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Dictabelt 21A 

June 4, 1963 

Conversation #5: President Kennedy and C. Douglas Dillon 

President: Hello. 

Sec. Dillon: Yes, Mr. President. 

President: Doug, did you see what Juan Trippe did? 

Sec. Dillon: No, I did not. 

President: He put out an announcement this afternoon that he is going to buy six planes 
from the British and the French. How could he do that when he knew we were 
about to go ahead? 

Sec. Dillon: Oh, I don't know. He'd said, apparently to Halaby, I haven't talked to him 
recently, that he was under pressure from the British and French governments 
to . . . 

President: Well, what kind of pressure, because the goddam plane isn't going to be ready 
in six years, and here the United States government is about to go into a major 
program. And where does that leave us? I mean, didn't we have any 
understanding with him that he wouldn't go ahead while we were trying to 
come up with our proposal? 

Sec. Dillon: I don't think that there was any, uh . . . 

President: Didn't anybody tell him? 

Sec. Dillon: I think Halaby did tell him. Halaby has been with him today. 

President: Did you have any talks with him? 
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Sec. Dillon: I only had that one that I sent a memorandum to you. It was over about a week 
ago, and I haven't talked with him since then. 




