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Oral History Interview 

with 

Doaton, Maus chusett. 

Nay 6, 1969 

I~: Last t~ remember concentrat.ed primarily 
) _/ ~ 

on • 68. I thoug /maybe we could go back t.o • 64 
j_., 

t"ight. aft.urn £ohn Kennedy assassination and get 

you to tal.k about. your conversations with him, 

qw!t.h Robert Kennedy n t.bat period; about 'hat 
) 

your own futut<.? "10ul.d be, your decision to st.ay 

in the fnlit.e l-l0use1"'and then fo~1 up with tbe 

discussion& about ~be re• lrt!sid~cy in • 64 

that I know you were invo1vod in at the White 

Uouse.. First, I quei:uJ~an you remember discussing 
. _2> 

with him your 0\-ln futur and What you mght. do? 



o•oo 1NELL1 You have to 90 re ly b ck to t.lae saaa ination. 

Bobby get.ting on the plane. etc. He really waan•t 

around for a long peri()d of ti n he s 

really for abOUt t or four '\fie ks. I 

talk d to Bobby once in c.Whll on the pho~ 
_, 

I found t.ll t t pl in 

d 1. I f lt 

! pre 

\: orse. ! tJdn1 e.n•t 
~I. 

t st frie s t t. h~ made re ly · t 

ot. ·~ r. It upset. 



l 

and "Wh:ml he would call on t.b$ phOne,,J\nd t. 
.) 

rep y 'WOU!d cane bac:k 1n aboUt twenty eeoo 

'I 

t i ion o.f pow r ie t.'he transition of 

Xt all over, lt took Bobby a lit.t.le While 

r. 

to realize that it. s all ave~ ~ch is natw: l. 

The f t.1 t.bat. I a9 him I would s y in 

go ov and see J c:ki bout. · v ry fter ri. 
5"' (l ., 

One I \'Jent ~ to t t HOU# ~ I bad 

conve1:'Sat.ion \ttith the P:t:" ·eiden • 1 cev.r discu Bed 

it. with 

nt that x•u 
~gn Of 1964. s V ~ 

. ;' ,. (('-
l• <i no knew 

m staff at all. 

-.3-

it.. 

ly cl 

because that of jo giv n to 
:;j_L, 

t Pr· sido:nt. But nyw y I f~lt I ~ 

V/Qry cl.early/ .. 1 r•al.U /,,,. 
~ 



T-
1 

no.a. ob i~L tlon to th auntey, t.hat. if 

U Gd OU thet. . obviously hie poeit.iOft was .. ___ ,..,,. 
.) 

going t.o be jeopard.iz and De.nocratic P y3 

hby a not involv n y of that.- l Ut.lked 

'·-/ 

t that ~ • ·• - -. . I think we ent. down .._, "---_,/ 

Cllld. o/ a tter if fact• I . ,...,._ 
t. 

rtau d<:>Wfi in J?alm Boacb ' ) went. ov r. 
:.l ~--::;:: ._ ..,-k ., I . ~ -

had dinnttt with Jaold '1'-andA ta&h athtiwi.11 wa1;1 

th r ';::: nd I tld.nk bby th · e. 'l"l1~re 

t ying &:Mn t. .. • • ~ got. i great discus at n 

t. obU9at.ions tlb the t1c P rt.y Which 

I :ve dtf feren vi ? th!.nk. t.'h lat. o -

I lut.v felt \t4ey ply .x bligaU.o 

y beyond Iqndon JolmSon o enybOcly l / _, 

w had a bantering sort. of 

thir.k th t' e the first. ti.mo that. t.hey rea.U.z 



~ 

I 

I 
I 

clli ~ t.tOJl1'J.ey GeMJ:l\11 0 

that.' r cord t. you can s1l.y find, perhaps 
a. hrt·i 

February or rohc ~t. ~ wa in ~r r14. 

very 

~ ~ I ctcm•t. 

t.h him 

hing ~a~U:y interest 

this t 

think 

of 

You ay 

feeling at. hat 

~ry 1'10\'µ4 
) /\... 

l10W t.o get. out ' 

"':> $ l g~t it s 

;anted. t.o get. ou 

did.n't )-..now 

wanted to get. out o th ttorney 

gGt out of po1itic:a 
I 

alt03ot.her er be wanted to 9 t out (" • • 

-~ 
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.,.. 
I 

"..­

' 

- eo-

~ t.o 'him. Now u. PftiJ~~l~ 
"411ppin9 \lP t.hiS gT$at. Katmedy for Vice PreSident. 

bit.. ~<1u~ident JoluUtonjii.(t1 from the very beginning /'-' 
~- ~ 

..) 

!n hi.a ~m pollt.1ea1. fasbion bad moved tely 

bOot.b at ~ \<1~ ju.st tatc.lly po1J.t.~cal.1 ~ 
.,. -. ~"' r~ ... -::;(_ (;'..,- ... 

biolmri. J~DaltifY, La. &u:'gf!n!/ II Shriver#-) 

lu>.yway it was qUit.s al.ear that bis effort. in 
.,, 

eryt:.llirig was t.o st.op Bobby Kennedy. R<e had a 

fear of hUn. that was be~ belief.., tsobby ~ 

had no part in it. iwbu~~, ;t just. was Gtric:tly 
... 

one-way opera:t10l} but WA t~ s befan to 
, ;_.t :.:" 

conjurjup llhatl r th~ ~10Uld be a. '20nfront.at1on 

bet ;Qn Re) rt Kennedy, Which IMkOa a ;rea-t et.or.v~ . 
..-rrT 1 ~ then when bl(/':"!;. about ~ t:Ql1n/I t.o talking 

-poliUQa Md sens&,.0 -~ ·~ N<'N Bm:npsb1r thing 

' j 

b ins -to 1>011 up~ JohMon otwiousl.y tOOk that. 

a direct. oballong f~Sl Bobby. !obl:iy ena x 4140\lfl 

it~ this is our first political 4i$cuaelon~ 
~ ~ 



X ree~ M told me he bad M ~ Of it • 
..) 

H understood that t.here wr fr!ena. of his tbat 
~ 

peopl.01 t.hey WOrEI J,adt. Kennedy people~ me 
) 

all t refit. of th~hey dlan•t want t.o tJ.ve 
) 

up tlle W'hl.te 11cUMh Bobby wa«S the heir e.~Jtt 

t.o t~ t.My tlon't ~or car~ about 
) 

Ly&~ j.()lmson. Tbey've 'bBan opposed to him tor .,,,. 

ten · .n~ it• G aort of a emt.ional U&nsfer. 
~ 

bad beM the minority in 5aw Hampsb!re# tdne:t.~ 

to a · _> and. ~ fJwklen1y t.1¥J:y had tllO Pr•sl<lent@~ / 

ao ,t.h~fl.)t' /tl'i..ey began t .o plant storieA .tn 
': - ) 

shington ~ hOW' mob t: · ~Y ~le 

in.valving tbemaelvea in it.. I eon•t ~ it eo 

be xnDN ~ nt.oey ~t. Kon o•n~ ~ si:;bby 

l'rMtldent. \~flt.ea JTO to bee~ National Chairman at 

that. time and b& hie pollt.iau .... :-.... r ally di<ln"t 



-a-. 

politoal figur in t un.it d States of 

· rtc~and jta t.tioi.tght. I ti~ J :t this obviously 

er ... ed very pie! 

