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Oral History Interview 

with 

KENNETH P. O'DONNELL 

April 3, 1969 

Boston, Masso.chusetts 

By Larry s. Hackman 

/ 
Well, I know that in late -¥.!67 you were 

{jy l,... ~Q;;Jo] 
at that ~~eting inA Salinger• s suite in 

).l 

Now \).or~ n the Rege._ncy Hotelo $his was r ..... f\.1:t • • -
October sometime. f\ ~t I want to do is 

go back from there and find out what kind 

of conversations you had with Robert Kennedy 

earlier that year and everi during the whole 
I /' I 

_l~~4-l"968 period about vlhat his politival 

future was and what he was thinking abou~ /fa · f 

-1-



O"OONNELL: 

- ;;,; -

?en he started to consider the possibility 

of running in ' 68 . 

Wel~do you want to start iti in '64 or 
) 

~ do you \"1ant to do it? Go hack~rards? 

. t''..,. 

-I-
'\. • ,1 l .. , 

A Just get a general discussion of fherdirection 
"' ,,,.--. I 

he was moving in/\.Say from ~64~8/'.but not 
1?.. ,, .. UJ -'D '> 

.A, r 

that much detail!\ Primarily concentrate 

on 196 7 f\ r - ·; , · 1 0 
' i 

Let me start in '64 t4'cause I think it 1 s 

probably easier from my vie·wpoint. The 

l ice /Presidentia l thing we just wipe out )' 

and we start vthen he is elected to the 

United States Senate0 and I think he felt 
~ 

at that tirne')'-without questio~that Lyndon 

Johnson was going to be very st.rong""and 

I don 1 t think the /residency entere~ his 

mind in 1 64 . He was learning hgw to be a 
t, j,f r • 

Senator, ¢oming from a staten11e wasn • t 

terribly farnilar~~~tl_l ~~nd trying to get 

-*~~ together ana'--set~ with ~the {X)li tica l 

situation was up there. The conversat:i.ons 



I had with him in '65 and running into '66 
~ 

were more my thoughts and judgpment. on the 

people I 'd known in the New York poli tioal 

area. Whether:. .Frank O'Connor was going to 

run for Governo~at he ought to d~-~~ 
) 

~ got involved in the Sam Silverman, Judge 
/' 

Silverman)'situation and was being pre.ssured 

very st.rong ly that he ought t.o llnove in and 

take ov~r the Ot'9an.ization~hich he had 
) ~ 

inclinations not to want to do. I think he 
r Jn~ 

began-- we . had~some differences of opinion 
. ~,. ,,.,.,., 

-3-

( , V I· _. 

• 2:~A Vietn~ against Vietnam since '61 A .~ .• --J 

vociferouslY, .. and ·we hac.1 a lot of argu.~.ents. 
'i' . 

As he had n10y:ed more progressively into this 
I if{-<., 1 ,. • ' r:)J u i• ~·y 

field with General>\ Taylor and otherar.-he was ,, ) 

conuernod""but he hadn•t. really ..... By 1 6S 
) 

he*d made it a rather~&~ that ha just 

couldn 1 t see 

the position 

l 

He waa feeling his way~too)but he was always 

concerned that. it looked like it. \'1as a peraon.al. 

vendetta with he and Lyndon Jolmson which 

didn't help anybody. 1 think he bent over 



l 

I 
I 

....._ l 

- 7 ---

backwards to try to give the President 

whatever benefit there was. We used to 
@/ 

talk maybe once a week .. He was never a 
I 

!"I 
great Senate man,--...,and 'k)e had become l think 

I 

in the pivil ~ights area-::'"'wa was really 
... _, 

a part of hi~ wl'l.ereas,.._prior to that,..Jle 
) I l 

wa.~s President Kennedy was rather objective 
) 

about what the problems were and how you'd 
-x41 

get there and there were other t~g~~haps 

thlnk4 "'~. 1 1n)q5 ~";:! -....;.,,.;;-

on \"fhat he thought 

\>rere the two great things disturbing the 

United Statea/"iilld one was poverty and thQ 
) 

blacks~.nd the other was the war in Vietnam. q( ) 
Johnson started to fade terribly in "GS"'as 

) 

you recollect ailii Bobby I think got interested. 
-I-A """'1 

. -- fa"f.<..f ~ 

around '66~n fact.t }omebody had 

t.o do so!Ilf16t.hing about it and that. the 

President was doing a rather poor jo~in his 
) 

r-... 
judg;:imen\1 and he began to oampaign in 1 66 

/ 

/ 

around the country~and the polls started to 

shO\~ he was much more populiil~ than Johnson. 



-

We110 tlmt oognn to start him thinking now. 
) 

that he might possibly be a ca.!'ldidate in '68 

or tl'.at. possibly he had an obligation to be 

a candidate in '68. When we were defeated 

as badly as we were in '66 aa Democrat s - -

and the President;-J thoughtf'handled it terribly 
I ~ l 

badly hi canc.eW.ng out all his engagements 
t;--fao/ ,....., 

at the end tha he'd been over in Manil~~ 

Jfhat's when he ~tarted to deteriorate,,.J.n 
I ) 

,.-.... 
my judg~nt. I thinJ~ at the end of the '66 

eleotion that Bobby preety much had thought 

that he might run in '68. In 'G~as he came 

into focus a little stronger,Jlis popularity 
) 

started to dininish~tooN-ihich he has aaid 
) '---' ) 

I" 
publicly I think. As ~ paple began to think 

he might runt-...those who were against Lyndon 
) 

JA1mson but maybe not for Robert Kennedy 
{ --1· 0 

. 6tart.ed f\ shifts-as they el ways do. 11 But by '67 

- he was in -:.-:..1 it t·was in ferment in his mind "'-

and coming up late in tb9 year 

talked rutmr regularly:) he was 
.-:; 

of 1 67"' tie 
r-Jvr 

ver-}/\disturbed 

about itf\and the thing that disturbed him 
) ~. 

most of all wns the rnisinterpret.:ttion (o~t) 
~- _,.. .. 



-- &. 

that he just wanted to get 

back in the White House and that the I{ennedy ' s 

wanted the;Presidency bacr~~d this really 

upset him personally very much. I think 

it. wao tho one real drag in his thinking. 

l thin.~ if his name had been something else;:­
> 

I think Bcbb-t Kennedy \10Uld have an..~ounced 

for President in 1967 and takon Johnson on 

without. any qUestion '\1hat.soever ,4_)ut he just 
) 

felt that,i:--.ru.unher one, it would be so misinte!.'­
) 

preted that it not only ~toul.d be wro119 from 

his O\'ln viewpoint but that he probably would 

be defeated because of the f ashion which he v...-v. 
P\'=-* ''- '-'· 

enter~..._~ kind of a contest~ 
. '/;1-... 
~ would be something of a vendetta a·ttitude 

and atmosphere. I think the firat meetings 
' -

}J. .. at we had nm"/\ you said 1 6 7 in Salinger 1 s !)" 

~s that the first? 

The first one I ' ve aeen reporteO,j\mo.jor meetioo 't 

and this is the one Robert Kennedy didn/t 
oT _,~. 

atten\was~fjj;. Salinger's suite in the Regency 

Hotel in New York in October. 



-

r.'t<m and frau!~ly my presence ther.o .in mt 

ju.tlgament \<Jhethrts: th-ey Uke it or not -

-1-



r 
' 

... s-

most inconclusive bunch of crap tb:rO\'m 

aroun~No one knew what they were talking 

abou~really, or where they•re going or 
) 

what too problems were .oif anything came 

out of it~it wao the fact that he shouldn't 

run. I think if I had actively Eiaid that ~ ""Jl.. J., ' ,~ 

Robert Ken.nady o~'ht to run;J. think it would 
J 

have had a lot of influende~ut I dldn•t. 

I wasn't prepared to say that. At the moment 

I ·wasn't sure he ought to rtmf' and I wnsn 1 t 

quite sure of t11e direct.ion thu.t r...e was going 
Q2Jzi:,u-~-t-

in or he was tldnkin9 abouti:>~d I~\VO.S very 

unsure of the direction of some of tl'..ose v..-l--: ·--' -'J -, ,,_.) 

urg.:i.ng him to runA·wncther their int.erest:J; l-:-f · .,, 

_,,.-.. 

/ for him or not oonfi.wcd me w 1illd I s aid then A­
.J 

and I repented~i \ 'if the issue were Vietnam 

and really the character of the United States 

of J\merica1't'11ell~ I thought he had an 

obligation to go&but if the issue was just ,. .,. 
sort of a'~we 1 vc got to get out: guy back in 

the White House~which it very clearly was 
(l;1. •J.tl' o ' ! •) ) ,5(- f, ZI-~ :1 I J ff-
.~ / ' • . -f - /'f· I 

almost.1~ <a lot of people arot.lnd him' jt 
was a terr.ible error. 



I 
I 
I 
i 

I 

O'DONNELL: 

-9-

Who did you feel particularly that about, 

which of the people1 ¥ikch '.'/ere@'/ ·· ~ . ..J-

ooncerned/\as you w·ere"'with the direction 
) \ 

of the country and which wero more politically 

minded? 

Well, I tbink a.'1longst this group tho staff 

a.round Bobbyflike any other staff, ! suppose, 

was rnoti vated in get.ting 'him to the White 

Rouse. , Teddy's lEdward M. Kennedy) now 
..-r', ~-~ ( 

- ----p1ayi~ the same ball gt.:mi.o. You sometimes 
---~~··-

lose your perspective. Adam Walinsky und 
( 

Pet.er Edelman and some of those boys, I don• t A~'- 7 • _,, 

too raany of them very t':fel~but they 1 re ve_ y, 
\ 

vory bri~ht, high-minded young fellow~but 
) 

thoy really don't know the ball gam~snd 

they really wore pushing the Senator in a. 

direction where he v1<Ja very reluctant to go. 

And I think. t'heir reasons were very immature 

reasons. They didn't realize the type of 

potential o~ait.ion that they really \wera 
q~- I 

dealing with. kr.rensen /(.rncodore c.J ms Jc;. <.i 1 , ... ~: 
,~ i..::::_____ I C 

disintereo't$d-J ~lmoot.~ to so.me degrcw He 



- I t) ~ 

never~~) really took any positions one 

was or the other .... and every'bodv sets uo the 
" ? \ .z /)- J,..,. ... j -

hypothesis that he ou9ht. to do t~then when 

you su.y do you , he ou ht to dlo it,..... they 
fA;,1 ) _I 

clnnge tt.ei.r min • ~Dutton (Frederic~ 
,,_,! ., _,.. . 

was the most practical. Fred is a <-11-pol 1 '. 
, ' I 

~ -~' '1 -·n oJ _./ 
f\ Dic-J' Goodwin -vms all ra·ther highly excited 

a:bOJ' it. I think Din.lt C-oodwin was proba]:)ly 

more interested in beating Lyndon Jonnson 

than ~ was in electing Robert Kennedy. I 

don't think he meant tha"'bt:tt that 1 s wllat 

I got. out of it. Teddy uas most rolo.ctant Q 

I tltlnk he fJavt t1\e ~ril in it very clearly;:-­
) 

and obViously soma of the fallout \;ras goin.9 

to land on him\'too.. He's a politic!An and 

a United St.ates Senator., Piorre, Pierre 

loves to gQt in the middle of things .. Ue 

was one of the more enthttoiootic for Bobby 
Ji :tf..t , .. /...; 

involvil"1g himself.(\ Pierre just kind of likes 

to get in t'ho center of the storrn.~y~~J 
·tptephen E .]-kmi ~h~ reali!_);_lm~ct--~othing 

a. iv/, 11 -j.N,...:1;...- • ~ 
to say at. ~ meetin~ He juut sat and 

'-i ...ci. I ~ A 

'-.· Tl ~~J 'j.1.i, • ~ ·'- '- ~ 
lif.>'tend!i<l\f~ j.t _s a gro ip whfrih'J9ospite 



.; 

i 

'-'I 
I 

-11--

-· /-
what the prean jsay~tha? did not m~ot 
tltl1 President lKen11edy as a group and 

~iscusa at anyltime any particular issues. 
{l' -~ lµ; 

~ere are those~ he prete.t'.dcd to tilllt to/'--
_i~. "\ 0 J 
-~ .A...t.,. () 
~ ~then ~ get d~'ln to the political 

I 

decision~he wo1C1 meet with aC!!l-0 people 

::;;eparatolyr,PU-t 1he \'iot.11.d never put. Ted 
\ 

f 
) 

Sorenoen and lten O'Donnell and Bob Kennedy 

intio a group·! .He took us one by ooo"'-or 
( / 
I, 

he might t~e adbby ar-d I t09etherl.\nnd)), ·· 
\ ,... i' ! : L 1 

•. . u.,~..._ij /11 '/' I 

Sorensen ~eparat.ely ~ 11 lw t.ilk to Arthur 
/ ).u 'I 

Schlcsidqer')but~w~ldn't group us booauso 

• ·- j 

~n; do lhave such d~vergant poraonalitieo and 
' 

o.ppr9iad;hes that. wn)-\t comos out of it, 
/ 

cw,d-ie o'!lt of tl-.eae 11\~eti.nga ....... --I" nothing. We 1 I 
1 ·\ 
I 

ehd u~ being mad at each otlwr most of the 

timo~ttnd each one t.h\nks they're smarter than 

tht1 other fellor:r ia. Tho.t' c w'hy I didn't. 

\-rant Bobby hhotm~ ~f i tFcau~ it "o 

jt'l.st going to and up as .._~ fight.. out of 
' ' 

\ 

that rnoeting I left thore~ and 
I 

I talked t.o Bobby aftor it ;wns 

\ 
I 

I 1 d Day t11at. -

over ru1d jut'lt 

--



I 
. I 

r 
I 

HJ\004.'Ui : 

'Q.' 

O"DONNELL: 

-;? / 

told him I thought it was totally incon-

elusive and that he ought to be very ' ·rary 

'.:> ur i 
that he go in his own direction und not 

being pus"hed by people who/.\in a high-minded 
,...,~T } 
' . fa~hio1)\ :might l:rave other motivation~ . ~nd _ 

j:J.4.:L . .!.-~_._ 'A .t:izortl c ~ '• · -• 1:--, }i..1 » i :.,.L <'.J.., ./•., 
" . ware loav~ng ... ' very 

. i.-f"-\V • 

short.lyM .Ji.S 
) 

!., iJ 

I sus pecte!f\~li thin twenty ... four 

hours.AI got a call from the New York Times /.I. 
) ) 

and thoy /.;new ns much about the meeting afl 

I did. 

Did you over f4nd out how that-.,:-! 'Y..now ,~ 
' r' ().. ~- .... ~ L.lfl'· I l- i;) 
(\ 

1
Eie.n.::i aru:lANovalt had t'he article on it,,z:oo. 

) 

Did you evor find out hO"~ that did get out< 

I really didn 't have nny interest in tt 

because the meeting ·was a total f lop . I 

went d0\<111 just as a personal favor to Bobby 

Kennedy. I know 'fnat co.>neo out of t'hosc kinds 

of meetingu unless tb~ co.ncUdate says, "Look, , , 

I • rt in "-"" ~· o 11 r • m n.....t· · t , •1 . , m ';'Jo g'"vo g'7-\ r . ""''" going o go ,. / 
)j 

J\1st. to cit around and talk anput SOinl:)thlng 
(~tJ,..,.. 

that• s just. not going to happen c:1~ make 



I -

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

· 1 
I 

----! .,,., . ..-

any sense. But if ! didn't g~Bobby'd 

get mad at me;,._ao I just did it. I went 
') 

down and wasted a day and came hd)me. 

' ... 'A· "~ 
;'1 !OU said earlier that you 'd been able to 

keep so.me people from coming because of the 

faar of tltem going to tho pres61' jas this 

priJyl.arily the Bdel.Jllan, W~.insky people or -t· ·1__:)]..>.;, , 

I don 1 t remember whethor A.t-thU;r va~.. • • • 

I tllink'l't..arry ~any meeting with mote than 

seven people is going t,o be leaked out. 

I'm not critical of that even if somebody 

there told somebody else~ '.rhey may not have 

told anybody thernsel ve~imd I doubt very 

much if anybody there did tell anybody 
---

themselves~ particular\ y because they '(J~.!t~I"- _.. l 
/ I 

mova in literary circles lat all time~ - -

Art!'l._~~<:!Pchlesinge~ Ted 1 soraae~and 
Dick~Goodwin spend most of their 



-11 

time talking to writers and newspaper 

peojf ,~d..;~t.~~y 1 re in New Yor~ 

they're the center of communication~and 
') 

it's just almost htbm.an nature to say 

that you had a conversation. Or someone saw 

me in t.own with Pierre Salinger-"'irnmediately 
) 

they cay, "What the hell's going on? There 

must be a big meeting .. u We11) there was a 

meeting9 We went down to Toots Sher's and 

had a few drinker that was the meeting. 

But 

and 

these _}~:J1-~.ome ou~ and this came out 

sort of~ Lyndon Lrohnso.aj into 

a tizzy. ~here really isn't anything wrong 

with it. It is a political groult,\and -we 
J 

are thinking about the problems of the 

United States of Americ)'and some of us have 

been candidates and may intend to be at some 
_, 

~nt. We are part of the po~~~~c<j?,_ ~~s~~~-.:.. 
t)J I fJ.""'-' ~-"r J 

,...--bU1"" Bobby was always the sufferer~ He didn't 

have anything to do with setting up the 

meet ins. it was all Pierre Salinger • s idea - -
,. 

and a good one. I think at that moment to 

sort of a~sess what was going on in the 



,,.,' / 

j 

SPALDING: 

HACKM .. J:\N : 

O"OON"NELL: 

- ·15 / 

United States of A.Merica was maybe an 

obligation of some of us. Bu~\ it turned 

out totally inconclusive. Was that October? 

,----. 
It was October. Now I 1 ve heard-- I thought 

maybe you could remember something about the 

approximate date. I don't know 
' ·- - j 

if you've 
... ~ I ' ( ~-· 

read that \ Wi tcove~ {Juleeft.J book Eightv-Ftve Days •1, --He says it's very late October, someone else 
... 

says it 1 snearly October. 

.iow there ' s a second one comes up shortly 

after that. . . 
There 1 s one in Dec?mber the two in New York: 

------·· G :-
one at\;uanden heuvel's (William) and one 

1 ~ ---· 
at the shipping firm, is this the one you're 

thinking of? 

Yeah,. 

prior 

now the Ol).e at the shipping f inn is 
.. -- . -( 

t~, McCarthy • k, {(i::ugene &'.J entrance !'­
\ 

as I recall it now. 

' 



O''DONNELL: 

H.ACKM.JU.7: 

Kl\C~1: · 

O"DONNELL: 

F..ACKM11.N: 

The ones I'm thinking about are in Decembert.--... 
) 

so if there's another one in New York 

before McCartl1y • s announcement~ don 't k..tlOW 
) 

about it. 

There w.::ire. 

The shipping firm is in 

McCarthy. 

That 1 s the next one ! remember. That was 

a v~ry .. , surreptitious me-a.ting of the,. • • • 
_,,,, ~ -·-----r-, .. 

Teddy ( ~ar~ n 1£-~nn~d~ was at. that one{' 

and we had some words,. 

'!'his is the first part of tr.ht\ at Vande11 heuvel' a 
~ 

or the seuond part ? 

Yeah, at Vanden _hauvel' s, yeah. And we got 
-~ 
/ 

.-
onto the Vietnaniese situation. I 

-{.;,_,1./ 
whether McCurthy 'hin1 enteredA he 

' ···;A· 
entered by thene>~) 

' 
November 30try_'n he nnnounced. 

