over: sca.ttered thr oughout t he s t c.i;i:e o And I would 
do it by. What we needed the:r.e was a headquart ers ·where 
·we could have the Kennedy-Johnson literature and s omebody in 
attendance--and mos~ of those were volunteers--and t hen I 1 d 
generally go to somebody .who 21. f ew hundre:d .dollars did:n.' t mo~.n 

rnuch to and sa:y'q "I-Iere, woulCI you pay of:Eice rent" 0 or "rental 
on this building until N·ovember 2, or 6?, " or wha tever the da.te 
was,· and he vmuld ge~J.erally a.g-ree to do it ~ That us how we got 
the money for th.i s k.:ind o:E a thing without tapping· th.e central 
committee's funds. 

HACKMl'N:: Let me jump to something else complete.ly" Do you 
know$ f:com your point. of view u if t he fact that 
LiJebro.s jt:a di.dn' t bc>.ck Kennedy as fa:c as the total 

.number of votes in 1960, did this ever create any problems as 
far as getting federal fund s for this state? Especiall y fo r 
Governor JY1orris on, 

Wf~ll p J don't know that I would lay · that t o t:he 
l;:E i.1r:><"c:y A.dmir~.ist.ra:tion, o:r.· the J"ohnson Adrni.nist:i.:at.~:.rJ•), 

a.r;; sn( i1,, l don 1 t t.lJ.:i.:uk th :t ·i·. . I 1 d soono:r:· put 
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it this wav ~ He:::-e r H <-1. :f.elluv1 J.i.kr-:: ca:cl Cur·i::is, f or inst;.~nc":', 
-C.ha t h a dn 1 t any ir1fluenc e, Nobody cc..res much wha.t Ca.:cl Cri.:t (:·;::; 
says up there .. nobody p2ys <:n).y attent ion. t o hi.mo So whe11 he - . . -
comes up and he asks, for insta.nce 8 .for funds for the mid-·s t a ·ce 
Power and Irrig-c:7.tion Project u.p h.ere 6 a.nd oh., yeah u it 1 s been 
on the books :Eor t en yea~cs but 6 o o o So h e goes ·t: o somebody 
from Cook coun ty, Illinois: and says 0 "Hereq we sure need sonte 
money for the mid-st ate project up here,, I f we could have that,, 
we wouldn • t be s o subjected t o f loods 11

• A.nd immedia.tely th.e fi::~.llow 

from Cook coun typ .rlLL.nois, s ays , 11 Sa.y , Senator Curtis, you 
remember the time I needed some l abor l egislation? You r emt:::m.'ber 
hmv you fought it? 11 Now I ·think this f actor ha.s much more of 
an impac t on i:1h.e t he1:' or not we get fede:cal funds or n ot, t h e · 
i nfluence of our <congressmen and s enator s up thereu tha.n p e rhaps 
Johnson or Kennedy as President haso · But we j ust plain don't 
have any--our people up t here don» t ha.ve any f o llowing1 they don 1 t 
have any i n fluence. I 1 m c onfiden t that if ·we had •red I">~•::.:nn.ed1· 

from l\febraska, representing .NeJ::n;aska, we 1 d get sorn::i of these 
t hings . 

Were you ever c onsidered for any o t.her posit ions 
t hat you JQ'lOW of other than the job you took in the 
Depar tment of A.griculture, a ny other ones ever 
discussed? 

JENSE:i\i~ WE:ll, I don 1 t know. Probably my own faul t tha t .}_,ij 
went for this Area Director 1 s j ob and thought that. lt 
would b e viha t. I ·wanted, a.nd ! f ound out tha.t 0 number 

one, · it was more fly i ng then ! had an:t icipated and, a l so, that 
you really d:.Ldn u t gfft into the policy level o I some t imes, thoug·ht 
if I had it. to do mrer ag-a i n and I was younger a.go.i n, why, I 
might ·try something else o 

I think th21.t 1 F; all I have,. Good.. Thank ym1. o 

·-


