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HACKMAN;

Oral History Interview
with

KENNETH P. O'DONNELL
April 3, 1969
Boston, Massachusetts

By Larry S, Hackman

g
Well, I know that in late 3887 you were
§ir i £ oMa)

at that @get;ng inASalinger'érsuite in
Naw”?or@%fﬁﬁthewff?ﬁncy Hotel, this was
October scmetima.}:ﬁhat I want to do is

go back from there and find out what kind
of conversations you had with Robert Kennedy
earlier that year and even during the whole
3984298 period shoat what Bis pediddeel

—

future was and what he was thinking abouts, # |



)ﬁwm he started to consider the possibility

of running in '68.

0/ DONNELL : Wellsdo you want to start it in '64 or
)

How do you want to do it? Go backwards?
¥ Tl

HACKMAN:'VI " Just get a general discussion of ¢hardirection

€ @
he was moving inpsay from 1964-1968.but not
’ ' t

N

Iy Lby. s (]

that much detaii;\Prinarily concentrate

on 19674 = 9.7 @

O"DONNELL:  Let me start in '64 “cause I think it's

probably easier from my viewpoint. The

)Wice/Presidential thing we just wipe outﬁ\

and we start when he is elected to the

United States Senateaand I think he felt
//

at that time?yithout questioq{that Lyndon

Johnson was going to be very strong and
)

I don't think the/?;;aidency entered his

mind in '64. He was learning how to be a
()/ wj‘; 4 [
Senator, (Coming from a statephe wasn't

terribly familar with and trying to get
\’( \ B whgg _/’

together and settled with)the political

situation was up there. The conversations



I had with him in '65 and running into '66
were more my thoughts and judé;ﬁsnt on the
people I'd known in the New York political
area. Whetheyr Frank O'Connor was goiqg to
run for Governoﬁi%%hat he ought to do.«éﬁ%p
he got involved in the Sam Silverman, Judge
';ilvermanfgituation and was being pressured
very strongly that he ought to dove in and
take over the organizatiencwhich he had

inclinations n?t to want to do.kﬁz/think he

ok
began-éfh@hhaaAsame differences of opinion

By

N Y ;
"L§quietnaQ5iiﬁaheen against Vietnam since '6l, .4

vocifercuslg}and we had a lot of arguments.

As he had moved more progressively into this

v ‘
e ts Do)
b

o

field with General) Tayldr and others.he was
7

conwerned. but he hadn't really, . . . By'65
J

he'd made it a rathercé@eznr that he just

couldn't see the wag?@he prioritiesqgnd that .. «—
NSRS \

the position he was;g£§§9§3iiz’to adopt.

He was feeling his wagpﬁoofbut he was always
concerned that it looked like it was a persopal
vendetta with he_and Lyndon Johnson which

didn't help anybody. I think he bent over



backwards to try to give the President
whatever benefit there was. We used to
1%
talk maybe once a week. He was never a
n

great Senate man,and be had become I think
in the/bivil y&ghts area-;ﬁthis was veally

b
a part of himﬁ? whereas, prior to that.he

) ! '
waq?ge President Kennedy was rather objective

about what the problems were and how you'd

2

Yol
get there and there were other thingsﬂzfrhapa
had some priority in his thinkin§f7ig§f§zs

M,
he had begunfté focus in on what he thought

\
were the two great things disturbing the
United Stateegana one was poverty and the
blacks¢and the other was the war in Vietnam,
' Johnson started to fade terribly in ‘Gﬁﬁgs
J
you recollect afd Bobby I think got interested.
%ﬁ 1%
¥ .
around 66\:§Ef§?€n facsf\/éomebody had
to do sommthing about it and that the
President was doing a rather poor jdh§in his
~

judgpment, and he began to campaign in '66
around the countryyand the polls started to

show he was much more popular than Johnson.



