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O.r .. a 1.-~History Int·crvicw 

·~ 
with .. 

·· j,_!?ril 6 , 196.!!· 
c~mbri:?ge I 1-:;:: 3S;::c husetts ... 

B~; J c: c k Hvnes 
·.r-: -

For the' Jo~n F . Kenn edy Libra ry 

:dYNES : We ' re talking with =·~r . Ben Jacobson of c •.... -
'br i dge . 'r,~i s is Jack Hynes , WI-IDH- r.·v i~ 
Boston . E'en , your remembrances of President 

:-\cnncdy g o wa y b.::Jck into ~he 1 930 Is . Could you tell u s whe n 
you iir-st:. met the Pres i<l·en t ?. 

l: 

J:\COLiSON: I believe ';!. t "'~' S sometime in the e~; r-ly p ~1 17t of 
$(.!ptember- Ql: 193 6 . rrhe front door o£ my pL1ce 
of bu~ines~ w~s closed . n n d. ~ 11 of ~ su~den 

I hc:n·u .:1 r- ;;p on the door ZJ n d cl lot o f noi s e out ·..:.l:ere: . And 
I 's :. i d , "I wonder- who 1 s o ut there . It must be young ·Joe 
!-\cn.:1cdy , Jr-., 11 bcc ;:1 use h~ ci lw~ys did th~t. And in c c:me 
youns Jo.:; Kennedy, Jr. artd 2 thin boy. 

'• 

W:'l.ere was ~his? 

Thi s w2s i n t~e Gold Co~ st V~ leteri a of H~ r -

v~rd Squ~rc , my p l a c e of b~siness . h :1d 
Joe bro~g~Y~ .1i:.-:. i::. , C.is:cu;?ted '.:.he whol e 

vc·c.nc 
- J 

s ·...:ore . 
·::c hu-:l a lot of . cus ".:.o~.cr-~ i:1 •.:.:-!erc ~nC. he sc: id , "Benny , I 
w<.~t:. v_ ou to :-:.cet mv brot~er , J::c;-: . 11 I ~·: 1\·/c:ys had a creat 

- • ~, J 0 :::ccli:1g for Joe. And I l~ft t r t:: custo:-:'.ers I wc.: s tc:lking t o 

··.: 
' . 
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: :-:. l I · .. ,re:r. t over 1:.0 say n'cl.l,o to J a ck , who at th<:, t time vt::. s 

IJ0:.:1c; ·-:.o 
t:c:..· ies . 

J c: ck c.t thu1:. time w~ s ~ lit1:._e 
J..nd ~11e told me, 

1 i ve in :.!.:. t. thews one of 

' . 

I '..:hir.k , ~e ,.,c:, s 

the H~~va~d· do~~i-

Ee \V2 S 2 f:tes.t1:n.:::n at Harvard . 

~il.':\ES: . \vh.::: t type of :Susiness did you he:ve? 

.. 
J~COESO~: we teak c a re Qf 1:.~2 l~undry ~nd cle~~ing ~o~ 

t h e univ~~sity , ~a rva~d Universi1:.y . An~ my 
position was :fo g o arc-.:::-.d c.r.d see t'l-.e c ustc 

~c~s t:o sec if they \VGrS 1 s ~ ~is~ied c-.:stome~s . And ~ ~ter 
J .. ck ~ ~d Joe h<.:d left , I tol,d J c:dc I ' d b e u u to · see him .:..~ e1 
~cek or so ~nd if there ~2 s :) nything he nee~ed , b ny help 
:.o set: , cclir.12ted to hi s ro<?.m ~nd thi~gs like th<.:t, to be 
su=e: , ~~ c~ll or. me . ~ 

~bout ~ week l e1 ter i d~opped up to his roan , ~nd he 
h~ ~ ~o~2 books in front of him. I took ~ look ~t the book~ 
.. :-: .. ~ · qui:cc ~: . few of ti1e books~ were poetry . I suicl to h:i.m , 
" I...; t.L:·. ~ \~h ~ . t you like , J: ·cl{? " He s ;.1i d , 1iYcs , I li\.c poetry 
:::: 1 :i :::;tory . " J\ncl ;~s I w:1s . ..t;~lk inCJ to J ,·.ck , ~bm:::t five boys 
\·: .. D:.c'-! inlo the roo:n. · l\n<l o:.:e boy- ·- in tho:.;e c..L ys t.here: w~1 .:. 
:-:v1.. :..,:, m.~ny Jewi::;i1 boys ~.t rbrv~1rd , not s o m~·. :iy colored boys 
J t. l! . • rv;.n :i , no t too m~ny c .: t )1.ol ic boys ~t Ei' rv~ rcl. l'.nd I 
s00 t ;·.is g1.· ou~) ;; ncl I tr iecl to distinguish them. ).\.nd they 
~.- ;,: ~0\·:n ~- nd J~. ck introdu'cecf t.hem . He s u id, "You kr.0\·1 
;3(;:1 :1y? " 
p,nJ. -.:hey 
.. ch:Jx. '' 

' 

They used thc-,t wor-e).': c.. ll t.he t:ime .::t. Hc.rv2.rd Squi:lrc . 
got up (j ncl s:nook :n;;:nds ~.nd , "Si'c dm.;n , Benny . T z, ke 

NO\v J :-·ck \-/.:i s getti.{'lg himself 2cclimated to being a 
And -.:hey s~:, t dm·n·,:.:, .:.nd I listened to the con-

vcrs tion . The convc r s2 tion:: Hould be; one boy would c. sk 
J < c.k , ":.;;;.:: t \·/Ould you do , J : ·~k , :;.1: you h · d this problem 
::o::-.c? ", v.•it::-: .:e ferencc to <::; -f~ ·.:her c.nd mother not gettin g 
.. l0:10 o1.· so:r.ct:hing l'ike t:nc.t,';. or financi 2 l things . ).\.nd i t. 
::cc .:~.cd t11 '".t J.:: c ~..;: \V2S z: cc ept.e~ ~-. s t!'.G r:~c:::-1 , bc:.:-.s; 2 £r2s:·-u:.1c.r: , 
!~o~ -.:hcse zoys , fer advice . ~ A:Lcl J 2ck wo~ld sit dow:~ z . ~~ 

'"· 

''.' .. . 
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tell -c:·.l..:m , ~n nis opin i o!-:, .';;\·/~1 2.t. he tho:..:;n'.: oi -::!:ci r si'c.tl:::.'.:io::: 
.:-:r:d tell t~:c : .1 , ,.·i:1o. ~ ~1c \·.tou .lttC. do i n t !1e: ir lJ::r·~ 2..cul2.r c~s2 . P.:-~d 

I \·i.:1S fl2.:)oe:rg:::.stcd t.o he:::.~~- this , "i)eC"'-USC being at t -:!1c u::iver
si t.y so ~.1 a.r:y ye:::. rs · and goii~.g around to difrcre::-. t. roor.~s li\:e: I 
}12.v c })c-:;1 in t.J:e ?::tst , ·to }5":t..::·.p i n to a s i t. L: 2.t.ic:-: 1::.: : -::: ·:.>:. :; _ 

So ·,.,he::: -.: r: ..:: :") :-- · ·.: .-: .. i. .t-::c ¢1 out I said to J c::c\:., "Con:.:: 6:: , 
.l e t' .s go c ut :::.n~ . ~ t. a fra~)J)e . " becaus2 Joe Kenned,,, J ;_·. told· 
:::c t !-,;:-. t .Jc::ck: li.--\.cd fral)?e s:.~- Anc, · "Sure, ·:a.:;nny , · lc~.:;s go oc:.t .·~ 
~. :-:d we a o out and g o ove :c bb, I · t.nir.k i t was St. Claire ' s , in 

J • c 

-.:: o"' e do.ys , i::: tne squ a re, ~~;:1nd we g ot a . frappe . Jac .· liked 
good su;:.sto.::tial f ood. and I~ '9aia to him, "1~ny don 't you do this ? 
2 - :.:L~e it your business to cc;;.r.1e up to my hou s e, Jc.c k . :-:y ':lif3 is 
:::. v:or:d.:;!..·::":ul coo.!.(. Make i'.: :your business to c ome u;::. \:o J..:!;.e 
i-:oL;s e :1.n d have a fm·J r:1eals .!~ week." He said, "Oh ., it Hou ld be: 
::1 burce:n on y our wife ." . I ;~ai~ , "Oh , my wife loves it . She 's 
:::.1\-J:::.ys h:::.d the boys 2. t t he . hous e and sne likes t his - II So J<::.ck 
\·Jould rr,ake it his business Jt.o c ome to my house, a '.: :)..ec.st o::ce 
:::. week , fer 2. meal . And; I '~ always go o u tside and ge t t~e 
:=ro.p~Jc bQco.usc I kneH Jack ~iked t :"1e frappe . And we'd serve it • 
.:-·.!'lc ti1Q n J:1ck \·JOuld a lways .~nvite us down 'co t h e Cc.pc . And r•.y 
c!1i ld:L·e:: , Hho are g rown .up ~~oday and 1;1arried and have their 
c!1ildrc:1 , the y were very youn g i n t hose days, and we u s e:d to 
~~·- · Q 2. r i de down to the .Cap'e--this was in 1937, '38--and go 
~0\·.'11 ~nd visit wit!1 the Kcn6.cdys . 1\nd "they couldn't do enough 
f:o r my \v.:.::e, my t wo child.re.i1 :1.nd myself . 

i1...'NES : 

: .1 

' Th i.::; w:1.s at Ilyannis Por.t? 