1t1 ent. an4 1.ITi if. I • t 1ie L ,, ., - , - - - -.-J!/ BiU Dunf ya, 0C1:mlrf 
Jol ~e # that t.lv.'!y 

_,_..,;; 

nd 1 ' sn•t 

9:..,, :t r atJ.~lii~ nd 

tom ~!tol , 

a.boU;t. it..-and I i»l Ula ? tlia~ it e 
, ~ I,:;_~ 

.,--.. 
(l. ty ha~ 1 ~ • 
' ,,,, 11 . ' 

t.o &to • and t.1 llndy-1 at.Gcusaion 

ll/\if 
' 



r 
l 
l 

unt t a. ... a , z you re :vol ved in it. , " 

t e anted hiJ:· mak at.at 
...) 

... Cil i 'I .. it ' s a u Of at tak .l. • • 
ni '1hy s :\]. 

tl~t gt 
,. -ctro.ngly 11ugge :m·•t J; 

Jo. n t:hwl l .. :a.t. 

bad 

.:t.t. gan t.hl!lt. 
) 

tht!n they d. gr :t figllt QVJ;Jr 

l?~l COJ:'bin, dttlti?J3"'$l\o4 ~ant. ~ , '-'···~"""' 
IY 

~r '1 ·Jr<>n9· Et'l'tel nnd l had tt~ht over i't IAtt. 

l , '1 diatr~ t t:h ~ltt... li$ aid t.o ~ 
1...7 

'.hat I him t.h l.01 lt.y t.o s.a.y ~ P l 

anybody tl~ loyalt.y to to 

h •s ~· ood f~ow .. I 



I 

I 
"-- i 

r 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 

I 
I 

for ~cm Jo'hmlo nt. ( 
. D ·:... 

t can't ii the caru1l.1~ 

(J eia!on 

- -on t" AiiU1an J ~atcr tl\in9' 111h!oll m 

it. 

ot.a ly di tr U9'llt. ; 
0-

ed to g ovar t er every 

th~c Bobby 
- ~ .J 

l ~y" f tb> 

own~~m •a au be. put 

f . it. 
..) 



/ 

the t 

t1 

-u-

o ... time 0 

of t:imo l: 

nt 

•iod of four 

;st.ly ooeauza Lyrulo 

,.._...,,,......,'4"1"'f:I. mi.eh t a v · trr.ttJ.iwd .oout • 
..::. 

fu. :)ob i t.ho w • I . id, 

in 9:-.1 .. 11& b:'i to tt.ll 

~ not. w: i;; tt6 l t 1 not d~ ad 

it to t'l~t. positio •11 aut. :Q waG just ro 1tio Uy 
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,:_; 
I 

v 1 .. ~ 
,•I 

t.be Pr oident.. is leaning on me voey haavily,: !"-' 
!~ 

and ! thin."t he thought I was the only on of 

tbe Kennedy peof>le that. at 1 st. he could trust 

- -my word. He may ,not. like • l:J.'lleodor S/ 
,,f.B ! 

Sorensen had!\ r signed by t. • f>rthu.r M.. Jr,;i 

Schlesinger resigned by th n. Th only one he 

had any confid nee in r ally r ./iawrenoe F J 
- - I O'Brien and myself ans. L Richard J.,/ Dick Mc.Guir y t.</. <" 

wa.s then 'l'rea.sw.-er of th Nat.iatml Conmi.tt.ee.., and 
-ll, CJ; u , .. _ 

! t.~ tb re tm.:lSt. bo.ve be among t /) saying 1":: 
r 

n·why don1 t O'Donnell o•sri n J..eave''1. ~t.·~ 

human nature. But. :hn$on •.a r la.Uonah!p and 
...... - / 

mine i& pretty good. H ~ept nsiat;Lng ;_ t t I 

<JO av~ t.o the Nat.ion Coltltd.t.te _and I kept very 

frankly, wrually after • hav a fewdl:'inks at , 
'-· ""' ~ 

nigbt. bout &iM o •cl.oak/I used t.o ~o in and bav · 

a fett1 drinks, and I told hlil ober and over :gain, 

I think he•d say that. if anyone were to ask him, 

if Bobby Kennedy d4oided to run for Vico Pnatid n.t. 

in a dir ct oonfrontation witht. President of the 

' ..... 



i 

I 
I . ·. 

t/'1 ted stat.es3ha~ I would 'hav to resign fro 
) 

the White House fJ.Jld 90 to work dtb Bobby :Kennedy 

c: use that• s W'h r my loy lty would be. I uld 

-
, "It nd 9 inst it.. so~. t.ber&forel'.l didn • t want 

".) --
'to pl ced in a po~ition wher x•m at the 

~, . ...__... _..---- - .--........... 
.. ....-- - -

Nat.iOn_ 1 -~ommitt t.alktng t.o L Richard J~ D.i.ek 

- -Daley and J iJ illimn J. rl/ 1U.1ly 
j 

f~irne 

than ltl 

d my fi'iends~ the President. might. in 
) 

t.hin'k I wa talJd.n<J ut. somthing C'>t.?lbr , 

problems!? a: . 1 t wa too much of a 

se upon I · a being selfish about lt.. 

'P 
1 I t.Qld no by tne t.hing/\-t.hat t • m juat. nOt 

..) .....r 

g~ing tO-:-if he d cide~ e•s going to run . . ~ 

.; 

w •re going to mak · a cl an out.. He di4n t. w .... -:: 

t. run~ ~ rea~ly didn't. want. .. to runJ Re didn1t. 
·-,, ' 
· \ Vt-ce he ide~ o( t. nt to U ited stat. 

- ~ .· -
and · · didn. • :t fe•l that fie c u1d ssoci.ate 

'tf 1'-;,. 
:·Lyn,4~n -l.1ohnso l·ill- t t basia.. He didn't. 

