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Oral History Interview
with
KENNETH P. O'DONNELL

Boston, Massachusekts
May 6, 1969

By Larry J. Hackman

Last tw remember we concentrated primarily
on 68, xtmmgﬁ“/uybemmagomw ‘64
right afterni&ahn Kennedy assassination and get
you to talk about your conversations with him,
qwith Robert Kennedy.in that period, about what
yourmtutmwwljho. your decision to stay
in the White House and then follow up with the
aiscussions about the ¥ice Fresidency in ‘64

that I know you were involved in at the White
House. First, I g’mss,mn you remember discussing

with him your own future and what you might do?



O'DONNELLs

You have to go really back to the assassination.
Bobby getting on the plane, etc. He really wasn't
mzwaxmmwoftm?mmnhm
umm,.ta wasn't much with it, I didn‘t go back

really
totmmt.omm{)acmnmm«uk,u

andmvx'uidmf\lmﬂﬂummpumam
rminimﬁwhiahxmdommw. 1 stayed
Mumijiyforammarfmm.x
weommumummw
xmmaumfmmmmmm

to have a conversation were he and I, I felt
mamummmfmlmmmt
worse. Imnkmmtuulywmtm/?;m‘t
m%.%mm&m&aﬁ:ﬁ a
conversation,, one thing that seemed to disturb
hinm most of anything else was he found some of
the-- which someday I'm going to writew those
fast friends that he had made really weren't fast
8riends at %mtmmzyumwm
because he was the President's brother., It upset
him very mach. People who had called him everyday



mmmmamzmmmﬁ\;mm
rammammmmmn{ym
and never returned the call at all. I'm more
callous than he is. I understood that. The
tmi&ien of power is the transition of power.
It was all over. It took Bobby a little wvhile
wmumtmummm/mahumu.
mf«ummtzmmxmanytn
amwmwwmm,\:udm
'qomandmawkiaahmxtm;;‘:w.
mzmmwx&m&umxm:
conversation with the President. I never discussed
it with Bobby and I agreed to stay through the
campaign. We made a verbal agreement that I'd
remain through the camgaign of 1964. He was very
Mm.Wm.hMm@(@m
anybhing about politics; he had no stafif at all,
Johnson and I had been reasonably close through it.
I had been probably closer than any of the two
antmmﬂwjmqimw:ugz
the President, But anyway xzoxtxma/zﬂ‘
obligation., He said to me very clearly as I resalll -



) and I'm sure he said to Sorensen and O'BRien

. mw«matmmmmmtw,ggm

we had an obligation to the country, that if we

| all wetked out, that cbviously his position was
going to be 5W and the Demperatic Party-

to Jackie about it. I don't think any of the

Kennedys probably were mery happy about it But
at that moments o + » I think we went down that
Chiistmas as a mu;r of fgpt.ax went away. We
stayed down in Palm M@jﬁ went Wr...,anﬂ we
had dinner with Jackie,nd)Stash Radsivill vas
there and I think W was there. Theyewere
stayix;gﬂwnat. » « «» Ve got in a great discussion
about obligations &b the Bemocratic Party which
I have a different view I think than a lot ofe-
I have felt very deeply that I had an ebligation
to the P&rtyWIqMJMornWydu(
| and that's the way the President would feel. But
| we had a bantering sort of discussion about it, I

et

think that's the first time that they mdhﬁ@



BACKMAN

-y

that I had full intention of remaining through

the omm./(w came back, g mwf o

xamma/mmnmmmmm
of January, and I think Bobby probably didn't come
mm&wm'uwmm

'M'aamehatywmmmtm:mﬁ

February or March but he vas tn sontiar wovld,

He was, as he should have been, he was a very
distraught boy who had lost his brother and I don't
Manymimﬁmutmwi;hhwu-
Nothing really interested him very much anymore at
this mmxtmuw or Mu,::w I don't think
mm;amemuam-mm.z
mmzmamthmuu
mﬂaﬁamywmmwmmm.
mamn'tmmmwomyﬁ-aan'tw
mmmm‘mma&w'ummwm
about it. )

You say he wanted to get out of the Attorney
Generalship or he wanted to get out of politics
altogethurorhomudwgetwtot;..



O'BONBELLs

-4

s

I think he jumt wanted to get out of Washington
et gut out af the_mrlay Mothing vas veey
important to him. Now the maw
whipping up this great Kennedy for Vice President
bit. President Johnson Tad from the very beginning -
in his own political ﬁshim had moved Lmmediately .

sice of who sat in his

to stop A even the
booth at kho-m- m just totally WM&M} DR
ARLM Jf m@y, Z R, sarg / m:lm;‘
W’anuim clear that his effort in
mrytb;.ng was to stop Bobby Kemnedy. He had a
fear of him that was beyond belief. Bobby Kennedy
had no part in it what soever it just was strictly
a one-way w&t&u&; m norw W&u
mjm'%ty whather there would be a confrontation
between Robert Kennedy, which makes a great story;

/ thmw/ﬁmtwmwwuﬂwmm

‘politics and m 4R the New Hampshire thing

hqimtnmunp. Johnson obviocusly took that as
a direct challenge from Bobby. Bobby and I didcussed
it,and this is our first political discussion as



IWMWMMMMMMM»

.mwthtMnmﬁimsﬁmw

wvere invelved in &t,@ t.baymu all Kennedy

people, thaymammywoﬁ?ﬁw
uzmmwwm*tmwﬁw

up the White House. Bobby was the heir apparbnt

to them-and they don't know or care about
WM, They've been opposed to him for
ten m,\\;m it's sort of a emotional transfer.
s had his people reporting in to him
who had chosen now to go on the other dide. They

involving themselves in it., I don't want it to

be more a story about Ken O'Domnell than Bobbny

Kennedy but the point is I was the most suspect
person in town. I'm sitting at the same dsask. The

President wanted me to become Wational Chairman at
that time and be his politicale- hé really didn't




know two politcal figures in the United States of
America, and fie thought I di¢ but this obviously
cmtodya very suspicious ux;tith.p batween
the Bresident and myself. He couldn't believe )
that the Z William ./ Bill Dunfeys, &m&'i
Devnie Boutins, and John Xings , that they :
thmmmmmm@

I didn't know vhat Bobby was doingiand I wasn't
mwux.mmqmtwnupm@
were planting thase storbes, fortunatdly they i
were planting them with Walter Jenkins Who-—
MWIM&@NE&M&M&@MN&
mdmmmm:mmwmtxm
Mmﬂ@mwxa&dmwwm
Fonnody except upon one occasion he called me and
wwmamumxwmzmum
ammmmngmewm
wmxmwmwthuuwm‘mm
wmmawmzmw
mmmmmmwmmw'tm
a statement. I think that just magnifies it. I



think you ought to tell ths President of the
United States you'rve nit involved in it." &
mwmmmmaw
I said, "I think it's a hell of a mistake, It
magnifies something. WM&MMW
that he isn't in@nd :.f!nwum/ﬁvhmw
mlywtmémtmih Well,
Jolmson needed me move than I need him at that
noment, 8o that was ebout where we were. Bobby
ultMMimnwmhw
no involvement in it but it began that a) he vas
mwwwmmnaaammmm
mmm;umwmqma@/
Bobby and I had a fight over Paul Corbin subsequently.
I think Bobby was wrong.and I told him X thought he
WAS Wrong. MWﬁM:MW&N But
xmmaimm«mmmm&am
mtzmmmmtywwmm
WMaw&M[\M:w. "1 don't owe
anybody the loyalty to tell a lie, I den't think
he's gogood fellow. I never sald ha was a good



fellow.and s far as I'm concerned.he ien't a
Mm.xwmmmy;m
mmmmum“g@m
_v,wumm
“Wmmwmmg-u

M‘xwmw@v&ﬂxu}&wmwmm b 45 B §

clesn up his problems in the departmen
WWM‘-MMwmammm
We still used to meet mostly at Jackie's. These
are the moments when they wore making a decision
on the Aiillien / Hanchester thing which was
such a disaster,and the reason it wae was because

‘gMwawmwwMW

WM:WWMMMW
mesommwzm.&ﬁm
conversations were ever put down we'd all be put
WngMmmtmaimﬁma
Wiu&hamme@ﬂmJﬂw



o
SR
A

was pretty hysterical for a long period of time
but that pariod of time had ended now,and Bobby
had decided T had to €hink of, . + 3,¥he President
mMﬁM%M&meMQ@
the thought of running off the United States Senate
firet dbbered his hoad at that wobsmhy I'm sure

WW:&M mmrunmm&-uz

and the newppapers had mafle the Yice Presidentdal

thing a cause celebre now for a period of four
mm.ssmmumuwww

=

wn:wmml\mwmmvm

and I think mostly because Lyndon Johnson had bean
Vice Preatint which I was very Lrritated about.