Ji\COBSO!'J : l\ t Hyannis Port ~: So we used to <JO there :.':requently • . 
One d ay· Mich.<lel ~ ·:?,racei \iho w:1s also a Harv:1:cd 
s t udent , came f~om Kcw York City and the i r bus i nes s 

\·.r~:s the ~>J . R. Gr ace Com::;>any .. ~in Ncvl York . Mike \.Vas a very rcl i 
:;icu.s boy . And he had two priGsts in f:::-cm South Americ a that 
::1e w~nted to t a ke down to t J:re Ca::;>e , beca use · t h e .I<ennedys a nd 
-c:").e G:::- :::.c es vmre v ery close • .. , So he asked me if I wct:ld go cown 
\·:.:: t h the t wo priests and my ::~:Ea-:tily . And I said, "Gee , He ' ll 
~c c-: ll j::-.::1mcd up in 'che ca:::-~·. " A:-:d h e: said, "Oh , I ·' 11 s i'c i n 
s o::;cl)odv ' s l:1.o , ~· and thi s a:nd t:h&t: . And vlc Y.lent C:o-.·m to 'che 
C::tpc . ; :ike G~ace h ad a h::."Di--~ c f taking n i s s:<1ocs of£ , v1nen. :'1e 
\·.'e:nt· sor::e\·.'nerc . I don 't 1:::-crroe:;n::K:::- vlhcthcr it was Bobby [Robe:rt · 
? . Kennedy"] , Teddy [Edwc.r6 ~- :..:2: .. -.c r:_' ] or J a c.--: that sa\v :-:ike's 

,, 
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.1 • 



j 
(l 

n 

' '!, 

.... .. .. 
. ._ 
':,, - 4 -
,·-: .. 
~. 

::.;:-:cc::: l<~yir. s =- ~ t!:.:: l:..vi:i'g room , c:nd \·ih~t £-.2-p~x:ncd ~.::o t:-.:2 
s'.1oc: s , ::: d o1 't know till toc::tv . 1\nd \·J: .c:; H e Here r c::C:v to 

~- ~ - -
lc::tvc to g o i::to tO\·Jn , i·l :i.:(c \·i~ntcd to take ·c!1c.sc t\•!O -:J:cie: s ·::s ·co 
~1:c Copl e y P L::.z:1 l·IotcJ., , \·lh ich · is no\..r ti1e Shcr;:;.~.:.o:; , :.-::..:-:c :1 2 d r:o 
:.;hoe s . So vic ucnt aro~nct and I 'gr :t'l,)be:d ho l d o::": 'l'cC.dy . 'l':-:·c '! 

71. • • \~ ' - • ,::J II • \·.rc:-c ~/our.g.s tcr s . ...~1a. Bc:JJ)Y ar.a J. SC: l L.;., Cct :'-!l}:e; ' s s>:~c..: _ " 
ol I i··-·v e: i- I ~ - c ot - ·· "- II ·~·. o'0-ud'l ;.;:n c\-1 a~ou t "-1~ "" "11oc c- v"c ~ i . '" "-"" - ·'- _; . .. • ..:. - l..... ... l.!~ ~ . · - -J 

a lor:s story sno.:c;: , He' g·o:t him a left slipper or a righ t 
I . 

o r v;£-::-: t (;Vc r it \·::t s , it ,_.,~:S wrong . An d 1'-i i k.e cc:.r and 
\·:.:::: \·len t on to ti1c co .... ?lcv ,!?l a z·a \vit~ the two 

a. I - o 

go t into 
priests . \ve got t o 

. the Copley !?luzu a nd He 1:~P.d our meal . 
'.i.'hcn \·le \·Jc n t home , dhd . ;.rik.e said, "Rov.; a m I .going to get 

})J.C ."\: J-:0\·l to Cu:-:l"b ridgc wit~ t h2sc s!1oes? " ?.nd 
you C 2..:.:1 get ~uck . II So nc;'.'·sa i d , "Yo u. tc:.ke t he 
lir.c and I ' ll take a ta:..:i·~" I s :: i .:S. , "Ea\.8 you 

I said , 
prie:s t s 

01 0'!1 , Mi.'<':,: , 
t o :Srook.-

got any . J"."tC ::.ey 
\·.'ith you , 1> ike? '' He s.::t i d, , " ~ot a cent·~" So I took o ut a 
col lc:.r a nd a :!al f ::tnd I g.ave u: ::.o hii:n ~ And I s a id, '' :.:;ovl , you ·-
C\·JC me a dollar a::1d a hal£ , and you O\ve me fo r t.hc meal . You 
d .:. d n I t ?U.Y for the meal , ~1 ike . Yo~ had no r:~oncy again • . " He 
s~ id , "l\"hen I get back·. to.: Ca:.'.bride , I' 11 s end a check t.o you. 11 

So :i left Mike ·. The next~ morning Jack c ame in the store to see 
r::c ~::1d })e said , "Benny; d,iq y ou f ind the shoes.? " I said , "No , 
! didn't . 11 He said, "Hm·~.\ : C.id Mike ge t:. out?" I said, "You 
.·r.oH ho-vJ '!1c got out , Hith~.' the wrong slippers~ " J a ck a lv;a ys 
liked to rib . I s::tid, ,·,J3ck , did you t.aJ<e t h e shoes?" iJc 
:;:tid , " No , I never took 'c.bc shoL!s., Denny . 01 :i s~ id , " Did Dobby 
t, ~ - c the m or 1' cddy? " lie '::>.ays·, "No , I don ' ·t knovl w!1o took the 
shoes . " .7\nd t h ::-r.t was thc .:cnd o f· t he ~hoe thing . 

J ::tck used to comc ' down t o my pl::tcc o £ bus iness, oh , 
::1, ybe twice :1 week , sit dQ\vn and talk to rr.c ubou t various 
t hir:gs . He wa s a g.r.ea t s~~imncr·, J ack was, and I sv..i c! ·~c h im, 
".i\2-·c you g oing out for f ootball , ,J a c k ?" He s:::!. id-- J u.ck 
::tl\·;ays f e lt he was a li tJc~-2 light for foo tball , but he used 
to play tag f ootbal l f or t?e house . They used to have h ouse 
tcurr.s :1::1d J::1ck used to pl<7-Y ~ J ack Has a little too . light 
::or footba l l but h e used ~-o go in for swir:.rning ~ Jack said 
to r:1e , 11 Y.y bro ther , Joe. , 'f.ants t o spe ak at some t emple .in 
~cwton , . Benny." Thi·s was ··?bout Spain beca use I Jchink tnat 
J c e , Jr . had aspirations p'olitica lly . And he saic?. , "Can 

... 

... 

., .. 
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:·. r r ·. ::0 c~-.c !'"'. -:.s ~~.::. d i c'i:-. 1 t :-r.e::
\,,hcre you belor:g ." 

I s~.id , III "C.i:ir"lk I c :-~:1 , J~ c\: ." P.11d I 1n:1clc _;_. rr .:.~ :-.. JC . :~c :--. -::. s :._. -=.:. 