.) 

think 

may have 



I 

1 
I 

1 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
l 
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November 30t ~ he was in i ~and we 

got discussing the~\~e sort. of 

relationship. Sena.tor Kennedy and I had 

some ratber harsh words. My aDsessment 

wae that the doves were in pretty good 

shan<:>~and that McCarthy was going to shock 
·"1' 

them. .l\nd ·we talked about the Stnte of 
! '----"' 

.MasaaclJusettsAand he said~ he had taken 
\ 

a pol]r.\and I said r didn't believe the poll. 
') 

l 
I had been speaking' all over the state and 

I'd been one hundred percent again.st the ¥ar. --
I ~pea.1<: at Ho#Y Name breald:as~and they' e :0 v 

< 1
1 
-~L··- . .- the~.~. ~conservati Ve !d.sb Cat110licl.\ ~ 

·· ,.,. "\ ~-t~1.t elil {JosepnT ) 
!\ t:1ie::Y' ':re r~ McCarthy supportersJa.Ild after 

~i~teen mitlhtes they don't support the 
,.----... 

situa.t.ionGand I think there is a lnisjud,-eclont 
..... -· 

o f -tlie entire situation. It. was o:uite 

clear that l was rather a ~~~:titY,~a strong 
' ~ 

minorit(' viaw. But I don't think anybody 

really support.ed my viewpoit'1t at that meeting 

except I think Pierre. Some of tl\e others 

.. . 



took the a~ mora!_,,position. They just 
,_) ~ 

felt that the~awlt?situation,-particularly 

in Massachusetts and New Hampshire, that we _.._,~.f ·,z._/ 

pre cisely :talking about. at that moment.-. • • 

6f? 'I'hat meeting was almost a total decm$d>on 

that he would not ruiras I recall it. 

Ted Kennedy ~<Jaa the clearest, He thought it 

was a mistak~~ that the hawks were in the 

tiscend~ncy in\ the United States/'and t.l1at 

in his judgement h2 just could not go. 

Stev~-'cL:~ ~ at t.hat on~\as 
'--"7-

I reca11nB ~ ! say')' Steve very seldom 

got into much of the ar9un~~nt about it. I 
/ / 

lj;;'-'-' 
think thisnreally almost was totally on the 

jar. And I think out of that meeting, he 

wa s not a candidate. tirnen I left that rovctingf>. 
/'J,__,,iA<-rr"'-' ,J 
I~ t t}s the end of thG ball game • 

• , I _L..- ---
1 '/ J. \y Personally 'f- ~gene J. Genet McCarthy had 

called me about a week later/.'\! guess and 
) 

asked me if I 1 d rW1 his campai<Jn which I 

dic1 not, could not. I said, " I can't do 



-19-

"-- ,_ IJ l .. 

it one way~~~othe;5'-despite the fnct 

that I happen to agree with you on the 

ieeue~~ut no matter what I do it's going 

to be Bob Konned17. I oan 1 t. get out--

even though I don ' t even discuss polit.ica 

with Bobby ~ennedy~to be perfectlv honest 
) -

with youj.\C!xcept in hi~ own .., __ rI can 1 t get 
) 

a:way feom 1 t because every reporter in 

the country is going t.o think it' a ~ tf 

great ache.me and trickl.\a.nd we' re juot 
) 

ca~t. 11 But Gene and I had a very long 

conversation both about New Hampshire and 
+1 

here. He left from there/\as I recallJ\and 
j I 

went out to Chicago and ·went to a m$eting 
/ --­whicl1 1 e , wa} unabla to decidfb'o _!:~· 

V- 1 '' -~ ( 
'dee-id~ -ea the Massachusetts group,F:.. tq talk .: ,, , ~ 

- { V"~.·~~ _i\'-
( t.n:::_am 1.nt..o the -- that.• s when he and Teddy 

bad the? fight. He announced frorn Chicago 1-­
o.nd Teddy said he had understood tha~ he was 

suvposed to have a convcrmation M~. • • • 

And 1ien ! talked to Bobby, .-&I say, in I 
~ 

the Doceml.:>G.r meeting. I don t t think I went 



O"DONNELL: 

H. C!<',.MAN : 

O'DONNELL; 

t~ this third meeting. ! think I demlined 

to goi I waa invitedrQUt I don't think I 
) 

went .. 

That 's the one at the shipping firn .you .mea..~. 

GI 

l ·wo11t to the one at the shipping fir~ut 
) 

if there was one nt VQnden heuvel~ s~ l never 
.;:: ) 

went to that one . I think that was a New York 

group pretty much . Bobby 1 e fellows didn ' t 

co.me to any of these, Larry. 

-----:. 

people , I know . Did he ever discuss why he 

was leaving tnero out or why they wore left 

out? ! 1 ve seen it reported once that h~1dasked 

you to talk to sonie of theeo young peopl e to 

pool them down a little bit and tell t.hero 

_'·;ha,. . . 
~is is a little later now. thie is 

_ _,...1 • i ' --
a little later .. I I think Bobby looked nt it / -

I 

number on~~as~his is sort of the cenior 
j 

-
advisory group I think ho understooo/"'- they 

. 
\ 
' • 



I 
. I 

are committedotherefore~e knew what t heirxc 
~ ') 

views wore and what he thought that. perhaps __,.,. ,/ 

him in that Jdncl of a sense and were talking 
:)hf 

to people wP.:&were a little different ••• 
rf.J..,,\ - - a:, ,,. • "f, (.\ 

If a consensus had arisen out omthat group 

earlier that he pught to runrr would've run. 

'!'..he fact is this grot-lp confused him ma.re than 

tlley helped 'him because we did have different 

views on tho whole situation. But I think 

he just felt he knew his O\'r"n. • • • 

This third raeeting somebody onlled ~and 
) 

! junt didn•t bot.her to ~o because I just 

felt that it mt"r.'1 ·was <lll up to tl'>...e Senator 

ar:iyway. He had listened t.o u.ll the a.m:Tume.nt.o 
I 

.._~ 

proo and cons,;£.) ·hat existed..~ tl'lt! nGXt time 
(}, ,.__,... ·-·' 

I saw him is before the primary in New 

l pshire. I was in his off ice 

frw..:! lY(!) 1 was down on bW3iness 

socially/.'-. 
} 

of nr:f O'\'m ri.. 
) 

nnd I just dropped by to day hello and we 

wont t.hrO'-lgh the oaine converoatior1s. He 

didn't quits h1ow wh~\t he was going to do. 



Fred Dutton was there. Fred catr'.e in while 

I was t.here at).d thatts the time he said 
11 (JJ Ln,..,l..j; 

to me~~~ you please talk to Edel rnzm 

and Walinsky and toll t.her.i what the hell the 

facts of life are :Q Where do we go from hero? 

I announet'l. where do the so-called po\v-er 
) 

brokers so .f1.nd what my problems Ql'e going 

t.o be. It isn 1 t jUGt ns easy as they thinlt 
. 

it io • This is tlOt a.n open pri.r:rary Uwre you~/-

go out and run a popularity contes~nd I 

don't think t.ney understand t.11Elt.. .. " I thin..~ 

he wantod to put some q_f .the onus for his 

not running on us61as someone -.who ... - ~ - •• ~,., 

Pred wae ( nra.m' s~~i,;)fa~~i~~an~- ana 

I'd been the PreSident•a assistant;y-and l suppose 

t'hoy ..... So ,_,..~ ud n lon9 chat with t.he..vn. 

-~---
Bobby wae.t o'1er ' t,~, had to vote in tli..e senate 

and Frt1d and ! taltked t.o tlta.'n for about an 

'hour.. Peter ( Ed(tlman) I thought had ,;;ome 
,.,,....-, 

pretty sensible-- they both wanted him....:£; 
.. 7 

run without any <'TI1astio t:-~ but Adam - ";\.... ~ ) , __ \ 
I 



wasn't intereoted Vjnether he could win, 

lose, dra\'1Aor climb trees o~ • • • 
) 

Mam was just. committedta.nd he wasn•t 

interested in convention)'-and they ought to 

abolish the ~onventiont\.a.11.d he had all the 
.._ ) pl--

things that • • .. • We "rer~ trying to point 

out to him that that's a great ide~ut it 
I 

ju.st iBn 1 t going tO happen OOtWeen then and 

a11.me of that :}--Sar • 1 thin.lt ' e cotlVfhnced 

Pete~but I don't think we made il.ny impression 
I 

on .~am whatsoever. 

c -,4' 
i·n ere ' s t"..Jlan ',l.Joseph F,] ii1 tl1is? 

HfJ ne'ler was in. you know, he didn • t rzome 

into the-- I thin.'!;;: he sat down at. this 

meeting no¥J/\as a matte~ of fact-"'w'ith Dutton 
) J.')]<' ~I • 7 

and r. That's the only t.irne Iti saM Joe in:::. 
...., 

Joe never contributed muoh, you know> I <lon 1 t 
"' 

think Bobby saw him in t.hnt sort. olJ a role 

anyway. 

. ,. 



0 11 00N~TE!LL: 

Was he ao clearly committed aa the younger 

at.af fere were i • • 

I don 1 t think ao; no .. -!lrfact I vould 

hesitate to say :r ever heard Joo aay one 
_...:,t : I r l 

way or · :6i other. Mny"oo I 'm "tron9 and I 'm 

far awayf.\.but I detected some friction raaybe 
) 

behreen Dolan and the other twt:1' fellows 
I , I ' .-

whi9h would 4nate reallyf,Q~em wanted 
. .../. 

to fgCo· abolish the ~ ays ~nd Moans Conmrlttoes /\-
- ' J 

any of this frivolity'-'and I 1m sure he doesn't 
) 

even yet • I t..alkcd t.o 1'1il>'t l.l.bout oongreasrncn 

an.d tho difficulties of their peraonalit.ies 

and how you get bi1!1G tm"1;jt.~ght>f"Uld ~' you 
) 

never get them throUJb and it just made no 

impression on Nlam. It. just wat!i a lousy eyat.em /." 
) 

ft'l.ey ought t.-0 vet rid of eoniori ty'f11d they 

ought to . • • • All of them,,, I happen to 

agree with all his theoriosA.put I don't think 
) 

the Consitution is going to \n'ite it.13elf quite 



at the mow:nt . But t:hat. was thia last 
" I' / 

U3me l reoal~J ha came bnc~d W& chatt<.W. 
'I -::: J 

ngai.rt .and the nez<t. tima I t.nlked t.o him 
1 ,,,. ,,,,_. 

wao tlw day b'1*£ore tha prL".imey. 

-
c.'kl~ if ha' d later 90 !n1\fih t l~~l\Y would do -

I 
and b;,w tPJ.G Wilf.1 all wo-rJ;;oo ®t. 

~~ don 1 t think there 'W!Zl."e m1Y. I'd SJ~ YI} 

ve_•y unfortunEJtoly, ta:rr.t ~t.h;;i.t tht.1 diotortion 
_,,,. /""' 

of the v!,rJw·a of Kennedy tl.nd Mceo.rt.hy- t.hay're 

that tm l\l!!nnodya hetcd. GtJne MeC~h;y li.nd 
/ 



nominated Adlai Stevenson in 1960. This wae 

perpetrated over and over again in the 
.,. .. /\ 1-- f ; _.; 

minds of the press. In f ac+A it ~-· , true. 
)'- -

The Presi&mt and Gene Mccar~\, never wer~ 

aoul .... mates')but the Presi:dc.irt. was a very 

practical fellow.. He saw •faat. Gene ,Hoearthy 
fl' ·,._;. 

waa up to\an.d b~ nad aa llfl~h ri~ht as he had - 7 /~ :1 · 

to c1Q it. /"~ Gene then thought thG President 

was going to hate h.i.:m ~or t.11<!1 rest of hi'S life 

As a r.tatt.er o:f fa . :;e had a trip to tl: e 

Wes11 and Gene came '17i.t.h u~~a..:ril the President 

went out c-..nd campaignad fer Mccarthy in '62f 
; 

Gene suddenly ;realized that tbe Preo!dent of 

the United st.~s io too bUsy to ~m:'ound 
, .. ' ... ~ .> 

~r· 
hnting Senators over ~ milly thing like that. 

d Gene started to c:ome nrcm11d., He• s a petulrur'c. 

t!ella\'1 air:J'flr>.Yr.,. ae we all kruJ\·11 and Gene dreamod 
J ) 

up all these things that the President didn't. 

like him. They started t.o really get togeth<;n: () 
~~\A~ 

liif. ! don 1 t think Btbbby Kann~dy even 1tne:w 
-/ 1· .... 
Gene McCarthy. He may 11.avo spo1-£e~ nco in his 

I 



-.llhola life d¥1d now it• s oooause they don• t 

like encn other • I ' m sure i n the senate 

they never spake • Bobby traD not t.he west 

ecnvi vinl~il fellow wel l meb, running 

around sayini:J hello t.o GenQ McCarthy ~and 
\ 

·vice vernn • I don• t think there was any 

2 
prior conversations,,...,... k:na.~ tlwre was n~ 

v _, I 

even t"he slighestA.thoughQf an agreeir.ont. . 
) 

! don't thin}~ ~p ~ tM time MC!Cartey 

announced that Bobby Remedy hac any intention 

of r'Ul't..~ng for President of the Uni tea States 

'\·th.:ltsoever~anc:1 ! think wh~n Mccarthy got 
\ 

in there~ thinl'- everyo.ne ti"l.ought it ·was 
) 

ra.t'hez" a futil e gesture. I thlnlt he 

embru:f~rs.ad11~~~ beoaune he had done the tltl.ng 

) --· 
tl1u.t. l3obbi.t ~ all ltls oot.e:tric of supporters 

,.) 

aaid, ''You should have been the one to 

have done this instead of lott.in9 him steal 

all your thunder. He becomes the man of 

courage and you be ...... " T'hat irritated 



px~<l e.sho f}eg9ed roo t.o h:.1:,/0 £Obey 

Keru.iedy l."Ul'l11 Sbo s1.'d.d, nGel!e ca.n 't. do !t0
• ___./ 

/!~ 
.. s£U.d, n!f Bobby would. only~(£.~:) 

~t'l ahe 'Itta$ ca-mnit.ted)'--as ~ yo~ M~.l tlk::ca...-ur1l 
- ·-~ the Warr- am'\ s-o was Gene. l'. '9on thay 

- -:::.· 

really d an cmo .... io~ ,..,nost. han3•up ori 
"' ) 

t'h<l situntion· ~ Dim EJ.tood in th.., !,.t .. ;tflo-v r 

~~, ~ht.i D~d t n l tA'\w:;>$0 y.oit' l:O eS'hmu-2d t.o 

-and at that point reaJ~lY- l l':ept very -ulos -



-;;>) -

toucl1 on the New Ba.ilpShire thi~aturally (.) 

3e •re very close to New Hlsnpshir~ and we 
& --
~ve a lot of. mutual fri~ Bill llu.nfey !} 

{.William_ P "J \Who is our guy Up t.herer1ho 

really knows the gameAand Bill and I 
) 

talked almost every day about the New 

Ha-'Tll;pshire thing.. Hie initial vie·ws rere 

that McCarthy was going to take a shellac..'ting 

alt'b..ough he privately suppo:tted him. I 

t.lunJ.t the culmination of many things just 

st.a.-rted that. last couple of weeks, t~r 

one 4he didn't realize how u.11popular Johnson 
'j 

was. It wzi.sn 1 t even the f ar so mucfy:,Jt was that 
7:1.2J 

Mcca.~hy was tne vehicle for nll t:1rte anger 

ut(a Lyndon Johnso..11J}glld it waan *i: whether 
·~ ) 

they voted for him or not. they just didn•t 

like hi~9~a also he wasn~en on the ballot. -
I ke?- trying to tell them that'. Look heJ s 

got a name on the ballo1f\a.ttd t.he other 9uy 
' "'- I t....;__ ) 

~~got to write1in)';ef'oboay likes Lyndon 

Johnson enougts}.to write bin name in; if he 

was there and he's the President of the 



-
United State~ there• s enough name 

) 

familiarity or party loyaltJ'& e.ut \'then 
,.-

you ask a guy to get off that farm on 
- ' ;--tt 

-.:>u-

a cold day to run down ·\"IX'i te in Lyndon 
Ii 

Johnso~ Yott' de got a problem. much more 

than the 4'arr-,:t.his was the-.. •• f T'l\en 

they screwed the whole thing up. 'fhe 

organ_~z,,?_~ion got he~~~..ciantyl'e 
' ~ ,,, 

1 
~s J J de tha~peech whic'h)l'i(;omerangtd • 

. ) . . / 
'L -x:- r""' £) iJ ;.=nnie -P.ooten ~ - fa w mishandled t.he \'lhole. • • .. 

They misjudged the whole tenor('..and they 
) 

forgot that •t was a w-~ite-ih and the whole 
-4~- - 'd 

organization forgot~~ was a write-in. 

You could see Gene • . ~ •• I 1 1l tell you 

right not-*f I 'had run in New 1-Iampshire ,,...._ 
) ) 

I would've beaten Lyndon Johnson more than 

Gene McCarthy just because !'m a more 
-Ai 

familmitrname to them or I'm one of them 

really. Gene McCarthy was not one of them r,... 
) 

and he had a~ anti-l<Gnnedy a$pects t.o his 

campaign. But the fact is tt was just 

/ 

\ 
\ 



HACKM.~lt 

O"OOC.lNELL: 

-3; -

laying there to be pie.'l<ed up. I talked 

to Bobby the next time if I oan move on-

alright? 

-r~":::i ~ 
~ now did you report the Abigail McCarthy 

conversation to Robert Kennedy, did you 

ever discuss thlls with him? Bow· did ha 

react to that? 

VJ/(} 
i1l Well. hurt, I ~nlc. I do thinktj.Larry ~ 

toot there was ~-and I go back to ~t 
'2:::::::.,t . 

,- r 
so-called Kennedy ... McCarthy thin · and Bobby 

) 
said that to meAand I said, nYour brother 

) 

didn it. hate Gene McCarthy,. That is made up L/ 

and l don ' t 1:>$lieve you really know Gene 
~ 

Mccarthy , Bobby. I thin."< you' re letting the 

press conjure up in both yQUr minds a 
6V 

situation wbich just doesn't exist. 11 Now, 

Abigail Mccarthy I aene McCarthy~d I became 

friends in Washington0::e used to go over 

to Mary McGrory Is house about once a month /.\ 
) 

and Adlai Stevenson used to come ovo:rf:-..and 
) 

Gene used to read hi.s lou.ay poetry to us () 



- 3~ · 

but he ,,ras a pretty good comptmior:v\and 
-::;:' ) 

we got to e reasonably friend2y~d after 

he got in the /ice fresidential t~ingA 
.s ) 

Gene McCarthy nnd I had a great d~cussio~ ·~ 

I had opposed w11en Lyndon Johnson Vi{as •• • • 

me and I had a long conversation at the 
( 

Chil~an Ero.bassyAand he said, 11 I understand 
) 

you 1 ree the guy that gave me the zing. 11 

I~ ,t:_, i ' •'-

And I said, "You're absolutely rightAhut 
L' It- '_1.'j, " i { '. \ . 
.t· . . ,,-

I tolet~al1ead of time I ·was forffumpru:ey _;; 

_if Bobby was going to be the nominee~fine0-
r . 

and when Johnson said, ~You have to haveaa -· 
catholic on the tic.~et~~ I said in the presence 

I J 
of nine other guys, 1f you•re going to have --. I 
a Catholi~>l:.here's only one Catholic in 

bhe country..:)~ ~hat's Robert Kennedy. If 

you ' re just looking for a substituee a.~d 

saying we• re a bunch of cattle and run around 

and vote for_~~ople 

! thought we/licked 

because of their religion ,(\. 
/ 

that in West Virginia. 