J~ . .. , ..... __ ",:..'4f~ • . I 

t_ · tlltn1t th -~ job wa J.mport.ant.. H t.bought. it. would .. .... _,, . . 



to me ~r bet.ween April and May: ""!, ·· ..... --MAlo>-¥-~v 

be 1"tiJ lly Jna.tJe up bia tnind h wanted to run for 

the s nate d 
> 

had a · ting at bl. bou$ Which --
waa ttended byf the on - -clearl~:. think L Frederick G,/ :Prod Dutt.on wa - -there, L,Stephen ~ St. v · th was tbere, ----· ---

i~ ~ ~. Kermed,ii~Te44y/ was ther , Lury o'Bri~ 
and my elf. 'l'heywex'I i .... Te dy was the strong$$1:.­

Bobby ougbt. to run for tbe senat • Teddy had 
l-1 . ' 

tlw of four diseus$ioru; on the t.t.er thnt Bobby 
.... 

ju t coUlan•t.- h had to g'et out ana run for t.be 

senate. It "' e veey clear be could have the nomit14-

t.ion for the Sennte anyt.ime he wanted it because the 

lead rs upt.t.here felt. be wa the only one that. could 
-win very propm-ly, tbey wre ooreeot. d t'hare's 

.... ... 
Dobert JJ Wagn~r and dt 

Bobby in lii,lw Yor most of wh!Ch I'm pr1 vy t.o · 
. ) 

which I had always s id, u1• going t.o tell hiut o 

there's any question be c Uld h v the nomination 



I 
I 

"-' I 

~ 

I 

-1 ... 

d o•ar.ten and I prevaile4 on BObbY, Bobbywu 
l-

m:>ro.a , didn 1 t O'lant. either one of them o be 

fra.nK with you. 

we, I think :t, prevailed upon him 
-t.,N + 

t11i the fo.c::t." :l:f we didn •t o eomet.hing to hold . . /1 
oux- po it.ion £fJ1!1Wor in the deali1'¥,J for the .. i 

I--
Vie Pr•siden\J • going to lld p with 

a .:robn Connally or the Pros!dent•9 going to pick 
I , 

.Mickey Mou a 'he dot!sn 't mnt ~ Vice , ( 
I ) A . 

P tiden~· he j~st WCU1t..e t.o be Prea4deb~ and/ he'd 
1~ 

be all atone ~a be"d all alone · and t.'hat ~ lu.\d 
- J ..., 

an oblig~t.1.on to our c:onstit.wmcy in the 

s the numbef two 

cl 
•' seen lust bappe • 

« 
againat 1 t ~ Dutt.on;.-/ 

came down With w;_,t.hat ho uld refus$ t.o wtt'hdt' w 
_I 



-1 -

y· 
llia from th nomin t.i®)) ao that a nunient 

v::; 
of· silence for abOut two ~s whil Lyndon ltGpt 

dro ping bQn mots all. ovef 40'm.'l bout who. was 
- _ J..f_,'/ :;.-/ 

going to Vice J;d nt. ran /;pqene J..J/ rthy 
.) 

t.o Sbriv ~he Whole p.u'pOSe of it to get ri 
.,.,,, -"""""'. 

o.f Bobby* am::>k him out. in 
' "' t.o announce for tbe senat.", get h!m t.he 1 U out 

of tM ball g and t n Johnson would hav one 
_) 

was goi~ tO do anyw:ay. 

Johrtson finally is 

ni e. • Ly1'don Joluulon told . himself, he sud, 

uLoOK it.# if l ne l30bby n.n Yt • 11 be t.be first 
.,'.) 

9\tY to him. ~ • ll 1'ai t arouni and l ~ at. t.hi 

oit.uat.i<:>.th lf :r: can•t. win the el&ction j,tb:>ut. 

•m 9oil'lfJ to tak SQbby 

Yann y,..x• not thnt pr d but :t on t nt to 
~ ~ / _,, 

go down in hi t(!)ry ing eieet.ed by :Kenn y if 

I can help it. I'd 'tike to 



I 
I 

I 

'-- I 
I told be.rt r<e~yt' y told 2 that on 

y t.o Bill Gr en• a tuner l in De~r of 19'4. 

.... .... 
e • afraid of LWiUi W.&/ Se.rent.on. fra!d 

l I , 

litie:ral con tituency 

it ~ cl 

st on 

t.hv.f'd cut int.a 

I _, 

co d iek. aeybody 

So b c led 

Isob:by over to the t .. 'hit.e a s .. '.i!h!n s the 

~liucMn. l loft t. ?1hit. ouoe tul4 nt over 

t.o t.he 

and th n c OVe1: to the SllllS 61.tei/'_, 
:..> 

ld had t\ rink wi.th ntl. nl toltl 

in a v ry good ~I!/ -~ p'htm rang it. 
;" :.> 

was t.h Pr sident of t. United stat.ea calling 

and sai • 0 I just talk to your friend and t.Old him 

CJ · t two writ. 



T 
I 

I 
! 

it.ting 

n.eral of the United s ;te~L 
(; 

I don*t to be tl.lJJd..ng wt 0£ two of 

t sroet 

'Ydth hi."4\ ~ tol.d me that ,. ayil Dob ry caid ~ 

~ }):)bl:>y told. me the exact Qppos! t.e. -fX d then.:> 

wrote the st tement, I ~ h · stat.e 
,) 

J t~ 

, Wh!ob 

was t.l ~ .t biut.oric l tatmnam?\ ·re knoo:ked t.he 
\ 

Whol Cab t out.. He \'la.Br . ·o think af,. CG 

- -front dogca.toMt'S to •• ,. • 'l'hey called poor L I:>ean _/ 

h countey nd id 

•
1You Jte not a canclidat » and they 

"'/ 

It cac:ieay, comedy# and. that.• e 

thllt y l t.rc ted 1 t franr.J.y ~ B\lt the stories on 
'/)[_-, ,., U. I· . ' 
r 

Bobb.Y 1ure • ·r Scott~ at.on £iU.YO 

~ · bOut it aftenm.rds. He took tl1em 

all that 



Bart Of Btu:ff. lie t.aped. ~ COW saU~ Johftaen, 

t.Mr • no que ·ion and 1 had warn Bobby before /!) ,,, 

yo ~ o jtidge yourself acQQrdinely. • and I • urc 
' ~ _, 

I · lioveftbat. n ~ cln ( be P:: tter 
) I ~ 

of fa uid to ms- that. niq'ht, 0 ¢1.'l \' · t ltubert. ___ ,,,-

Jc;a: ~dy0l 'm for Htibert. Humphrey, yea . n Ha . aid, 

11 Al.right., · ~* · h · • e the ca.:nt:U.a<tt.e:. •' 'r'.ne HU.~'hrGy 

story is one of t.. joke of all t. t; s it. 
) 

uJ. t · tely rg(}s in gannef a 

0 yo vo n time, wel ct.* 
_) -· 

ti.th Robert. Kennedy >as J'W.y 29 

· fte:- that. 

_ ,, 

rt 1 

ing 

right 



' ' not. Qpc.1 pf What you' ro d.o.t at the ~t. /'--" 

that day the President oo:miit.ted himsdf to nu.bert 

~u-ey-,.and that night I got a aall from llUbert 

llt.lJ!lPbroy~ 

,, y.fl r 

I aid t.o Hub 

had 

inaecur m n, and tho only other guy th :t • s got. 
Ii 

const.ituenoy i Y011·.JU1d if you got. consti ncy / -

you•a. bott r 90 nut end got iti> 1hioh ruin you 
\ 

bett.e.r got.to · orge ieany and go to Walter neuther 

~ntl go to Jack Co my and 90 to thozo 'JU'Ji you• 11 

~ 
lmve t'h Kolll'l · dy Pl n:t.11 y nd. you qOt. tho 1 bor 

' _, 

tween the two oil 'US~be • s going t.o t e 

ot rwis i • ll cut your tht'o t 

_that. he ani<l to tr4~ tOOlt fo_ - ~ 

a grain of al~ 'i ~ort.h nothing ana I was ultimte y 

tll.GY t~ icturea 



I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
'- l- ~· Ii 'hrey. l· talked S~l:UIN .. ioolly _)90W ~so 

.,.. 