Tc:::ple: Eir.::·,: . :-:.u.:; _ ~o:- Joe ~(cnricdy , Jr . to spe::~ t.:-:cre . Il::d 
J~c~ c :: ~c : lc::g ~nd went .ov~r to t he templ e , ~~d ~~~:.:; ~2~~ 

:-. !::.o.._t :J.OO peoi.)-~ ~ .. .:; _· -:; . ·.'1\n~. Jack sc:::..d to ine , II !ou ~nc::. I 
si :. tosct hcr , 2cn :1~' , z:nC:. let 1 s c riticize Joe if h e s:.v s . . -
~ r.y'l:.};i:: g t:h ~·. t i sn ~. t right . ·'Le t 1 s b::::-incr uu a cri tici s;1i J nv-

.. J ..,; -

;·_o '.·.' . " I s.::: id, "II it isn't r.eces s c; ry 1 1.ve \·JO:J. 1 t." so we 
~.:;nt there . He w~s suppose~ to spea k fo::::- t we:: t y ~i nutes c.nd 
:-...:.: <)o}.:o .:or :.hrce-qu a rters ··.of an hour . .?.nd evc:: ry:::oc..! go·c 
vc.::·; c:notio;::.-, l fr o m his spe~.ch I because he had gone to 

,. 
s~) : . i.:1 ~nd c.:::me ho:·::e . .. 

''h •. 

I-!Y:\ ES : ~nd this Has ~he time of the Civil War in 
Spa in? 

.· ... 
.... 

.:-.~COESO~ ; 'I'ha t ' s righ't. t: ; .nd Joe and J a ck c c.me back to 
the h ouse t o ~~ve di.:~ner a t my house . And we 
sc:: t doHn to ea~t and it wa s just impossible to .... 

c ;! t:. Everybody kep t coming _to the door for a n autograph from 
.:;o c, J ,- .:·~ nd . fin.Jlly I went;.,._ outside <:1 nd I sc.:irl 1 "Fo r tr.e love 
of Pc-.:.e, w.:-: it fo r the m<~ n to.. get through eating, would you 
~) _ c ~,:.;c ! 11 lind we · finished, ou·r meul ;:·:nd J oe und J.:~ ck left 

· I. · 
.:':o t· C :~ mbr ic.lge . " . 

~~ . 

Iil."Kl::S ; You s:~y he u sca to drop in m~ybe once or twice 

J:'.COESO!:'J: 

.:: week? 
.•. 

. At le ~ st twice:a Heck he would drop in the 
· stor e . . .• 

Did he ever inClicate to you Hhc.at he \Vz.nted 
Cio , when he go'9· out ·of Harvard 1 when he 
gra duc::.ted? 
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: . .=:!: e :: \~: ~~ c \·.t~ :c · .. v::. s ov0. ::: , t.-/!1C ~ 
- .~ . - . -

e~~ ::::- :: -c. ;-.~ 1: y o u:1g J z.c . .::. 1\:e::.:-.~.-uy 

a c orl cr6~s iona l c ~ :1did~tc ? 
J ' · 

Thc:ce was ~ Con0 r =s 3 
vs:c y ~riandly wit~ a 

d :!.C. '/0' 

;o.:.~g 

- - ':,.. · · .... 
sent le:na n 

b~' ti .e n2me o~~ :'like ~.:::vi l l e \•:no was a :::o r n~c :::
O L C ;:-· ::.~r i c~gc . J,nd ) li }<;_c Neville c a, 1e i n t o see r.1e z. nd 
me t o b e \·.i -c.·n h i:~1 , and~~ I wz, s vc -.:y ha?PY to !:,e vJ i th 
An ~ ~e ~~d his pic ture~ in my p l a c e o f business i n t he 

... ,. i :--.c:.c\·.r . 
\·.'=-~ s , J~c}~ ~'c : 1 ~.::Cy c ZlmC alon~ : d~C\."e L..:J t o :·~y ?l ~cc of b:.:,s:. 
:"". C S~ :-.r.C. \·.':!1:-\.cd. i nto "tl1e sto~e z.:1,:. s2: i<i; " 3e~ny , I' ~: a ca:-1C: i 
C. .::, t a ior Co:1g r css . " Ti.1e:ce \v~ s a ~).:.. c ".:.ure in t:.e wi ndO\·J, and 
he s u s g e s::.cd ~:o me t ha t mayb~ I o~:h t t o g o u p a nd s ee Mike 

· ~ · e vi l le: f ir s t .J :1d. d e cla r e my ?e l.::': J.:i1c::t I c oul dn ' -c. be w.:.. tn 
hi~ ~ow i:h.J t J a c k wa s g o i ng ~o be Congr essma n . Of cou:c se , 

• • ' J... ' t , ?' · . 1 . l ' . . t . . ,_ '.·.': .:!tc v e :c !-...e n::eay \·.'::l i!Lea. o O. Q , t:.i at: v/a s a ..L :c :..g n· w1.-::: :1 r.~e . 

:JO , I 'C OOk h is s u gaestion , · I ·:we nt. u o t o s ec J'.1i ke i':e v i lle a nd 
J ' ~ 

i; e c: rc<..!te d me vcr-; c: rz: c iouslv and I t old h i m Le f o re I l c::c::ve 
_, .... .J "') 

it ·\·/0:1 ' t DC s o graciously . ~ncl he s.:lid , . "\-\Tha t ' s '.:he ma tte r , 
E3er.:-.y? " ;, r.d I t old him tha t :· I was goin g to be wi ti1 J-Jck 
.:'c :; :·.c d v f o r Cona r c s s . He wa~ a lit.t le dist.urb od , but ne 

- J • :.,; '' 

:.;:l id , " Ec.:nny, i f I nad mo re t?.Coplc like you , I ' d know 
\·.'·,e re I ::; t :~ nd . II l\ n d o u t I wc n'c a nd t h e n we took Hike 
~cvil le ' s pic ture down a nd ptit J a c k ' s u p . 

liY~ES : Di~ you c a m~~ i~n f or hi~? 

. . 
J;ICOJ3S O:--J : Ye !:> . Tha ~..: ~)~ r 'i(icu lar d 3 y h e s:1id , ' On Hccl::esday , 

De n ny, I wc; nt a:- p l a t form bui lt ." I t \vas righ t 
n ea r my p lace 0i busin e s s . "And I want t o 

s ::x:!ak to t h e pe opl e arou nd h~.r." So I s a i d t o h i m, ' "Well , 
gee , I wonde r 'if I c a n get a ~ar9enter to p ut up t he plat 
f orm." He said , "Oh , y ou c an··: get one , Be :1ny ." So I said , .. 
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.. r · .:: c..:. c ss I ·c.::::: . II So \·: .:::? vc:::t· cur. , .J ::d I ~;ot > .. o l d o:: .:; co ·.~:-.~le 
f -1-· -~ ~- '""' "7'1 ~..:: t .. ... ,:-. , c: -- :L .... d. ~ ,. ., J J . ., . ~- .... ·· ·· ,. C <- - )~. ~..~...:rs . . -.t.c:. -~1 · ~"-~ , · ,'- c c c::n ::c.: m:::(e c;::.s ~ -· -·· ':J · 

'!O t~ ' vc sot t o i:Je c;:.:tc::ul. ' \·J i·~::l ti1i s :_J l a t for :n . . We d o:!'.·:: }·.<:.v :.:: 
·..:. i·.c :)::-O'Jc r \·JooC. 1'. 0\·/ . . You ,_.; ,~ .n -c. i '.: i:1 .J ht.:rrv . II So I s~: ::. c, , .. .. • : -
'·\·,"~ ' l l 'l:ic very c0rc£t1l ,._,_:_ !~'~ .:L. 1lc ~) : .: ·. ·t£o~t.1 . " So ::::. .c.".:: c:. · . . ~ -.:.c .. -.s 

cl.Jy or t\·/O L : -~ - ~.:·. ~ ::1c \·.'~:1t C:.own t.i:e re to s L)G ak to t:he 
,..., ) 1 -n~ J -- c'· cot"') ··i"8;-e --~~, - ~.1- h i e. s::>8~ c f-l FnC. st.:C:-l~t-: : - \..; . l \1 '--4 '-.Z. .~ ::J \...4 ~ \... .. -- •• ;.:; ;' ... .!.. J. 'j J. .;.;) t.: . \..:..: l ... . 

C:.cnly ~ic~~ cl Grace , who w3~ very close to -c.h z Kennedys , go~ 

u:) to 1:eln Jac:· .::;lo na ;Jr;d til tc::d '.:~e ola t f orm, a nd we all 
.. • .. • J •.( ... 

wen t off the pl~tiorm . Thc::t wa s the:: end of tha t platofrm 
.::;:-~d the end o £ the spe:ecn t:iiere. 

E'!':.'JES: 

····• 
I nclud ing the ~~ .Jndidate himself? 

_':, . 
•\ ,'t 

The candida te~ all of us, went off the platform . 
• ... 

, V.!ha t did he hc;'ve to say? 

Just t~lking. : I ~lways saic ~nd I maintain 
that tnat' s tn·~ day the New Frontier s".:arted . 