I wouldn't vote for anybody ~oause of their 

religio~and I don•t think anybody else would 
( I 

; r , 5 here• 1\nd. there \'<"erO nine catholics in 



the room out. of teel ve/\ aiid all nine of 
) 

them were for Hube.rt Humpbrey." So I eaid, 

11 Don' t look at me, I told you a long ti.u-w 

ago.or couldn't support yoJ.h_that l 'd have 
I 

to be for Humphrey if Bob°h'.l ·wasn,t a candidate .. 11 

(11/ 
~ so then we got. into a long conversation about 

what Lyndon did to hi.lll which tvas a pretty 

sordid story which is vJhere McCarthy's 

ruiger with Johnson.. • • • They• d been very 

friendly . And we got into the President•s 

tl1ing~d ! told him~ You and the J?raaident 
l ) 

became very good friend(:). He said, ''Why 
·~ 
( -, 

don't the Kennedys like me1 
• • , I said., "It's 

all a f igm(lni;o WhY don• t. you sit c1own with 
- r7 

I 

Bobby some day. I don• t thinl< you ever 
. - ~-~~ 

talked t.o him. "-L. think a'!::. the.it. moment-- ----· . ·- . ) 

\ __ Ralph Dungan .... was 9oliuly to Chil~j) )Y3 were 
-I - • _, 
v ~ . 

in the Chil~~ Emhas~- ~nd ! don't think ,.. 

at that moment tl1at Gene McCarthy probably 

had over had two converso.tione with Bobby 

Kennady. So it was one of those mistindersttmd.ing£:>. 



Yr told Bobby abput that.A-and he seemed 

rather taken aback. He'd heard from Joe ___. 
?.'{ f I 

Alsop or somebody that ~}le Presidenyr-Y • • 
~~ _) }f_, 

'fhe President didn't lik~~when they~ were 
): _,,, ;__;_) •. . . - ~p ; \ ~, i- -t0'...- ' -:: 

i n the Senate togetherA-- a lot of senators 
l _ 

don• t like Gene Mccartl~~ut it wan 
0 ~ 

nothing that really carried euor the rest 

of his life. He was just too big for 
--2.• ... 

that. It d.idn ' tr) interest him. The Bobby-

·Icca.~ thing was really an absolute 

figment of pepple's ~ginationi It became 
)~ 

worse as it went on b;?caus . there were 

some thiJf s thnt happened tha'tfj got them ~ 

trouble.' In :the next conversation I he~ 
~~ - I !UC\1; I 

~h1§0blmt.Y oonversa""ion with Gene MOCarthyA' 
I\ I 

and ~~vraweek ran i~as a m'ltter of facrt) 

and I said, "I happen to be very fiiendly 

with himi I alwayQ have been in a social 

senseo ~d I happen to agree with what he 1 s 

sayingAso I'm not going to 'Itnock him to 
) 

o.eybody. If 1 were in New Rampohlrer.-..-l'c1 
J 

vote for him. 11 so the day before the pri.ma:r:y 



he called me, that ' s our ne£t conversation, 

and he -~said , "l'lhat do you think ' s going to 

happen1
' • I naid , 11YOU I re going t.o get 

shocked . " He said , "I think you 1 re rmght. " 
I 

ti/ 
He slid, "I think you 1 re right .. " Now the 

'!l'let offensive intervene~as I recal~~his 

tJ~S the final blow . And I think Lyndon 

Johnson going on television saying we just 
(,. . 

won af\ victory/\·\ras. ; .. •j1'hat just ended 

the ·whole ••• • The credibility thing was 

just gone . Even the stupidest man in the 

world knowc that-: .... They've got a 

picture on television of a guy jU!l\Ping into 

our e.-nbassy.. It ' a.shard to contttrue that as 

a marvelous triumph when you 1 ve won the 

/far at. tleast £our hundred and tvml ve timsti 

in t.he la.ct two years. That was juat t-he end 

of it and I don't care who was up ther~ 
0 

It \'laS just all over thenr-and Bobby sensed 
. •rt . r · )... -

('... ".. • . .. I '-.., L-f'""' J 1 
I ' 

it/\ McCarthy wns go~ng to~damn well')'-and 
d"'" , , 

enyt.htng obcr twenty-~/bent--·I think 

tha.f1~ what McCarthy was shooting for was 



t1're;1{..f.,_pefent not to be disgraced, 
I 

That was his Of3inalf in conversations I 

)fad with lrln\A just to get hie point across /'-
c/V_ ) 

and that ·was it - I think aft.er t.he '1.'et 

off'ensivcfeverybody duddanly saw they lt.ad 

something going here in tho anti-Job:ns.on 

vot..E(:;..§lnd t.hat' s really all that it was.I.'-> 
- Ge 

an anti·•·.:rohn!!on vate. Macarthy ran a lousy 

eampai~n · Re real.ly did.n t come across and 
'--· --~ 

the et.1,lff abOu-t the kide.-~ was the most 

overrated, overplayed sto~ JheY were a 

great. 'helpf\.but. tile fa.ct is that. thera' .a 
) - }_{.;_ ..!:.- , 

got to be an istJUe,-;..t.m~~ we. s an issue. 

It was anti-..Lyndon Johnson.. The maesafe 

wae 1.oud and clear. He called me the next day 

and said~ • we -d better tal ~_, and we chatted 

for about an hourh.and ·t:.nen he said, ut1 ere' s 
' ~1~ ) =:' 

- gonna'.~oo a meeting in N~w ;orl~f'and. I •d like 

;,,; -have you go" ~~h.,,:e is anot'.hor meeting, 

le-t me }90 back) juat \once more. This one \.;as 
~~ r_ {)) jl _J 

\>.rl·t Je.ssr u.nruh and myself. l went t.o a 

dinner in ~lew York~nnd this is just prior 



..,l -

to the necessity of filJ,pggin Californi~ 

faich I ~~rut is slightly before Bobby 

<? 

annobnceq!> !· • , _, ~, ·' , r )J- ! · r ' ·: \ •I < ( • 

\.! , 
I~ _,. 

YE!ah, right, a week or so. 

ft.nd I was atd!ndlond-raising dinner for the 

New York State Democratic eoma'llittee/,\and 
.. ,.,_ ) 

Bobby was the featured spaake~f~ ..Qn the 

way out we chatted for a minute/) and I was 

ther~~my wife was with me11and Bobby 
) ,...--._ 

said, 11would you c0n1e to l?aahington"l - ) -; 

! was on my way baok to Bos-to 
------- ., ,4 ),-....t_{ ,_,, 0 

rr:at~~- ~-~ fa~ l: -liad to canoel a speaking 

engag~ and :r said, nwny.11
,. And 'he 

) -
said, "Well, Jessr is coming in fro1n 

California. Ue' e your pal~and I• d like to 
) 

have you sit in on the meeting ff you 
~ 

would. It 1 s out u.t my house . 11 so that 

afternoon wo w~t out to Hi~ory HillJ:\and 
l 

as 1. recollect~ present at that meeting 

was Jessib, Frank Burns was there, Ted 
i___.., 
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or may not have been. Do you have a liat 

who wa.s there? 

I've got t'hat somewheJte. I bell.eve Dutton 

waa there. Burke Marshall. 

t•ve got Jess~ Unruh, Burke )1arshall , 

your.self, Dutton, Senator aild Mrst Kennedy. 

YealC)-!ell~it went into a play like....rit 

was t.he usugJ. running aroun@ t.he mulberey 

, /. 
bus1h_ and Jeas~ had to have an ane.wer ~ fbat 

) 

was the reason for the urgency of the meetingf' 

in order to file a slat.e nnever msaJ.t,y 

came out and said he ought to run6~ben 

we got t.o it;._I said,nWel.1 1 I'm goimg to 
) 

be cold and practical a'.bou·t. it. If y-0u 1 re 

going to run to get back in the White flouee '-" 
) 

! don't thirik !*ll be fo~ you. lf you feel 

as strongly a§ T th,ink you do about this 
-y-. "'"'.ii (J,C" 

situatio~then~! 'll be for whatever you 
) I ,\ 



want. 11 And I turned to Jes.a" and I 
) 

said, 11Jeasf 1 you're a practical 

poll tician. Now you know What a g_onvention 

is. You know what we• re talking alx>ut. 

What odds do you think there would be 

that Robert Kennedy could ~ nominated 
<?! 

b'IAtt.he D~cratio Party! I said, "lJnree 
,--

to on 11 ~ ne said, 0 No, five to one-j>ttt 

I think he OW,Jht. to run. 11 And Je.ssfa made 

a very eloquent tittle statentent in which 

he said, »The character of the party has 

been destroyed by Lyllilon Johnson. we don't 

have n Democrat~c Party anymore . It's sick; 
LI 

the c9ntry's sick. Someone has to pick up 

the pieces even if th<;y lc.se and give it 

some ohilrao~~ and some int.egrit~l and 
I 

some bonestlt; d mayQ_e ·we don ' t get. bacl<: 

in for four more years~ the parties 

in our local stat.es a1:'e going to collapse () 

~dJ there just is no morality really in tl'le __ ,,,/ ::;--

Democratic Party anymore"and I far one just 

feel it's worth losing .. " ~rensen ·was a.gain 

t he devil ' s advocate_y~e wo.a strongly against 
_, 

"­
''"' ,/. I 

/ I 



.-
- -)u -

i~and Sorensen made a statement Which 
) 

I thougbt 'Wa.a very wall taken. He ea.id, 

11 Je:ss.Ji , let •a be all practioal. You•re 
(.., 

interested in yours.elf. You want t.o be 

~ Of a slate ihichFth Robert 
f\.)j\-/1\{ f.\ 

l{ennedy 1 s ~1 wou1Cl probably win in 

Calif ctrni~ and makes you a big hero~d 
) 

then you ' ll run fo.r ,¢overnor,. 11 Md Jess~ 

said, " ! have never been under the 

imprassion thtrG any of us ·were virgins in 

t.his buaines~ and if you think t~t Bob 
) ()):-t.' 

Kennedy doesn't thln}l; -e-£ Soblti<en?ledy waen 

..-1-.__. lila.'k€s a deoisionA then he's !lQt the Bob ....,) 

Kenoody I 14'mw. And if you think JeJJS;' 

UnrUh doesn't thin..~ about Jes$~ Unruh 

When he mak~tJ a deciai~u. 1 re looking at 
,J'-:.) 

t.be wrong ess~ TJru:uh." ~ E,e said, "AS 
~~·" -

a matte:rJlMr.) Sorense.n,t...SO?'ll~timee l . tl.l~_ 
' 1 ) 11'- fo t:T 

that rro.tch of your rel\tctance irl thnt you 
1 

thJ~ 
also hnppen to reprssei-it. Gene:ral. Motor'h. ahd 

) 

you•ve got a good rela:tionship with Lyndon 

Johnso11/\-and maybe you' re tl'!.inkin;~your 
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economic situdt1on . ~aybe you ' r e even thin~in1 o ~ Ted Sorensen. 

Well , thaL was che enc of tha· argument . E.h~l came in , and Ethe l 

said, "Well, it- ' s a.Ll big Lalk . " She said, " Bit l e t me ask you 

two , JUSt wnat will you do if Bob Kenn edy annou nc e s for pres i dent 

of the Un1rer~ ::":.ates? " .nnd Jess said , "I ' l.L tell you what I ' 11 

do . I ' 1 1 res.:.qn ci:O rnL>J ·:·rity leader , speal-0:::- of the California 

House, becaus1.: : th .:.!1l: !c '.-;ould be a cor..'.:'~ ~c:-·..: 0: interest for me, 

and round up all those legislators and sc:'.:: ":"a sl a te and we ' ll 

ca r ry Cal ifornia for hi:n . And I ' 11 de'-'Ote ~ l~l l time f r om this 

minute on . Tha ' show much I t hin k of , : •n r~~"Ared t o go . " She 

turned to me :rn 1:i sz:i.d, '')1/hat ' 11 ·ou do':'" · ·· : : ~aid , ''I ' 11 be in 

Washington er·~ 1:i·?:'.' :-1: :r:; r. I'll give l:i.·1 :·".' :,., l time and all the 

people I can la~' my hands on . If he 1,,•,--:r.t.s ·:·· :" ' r·; , 1,.;in , l o se or 

draw, •...i e' re d.l~h 1'.:.m . f:.nd t.hat was ab·JU':. r_:·.-. "'·--:! c '.: the meeting . 

There was no . 



~I 

-
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Uo , there was no discussion beyond t.hat . 

Ethel 'las the s"Q'rongest. one at t.he meet~ .. 

But I think Ebe was c~vitnced ha waa going 
<~ 

to ~ °b'J thef7\b'UF the decision really was 

t"?, file a slat~ ~o ·!:.hey filed that 
..,. 

(j),, · ,-~, no na"tl~ slate as a r~sult of this 

0 II OO:N1SJELL ; 

C'onv-eroat.ion, 

Is tl-ds the point he brought t.he poll in 
·' 

from California wit'h him when he ~? 

I t'hi ru,; on Marcb 2:n'7' 

Yeah 0 

.. " 
: :\·, 

. _,,..-

.7 

Robert Kennedy would do? 

Yoah, I fl.on 1 t tl'iink ! t. \·taa the ef f ec~. • .. ,.. 
\rasn't any 

t.ha~o ft'1m'. q\lestion in anybOdy' a 

... , 

mind that Bob Kennedy could carry Celifornia. · •--:~ ... 
\ 

That~eally wasn't the issue. If California 
... \ 



hadn't had a timstabl~ ,.~ wo·uldn • t be 

discussinfi it in this context. at alb}?Ut 

the faot i;.s Jess.¢ had to 11a:ve a dec.llsion 
...--:- ~ -· -- -·-·-······ ··- -· .. 

or make _one on hia ~~nd alJ. .alonfi'...:_:, 

I ta~to Jesap all the tir.ef-~d all along 

he was convinued that .BObby could win in 
A-1;.J,~ 

e ~ lifornia~n<\} ae he.A~ ha was convinced 
/ ) 

~Y probably dould not. be nominated 
(L;• , . 

alt.hough both of us h«df\~ inclination t.hat 

thi$ might blow and that t.he rf'"'tr going the 
2 c,.,,. _ 

way it mi.ght~ l.:fi;- the whoJ.e situation 

' might change~t. ns of that mcrmn-tt and it. 
> later 

was to beconw conclusively clearfoxtbat 

Bobby ooUl.d not llttve bae:n nondnat.ed nt the 

m.omgnt.. l thihk he \'lOuld have been no:tUnat.edf' 

but. th'1 :faet. is in Jun~ of $t. yearf'afte:r 

my contaots1 I• d say he \VU.S not 9'0ing to be 
) ) --- ,./ 

no-... 'lina:t¢ ~ not in Jtme ~ I• i1 say if 
(.,/ -:::- 0 

Johnson 'had stayed in too oont.e£;t. BUt we 

broke up t11at or.e~and I went. my wa/; Jesa.,e 

went back to California. He and.,tI 1irent. and 

ha.d dinner)' Jf.e \:."ilnt bacl~ t.o Calif ol:"nia'i'and 



-
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r went baok to BoJ>ton.~ u..i t hlll 

next meeting wa$ the. eelebrat.ed one in 

r:.1e\>r York when I was in the air ~ l~ed 

in Philadelphia a.lld finally got 'backt. and 
{'~1~ ~· 

by the time :t.,..9ot. -1 ~~re,~ haO. ~lr~dy 
u:.1v...t~ ~ ,.J I l"-

a~.notmeelt on the/\Cl:'onkite ~.~~hat 

meeting was a. disa(lt.er,. It waa half 

hur~Qtl~\but then t.bey bro.~a up into little 
) 

got to be minus 57S~OO<b~ the ~s they 

start thr0'\'4119 ei.rmtnd of \·J?i.ortr.:hey•re ~oin9 
"' 

to cont.act.. You're dealin.-r with a conv-aMion/\ . ., - 1 - ' 

,.. 
"! know a nice fell.OW' in Nebraek ~ and 

" ...­- .,,, 
somebody else knew a nice VJU".f t:hat be went 

know ~1 to get. Mayor Daley. I had to call 
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my se(!retary who got Mayor .:Oaley's 

pri vato number, and Vie 9o't the &yor on\ 

the phone
1 

and Bobby '\<tent. in and talk~ to 

him himself. /tnd that'~ when this celobra.tad 
$ 

c romiasion suggestion arrive~. Now evarybody 

was t.hore of t.he normal group \ii'th the 

Bobby• o fellm-ts ,;dth the e.,."tcept.ion of 
,9-11;..J.., 

Sorensen who
11 

was s.peald.ng !n Syraaunc d>r 

sOI?.cplace;i Bobby did Gpe~ 1:.o 11.im on the 

telephdlne, I recollect thc~t. 

Had you ever talked abou-t t.ro Vietnam 

Comnisaion idea with ltl.ro at C111 before t'.hie 

Nev~r .. tdt.ur ·t.he conversation with Daley 
) 

lie called me into tho +oom atlcl saic;l, 11 I. 1 vca 

talked to the 1'i.yor and he d;~~Y 
rel~t.nnt about roo rl.tn..'1ing. He• s looking £or 

anf tJ.Y to ptlt t.ne 1'a.rty together-. 11 And thllt 

is tayor Dale~nd I'd talked to Hayor 
7 

Daley on several occ Qiona~oeially,~b•ro 
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great frienas. He iEl such. an organiization 
, _ _,p._ .,/); .... , ~ '/'-~ 

man ~he just doesn 'tjfnderat.a.nd ~)\ 

f .ot that you could be a9ainst the leader-­

any leader- iOcd; bad11 indffferant It 

.B flies in t"he fe.ee of b.iD under at.anding 
. ~ 

of tlle politico.l structure so ba~~ 
. ' ' 

And he wants to b~ 'he was agaipst Vietuam 
f\ .::: 

mor~ vociferously tban Bob Ka~dy two years 

before this. He and ! had gono throu.9h the 

Vietnam t'hi:ng.(\and he 'had no rapport with 

Lyndon Johnso~ that c~1elrcated rapport t.hat 
0 ::: 

the p;rsss writ.es if;J just b-~loney . lie 1,oved 

John. i~edy\'but Ml was not ora;c.1 obcttt 

BoblY'J Kenned.y for :reasons of wl1en ~ was 
..___ 

Attornea' Generali; C: ~But., r:.nyw-ay, Bobby 
0 - .,)f'O. I 

so.id tl( me, 0 'i1he Mayar~$ as YtJu./fuggast e1f!j 

( ' ' . -t ®' ~"' tN <>-·. 
because I ~ told hlm;\ ~ c.converaations) e 

woul.d do anything to patch up tltlf1 cUf fer a.nee 

betweon you o.nd Lyndon J'ol-.nson.. we can aJ.l 

' '"in ugain~nnd then we can start fighting 

aft.er wa \'rln the White Rouse bacY.'D~t let' a 



go win the White House bac'4' yfe as 
I - QY 

Democrats. vS'9l Bobby was really talllln 
' < ~ '.._..,,./ ·~ 

7 i,.,-r.~ 

aback~;~ the conversatio~\and I don• t kmow 

11ow the jommission emer9ed-_.-whether Daley 

suggeeted the lammission or whether it had 

been suggested by someone else to Bobby. 

I can't.bbe&iDU!9y mentioning a commission 

"' because he's too s~ewd for tl'l4t. It sounds 

like sornetlling that would come out of a 

Sorensen or a Schlesinge31.\and Daley woul.d 
) 

buy it because he 'd do anything not to have 

this eonf lict and not to be placed in the 

position himself to make a choice between 

Lyndon Johnson, to whom he~s a firm 

canm.i tment.lf' and the l<ennedys, that be loves) 

and that part of the Democratic Party tbat•s 
Cf;/ 

hie in his own organization. so Bobby said 

to me, "This is what his suggestion i ~ • He 

said, "What do you think about it~ " I said, 

"I think it's ridioulaus. I know Lyndon 

Johnson like the bacl~ of my hanqy I• ve lived 

with that roan for a long, long period of time. 
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Firstly, he is going to laugh at at 

beca~'j'\after all("e've got cormrl.ssion~ 

.... but ~ commission ~the National security - -- ---
Council is the commission. You're just 

,.---... 
going to walk right in to the nicest 

trap of all time 1where you as a Senator 

are looking to set up your °*' government. 