·~ pending a lot of 

ml4 ltept. 'h!mDclf loo · until Hubert. s in 

it 

_,..,., 

it was 

~a. , '.J 

Stnt.~a of ria ~mo 

rJ ht ains u•. H 

t U!" co ( 

of the gr t 

it. t.o 'him on 

d ac d him to 

ut11er and f 11 t.be 9'11 
--"\... -

wo o all U~ltroy and all felt . t. 0~ 
) _, 

'WZ\il t Cllly tl:u."eat.tJ-.hat. Lyndon 
.) 
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bUt. Bobb~ if he hlld to go f;fC?cc:>na cl10i •• 
) ~ 

hr· '.{--~ nobhy pl. 1J th 9 

for it., tl n and afterwards • 

.. n0t1s tbi 

t ar in o/ thi 

play . l!Ol:O'l 

0 
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O'DONNELL• 
,. . 

re1'1Sen • ~ vfone ~ Be• e left. the~ 

and writing t.11~ book. H ·ia doW'n II t 

.so ~n is tat 11y. • gut neon ~ 

unoti n~ ofth 

r.1 ; ·1¥::it. l could ... k f r l~ 

told m£J x could... nut. rrJtl.~ 

nobby~u out of Lt ~ ¥ ch. :r think 

j t C!onventio • Ub l~ ~ion tn 
-# '1~ 

.nt.Untt.io ci. y cl'l. J~e c to)ana. n?: '· 
~na d ~t n :>elt oi· ten <ta l t fJ, ..... --.:r~ 

x• tl al ":I. t:.ol.d td.tn ha bad ae tio:nl t.ion ~· 



11.hG :UH 

o• QI:""~. 

'-

could it. l 

• e only 

.. 

w ro otb·- tl\i.ng 11'.l tnto:rcst.Qd. in? " • 

Sl i..ntoreat in GtW t1.r? 

l tbin'· t-toul.d ~ on mer~ int. rGmt.00 in 

w-_n ~ ${.) ... to l\! 4 s ~ 
) 

con;:;.t.tt.ut.ion · 1 y ligi'Ol to oo "'ov :.-nor of 

/ 

tbnt. riod o· t.imt>. ·e · nr.v r PW t.o 

Ho 11at .. to b tt· ~di.ng n t ~ nnedy as a 

eanc.15.da .... ~t ll.O hru'.l ~eid~.d be W<lnt btl<ili to · 
.> 

ul.d 



r 
I 

I 
I 

, f . . i _; 
' I 

don• t il'J.lc I saw him t19ai,n until 

t.nlkod to him en t.l ihQn ~t.e often. I t.hon 

EXecutiv Di:t:oot.¢r ot t. National c~t:t ,,._ 

I cent a lot. of 

...; 

t.e often 

to~ foi: ~ n 

f cU 

. !l.lly tlm ·rt t.i l aw him was t: 

olnation 'Whan h3 ta(S in thl united tat~s nat.o . 

O·u ing tl :t l"'ew Yc::u..-x Se1Ud:e c~ignA" e@ you 

.... ~sw::.G:::"" g tti.l'ft1 involved at ull in any problo 

bot .en ~obort l~y ;i.M .. li~i c~n e.J'l('., the 

Joluino ~n L.. ar;i e.t1 t efi · 
:;weial 

:na'1y'1l·d.oh w~ t only rolt\\ t. t X ttll.y lay 

U at \'Ii of ~ aasietanc to Oo'bby )3e(mune thay 

.. -



tllt'l c,. tizena f~ ~J:ln<:4y-Bohnson-:;-­

ht. tootl Mil ail. 

in it. with 
i 

CL g~t lp 6) 

!j:.rang ly eno~ ,..»obb¥' m»4/ \.lD.B ill t.rot.lhl 
_,. ....:i 

witb t tliat cm hi.a gr t'4tJt 

·up,p6rt 

G in ~t. ~\..: wit.ll th lk:gt'OOG tbs 
~ s 

~t all to 

-!n eu.id Q roo one day l: 1 ad L. u-t4ri 

•s 

ooy or ny ~ wny, 
.) 



-;as ... 

ry half hour and oll.lod Tatter 

mil.lion PJr} nt. !bys 
o.ny~ll of 

1 
I 

! 
' 

for ' bbyµ11 all lilted / S.',, 
.) J 

m bated fior;,ep t1J 
. ' KonJled~ ~ a tght.. about. 

• .athor Jo d.y c. '~'od h!..m a l;tke ono aayp 
(,.r.//·. 

Ed 1. 1.ul. -tolti : t; · ·c. • l ' 1 

l~ 

r.s ~ht w;tth Jl01.;l : dy/rthioh tnllah p _, 
enntJ ~. .. • I. t. n11 "3.;J ~ 1011 of a 

t:~ up tll · a ... aiga. Tlloy dll4 t. want. t.o haw 

c. y joint thing W'l uoevcr. ?,~ <E 'hoe 

tllO Cit.:lzel16 fo"' 

l'X:u:tcent. Of th Party 
I I 

Pro iucn~· and ~r ant. 

Wl l.11.! mi~ · w ud®nl) 1 ~ro t" 
:;;: .) ~ ... f 77 
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I 

) 
I 
I 
I 

J.L ~.. t'-- i 
ry, Vi r'J f · ll OW J.n G 

al.ti of i'<¢,JU'ld po: ttical 
\_ • :..:> 

polit.lcal poopl~ ur vli: 
:_) 

ll Ole i 'rt icl;ly !J]nln.-

S 11 io ·nt • I ld 

tJ y · e. lly tried ~ gi it o l , 
J 

jua1:. Ul~' t. ~ .e a c1 ~M tor l nn 

U · 0Y' f I wet1t l in hiei 

l.n t. ll®SS'- -r 
p t.~.ar~f.\.-3.rld t \dt.h 

:> 
r>'ll i " h !tl, 11 !.l) 'the 1960 ca. 

it 

\"I bby anei l 

·1~ht r::l'I r · • I got att roenn i:. 

· .. ~,. 
.- .. - - - ....... ~· 



o•alodk tn the mom!~ he a hyatedca~ 
~ ) 

I snid, 0~b'/, t.m trouble is they're us your 
-<- -~ 

rul './\!lM it• pt"etty touqb t.o fight~ t: onl.y 
J ~ 

l10pc ally ot j.s a guy that your 9'U.Y8 are 

l kin · hl. brai 

. ~ns-~ that.• b latftUH~ ~ i tb1M l get. ..... 
/ 

Wa~ ()0 90 along. EVerybotly • tJ knoc;!1d.ng his 

liend off and w})y don •t you 1 v a.lotul.f I 

find him a ptett"./ ~ooa fJUY... So ·I f'l.ew back to 

Mew York~ - had 
:) 

Wagner call 

U. t. Vas t tl1 

t'hst Wt\$ itJ . I a id. 11 p 

......._ 

got t.he Ke at!ng problmn and. e ryt.bing l. l:l1: ~ if 
--

clo •t t,ld. 