. ,. 

J i'.CODSON : When the pJ.:utform _w3s built . I :J lw.Jys m;:.: in
t a incd t hat . ~nd Jack t o l d ~bout his a s p ir;) 
tions ~ nd How~1e ' d lik e to ~c ;) Cong res sman 

~ nLl h e hoped hC 1 U <jCt the\ SU~ppor t Of the p u op lC . ,. ~ 

· llY:--JES : In the c~mp~ i j.n follov.;ing th21 t , then were you 
' close to the Fresi dcnt ? 

.JAC0!3SON: Close to h i m a"ll the time . If I didn't see 
J a ck , J ack wo~ld always c a ll me a nd ask me , 
" Benny , we took a ~::>oll here, we ".:ook a poll 

t.nere , and Hhat do you thinK? " And I'd ask him if he ' d . . . 
t 21ken a poll of the other c~·:::didate . Sometime s he would 
l .. vc t.~ken a poll of t he · pth~r ca ndidate and ~hen we ' d 
::: i gu :::e out the ?ercentage , vi'i:ere Jc.ck would stanc . Ar:d 
I ' d figure ou-c. wit.h him , · \vh.i·':-l he c2;ve m.::: the poll . I'd · 
-c;:ink that Jack was leadi.n g tpe:::c e;".:agewise . 

' · I . .. 
~ . 

. . .. 
· f., 

~------~··--· · ·~-·-----.. --------
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. · : \...! ::i~~:. ~ .:l~9 l1e s a id to ~;.c= , ~~~·:i, I..B·..:·: D:.. r1 ·· ·~-~ _._ sec -~:-.. e 