That' s the way I would"'~' • • • If I were 

Lyndon Johnson{'I•d love that6)l 'd just let 

you in theref.\and I•d just knock your head 
) 

off. And then you do loolt like an arrogant 
;I 

young man. Well, he got very upset about that~ 

and he said, 0 I jaut mlnt t.o satisfy Mayor 
;71 j '/-

Daley ,5d> I went. every last mile)'and if it 

makec me look ridiculous to go the last mile, 

ft-/ 
I 'll look ridiculous\'but I don't •••• 11 He 

didn't want to rul}.\and he didn't want to tear 
) 

up the Democratic Party. Whan he had con'1er-

sations with the Daleysf it. really shook him 

up because these are his friends and his 

brd:>therlJs allies ... ~l&od relationships almost. 

They shook him when they taid, "Please don•t 

shake us up, Bobby. 11 Then they talked to 
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Sorense.rr .Js I said, I was convinee~ 

' knew ju:; t viiiatl:;ndon=:..-:i knew what I 
- - . --· - -----

would do w1th that one.e.~>just exactly what 
A- , . /,"'\ 0 .-;; 

.~ ..... w. ~ 
Lyndo .VJOUld ~ . TcZa suck him inr-say it 

"--=?' 

might not be a bad ide~~ then yqu leak 
I J..,.,._j. 

I. 
it out to the pres~ which he did1~en made 

Bobby look like a fresh young kid corning in 

trying to take over the government without. 

being ~leated. I think that was one of Bobby' s 

low moments because the people just don•t like 

that. You• ve got t11e Secretary of St.ate, 

you•ve got the Secretary dE6 Defense, you got 

the Chiefs of Staff,, you got all hhese gpys. 

Th.at*s w1'.a.t they•re there for. I dont.t know 

~ 
hO-vT that ever came about. I• 11 always be 

~ d. d' 1 ntereste in how Sorensen ever emerge 1nto 

that •••• He happened t.o be there on General 

.Motors business is m.y understanding from my 

friends in the W'hi t~ __ }l~uae )'and Lyndon saw the 
/ 

golden oppart.unitYE)(~e already knew 

about the conversation because Daley had 

talkl'tld to him~ ft." s my under standing. And he 
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l 
just saw this ~as a golden opportunity to 

l -~ 

waylay Bobby right there quidk, fas ,t..-.. And 

" D 
he did • Now th.is is about I would think on 

~ 
'thursdayAblew ~hat one out of the water. 

I talked to Bobby Thursday and Friday on the 

telephone1 and despitte the fact that on Tuesday 

or Wednesday we flew to New York •• " . 
Tuesday's the primary, Wednesday he was 

in Ne·w Yor1'both Wednesday and Thursday. 

He flew up Wednesday, went back\'flew up 

Thursday. 

Wednesday was the meeting I attended. I came 

back to Boston Thursday morning'K-~~ 
Jrk~- ' ---~~ 

I miJjht add tha1f1 "~~the Daley thing antl 
"-":::'­
,/_ 

all the rest of it was. going ontp the meeting 
i:c,· ~ I 

was so ohaotic that Dutt.on/\ Pierre and I left 

and went over to Toot Shors and got stiff Q 
,....,---..._ 

·' because"> it dfidn•t look like a very auspicious - ---w·-· .,.. 
beginning to the great cruaade. 

I 

This is the night·.J~1t\.alked to Cronkite, ••• 

... ,,.} .. ' 

And he came in~alld~it'a a fail accompli~ really. 



HAC.KMAN: s is-~ 1 Thursday wa.s the eronkit e day . 

0°00NNELL: Was it? No, I don ' t tbink so. The day that 

HACKMAN: 

_.--~- ... 

o··oo~mELL: 

HACKMAN: 

on DONNELL; 

we were in New YorkS'he was on cronkite while 

I was in th~ air because I walked i~and 

St.eve smith said , "I don't know What the hell 

we're having a meeting for. The candidate 

just made a decision while you were flying 

in from Philadelphia. 11 

{\ J (-. .l...; '· '· ~\. 
1 · ,,-..., 

But that. 1 s the fourteenthA and that's ~Thursday<!) 
___,.. , 

the twelfth is the primary on Tuesday. / -/._i_,, 
~ 

s 
Jeeting in St.eve smith• s apartment iv March 

l.lth. 

That 1 s Wednesday. Sure • And cronki te was 

on Wednesday night. 

You ' re right. 

And I came beck to BOston. I talked to him 

---Thursday~and to be fran'k with you.i\ (~Th~~aay , 
) 

then the/ Commission thing come upf'I beleQve ?' 
- - I 

on Thursday~ Thursday and Friday I gon the 

impression he hadn • t made up his mind O 



/~/ 
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There was some backing and filling in there, 

.&JC1111 he 1 s having some other conversations 

and I said1 °You•ve made up your mind, Whether 

you think you've made up your mind or not. 

lf you're going to ret.tre from politics for 

tho r .ast of your life t.hen you could ohange 

your mind
1 

but as far as two hunired million 

J\...tn$r.icans go you t ve made up your mind. And 

ri9htfU.lly there•s been a hell of a lot of 

indecision and running around whlc:!h has not 

helped your imag-e very tmlc'h; maybe for good 

reasons • You have already made a dacielb.on.1 

you are a can.didate1 and I think all you ought 

to ma:ke your deaision now on is hOw does it. 

surface that's. all." so that•a the last I 
I 

~ v;tl.J 

talk&l to him,f'J:'iday. And Pierre o~led me 

on Friday hight and said he ~-as announcin9 

on SaturWljt .• 

Did you ever get any feeling of what conversations 

he was having that \t-ras making him baol<: off 

at this point after he had sof:t of committed 

himself? 
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Yeah, I know that there a.re eeveral. F
0
r 

_......--..,, 
example, Teddy in rr£1I judg~ent was against 

it right up to that moment.~ And Teddy had 

gone to some congressmen and Senators and 

asked them to poll then peopl.'3 up there. 
P. 

One of them was l"Jnomas t:J Tip o • e~-:§ 
and Tip has told me this himself~ he 

) fl 
never mat one single person that wou!! 

support him. A!id I think he deli*8edd that 

message to Teddy. Bobby mentioned it to me 
~,l. 

I know tha~that. he Ridn't have any 
J 

support in the Congress. And 1 said, uyou 

never did think you di.:; :;b you knovf(lfuatis 
'-,o ~- ) 

the point ?'~nf course;;.he great game 
"~ \ 

up there at this ~s .all the guys say, 

11 Teddy'* s a great gwl'-e.nd Bobby• s a Sob of a 
""-?' } 

B .. tJ y Well, that• s ~cause they don t t hav~ to 
"'=/ 

?!\Me a decision on Teddy. Tedty'l.l find how 

many of those guys are wi tl1 him w'hen he• s 

running.. But it was a gl"eat game to say~ 
Teddy's a wonderful 9uy and Bobby's, ••• 

Because they never had to make a choice. In 

lSl64"'-l said to Teddy, "You 1tnow Lyndon Johnson 
) 
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is going to love you up until the day 

you're th:ttty-si'Z)~hen y~u're constitu­

tionally eligible. ru.9ht now you're a 

wonderful felJ:.9'J because you couldn't run 

if you tried.11 But he got that information)' 

and I'm sure going around t.ll3 Senate, knowing 

negative and everybody's saying "Youtte crazy: 

should never gone back to Washington. He 

should have gone and hld someplace because 

/ 
90u•11 never find anybody . int~ er~ 
. I r:;. ).; . , \J. ,_ .. 

~-pro 'fhat ' s for anybodYf1 eYet1 eac~ther. 
') .. " ., ·~ 1, ... . --

The President~~ a great line, .. If everybody 
Jl-1 .c ·1 

had to vote for PresidentA~...d be ninety-
- . ) ,, .... ' -

six one ,. 0 J~cause t.be~~ d-·~lt vote for each 
~ r""' .,____, 

1/ r'\ 

other. So I think he got a lot of fla_Fk on 

that Thursday and Friday in Washington. That 

}ommiasion thing had boomerangdd pretty badly. 
~ - ; 

ind 1 think he A'"ished to hell he had the 
iJ. ,~I 

Cronkite thing back. I thinlt he' ~ouncer'l . . . 

~ayA\but I think he'd :a~ like~ to have _/,, l 
) 

i"'l-v 

it back and ha? been able to do it in u little 

I 
! 
I 

,,/' ~I 

: - --· 1 
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differen~ ·faahion.~!Dere's no question in 
I ~--

J1'Y min~ ·ltlu:\t ne was getting a lot of. • • • 
_;;---..... , ' u'<..1~-~ 
~ I •,hi sure , a lot of rep()rtersA~ telling 

r I 1.fa"zt,-u 

him hf!ti>~ki'ng a miat~e~ Bobby•e a great 
· ll:'un . -:::: 

guy to~~ arobnd talking t .rying to get other 
I 

piopl,e'is ideas .. Well# once 90u•ve made up 

your m:~{'you don't want to hear anybody 
I l 1,;': ... ,1,4 /. ....Jr--' 

else' t!I ideas .l. ~rybody just ooh--f\ufee you • 
.'~ l nr·-

NOlx>j1Y, ca:\ say you•re 9oing to be elected A. 

and.f :nobod~\ can say you• re going to nominated. 
·..v ! ~ 

Yo:~ got to\ go do ~t .. But ~ up until 

atur'1.a.y nrb \'lal3 pretty mixed up. 
I 

I' 

On tnat?~;dssion ideu did he ever say to 

you that if \the /ommission idea was bOught 

by Johnson, \l\e unlikely as that. see.-ned. to you, 
1 

that he wcu1{1 definitely stay npp or ·mat 

conditions i'd ~ on t;.he arrangeioent whereby 

he might st.a~r out~? 
I 

A --t YI. , i /;..) 
' ) ' ,- { 

No, I think A i:.he wish wa s 
I 

thought. therl:~. ne wanted to sat.iafy Mayor 

Daley becatts~:i I thought he properly realized 

that if thos~1 fel.lcrws wera goi11g to be angry 
I 
I 
I 

I 
'' 
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with him, not just opposed. to him, but 

ungryl.\tl1.at his chancea of being nominated 
j 

rore nil. And I think he just. wanted to go 

that last mile. I don•t think he wanted to 

r'L"l. And if he could think of same reason-

if they could end the war in Vietnant, t.ha.t' s 

vmy t4S was running# then he wouldn 't have 

runj\and he 'WOuld have accomplished everything 
) 

he Willlted to ~ anyway. That.• s \.fhy he wae 

You know the way the s:tory has l:>een l'ili:i tten 
-·r..J..& ......... -

and. the things that ~rread is that 

Sorensen's prpposal to President Jol~~son 

is before Daley gets into the thing. That's 

n<)t your impression at all. 

Well , that's not. true because I got it be.fore 

Sorensen had ever heard of it.. Soren.sen is 

But the trmy it• s been reporte°)' t.ho sorena.en 

meeting with the ~esident when this waa 

first discussed was on Mareh 10th or llth. 

That• s before the t.r!p to Rocltester. The 

-



,rip to Rochester and everything is a.feer 

this idea has already sta.rt.edf the way 

I've seen it. 

o•oom.im..:L: Well., let me just put it this wa./)if 
-::-

Sorensen wants to be the father of the 

id.ea.~! gather )'that's perfectly alright 

with mQ because it's the atupid~st thin9 

I've ever 'heard of i.n r:r.; \1hole cjoddamn lidfe O 

}!Jlt if he chooses to be the father of that 
_,. 1 ttv-· ,--~ 
orphanA~,. that's alright with me" I can•t 

<ronceive of it coming from Mayor Richard .tp 

Daley~and it came out of a convcraation that 
) 

Robert Kennedy had with Mayor DaleyGoo it 
~ 

is perfectly 1or-:;ioal that Ted sor0<n$en had 

discussed \v:i.th Bobby Kenne~y~that Bobby 

Kennedy said t.o,.l-1..ayor Daley, 11What if :t did 
L 

thirf'1. and onif.;. would say, 111."oot 1 s sounds like , .,.,., 

a grea; idea~ because he didn 1 t care what you 

did except he hoped you don't run against 

Lyndon Jonnson and ·f:.t?• our P.nrty a.Dart,, 

So that iv perfectly conceivable. 



- I 

-~1-

Okay, let me go back to something wap=a 

4 before that.. You said that that first mefltitgg 

in Salinger's office in October that ~Jhen 

it. was reported in t.he press that LyndQll 

Jahnaon had been in something of a tizzy 

over thi'l' lll1'I yo~d about that you 

still had some contact.a in t.bh White HOU$e. 

W'ho were you tal.khng to in thie period in 

the w"-ite House that would be telling' you 
~ 

what the President was thin.~nef - how much . -,-.'"';;1 .,. 

back and fDrth was there. 

O"OO'NNELL: Well, not really mttch as fa:r;· as the President 

himself was concerned.. Tfl.e Jongre$sional 

leat.i~f.1/ c;;;.~1 friendly witli m.fo l 90 oee ~ 
sena.tQr~Mansfii:d:lf eve~ l jio to Wat<hingt~ 
I •mmve:ry frienclly with a lot of those quys in 

a sotb&al sens~. the congressmen particularly. 

-·1~Jl ~' Aft.Gr /r·toyers ~i~)Jand those fellows left. f 
I didn 1 t know any-..:' :t dontt know any f tlUlse 

[ctf!nv '"'0J 
new fellows in the wni ts House. ~Cliff Carter 

who I would me~t socially and everybody's 
1~ -·· -· . - t-1 0 {' ;>''- l?J 

got the insido ~-~ nowe who'e a 9re.t.t pal 



of miJrw and the law partner of lWJ best friend.A 
. ~ ) 

Itd see himl\and he kept me filled lpret~d 
) --

much on what the President.Sw=t41 . I knew 

~mat the P:residet,tt. was doing pretty rnucll 

at the time"-not in an intimate way nor did 
) 

anybody ever t.ell me anything ~t I shoUldn't,3 

~now but ·~st aa fart as •••• But I knew 
k- t;. ,.. .., i 

him s.9\ he had this thing on Bobby Kennedy 
),:-- ·tl1.1 . 

(- ~~/\ms just incl'edible:, incrediblee~nd no 

matter 11$1 many times you told him it waa 
/j'-J.... -f. 1' V.. ·~-L i""' 

foolishA ~ :t r/as there t -;iou ju.st. coUldn' t 

shake him, lbb'by Kennady didn 1 t b<alieve in 

tr..e cone ti t.utionl;'Bobb-.t K~nneay ·was going to 
) 

try '° aeiza the government. He had tltle 
1..,;\1..4,.. .1.: l - t 

picture of Sobby Kennedy~~ oo unlikti 

what Robert Kenn8dy is like. 1'1-re.s~ tw inen 

just didn 1 ·t J.aiow ea oh otherl\and tbey bull t 
'J which is just 

up t.)'\J.s picture of each other x~~u incredible. 

And no matter what the h<;!:&ll yo'l.1 sai\.r~, /.\. r::::na;) 
I"" 

here's Lyndon Johnson w!th me-- he a.nd ! had 

a great relat.ionsbip,. We had only one fight 

in our life{'and that was the day I left.. 



t 

/ 7 --'o / 

And I'm Bobby 1 a best ftt<md. Now I ean' t 

be that good a guy and be associated with 

such a monster. But he just had a •••. 

Dick ~ire ~as raising money for th.em/1 
p .. : ,)__. 

])jdk ~ my frienc)" I put-him ia as Treasu:e1'r 

And ~ would go over to a meeting to get 

the ca~paign going~d they'd start n 

conversatio!l')'add if Bobby Kennedy's name 

· cn.m:e up even by acoi<lent iln the conversation..)'-

the t:te(;!ting was all ove1')and he 1 c1 launch into 
\" 

a tjrade about what a son Qf a ~ 13obby 

Kennedy wao. Hinety-nino peraent of the 

things were unL""tl°eand it'd get. back to 
--:;::: 

Bobby Kennedy1\. and Bobby t d say something a.bout 
) 

Lyildon~oht1son .. r·t was just t:-h1s tctnl,Puilt-
. ~ 1:-\ ' I ) 

u~fthat 1 s another onek;;:/~ don't think Boby 
~ ::: 

Kennedy ever bad five conversatio,."lstm!lbbu 

Lyndon Johnson in his entire life. When ·we 

were in tl1e United states Senate, Johnson 

wotudn 1 t speak. • • • ~ were just a couple 
....... 

of ,whippersnappers. He was Majority Leader Q 
.. il\t. 

· we Ul!!Se a couple of kid for crying 

out loud. And \>ihen the President became 



1 
I 

I 

President~ Fldllll eonjured 
¥' 

out of whole Ql~ut it became true 
) 

because they rttade it. t.r\lO after +rhile. 
But I had always maintained--"'the Vice~ 

Pre~ident and I -were extl'emely socially 

friendly~ and I was pr~ety much in contact 

with the.'1.~ the~:ter1fu"il.l.iamJ )~k 
--=-~ 

~mne out, they call~d me and said,~_!9 
~ - /--', you reao.·· ... ,../ beeause it \<ias a lieR--''Would 
'- -------- ) ::: 

you be prepared to :re:C"Ut.e it if too -~eeident. 
(J ( '-7 I 

asked vou ·to' • I said, 11 SurJ:1~ re woilld. J \../ T-5' .._ __ 

I •m noj; ittad at the President.. I think ids 

policy in Vietnam et.inke)'and 2 told him that 

when I wae in tne White HOUse so there 1 a 

nothing.. • • • I'm not mad nt the President 

of t.he uNitad Statas,_,. who «he hall dobI tl'1ink 

l am! I'm a i1obod.y ·~on the faotsl'--
~~ ,:;:- ) 

I*ll be }irepared to writo a letter saying 

'What tha faots are i£ it comes to that. point." 

eut of which Manchester ?lk'\de soma changes 



HACKMAN: 

at that meeting would drive him right ~ 
~(/ ~ <V 

:....--" 
up a wall beca}We he thought I , wae I\ 

...e.,,,,..;_ ,....; 

,91e rest. of tl1em he didn't~pay any 
>"' ,..,., 

attention t°t~but if I was ther~it had 

som.G significance,. He knew Bobby's 

relationship with me. That's W-ny I didn't 

want to go. They could all meet unttl they 

were blue in the faee5' and Lyndon Johnson 

would laugh in his-----'but he figures 'Ken 

O'Donnell is a friend of Daley's and Unruh' ~ 

and they must all be in on it or he wouldn't 

be there.. Everything 1 s a big plot to Lyndon 

anyway because he• s alway.a plotting himsel.f 

and can't construe thnt we•re not doing t.he 

same thiMA.b1..\t !IDbby just sai)\'(woultl you 
V - )~ .,,, 71' 

sit in on the meeting. He couldn1 t believe 

that .. 

Let me skip back to :>ometbing else again. 

D:ta you ever disouss with Robert KelllWdy 

his converdat.ions wit'h II..o\>renstein [Allard K~ 
and this 11 DU.mp Johnson 11 movement that got 

z 
going in the fall of ·~1. Do you know if 

t-d c 
ha was proposing that any.PP.re else challenge 



©'DONNELL: 

Lyndon Johnson? 