Oral history with Kenneth O'Donnell, 5/6/69 

[page 28] 
two words from, but I knew Weisl was acting as 
his agent. Weisl's son now is-and that was Eddie 
Weisl's lone ambition in life is to take care of 
that kid that he finally planted in the Justice 
Department. So anyway, that problem we solved. 
Okay, now we come to scheduling which is really 
my primary function and we schedule the 
President. Now I send up all the advanced men to 
schedule. My brother, Warren O'Donnell, was in 
charge of it for the President and a fellow named 
Matty Ryan, who's a District Attorney from 
Hampden County, was with my brother and we had 
about ten guys down there, and their job was to 
take care of Bobby and to make sure any time 
Johnson was there that Bobby was there if Bobby 
wanted to be there. They did Pennsylvania and New 
York and a lot of these other places. So we 
weren't trying to cheat the President any, he was 
the Democratic Candidate, but we knew that there 
were those people up there, whether the President 
liked it or knew it or not, were trying to give 
it to Bobby whatever the 



i 
h ll they <lid. Johnson l going to beat Gol. 

' 
by twenty million votes/' o they•re SW .-ty fr ,. to 

1. ,.....,. - ,,..--

ar und ~ on us: s
1

\ it nt. along c' ~-.... 
I 

. . i 11 
w: l . ~ a t.ter oi faot./'j. . · l!uung Eddie isl,..J>r - \ ~ 
t.h:t$ tened to t-iang t ~ha \/ind.ow of a hot l 

o night, Matty Ryan a.\1(1 .brother,, My '.brotbor 
\ 

ig abotlt. ~ nnd ·tatty .~gbn abOut 19~ 

t.l "'Y couJ. iek sevu:TI~LJI. ...ld cat.a6 ~ Eddi 

ll.0\1. n finally . ' 
called me one wa 

\ 

-... ' \ 
Kennedy• s- Bobby K t11lGdy .noV' r -n'O\t t.hie ll.S l.r>WJ 

\ . \ 

h l iv _Jrhey we~ gobg Itroug'h' ' oo 
re: 

oft 

plottilig the a 

exposur 1and. u el i " iGting itt: 
~ 

to hr k llim in ha1£ nd be c 1od ne \ 
_) 

anga~ , moro panic t.ban CU190?" 1 ar 

of the Preside: 

! knr.1.'1 re abO\lt it t.l you e> . You'r 
' ' 

t. 

i. 

\ \ 



I t.hi.n'k was in nver Johnson cal d 

for 

I do 't Ni ~o s 

c;!:cy of w '!lork. u cl I d to bim, Mr Pr 

. P id yuu 

.n sy 
0 

0 him t:. 

~ 10U• I do 't think ho ru! 

~r.a.:=.i~~~ poll r P..o' o go 

. q,,, 'ti db. et.ter o:...:.f 
I 

tbu'~ytnt get all t adulat.i of crc:Md 

he~u~ there ri.th yc>Q;~ . I t l him •11 ~' hell 

• 
' 

o lot. ttQ1" to 90 by lWna lf,," '"Lou 4ld+" l aid, 

do tl t. ot all. Xf there ·ia£l ~H:>ing to 

the yJJ.n ·:as oing t.o gc • Bf are 't.be ty 
) 

lit:t:.l · t.bings that. o going o.n Bobby then 



9 von no.bby t. shaft t.o bis yebnll(:) ~ t.M 

l?r s:L was in it. all ~ b'Ut. ~ . fel1.0Wl3 
...) 

i? idont. ro ZlOt. so that }1 
~a ' .z;( 
..) 

.no 1 y to trnnm:U.t hi inGtruet!o 

fight. with . nt tltl It l. work 

fi ,. tt 1 rorl"' out -iM , 

l t 

V ce r si<km ~ ~l:' one C~ · a 1 Mid 

st.rang 1Y ~~Johnson, •1 ·s o stzo ... &na 
.> 

Goldwat.er s co we " with t 

fore /. 

so .inf l nti in lf you 

';; 
hi 9 tau • 1 ran very, very 

w 
...J...,,< . ........ 

r ly ~uA~ tm na in the G:~y. ne did 
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:bnd rfully to wit\ ·put I moan comp red to tlhat 

a nocrat. runn~ that kind of fight is •••• 

D}lt Humphroy wavnbt. ;t.nvol v What'lOever ,}i\.unphfey 

had ·r trouble i.nvol.v~ himeelf witb Johnaon 

t.han he did 'i:tith us bocau:;;o Johnson wouldn't. 9ive 

Htllt'iphrey t.ha right. t.iroa. L..i..'.:>oert -; J Bob Short/ ,_, 

staff • e-t;ing every d y in John Bailey's office 

am l opent· ;µ~ pr!Jtnt. of my time trying to 

save Ilt.linphroy from ooing thrC\m out tho '1~ 

di.Qn ' t. ~~t ~Ul'1jbo<'Jy to k.no' .. 1 that t.11.e;o-e wa SUCh 

. a tlli.ng so 'he ·wcw never involved. It. was uictly 

b t.veen t at. little grou who had boen~hen tlo1m 

' e tl'.e N t.ional 

him. being National Commi tt.ea1 n.. I c lled. Wag:net" 



o•oonNW..• w ll.1 An<1Y rn.tt~r -nt. p to · Yor· ~ he 'Wm:ked 
s ) 

t.hlJr all tl»:~b the c::~! _, LoUie tartin,,.,...... 
-\ 

tatio 

C ~tt. e.~"OJ:",M(; · hard for n::ibby .Qa::J.mLS 
!> (1 . 

- t"" awfully 9¢0d n00ut. it. E'e tl1Q mo t kr-AW"1e4.g abl. 

bl.ru.:U: U.ticii:m ~y int.the Ubi~ St.:"lt.e.a of 
,-_ 

• -i¢a!\l.¢y.al, hon.eat; dooont914y~ r'k1nu for 

Johmmnll...t¥t:. o ov l:ib.Y'· work u 
~ ~ 
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..... - / 

"'"'; 
,_,.'-" now how for tbat 9~a int the blacke r how far 

-
ro t.nlkil'J.9' ilb¢ jUDt. ' 

knt1~ _, X). the ll, 

~ iOl\ fr upa1 his 

........ _u ~in 

:r U.y rere abl• to pla!Wtt.lmt tuff in t.ll$r 

·Fere :r..e t.ou.gboDt. er~ of all. to 

01:.:r.,io ly tbay spill over ~cauae t.'t'e ~'""""'~~=-;:;;;..-

·ma ng in.tit no , t.'be-.t spLl.l ovor lnto t. 
t, 

ivU rigbt. 