.: . :.:.:..ly ? .. :~ . -- - -
~~ ~~~ss_ J~ -co p~t 
~~~ -c ri.~ t you h~ve 

·l 
• I " No , 

·thi r.g ·~ :-. ym:r 
1 do a_~yi:.ning ·y ~ I I 

. . c . 

. (.;C, I l 

· c .: .. :; ; 

.. . . :- L -

' ' ... r. ' r · 
'-- .. J ..... -- .... .. . 

"' . ... .. 

:omit hins= there , Ecnnv . You're 
' - not· going 

I said , "I i:. O ~ 

Let • . 

..:; P.'.e o·.- ~ ,..,,,t11ing 1 ik -· '- 1-- .. ?" - ~' ··- • i -- ~.-: _ ...... u L. • 

. old t:1::1 ,~ in obcy<.H'.cc ." 
"· 
--· 

:\ .. . . h e e;1llc-.:i .. v ou LDJ? 

Jk c ~· .I lc 

'' ! : .• t: L '! c 
~: t: :-l .lk 

I -

J. i., .. 

t.':.i. ...: ... . ;J stu£ f?" 

( ( I ~ .. . • 
·.: i. t 

, ·: · ~: u -.; -j i: w:i. ~ - i . 

..:.u .n !. V/..L\ · h l~ob 

s .:. iC. , 11 NO , ~ 110V~o.. ~ ' -::. . I l"'a.:.. v2-r: 1
-;:. s :.v\2:. :1 .:..::. - tl1o us:·_:c.. .. u 

... \·/Ot: .ld n 1 t give i:·. ;;:.o hi:-.1 ·.:.:-. .:: t. I ~,,,~ .s do ::..:-..g '".l.l -chi s 
.: or ':\·Jcnt y minui:. -:::.·: z: nd co-u :..~ :-: ' t. co:::H; · .. _ .. \v .. :.:: _t. _ 

.id , " Ei , Little _..::; :: y J .::cc;;.::o n . " 

Little Benny J3co~son . 
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.T .CO.SSO.:\ : Li:.:. ::le l3e::ny J~ c o0sor;. . lvi1e n V!C l ~ ::dcd c: t 
Lo ," n :-. ; r·~o ·- - \:.,o .,_..d go"- out 1:!1a t T. P...;- \·!"'" o .~. v· ..... e :,; '- • ... ...... :_J ""'"'- ' \;:- \.... -- u_ ..... ... , 

pL:ne. .;nd ':le:~ste;::>pcd o ff '.:he pl2:-:e <:.:J·c~ o.ve~y

"!Jody :::;;, i d t n;. t L;JJ is }'.ere. ·:.-"l"lhe re 's L2J? ~\-::. 8:::-c ' s L.2J? " 
- ~ d J. ~· """' , .. n .... •· , - • n i ... . - ., ... ' . .... ~, \, 1- .- - 1. n 1 . "' . : : r .... ;~<..;y ""c..: e~..- - t: . n _r .. .: , ._ou .. CJ.,. -U- 1:1- •. g arounc. , ·..:":e c:-:-::.:..:::-c 
?l::ne . So so::. ~ '"'~ ~-! c ~ . mc UJ? a' nd s.:::id, "h7ell , -cher e Is LBJ 
\·J:.lki:1g out . " I \v <..s \v.::.-lk i:1g.'~ out \oJith ~o~ l'"lu:c·~)hy tmv<Jrds 
our c.Jr . "That 's Bennv J ci co;:;son . " "Yes, \vGll, that ' s LBJ." . - ....., 
And -cha t ' s how thaf haooened~. .. . . 

\·!Ould c .:; ll 

Benny , goi~g b~ck to t~e store on aarvard 
Sa uare , V b \l kn~'!l c-;ll the : ·enne.dy .:Ooys., Joe; - - ,, 
J a ck, Bobby , c(~:{-. Ted. We re t h Gy wna t you 

fc. s tidious dre .s se~;s ?.· ·wrt<: '..: sta nds out in your 
Dind comp~ ring t h e three boyi? 

\:: 

J '".COBSON : · ~.;:el.l , I got :co Je l l you a story a'Dout Jc:ck 
Kennedy. J a ck ~ennedy , we had a birthday 
partv · for Micnc"e l Grace, who was transferrincr 

-co No-ere D.J me. Mi;hae l Grac~!s birthday i wa nted to run.aJ 
little pz: rty for Ivlichae l Grac:e . So I in vi ted him to my ,. 
1:o-..1s e .::nd I invited J a ck Kennedy and a few o f his otner 
~riend s . ~nd , they used to h ~e these two colored boys th~t 
\,·ould <: l\v . . v s L<1 ke c .c1 rc of thch• in t hose duys . 'rhe v Ccl lled 
i t: t he: Col~1 CoZ"~st d,• ys . 1\r;d ·I inv .i.ted these two c;lorccl .. 
boy:; to m;·.n;:qe .-.11 .t h 8 f ricnu~ o f Mich:1cl CLi c c L.h ;.~· -c \ve r c 
ljui !H) to be ~.t: my 1~ome . A 1\d ·~~H.::k w:.: l ked in with ~ to~;c o~1 t 
0:1 . ?~t"lu t h e colm:cd boy went"::. to r emove. his topcoCJ t a nd the 
s -;ccvcs :~ n cl everything c a me r;i.:ght off. So everybody s t<',rted 
to l ~ug}1 . JZ"~ck didn't think there w~ s a nything f~nny a bout 
i;:. ~ . c .::. 11. It \·I.:JS just one o :t. those things. He turned 
~~ round to mG and he said, . '/Yo~'re my tailor .. " 

. . 

Did they run . up .::a big bill .i,.n yo.ur tailor 
shop/ Joe .and Jii ck? 
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Joe ~ould :u~ , ~ pret t y goo 
Bobbv , hi s ·biil was j ust ~ ~ 
"'"' '~ -1 -v ' c \·l"S -.~·:· ~;;-'- 1~, ···o-- ·· 
J. I.,..;"- '-A- .;;J (.~ Cl ' - - ~ .._ - \,;:; '.. J.. !..,..; • 

- ... - I. -
- ,J 

bill , ::-.01:. .:J;: c:-:. 
~~: ,/e: :c .:: gc ~.:.~1 ~ 

TL: ~1 C:_r ' s \-/~ :., ~..::~c 
:..;~:;.:e -;:ype oi: ;:: b il _ :-: s J o e, :Jr . 
'l'l: e i r ;.:,.::_ l vJ:. s vc ~~ " :-: .. ~c:.:.::.: ::t\2: 

}::;:.. .. ·.: J~_.; c ~ .:: ~l :"'. : -.. :_: .. J .. ):: ~. ' : :-. J . 

And I was ~ lw~ys c: cc~s0~ ~y 

~a rv~ rd ~th~ t I h ad te~ s~ir1:s of h i s . 
~--

\vhcn he :·sees me he alwa vs savs , " ~·ll1e re ' s 
And ·peo~le t:hc; -c don ' t u~ders;~ ~d :Sob}Jy , 

he is · on~ of the gre~test ribbers tha-c 

Eobby z~ L.cr he L~-~ 
u~ ti: t his vc~y d~ y 
r.~y si1i r-es, Ber.ny ? ·~ 
~on' ~ re~ lize 1:ha t 
\ve ' ve had a round. . 

EY~ES : Yot: took a 
boys , Joe , 

'lou= of ribbing f rom tho::: Kennedy 
'T~ _'.1. ...., - , rn d t' 
uC~~ / ~QP ;:n~ ~e 1 over ·ne y.::: ~ rs . .. .. . 

JACOBSO~ : And I sti l l ta~e it fro~ Ted ci.y l I still take 
it £:::-om Teddy .. L. J:..s ::: ma tter of f c: c-c, I wa s in
v i ted to eve r ·./: Kennedy .'''eddi r:.g 1 ··.r'hether it 

H.:is t1--.c g irls or the boys . l ,;r--.d w:1e:1. Teddy was get'cing rnc:.r 
r.:.. e d l J .'! ck c ul l ed me up ar:.d .'!,1e s e: .;i..d, "Pid you get c. n i nvi t a -, . 
tier:. from .Teddy? . I said , "'i:\'o , I diC.::1 ' t . " He sa i d , "You ' re 
~i .:-od , <Jren ' t you?" I sa id ~, 'l{? f cour se , I'm v ery mad about 
i L " .l\ nd. I didn ' t know wh.:o:tner J a c k H <:: s r i1Jbing me "Sa i n , 
bu~ I didn ' t re~ li ze it . ~nd I was sitting o ne d o y ip t he 
I\ :t·ke r I!ou s e \vi th Lieutena nt·.·.Governor Robe t·t £.:urphy ~·nc.1 u 
t.~ lcphone c u ll c ~.me ;:,t the P;.~ rkcr IIouse . rl'hey C::l lle cl t[le - ~ . 
SLol c rluu :..:c ~nd thev told t.h.cm I \v:•s d ovm ;:1t ll1c P:1rkcr 
l !ousc . . :'\.nu ~ · tc leL)1 ;nc c ~. i 1 ·c~1 me to me ·c.t the P .~ rker. Ilou se 
;.nd they s ::-: id it ,.,,, s l on_g di.~ t.:-~ nc e . I go_t.: on the ph.one ~-,nd 
il '''~ :s from Virg ini ;:. , ~·, nd··. 'l'ed.d y .got on t h e phone . . He s2 id , 
" Ec:1 ny , \ve hcven ' t received your: c:.cce:~t""ncc to my wedding . " 
I s.::·id , "You ·big b u :n you . · I-16\v cot!lC. you . r e ceive .:m a ccep t ance , 
\·/i1en I neve r got ;:; n invitc. tiqn ?" · .z, ~1d these \vc r e the very 
\·.'Ords . I ' l l never £orgc t . ?;Ie said , " 13enny, h ow c2n a I<e r;.nedy 
1 d ' ' • t' • ·,-., ., • - ' ? II ~· d • ' " d 1~ve ::: . \·.re .a l.ng vn.. .r.ou-c ::1 ~-=nqy u Z: co.oso n . .r. 1:.ne nex .: ay 
in the m: il I got a n · invita tton · with , I t hink, a dollar and 
fifty cents o f s t~mps , ~peci~~ delivery , r~gistered a n d 
eve ::-yt.hing . o £ cour se, I \vc-r;: t' to B;:o~xvillc . That ' s \vne re 
':' e:C.dv \•J,.s ii:u rr ied . (7hile thQ.re i:1. Brcr.:-:vi l l c , )-i.r . [..::-cs..-:: ·:?:1 