I would doubt it very much. Robert Kennedy 

talked to n lot of ~le---his brother did 

the sem.e thingf!6ometimes indiscreetlY(\t~ 
) ( 

but if I' .in going to make you love me /\then 
-"'"; 4 ___.,. ,i ~ .._ ,.,./ 

I agree ~.rith you,..,and 
~ ;;::- tn.at. • s A nai .._______., 

that are untru~ ~!;. came out about t.he ----
President . If Arthur Schlesinger said,»You 

ought to get rid of JRu~~e~Jii~e'd say, 

"Arthur that's one great. idea. You're the 

smcrt.est guy ! ever knew. 11 And Arthur went 

out on cloud ninel)'and the President said, 
- ~ 11 

"See you later. /.~you ~imagine what that 
-;;- ) ~ 

dope said to me yesterday. 11 Bobby was that 
r;..J-i..,.,~-- :.h ~ 

·way too. so if A:llat d La\venstei~e.nd ltll:m: d' s 

got some political friends in New Yorkt\and 
t:JJ. O.~ '• J ~--· - ) 

A±la:cd would be saying it to Bobb'-.tA~ I'm 
) 

sure Bobby would be encoura.ging., "Go ahead, 
r ; I . f:'-_ ._, . \ 

t\Jla~, ~ it 1 s a wonderful idea." I think if 

anybody was going to go, he wan going to go <!> 
) 

Ge11e McCarthy enupted out of nowhere • Ie&­
these 

tlU.nk Sobey would agree wi t.h his pGElpl~ 

He was a practical politician~and I'm certain 



HACKMAN: 

O'DONNELL: 

he would lun'te di scussed it with me if he 

bad any thoughts . If anybody ·was going to 

r tny\he was going to run. 
) 

Did he ever comment to you on the kind of 

campaign l>1cCart.hy waa z-unning in New 

Hampshire and what he thought of it., 

particularly the kids coming in. Is this 

a.'l important factor in puiihing him? 

No, I think;.'\seef\again we go back to the 
) '""?'- ) ~~~ 

relationehip~~ pnrt.ly because + 
0 ~ ~Mi ( 

Bobby wished he 1 <1 ran they bec~e 
} Jib.. 

critical of MeCarthy' s tactic~ "He 1 s a 

l1ouay campaisne~ anr1 nae 1 s ia.zy as h~1Pl!../ 
Well, I rneei.n, that got back to MoCartltyf'-too '\'­

,r 
and t11at again begins- the fact of the mattAr 

io it. wasn't McCarthy~ He did say tha.t. to me ')' 

and I said, .. Bobby, the.re is a built-in 

anti-Johnson vot~and he•s going to get it 

if he never shows up in New HaJapshir"!Y~d 

as far aa Massacl1usetts goo'h he, s going t.o 
J 

knock .someone 1 s head off o:f here • You can• t 
,,......... 

boat som·ebody with no body. I don l t kOow what.• s 



HACKMM1; 

O'DCmiELL: 

r 

- &: --

a lousy campaign in New Hampshire. Reis 

no John Kennedyt.\but who the hell is . 11 

) 

But I do think it created antipathies W'hioh--
.-- -f.:-0 

! think the wish wa~1 £aft.her~~ t~ ~bought 
there. If McCarthy~ got sbellaoked)99 to 1 /\. 

BobbKennedy would have said, "See I told 

you eo. I would 1 ve got shellacked to~ 11 or 

"I'snouldn 1 t have run . u Now wh~n Mccarthy 

starts to come upi\'! think it• s ji.1st human 
) 

nature to say----, 0 it' a a lousy campaign." - ~ , ,, 
Now McCarthy interpreted that as~ I' rn 

l ,, 
t~ng to t!>rpedo ~~d that• s wnat br09glt 

~ 

him into Massachusetts as sure as God grows 

green apples. He said# u If you. want t.o play 

I think I read somewhere that at one point 

Robert Kennedy discussed with you the possiliLlity 

of going into Ne·w Hampshire • Is that so , 

do you remember that at all1 

Oh, jeah 

) 

'When waa this ·. 



I -

I 
I 
I 

O'DONNELL; Going in to what? campaign for Mccarthy? 

No, going into tl1s New Hampshire primary 

lilin9elf. 

o •nmnmLL: Oh# I think that was the issuEtf6 

HACKMAN: Early, in those early maetill9s .. 

o•nemnmr.: Yeah, that• s \'ihere he had t.o make his 

HACKMAN: 

decision . The d~iaion is Ne~ Har.ipsl1i.re. 

I think we all!\._as it wen:t on lat.ex and obviously 
) ... ;r 

a~1 that Johnson was more vulnerabl~ l 

was al 7'4Yf> convinced Bobby Kenne.Cly could win 

,...--..._ 

ought to go in to New Ra.rapsld.re because l 

don• +hink his viot.ory 1>1ould haVll ineant a 

darn thing. They wauldn •
0
t have cared whether 

.__...."--y ""'\ 

Bob I'~nnedy \-:on • .ind4)~t.hlnk that \<ms partially 

his vie>w. :r think fat() just propelled him 

into it. Everything went. in the ·way that. he 

-
, I 

_,,,, ' 
I , _ _,.. 

From ¥that you•~t.old me~tl1ere pr.>obably was 

not much thought ahead of time given to who 
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was going to play what role~ in the 

campaign. can you remember any discussions? 

o•oo:mmLL: You mean prior to his announcement on 

. • fi 

f Saturday. 'i"hm:'e never ·was any discussion. 

After the announcement he ~ ed me to come 

dCMn to was'hirJ"fto~and I \'1f.l!lht down the ~"ft 
') '--·, µ <rf> / . .: 

Mondny1 and \.Te had tho first meeting(?~ 

, a t'he headquarters .. I think Steve ntlgl1t have 
' -" 

gone down Sunday .. It ju.et sort of fell into 

place. Obviouslyf,he had t1' make several 
) 

in'rmediate decisions 
~ 

t~ido primaryr'1iae. 
_;;t;k.;7 \:._, 

as to what he was going 
~]L 

First,A California tli~ 
the deai.aio11 was already mad)' and that gaye 

plenty of lead time; ft wa~n*t. until June o 
39 we \'Ieri;J not terribly concerned about .. 

--

You hai:1 to go into Nebraska be.cause of tl'.ie 

tdrne fl~~ouncement wo.s made,. If they would 
.__/ '---~""· . - -
~ oli _\:tatti __ · . 



O'DONNELL: 

0 I DONNEL11; 

have waited a few more day~e could have 
) 

stayed tbttt of 1'1ebraska/\..! believe. Can you 
) 

1/--

rerne:rnl:ier getting involved in any discussions 

as t.o whether you go to Nebraska or not? 

No.1 I think he realized right off the bat 

herhad to go the primary rottte • T'he only 

one tl"..at we debated at all was Indiana. 
f 

we had a lot of f riendc 

n strong organizational 

in !ndinna)'and ~-e, ~?Ne 

tie in lndia.~af nnd 

the obly debate was we knew it. was a tough, 

tough state. !t was on that one . Wisconsin 

was forecloaed;) and the Indiana thing we _,, 

played with for t'WO or t-hree weeks. Now J3ob})\J 

was out on the roa<y. as I reoal1f4nost of this 

timei and Teddy and Steve and mysalf were 
) 

havin<J nost of the aisc.1.1.Ssions as to w'hat 

we were going to do~and they were setting up 
'j 

the mechanico of the operation. 

\ rs Sorensen in on this to any extent or not. 

Yeah. It was so quick . The decisions were on 

us. We didn 1 t have many decisions to Ir.a e . 



Inditma is the only one we did have a 

decision to make in)' Whicli was really 

crushing upon us to do that at that timG. 

BObby m<.'1tde a ata.temeni{\.alil I recaU.-·,that 
~·$ ) ) 

he id 90 out~ help McCarthy in Wisconsin)' 

which was not trented very te..11,derly by the 

~ ocarthy people 1.fuo already smelled victor-.t 

in W!sc&nsin . we had one meeting nt which 

u:p~\l)ut it waa quite clear that he asked ma ,...,...: 

to take t11e major a.tat.cs.. At t'he primnrie ~ 
J 

we coulc1 net up an organization for the 

primaries a~i· w·ent alo~ and then we coUld 

get p~ople inAw"' would run the primaries O 

_gnd if I would take over the major r:H::.o.tes, 

Steve would hand.le New York and ? woula handle 
()./J... ,,,-.. 

!>Tew Jersey-- tbnt' o the first thing- take 

total responsibility for New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Michigan., Ol'do, Illinoi . 

_9bviously Jessf would handle California .. But 
_. -. Cf z; 
that waD ths main- I spent. nfitf<!lty per ent of 

my time on that. We used t.o meat. about every 

mort>.ing :J ·eddy was thGI"e a lot thon~and Stove 

\ 



, 
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J 

/ 

was trying t/ r aide dough most of t'he time 
,' ·. ~ 

so he wa.snrt ~here very often. Pierre has 
' 

come in Jaytbben and then I bad suggested 

Fred Dutton to travel witl1 him Who took 

really the role that I took with tne President 

and tben Fred would stay in touch with me 

as £a.r as \'There they went, or those \'ihO 

were '\vorJ0.119 with him. And they were just 
~d.44..f"/!Jt~ r;;. 

~"'\OW t.rying t.o fit th~ !t ~ms n chaotic 

sit\Ultion ~ I, fran.-~ly, was the only gey 
vi'""' 

that rad <l\ clear asai~btA the W'hole 

a.~n operation because everybody was crossinl 

everybody else• s Wires. You had Tedd.yJs ataff 

in t'.here1 you had Bobby a st.a.ff in there !'and 
./ 

then you had JFK• s st.af£ in there all sort 

of super~posed one on t"he other)'\ana so it 

was oonfueing • EVerybody ni.s 'rorking as hard 

a s they couli:l but it rs juat ru:rt;.i;nial that you 

crcres lines... Teddy wao dealing with ¢'ongreesmen 
I\ 

anc-1 S~r~~rs up on the Hil~ I 1 m dealing 

witl1 the local lead01: s'1t ... i.p and eongiaessmcntand 

? enators up on tr.a Hi1l(;'and wa~re oropsing 

wires ever+:!,,,.. "" turn axoun/J.'{)((g 



I 
I 

1 · 
I 

we bad the ·whole political syst.em of the 

United Stntes in utter chaos because they 

don't know who - he ha~ they• re suppc:ieed 

to be tal1ti?l9 to. Otiviousl~ only one 

they kno\ir is me it made it a little easier 
:-; 

aa f.ru: as ! was concerned ooca"Use they don• t. 

know anybody elsef they never· dealt. with any­

body eloOe political!~ Bobby' e fellows 

are all new to ~nd Teddy•a fellows they 

donJt Y>.ll.OW at. aU So~ just na:turallyj" 

even when it was things that. I didn•t have 

an1-thing to do with)tl1ay•a be calling ~II 

and then we' re trying to unravel who' ' 
'J J 

tal.ldng to who about wba't.. lif1e had one 

neet.ingAG\lld I'm trying to place it .. I think 
,) 

Bobcy had made t.he first ewin~ and then ·we 
) 

.~t ou-i.: '\:O W.¢kocy lliUAand ·w<A had what I 
,,. {/.) ,; 

think w tl'le only formal staff meeting wa 
\4l1e:re ~re 

ever hac1 ~~bma sort of laid down ool.d 

assig~ntz to peop:!e culd there wexe no titleo 

involvedJ ·1hich \'1a.s a cause otf.l some concern 

to some 0£ our lead are.. Tll.ddy was goil'1g t.o 



.,.. 

be the campaign manager/\ Teddy and Steve c' ,_, 1 / -· 

interchangeable/ which was m:cept.ahle to , 

everybody .. There's no conflict with either 

of ·th~they're relatives and we'd all 

worked with them. Beyo11c1 that trying t.o work 

out what Pierre 's doin9 with what ~iewica. 

[Frank] is doing and Fred Dutton clearly 

had a roleo!fld then the apeechwriters and 
-r 

these people/ 1 ::_e--' pr~ty much ·the candidato 

was going t.o deal with on his own r.ierit........> 
L> 

~Obviously ~hare l<."'12 going to be s.ome oollflict 
......... _.. .. ..., _i ... 

ootween~· Sorensen and .Goodwin and l30bby ' s guys , 

wl".o wrote and knew Bobby' $ ratyle a hell of a 

!lot better than-, i;hat 1 s li'Y.e :fitting a glove ,,-- ~ 

!=-hat 1 s a tou.gh one. Bat I didn 1·t get into 

much of that ~"\rt of it tu'JSelf.. I •rn sure that 

was the candidate• s headache most t>'!et.ho time 

. .::1~ ~f c01.trse e waa on the road. But nt 
. -..... 

this one mooting wo 1.1;cnt into the T:.V aspeota 

of what he ought t.o be doing • Don Wbl eon wns 

th~re.. He 1 d aome in to ta.~e over the toleviDtiln 
..-- . 

pam of it . I think Dick rl~:!J Guggenheim was 



there. 

~laS there much disagre~nt on h~1 much you }~ 
~ 

spend on Tt..,V~ what kinda of auliienaea you 
\\ '-'.......s..I'../~ 

appear bef~ the coll~e@ others? 
1. 

~ 
o·oo~!NELL: Yeah, there was a great debate l'ihich wa$ l ·erd 

by the candidate who was-~ tc>uld sayA at that 
A~ ~ 

t~ was the fir.at time ! &aw Bob Kennedy 
c;._.,. 

b$c.ome ti@ ealldidnte 0 ~~ wrt.il thenj he had 
l 0v 

never really run in this kind. of ,1tope.ration 

bef<Jre ,, When he went ~ New YOl:k, it. waa 

helt.er ... skelter at t.l-ie lae.t minttt.eJ\ Jr:JU ·re 
..) 

~ng in-r;;a. atat..e you don• t hncr~ a.twbOdy 

al;x)tl1?1\and yo11 1 re suddenl!{ beaomimg a candidate 
fellov~ 

whe-11 he was a rat.'her wlthdra" Bobby was not 

the extrovart--nor was bis brat'he~t he 

had never done it before and it•e a tough 

transfer, tough t:r.ansfer He never really 

got unt.raoke,.I ~Yer thought in New Yprk • 

. .. i+-J~ 
And wne11 you• re a senator you got.f a 1ii0re 

lm.C.$\lrecl pace where you can really plan what 



you•re running for President of tbe United 

States~ne•d aeen enough 0£ it so he 

11 

underl$t00d it bU:Q that'a the first. time I saw 

Bobby Kennedy withdJ:e.w and look at Bobby 

KannedYjwh..ich is what his brother did Do 

magnifi~antly, and ·talk abeut himaelf in tho 
J 

third person he was analyzing hie 
".> ::. 

t.elevisioncC' how l1e c<:imas acrossl and I recall 
/ ~ 

ha sai4,;'I don't come across \iJell. on set affatrs ,.,.. 
. ~ 

I do ver"J well with Q A1%.'l A I don• t want 

to get caught just going to colleges bUt X 
I 

don• t think the aet format is my · ll~ I •m 

prepared t.o listen to \:lhttt anybody else want.s 

to say about i ) :but that.' s just begirutlrl(j~I 

don "t think that J 6 "t'.ty strongest ~ui·t If n And 

tlle~bey got debatil1.9' the kinds of thinga tney•re 

going to Cio on television .. I tbin1t he w;:is 

very olaar where the issuetl were/\ \mat ho 
../ 

was going to do, on his own pot!tion. That 

day he was more concerned with get.ting the 

lines drawn rat.ller strai'ght 'between all of 

us so that everybody kne\i1 quite What the other 

I 

I 
I 

"i 
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~ 
guy uas doing. Ha was trying t.o make 

phone calls that day, ! remeniber ho called 

<Jeorge Meany t.o go down and see George 

Meany the neKt day" It v:as r!eoided at that 

meeting that I would go eee Vice Pi;esi<lent 

Humphrey and urge him not to r\tt1 which l 

picture as I saw it. He hall not made a decision 
- ?:7,fz 7,,,./:.-.;i;>f e;.1.,,.,, :,,_,, c,,/ ....... ,,. 

.@ Lri his own mind although it wae (~ ---uc:4 

clear to me t1iat he was a candidate. Sobl:>y 

werit to ee:e Meany the ru»tt day ahd I gather 

had a vecy unpleasant confrontation. Then 

Any problems wit.'h other peop!e oomirs into3 

your areas or did you feel that.~r-:: responsibil­

ities that were c;rive~to. you that you wore 

really left a.lone t.o 'balldle them on yow: 
-( 

own. 

Well , I was left alone becin.1.E$e ·-t·•m nl:d1tthat 

nice a fellow to g~t along with~in the first 
_..,..... 

place bUt 1 had a pt"<ltty si~Cjlabl¢ eta.ff of 



fellow·s. Now ! brought down my assistant-

whose llO'vT wor~ing for '!'-eddy•.... l?aul Kirk. 
. L1J0 :1:~ <.( • 

Narge~an~ came down and there were about 

seven or eigbt guys that had worked £~ me 

Ivan 1'lestingen und ;;;uey lfbauri~cwuiell 
) 1'\ e-4 -r: 

in Ohio, ~-~ti i) Jaa.k Conway came over 
L--11 .. · I r ~ ~ ~>•.Le. ~j t.l •• i..... ,_), i~· , r ... ,~-:f 

from tuD Awi th t.wo oi· three fellows ao I . a 

guys who had worked with tile all the time in 

wit.b very fe:w exceptions the player$ h..aQ.n' t 
/},/\~ -
v-~ 

cbanged rnuchl) \>fno you d~alt witha ' I lme\-l 

most of them one way of another.,,~ didn1 t 

have any probl.e:m!'t.he only p-robl~, frankly, 
'~/\) / 

I 'had in the \1l1.ole thing wns in ML:lhigan 

ooaause you•ve got a oqmplex pl.ay bet.ween t'he 

-~-

AUtO WOrkera anct the Parl;y oxgtinizat.ion. . . t ()" 
!{j.b .... 'u ' 

I wao \·d. th the Auto worker~ side of i ~ Z>irr'- , 
4..><,_ k:>1 ··(\-~'- ·-C. o l ..... ..._ -
-t.~-a.1-l great personal friends.. Plus 

t):- /-{ 
there's been ~~ng~ in the playeru out 

w o.....a -~ L'-<J 
t.here 4@.erome -g_J' Ca.vanmtgh ~s (§:t~s_)an:itwa.y 

\" ..... w cCo - - -
' -Whof.re a paloof minau-~ut the l?arty o ganizatiou -
had clianqed conaic1erably and thQy were a littlo 



I 
I 
I 

r 
I 

pa.lo 
llumpbrey had a lot of ~a in the 

Auto workers as we did so we were f i9hting 

for the same carcass all. tlie time. Well, 

Sorensen had done a little '«>rk with the 

th~ough other things that's the only place 
..---. 

we got at a?'l!'\l.Y- thOso ·who don't want to 
\\ 

deal wi tn me figuretl 110111\I' 11 get. away frotn 
J ~ J 

that son of a gun I'll go to so~ensen. 
'vi.)~ 

r~eh didn't have a job., '11his ~ one 

,, 

of our problems. There \-ras no apecifie 

aacignement and I gather he was 9~tti.ng 

·wanted to wri t.e Bobby's s,peecha~ and as I 

say)\! 1 m sure they ~w BObby bettErr than 

sor en.sen does"' He ooul.d vrri te tl~om for the 

Pr~si~n~. • • • tafoll 1 fa c\idn' t bave 
' . 

a job really_fand if you don't have anythil19' 

to do ~ou do things maybe you shouldn 1 t kie 

doing,. Pierre was in the same boatjhut Pierre 

is not t11at kind 0£ a fellow. Pierre doenn 1 t 

have much ego problem., Pierre will stick hls 

nose into anythi~1 nnd you knO\'~ a•s 9ot. a 

great pereonality~~~obody gets mad at 

~I 
I 
I 

I 



Pierre and Pierre's not trying to upstage 

anybody. Heia just:. going to take c~ of 

Pierre and he loved Bobby and ..... 

~ I med [sorenserg 9ot. at od.ds~e didn•t quite ~- _.) 

)~v~t the hel.l to do . Diak Goodwin was 

gi""inq him a little zing . He didn't. wattt to 

get into the primaries t:u'ld l suppose you 

don 't want to be downgraded to some degree, 
·-, /V.k'-~ ). 