The ¥ice Fresidency of the United States is the
second most powerful job in the wordd, I eadd,
"You'se brother ran in 1956, Me tried to kil
people to b 0d Vice President of the United
m.mm«-wmwo«m
mwm&;mmwamw{ don'tc
mmmwufmm*.mw&m

it to that position.” But he was just not politically




IS ;

b, - N, mpypabdtkon during thin/,«ti.m.

the President is leaning on me very M‘vi&x

and § think he thought Imttnculyomof
‘the Kennedy pecple that at least he could trust
my word., He may not like me. ffhoodore Q?
Sorensen ,{;eaanod by them. /Arthur M., Jry/
Schlesinger resigned by then. The only ones he
had any confidence in really were fmrcme PJ

O'Brien and myself and / Richard J./ Dick MeGuire. o -

was then Treasurer of the National Cmttte?md
Ithihktmmm“bemmwmnﬂm
“Why don’t O'Donnell and O'Brien leave”. That's
human nature. But #iohnson's ralati.m{hip and \
mine is prettiy good. He kept zmmm{;ﬁ@ I

go over to the National Committee and I kept very
frankly, usually after we'd have a few drinks at
night about n&u o'elod;/.\w used to go in and have

a few drinks, and Itol‘dhinuhurandomagain.

I think he'd say that if anyone were to ask him,

if Bobby Kennedy ddeided to run for Vice Predident
’Ln a dirvect confrontation with the President of the



«13=«f

o fé‘v

itea Btatu;;{ﬂii I would have to reaign from
the White House and go to work with Bobby Rennedy
because that's where my loyalty would be. I would

. recommend against a; so,.“tm.'.md didn't want

‘to be placed in a position where I'm at the

- e ——

National Committes talking t6 / Richard J,/ Dick
Daley and Jess Uaruh and Afiliss a.,tari Billy
%-»w my friends\and the President might in
fairness think I was talking about somthing other
than his mm%u@ it was too much of a
compromise upon me, I m being selfish about it,
I told Bobby the same thing,that I'm just not
goiagtonitmmmshu'aqemwruﬁ@)
we're going to make a clean cut, He didn't wa/tv.
to run, !@amnym*twmwrum(mm't
want to be'Viea President of the United m/v
and hﬁi\;i&'; fedl that ﬁc could associate

W &m Johauon,«ffn that basis. He didn't
w“m jnbmj.w He thought it would

nlm



=13« P

Loy

to me somewhere between April and May Mg& t.mwm:/
homnyaaéouphinu&ndhtwai)amm
the Smu,;andwhadam}}agathhmm
mathy. mwﬁlmooumwy
clearly,I think / Frederick G,/ Fred Dutton was

W‘, @umq,?stm Smith was there,
Zﬁdurd M. xemdx‘}'.ify was there, Larry O'Brien .

and myself. They were alle Teddy was the strongest—
Bobby ought to run for the Senate, Teddy had
three of four dumazom‘r;; the matter that Bobby
just couldn’t-- he had to get out and sun for the
Senate. It was very clear he could have the nomina-
tion for the Senate anytime he wanted it because the
leaders uptthere felt he was the only ome that could
win, very properly, they were corsect. And there's
a lot of background manuevering going on bestween
/Robert J.7 Wagner and cther people who don't want
Bobby in Hew York.most of which I'm privy to and
wmchthialmy; said, "I'm wiugwtonmffo
don't fool around on that score.” But I don't think
there's any question he could have the nomination



‘,A
Abgh

4=

Mmmn.fmtw!wﬂm:wntuw S

and O'Brien and I mudwmbbyg)nohbywu
morose, he didn't want either one of them to be
frank with you., He just didn't know mu
wamm we, I think I, prevailed upon him
mx the tmﬁif we didn't do something to hold
mm&ﬁmﬁw in the dealing for the
Vice President, &fiat we'd going to end up with

a John cemu;f or the President'g going to pick
mome Mickey Moun he doesn't want any Vice

f

mmmmmuwmwmmmm*a

/N
mmmm,mm*dmmumwmtww
an wug&&m to our constituency in the
Democratic Mm is the liberal wing of the
Mymwmmtmafwswsmmm
minn Lor;km hnppm. w‘: seen what happens.
Teddy was against it, Steve was against n; Dutton,.
as I recall-was reasonably silent, Burke Marshall )
may have been there. Bobby was. . « « But he finally

camdmﬂthug,mnhmm“mwm



,-éf

hismtreatbomimtiea};pth&tmtam
az-unmmmmmmmm
dropping bon mots all ovef down about who was

- -o‘(’}.j/? g
going to Vice President.from /Bugene Jg/ /fucmw

to Shrivery the whole purpose of itmgn to get rid
of Bobby, mmmmmnw@nﬂmm
to anncunos for the Semate, get him the hell out
of the ball game and then Johnson would have done
mthowugain;to&omway. And Bobby
dutifully remained silent. 3/9 Johnson finally is
in a postion where he's got to make the desiséon
muf,}mmﬁuzyn&'mmm is the sure
nowdnee, lLyndon Johnson told me himself, he said,
"Look it, 1£IMWM(;'HMM£11‘“
guy to ask him, We'll wait around and look st this
situation. If I can't win the election without a
Mymmuw'umwmm
M.~1‘EMMM-;WIM'tmw
goM&Mﬁmhidebanyiﬁ
I can help it. I'd Rike to be President Johnson.""
Which I thought was very fair, mmhmta)m



16

IWWW@}}.WMth the
way to Bill Green's funeral in December of 1964,
EtheXlwas there. And now he's sure he can't lose.
He's afraid otﬁiuiw wj Seranton. He's afraid
oamumumtqmw*ammm
umumumymmmmtm'
mmimmu,eamm...fm
it became clear it was going to be Goldwatex, his
pommmmqgmmmamw
he wante now for Vice President, G, he called
Bobby over to the White House. This was the
showdown. I left the White House and went over
to the Sans Souci restamsant. Mr. O'Bréén and I
sat thers,snd Bobby had his confraentation with
the President for vhich there are two different
vmiwmaMMQmmwmmsm/.,
mmhaaaerwummmuwm\mm
mawwme@mmest
was the President of the United States calling me
and said, "I just talked to your friend and told him
m'sm}qmwmwwiuamm.'gﬁm



) T

MWMMMMWIMA,
Mr. President, mmmf{& sitting now
withthe Attorney Heneral of the United sut.umo
xw*tmmmwmamm&

my mouth at the same time now." He said, “"Oh fine,
Wmmmzha&}mhﬁawkﬁthm
on the statement." So I wamt over and sat down
ﬁthmmmmmmumwmg_
and Bobby told me the exact opposite. /And then

we wrote the statement, I wepte the statement, which
was the great historical mm%w knowked the
M¢cmm‘mm¢wymwmmo£m
way not o knock Bobby out,so we put in everybody
fmmmw....mmwmzm_/
Rusk and these guys all over the country and said
“You're not a candidate! and they all said, I never
knew I was.," xtmam,nmey.m&hat't
mwy!tmmditmmxy But the stories on
mmm..../sgattymmmmw
woote about it afterwards. He took them upstairs

and tallced about Bobby licking his lipm and all that



O' DONNELL:

sort of stuff, He taped the conversation, Johnson,
tmm'smqm%gmxmwmm
mmmm.'ﬁ.-amwmmm
ywwknjudgcmuummxy.',:ndx'um
hedi%;ax‘nmmam'nmsiommmw
one. Mmtmmwtm Mhbymw/‘
xummtmam%mﬁ
afzwawmtmmgm."mmm
Wmtm.'xmm i 4 4 1tm‘;km"
Kmnnﬂyd’mfwm

*Alright,-
Wumoimjmwmm,}u it
ultimately emerges lnmmumfuu Hubert is

the first to know because it was Hubert and I head to

head as we had these conversations with the President .

but anywoyees «

mmmam’;w*nwmrg
.

%thmtwmdymmyzmﬁmitmrm

after that.

Yeah, afld that dayjas a matber of !mgaswh is



wl9-

wtabe vhat you're doiflg at the mament .
that day the President mittodhiwtnm};rt
me.;ndﬂntnig&&lgutaoallfmw
Wgwmwmxmmm
Wl@nrw’/ﬁoh&dammﬁgﬁ

I said to Rubert Humphrey, "You're going to be next.
He d@oesn't want any liberal on ghe ticket. He wants
mmwithnmﬁtmmyottheirgm'aan
inmemnmmoﬂywmgwmt'sgma
constituency is y\wr,and if you got a constiunucy/
you'd better gcoutaadget 1§§wmich ma.nsyon
better gotto George Meany and go to Walter Reuther
andqomamcomayaMQototMemm'u
MWWWymﬂmemmlm
thbomdm,\;n'agcmwme
tmmmmwmmwnmmmu
tamwmrninguﬁﬂatlnnammu,;tooktor

a grain of mewmmmngmxmmwy
.wym.amtamy. Bobby went up the next
day to see Hubert Hwuphrey and told him he was for
him which was on TW., radio, they took pictures

a.m‘ix everything else that he was @Sapporting Hubert



i s

Mumphrey, MWe talked spasmofically pow he'se
mmmwm'nm.ma
mwmmdn;wmmmwm@
thmzmwmemm
wtvam@eitm one of the great
services that RobbettRennedy ever did for the
MMMaa&Mia%;Whmmm
knocking his brains out. He wouldn't have taken
the Vice Presidency if they gave it to him on s~
byt he yuas doing whet we had asked hin to do, and
ﬁm*tjmmaxmwnmmmm |
mmws\wmmz Bdbby
mnaw)@mum)mwgumw-dm
Hunphrey and Bobby played the game perfectly and
got murdered for it, then and afterwards,.
mﬂ”mmw%mﬁ?‘¢%
thie are in o/this? D they know the game, 4¢ being

played hore? 4



e T .

