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JFK: . . . he'll blow me out of the water? Uh, what . . . Is there any . . . 

Dictabelt 4K, Item 4K7 

Mansfield1

JFK: Yeah. But, uh, . . . He's probably gonna ask me to do something. Is there 
anything I can do? 

: Not you, Kerwin. 

Mansfield: Well, now, the only thing is this. Uh, What a . . . He is very much disturbed 
because of his opposition to the aquarium bill that Kerwin has knocked out a 
lot of his projects in the public works bill. 

JFK: That's right. 

Mansfield: He will show you newspaper clippings which will indicate his and Edith 
Green's defeat. And there is nothing that you can do. All you can say is that 
you'll call up Kerwin and see what you can do and we will try to get Bob Kerr 
to do the same thing over here. 

JFK: I see. Well, why did . . . Why did the senators let it go? Because I suppose 
they're mad at him, too, aren't they? He's been kicking everybody around for 
so long and finally they decided to kick him, I guess. Didn't they? 

Mansfield: Well, of course, that's partly it. But, it was a personal thing with, uh, with 
Mike . . . 

JFK: Surely. 

Mansfield: . . . and I think a lot of them are a little bit afraid of Mike because of his 
power, uh, on the Interior and other, uh, appropriations committees over there, 
and they thought, well, they'd better go along. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Mansfield: And it's . . . . The amounts are really small. They . . . They don't mean 
anything. 

JFK: Yeah. Yeah. 
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Mansfield: But, I think, uh, that if you would say, well you'll call Kerwin and I'll get Bob 
Kerr to talk to Kerwin, that might be the best way out of it. 

JFK: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Well, why don't I call Kerwin before I see Wayne 
and see whether I can do anything? 

Mansfield: OK. 

JFK:  Uh, but, I mean Wayne . . . . sheesh! . . . OK, Mike. Right. 

Mansfield: OK, Mr. President. 




