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Papers of John F. Kennedy 

Presidential Recordings 

Dictabelts 

Dictabelt 19A 

May 17, 1963 

Conversation #4: President Kennedy and John McCormack 

President: Hello. 

Speaker McCormack: Hello, Mr. President. 

President: Mr. Speaker, how are you? 

Speaker McCormack: Fine, thanks, you, how are you? 

President: Very good. 

Speaker McCormack: That's good . . . uh . . . on this [Gordon] Cooper. 

President: Yes. 

Speaker McCormack: Do you want a joint meeting . . . a joint meeting? If you do, just blow 
your nose. 

President: Yea, do you think it would be good . . . give the space program . . . 

Speaker McCormack: Are you gonna give him . . . gonna give him a big parade? 

President: Well, wait just a second. He is coming here and I am going to decorate 
him, and then he would go up to the Capitol. I suppose that we would 
a . . . that they would parade him. What we are trying to do is get the 
most out of it for the space program. 

Speaker McCormack: I understand that they are going to let the government employees off. 

President: Yea, it will be 12:15. 
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Speaker McCormack: I thought that they ought to build it up and make it a big affair. But 
that is for you to decide. If they do . . . if you a . . . I have talked with 
Mike Mansfield, cause in view of the letter we sent and so forth. But I 
think that it would be nice. If you want it, we will do it. 

President: Well, I think that everybody would like that, don't you think, up there 
in the Congress? 

Speaker McCormack: I think that it would be a damn good thing. But I'd like to have . . . If 
you want us to do it, let me know, and I will. 

President: No, let's go ahead then. 

Speaker McCormack: Alright, you . . . you . . . you didn't ask me; you don't have to ask me; 
you just suggested to me that you thought that it would be a very good 
thing. 

President: That will be fine. 

Speaker McCormack: Whatever way you want, ask or suggest, Mr. President. 

President: Well, why don't we tell that I suggested it and you thought that it was a 
good idea. 

Speaker McCormack: Fine, and I would like for you to get the credit, too.  But you go ahead 
and handle that, and I will get a hold of Mike and tell him and I'll a . . . 

President: Why don't you announce it up there? 

Speaker McCormack: I will take care of it. 

President: Fine, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker McCormack: Bye, Mr. President. 