Well,)\that began to start him thinking now.
that he might possibly be a candidate in '68
or that possibly he had an obligation to be

a candidate in '68. When we were defeated

as badly as we were in '66 as Democrats — —
and the Preaiaant<~1 thought,\handled it terribly
badly in cance),;ng out all hia engagements

A~ 224
at the end 'ﬁha he'd been over in Manil}wg\

Jfhat's when he atarted to deteriorate/)d.n

my judg;x\rent. I think at the end of the '66
elaction that Bobby pre&ty much had thought
that he might run in '68, In 'G’Jf\as he came
into focus a little stronger,:his popularity
started to diminish,\too,yhich he has said
publicly I think. As @ peple began to think
he might run,\those who were against Lyndon

J/é‘nnson but maybe not for Robert Kennedy
g

<
.started A shiftsas they always do. ' But by '67

......

and coming up late in the year of '67, %e

I~
talked rather regularlzjlaa wasg ver}/\ isturbed
about it/\and the thing that disturbed him

most of all was the misinterpretation(of’ﬁi—t )



BACKMAN :

P

it would be sométhing of a vendetta attitude

“his. . . . that he just wanted to get

back in the White House and that the Kennedy's
wanted the /éreaidency backé gnd this really
upset him personally very much. I think

it was the one real drag in his thinking.

I think if his name had been something else/r
I think Bobby Kennedy would have announced

for President in 1967 and taken Johnson on
without any question tsmatsoever?pmt he just
felt thathW one, it would be so misintes-
preted that it not only would be wrong from

his own viewpoint but that he probably would

be defeated because of the fashion which he v

},v\ii”’t*\‘x‘ s
entered 7nd it wad kind of a contest/ghd

and atmosphere. I think the first meetings

~ -

1h.at we had now’\you said '67 in Salinger's 7~

Ts that the first?

The first one I've seen reported.major meetipg A
j

and this isrthe one Robert Kennedy didn)t
s

attend,j\was ,\@x Salinger's suite in the Regency

Hotel in New York in October.




N
Pe— \ "

O'BOMNELL3

He called me, Larry, and asked me
would I attend such a meeting and I asked
him who was going to be there and wasn't
enthused about some of the people who were
there because I'll be frank with you a lot
of the ones there love to talk to newspapsyr
men and frenkly my presence there in my
judgement whether they like it or not ==

Hy associaticn is g0 close to the President
in a political sense that I thought thet it'd be
politically hazardous for me to be there.

So I talked to Péexre (Salinger) and I think
ve made some changes about peouple who should
come and who should not come and also I

very strongly felt that the Senator {Robert
F. Kennedy) should not attend; that he could
not survive that kind of a meeting and theve
ware people there that are golng to talk to
newepaper men if you'd shot them. a§ I
talked Bobby ocut of going to the mestféing.
The meeting was, as most of the meetinge that
I've attended in thie fashion, was just the



most :‘lnfwncluaive bunch of crap thrown
around?l«o one knew what they were talking
about,really, or where they're going or

vhat lhe problems were.off anything came

out of itg\it was the fact that he shouldn't
run. I think if I had actively @aid that [ %, .
Robert Kennedy oufght to run {\I think it would
have had a lot of influende but I didn't.

I wasn't prepar@d to day that. At the moment

I wasn't sure he ought to rung\and I wasn't
quite sure of the direction that he was going

@i&fﬁ,ﬂm—‘?‘,'.
in or he was thinking about@gnd Ijwas very

/

unsure of the direction of some of thoseuw-hrs .o

—

urging him to rumpwhether their interesth v <7

Ear him or not confused me., And I said then ~

and I repeatedﬂiq?if the issue were Vietnanm

and really the character of the United States

of Imerica,,@ell))\ I thought he had an

obligation to goat/mt if the issue was just

sort of a“we've g::t to get ouk guy back in

the White House! which it very clearly was
Cgrtarrts, 4y o 3 Boven

almaat,}fxr ‘a lot of people around himy ,it

wvas a terrible eryor.



HACKMAN:

O'DOMNELLs

Who did you feel particularly that about,
which of the people? witich mr@"”“'-'-
concerned{\as you wereq\with the direction

of the country and which were more politically
minded?