. ve:ment. for .. I don't think it s 

c l in 
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I 0 t.o tio, l: ui , 

t.o f.U~ 
.) 

you qo.·• l nid, *Woll~ 

ru:rtlber o 1 t.hQ At.t.orney . o.f 

•" bl, -~; Li ilO ... ·~r' ~ 

n!CG fe1l 1>t tl t.~ X' 
\ ..... 

orrloo about. .i.a I wottl ., t 

d. th :t. 'a 

?tiol" a o. n!c boy but be •s ju~t. qoing to 

"' _./ 

t t. • teat. loUl4 1 • 
v-

id, ----

, 



-

..... , 
un t' YO\U" ~io1cm to ma.'k ! . • i>re idcn • I• 

/ ._) 

1 av.tng 

t I 1d, •11lat' ~ 01 ·ton t.o mat .• 11 

"t:lo_. l want YO\t to Ek it. x) ' t a u t. 

of ~''""'"' that you r . it.t. a:-noy 

Ge al of t11,0 Uttit 

iOUl! 't et. t: ' • H ' 

rO?:'l Bobl>'J t.hirt~ , nut.e . 
,1-·}{,.._. :,, 

nnd nat:u:rQJ.1y w · " l~.,, t'l:la s bU' 
.\ 

it'o just 

' , , I 
,,,-, I 

for ..__..,. I nlt 
1-

lia:r:' y ~:f h 

I Chd t.ell lik>tib'J t:doo\Jt i 

~ey f nrrJ. ti~ 

go!n~ to be nm.~ 

tl~ht t. 

y , ticl.patlon 

to u11· to cy apa~ll(lically , 
~ ... -' 
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; 
• I 

&ite~~ tolY: tJlt(,l em.s bcgnn 
;> 

~o into 'G~ohnaon la 
j ', • ) 

tlUlt nd.arfU.1. ~· li<:b ho · t. mot. 

jorit.i G.-

- · • I t ""~ -..~Q .. 

to o t.b.:-;ouglltf thinl~Athis f$ t.llf& fi nt Bo 
--.., 

ver Ld o.nymjud~ . nt. t t · 1 .. t Fl guy not ..__., 

) ' "' 
~ · run ~k t~ough a COU»l thing- I wa.nt.cd 

I • G:-Wls l: just. t.honq'ht 

Robert t<o · dy ti 'r't'.!l'U"!t:. 



O' 

Ro rt ~y 

with tho con.viat10n ftlld unhappy 

n 

f'-
'ro o .o t.lung j . V0n y~~ later tk>l:iW had urown 

in AAY"i:Jo(11 going to go to ~ill that b!Jd en 

ftround tllat nr.ie ~n ot¥JWJb :l l.$ , *1¢Gn no't.\gh 

' ..... 

\'tall1'99ain uat.ie .. -,, t.:r:i~l\ u.t at tlm 
. --... --" \ _, .-' 

t: 1' pr ~ s. highe:- than n llllt n ing 

Ollght. to pay. 

'; -t ' ... 

Jotgw 1 wan t~r; / n '~ :-:.iJid yo l goat. at.. nll 1DV<>l vQd 
\./ . -· 

1M!. '. \11.'{Jf.ng PX'osid.ont. JailnsQn to w;Q n~ Renno<W 



T 

.... 

r 

,,.I .. 

JohtwonA pin la much rtmlig 

rc.ttlly f olt ~ 

tl'lin.'t M~t"-'¥•~~ 

t lrl.11' to t n~ . 

id/'-' 

r 41.lly 

m · e roping that he 10ul.d.-,,,..... 

ti · y.J.t. wo.snlt pareo._ ,"""'"_ ...... 
.) 

iie~totJ«1 i~~ :t h.1,nk t.h o lll1ch 

\ii on tll r Pid • bby ·~ out of 

tJ d~Jl: 

juot ~tw ya~ one lit.t.l wont. 1/hie tnvol: s UOlSby 
CJ_, ' , j 

and all tl Jo eon 



is t.o a c!eg:ree. They had a birthday party tor 

Jacki,, I t.bln'k it. was at the !' Street. Club!t and 
J ~; 

Lyn4on Johnson and I went up, rry o•arien was 
I 

with us. W were dressed in business suits because 

we were going back t.o the Wh!.t.e 1'0use. we got. there('"' 
I . 

-f' 1' 

and ev~ryone there 'Was in wbite/~"ails1~ 1t. was _. 
(/) ..... -

: w~ey ~rt.ant sod:ia: event.,~ouglao_/, Dillon, 

L,Robert. S.:/ McNamara, ittcGeorg!J/ BnndY[i !nd. nobody 

even !fpoke to Lyndon Johnson. Be was sit.ting t.ber 

tn rat.her a baggy, old suit like be always wore 

anyway,_and if you ever saw e. man that was a fish 
~ 

out. of 'Water.- A,;d everybody was talking to Jnckie and 

to Bobby~ ·t.be poor man finally ea.me to me anet 

said,. "Wou.ld you mind aanin; back to the Whit.e 
. 0..1-11 '7 

a0 use wit.b .me have a drink~~ l: .said, "Ho, I'd 
.,, 

love to .. " S o he and I t.w:ned around and got in the .... 

e~ ~ went dOWJl llnd $at. down and had dozen 

drinks. He said., '*Geee, they just. don•t. ll\Qce.pt. me j &.· , 
~/f'Lt I { . ., ·11..,., t -1...; / _..,,. r; 

I wa ~~. ~esid~nt of th$ Uniflt.ed stat.e$.~~;•s 

wheren ~~t sooia..1 thing just. lmoke apart.~BUt 
dtU."tn<J that perio.d. of t.inle;f thin~ he t.rMd to 90 

.: 



") 

half way with Bobby. 2 think tried to 90 _ _,, 

way. Aft.er tlla t.he~an to break apart. I 
j 

think the trip to Malay ia and t.hese thibg9'-I'm 
~ 

ur that Mao Bundy suggested them people like 

that. nd l think the Pnsident was willing to do 
j 

What he coUld to g t. Bobby out. of hia doldrums u 
as long a be waen•t going to be Vice President of 

/ .. , 
t.be United tat.es 

You mentioned the Sllri ver thing in • 64. I read in 

that. U>o};, art.1Vl .r ~ artic:l.ef\YOU wore referring 
) j 

t.o earlier 'Where they have you on tbe r.ac'lio when 
../ 

jju Moyer is calling Johnsont; can you renembor 

h~., that came up? 

o•oommLL: Yeah that.' not aaourate. tt•s not accurate. In tbe 

first pla~, I'm not that crude. i,Theodore t;j Teddy 
.. 