@1~
O DOMNELL 3 m\emn’g?\gmm He's left tht;\#i%a
and was writing the book. He was down,the @ape /-
s Sorensen is totallys + » » Jut Srensasi'smever
~fov poliffbal. He was out, Fred Dutton knows it,
Ted Kepundy knows it. Rteve Smith knew it. Larvy
O'Brien kmew it. Hubert Humphray knows it. I know
it. Jeck Comway knows it. Walter Reuther knows
it., %e were mocting very regularly. Bobby was
the weapon but he was not in on most of the
mmwxw about how we were going
wmmmm%mxmtmam
mmmmmwmwm
wm,@m:muwkmmmm@
told mo I coudd. maw,mmuw.
wwﬂmmmmn@raww
Bobby's out of it pretty much. I think he announced
just before the CGonvention. He had a reception in

#fi’w

mm«mwmmnmwm

wa

MaMwmmmW
I'd always told him he had the nomination anyway.




HACKMAN:

O'DONNELL:

22w

He could wait thil the last minute. They wanted
him, He dédn't want them. He vas the only
candidate that could be elected to the United
States Senate,and they wanted a Senator, and he
vaen's aligidle swetitmianily o yau Ser
Govermor so it didan't make any difference. He only
had one choles.

Were there other things he was @nterested ¥n? wWould
he have baen interested in Governor?

I think he would have heen more interested in
ewawemmyu&;mawmawmozm
State of New York, You have to live five years in
mm&aaMbQumiWM)gabﬂw

no choiad‘f'iw either ran for the swaw or he
rotired gz*wmliﬁ.cs. We talked ateadily thwrough
that period of time. We was never happy to he a
candidate. He wasn't dure of himself as a candidate.
Ee hated %o be trading on the Kennedy name as a
condidate, but he had decided.and he went back to



t

New York as soon as the Convention was over. I
don't think I saw him again unkil he was elected.
I talked to him on the phone guite often, I then
mawmmmmwcu-fmm
Executive Director of the National Comdttee/ -
and he and I in that guise talked quite often,

I sent a lot of people up to work for Bobby in
Yew York, most all of the old Kemnedy crwd
want up there, We raised some money for him, But
he ran his owm campaign, Steve and those fellows,
Really the next time ¥ saw him was after the
election whan he was in the United States Senate.

Dyring that lNew York Senate campaign, can yon
vemmaber getting invelved at all in any problems

O*'DOMNEBLL

people?

Oh yeah, They were fighting like mad, fighting like
mad,which was the only role that I veally played
MWM‘WMM#WWWM



needed me, Frankly, Johnson had great confidence
in me, I set up ths c “tizens for Kenned

J

and they fought tooth and nail. Steve Smith was
mxtﬁmqymwmmw;gmmp@
/@mw_gawm@mmm
uummwmwmmm
Wwﬁ%mmm&mm
the way. He was in toguble with the Nogroos and
hammuw»umsma%%mm
tmmwnmmummmmmmm
Jows . nm«mematmwwm

Martin said to me one dayy I had /Andrey 7
H?.wmr up there working with the Neg

mmly,\u Executive Directiy meM»w -~
m'aammmmml\xmaum
to intervene with our people anywhere we choose o,
monsy or any other wmy,and I wes Bever called on )
»1WﬁmMiMMMWM
day and emdfised me of dolng it\and called Johnson

ewnry fiftesn aum,\;m Mm\




Abe Portas every half hour and cilled Walter
mmwmmmmw%nmmmyﬂ
wztam*umwm&mmm
in the White Mouse were for Dobbysthey all liked ~
| By, tharyouwrg fellove, ﬁmmmw |
;wmmwmwamm
ma«mmmawwmﬁ
mmzwxammam%m,mm

£ight with Bob ﬂmwm‘m»m
smomo..éaltwwhwam@fum
setting up the campaign. They didn't want to have
awmmwomdwm
the Citizens for Keating, Democrats for Keating,
mmmMmemMMM

- of the Democratic

mwmwm,\mmmu w-m(
@/sp?&aoamrwmm\nme.w
, A as




1 \r«_.w.’
B il
LA

jw&%my.mymwﬁmmmzxsa

postiion of power,snd palitionl pecpleybeing
mnumme@mﬂmwmm
mhuwwm&ly Again, another one of
Bobby's disfllusiomments, I could have seen it

from nine thoudand miles, It's my msuucgw

they really tried to give it to him.and they
)
Just 1dn*t take a Citizens for Hennedy-Johnaon

~

Humphrey zmwwmmmmm

| inWWMmMM?‘MWM&

npmﬂwthﬂ%mmmmu

me is, }w axid, "In the 1960 campailgn

do it." And he sald, “Bobby Xennedy was running it,
any looaly figures m&;imums w/am.m-

You just want to change the rules.” I said,"Yeah,

we do,we want to change the rules.” Bobby and I |

Ma)mo&amw&. I got an agreement

“26w

mamw@&%ﬂxhﬁﬁm&%a

b

i "'WIM&WDIMM&MWM,I

z.g@ammqwmmuﬂm

s
o
o b D

-t
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&
being what it is it must have been about sis

o'emznmmm%llem P

A ipid

- 1 said,"Bobby, the trouble is wzgmiw your

rules,and it's Mymtotiqwg@ym
o -

hope we really got is a guy that your guys are

m&mmmmpm'mwm

braing that's Bob Wagner £ind I think I ean get

Wagner S0 go along, Bverybody's knocking his

Mt 022 and Wiy Sou’t you Aenve 4he ma alows. I
find him a pretty good guy.” So'I £lew back to

New York end ve had » meeting st Megner's howse,

Robert Kennedy is at the meeting?

o, Steve Smith was atmmm_mitm
Steve got in aﬁiq&@n:ml%@hm

another Conmitteej have a Johnson Committee and you've
got the Xe ating problem and everything else but if
m&ttmcwr‘ﬂmwwwhm
amongst ourselves,” ﬂn?‘mm I never heard
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two words from, but I knew Weisl was acting as
his agent. Weisl’s son now is—and that was Eddie
Weisl’s lone ambition in life is to take care of

“that kid that he finally planted in the Justice

Department. So anyway, that problem we solved.
Okay, now we come to scheduling which is really
my primary function and we schedule the
President. Now I send up all the advanced men to
schedule. My brother, Warren O’Donnell, was in
charge of it for the President and a fellow named
Matty Ryan, who’s a District Attorney from
Hampden County, was with my brother and we had
about ten guys down there, and their job was to
take care of Bobby and to make sure any time
Johnson was there that Bobby was there if Bobby
wanted to be there. They did Pennsylvania and New
York and a lot of these other places. So we
weren’'t trying to cheat the President any, he was
the Democratic Candidate, but we knew that there
were those people up there, whether the President
liked it or knew it or not, were trying to give
it to Bobby whatever the



2 G

hell they did, Johnson is going to beat Goldwater
wwymumwm»Manmw
mmmmm.wnmm@
well as a matter of m,cmyfhm Eddie wouxwr
mwwmmmmwmaaw

one night, Matty Ryan and my brother, My brother
mmmmmyw;mmms,\m
wmmufhekmmvxmmwm
Weisl is not a very pretemtious fellow. He finally
um&mmnmtp;mmm@wwxdmham
in physical fear of his life over the visit of Bobby
wa\mww@wmuzmn
muw@wmmmwmmm
is about the last week of the campaign.and they're
pmtmmmienkmm.;y\umuu
exposureand Welsl is resisting wu\ épy threatensd
mmmmmz/\mmmxuamhwm
m,mmmicmnuw,mmp & waste
of the President's time and the Pm&h% tired
and, you know, I said, “Can't I be a mo\ea
Ikm;wmcabmtitthanmda.?w'n jm
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d —75
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!5 ’asl
in New York."” SO his father called Lyndon Johnson,

xmummmwgmmma
me and said, "Kenny, I don't mind doing everything
for Bobby Kennedy. I know you're working for Bobby
annmldh@;sz'tmww:an
day campaigning for him, You've got me all over the
city of New York."” And I said to him, "Mr. President,
mzhotmnxviﬁamfxdm‘tmunnd-m.
'nmmmmmwmw.mum
wmm@uxmm«man
wMMtutwm%m'nmmmM£
alone because m'mgoiwmgwinmymy_@m
MMaum.memM‘n
Wmuxmmaumufmwm
m/mamuam@:wmumam
of a lot better to go by himself.” "You did,” 1 said,
C "Yup.” He didnjt want to do that, He didn't want to
do that at all. If there was going to be any orowd
Wwwimtew‘ aﬁm«.mm
xiwmthmewimm. Bokby then wins
mmmmmmmmm. ;xrmd%'t