' - . 
P . ] l<ennedy , Sr ., Bobby KennG~dy , 2 r:d. Teddy \·Jere s t2 r:.C:ir.g 
t.ogcthcr ~nd t hey c~l led me ~~or . ~~ . Kenr:edy sa i d to xc 
t h is , ''Denny , s1..n :)ose Bo1Jbv }.(er-r . .::: C:.: ~\: ::-ls aca ir.st Bob iV:.'..::.~ p::--.v 

.. .. - ' .... J -

:.'.:~. t <Jre vou ~cine t o do? " J a ck s a id to me , for govc;: :-:or . 
- J J 

"Answer "c'::e q uestio n . " I saia , "Mr . K~nnedy , I have never 

.· .. .. 
·, 

l 
I 
I 

I 
f 
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cc : .. ..:: 'e.G s·...:c; :-· \·lor:d 2:- £u l ~-:•eddina . 11 Ec s:1ic~ , 11?,n::; ·,·.'C :C ·..::1e ,, -' 

- ' 'o"' 11 ,o:_ ..., __ ,~ -.L s~· ia· , ~~ '.'.· .. e'~..- ,,.,~ .,., pui· l. t '·1· .; ~ •·· " q_ u'-_;~ - ... ,_ ~ - -: u .~ _ '- L..1 .... S \·.'c..:y , .:.v.~ • .;'\C:'.. -

~cJy . !£ Ccbby is goi~g \ O be a c ~nd~d~tc~ l et m.:: a~swc= 
L:·. ~.: c~t:cstior: ·c:1c~ . 11 J 0ck:::sa icl, ".t, rc;::: you s:. tis.:ied , D~: C. -:· 11 

or- \-::: .. ::cv.::r he c :: _ led i:ii11·;: I don ' t remcr,1'JJc ::.· :.:.1:-.; \·.: o :.· -.~- . 
...:, !'.d Joe. :.::~: :..:2. , ~ ·r c y bu boys satisiic:c:?·11 .~r.ci none 
c~ ~~c~ we re s~~is ~le4 ; b~t we left it t ha t w~ y. 

'·· \. 

h11~<: t \·Jere tl~-e d.::ys a t I·Iv.:Jr:nis Port like b::ck 
in t~e l a te '~hirties , Benny? 

J:~,COESON : Yo'..! • d go do·:.>'ri to :-:va ::u:is l?ort ;:, r.d , o f cou::.·s e , - -
t he boys wc~e at~lc~:.cally incli n ed . I ~lw~ys 

s ZJ id ;;:, Kennd_d y' ·l12d thr ee \•Ji::c:s . !T . athl .:::tc 
u~u:l ly h 2 s two wincis, bec~us e they h~vc th::t somethir.g 
e x-.:r .:-•. t!'-.;)t r:obody e l s e has: a nd t hat 's wher e t:nei r success 
h .. s b ee n . And when I say~hird wind, I ~ean hard work . 
Sve rybociy. h e:: s ~ccused t he ·.Kennedys of h c: ving c.. l ot of money . 
Of c our s e, t hey h~ve a lo~ of money. Other p~ople· ha~e lo~s 
o.: ;-.:oney. · There are peopl~e jus t: a s rich a s the Ken0,eclys, 
~ut you ' ve. go t to put the ~ork into things a nd t ha t ' s exactly 
\-!l&:.; t t he Ke r.nedys did, pu( the work into sometl':ing z. nd· 
tigh t for whc. t the·y wa nt . > 
BYNES : 

... ... 
" 

Eenny , was it ~u~pr {s ing to you thnt the y oung , 
skinny , ;1' s '-J.b u put it , Il:) rv~ rd student of 1936 , 
grew up to b~ President of the United stn t es? 

Ji1CO BSON : Of c our :.;c, ir~ my posi t ion r .i.cj1Yt now , I c ould 
:..;:ly ye::..> , ;:-, n<.J.\ I ' u be ;1 m~1 n Lh~·.L:. could sa y Lh.::::l:. 
Denny J :1 c9bs<;?n could tel'! when :::1 m~;n is going 

Lobe Prc~ ident . nut I ~ l~.:.J ys felt ~s I did in ' 56 , whe n I 

D~ cl~ ~ prediction after we~' lost the · Convention for Vice .. 
President the l as t minute . ~ we had i~ and we lost it the 
l ~ st minute , which I think~the timing is a lwa ys good ' fo~ a 
!?resident , for t h e Kennedy;·.~ family , who a h .,ra ys, i n my opinion, 
cio things properly a nd the~ ·timing t~ere was terri f ic b e caus e 
I did r.z:ke t h<:1t statement . ·:· I w.:::1 s ma~ , I ,::;dmi t , when we· 

~ . 
lost it. , but I s a id , " I n m~i o ninion , i n the next election of 
1960, J ack Kennedy wili ·~ go 1:- to ~the 1.: 0 ? . " 

Hl.'NES: 

. . ~:. . 
·~ .. 

Yo u me ntioneg· this t o a ne_ws pe:per columnist? 
I .. ; .,. 

'I 

· ~ 

-· ---·-·-~----~ - ----·--.. --
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I r.12:1t .:. or:cc~.'· ~:}~ i s ·.:. o ~ r:c \·.' s:?:--~)cr co~.:_:!:"::. i :.: ·~ z::·.:~ 

this newsca c h r is ~~ted Scntcmbcr 5 1056 , ~~d 
t,: .._ ~ ., - I 

T l\1 '":de · t 11c -='c ~ te~t1CDL. t~1CI. - --d '· ":·e ·c:- - :-. •· c··• r.-."'- .; . - ... .... - l...... .. • • ..... .. .. ' ..... . . ..:,:, '- ... ._ . .. \..,.: . . ...... - -

J 0cobso:1 , .co.: cf'. ~ ir:110:.n of t:·.c :\ ::.:-.::. ::.~:y ::o:c v :.cc 
Pres ~de;r: t c or.t-:1i t -c.ce z~ t :.::: ~ .~dDo .~~oc r z, t. i c :'\:: :_ .:.o.-: _ :_ c..:, .. ". ··:~ .-- -. .i. e.:". I 

\·.'<•s <.t the opc::i::. -:._ . . · .. :. :;;;v;c.:-.~s t h.;. '..: four y;:; .:..; rs fro:r. r.ow Jo::.n 
\·Jill be i n l .:.nc fOr e n eves hig!-.er o f ::ic e 1 '.:he tO?, 11

• 

You · werc out ~ t·the c o nvention i:1 '56? 

J.i'.COBSO)l' : Yes , I was a~ Chicago . 
.. : 

HYi.\£ :3: Did you tell ~he President thc:1, Bc ::.:1y, th~'.: 
you t~ought ~our y::.~ rs ~zter th~t he wo~:d ~e 
ele.::: ted Presi:den ~c? 

" ' .. 
I told the Presidc:-:t .:. n l 952, \;then he ran for 

/•, 
J i\COI3S ON : 

Sen: tor .. He ~alled me U? one d~y 
11 Ben:1y , we ·. do)\ ' t look 'too good in 

Go out there and hit ev~rv ~oor i :1 ?rami ncham . 
~ • .J 

~: l·c a oing out t nere . I wan·t you out the::e. Go 
.J • ' 

a nd he said , 
F:::-ami·ngh2r,1. 
My siste:::-s 
out e:':1d :-.it 

cverv door , ~.nd if there ' s :'lo one f:or.1e , c:J·o 'b::1c\:. II 
- L 

<bout four d ;.Jys in Framingh0m a n d his sis'cer s C.icl , too. 
il r.J \·Jhen I got throuc:;h wi t'!1 ·~. =·':.:~:n~1inc:;'i1 :::1m I si:l id to myse l f I .. 
"This is the next Scn;:n.or of · ~!:.:! ss:·, ::;cl:usel:ts . 11 Pco~'lc ;:ilvJ;:;ys 
:~; ; id to mo , 11 De nny , how ~.:m>you e v er s.::y '' 'Lh:i.n~J like t .h:.:rl.:? II 

!>u l.: pooplc di.,t ·not rc~ li ?- e th~ t I tr ~ velcd .:1 lot w.L ·:.:h ,J<.:: ck , 
..... ml I don ' l ~)l'~ t emol:ion:J l .:1bout people i n t.1 c s l r~..;c.: t ~; be: 
c;:u:...:c ;:1 lot. of people do0 ' t···~vot.c I iJut I coul.c: sec t 1e 
·tl:cn~.l . Oi: course , there we~~ m;:wy youngsters : Everybody 
thOUlJhl th:.:.t J·~.ck w.:-.sn ' t ·;nL!c-l·icd .::rt t hz:t pa :::-ticulz•r '"ciwe a:1d . . 

the young girls z, h-.r.J ys t h ought they hud o good shot at hirn. 
:2 t:. I . then pr~dicl:ed to J a ck·, " J 2ck, you Ire soing to be t he 
Sen~. tor ;o,nd you 're · going to "·be the President ." And he 
~t~ r~ed t o l uu gh.. ~ 

.. 
J .; C03 SON : 

... 
• s .. . 

And he just · l~ughed? 
... 

He jus·t laughc.d . 

\ ': 
\•!.:. s he clisap;?o'inted i n 1956 ~,ii1en he missed 
~:he vice ;?r.~siuenti z 1 nori-.ina -cion? 

~... 

... .. , ... 
--~----

t 
I 

·I 

I 
I 
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fTl "~ "- "l .... ; '"'i. 0 , •• d ,·., ...... J • ., . ......... _ - - '\ ...... .. , -_ne \·: , y L- _1-•• gs cctL.re , \·. J. c..:L. n~. -~ . .~el:Cc,, .1 -=: •. a ::. .,. ~ .. 
~ little dis~p9ointed . Du~ we ~li lc~t ~~c 
convc~~io~ h &l l 2~d went i n ~~d ~2d ~ = ; ~d-' .. 
s _:-, .i.d, "'::..:; h.J .¥e :. not:-.c r ::: ir.:_;~1 t. co:~·.::.. =-: t; . " 

J~ c~ ~c~~edy ~aid . 
'I 

'" 
He . indicated; t hen t~~ t he W3s go ing t o .start 
fig:-1ting fo::•· 1960? Benny, ir. knmving t he 
