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October 21, 1963, 11:45 a.m. 

Conversation #3: President Kennedy and Prime Minister Lester Pearson 

P. M. Pearson: ---------- maritime workers. 

President: Right, how many they got up there? 

P. M. Pearson: Oh, they got some hundreds and they're still coming in. This was a terrible 
thing for them to have done when we were so close to a settlement. 

President: Right. 

P. M. Pearson: And this has got the backs of our Labor Congress up and in spite of our best 
efforts over the weekend, we can't get them to resume any kind of negotiation 
as long as this sort of thing is going on. 

President: Right. 

P. M. Pearson: Because, you can understand, with these people bringing this kind of pressure, 
and I think our friend Paul Hall knew all about this, and New York, too. Now 
I will have to back up to the Labor Congress in this attitude. We have 
demanded that these people go back to work. At the present, this morning 28 
ships are struck in Montreal harbor. And this is illegal, entirely illegal, and we 
will try to make that clear. No, what we hope to do, we will have to proclaim 
our law, and we will have to put, uh, see the best end we can find. And then 
what we will have to do up here is wind up the public trusteeship as quickly as 
we can. 

President: I see, but you are going to go ahead with the public trusteeship. 

P. M. Pearson: If we didn't do that now, we would be pilloried both by the labor movement 
on one side and by [John] Diefenbaker and his people on the other. And we 
would be in a hopeless position. We are going to do this if it is not too badly, 
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it won't be badly received in this country. In fact, all the newspapers are 
attacking us for our delay. 

President: Yeah. 

P. M. Pearson: But the main thing now is to have a minimum of violent reaction to this in 
American ports, so that if the reaction isn't too bad, then the first job, really, of 
the three trustees, once they get this union situation cleared up will be to turn 
the union back to the workers. 

President: Yeah. Yeah. 

P. M. Pearson: And that can be done in a short time, but it can't be done in a short time if this 
is the beginning of a really serious trouble between the two labor groups. 

President: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. 

P. M. Pearson: So I would beseech you to do what you can do to tell [George] Meany and his 
people not to react violently. 

President: Yeah. Yeah. You are familiar with our problem with Hall here. Well, our 
relations with Meany are good. Our relations, uh, we don't have much 
influence with Hall. But I will talk to them again, and I got Secretary Wirtz 
with me now. And, uh . . .  

P. M. Pearson: The thing that blew the Labor people up here was the fact that Hall knew all 
about this proposed action apparently a week ago, when we were negotiating 
and we were real close to agreement, and for him not only to have known 
about, but apparently approved of this kind of pressure. And it is very serious 
pressure on a government to have these people march on us like this. Banks 
himself is here today, by the way. I do want, though, and I hope to make this 
public, I want you to know how very much-- 

--[This was the end of the tape and none followed.]-- 