)
L]



8’ DOMNELL:

have our own fellows in there they would have
gtmmmmﬁmm;mnaganm
President was in it all the way but the fellows
mmrﬂwwumémtbw

£ Gt

no way to transmit his M«ﬁAh‘ didn’t dare

fight with me at this moment, It all worked aut

gine. Tt all worked out fine.

maammw:{?umwwwn

and help Robert Kermedy or is this important at
allnttl;grpaint?

well, I'1l tell you. It's not &mportant at all st
that point because ncbody's interested in the
Vice president pumber one and as I sald m
strangely enough Johnson was so Strong and
Goldwater was 50 weak with these groups shat are
so influential in a New York campaign. If you
anmnwmmmwn,

~his greht strength was upe-state. mmm.v;ay

mummsmwm*t. He dién't do
mwmnﬂmmwmmcuy.mm
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¥onderfully to win but I mean compared to vhat
| a Democrat running that kind of a fight i8. « « «
BVt Bumphrey wasnfit involved whatscever Humphfey
had more trouble involving himself with Johnson
than he did with us because Johnson wouldn't give
Hwephrey the right time. /Rsbert 7 Bob Short,
who was then ruwming Humphrey-- we used to have
a staff meeting every day in John Bailey's office
amiInmnt‘?ﬂéi&;n#@tofwtmuymu
save Humphrey from being thrown out the window
© canse they weren't going to give mm
He wasn't going on television and the maident
didn't want anybody to know that there was such
‘a thing so he was never involved. It was strictly
between that little group who had been when Hohn
Kennedy was President (&. Ed Weisl, I think was
the only delegate in New York that voted for Hohnson
for President. Mow suddenly he's the National
Comunitteeman. As a matter of fact I tried to stop
him being National Committeemans. I called Wagner
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in Atlantic City and sidd, "You kmow thatds Just.). . .
Jfoutre looking for af@h&.W&:M%h

the nominee." And Wagner gob med as hell and we
/Q)mwzmmmw/mwm

S

’ —r A
HACKAMY  What about the problems with the blacks in 58
campaign? Is there anybody you et pereonally
involved with that you/try to break loose?

O’ DOHNELL: m.wmmmwmm:@)‘mﬁmm
thers all through the campaigny) Louie Martin .
mmmmmymwmm
W%WMWWWM
mmmsz.m’smmm
black pelitician probally intthe United States of
Mwmmww We worked wp
m.mmmmm.wmm
ever told me to do, I did because he knows nine

WWWWW:WW&O
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but he wes up there. and Andy was up there and they
mnmimuc;ﬁthymmu\n
”":‘fmm:ummmmmmwmm
@'mmwmmwza&*t
mﬁg»mmmmwmmg The
Jewish groups, his father's W,Mw
really were able to plalsitthat stuff in there, They
mmmmmoﬁmww

mag&imtw4mynﬁllmmmm
comainity bscause 6D their soeial relsticnshipe
have been so close through the civil rights
movenment for these years. I don't think it was
the blacks, I think it was the liberal Jewish
commnity ¥ influence within the black commnity

emerges.’ But anyway he won. He's now the Senator
and the next conversation I had conwerning him was
& call from LynSon Baines Johnson. he called me in



December of 1964, I was at my desk at the White
mgmxmmmmqewrmmwa
vacation. g.ammxmmwac.zm
"I‘m going to Dlorida for two weeks.” He said, “"wWell,
I want to talk to you about the make-dp of the
govermsmmt,” He said, “We've got some plawes we
'mwﬂn,kwxmm before
you go." I said, “Well, what ave we talking about,”
He sald, “Mumber one, the Attorney General of the
United States." He said, "Now, /1 Wu/&h&?

¥ennedy to be #rying to handle two jobs at once -
and that's vhat he'd be doing, He'd be the
Attomney General whether you like it or not bhecauso
miok's o nice boy but he's Just going to o what
mmm«éw'amz'mwa;n'
Bobby's wgﬂmm«m.wm think we ought
wmwamwmﬁmnmmw
wwmmmm/ammir/“x said,

e
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w'smmxsmmmw. President.,” I'm
leaving amyway xwmwwmum

timg but I said, "That's your decision to make.”

He said, "m.xmmwmuﬁxﬁaum
of five names that you recommend for Att aney
Genaral of the United mwwm I'1) make

-aﬁ@zmwmﬂwm.“mwm{;

I never sent him five nomoes beoause that would be
the first five guys that wouldn't get the job, He'd
fxgmxymmmmmmm

/

_Mmaxﬁ naturally we both Jnow the mm

it's jmhnmw.nm from me
to Nick Katzenbach. Mow I don't know Nick Katzenbach

st i

fmwzmtuwmmmm%x
mexmwmmm

I did tell Bobby about it.and he thought it was
vary fumy. MWMkaw
Mmmmmmmwm .
was the next, xmwmuwwmﬁma
with Bobly. IWMWWMWM}




TR

e want umm‘n'ﬁﬁ;wmm
to overtake i, A3 v go into '68Johnson hed
tmtmmmmmbmmw

popular man in the world, Be won with those
tremendous majorities. He passed all that legislation,
mmmﬂqmcuxuw e aigs
Wmmmw,wtmtm o5 seanil
wgctmwh@zmw,\wumﬁmmm
WMW‘:‘MW’MWM
last. I think thét's whare we run into our other

W:»ﬂmmmmam 1 .
mmmwwm.w,m'

the Hoffa conviction em} ﬁ; i“-?

\

-

O'DOMNELL
it ‘647 vhen Johnson was President? I don't recall.

IACKHAN: I just thought you rememibered something about
nedy's veactionito. .3 People have

talked abouts . »
,
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O'DOMNELL: Yeal, Robert Kemnedy's reaction. NMgw I was not

HACKMAN ¢

in the Department of Justice, I distinctly
remember having a conversation with Robert Xemnedy
that he was going to go to jail. There was nons
of the vhat was sort of the euphoria that has
muw&mmw It was emactly
the opposite. mmmma&nmm@
and I think Bobby'd nonr hean around a little, 1957
was one thing, seven years later Bobby had grown
up an ewful lot~and I den't think anybody exulted
avound that much, seen enough jalls, seen enough
m.wammwmfx’m‘mmuam

tmmmmaWuxMamhm
ought to pay.

QT
After you wemt back to the White House, Presidenty
wmmmn,@a ‘64814 you get at all involved
mnmwmammmmm
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in some way, mmm@ﬁwmm
oo
Mﬂ&mﬂ"mmﬁm«mmv

O'DONMELL: No. xmmm.mnmummm
Johnsony again is yuch raligned in this moment’)
mm&ummmmpw:
mmwmmwmmvmmu
am*twmwmmm@om&%@am
probably really didn't want him to be the next
President besause if you lock at what he did,-
almost every person he was really pushing Sorward
was another Catholic.end he was hoping that he would—
mwmmMmmmw
the beginning and Shriver and all these other people
MWwMMMWMMW
ymcmwmmtmﬁuwm
ummu,mxmm‘mmm
give on wither side, m’:ma%m
mwmmmmymiﬁm‘:'n
Mwiwmwutmmmzav&mm
mnzmmsﬂMhmmm
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is to a degree. They had a birthday party for
Jackie; I think it was at the P Street Club, and
Lyndon Johnson and I went uy.;barry O'Brien va;

with us, We were dressed in gmimss suits because
we were going back to the White muae We got thare/
and everyone there was in mzomu;m it was

a very important sodial event, fmns] Dillon,

m%gm nobody

even spoke to Lyndon JOhnson. He was sitting there
in rather a baggy. old suit like he always wore
anywayﬁam if you ever saw a man that was a fish

out ofuwat.ar. aMa everybody was talking to Jackie and
tosebb{/\;mmpmrmﬂmnymtomm

said, "wWould yemrmind coming back to the White

Hguse with mey, ‘Mave a drimk." I said, "Ne, I'd

love to." Sbhe and I turned around and got in the
aa:&vgymtdmam sat down and had a dozen

dsishe. T seld, "Gees, they just don't accept mes. 7{
I am the President of the Updted Statca.vi;t‘ ik
wmm that social thing just beoke apart. ";’

during thatpwiadaimﬁlthiakmwtoge
-



mzﬁwny with Bobby. T think he tried to go half
way. After thnt,\&thm to break apart, I
think the trip to Malaysia and these tmx'm
sure that Mac Bundy mgntﬁthmandmi& like
that/};ud I think the President was willing to do
\matjbe could to get Bobby out of his doldrums
'/an long as he wasn't going to be Vice President of
‘the United States,he didn't ware what he aid.