I don 1 t know . It (~ bother!'rne mudh but 

I gatl'er it kind of bot~ed him becau;Se he 

/\ ~ 
and Larry O"Brien came aooe.rd_Jan.a he ar~ 

iK:J,..ry o 1 Brien wa.~t.ed to havo t.itii:e~whioh 

ras 11ot quite pe:rmis.rdblG w'ith the rest of tho 

f ellawa in t.'he group. There •was a big tussle 

abOut t.be title si'tuation wbich it finally 

turned out~- O'Brien announced nimself and 

i stopped itjand then~~ns~ I found out. 

Sorensen had urged 0 6Ericm to do it. because 

he '\•ranted to get a tJ.tle{a.nd he went to Steve 

P.J'ld Steve said, 11 If you get a title o•normell 

w*~ ham (' a p.e doesn/t want a title .. 11~ 
I said, "What. tho l"~:U d.o you n,c!ed titles for.:Z 
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Assistant to the President of tlle United 

States" There ' s no bett~ title than that. 
~ ~ 1T _,A· ...1..,,.J .. , •. 1 .:: 

in the h i story of the \.1orld . /\You needed it 

in 1960 because they don•t know \·/ho you aro)" 

and you• v . ~ t.o identify yourself, You 
.rv· ..Q...J .. \ '"~ 

don ' t(\ do that anymore. n it just causes 

controversy within U1e group. Let Teddy and 

Steve have the tit.le$ W'roae going to get 
--7 

mad at. them,, they 1 r(l t.he candidate' s brother." 

iv 
so that recol ved ts 1.f . Jk:) operation I had 

~41 ... 
no prohl.cm1s I\ We had one tittle tussle about 

MJ.chigan ru:1d that was tl"t.e ol'lly one • 

You 1\W'...at.ioned R~bert. Ken.~dy' s early meeting 

with Neany. Did you havo tne labol." side a.s 

something to go along wi t11 the main states? 

can you recnll yotu- ~arly conva~sations with 

I Reuthe Wal terJ ruld somo of the other labor 

people 
1 
any progress at all on that eicle-? 

/\ 
Labo.r 1 s like anything elseJthere ' a so nlally 

facets to it . They were so odnmitt.ed to Jo'.hn'"'on 

and then to I~phray0the fact Of tho matter 
\_ ... · '::. 

.is I had 'been called to wasltlngton mayb'J aix 



~j 
months before, · maybe even a year before, at 

I 

t.hf! request of Mr. Mean~and I oat down 
~ 

with Al Barkin and he said., 11 I'm speaking 

for the old man7f You•v.e 9ot to get. Bobh°'J 
LU{_.-

out Qf thia. '!OU'can•t tear this Party a.part.. 

It• a got. nothing to dO with Lynelon Jonnson, •t 

The same way Didk Daley: "We' re going t.o be 

in trQuhle, The labol!' movement 1 s going to 

ho in t.r0Ubleja.i1d you' re our friend_jand you• re 

Bobby's friend. You•ve 9ot to 90 to Bobby and .. 
I 

~P I told All- they hacl a lot of polltS that. 

t.hey had taken. that. showed JQhnson in~ 

tu:r:nied out to l:le10 Theyw~re just an puzzled 
__ , (.,.·~{ .... 
:~~ the polls themselveejbut. tb~ir polla 

indicated that Jonnson oottld t;a elect,~d)'and 

the pn11}t:~ wer~ ·w'Orried a.bout ie t.be 

t.earin9 up of the PaJ..'"t.y. I sai0. 1 
11 1 can't ~ 

that. I wo11 t t do that G)~n the first place) 

~by ~y and I,. we 1 re friendSf but. I 

don't tell him what to tto an°1f~artklyjhe 

d.oeab 1 t. ·t.all me what t.o do. we 1 re friend~m 

t.hat 1s it1.2~nd I'm out o ... t.'hib business now. 

~ '/ • • • 



! 'm back in Massachusetts minding ray o'\·tn 

l:Y1.\sinesetJ l *m not. gOifl.9 to carry any 

messages t.o anybOdy., 0 so t.h<!ly g-ot very angry 

about it~d this is part of tne reason at 
,) 

the end of it that tltey \~ere so bitter and 

they o~tted th~el~s to Johnson ao 
lf}Nbv0 

\!thole hog .. t;t you recall the Friday before 

Jchneon pulled outJ\Meany had him over there 
) 

at the 1WL-CIOw -Shat• s 't1hy he got sore • Tlley I/ 
........., -' ~ \.. ..R~ 

lead him right down th.I:! p~ )'too. He~de a 

spoech for Lyridon Johnson that no organizee 

to their convr;mtion<> r,fhat 1 ~ almost illegal 

under thoir oonstituti~.%his didn't apply 

to Walter Reuther at all~ Reuther•~ problem 

wa.a tot.ally different. Reuther' a problem was, 

in the first plaoe w'ner~ Geor9e .fli.eany 
tu, ~ 

went Waltio was sitre not to follow an<l vice 

versaDput hi-e frieooahip wit.h llol>b't was - ~~~ 
pretty deep, with the Presidentt\vecy deep, 

and all 1:lle leadershipf;·1it.h me very c1eep0 

but they llAVe a j)roblem wi tldn their own ---



were suppo...-ting George Wallace in t.heir 

Southern areasj'llnd t.heyjbeing a very 

democratio u.niontwalter Reuther does not 
) 

announce wbat the United Auto Workers are 

going t.o do. And I have no question in the 

world that they w~ going to be for Robert 

Kenn;dy . They bad some very strong lia'Uk 

~entiment among$t their locale who/\I euppose /\ 
) / 

got cte.f naa contract.s~fte.r the Prerddent 

got out" I thin."; if Johnson had stayed in/1 
../ 

thoy would have been claa:rly fr,r Ren~d~but 
',) 

once it became Bumpheay/\:there' ~· same deep, deep 
./ 

friendships that Ruoort llumphrey had with t.he.ee 
5., ~ 

people. lfl1ey were not able. if they b::td s · A 
::::-~ ,...) / 

'*LookAwe 1 te going to be for y()tf d they could 
,J J 

not have prodiced at that petiod of t.:Ui\e. 

~~Walter Reuther and I had a long oonve:rsatiou;1 

and ! said, "I don't t.hink you ought. to come 

come out .. " And h~ wa~ very, very relieved .. 

1ou work within t.he union) I know wl~re you 

a!"Gj'and when the chips come d~/.\11e 1 re going 

to ask you to do somotltlog1V::Jut we \'ra.nt to 
/ 

I 

I 
·j 

I 
I 
I 
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work with your locals the way we always 

worked with them. 11 For example, they ran 

Indiana for us. They knocked off the AFL-

CIO endorsement in Indianapolis l'R.ay H.M 1 :Lt Q 
) 

~hat's what we dealt with through ftiexber~· J,) 

Jack Conway. We could use these guys where 

they emerged locally;\and Walter Reuther could 
<"/ .) 

deny the~ h..§? didn't have anything to do 

with it. What the Indiana locals do id none of 

the business of Detroit. As long as he didn't 

r .~ W©-ac\c. .. Jz. " 
announce himself§'we111t: it WO'!! :a---caucu I 

a.,....~ 
BOMB Of 'fHOii! f!lJ,o\.1s, ~ Conway could do all the 

manuevering. So we did beautifully with the 

Auto Workers and whoever they could ally them-

selves with we could pull them over. And in the 
-:j 

states~ was operating in)'besides the labor 

part of it~they had very strong positions 
J A{~~/ 

within the Democratic organiaation; t\a lot of 

delegates. The only fellows that ga~e us a hell 

of a lot of trouble were the Steel Workers and 

the Steel Workers are good.Cf'f f I .w. ~ says 

"I 'm against you,(' it wouldn 1 t mean anything to 
J 

me in a lot of unions~~ut when the Steel Workers 
[,!/ _. 

,. 

,,,.. 



-90--

they're oay they're against yo~irst, 
~rell-organized; they•v~ 9ot· a lot of moneyf 

zand they have these,. big looa.ls in etrategic 

placesfas the Auto Workers do. The Auto Wor~ers 
I 

and~ Steel Workers together are formidable 

and separate------you've got a tough time \-lith 

the steel Workers. They gave us fits. The7e•s 
' 

just no way of getting at. 4G. Ab~\. !ome of 
/\ Vi.-.. 

it was persona.l going baclc; to c:.!1"'€.- • ..!. 

first. place David MdPonald might have been a 

friend of the Kennedys. P...e was l'.'.Ot. a friend of .J 
.-.· n ~ i ' L3ostP.if''l4 , . ) ...:>~: 

Bob Kennedy • ~ he was a friend of Mr•{\ Kennedy. 

I think Al:fi~ allowed that to color his jud~n-tj1 

and. also the fact of th!? McClellan Committee. 

He had a lotpf excuses for why they \:1eren • t fer 

Bobby Kennedy. Well, you kno·w, George Meany 

used that e:x:ous.e. l said to his pals, "He didn't 

need that against Jack Kennedy. He was on the 
( 

.HcClella.n Committee 1 Bobby just worked for them. 

John mannedy wa.a on the McClellan committee/land 
../ 

I never saw Meany ·turn down an invitatiofi to 

anything John Kennedy ever gave him in hie life. 



So you•re just making up stories why you're 
''II 

~ ._,:.t'Y'-C ~-
against" • ~' f?oseph 1J ~ Joe Keenan, well, 

I 
I 

Joe loves the Kennedys, great pal of mine. 

Joe almost cried~~t they put it on him like 

they1 ve never put it on him before in their 

life. NO!tl I know an awful lot of guya in the 
<-:-'; 

po litical apparatus of these unions~d they'd 

call me up and they were almost. in tears. They 

wanted to be for Bobby Kennedy. First. they didn•t 

thin.1< HUbert ~ H'umphrey could ·win: they hate 
j\-·--

lyndon Joh.nson :and they always bad a pretty - / 

7 

good wdlr6ing relationship with the Kennedys~ 

~t they• re on pa;yroll!J ~d this ia the first 

time in history these people really put the 

squeeze on them. Usually there•e a lot of 

latitude in there from top to bott~;\but there 

wasn't in this one. They really were rough. 

But we workad on them as best. we could . We did 

fairly well locally with t'htlro. The only place 

they really had any great ste~gth was in 

tndiana wb.bze ~-re had probably tne best union. 

The Steel Workers gave u.o fits up in the northern 

pat't of tl1e statej but the UAW neutralized them 
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., 
in Indiana but other places i cali fornia 

I'm sure they- but Jesse was able to pUll 

some people off in ca.lifornia and the Auto 

W0 rkers got a big local in there;attd the 

Teamsters were not. unfriendly strangely 

enougho ~ f}~s friendly to Bob Kennedy. 

so ] Californi" we were able to sort of 

neutralize it and get some pretty good labor 

guys on our alat.eJibUt they were real.ly h:urtilng 

u... in where I was
1 

•1hich is t.ba big states. 

Did Conway wox-k on th.is all the \>taY through. 

,,...,, 
Yeah. But. then he went- probably the ablest 

gq.y I've met in this b'Usinesa in my life) 

Jack conw.y~ ~ and l talked eV ery da'/fland 

! asked hi.m to go to calif ornia because st.eve 

- ~t~ j.;" . 
was trying to >:Un it. ~Jess? is a problem 

and f re' guys kno~A · ·d- !_t"a at beat --. 
the wars~ situation in the \'10rld. Jess~ gete 

along with Jack con~myAana Jadk Coni.1ay gets 
=;J ~ ~{~~ _., 

along with Steve~o he~Aa 9o~end 1n these 

sort of aroas@httt. ~ kept me up to date on 
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,, every labor thl.n<]. Bill Dodds, who~ 
\ 
l alter Reuther' e assi tant taken Jack• s job 

Bill Dodds worked with me and their regional 

.aetings l went to. They give you apretty 

good feel of what•e going on. They saved 

us from utter eliminatiot·\~J can really sa.y 

that because they were able to neut.rali.ze 

enough guys in some places to at least get 

us not being anti-labor. 

Is there anybOdy in W'!)any•a family that you 

can talk to at all [ Andr~.<J ..fj :Siemiller or 

( Al . Sarkan or any of these pepple who can 

at !G-ast tell you what's going on t.here or 

is the thing ao closed that there•s no sense 

even talking to these people as things devel..op? 

You mean during this oampa19nJ well• Al Barkan 

and I were greht friends. I t.hlnlt he'd be the 

first to say I got bim his job because when 
~--

{!fmnas L-) Jitn McDavitt. died they weir~ try:i:~ 

~ o iVEi~ because he was Jewish"t:o be frank with -- / ¥ , 
you--Agive him the business)and the President 

called George Meany and eaidt ";r ~ think 



that the great unio~ ~ver lets anything like 

that stan<Jr~> Al Barkan's been my friend for 

ten yeare~and I love to work with him and 
/ 

he's goi.119 to have a lot of influence over 
i/ . 

'h..ere with Ran o 'Donnel • ,: 0 A.nd that just 

went througb just like that. Th~re wasn't 

any qttestion in my min<\ / Al's too libdral nlld 

there was some f orcea in there that were 

trying to-- it had been an Irish Catholic 
7' 

fiefdcnn j let•s say)fr>r a long time;land ~-~i.Y.J 

trades didn 't want to give it up0~u~any just 

stepped in and put hie foot. down(.)Wh4 · the 
(\ 

President did get. in i tj Jte was just being nice 

and subtle about itAbut he made it quite clear 
/ 

that he'd like to see lU.Ei frienil Al Barkan . 