Pr.::!sident , w1i-cn he \-!c-:s a student a t H2: rvard , 

,_,ou ever ~~ve the o~p6ttunitv t o a o out wi t h him 
!:'- - J 

soci:.lly? 
sio ns, but 

J:,COBSOJ::\: 

I know you h~d hi~ ~ t your house on ~~nv occ2 -
did you ever ta~e ~ trip with him? 

.~ ,. 
In the th~rties J a ck would be in ~ew York, 
and he 'd c2ll me and ask me ~o come down to 
New York . . ··A~d I'd go down t here an4 h e'd say , 

"Le~ 's go ou~ to t'1e Grace' .. house ,u a nd I ' d suy , "Okc::y . " And 
I s :::~ id, "h'hat c-.rc you goin;g to use, t h e Ford?" And he sa icl., . 
"Yes. " So we'd get out ~ on~: the road and I'd say , "Pull 

' t II - - • - II Oh I l ' ' ... h over: z.na ge some gas . de:=. sa~a , . .. , were _oaaea vn·c. ga s, 
Benny, just loaded with ga~ . couldn't put onothe r drop in 
there." \<12 'd get out to d::Ieens Boulevard or Quee n s _County 
And we ' d r u n out of gus . 7 nd I' d turn ~round ~nd s~ y, 
"You 're lo~.ded wi th g.Js , h'uh , · J ;:·.ck?" l\nd i .e' d l ~ugh ;; nd · 
l:l U (jh . ,\nd we ' d h :-. ve to p~~:::;h th.Jt c.:-~r to ·he n·:xt.' 
I ' u :.; :Jy to him , "J.:-~ ck , let·::' s CJCt somebod y to ·ow thi::; . 
1 t ' 11 only be <:1 couple of .~oll.Jr: ·s ." "~o , let. 1 s g et some 
e:-:crcise . Let ' s push this: c u r:." And \ve ' d h~1ve to push the 
c ~H· to the next gasoline s.tc:J'cion. M0ybe it 1 d be '-' mile 
<:. w .. v .::nd JJush c:1nd I'd s ·~v,'-~ " Jack, I c 2::: 't keep pushin') . " 

- .. - ' ¥ 
"\\.ell , you try and use . . sol\\~ extra strength and don It get 
L .zy ." .l>:.nd that w;;;s my ex:'fK:rience wi·.:h Mr . -Kc;:1nedy driving 
h is Ford .1 · ... 

'· · . .; 

This was an :old Ford he had. .\·ir.e::: he was 2. 

student? 

JI\COBSO~: When he 

··-
,_ 
.• 

was :c: 
' 

.. . 

.. . 
v .. 

,,_ 
' · .. 
l..' 

studGn'.:, yes, an old Fc:::-d. 
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~: y_ · ;:::s : ;·t:-. :: t: ot:1e :::- e:"Jisod0 s took :.)l ~ cc in ·.:.::-.c colll 
Coc st v~.lCi:C!;:-i;:.: I BC:1ny , v ... ::c.::: t.1;c L'rcsidc:::.t 
\·.'::s <.. stu(~cnt 0'-.J.t t:}1crc? \\'hut .:::bout t!:.c 

~~t:~~r o ~ footb · 11 tick~ts for H.:::rv2rd g~xcs ? Did you ~~vc 
· · · SU')l)lv on ·J·,, -.,-,~ ,-:o,- .:: 1· i -=- na"s o .::: ·---r. ') · · · t:.o .-: c~p '-~ L -. ..... 1 •• ~ __ J- .. .-~ J... ~... .. .~. c ;..:....-c.s~~...:.:.:-. :.:c :-, :·.:.:-~ ·:;· 

intO 1:0\·Jr., ::r i L: .. ' .. ~ ..;, ~ s-1:'-.J.dents? 
"· - ~·. 

Ye s , -chc ~ootba ll playe r s liked ~c f a irlv well. ,.· J.:\COBSOX : 
·. I used to··1 go ou'c. t o footba ll 't:)r actice . I was ... 
very closb to Coa ch [Richard] Harlow a~d I 

w: s the only one .:::llQwed to s e cret ?ractices z~d even i~to 
the room \·Jhe :::-e t h ey g c;, v 6· the s igna ls o·...:.t fer tne S<:. t u:cd.::: y 

1 - d , . !. •• ' I . • • h II V ' 
g ~~C . ~na ~ ~se t:O , S .JV ~~on i: DC~Ong . e:::-e . _Q~ St:~y 

:::-ig i:.t:. he re, Benny , " Co:;,·~h II<:1rlm·1 1.:seC. to s2.y t o me . .P.nd , 
oi c ourse , I h a d so m.::: n~ friends a nd s o manv big s~ots t ha t 
w~n t:cd these tickets: A~d evervbo~v liked t; s it o n the 

l t> - -

iifty yard line . And the football pl~yers would bring them 
do~n t o· me and I 'd givei them out t o very c l o s e people o f 
mine. 

EYNES : 

Ji\CO.ESON: 

"· 
~.~ 

Did the P~esident ever ask you to give hiw a 
c ouple of~ tickets? 

Oi1, yes , t'}lC PresiC::.c!1t would c .:::ll un .:-md s.:~ y , . ~ . 
"Ben ny , I .~d: l ike ~o sit on the fift y y ;, rd 
l ine ." · I ' d s:.:J y, " Ilmv m::1ny ticke·t.s do you need ? '' 

1\ ncl he'd s ;1y, "S:i.x, c.i..~;ht~ .~~ I s.:~id , "We ll , you ' re t<:.k:i.n~J ~.u. 
o~ t hem . 11 hnu he s.::~:LJ. , ":." WeLL, we need s ix or eight unyhow . " 
A n~ I ' d always h~vc ~he~ av ;) il2b l c . 

.': 
• . 

IIYNES : Benny , ·.you visited the v-7hi·te House, I k:1ow, 
on scverai inst~~ces , but before t he ?rcsi-··- .. 
dent was alt;::'c teCi , wne:1 h e was the United 

St2tcs Sena tor from Mas~~~husetts , did you have occa s i on to 
vis i t him in Wa shingtoni 

. ·' 

··-·· -----·~~--

'· ' 
\' ... 

.. ... 
1;. 
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•.· 
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:cs, I used t~ so there pro~~bly o~cc ever¥ 
ti:rcc or fou r:;·;_inonths . Lc:.t I O.o r c::.1em?::>e: r tl-. is 
i ~cidc~~ disti~c L.ly . I~ 1959 ~y oldc~~ s~~~~

c:·!i2.c: , \·.·1 .. !0 J. S :1 0'.·.r ::~~ f' t.c e:-: , ~rnd. l1e ':lZ:s fOl1r c;: fi'/- '' ..:; ~ . ._- ... 
~·c'-.:: . ; cr 1:::cn, ·.-: . . . -~ -- to go i.:o Hw s:'1i::.')ton . An C. I took !:ir.1 
:-. .:. o::.' ; \·;i t }: my \·life:, c:nd \·Je \\•c:1t Cicw~ to se2 the S en::J tcr . Ar.C: - \ . . 
•.-:::c :~ I \·:e::-:-c. in t"·w r<2 he int::'od· ... ~ced i:~e to Joun Cr~\vford c:nd 
!:e:~.- ilc:s;.;.:.-.:-:Ll . lind while ~;/e \\'e re in 1:.}1er12 we 2. ll ~cook j_)ictures 
· -~ - -- ·., r "'nc.' '· 'ne Pr "' ·~d"'ni'..- ;-'--.,-, .. .,, . ,....CL- e " B"'"'1 1 0" '- V':J '-' ... .. e _ . -~ . ... . "' s - "' 1-: ~.- J.'-'"' c. .• .:.:•-.L.! m , "'--1 y, y ~ 

r e:-:.: i ::. iKre bec c=: use I wa nt ~ou to go somC\-ihe r e with me . " 
s0 ~o~ ::. cr~wford 2nd her ~uiba:-:d left and ~Y wife a ~e rny 

• \~ - . ...,. , • ..... 'n .': (~ \,, .-.~- v .; c ;~~'tg - ....,. •..!::t ~ .,.,...c.i ..:. "'-· .. , 'l o,:'"t'"'l_,; .~ (: "'-';QUe:",-· -t"\r-. .C-l")C• 
'_; - •••• ~L. -- • • '-'··'- -'- "' -'- l..-'-• • O J..!-J-... . '-·•'- • • ··· - '- l. • ·~'- '-•··'-- '- • · "'-

• .._; :1:.u.; 1.:.\..:ildir.g. And I wcr. t v.'i..'c:·. C':Jck to t i.1e H:-:i-ce r-:o-..:.se 
::o ~:·.c ct: ~ m.o:n by the n ame of C:::.st:cc, Hho Ha s invitc::C. t i--.c:::-e 
by ::Lc Prcs ic.ent of the uni~cd s ~cates, then Dwi·g:'1t E::..sen-
1:o· .. :..:;r . J\nd walking towarcis> che re Jac;.;: :<ennedy sa :..d t o r:le , 

.~ 
11 :.:. l.: .. :-:y , \·Jho we .:.re going to ~;.sec ::10vl \·iill c ost t:s m1.:ch s;:::- ief. 
/ ·.r.J I d on ' t just under s tancit this , Benny, why this ::nc: n is being 
i :~vi ·:..:;d to \.•7~shington , but .that's t~e situa·cio:1 . B '-.1'.:, j) 8 -

_i c ·: ·...! :nc , Benny , 'chis m;:;n i ~ going to c os t us plen·cy 'or: . 
._; :: ie: .:::. II l\nd \ve . got there uQ'd J c-, c .< r an u;::> t11e st;:-.::..:::-s '.:o '.:he 
~ecur ity pl~ce . Al l thc · set~tors were t h ere ~nd gencr~ls . 

:\ t~J I w:: ::; left clown s t ;:, irs , .:-~nd I holle:.:- ..:d un , "Thcv wou.lcln 1 ·t 
J.L:' . ~~~ up bcc:~use o£ the sc~ur ity ." J·~,ck h;d l eft fir s t . 
_:, ::d .J· •. c k ho l le r ed down some··:· wo r d:::; Dnd t.hcy le·t me c:;o .i.n 