You mentioned the Shriver thing in '64. I read in
that Look miﬁw Life miexa,‘you were referring
wmlmm:awhaveywent}n radio when

Myou is calling Johmm? Can you remember
how that came up?

O'DONMELL: Yeah, that's not acourate. It's not accurate., In the

£irst place, I'm not that crude. /Theodore Hy/ Teddy
W,ite woote that. You know who told him that was
Lyndon Baines Johnson. Wha8 had happened was that
he was pushing Shriver. He probably would have
dumped STﬁm in another week, He was also telling
Gene McCarthy he wanted him. W athhe wanted to do
was get a Catholic on the ticket which would end the



Bobby problem once and for all. He was chatting with
mgpand I over and over again said to him, "You just
ca;‘t pick some one that isn't qualified.” Not that
there's something wrong with Sn'qqf\mnd Sarge could
have been great hut on the basis of his political
traeknmﬂ)ﬁnm Shriver had no more right to be

Viee President than I did, And whemnyou've got

a guy like Hubert Humphrey around and some pretty

significant tical figures around that you shart
guking! . 8o he sald to me upon that occasion,

MmﬂMWsAmwamw
Wm:aamymmmmmmvwafum

mamwmxam. “Yeah, M'samamp
If thare's wmwm-mmzcmmuma,\w
going to be a Kennedy, bona fide." #am, "xm

this ¢ muwuwm}mmnm‘

i

Sarge is a fine mzm/«ummmmmumgm
ymnewmﬂnmy- wmmmm
eight years from now,and Bobby's confined to East
Chinatown mcgia}n I stay with the guy that brung
me. I'm with Bobhy." Jz didn't push the guys button
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down, He pushed the button down.and he said to
Moyers, "Kemny's here and says you're all wet.,"”
rhummmmﬁtthmwm
told Teddy White the story the way it appears in
Teddy wWhite's book because it makes a better story
in Texas tale~telling.

vihat do you recall about Robert Kemnedy's opinion

off Shriver over the years, the '60 campalign and

Very high, Very high. Bobby Kennedy was a Kennedy
umotionally much more than I think almmoftall the
Kennedys, Ho's probably a lot like his father in
mmazt@;wzmxmthuum
a8 any outsider can know a family. If you were

a member of the family.Bobby's opinion of you was
mmmq‘mwunmmmﬁt
wag one hundred percent. wunmym
WMW&:W!M%M/\M
judged the Peace Dorps wouldn't say he took a program
and ran it pretty good. You put him in the Poverty



s

W'wm:;ﬂttwm ball game. How
you're dealing with a tough Nutorakiser Sulte.

It's a different game, But Bobby's judgement of
Shriver was always extremely high. I think Bobby
romanced by Johnson a8 a lot of guys were, a
mﬁmmamp&;&mmmovxuuqum
was really one of the. « « « If ever a guy washted
towiteaplaz;&m'nqmtlamtmwo&mm
mhmMauwmnMnmm

’md every one of mem for it.and I'm sitting

mmmmummmm/\xmmnmm
these supposedly sophlsticated politiciane buying
this stuff that's he's peddling. When he put Sarge
inttatwc/thaummymwtmmm
mmmummmmwmmm
to plant these stories. You've got Bill Moyers vho's
msw'ammmummww
muammmamxuam'
for Vice President and mbody in god's world ever
thought of SBarge u; candidate for anything up ¢o
that very moment. Now yowlwe talking about, you've just




O' DONNELL:

seen Lyndon Johnson the President of the United MQ—"

you're talking about a guy who's a hell of a nice
gwygxtywmlt'sg&tobaa!m.

Where is Moyers on this? Why isn't he telling Shriver

that’s it's a game?

mzmwummmmwm/\}m
mamnwm.mw&magm
ama%txm inamrgym thmdmuthn ‘“oare
mfmwozwmaom ﬁmmw:sm
amummem.mmamxmmaxm
friends, I got Bill Moyers his job. I felied the

mmmmmam"wﬂumﬁmm;

he'd go out of his mind, So we ware very, very friemdly

that crowd., But I know what happens with Predidents
of the United States. Whmwmm'a
always talkingmmtom‘,’@x‘ammof

his guys wmmnﬁx%m& be Jack
Kennedy's guy. Of the outsider,X'm the nicest outsider
you've gct,but I'm not one tof the family., I don't
eat amwm I wouldn't if I could &hd He still
doesn’t kwg\maat the hell's golng on with me, I
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think he made it very clear to the people arousd
nhin that he doesn't want Bobby Kenne aytand T think
Lyndon boing lyndon sees the easiest way to stop

sedy 15 to pick a relative, He got a Kennedy
that's not a Kmﬂy{}m I think Lyndon would judge
Barge pretty acourately. He's probably m;wmw
tough guy. We dossn't know an awful lot abowt polities.

He has no constituency of his own. Once he's in there
as Vice mmwm bury him without a trace or
be may offer it to him and then have him knocked

»—-?“‘m“
wmww@maﬁ)&n&mwmm

»""mem'awmwﬁ&mwa@bﬁmm
closest guy to the President, I think Bill saw
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Shriver as a.. If he could perform this coup, then
Lyndon’s going to say, “You're a very smart
politician.”

HACKMAN: A lot of people, going back to the 60’'s, talked
about Shriver and some of the mistakes he made or
his lack of knowledge in political things. Do you
know if Robert Kennedy dismissed that or if he
shared that view in ‘607?

O’ DONNELL: To be frank with you, you know, the President ran
his own campaign. And the mistakes you make are
mistakes that nobody knows about because the
President is running it, and Sarge couldn’t make
very big mistakes, because there aren’t many to
make. You make them with people. For example,
Sarge had a guy in Chicago who was just persona
non grata with the operation out there and the
guy for months and months and months until I-—
Bobby dealt with him for six months—he’s a hell
of a nice guy, but he wasn’t the man to be
dealing with out there. I finally found out by
total accident because I got friendly with the
secretary of the Cook



T

County Central Committes and I found out that we
mw&mmwmrm‘@mmm‘:wm
presidenthe sald, “sarge shouldn't be intthose

things anyway”. But Sarge did come from Chicago.

But Sarge came from the Adlal Stevenson wing, the
Wﬁmamw;’Wi}mmm

wing of the Chicago ?u—tr)hnd I told Wum the
mimste I told Bobby that was the end of it.//X thimk
tmm/M.WtMMmWw&/v
MMYéumm.mmmmyﬁ\,
mztm'agmmmamﬁzw

Sarge does a hell of a job, If dou look mt what Sadge
dzanmmmwmmmw
maw%WM}‘b@W
that's a pretty tough program., You put him in a
touwgh program like the Poverty Wﬁ” doesn't
wmmmmwmﬁammm
M fee got a tough fight golng ohm and you've
Mwm&autmhwﬁﬁtha,m&m That
just wasn't his background, I'm sure if Sarge stayed
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HACEMAN

there another two ywars,he'd Lmndu’n a smart
mtywzm'tmmmmum*w

mmm?anWMﬂmuﬂ

Yeshs I think he rather liked it., I think he rather
liked it. kmatat&mvﬁmhrw‘tv&h

it muach. IWMWM&WM
mmuwmgmmmjmxm
mmﬁ/mm%muvmmwmw
anmmmymmm
alive, He was not wihappy with it. He and I talked
about it at length. I know Iw wes very, very helpiul
to Plerre, very helpful.

What are some of the thimgs gou're thinking of when
you're saying he got involved in a lot of triviasl
things?



O'BONNELL:

BEGIN SIDE

O'DONNELL:
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Oh, I don't know. I'm jukt saying like. . . .
If you really say the Manchester book, it's not
a trivial thing, but the fact is it was done to
perpetuate a thing. And that any lawyer would
allow something to go like that, that's got to
be. . . « I resisted that thing to my eyeballs.
I refused to talk to Manchester because I knew just
where that one was going. I didn't want to argue
w:".th them about it, but I couldn't . . .
II TAPE 1I

I refused totally until Jackie finally called me.
To be frank with you, I was so damn mad because I put
a five year restriction on it which took it through
the 1968 election. That book would have come out, if
I had my druthers, this year. And he made a commit-
ment to me which I wrote a letter to the newspaper
on, too, that I didn't make any agreement with
Bobby Kennedy:; I made an agreement with Mr. Manchester
to his teeth. I got Powers to talk to him and
O'Brien, and all three of us made a verbal commitment
that nothing would happen until after the election

of 1968 because I knew what would happen with it. It

just couldn't miss. And Jackie got that commitment out



wm.xm%mmm.&m
mwmmwwwww“a
mmmmﬂmamuﬂmw

P,
totally. m:mldmhmum wasn't

mmtswtoﬁ-fxtwpwaamanaqnm

'm'nwmymeMmmwmaﬂ
to be. mmmmutmm%gmﬂ'

@mrxmw\;&sumwmw

mmmmem«wm
Manwmmtmmmhmofm

things momm‘tmym They vere

kind of silly things,

HACKMAN 3 mmmmmgm\mtmmmmtutm
pmmmmthwmmmw
wmwmswtim wrote. Can

L g r’}{“/«

PN

mmmmemlﬁmmﬂ

mmm&&d&@'t&%&wﬁi&mm&m

;

I remember them. Idm'twm'ammw&ﬂth
mtmmmuw@mmmmx'um

you anyway. The WWW}M I got it)of the Manchester

do you remember them?