so when I ran for Gov~rnox;1 they were very nice 
~~~ J 

to be al though they wel!'e suppo:ttill9 my oppon~t. 

so we had a great relationslihp3oe KeE\nan and 
\/{,, 

l had a gre t relatioMhip. Gus Tyler flew 

down to New York and had dinn~ with me one night. 

~~· '-'-
'l'hey alltold me just w·liat ~!!~)problems were J., 

I 

·j 
I 
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They had commi tments-j and George Meany was 

rough. George Meany hnd never done this before. 
(0 [,tf)P 

cL. rough)' _;' , rough on his locals 

~ 

Who tend"to be •very friendly with us nd . , j 
I, •IJ /) r J:'> ' -r'f'- .l. J,;t , ' ' I ·' (tr, 
w~ i_f... . ..L '·'"'">~"'-~ t1..r_ 1;-+ ;r,. , '"' L' 

whose leadership J;s-. .. • .. 'theft COPE('1eatler.JA 

K1!runes cuf;J} Jimmy O'Brien~as a great, grwat 

pall}'and poor Jimmy is aroutl4 there having to 

campaign again~t Bob Kennedy. Ho almoetz died ([) 

but it1 s either th~t or y-ou don•t collect the --
check next vreok, fellows. Tbat • s juat how rough 

they got on t.heee guys. 

l4A 
Is there anything Robert r<ennedy .oan do personally 

-z 
aboU't. this. Do you oa.ll him to make ~ny phone 

calls back to these peopl~ or not? 

Well, Ted.dy called a lot of tl'lese giiys. I gave 

:aobby lists of guys to calla W&lt.er aurke_) -tb' s 

the Set;!'X."etary Treasurer of the Steel WorkersA 
,/ 

Walter Burke had been on of the f ellO\'IS we 

got in W:isconnin and worked like a son of a gun 

for nob Kenneay. Bob Kennedy and I were in his 

house on a couple of eccaaions; nd we finally 



'] 

I 

got him to come over wit.h us out. there. 

And When the McClellan Cammi ttee was hot.} 
· (~J Bobby called him1 he called MaloneyJWho'e 

the n'Umber two guy. ! gave him a~ist. of names 

that Conway ueed to send me all the time a.nd 

say, 11These are the guys that a call from 

Bab ~ennedy will weaken i (.~They• re still going 

t.o be for Hnbert HumphreyAbut they•re knot 
/ 

going to ~ out knockilng your head off because 

they like the Kennedys." And then I could follow 

up with a phene cal;f but he had to break the 

ic.(~ and Ted called a lot of thE1111. we kept. the 

pressure on them as beet wa could and just to 

keep the line of comrnunioation opon~t.Jhich was 
, ..... "\ .. 
,., .I :'.I· .... ,. " ·- . 

really all I was dio:i;~e---\~~nffifSn:nv~~·LooJ: A 
/ 

we • re going to ge·t:. nominated anyi.1aY;'1and we want 

you with ua after themnominat.ion. 11 Of lfoursel1 they .; 
I J 

g~~~d as a don of a gunAbut that was tho line 

I used on them all the time. I ·thi1'lk we maintflincd 

comnunication with the exception of Meany anti 

J' 
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O'DONNELL: 

' ,. 

Okay. You wet>e tal.Ung about the California 
... 

situation. wtwn did you first begin to get _ 

report.a that things Wli!)rentt. working so well 

organizationally out. there-- the Unruh. , • • 

Well,, I kept Very Qloea t.o California because 

in California in 1960 we had screwed it. up so 

bad you onn1 t oolievo itj'and we proceeddd on 

tl'le ::mme linen ·this time. Jeso• uw:uh resented 

so rnu.ch bringi1'19' in fellows from outaid¢! the 

state who didn't. Jtnow unyt:.hif'19 abrn.tt California@ 

,. --~) I• ve always thought that• a the error of tm 
( ' .. 

year. ! 1 Ve been go.inst it~nd it. just doesn't. 
.J 

worl~~'1nd it aoesn • t worl: in a b g state liko 
/ Cl~~-~ 

Californi~~hey doa•t want/\ W:-~:_I1 ' guys fr¢ln 

!Vbaoachusstts out there. Loo1:5'we don't dlo eo 

well bntk here let alon~ going out and. ~xporting 

our marvelous talent out thora. BUt Jesso resents 

you're talking abOut or somebody much higher 



I 
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--< 
t.han t.his. 

' ~ 
No, these are the~of people I 1 m talking 

bbout .. NOW you tal<e I{en o•nonn&l (I) I think 

I know· something about politioa and if I went 

out to Loa .AJ:tgeled\ l aouldn •t. find LCJs An9&les 
/ 

<;)._,.! 

ab: inonths . You know., thio(~ just. is not 

the name of the ball game. And Ybe intial thought 

of it is to have soma.body there that. is not 

inv&l.'Ved in tl'\G local politic·. Well, \111.en you've 

got the Spea'kor of the California Hcuse aa the 

/ e}uurmM of your delcgationJ ;61are is 
1
nobody 

that 1 s not. involved in 1ocnl polities'· ilwre nre 
L' N.... .-;"-) 

t'hoae that are going to be against tllem· and 
~ 

)_ _. ~ ,( t;-/.r 
you re try~ to placnt,a t.he.'1'[\. That's something 

t.1'lat St.eve Smith can d~9~ut t.o have some fellow 
i,.t 'l· I I ...._,... 

t.:b..at•o a repreaentat.i'Va 6~ l'East Boston out. 
l 

trying to toll you how to run California. we • 1 

lont it last ti.me. I havG not one alight question 

· ·we lost. byt35,ooo votea0 e!eeybody t.hat didn't 

like Jess~ Unruh went t.o Bob Kennedyri~nd I'm 
.... 

tnl~ing abOut the Tom nradens and th~sa fellowa. 



They efjo to l3ob Kennedy <1 and they say, "Jess~ 

iG a mug(. ~MBmund <h )' Pat Brorm1 snya J:ess1 

i~ a mug. 11 The f irf1t. thing a poli t.icia.".1 learn.s 
• . /. G. . fs 71vt1:de a."ld ,..Cb!)~~:· If I have t.o deal 

with one £fllY/ \I •m in troUbl ; ao right off 
) ~ 

the bat you~5see Gtol."ie.s e.verfay in the press 

about Jessel Unruh is not well.JlikJriere, ho's 

not welJ.llilt~ there. Well, who hasn•t got. ally 

en~e • !?_tatl',,:t m~at,'kyou•d bet.tor depend on -- ) ) 

JesajYunrutJ, to do the job or you re just not 

going to go anywl'1ere. You•vc got to have one 

good atrong gu~and to have a couple nice 9'JYS 
) 

named Joe never does you any goOd., Well, thio 
~ 

is a constant ru.nntmig battle. When Je:ssw went 
he said,., 
'=="' . ') 

in t11ere~1tllis i~ bis prer.U.seG;'l: •m goii19 to ntn 

the ahow now.I.\ and I don• t wattt a bunch of nitwits 
) 

running out here/\and l don't want. yoti pla;tin~ with 
l 

rrty ene.:."1\ies booauee you' re just building them 

up{!and I intend to run ·t some poi.mt for public 
) 

office. I'm not. being ahy about it. ! don•t 

want you arountJ pl a yin~ wi tl1 rny onomios. " We 

ware able through .rack Comtny".\oqain/lto put 
) ) 
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-
together the one mak place Jeeee had had11had 

/~:t:ganized l~r .on the left.. On the 

right they bate him because they can• t 

t.he AUto Workers themael.vea and thej:t::r:\'J allie~ 
) 

the Retail ClaJ:'ks and these people are strong 

good, honest, tOUSJh unions.. Wel~ l?aul Sbbzt&lo 
) 

got on tlte slat.a. Joss1f and Paul Scllrad.e Joade 

been enemiea in 1960. They became pals. so \'m 

put. together that, Jess' has strong Mexican 
etxong 

leadership; the Auto Workers have veryl\Mexica.11--
l•v°"' • 
·- /l Chavez and these pefl.ple. Jeaa~ 'has strong 

'1-. T ' I 

I I 
_!!!lgro lead.srt!JhiP·• That• e hia baJ\.l:(Wick. And tho 

UAW ha.a st.rong-._.:t.hayw re in the same areas 

very, very atr~eo omi: they ~ot. t~th~ 
~ ) 

it was pretty gcx>dJT11en you got t.o keep Jess~ 
haP~.11\"lbioh means you talk. to hint eve1Y day 

) 

beaausa eve~ay anothot' 9\l'lr flew in from aoaton 

who told you how t.o run Co.1:1.forn!<Y.t wlU.ch 
' 

irritates a lot of f~llr.:rwa in p0l!ties. This 

ie the only thing that went wrong in cal.ifornia .. 
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Steve went. 0t.'t there on a full-time basis/J 
) 

sense., stove aawwhat the prvblem waa/\and 
) 

stave and I used to talk about. it• ry tinse 

Jess~ ""10Uld oall me11·~ call st.eve ~ y, 

11.Let' s plei.y t.ne game. Y® got to be Tith 

sorneborly. Jes.a¥ want.e t.o bQ t.Qld from the top. 

You•ro the cand~.dat~•s brot'her-in-la'W. :t•m his 

friend. But as long as he knows that aft.er it'.o 

all over~ou r..now he did ii::. that's t.ll lie wants. 
) 

He doetm, t want so.'41~ eiae condng inAemd he 
) 

doemi 11:. want his own organization ooing liisru'Pt.ed. 11 

~ . ~ I think we sorted that. orw ou~ and ;r 'WOUld ~tsve 

pla~ted a major, majo:c rol~ because he ciocs r..a~ 

that kind of a qtrulf;tyl\and t.hey ltno't-1 that stave 
J . 

doesn • t wont an.yt.hi.Dg •m~t the hell. d.oea Steve 

vml'lt? And Jess4 was willing to pl.ay al.0119"' tmd 
> 

Steve playec1 \ii.th Jeasc; and Jliacated him and 

mac1e him lmppy'\ and vlhen Joss• had n l~it.imate 
) . 17 

beefASteve ·would strai9liten it out, Then CortYiay 
) 

weht. out t.hare and ~pent two or t.hree -week~ and 
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co1~tay is thEl 'kW of guy that ta.'l{ea ord~rs 
a._ 
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from Jes¥. He doesn•t ha\te to be .t;he leader. '-·--, 
~)) 

"Jeas~~What do you want me to do, And that 
~ this time 

made Jess+ happy. So I t'b!?lkl'lwe strai9nt..aned 

tbe lines out pret.ty g~ ~Q 

lfhat about P<1ople Uto, rol~...,.. 
• I) 

out tMre and tyolmJ seige.nthaler. Are tl1ese 

pe()ple who upset Unruh or are tliese people 
~ 

who~rlting elos&ly enough under &nith 

so tl1at thQy dcm't create problems? 

l-1~iewiaz created problems bec::ause llS ta a local 

s~J# n\1.ZiSler O~i1 ~ c.reat~~ problems0 

and t.ha.n Fz-ed nu-tton ore~ted problemts 'because ----
th~~t'e Californianel'.\Md. theytee calling their 

) 

fi:'iend.$ to find out hoW things are 9oin~h Tllat 

e-nda up in tbe new~pap(lr in nbol.tt £i!tee.n minutes-;\ 
7 

'?bat t.'hey r~a.Uy don t t.ruflt. unrue the real 
~(I 

deal ie to p1a~~a guy} wit.h tha canilidate1 
~ ) 

and lw eal.J.ed a ~T· :_ tl'll)'this le what would 
I+- rn '5rn:-:tie.. 

i:ttrit.ste Jess'·~ innocent stuff,, John 
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Soigenthaler is mnart enough and has been 

oither1t.llat. he doesn't disrupt your ball grune. 

But Californians do disrupt. your ball game 

mainly because t.he}le'a ancient probler.ta1 I 

had a big at'9U!rtent., as a matter faot./.Vllld St.eve 
(}vv" ) 

S..idt:111as a _es}itlt of A convat"aationl\called 
) ) 

Mank e rl.az atld Dutt<:m and. rest of them in and 

all of the c:t'O\, .. d up there end aaiat "Look ~ 
-~anybody he~e kno~Ss Jes~ u:nruh1you're fired 

-; $fY' I> A '1 --<-t~ . 
oh t.lte apot·, 0 I/\ oailed 11st.evo&assaidt~s 

i o just what you'v~ got to ao1' that1 a all that's 

Kennady t.o willl'tl1$y shoul.d.n1 t be daying anyt.hinsJ 
) 

about. each ot.lier a.nyway., 'fhoy can say t.nat after 

he' e Prosident. of the United Stat.ns1t.hey !;:an 

kn.Ook ea.en ot.here brainn ou·te ~ut ~s &f :t"~9ht 

nt:fl.l you j .\tst 9'ot to lay the law down J\nybody 

that e knocl".ing anyOOdy working for Bob knro dy 

get.a firdd. 11 And he did. And tbat eat.isfied 
oe.ve\ 

J'GsG+,\ and we ~rhhad any problems after th t. 
) 

!). But11 for exa.rnpl() , they• to e11 a pU:ine going oot to 
) 

liforniaA and ~1ankiewio~ ti.nP. DUtton are telling 
) 
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what Jes~blems are. na i sn • t liked b)'t 

this guy, he isn't. liked blt that guy . Well, 

that became a column. l~ McGrory wrote it 

the next. day_. well., I lia~ned to have a guy 

oh t~ plru1e that he~ the conversat..io~so 
) 

that.' e .fhat nut ton was about.. :t cal.led and 

end l kna..; they don•t roean ityibut if tbey~ 
) 

"10:rki.t19 for Boll Kenn~ tr-.ey ought to shut 
\;:;: ) 

theh damn oouth£i, ;.te're 9oin9 t.Q li~ or die )\ 
1- "'\~1>-. c:, ~\d· i:D i-~+- We\ lL-\.t 0 

with Jeese tJru:uh in Califot"n'ia,.., ~~r that it 
) 

was no problem. 

Going bad: to fha pel."iod t·lhen you ~:re t.al.,.,...ing 

~ about wnat. ~ t:o go i~fan you 

rem~r connidering Ohi.o or Pennsylvania at all/\ 
~ 

get.ting in tho~e preference primaries? 

~ 
No. They made no sonse I'\ 7be:y didn • t get. you a.ny 

dele9ates in the fi~st place. I think Pennsylvania 

was closed . Ohi.o had such a pd.ma:r.y !fituation 

that you just coUldn•t do it .• We hnd not t.l\e time 
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or any poasibilities. We discussed one state~ 
l 

!!ew Jersey/\ ~1hich there waa a posaibilit.y of ... ) 

filihg slat.es of delegat.es1.1 and they have a 
) 

tat~ide prefe~cnc~but it's not bin<liti91 

und Ted :Kennedy wanted to do it .bett."la.S viole.ntly 

against it .• We didn"t do it. Mccarthy filed 

some ~lni!es and won SOlil.o. del.e9at.ea. None of the 

big u"ttiites-J3a just hung our hat on Cal.ifornia. 

Had you done any chedking with any of the 

political people in N~w Je.rsey,AQ'ohn jj !J ttayor J 
~ ') 

Kel'lt.11\J or any Of t.hem"'d.c .. m t.l're line? 

! oho<;!ked \nth ail of them .. I s:Pent three or 

four days with the Govorrtor @chard J. H 1gM§)~ 
) 

and I eaw 1t' K~y upon half a doz~n occasions 

and~ Wil.ent:z: I a~nt a. lot of 

ti.no in New Jeroey. we ltnd ail a.gre:e1~nt with 

:nm in the prm.ary/\wbicl1 they apPretdnted vort 
) 

mm::lv\ and ae"ondl.y, that WG would help tncm in ) . er 
some places they wore running ~artey 
daJ.Qgates that \~d peoplf!I in thez-e~-which 

we did!\ we hrui a lot of people in t~ew Jors~ -
) 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
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Ct~~~ 
/J that \tie' d be p.r~pued to sugg-e.st. tli.at. t'My 

st.ipport tho or9W.2ation candidllt~~d \ ·10 J d . 
) 

take our cll~ees with them when the dhips 

oe¢1te down. And in the (jmti.l ag:r:eement. with 

the GOvernor , ~~~grateful. the aovemor 

said t.'ha·t.;•lUJ soon as the California prbt.ary 

!a over 1' I am calling meet;l:ng of au of 

t.ba Ci~egation all<l BoDby c:m c.ome in and 

a.dtlres~ them. 'I'lley oa.n COT$ out ~re to the 

Mai~sion mld. stay as long as you. want. .. :CJll\ ® 

'\... • i! . c~~v..J . 
b~- SM'.e thing .i..<:>r ~hr~'hUt 'ha11 gete fl.re.t 

. ) /I 

crac.rt at thsm, u \! e ·would 'ha'\/ · got Ne Jer:aay o 

What aDout. Pennsyl vonia'? I l~now you tal~ed to 

~amea a. J~ Tate and @Osep11 r9 Ban:~ 
a.~c\ ~J "'~~ y...'\ ~-~'- a. ... J _.v.--J..~1.\hc~, C! 

Well, we had a bell of a fight. in t>ennsyl.vani~ 0 

I talked tQ Tate t'h~ day after Johnson withdrew. 

Tate t:ma mad at l\Qb ~nneay ru1.d Ted f·~edy 

be.co.use When he was run..'l.j.ng for MQyorl.the as'ked 
) 
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[page 106] 
Kennedys said, "He's going to get licked, so therefore ... " Now 
Tate told me this himself. He and I are great friends. He said, 
"That's the last thing in the world when a guy says, 'I'm not 
going to go in there. He's going to get licked.' I wouldn't have 
been asking if I was going to win, I was like that and that's 
why I needed him. I don't need him if I'm going to win. I 
wouldn't have called. That's not the way his brother used to do 
it." And then he had labor problems, Tate. Tate is a very 
particular fellow anyway. The day Bobby was up there-I went up 
to see Tate before Bobby came up to speak-and he couldn't have 
been friendlier. I have not made any commitments. I'm committed 
to Johnson and Johnson withdrew. And he said, "I don't have a 
commitment now." As a matter of fact, he placed the call to Matt 
Mccloskey in his office, and I talked to Matt on the phone, and 
Matt said, "I don't think Bobby had any trouble now. We're all 
set." He ended up voting 



-107-

for Humphrey, I might add. I talked to Joe Barr, 

and Joe Barr said, "I have a commitment to Johnson, 

firm. I wouldn't break it under any circumstances 

whatsoever." 

When I talked 

Now Johns~ was then a candidate • 
.. /"'~-~- ,;,_/ \. 

to~hnson was a candidate, 

_p"ano he Said, "I'm uncomrni tted. I have made no --- _,._ <..._.,/ 

decision whatsoever. You know where my sympathies 

lie, but I got problems." So I talked to all of 

them in Pennsylvania. fl-Then the Humphrey people 

made a decision that they had to lock up . We 

were making serious inroads in these delegations, 

and they were frightened stiff because they think 

we have some magical solution, which is a lot of 

malarkey, that Bobby was going to win the prd>-

maries. All I ever said to these guys, I said, 

"Look, I don't want any commitments from you 

because if Bobby gets beaten, I don't want you to 

be for him. You're not going to be for him. I 

don't want you to be in a position where you've 

got to break a commitment to me. At the end of 

the California primary, I'm going to come back0 



and t~ ~·andidat.e ' s coming ba.~~d 
...l J"?'>." 

tl'!en ~..,e•xe- -going to ask you for a conmitmemt.A 
. ~ \ 

but ilQt until afte: tl:te pr.imc."U:'Y is over. 

All. we nek of you ie don't. 9ot ~t.t.ed to 

any}X)dy that. you• re goiJ1S t.o have to break 

of all \1?1rU!s wi-th that. li~ of l:'Gasoning ~ 
~~ 

Mump~ey saw tha~t.oo . SO they decided ~ 

gOt to ora~ thi..e dO!nmit.'llGnt t'h.i.n9 wide Opel\::;? 

.J!O t.11.at ~ooipitated tr..a aranl1 program in -
Penn.r:;yl~.i,a,, ~ 't·tae the ohi~:C :nK:JVe.r in this 

..,-'T 
for t~l -~.! oaUea a 0'1U1'l.'1~1 I was tipped -
off at. e11er.y s!n9le move they made because too 

~i~ o:e the Ohio ate ~t.tce wa» for 

us., Pd.te o'Grad~ and Pete h~a UnJ::s int.o the 

Pe:nnsyl'Va.nia delegates., sp tnlmew every ov-e 

tli.0y \·Jer(! t!lZlking in Pennsyl.vani~d l bud the 

sifnal '"h~n they had the ai.gnal .. This ia w11w:-u 

they' re foing to nwke thQ!r move So w~ had about 

tan ·gUya work!gg in Penneyl\teru.9'aen &irl..th, 

Jim &'mit.h .. D· :ve MaZ""Ol'l(:., ~lie Glynn. we had 

Cone a lot of wo..rk with them on an individual 
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basi'j)!°e talked to all the delegates so 

that when the crunch oa:me. • • • Teddy 

talked to every one of them. Teddy went up 

to speak at their meet.ing at the Democratic 

St.ate Committee. Their posit.ion waS'-.....--~ 
---... 

was standing around bhen--..._their posit.ion 

waa that i't didn't menn anything. Now we were 

taking a J?!Jichologiual gambit on the thi~ 

number on~ou got the Presiden't(b !°u' ve got 

George Mean*'and you've got the Steel Workers 

in l?ennaylvani~~hey•ve got Joe Barr right 

by the ear and Joe is in tears. He did not 

want to make a commitment. Tate was impossible. 

one~ g~~his l:)acJ~ u~~ou can• t. move him 

anywa~and he saw a chance to embakaas Bill 

Gree~f you want roy opinio~aause Bill was 
~ 

going to be the only delegate for Kennedy / 'we 

went up ther~d l got Joe Bar~and Joe Barr 

and Teddy and I sat d~ lhen I sat down -
with Joe and bis wit!e and mysel~nd we ~ 

all night lon~d ! couldn't shake him, ~ just 
\\ 

kept say in~ ~t.' s not a oornrni t.ment. We ' re just. 



saying as of right. n~-b~nd be saiiL.
1 ~hat's 

:.>~ 
I/ 

what. I'm going t¢ say. I ea.id, 11Tha.t • e 

What l •m going t() ~Y that you said ~o m~~ 
.t 11 

"lAs o£ right. n<:JW,~ Be said, 11That•s all x•m 

saying4.Jls of :right ~tllia is What. the 

dele<Jat.ion woUld d~~t it isn•t rigbt nmt;J 

_!l'ld ti$ of californi~we may change our mind -
and go somewhere ~~se~you go! s-y.y that.ll 

our line com!~;~~ ·was awful: Jesus 

~..,_,..., roughf He p!!aot.ieally pUnched Milton 
I U\11 l:::::::::J ~..f 

$i#hap~and I'm st.andingAther-e~nd he ~uldn't 

speak t.o W) and. I, ve knQ\m hlJn for a long--
a 

he wouldn't .speak to me• Al Barkan •was running 

away from me but they really gav~ it to these 
rlaW~7 

gt.tyS/ ~I\ Bob ttsay, Teddy talked to SOb case~, Ee 

1-iad gone up aftd spoken for Bob case~ and l got. 

so.."ne contributions for Bab Casey when he waP 