~it. WDOt. that. You knoW whO told him t.hat. s 

Lyndon ines Johnson. whas 'had bnppened s that 

ho was pushing Shriver.. 1 probably would h ve 

.Q 

dumped s river in another ek. He was a1so telU.119 .. 
Gane Mccarthy he want.ea blnt. \(l~tl\be rrant~ to do 

~ 

s g t a Catbolic on the ticket which uld end t 



T 

I 
I 
' 

Babby problem once and f o 1. He waa chatting with 

~and I r:Ner and over "'gain said to him, nyou just 
.) 

can't pick soue one that isn't qualified." Not t'ha:t. 

thare•s something wong with S4rg. , nd sarge coulC 

have been grea~:nit on t.be basia of hie political 

track recorVarge Sllrtver had. no xoore rigbt to be 
) 

Vi Pros.tdent. than I did. And whezmyou•11e got 

a guy lik$ Hubert Bumphr y around and aom.e pretty 

significant poJ.iti~al fis;ures round that you alart 

talking about 'If So ~ _aid. to upo bat QCaaBion, 

he . s~i~ Bill. Mayer~ 'Who ~ c1o to Barg 
,...,f ~ t' , .... _ ; 

1 Ms deputy and was for him for Vica Ifi'eaiClabt 

o:o a t11£lt sarge told e that Bob t.be !<1.mnt\Uy f mily 
yV 
J 

10uld love 1 :i~ l . id, •y , t.llat.' s a lo of ~ p. 

If t.1-re'c goin~ to be Cat.'bolio Qll the tioket,,J.t • 
j 

going to 14, lrl know 

tl:t1 g«<!e ..-.s 11 as evmyl::p11 elae kna. th1s qame 
5f ;.t). 

SaJ:ge is a fina follow;v nd a.u.J"UL:I t1 ·on t.m tit: U! u 
J ~ 

you• goi~ win anyway, Se.rqe ismt. <::&ndtdai:.e 

!9'ht ai:-s from now, atYJ Bobby• confi d to Ea t 
.) 

:re ..,but I Pt y 1ith t.he g~ that. 
J ":, 

;. ' . :t•m w!t.h aohby.1 l didn't J?WJh t.l ~ WttQn 



I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

dawn. tie put1hed the but.ton d~ he id to 
) 

Moy· r , "JCenny' rs ~ an4 says you • t all wet. 1' 

That tb $ttorlt. oft.be c~ tion Lyn4on 
) 

toL T dy 1hit.o the story tb way it appear in 

it 

Shriver ovtu: the yaars, t. '60 ear.ipai'1n nnd 

tllell t.110 Pnac corps ~riene$'i 

um.ot.ionally much nt'irC tl n l think ll t.l 

Kenn ~.. HO•~ probab.1.y 1Qt like 11i flltllar in 

that. s e Qf t~ l: tlrl.Jik I knt7t: t.hem as wi;lh 
) 

a any utsi~r can ~ ~ fwnily. !£ you ·1er 

n ~r t tbo famt :y, obl:ri •a pinion of you u 
..) 

whon you i0l'$ ~ 't 
) 

~"a QtJ:C hun!b:"Gd pero~ * OX'9$ 1D a vary ~cµle.t.oA--J ,.,, -
I.. 

hnrule - wondertul 
.) 

*" na l on t think !\that 

j\lJ ge t. '.POa(M:) Dor~ ~ 't. aay 



Progr~u'vo 9ot a 1.ffcrent. ball qane •. lb! 
_) 

you• re donlim with n tough t."Ut:.crn~ sut "'* 
'"' I • n differer.rt game. But. SO'bby' :Jadg~ of 

river wan nlwaY$ e..'\"treQlly 'hiql. I think Bobby 

d b:I Lynd~ Jolumo ~ l.ot of guy 
-If~ ) 

lot. ·Of Pi re · ?!bia piald.ng o t V tc Prcaid.Gnt 

. . ~ IA ,· 

ti t'?) 

d. ov ~ o: 0£ thcnn11 lli for i l 1m sit.t.~ 
;;. 'I la'l.lg~ 
tl\O~e in tl fkJ of the lnu:ricn1:.~A1il"e !l.l t.<:bi 

.·heco aupporuldly op ctJ. t;ed polit.iot. · ~ l)"in;:T 

in tlm.t / bot 
J 

trying to dlo :Ln. t 

l of oudd~n Sat'ge bee~ ~1.l of ca.ndi :tQ ' 

fol:' Vioe Pr iatln'ty:-,and noixxly in oil• ~rlc1 EN :e ,, - . 

' •' 



! ~-
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HACKMAN: 

O'DONNELL: 

Shriver as a ... If he could perform this coup, then 
Lyndon's going to say, "You're a very smart 
politician." 

A lot of people, going back to the 60's, talked 
about Shriver and some of the mistakes he made or 
his lack of knowledge in political things. Do you 
know if Robert Kennedy dismissed that or if he 
shared that view in '60? 

To be frank with you, you know, the President ran 
his own campaign. And the mistakes you make are 
mistakes that nobody knows about because the 
President is running it, and Sarge couldn't make 
very big mistakes, because there aren't many to 
make. You make them with people. For example, 
Sarge had a guy in Chicago who was just persona 
non grata with the operation out there and the 
guy for months and months and months until I­
Bobby dealt with him for six months-he's a hell 
of a nice guy, but he wasn't the man to be 
dealing with out there. I finally found out by 
total accident because I got friendly with the 
secretary of the Cook 
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o 1 OONNELL: Oh, I don 1 t know. l • m just saying like • • • • 

~f you really say the Manchester book, it's not 

a trivial thin9, but the fact is it was done to 

perpetuate a thing. And that. any lawyer would 

allow somethin9 to go like that, that's got to 

be •• . . I resisted that thing to my eyeballs. 

I re£used to talk to Manchester because I knew just 

where that one was going. l didn't want to argue 

with them about it, but I couldn't ••• 

BEGIN SIDE II TAPE II 

O'DONNELL: I refused totally until Jackie finally called me. 

To be frank with you, I was so damn mad because I put 

a five year restriction on it Which took it through 

the 1968 election. That book would have come out, if 

l had my druthers, this year. And he made a commit­

ment to me which I wrote a letter to the newspaper 

on, too, that I did.n 1 t make any agreement with 

Bobby Kennedy1 I made an agreement with Mr. Manchester 

to his teeth. I got Powers to talk to him and 

Q'Brien, and all t.ht"ee of us made a verbal commitment 

that nothing would happen until after the election 

of 1968 because I knew what would happen with it. It. 