& S
o ) ™
sl | % e o



story wag, number one,to say that Johnson asked
mmmwwwwthumm

‘main thrust of this situation., Now that just was

totally wntrus, And the second one is the alrplane
incident which the President tells seventy-five

.mwmummwa%m

Manchester had this thing conjured up into a thing

for example, umemxmmmgowm”
Atu

ceremony when there's a plcture of me Mim/\m

_aswmm as ice, But he had all these

things ins When I first talked to Manchester I saw
very clearly where Manchester was going this is going
to be to destroy Lyndon Johnson. I don't have any
zmzmxemam/m mmwwlm

.a Prosident of tha miud States , ywkw”\

Mmuywxsaynammmama

thought . I said, * Majw&um@w“m
go that route, + + +" IWW%WM

from the day I left the White House, That's the only

fight that man and I ever had in my life, We had a

N
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é?o" o {u 5;/,\, '“
fight the day I left. I told,Jém Rowe, wholis his
pal, X said, “Itcnmithngmsmt\a):,\z
will make any statement that the President wants.,”
mxmme'amwmt%mm
WerMi%mmt'QMM
was golng and it kind of pleased the Kennedys at
Mt%mmmwmma?
MMW“:ﬁ%wmmw
mmmmwauwwwﬁmm,;
and everything he did was suspected in some way of
beinge « « «

You said in the first interview,you made a statement .
that R#artmymm;grmmma ’
Can you recall his comments on that period when he
was in the mmwuum'e like,the Semte as

an insitution, there's not enough powere?

Yeuh, Bobby was, and his brother was before him, Was)
an action guy. Bobby wasn't interested in the rhetorie
very much and he wasn't interested in making a speech
mm.M*ammamuemmum

United States Senate, He had worked for the go-called
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Mgﬂtmm'&.mwamwwm
xnmmmmyw sat through the
mlmcamzmwu-tmamwamw
mer,/ cmwmaammmw&thw

nonentities going on endlessly and nwver getting to

mmwzwmxm@mm'nm
attwmy%mtwiagwmiwatammthwh'
Mmmwﬁmmxﬁ%m%}t
gets a little frustrating. 'Bobby Kemnedy sould have
been a United States Benator in 1960 like hweaking
sticks, All he had to do was say, "I'll take the seat.”
And he would have been a Semator in '60,but he didn't
Mm'awmtmmoam.maianwm

to be Attorney General either jﬁmmmm
ofummtmmmmwumm
Sedete um.-,&ﬂﬂn‘t}m;mm&N%

sit around and deliberate and sort of tell a few f£ibs

here and there about whwre you're really going. He

thought things were too important to do that. He and
I talkeddwhen he took the Attorney General's job. He
wos widking around Washington for hours upon a time
I was urging him to take the Somate seat in Mas




He just didn't want to be a United States Senator,
H ® brother wes aiming for the Fresidency but only
Mn!wmqwmmamwawnhumin
lssw%hnmwmamﬂwkhm’t

~ see. In 1957 he decided he danted to be President,and

*MTW

Qun vhet you'se dofng in the Semate 10+< il s aa
open shope- you're plamning.and it's sort of an
ofdilaveting thing. Doy sitting in the Sewshe

in '64 with Lyndon JW as President unti 15?2,@/
saeing «ig‘m years af. wum around with these

M@ I'm sure it m*ﬁ very frustrating

’mmssmofmmmm Senate, the power

mmmuwmhmsmymﬁwmwa

’immmtmmuummﬂm

amumujm;m&m;;mgm’u
a Semate man if you hang around and do what you're
WMMmMsmm‘unmmg

:  untidlyou get a mm that's mmus it 1m't

mulywthmm%wmsdmmumm
Matmwmm'ammm
of the United States sitting on the Hatfonal Security



Council and certainly the closest man to the President

of the United States) Yhat's prebty tough stuff,
I'm amazed he had the patience to do what he did,

HACKMAN:  Going back to '60,I know that Attorney General thing
mwwﬂm&f&mw.m”&w
vhat his worries were about becoming Attorney General
or m&ﬁu reluctance was?

j F
0'DOMMELL: Yeah, He didn't want to embarass his brother, peried.

That's it.

t Yeah. It was and is nepotism. He had not practiced
that machiand T think all the concerns that were
WSMMMMW.IWM’&&M&
mew,mmmmmemmem
mmmmﬁwcmwmwm‘mm
swmwtmnmwwmm
mwmmntgmum.wmwmwm
mmgmmm#umam@uum

Y were to get out of Washington or teke a job in the

;+tmwhutjehhttmkinm

governmment, he wvas going to place the President in

Waa;zamztwummm




O'DONMELL

O'DOMMELLs

he just was so loyal to his brother he just didste
meminmakm«d&m"\mugjjt
concerned him much, mich more than it aid JFK O

et Gisaprosaemts on Vistaan going badk o5 the
MW.IM‘&WMMm‘wM
mmmwﬂmtyw*wahc;ydanoeuw
disagreemsnts or how much you want to get into?
mywmwwpacxuugm'am;;y
it on to ‘66 ok 677

Yeah, I think so. My disagreements on Vietnam go back
to '8l,.and he wasn't very interested one way or another
at thet , g}mmzmmmm

R

C
of Mwwumw&&%mm

pericd of time of '61 to '63 and ‘64,

O'DONSELL: Yesh. I think it just became sort of a=- and to be frank

with yoy.as long as the price wasn’t as high as

[continued on proye 58]



W'“mm}m/mammuw
yvou're almost sort of playing with somethigg. Ve
den't have any combat units.and ous casualty rate
181mehdw4ntmmmwm
volunteers, We M’tmwm So you're
almast playing with a countersinsurgency plan.s#d's
mwzammummwﬁ;mxf‘mm
where a young fellow like Bobby Kennedy *d get rather
_mmmxmléimweﬂ:mm
it on a total we shoulddt be there at all hasis,
,{mwmww‘&.mmamawm
mmmtmmmmmw“
.G@@!uam"t im&wdintlﬁu umfz xm}é}{“
MM&&WWW%%M/\x

WJWmWnMH&aMﬂ

axmmy,\maammmmmummw
sayit&&én‘tmmxmmﬁ willian/
Fulbright is Mxm in that one, I dm’?tb {/ o
thdnk the military tell that many lies. I/l@i
them that big liars, I think they take you down a lot

£

WWWW@&MM“{;MM@,_J
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outrightly lie to the President of the United States .
’:mutm:mmiaammgmmm
don't do that and I know Lyndon Johnson in good
_futhmpkdttmlmmmthm
at&laumg@thlt' rather a cheap sort of reaction
mwuwm:tmjwtm%am/v
mwmmmwmm&am
wmzwm.mmmww\ﬁsm
Mwmmmmwugmxmm
mxmwwm in his own mind to the

W had
MMummmum/\wmw

thore mnd the" Wmmmm&n

might not bo true and I think betwesn 'G5 and*66 he

wmm;mmmmmwmmzw
tos » « o I had coms usder the influence,.to be frank
with you, mumber one, Sfallter Lippman, of Mike

'mmmg-ﬂrngnt*ahuumym&w

v&mwmmmmumwn%m
Bobby dosan't like to argue about thinge that he
hasn't really made wp his mind, I don't think it

-mammmuwsswmmmmmmm



HACKMAN

thimmjmt@s@luﬂly!&%&nﬁh'nwm
to have pulled off of it and just said it's wrong
because he had an involvement. Mo6t politicians
just say, mmv&wu. I'm saying I don't even

“and) I don't have snything to do with that stuff,”

Bobby was too honest to do anything like that so he
was alwayg in that ambivalent position where he'd

"1 was wrong, oo, but I'm prepared to change my mind,"
which was an honest approach to it, But we used to
;mmummmmmwﬂmm
mwmmmmm,\wwwm
WMWAWWM@
outmmmmwmamm

he wouldn't accept my theories until really, I don't
mmmmwumm;. just how
deep this thing had gotten into the American oraw,

¥hy do you think you were unable to convimge him of



61~

that., What was it that he really couldn't see?

v 4

O'Dommell: Well, I think if you look at the 1"’“% I‘g a poliucim
now the polls were not properly ml.yutyby anybody
and I think 1t's mt.ty easy to say it's just the
young mm/m are complaining about it. It's
just like being for Medical Care for the Pg.ﬂtmt
evervbhody forgot waa-myoldmha‘amm
a dam,goo@?m every kid that's in Vietnam and
the collsge kids that are camplaining,they also got
amthmam/]faﬂmawthcyﬁtagrww
a grmﬁf&ﬁwr/\gm&lly ap@aking, ao it/}jnst confine
itself to t.‘he group that was involved. it confines
itdelf to the vhole gaxmt of Ammmvmuy.