Well, I think amongst this group the staff
around Bobhy{\like any other staff, I suppose,
was motivated in getting him to the White

Hoyse. Teddy's [Edward M. Kennedy) now

AL o

e pm the same ball game. You scmetimes

lose your perspective. »Adam Walinsky and

Peter Edelman and some of those boys, I don't /{ hb

too many of them very well(}‘but they're very,
very bribﬁt, high=-minded young fellwqr)\but
they really don't know the ball gameQand
they really were pushing the Senator in a
direction where he was very reluctant to go.
and I think their reasons were very immature
reasons. They didn't realize the type of
potential oppqsition that they really‘were
p— 1

dealing with. Forensan /f Theodore C_]

P ——

disinterwted,}almoa \tc some degrqu He

was /il .



.///)'

nevar{%;_o really took any positions one

wag or the other/\and everybody sets P the

hypothesis that he ought to do tt/'then when

you say do you ought to do i*,\thsy

Pui

change their /\Dutton (Frederick G’_,,
_/'r
was ‘the most practical. Fred is a“ ”’pol‘/

ot

VDi Goodwin was all rather highly excited

abcn{ it., I think Dizk Goodwin was probably
more interested in beating Lyndon Johnson
than he was in electing Robert Kenmedy. I
don't think he meant tha*{\bnt that's what

I got out of it., Teddy was most relactant@
I think he saw the peril in it very clearly/)\.
and obviocusly some of the fzllout was going
to land on him‘)\too. He's a politicéfin and
a United States Senator. Plerre, Pierre
loves to get in the middle of things. He
was one of the more ezx;ﬁu&iaatic for Bobby

st A

invelving himself, [\Pierre just kind of likes

to get in the center of the starm.(gt.eve

[(Btephen E ]Vénithrh—;q really almost nothing

a w‘/cf Hhice

to say at t%s‘t ting‘c’. He junt sat and
L L fpret 5&21 e A
limnéﬁdrﬁwwer) it is a group Which,)@.eapite



B

s
what the press :aaya/'@hab did not meet
with President %Kennedy as a group and
discuss at anyltim any particular issues.
There are t?ws%;\;:e mebended to talk to,\_
a}}? when ;&i g&. down to the political
decisiomg{\he wg;ﬂ.a meet with some people
mparately,\wt he would never put Ted
Sorensen and !{en 0'Dénnell and Bob Kennedy
inbo a group Be took us one by one,\or
he might take Babby and I tg?ether,\and Jhip fod b4
Sorensen qxeparaiily et;:;i}:e )::.la.l}l: to Arthur
Schlesi!;{gerqbutmquldn t group us because
we do ﬁave such di.;wergant personalities and
appr%ag‘hes that wm\t comes out of it,
cahe m&t of these mfetings - Tothing . We' §
end u);i being mad at each other most of the
timeé\qnd each one thinks they're emerter than
the other fellow is. That's why I didn't
want Bobby W,)\part b:‘f it;\}wcauﬁ it's

Ou

just going to end up as ‘a fight, t of

-

that meeting I left tharé};\ afd 1'd say that —

T talked to Bobby after it was over and jubt



HACKMAM :
A
Q5%

| O"DONNELL:

told him I thought it was totally incon-

¢lugive and that he ought to be very wary

s

that he” go in his own direction and not

being pushed by people who/\in a high-minded
,\ Srard

.:fashio might have other motivations and
Lﬂi., ke tiere 04 S A~ ,LL. 5 lrar, »

were lea,vi,ng WWW very
L AN

sho*‘tly‘».;\ As I suspectad/\yithin twenty~four

hoursgl got a call from the York Times ,
) )
and they knew as much about the meeting as

I did,

Yy
)

pid you ever £ind out how that—- I know kfiad

3

fc—tf/j

Y P r\. \
/\ g andﬂmvak had the article on J.t,\‘f.oo.

Did you ever find out how that did get out?