just couldn't miss. And Jackie got that commitment out 
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Teddy was very influential-you know that 
Massachusetts is a "hawk" state. That just isn't 
true. They had been once, but there's not many 
hawks around when you've got nuclear weapons 
running around and the Missile Crisis kind of 
scared people into what we're really talking 
about. I think that we at last had grown up as a 
country to realize that the Russians are not all 
stupid. After they shot that rocket into space, 
these pictures of them hanging around with those 
long coats on are really not quite what we're 
talking about anymore. Just politically they 
couldn't seem to-I don't know why they didn't get 
that. Teddy Kennedy took a poll within a month 
before that. One of his friends up in Lowell, 
Massachusetts said to me, "They're seventy 
percent hawks." Well, you know the question was 
"Do we get out of Vietnam?" Nobody was for 
getting out of Vietnam. The question is "Do you 
like Vietnam," "Do you like war?" That was the 
question and the answer to that is "No." And the 
second question is "How do you get out," "Does 
anyone want to withdraw unilaterally?" The answer 
to that, 
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[page 67) 
I'm pretty hard on a guy. When I thought a guy 
made a mistake, I was pretty tough about it. I 
really didn't want to give him a second chance. 
Bobby'd give you a second chance every time. He 
could think of more reasons why [Robert] Bob 
McNamara did something or [McGeorge] Mac Bundy or 
[Maxwell] Max Taylor, or anybody that was his 
friend than you could ever shake a stick at, and 
he would get very angry and you lost all ability 
to discuss with him, particularly if it was a 
petty situation. But it was very difficult to ... It 
was of no interest to me, so I didn't get into 
it. But if I said Bob McNamara, which I used to 
say, Bob McNamara was a great robot for JFK and 
he was a menace to Lyndon Johnson because Johnson 
didn't know what the hell he was talking about 
most of the time. Bobby didn't like someone like 
Rusk-well, he didn't understand someone like 
Rusk. Rusk was quiet all the time. Once he 
decided he liked somebody, if it was me, I don't 
think anybody could say a word about me if I did 
the worst possible things in the world. Pierre 
Salinger took Bobby Kennedy down the garden 
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baloney/vand McClellan pointed his finger t him 
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and said, "I:f you didn1 t. do 1~11 you take a lie. 
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detector test.. 11 And the guy to." 
II ~ I 
aid, .... r.... .......... •. 'rhey t.ak him over to the 

laboratory al'ld~aturally5°'1r witnese flunks. He's a 

liar. TJ:t whole t.bing blows .)1• '!'h41s is the first 

bl clt eye thoy've ever ba~(we went out t.hat. night.J-­
...J 

and I said, •aobby, Pierre belongs in how business. 

He• in the wron:; racket .. " You know~ he goe.s all 
.J 

through it.. Pierr; •a his best. friend. "Poor Pierre' 

poor ii'ierre, we all make roistllkes .. You're not. perfect 

it.her you know. You• ve made a few mist~es." And ft'O 

then on Pierre coUldn't. do anything wrong. He alw ya 

felt eorey for him, "Poor Pierre, ~emembet' t.be time 
J I . I 
:i; qot. screwed up on that thing.,.. But t.bat a 

"f' 

Bobby• nd he• d. say the aame tbi:ng today 1£ you aaid 

I 
today1.Ma:X Taylor gave you some bum advic " .. ~. "Oh, we 

all make mistakes." Once he got to like somebody, forget. 

it. If you got a weaJl'..ness, that•s his weakness;: t that,.s 

a pretty nice weakneos to hav if you've got to haV one. 
-~ -V . . I ~ 

B t. he had this outrageous loyalty. o go in 
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must say ·Lyndon Jolmson was abso~ly right.. 
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"Jesus, Bobby wasn't going to disloyal to Corbin. 
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and lived in Wisconsin. Bob never met COrbin in his 

lif • l don• t. knoW Where Corbin came from. The fct.ret 
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:filed on t.he late ind ~..:tr headquarters in w scons:t.n. 
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had a vote on ~bin ~ the vote was fifty-nit.le 

to one against tbi .. Ev rybody eise is g t.ti~ forty­

t.went y ;:1.: nd he• s f ! fty-.n!ne t.o o • That• s a pret.t.y 
~· 

unan.t.mcus decision right tben and there;..J!O I scid* 
~ 

n1 don't know who h is u ... w'lloevel:' he 1 - I don•t. 
. ' 
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I never s~w P W. Corbin aqatn
0
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.,. 

in West Virgir:da1~ all of a sudden Paul Corbin arrived 
_) 
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- -in West Virginia. He s a friend of 4,Patrick J..t/ 

Pat Luc:ey. Bobby liked Pat ~ey. #t I don•t. 

know Wb re he ever came fran. we necler sav b1m 
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again. Tbe Pfesident. couldn't stand ~~ 

n ver s • tlle quy a.gain along as we 'ti ved. He used 

to knock the President' brains out. He used t.o t 11 
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deciflions, publiely- U£S./ &7Efi*/ agd 1W2rld: S!mt ' r . . I 
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I und r t.and t.hero ''s an opening. H •s got. five kids 

and~ y-'hi wiU' s id:." You n vat Mard auoh 
_;) _.) 

clo.ptr p in your lif • That. Bobby. 

HN~llN• id you fretiftlently ask him to ttik people like thirlf 

only dealings l: ever bad with t.~ Depart. nt of tice 

in my life would be judge&, United St.ate Attorney • 

They r ly never re lU t t. t'hey bad to be confJ. o 
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re l honest, decent. guy ~ X mean we•• caot 

t.o liv in th) world we live J.n whether like 

it. or n a he Pres14ent. ·Of the lJnit.ed Stat 
:__} 7(;(..w 

doean.'t just have J\ JW.Jt.ice Depart.ment.. ue• got 

aboUt ten depa!"tmen ant h • s got waffw6th 

t.he Soviet Union~ m•e 9ot a.n 

he~ot * • • • 'l'hey thouqht:. t.hey 

program hand 
' _, 

re all by t.'h 

t.lmt thar s one goV"ernment over t'her nd t. n t.he 
...j 

rest o'l us wer all sort of banging around on the 

edges s<:lm'!whare. They caused us q.!.'eat. concern. If 
,.,,...._ 

you got 1Wn_.rhich ia utw BQbby and 1.....:.. X eould ccil.1 

.i-;n1:10\A and Bobby•4 s it. in two secondD flat What t 

pi-obl was and 1lt wQu1 b all over@ ~t. you used 

to hate t.o be e<l.l.U~ tm Attiornoy Genoral very 
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;,-1 c) 

do it? You ~n.Ol.f~Mra•$ one t'hi u're uaming in t.h 
~ ..,,. 
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ls.st of t.}¥) ninth very t with the bas · loade4. x•d 
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lil;e t.o get. in Son'e <lay en f !rnt. b ~t.et u " 

a ~· I 
I 
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[page 77] 

HACKMAN: 

O'DONNELL: 

Yeah. This is the whole thing of appointing 
Republicans and all this in the early days. 
Right? 

Yeah. They just had nothing to do with politics, 
and in the first place, you'd end up appointing 
guys that didn't know what they were talking 
about. [Byron] Whizzer White, Whizzer didn't know 
what you were talking about. I've got to live 
with [Robert S.] Bob Kerr, whether you like it or 
not and whether you like Bob Kerr or not, he 
happens to be Chairman of the Finance Committee. 
We're in a depression, we're trying to get out, 
we've got to get certain bills, you know-we've 
got to live with him. I spent half my time-the 
President used to fly down to Oklahoma and sit 
like a damn fool at his ranch. We all make fools 
of ourselves. That's the name of the game whether 
we like it or not. That's the way we've got to 
play it. But they don't want to play that way . In 
a sense they're saying, "Well, we got the 
President's brother." If Bobby Kennedy wasn't 
Attorney General, the White House would have run 
the Justice Department. It's the one department 
of the government that you didn't have ... They'd 
always 
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say, 0 ·w.i1t , wet 11 go tl').l.k to 
I / I _,/ 

call the Rreside°\i ~ wh~t are you 9oin~ to do. 
/ 
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