That's what politics is about. We sold Medical

Care for the weg:fiml&y persuading people that
logk it you're going to have to pay for your mother
and your tat}arﬂma you might as well do it this
way, We sold the young people. Wedidn't sell the
elderly because the lelderly people say, "Somebody's
going to take care of @“.) They don't worry about

anything., This is what I couldn't get across to him .
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Oral history with Kenneth O’Donnell, 5/6/69

[page 62]

Teddy was very influential—you know that
Massachusetts is a “hawk” state. That just isn’t
true. They had been once, but there’s not many
hawks around when you’ve got nuclear weapons
running around and the Missile Crisis kind of
scared people into what we’re really talking
about. I think that we at last had grown up as a
country to realize that the Russians are not all
stupid. After they shot that rocket into space,
these pictures of them hanging around with those
long coats on are really not quite what we’'re
talking about anymore. Just politically they
couldn’t seem to—I don’t know why they didn’t get
that. Teddy Kennedy took a poll within a month
before that. One of his friends up in Lowell,
Massachusetts said to me, “They’'re seventy
percent hawks.” Well, you know the question was
“Do we get out of Vietnam?” Nobody was for
getting out of Vietnam. The question is “Do you

like Vietnam,” “Do you like war?” That was the
question and the answer to that is “No.” And the
second question is “How do you get out,” “Does

anyone want to withdraw unilaterally?” The answer
to that,
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‘\naywvhttommdmft%ywm. $hat's
Lyndon Johnson's "You Mervous m.wgwmt to

run." “I don't want to be Nervous Nelly“. I say "No,
I don't want to he Hervous Nelly”. I might go héme
and say, "I wish to hell I was a Nervous Nelly’ but
Im‘tmwawitmmﬁmwﬁy
people and that's vhat's wwong with the poll. The poll
want to a guy and saild, "Are you a coward.” mm
guy said, n?; Oh, no.” Bt when he left W
vas & coward, fe probably had a kid twenty years
omw%mmm'tmmmmmwu
going on in Vietnam. Bobby became convinced that it
ood it as totally as they did until New Hampehive.
Which I think is not true of Bobby Kemmedy, it's true

- >

aﬁmﬁéﬁmwm. . s .::Z;aam
before because I felt it emotionally. I could have

mwmumwifxm”mwﬁ&mﬁv

:M'twmeQﬁXM’kmd
Ltmimx I wasn't sure of it, I just felt ttc—mt
Wammy:mmu.:mm;m



~Ehat) showed that they wanted to get out of Vietnam.
I think if you tzke a and sgy, "Do you
vant gouwelthiraw wnitaterally from Vietnmi?. I thimk

—

HACKMAN:  Before he came around to your viewpolint thep in '68
| Igm@%ldhmmmm&ngtmw
| “on the Gther side that was partioularly influential

ﬂﬁh&me&mM?

O'DOMMELL: No. I think it was unspoken between. . » « We never
got that desp into it $o be frank with you., There'd

i felt. It wvasn't like having an argument anymore.

f But I don't think there's any guestion that M

| WW&R&&&MWMMWEMW

had a commitment to a thing. Bob Malemara, now with

| ¢ bit in mind, he couldn't believe it was right, couldn't

but he didn't dare believe it was wrong. I'll tell

| you my whole Pudgedent of the whole group, There's

! |

| only one man I have total, absolute, one hunfired

iy



Wmmmiamméq@weknm L
supported it, detended it,and believed it to this very
second, He could be right. He could be right. He's
amxommmamumg@um

‘backed e?.f;/& didn't vhisper to any reporters and

say, w:-.:mam*tmu@nmmwu@
YMWMWW’MWM’“M“
gW/WWWAzWyM
mammttxwtmmuym*tmm
it, Well, they should have quite ¥ think that's one
of the most dishonorable things in our eociety, iIf
mm'twmm'mmwm

'tzogahm;;&;aame!mm;mg

wax,mﬁmm@ww a host of them
that aidn't agree with Jwight D/ Eisenhower's
buggttory decision.and they resigned and got somebody
mmm«am:mmmmww.

I just don't believe these guys~-~ I think they got
WWMWMMA:WM

Wmmmawmtmmgw&mw
itsmimm%&mfxmmmwmm



HACKMN:

O "DOIMIELL:

a two year old kid to fall for that, I don't know
mmywemm.mu*aamm.
Rusk, he bolieves this with a papsion, thatmif
Vistnwn falls that of Asia's going to go wnder ,,
wwﬁ tn Wadkiki Beach in the
m&mwmmumxwwammm
didn't believe. That you take your hat off to,
mmmmmmmjmumm.

Did Robexrt mg’ ever make any comnments that you
oanmumnﬂmumdomm give this kind

of speech, the McNamaraa thing or Mawell Taylor,

the whole political courage thing or political honesty?

Bobby wag a very complex guy. Whan you get all through
with this and you read all of the fellows talking
MW}(&’mmmﬁmmmamym
gellow, He had extrems loyalties also he never would
mmm.’mmn@um‘m
cames out as the cold, ruthless Bobby Kemnedy b was the
1mmyzmmmmcwmm
M&M&wmm@ x'w/minmym
mwuuamum&mmwmb
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Oral history with Kenneth O’Donnell, 5/6/69

[page 67]

I'm pretty hard on a guy. When I thought a guy
made a mistake, I was pretty tough about it. I
really didn’t want to give him a second chance.
Bobby’d give you a second chance every time. He
could think of more reasons why [Robert] Bob
McNamara did something or [McGeorge] Mac Bundy or
[Maxwell] Max Taylor, or anybody that was his
friend than you could ever shake a stick at, and
he would get very angry and you lost all ability
to discuss with him, particularly if it was a
petty situation. But it was very difficult to.. It
was of no interest to me, so I didn’t get into
it. But if I said Bob McNamara, which I used to
say, Bob McNamara was a great robot for JFK and
he was a menace to Lyndon Johnson because Johnson
didn’t know what the hell he was talking about
most of the time. Bobby didn’t like someone like
Rusk—well, he didn’'t understand someone like
Rusk. Rusk was quiet all the time. Once he
decided he liked somebody, if it was me, I don’t
think anybody could say a word about me if I did
the worst possible things in the world. Pierre
Salinger took Bobby Kennedy down the garden



mmmmwﬁtmzwmrwmwvu

a kid, this is 1957. Thisc is Babiy Kenmé@y, We had

an irrvestigatioaﬁgow the Committee is all wy thn
bill is vritm',;nd the belting that every comaittes
of the Comma e;f the United States ever took since
Jog MeCarthy's time is “You'wre just trying to get
headlines." ind we very capably I think-persuaded

the people , "we're trying to get lag.tsm passed,"”
that's the only reason the me.m -xisuix}i out

of the MoClellan COomaittee hsarings they passed tle
.Wma Aot of m/\ so¥ou've now acoomplished
yoxn'ym:pose Bobby Kennedy had made himself a national
hero. John MeClellan iskdamowm as Mister Clean throughe
outﬂwmldandm’mgm.abiummm

which really promhly gaved ﬂa/ Labor movement from
 destruction. Now you get all mm I'm anclous

to get in tha

7 .3

bt I sald, )fm'a wrap it up. Ym'mawmgct/
om;“/?imamin.i'm}mﬂawdmin
 Houston, Texas/or someplace about a guy who tried

to kill a guy in the Bollermakers union, I said,

nmiehmy have prejudiced me



et ad

—. = Al gorger it |
“Look /g r&do!thnodpu The bill's W

e &

that'd 1llegal vhen you try £o kill somsong,yhether
mm@mamwwhmw/ﬁatu
illegal.” By God Plerre Bold him, It had a lot of
sex appeal to it\and there'd be another hearing,
wammmm@wxmaawmmm

afitwmux‘mxm'~ﬁﬂmm
Mm&%mmmq&mmuyf

"You guya, you just were in there for lwadlines

after it's all said and done.” inwmm.
The guy gets up and testifies how the guy took the

gmmaxﬂﬁiﬂ%%h&w&u&gwmﬁ» i

camers in the country is on it. MeClellan loves
that stufif, He's g¢he greatest showman of all time.
nmymmuxﬁmwgwmmwm&mmx
Mthuyiuumm:muﬁom It was
a ridiculous thing. Well, the guy gets up who'd
ﬁumwmmﬁmmwmwm
m@ﬂthawmmwwmew
denies 1w said, "Did you do 1&"(,%. "You're

m:-oathagf} he goes through that melodramativ
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: baloney/\gnd McClellan pointed his finger at him

and said, "If you didn't do it will you take a lie
detector test.” And the guy said, "I'd love to."