I really didn't have any interest in £t
because the meeting was a total flop, I

went down just as a personal favor to Bobby
Kennedy. I know vhat comes out of those kinds
of meetings u.nliss the candidate says."}“..pok,
I'm goingtbo g&éi?r "I'm not going to goé.ﬁ ;
Just to git around and talk abput something

{svT
that's just not going to happen doaw™8 make




—t Z

any sense. But 1f I didn't gcy\sobby'd
get mad at me;\‘ao I just did it. I went
down and wasted a day and came héme.

e

a1

HACKMAN: | /ﬁou said earlier that you'd been able to
‘keep some people from coming because of the
fear of them going to the pressy )4;5 this
primarily the Edelman, Walinsky people or.i.

a

I can't remm-ﬂoexam‘ 'someon2 has told me that
}\U 7,( ’?/ /
Schlesinger was theref 193\ o

Sc:hlaaing& wasn @ t that meeting.
Do you remember?

€’ DONNELL s I don't remember whether Arthur was. . . .
i I tlxinkt,\Larry g\any meeting with mofe than

seven people is going to be leaked out.
I'm not critical of that even if somebody
there told somebody else. They may not have
told anybhody themselveey\énd 1 doubt véry
much if anybody there did tell anybody
themselveséjﬁ}. particulat&y because they
move in literary circles at all timé; )= -
A:.:‘thp;,@schlesinge{)}/ Ted Sorménry)\and
Dick£(§§§§§E§2>Goodwin spend most of their




—/4 -

time talking to writers and newspaper
peag&q%g@dwgh@y're in New Yorﬁfggb
they're the center of communication¢§nd
it's just almost himan nature to say
that you had a conversation. Or someone saw
me in town with Pierre Salingeg?immediately
they eay, "What the hell's going on? There
must be a big meeting." Wellnthere was a

)
meeting. We went down to Toots Shor's and
had a few drinks; that was the meeting.
But these thlnga come ougﬁand this came out
and sort éfgéﬁ%igéb Lyndonliﬁchnaoéj into
a tizzy. There really isn't anything wrong
with it. It is a political grou%\and we
are thinking about the problems of the
United States of Americ?}and some of us have
been candidates and may intedid to be at some

pomaht. We are part of the politlcai fystema-

,' u

,/hﬁt Bobby was always the Buffererﬁ He didn't
have anything to do with setting up the
meeting it was all Pierre Salinger's idea— —~

and a good one. I think at that moment to

sort of assess what was going on in the




United States of AMerica was maybe an
obligation of some of us, Bus} it turned

out totally inconclusive. Was that October?

'HACKMAN : It was October. Now I've heard=-- I thought
maybe you could remember something about the

approxXimate date. I don't know if ynu'vef ,
\E Ay

read that)wltcove; Lguleqﬂ book E ightx-F#ve Days /

He says it's very late October, someone else

says it‘sﬂearly October.

BPALDING : Now there's a second one comes up shortly

after that. «

HACKMAN » There's one in Decembe;ﬁthe two in New York;

one at%Vanden heuvel's (William) and one
; P hslimss's

at the shipping firm, is this the one you're

thinking of£?

O"DONNELL: Yaah, now the one at the shipping firm is
prior td McCarthy s (Bugene !;] entrance /.
i

ag I recall it now.



//27

HACKMAN 3 The ones I'm thinking about are in Dacember//\
80 if there's another one in New York
before McCarthy's announcement,I don't know

)
about it,

OYDONNELL: There weare.

{
HACKMAN 3 The shipping firm is in Decemher4 That's after
MeCarthy.
QY DONNELL: That's the next one I remember. That was

a v,ery,isurraptitious meeting of the, . .

Teddy { Bdw‘ard}i:/xenneda was at that one {\

and we had some words.

HACKMAN 3 This is the first part of thak at Vandan/heuvel'a

or the sewond part ?

r
F

O"DONNELL: rYeah, at Vanden _@euvel‘s. yeah. And we got

onto the Vietnamese situation. I think

4’ -
whether McCarthy =@ enteredA he may have

-

entered by thengé ,

HACKMAN : November 30th,. he announced.



O"DONNELL:

el -

4
/

Hovember 39ty§:’§9 he was in i§¢gnd we

got discussing the Tz;gfﬁe sort of

relationship. Senator Kennedy and I had

some rather harsh words. My assessment

was that the doves were in preéty good

ahapq$and that McCarthy was going to shock

them. And we talked about the State of

Massaebnsettsoand h; saiéziggl he had taken

a pol],\\and I said r didn't believe the poll.