lh~ :· .::. i\t '-1 \ vC ::: tood thcr~ for ::d.Jout .::1 h::: l f ~1n h our <HH1 h e 
...: :•;c-.: Jown:.:t ::~ir ::; . /'. nd he ::;;·,':td , "h'h ~1 ·t dicl you think , Bcnny'l " 
I :-; . 1.~ , "J:•ck, I t hink the ~ume i'l s y ou ." IIc s:1 id, " Denny , 
I jus t. don't undcrst~n1d thi~ <Jt c: ll . 11 

J:,CO:BSON; 

De didn ' t liko the idea o f Castro being i n 
:i. 
< W<:!shington. 
.•. 

Ii.e didn 1 t like t he idee:. of Castro beir.g in 
Wushingtorr. He didn't like the idea ~ec c:us c · .. 
o~ Castrol ·s b~ckg~ound. Let :nc put it t~is 

\,•-:. y , being i n \•:'c.sr1ington, J~:ck a lHays l iksd. everyo ne , b ut 
bee :. usc l1e ~.:. ncler s tooci Cc. s'c:::-~ . Imcl oth-::r ·') co ~-:> l e: t::·i ....:.i to 
ur.c c:::-st<:nd , but c oulCj. not u~·derstand him , ~ i.J-..:.t Jack did: 

-----------------------~~--~-------------------

I 
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source 

". t: -..:. , ::.:c.:1nv , i '.,~ · ':!5s:: 1 t teo mc; ::. y yc 2 r s l :::: t er - .. 
-:-_r-_ .. ~ ..... ._ h ..... "O""'.:r-..:- -···~ r,J"' l· s ou;_ -t·o vo, ... -- --.: r ..;""' ..:...~ (':l -· - "''"' ............. .... <.;;.: -. L. '- - ..... . '-'j.;. .l.. .. ~ .. L. • • .:: 

\ ·:1·: :. ~8 Eousc \·lh.cn he \·l2 S President . CoulG. you 
tell us ;::bout: ::l1-::: ~ · el.) .:.. soO:::e? ... 

'· 

J.~C03SO:~: : \·.'C:1t dow:1 t o :· t.:1c ~·~:.i •.:c:: :-rouse to sc ;; tf:.e !?resi
de:J.t , one o:: ti.1:cs;:; r .. _:\'7 occ :::. sio;:~s \:.rr:en I •:12nt 
there. ?nd we: ~isc-ussed .t h a t 2::d he soid, 

" \\' .1~.t ye c:r w::.s it, B.::nny , th~t I s?o:·: G obcu t C<1s tro?" .1\ nd 
I s.J ici. , "1 959, .:-.·~:c . i?resident"t." E e se:id , "Benny , this is 
no~hi~g ~cw to me . I'~ not~ bit suprised . Benny, tha t 
t:h2'\: 1 s .\·.'i.l. cl t we 're co;:~::rontec-· \vi-:.h . " And he s::::id , "You see 

:·· 

~his little' red button?" It~ .. "was on a ·.:e lc:_:.l·10ne. .L s e:: J... d , 
"Yes ." He said , " I3e ;:~ny, I tpoug~·.: I 1 d ha ve to push tha t 
b utton. " l \nd c:s I do remer.\De~ tha t I \vc: s invited to the 
1·n1.:i. tc Hou~c thC'l t p<:rticul~ r 1pc:.y to meet the President . fl.nd 
hs . p riv;> t'? secretr-·ry , Mrs ·. I~~ncoln, <:1sked me t o CJO into the 
roo:~' :o nd st"y there <1nd hc 1 C(L~ be s u rprised and get c. g r e .:J t 
k i ck o ut. o £ it. l\1.1d I <lS)-\.eC:('. h er i£ it: w:··s a ll right .Jncl 
~;he ::; ;iLl , "You d o ;:, ::; I ~-;;1'y, 'De nny . You 0 0 into t h ;1t r on:1 ." 
1\ nJ I v;; · :; in the r oom ;.11 , , ),\i?ne ·<l nd I s<Jw t he h el .i.co;Yter 
L 1nu in the y.:11:u. lind L.1:.c f~ rs t thi ng I :.; ow cond.nlJ in v;us 
~~ sccul.·ity m:.n . · l\nd I fiJu:J_:cd \·Jel l, t.his is the end o£ 
me , bci :10 i n the Pre s ident 1 s~ office ; ,lone . But the Good God .. . 
v:.:. s v:.ith me , :-:nd the President se:cmec to ove'rcome the security 
m~~ ~nd he w~ lk6d in · first ~~cl w~lkcd towa rds his desk . 
l'-. nd \·:~1cthcr he h::d eyes in t i.:lC b 3 ck of his hqad I don 1 t knmv 
;:nd };e s;. id , "Denny , hO\v a re;;· you?" l.nd I walked o ver to 
t;1c i?J:esidcnt , .Jnd I w:::. s ~ui,~e relieved bccc::usc the security 
m~n then left . ~ 

E~.:'Ni:S : 

H~BS : 

· ~· 

Ancl t!1is \·l~S wc,C:1 he b rought up the matte;: of 
the ·red butto"-··:-o:-: "C. :". .::: p:C:one? 

,., ··-
;.,ncl he w.Js re:Serring then, o:: course , to the 
B~y of Pigs in\i :.. ::;:..-:-. :.. in Cuba? 
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J.~,co:so); : Co1::::-cct , t11.il1g -· 

·tr s .Jid , . "~'lr . Pres-ident , '.•.r;•v .:.r c 

· , . rl~ 

s~r ..• 'v-IZ- s uqothcr 

! -

.In h is office he h~d a =u ~· a~C ., .-the. 
-::.n c r e- Ht. s r.1:..: :::-c _e goi r:;; out. t .O\va rC.s -.:he y::.: rc.. .:. :-. .:::. ·.:.~· . .:.:::-.::. 
·.:.\·.ro h ole!:: .:..:. ~~ . ..:.~ . ~:lrble . .0.!!d I s:...id -::o him , · ")1!.- . 

!?res:.C.c::~-.:. , ,.,:,y .:. _e these-;:.-~,;;~ i1olcs :·rere? " He soiC. , ":S.:::r.ny, 
you' rc -c.l..:; secor: · m:::n t:.'hc: t ···nc: s 2 sked tha t question s i nce 
I 've bc.sn Presid8m: . It' s·~:r a goo d quest ion . h'hen Dwight 
E.:..s cnho we:::- w.:1s Pr es ident h~ used to put h is golf shoes on 
.:. c ~is dbsk and ~ fcer h~ sicpped o~£ t~e rug he hi t these 
th.:..ngs <-.nC. made t~:is .:..mpre·t\sio ::-1, r:tc..cle -.:.l:esc two !-.olcs t ::.:;re . " 

rlYN'ES : Benny , 
<:: lon g 

1.. 

fror:t .$.eptcrr0)er 1936 to Novcn1bcr lS63 .i..s 
t i me , ~twentv-seven years, t hat.vou knew 

~ - -
t~e Presiden~~ Is there any one thing or per -

hu!)S severa l 
s::_x:n o£ yea rs 

things · t hat s~a~d o~t in your mind over that 
,:,bout John F. Kennedv? 

·~ -.-_, . 
• 1', 

. J l\COBSO.N : 
,,,_.., 

John P. Kenneay lived up "co every e::{pecta tion 
tn'at I knc;\v Le was goi :1<J to a nd that 's this : 
IIe · \ ·/.:JS :-1umanE;-·, he put. his shoe on the o.t. c= 

iellow · ~ foot . In t h i s w~~ he could Dn~lyze 2 situ~tion . 

\·:i1 e h it c< me t o hum_~,n bc'ins~s, · he w.-.sn ' t r.. ·st in m;: kin<J z: 
.:'icc i :.:;ion . I!e thou <Jht th.e t!1in J over very core f ully , :-1 nd 
~ Ltcr he m:-1de hi~; decisfon ~;1lmo st 100 percent he \Vc•S ri<Jht . .. 

I 

Ji\'NES : Ill~ w:1:;; v ery (~~Lo~e , De:nny , to ~')eop .lo who knew 
1 i m yc :-1 rs b~~~ before he entered politics ~ nd 
he m.:JinL in.::( this friendship, ~s is brought 

up in yot:.r c .:. sc , .:: ll thrm::cj h the years . l". nd you' rc 0 m;;:n 
\·/ho h .:-: s never held politic;:;~ office: , n·ut yo'-l 'vc help..:=d the 
Prcsidcn t in '' ll h.i s c c::mi.)a 1'gns--and 
Sen.:. '-Or :Kcnne civ , Edw~ . ~d I<:ertnedv , in . - ,. -

I im~ cine vou h eloed 
J - -

his _c ampaigns , too? 

·.:o !1irn, 
doing? " 

.. .. 
I'm sixty- two yeo~s old now 

~nd I do hopc~ the d~y wil . co~c . 

0 '"' "' •- .~,i- c· .T.., c ·i-
... \,:; \,.. J. l - •• ~ • u ..... .'> 

"l::o'.-J' s Teddy doi~<J? :· 

I Hould ~lw&vs ~~ ve: - .. 
: . r.... H ' s ·--:.'_eddy doing? EO\v' s 'l' cC.C:y 
·to s .ivc ~=-6 the pro~cr ~nswe= 

'T' ..., 4 c.' - a 1 - v - c.~ o "':) - .:... "' , ,- " ... .: ....-~- 4 ... . .. . _ -.; ..._. "'j _ \vo _ :::. ~..;: ::> '-<·;-.... __ ':.i • ' ... .... •• - .. ' J • 

c~e d~y is c orning 
his brothe r held. 

when our .~ed.C.v will r.old t.he office t.hc:t ... .-

"·' 
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\ \
7C: '\' ~ b~Ci'l t~,l}.:: i rHJ · \V i t.l·1 ~Ir- .. Bcr. J 2cobso:-.. o~ 
c ~: r.1l:n:idg2 ~ 'l'his ~s J.:: c k Eynes of 1\ii·LDH- TV 
in Boston . 
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