¥ f'r fa/ /w;r j
/He said, “ Ye They take him over to the Numy

laboratory mﬂ/natmuy,\scur witness flunks, He's a

liar. The whole thing blws EP Thés is the first

black eye they've aver ha s?/w went out that n.tght/«
and I said, "Bobby, Pierre belongs in show business.
He's in the wrong racket." You know, 80 he goes all
through it. Plerre's his best frien;. "Poor Pierre}

poor Plerre, we all make mistikes. You're not perfect
either you know, You've made a few mistakes.” And from
then on Plerre couldn't do anything wrong. He always

folt. sorryforhim. "Poor Pierrve, . mmm
xfm@got screwed up on that thing. \/ant that was

Bobby, And he'd say the same thing today if you maid
todayiMax Taylor gave you some bum advia&:. “Oh, we

all make mistakes."” Once he got to like samebody, forget
it. If you got a weakness, that's his weakncss,?ut that's
a pretty nice weakness to have 1£youv.gottohavoom.
B t he had this outrageous Loynlty.@ go in and



O'DONNELLs

“Tle

have a fight with the President of the United States
over Paul mx@/ﬁm's got to be outrageous. From
your own Win%m Bust don't do things like that .
but he'd do that.

The whole Corbin thing is very strange and a number

of peaple have talked ahout.nmwdoy;amt

for his attraction for Corbin and his working relation-
ship over time?

I think it's one of tha only mysteries that anybody
knows ml?.y totally about Bobby Kennedy. Bobby
Kennedy's/ relationship with Lyndon Johngson ended

up being fwtally beclouded by that argument, and i

must say ‘LyrAm: Johnson was absolbtely riagh;
absolutely right. All he said was, "If he such a

good fanugkyon pay him. I don't want to pay him.

He's armm knocking my head off from one end
ofwmmwmmmmmmmm;u
and I never met the b@mayu;:@wma I 3
have him én my pmané That's all I'm ;akinq is get
him off my payroll, I don't what to have to with

my money have the guy out knocking my brains out,”



O’ DONNELLs

-T2«

“Jesus, Bobby wasn't going to be disloyal to Corbin.

ppywmbqrthinuzarmxuﬁuinm‘wf«

;mawnmatmonpwmrMMpm

about? :

He came on with me., He came on with me., I went out

and lived in wisconsin. Bob never met Corbin in his

life. I don't know where Corbin came from. The férst

time I met Paul Corbin in my life was they were having
Kennedy

a meeting as to who would be tho/\dolagaw to the

filed on the slate 4nd our headquarters in W sconsin.

Ivan Nestingen, Jerry Bruno and I were thcro()m they

had a vote on COrbin and I thim I think the vote was fifty-nine

to one agadinst thém. Everybody else is getting forty-

twenty, and he's fifty-nine to one. That's a protty‘

umaim decision right then and thamm I said,

"I don't know who he 1s¢cut whoever he i%} don't

want to ever see him ugain' And I don't know what

happened. I was out traveling with the me

I never saw Paul Corbin again ﬁa,nd then we m.i.'v;

in West V:lrginia,;aud all of a ;u&don Paul Corbin arrived



73~

in West Virginia. He was a friend of /Patrick Js/

Pat Lucey. Bobby liked Pat Lucey. BYt I don't

know where he ever came from. We never saw him

again, The PResident couldn't stand him but we
nemmtboqayagmucnguwtivad.now

to knock the President's brains out. He used to tell
tﬁo press Bobby was really ?roumﬂ)nd The President
was just sort of bmuyhrmmd the White House,
driving around in big cars.and Bobby made all the

ran an article on it. I flixadvm thme times myself
at the request of the Prcaidgt. Bobby ended up/{ 1
paying him, But I don't xn%?ut that's part 057@
blind loyalty this guy ha%eme he decided you were
his fri%that.‘s it. PRés forgiveness, he'd forgive
a guy juatukathat. mehiswhyztmwmnd
such a loyal staff around him., Bobby was tough as

a son of agunox;%mﬁ:mt they all knew that he'd
smmmuwminmammul
knew that 1£ thay made a xaiataka,Ju'd blast their
theads off but/? Aom't. think he ever fired anybody
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in his vwhole uta/uyau know. You can go back and

loock at bbbyfﬁ“n.’o? on, I don't know anybody that
aowymmymrum“mmuamm

of food in his life.  Now his brothor r:n?vyhﬁ o
that at all. If you couldn't do the jab,/l See you
latey; fellows., I got problems.” Bobby, very
compassionate. We used to con him. If you wanted

to get a guy a joé(;tw I told you last time

about it. I sent him over a fellow from the Justice

AR :A"W

Department. We wouldn't hire aaywy/}@ the Justice
Department at the White House because they were all
apblitical, Bobby had more apolitical people in the
mw we couldn't live with them. One d:{ﬂ
felbow wants a job on one of mﬁmmﬁ@
Bohbyﬂx know,\aoean‘t care much for hinﬂ)!- thinks he's
lazy, qct.uauy,h& ien't dasy he's a politicien. M.
"“You just go ovar and u;n. W you got five kida,u
myoumaamemy@gawmautuom
story.” Fiftean aunutna latar the phom rang, “
g'mtoukemreofthhguyy;\mmulktom

President and see if you can't, put on thi.n/dmuum.



I understand there's an opening., He's got five kids
awﬁgm/mu wife's sick." You never heard such

-
claptrap in your life. That was Bobby.

HACKMMN: Bid you fresmently ask him to take people like this?

O'DONNELL: No. The Justice Department was a kingdom of its owmg- *° -

L

They ran their own department. It's the only department -
in the government that we had no influence in, The
.onlydcuingaxmrhadwithmmpmmwm
in my life would be judges, United States Attorneys.
Thyrmlymrrmmmtwﬁdtouowﬁrud@
tMtwmmmuWatdl.MMWt
yougao&rtmdpiaxmw,mz&.ﬁﬁm
mmd&m'tmemtmm'aanmttw
meudhimwmwmu/\qwm
mmwmtmmﬁmmmmsmtw.
“Thanks a million m-m:ugs.gm.mn mmw
fellow." And we spent ahwtﬁmt‘j;ntaﬁ:n of
w@:timtryingtowlﬂmmta;/m&ww

dug themselves into. Bobby understood u,amﬁ
you got below him it just became. . « « which is wiy
mymmg&mum;toomgmtw“.w

f'
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-
were all honest, decent guys put I mean we'swe got
to live in the wrldw).w:iamthsrmxm
itormgﬁim Pmmmt. of the United States
dmntjmmvahmumwgmhm
about ten departments andl he's got a wagfwbth
the Soviet Union and h'smm# mu/ynnd
ho/w-... ..Mwwmuxwmm
mttmmmearthm
rest of us were all sort of hanging around on the
edges somevhere. They caused us great concern., If
ymgmnméamﬂhumyaomm::imwdn
Buhbnjanﬁ Bobby'é see it in two seconds flat what the
mhlummﬂttvm&lbuallmx}?xtmw
to hate to be callirng the Atborney General every
ﬁttymimmmx I used to say to him, "Do I have
wa?m’tmmmwith‘m
do it? You xmmm*amthmﬁ/ mmwﬂu
last of the ninth every time with the bases loaded, I'd
1ike to get in some day when®e first batters up.”
You start with a /Byron Re/ Whizzer Wpite and you got

Bype

[/
H
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Oral history with Kenneth O’Donnell, 5/6/69

[page 77]

HACKMAN :

O’ DONNELL:

Yeah. This is the whole thing of appointing
Republicans and all this in the early days.
Right?

Yeah. They just had nothing to do with politics,
and in the first place, you’d end up appointing
guys that didn’t know what they were talking
about. [Byron] Whizzer White, Whizzer didn’t know
what you were talking about. I’'ve got to live
with [Robert S.] Bob Kerr, whether you like it or
not and whether you like Bob Kerr or not, he
happens to be Chairman of the Finance Committee.
We’'re in a depression, we’re trying to get out,
we’'ve got to get certain bills, you know—we’ve
got to live with him. I spent half my time—the
President used to fly down to Oklahoma and sit
like a damn fool at his ranch. We all make fools
of ourselves. That’s the name of the game whether
we like it or not. That’s the way we’ve got to
play it. But they don’'t want to play that way. In
a sense they’re saying, “Well, we got the
President’s brother.” If Bobby Kennedy wasn'’t
Attorney General, the White House would have run
the Justice Department. It’s the one department
of the government that you didn’t have.. They’d
always



#

say, ‘?!11, we'll 9o talk to aobbyq ANd Bobby mm

v
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