I had been speakiné‘all over the state and

I'd been one hundred percent against ?he er.

1""¥peak at Ho¥y Neme breakfastsand they're
| the nsﬁ z nservative Irish Catholic,and

(JGEeph) .
/\ thev're xaal MoCarthy suppartersQand after

A

siiteen minfites they don't support the
situationgégd I think there is a misjué;;ment
of the enti;a situation. It was quita

clear that I was rather a minutitxéﬁDa strong
minoritf Jview. But I don't think anybody
really supPorted my viewpoint at that meeting

except I think Pierre. Some of the othere



took the aamajmora;?position. They just

felt that the—@xawl&b situation,=particularly

in Massachusetts and New Hampshire, that we wnrl S

precisely talking about at that moment.-. . ,
Q;JThat meeting was almost a total deciédon

that he would not rury\as I recall it.

Ted Kennedy was the clearest. He thought it

was a mistaké%é that the hawks were in the

ascendéncy in‘tha United Staﬁe%ﬁpnd that

in his judgement he just could not go.

§ &=

at that ongQaa

I recal\%§ﬁg I say,Steve ve saldom
L gf z? Y
got into much of the argument about it. I

."5‘»9-'/
»

/
think thishreally almost was totally on the
ar. And I think out of that meeting, he
was not a candidate. When I left that mweting,

N \'/./ 2, a.a {
Epat}a the end of the ball game.

Gene#McCarthy had

called me about a week late:?; guess and
asked me if I'd run his campaign which I

did not, could not. I said, " I can't do



it one wa@r othar/\despite the fact
that I happen to agree with you on the
iasue% %:ut no matter what I do it's going
to be Bob Kennedy. I can't get out—-
even though I don't even discuss politics
with Bobby Kennedypto be perfectly honest
with youjexcept in) his own == I can't get
awvay foom it Dbecause every reporter in
the country is going to think it's sg\qimf//
great scheme and trick,)\and we're just
cauliht.” But Gene and I had a very long
conversation both about New Hampshive and

g
here. He left from there ,\as I recallf\and

went out to Chicago and went to a meeting

) ’
decide en the Massachusetts group=- to to talk -
Lo Avre £5

Anem 3.nto the - that's when he and Teddy

had the fight. He announced f£rom Chicagc>5\
and Teddy said he had understood that he was
supposed to have a conversation W. ..
And /hen I talked to Bobby, ﬁx say, in

the December meeting I don't think I went



HACKMAN ¢

O"DOMNELL s

HACKMAN

O'DONNELL:

7~ . Vhis is

T 0)-

td this third meeting. I think I dedlined
to go; I wvas invited,;but I don't think I

went.

That's the one at the shipping firm.you mean.

&
I went to the one at the shipping firm/)\put

if there was one at Vanden gewel'sﬁ\l never
-~ /

went to that one. I think that was a New York

group pretty much. Bobby's fellows didn’'t

come to any of these, Larry.

e
et

you

Yeah, the Edelman ( ge_ter) and Walinsky (Adam)
people, I know, Did he ever discuss vhy he
was leaving them out or why they were left
out? I've seen it reported once that he;'dasked
you to talk to some of these young people to

pool them down a little bit and tell then

f

"ﬁm“{ . - .

a little later now. this is
N _‘( N '::,

-

a little later., I think Bobby looked at it/-

number onejasfthis is sort of the senior

advisory group. I think he unde’:“stéoc}w—.-, they




are committed therefore he knew what theirxc
& )
views were gnd what he thought that perhaps

some of us(‘.ihmij;’/a) were not involved with
him in that kind of a sense and were talking

it
to people whe were a little different, . .

i o= TP ;
If a consensus had arisen out t¥ethat group T
earlier that he pught to ru.n/){ze would've run,
The fact is this group confused him more than
they helped him because we did have different

views on the whole situation. But I think

he just felt he knew his own. . . .
This third meeting somebody called me)\and '
I “mmt didn'‘t bother to o because I just
felt that it wow was all up to the Benator

anyway. He had listened to all the agguments

,,,,,, !

pros end conssthat exiate%@ ‘the next time
I saw him is before the primary in New f
Hampshire. I was in his office socially/}\ l
franklyp) I was down on business of my own /)\

and I just dropped by to day hello and we

went through the same conversations., He

didn't quite know what he was going to do.



a3

Fred Dutton was there. Fred came in while

1 vwas %Mre and that's the time he said
Wavts

to me;¢” Will) you please talk to Edelman

and Walinsky and tell them what the hell the

facts of life axe:-@ Where do we go from here?

