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Biographical Note 
Joseph Keenan (1896 - 1984) was the director of Labor's League for Political Education 
(1948-1951); secretary of Chicago Federation of Labor (1937-1949); and the 
international secretary of International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (1954-1976). 
This interview focuses on the labor movement’s relationship with the John F. Kennedy 
[JFK] administration and the Labor-Management Advisory Committee, among other 
topics. 
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According to the deed of gift signed July 30, 1970, copyright of these materials has 
passed to the United States government upon the death of the interviewee. Users of these 
materials are advised to determine the copyright status of any document from which they 
wish to publish. 
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The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making 
of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain conditions 
specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other 
reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is 
not to be “used for any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.” If a 
user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in 
excesses of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement. This institution 
reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the 
order would involve violation of copyright law. The copyright law extends its protection 
to unpublished works from the moment of creation in a tangible form. Direct your 
questions concerning copyright to the reference staff. 
 
Transcript of Oral History Interview 
These electronic documents were created from transcripts available in the research room 
of the John F. Kennedy Library. The transcripts were scanned using optical character 
recognition and the resulting text files were proofread against the original transcripts. 
Some formatting changes were made. Page numbers are noted where they would have 
occurred at the bottoms of the pages of the original transcripts. If researchers have any 



concerns about accuracy, they are encouraged to visit the Library and consult the 
transcripts and the interview recordings. 
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