running for y/over,nor last time. F~st he said 

ye~nd then ~ called him and said, 0 You ~ve:r 

want. t.o run for ~ernor in l?ennaylvani~ naJ,; 
7'..;i'!I!( .:i 

you•d batter vote for Humphrey. You oan turn 

around and vote for Kennedy in suwust if you 
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wanjj\but as of right now~ou•re going to 

vote for Humphrey or you're throUg'h.nlHe told 
~. 

Milt S~happ while I was standing the~e, "You'll 
~ p-rt,-:.-..{.. 

never run for office in tr.is eta1D
11
as long 

l,J~ 'I 
as you live. 11 ~ we were just;. saying, "Vote 

unoommiS~ t'1~ we got the Mc!Carthy peopl~ 
and we formed an allia.noe wit.h t.he Mccarthy 

people. They were damn good peopl~and we 

put them in td>ght together. V cry interesting 

point. We 're going into the meeting. We had a 
a~ ~00 1 clock 

meeting that morning with -- .McCarthy had tJ 
~ ~~ r ~C--R e 

about. seventeen or eighteen delegates~ 

This is Edward Kennedy and yourself . 

No , he ·was not there then. He'd gone back to 

Weshin:gton,, '?he nig1'1t before he• d talked to th~ 

and this day he was calli~ut they're now 

going into caucu~and ,,.re had the McCarthy people 

there with u~d we said, "Look i~you guys 

can t.ake the 'leadership. we don•t care what 

you d9 but don't vote for McCt'..r:tlw-:-. just vote 
:.:> .Ji.:) -- ,,) 

- ~ 
uncommitted. We know !mutre McCarthy people{) 



// z_ 

,,--~ L 
~ust join.9t"ogether with our gro 

JI 

!Pd -
what few we ha~hich were not very many~ 

were prepared to 90 along with us .. They were 

very reasonable.bmlep were an aw.fUl good group 

of guy~ and we got them all lined u~! 

walked out the doo~a.nd I was standing in the 

emrridor about 'hbehour before the meeting~d 

re had a joi.nt press conference nqtUl~ 

mm a.nd said , 0 I have to talk to you for a 

minut.e. I got t.o renege on the promise.ii~ bad 

.. ~"4-r~ just gotten a call from ~om Finnef A..._wht:J had 

gotten a call from Gene Mccarthy who had qOtt.en 

a call from C1nr~ Clifford. ? gather~ is 

aequ~nce of it~ta:ech always ptoved to me that 

Tom E'i.nney was \4'0r1dng £or Lyndon Jonnson <.md 
. ~ 

not. against Booby .Kennedy as everyCHK\. lse waa. 

I talked him out of it anyway. He wae almos-t 



f 
I 

I 
I 

call from as far as he knew. He cleal"ly told 

him it was from Gene McCarth~1 and they were 
v:::;. 

all upse~o finally it reached the point. 

wh~re he cOUld.n•t get all his guys to go 

alo.Q9 with ~o he dedided he 1 d better go 

along with U$J\and they didn"t dio it anyway. 

BUt that was the clearest signal th.at we had 

right off the bat. of what Tom Finney was doing, 
~~ 

So anyaay t.b:ey \'letnt in~h~e hnd a hail of ~ 

t.ime with th~ they rt4"!11.'ll6d it through 

an.yway. BUt actually th~y ditbt"t do v-ery \tell 

because a lot of 9\lY·S stayed hom ~.i you ndded 

~thing u~but the pr~ss was very bad.~ -
psy~.oldlgianl thing was they were tryi~ to 9et 

tho unit rul~hich we d~feat.ed~ '.!"he fo¢t is you 

couldn't. have i~ illegal under Pennsylvania 

la\'k bUt none of the re-porters knew that. 'l'hat' s 
~~ . 

~hat I tolGl tb~1'we won a 9rea:.j/vfo·1;.ory because 
-..-??~ w 

we defeated the unit. r\llell .Jthey tried to impose 

~on th· 1 ~nd. they all buy it.~ hey don!t bOther. __ _ 
- ~o 

to oheck the constitution. Only about ~ or 
(c;.O ~ 
~ pe

7
cent of the delegates even ehO\ied up. 



j / lf 

Most of them were scared. Th$y•a likQ t.o ba 

for Kennedy.Abut they' re not. about to. • • • 
.ff ~, 

All the delegates I talked to w~re turning 

the same thi~I said, "What good ia it to you. 

You're. just crazy .. You're going to get us mad .. 

You• re going to be for u.e in Augugt, an-y\"lay 

b:ecaitse Bobby's going to win o.ll the pritnariee. 

Why go throughfthis ~outine now. ''Z_Y thought 

about that through the evening~~ in the 

morning tl1ey all had the story all lined up_z:; 

&oseph J_;j Joe-Joe liawler nnd all. these old 

Kennedy guys say, 0 LOOkiit, Kenny, you•r~ 

absolutely right. It doesn't mean a god~n . P . 
.....V""' p~ 

thing. we .. re just going to go i.n there ane 3:t • s 
/.\ l~.) 

fakoi)fe ·t11 qiv~ them a vote toda~ in 

August it'll ba a di£farent ball game. You're 

absolutely X"i9ht.1'.this roeans nbthing *" It didh • t 

mean a.nyt.hiu~but it did 9ive them a good story 
I , r ' 

in the newspaper . Tl1ey c~ out of that with~...,._.-....­

Bobby was all upaet about. i~id, "Well! 

get them back. we ll get. them baak if you win 
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4<-..._, 
in California cause they only want to win-:» 

9: 
and nobody think& Bubert. can win." 13ut anyway~ 

now they st.art the same thinc.J in Oh!~ '~ 

movsl{ir<rl:. in Ohio. we eaU(ltlscd th"1 delegation. 

Wa had sane pretty good strenghh in Ohio. 

we had the Auto Worke~ .;!ou s~e~there • efao 

Auto Workers in J?onnsylvani~hat•s w""here they 

k:i.lled us bacauee the Steel workern can 'Kill 

wu~~y l!'\1n the AFL-CIO~ 
om Aut~ \'mkeu~ loe~and W$ 

there's ¢nly 

Worke:t~and. t.ne AUto Worl"ers got a lot of members 
_/tAJYl. 

in the Ohio are~ ;o we ~ calJ..cd a ll'.ee.it.itl9 

down in Col\tttlbUG tbttt BObby came to. After 

t'ennsylvani~l snid, 11 11 ll be £ranJ< with you. 

There's no bet.tar friends I've got than 
~~ 

Joe Barr an~ :t arm't mo-ve tllem. You know the fact 

is they don't e;ln ~ you. They never mat you 

in tlwir li£ and/ all the stu£f aboUt th~ 
ruthla.s~ arrogant. Bobby Kennedy wl10 is a great 

Dento~rat.io lC:)aaer ar1a \..rho Whipped people araund_ ...... 



fell~~but x•m not going to be President and 

Teddy's not qoing to be President. Yoilie 

going to he P-realde~nd there'c no substitute 

for you meeting them. ?tow we can wa.i t a li tt.le 

·1hil ~ bUt Ohio 111e must stop right now. The 

~lew Jersoy people are starting to !fhat~and 

they'ra nll l"elated to one anotlter and they 

slip across thOse bOrders t09et.het" p:t'et.t.y 9oocl. 11 

Jrso -:e aet. up a ~eting in Colu...'11\bus that he flew 

ht\ve oalled b1m ninet.e~n t:J.ntes. l said, "Sobby, 

I Jr;.now you• re get.ting gr at (tt:O\>td~and I don t t 

l"'JW\17 11ow JLJany ti.me~ I •vo tried t.o impress on you 

be99ing them to vote for you. They don't. oare 

how many oratrds you 9~t. Tlley want to lmO\t! ~~t. 
you can win the el(;:Jction. a.nd what kind of a 

gu-2 you ar~and as of right no.·b-.. they_ don•t l~e 

yo and don• t be late because they tldnk tlley' re -
>.King for a t>a:y~ 1}.CJt-1 fo~ ..gpd' s sake al.·rive on 

time-. 11 And I c.al.led Dutton tw: nt.y ... five times. 
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Well, we have the meeting down in Columbus~ 

and I tEllked to Bobby the day before again, 

0 I>leaae get here on time if you have to cancel 

anything else in ·the \'30rld. You' re talking 
~ ~1 • 

to ORe hundredAforty.....five dele9ntes." so 

the meetin~nd t~~~ a litt1 drinking going 

on at the meati~and. I get up and gcive a 

speo~d Bobby's arrived right on time, He's -
proud as a peacock-. He cal.led up and said, "I'm 

aat ther~~nd '"'~ .sat. ther~and the delegates­

! hnv@ t.o shut the bar off three timeo because 

I fi-gure by the ti.Ba he gets here they're all 
)1 ,l""~ 

going to bO clru~ and we·~· \*TaSted oW: time () 

and they•re getting madder by the ndnuta. 

i:t they stayed~·thi ch is a v;;;yf. very interesti9 

sign. I made seven speeches. I don•t know 

~that I aaid ye~but ! kept going up every five 
i? 

m inutes A anG- say, "He~ ll be here in a. few minute~ 

and let me tell you a story about the time we 
~-u.... 

wen·t to l?ari~ l don't l<now what ~ sa.i~ but they 



preet.y good. And he arrived. They're sullen 
•·. 

but ot mutinous, so be finally got in thel;~. 
[f.J ~.;/. itJJ e.. b 

He got this fantaJ>tic crowd. ~ Porter, ~..r JJ"'~ 

t.he ~ from Clevolan~ with trl.m~nd 

he said, 0 :r•ve uever se~n anytldng like it in 

my life.. They al.most all got killed." 

This is the motorcade. Bc*d come in in t.he 

Yoah, and they ~ame throught the blncK section 

of t¢~ and I 9"Uesa it was a<.'mtethin9 else. You 

eoiild hear ~.nt M.fo~ an 'hour,. nut ~y, they• re 

mad but not- tliey kint1 of li"ke big crowd.a too. 

!t nad. a l.i ttle draw for tha:r.!t. so he eame iti ~ 
nobodt J.-..nows llim .. T'h.ey don't. l!..now Bobby Ke~dy~ 

_Ji ~ neve~ rnet .tiobey Kenn~dy in their wl ole lifer\ 

,.,.n1e GoVernor might ~1 h~clld the Senator 

\ \ 

raight. kna..r h~~u.t tltGy all l\new J'aok Kennedy. 

Ha shook hands with every one of them fi~een 

~his is part of why t.hey•re mad. So 

he got. up ·to opeak and ho gave tl1em my Un ~ 

I'm not here to get a OO."ltrnitment from you. '1 



I 

I 

I 

And I didn't tell him either--! never said 

one word to him, He ma.de the best damn speech 

('}/'A" 

bitten, t.ough t1 

- - ""--

rrrt life to delegates~ hard­

J guys A-.u;d they were eo taken 

aback that he didn't eome on stl."png and that they 
~"--4 . ~ 

heard all this bad reputatio~ ere•s this nioe-

looking young fellow gets up and says, "I.;r;x;~if 

I were you fellO\~*d be doing just What you're 

doing. I'd stay unconnni ed • .8ob Kennedy may go 
~ 

out to California and get murderedJ(and l ~ 

want your vote. !f I can• t be elected Presid¢nt 

of the United State~ don•t want you to vote 

for ~and if l aan•t win in Californi~ can't 

be elected President O·f the ~t~, All 

I'm here for is just to ask you ./iease wait 

and qive me a ohance t.o talk to each one of you 

individually and tell you what t•m going to do 

if I'm President and t11e things I want to deo 

I 'in and. organization guy regardless of ·what you•ve 

been reading in the paper. 11 And they loved it1 

r 
they loved it. He changed that. So now we had 



each deiegation meet in a se~ate ro~ 

count.~nd he spoke individually tO every one 
J '1 

of them. They stayed til.l three or ~ o'cloc'.k 

in t.he root~and nobody left.. '!'hey wera 

waiting around. He'd go in one room for fifteen­

t.hat 's when I knew he was hom~'d wait -
aroun'l and. wait aro d they we.r~n't complaining. 

They complain nbout what day today is usually. 

They staye~and he talked to t. and he di<l a 
~ ..; ./.. 

hell of a job ~h them.. !ndividuall~~ 
-"..-t.~.d.. 

handslfevery ~e of them and diooussed th issu a 

with them and t.he laoor stuff \l/i th them. They 

asked questio~and l1e rns as patient. a.a.. • .. .. 

fr And the ne"t :morning we had break£ast with the 
t,...n'(4. ~ ..) 

11nd tliere f\ no questionti jhere' d be no COmmi tment 

from the o~~ do egation, Of C(nttS..Abe E 
. I CA ·~'<e) 

Ohio that t.hay were all concerned a.bout 1 •6et;"'ll:t4J~ • 
\ 

~ i so the next morning I 9ot the c:tuithnan of t.l\e 
(~~p~~I M 

11 ~~g~pg;:;tar tilf1ostj a tough guy but.I\ a pret.t.y 

good friend of min and he and Bdbby ant down/\ 
!;..) ~\ 

and he commi~d hilnself to Bobby right then and 



1 ;)., 1 

ther :\>Jhich mea.rr.t they can• t have any cauou 
:t7L i ~ ,J_ _ [,) 

):fe ·will not go for a caueu~nd the ynainnan 

of the St.ate Committee won•t. go for a cuucuft? 

soAthereforeAthere is no caucus. aut he did 
,. 0 , .;.) " 

a really beautiful political job. He'd come 

so far I couldn • ·r. beUeve my eyes. 

come .so far from when? 

r;,?,~ _, ..... LJ ~t\. 
O'DONNELL: ! 'd seen ~as a politiciaJ\!) . 

F.ACKNAf1: 'l"in contrast to his performance in '60 is great. 

o •DONNELL t He was his brother. He was as loose as a goose . 

He knew just What t.bey \-:anted to hear and he 

acted like he loved bei11g there. Bobby had 

always ooe;i impatie~'he ,couJ.dnlt g~ut. fa~:t. 
!+J... ~ /.,,,,, .,..),,ft/ 4 ~1. J .1./f ~ct. ... ,z '1'._a> l ~ 

enough to go somewhere else ~ 1}hey t.bink yott 

don t t want to stay and haw;;J around with t.hem-..-

who do you think you ax-e? The Ks~dys are 
:i).. I 

wealthy and rich pewerful peopl~ o 9oin9 

to aaw ... "He• s an arrog&nt snob~,!) They aon•t care 
~~ . 

whet.her K!Ul O • ~l stay~ lhey 
1~ust as soon 

get rid of you because they want to go som~laco.(J) 

but they care whether a Kennedy stay and he 
~ ~ 
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sensed !~and he just played it beautifully. 

~ went to breakfast t.he next morn!~d 

he sat a .round and chatted and signed 

autographs. The ·women just. went ~~ aver 

him~he women <ielegates. They we~e unanil>JOU~ 

all the old ptK>s were ju&t. t~e.n aba~\nat 

was not Bobf Kennedy~ ~t. ls not the ~uy they 

read abou~tbis arrogant ruthless fellO"l1. 

ft.a wasn1 t arrogant.. All. t;.hey ~ept $a.yJ.ng-

"l:le• s just me JaciLJ He turned tbem ttll 

a.roun~Atlch is what lle woUld bave done \<lith 

the rest of these ..... These .fellc:MS didn't 

know him and had not niet h~d they even 

thought they had met him because t'lley read so 

nuch about it in the paper a.bout hOw he lros 

a great political orqanize:r; .. 'l'hay almost think 

they had met. hi~/rfi.at he was a no-gOOd ~and 
.-J..1.1 ""· <J ..... ~~--
nm~ tl1ey find he is just like Jack I<ennedy. 

77 Tiw next. morning he sat. ~own~~ 9 Bert: 
~' i.-..rl.,.,.,.!c 

Porte~and Bert Port.er~ col~ough~en-p~---. 

.Gays, "Groot! everything• a \·X>nderfull. n He 



--
! 

al:x>ut the CX"0\'1ds he aai~ ".:t]le crowds influence 

the~ .!JI.~ I said , 11They do /o~: ~ey don• t 

influence them at the pric~ou t:.hirik 
-::::: 

Dick Daley 'WOU:ld sit around and wait. for 

you whiJ.e you get on ®W'f th a few crowus? 

You're just in a tot.ally different ball game., 

! ®n•t oar$ \that you d.o in oregon or Indiana-)\ 

but. when you 1 re deal~~ with these guy~they 

think they're prett..:y important fellows~ 

it just so 'happens thnt they were p.rapared t.o 

stay overnight tonight because we had a 

bre~kfast for th~ ~e. .next morn!n~~t if 

they had no~if they were going 'home"1 I mean-1\ 

you live in clevelan~oo oan•t be b®ging around 
. __? 1 

Columbus till~~ or~ o''oloak in the 

x:nor.ilng, You• re going t.o get li'.illed on the 

ft highways." so l final1y g~t thro~'htto him. 

Dutton was t.her~and Fr~ ;;;,;;;-;;" I can't. talk 

1-U.m out of it.. You• re the only one that o.an 

talk him out of it. 11 He loved thQ crowd~arA 



O'DON!rel.Le 

I tlunk for the first time Bobby was 

becoming his own guy. TheGe vt-0\'r'ds C<Utte to 

·~ aee Bob ~nnady not Jack Kennedy 1 a brot.her0. 

and they did eomething to ~as t.hey do to 

any candidate. They exhilarated ~ _s a-1\ 

therefor~e wanted to do i'\:s\but the fact is 

in t.his league he .can• t do it. The ::.._onvention • s 

the . conventio~"Uld after t'hat you've got the 

other. 

YOl..l said he was talldng t.o the.Se people both 

in Pennayltvania and Ohio when he was t:ryi:ng 
-J...-

. k . \ \ 
to keep them w1comm.i t'jed saying tik'lt '!' 11 be 

I/ 
back if ! win Cal.ifornia.- Was he saying mpenly 

t.hat. he''d have to win all t.he primaries? ~w 

Oregon didntt ur.glue ntUoh, no, no. Be didn't 

say all the primarias. I think he tbk\ght 

he was going to win all t.he primaries. I 

thought he was going to win all the primaries 

But I think the average ~uy that. !'m t..a~:!.ng 

about doesn't raally look at Oregon .as much 

of a bcllw~t'hc:y~~ lool~o at. California 



l 

I 
f 

which has got an e~'mio mix nnt1 a labor~ 

industri'l ~and it's ~ of like l)im. 

California meant something to him. Indiana 

meant a lHrtle bit t.o him but not a lot because 

lle doesn • t construe Indiana as being the 

Uni t.ed Stat.eD of J..;meric~d moat of your 

primarie~fo.rtunatel~~re run in places 

that •••• Now Nebraska impressed them 

beca\u:~e they say, "Wellb._t'hat • s · rot.est.ant 

not lbbo • ~erofor~1\1n the fr.u;m belt Sobby 

Kennady doe; """l\.eu." It :l.mprees~s them 

mo.re than it ol;lght to. soutn Dakota 'WOUld 
Ju:\ 

impress them cause they say, "~:rell~c can 

win not juat with the big Catholic labor unionf> 

anQ blaoks. He's winning out there where 

they' re 99 +nt \lhi t"" ).Mrefor~<i' s got 

a pull tb(!ra." !f he won big in california0.. 
r 

it. s<it of put it t.ogethe:c. He's a strong 

ce.ndida.t.e. 

Early in Ohio there wae quite a bit of open 
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O'DONNELL: 

and then backed off. Can you remember how that 
came about? And Michael V. DiSalle. Was the 
Young thing important when he backed off, I 
believe after he made a commitment. 

No. The fact of the matter is that the Young 
thing really was over John Glenn. Steve is a very 
difficult fellow at best, and I think he thinks 
he got himself in there too fast. I talked to him 
after that. Teddy talked to him after that. He 
didn't mean anything, and he doesn't mean 
anything, in the complex of Ohio politics. But I 
gather John Glenn had gone in there to make a 
speech, and Steve saw him, then he remembered 
back, and he thought the Kennedys were supporting 
John Glenn against him last time, so he got mad 
and decided he'd change his mind. He didn't 
affect the ... We held Ohio pretty well together. 
I'd say if they had sat down, we'd probably split 
the delegation. We didn't have 

[continued on page 128] 
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Young. so then I have t.o go in and patch 
. ,,,.,-:-. 

up the fight he had bett•teen the- becauoe 

r-~ ; V Bo};>by was really ju.st going in to see 
:.... '~ · ,, "' .; IVH w v. .,JG) 

I\ Tom Vtrl<?J ~~1hil.e you• re ther~e guys 

mee'b._~ tlley otarted a hec:k of a fight. 

It took us t\'JO weolrn to get thnt eue 

straightened out.. BUt. Mike,, you kn0\'1; you 

go out to the Governpr's con.ferenc~or 

eltantpl~·rel. Mi.1<e DiSalf:e is a help. 

J\ll govei'"Jlors like each other and all cctot the 

oame proble!iJ.j\and be's got a title better thnn 

rt? ::J and Mike mid I t.ogetl}er go pretty good 

Ho co.n get. me into a lot o;E placas 1 can't 
---... ~_..,, 

get in. I can do some t'.hing 11~~ 

get ther~t. he•s veey widol.y 1:0spe(lted by 

o·ther i:;overnor~£_nd if youJve held palitioal 

off i~eople 1'1110 hold it and ure itl1lolv~d in 

it rathor admire you. Back homa you mi9ht be 

a paria~ut out. in st.. Lt.:\ais pretty 9ood 

stuff. 



ID\CI-OWl: 

J -z_ "'/ 
I 

/ ,,- --. 
-:d-

rraat aboUt this guy Howarq1 Metzenllaiun:., 
v..r'!.A--

wbo~getting a lot of publicity at the time 

as ~n enrly l(enrtedy guy" Pia you apend lnUdb 

time "iit.h him? 

like ·to havo wi tll yo:u becauso l1e • s got a li t.t.le 

str.~h~-lt for evaf"'ff guy he w~he loses 

t.hrE;e of theltl. So uou just got. to keep Howard 

dampened dO'IA1h NC111 f!~ wotUd call Ted 
~4° 

soronsen at tha A~ oi:tt a ha :,:) ao I used t.o 

leave him with Ted SO>:"e~~ 'tyou 'keep y01-Jr 

~1.."liceitio~and ;t*ll stay wit11 t.hQ pros." 

Well, he thought I didn't like ~and :r 

finally got him straightened out. Howard, you 

can•:c keep 'him quie~l,le gets in that paper 

and h~ just.. • , , sUt yoti haV'f.t a rnillio11 

aelf~announ~ed leadei:::~ ancl afeer::i'i!Whilc they 

<-lon' t. pay any attentioi~ ~ 



0 I DO!JNELL: 

What about lir_ohn J;J Gilligan and the people 

around ht.m. Much cooperation ther~? 

011, yeah~ but they had their own fight and tm 

n matter of fa~ill!gan in this kind of a 

could for us. 

( 
I 
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