I announce%\mre do the so-called power

brokers gois\and what my problems are going

to be. Tt isn't just as easy as they think

it is. This is not an open primary ¥here ycfu(,‘zv‘-'

go out and run a popularity cont.est,?nna I |

don't think they understand that." I think

he wanted to put some of tha onue for his

not running on uspas & Someone m. « ..

Fred msw ‘j} assiatant and

I'éd been the President's assia“tant/)\and I suppose
they. « « » 50 we tl:/,ad a long chat with them.
Bobby waat over i—:é‘f had to vote in the Semate
and Fred and I taltked to them for about an
hour. Peter (Edelman) I thought had some
pretty sensible-— they bo'th wanted to

run without any quastion;“ but Adam Walinsky)
) S



wasn't interested whether he could win,

lose, drawyor climb trees cﬁ. « v

Adam was jzzst ccmuitted/yarﬁ he wasn't
interested in convantioms\and they ought to
abolish the :convention,)\and he had all the
things that. . . . We mréﬁ trying to point
out to him that that's a great idew‘\but it
just isn't going to happen between then and
June of that year. I think we convénced
Peter\\m't I don't think we made any impression

on Adam whatsoever.

.-/ 3
HACKMAN: Where's %)olan E‘x;’[Jaseph }?.3 in this?

O"DONNELILs He never was in, you know, he didn't wome
into the-~ I think he sat down at this
meeting no»q;\aa a matter of fac;@?;h Dwttc/m
and I, That's the only time Iysaw Joe in=-
J§e never contributed much, you know, I don't

think Bobby saw him in that sort of a role

anyway«



HACKHAN:1

O"DONNELL:

4

Was he as clearly committed as the younger
staffers were o% ' .
.

Lo nitha Pl Ty
I don't think so, no. Imfact I would
hesitaf_:e to say I ever heard Joe say one

ny o ;thar Maybs I'm wrong and I'm
far awayﬂ\but I detected some fristion maybe
between Dolan and the ertmlr Wﬁf_gllmm
whj;c_.;h would ena—nata really@!idam wanted
to@:é abolish the Ways and Means Oczmzittees/,\.
and Adam wanted to-- he didn}t understand
any of this ﬁrivolity,)\anﬂ I'm sure he doesn't
even vet. I talked to him zbout congressmen
and the difficulties of their personalities
and how you get bilks tm’mxg'h/)@nd how you
never get them through and it just made no

impression on Afam. It just was a lousy system /;‘

f’hay ought to get rid of senioritynand they
ought to. « » « ALl of them, I happen to
agree with all his theoriespbut I don't think

/
the Consitution is going to write itself cuite
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the way that Adam and I might like it
attlwmnt: But that was ths last
thme I reca};.l n:a}e cane baalsy.and we chatted
again and the next time I talked to him

was the day before the primary.
HACKMAN: Let ma ghip, can I skip back to one thing?
QO DOMIIELL Sure.

HACKMAN: You were talking about the call from MeCarthy
and the New Hampshire thing was beginning,
Gan you remomber ever talking to Robart RKennedy
just before MeCarthy amnounced or right after
MaCarthy anncunced about any of his

sonversations with HeCart

hy on ghat he would

da—/’&f w'd later go in,smt MeCarthy would do— —
7

and how this was all worked out.

O DOMBELL: Hoknd® don't think there were sny. I'd aay/;\
vary unfortanately, mry,kdmt the distartion
of the views of Kennedy a;z,ﬁ. Martw-ﬂtw're
both responsible for it. First, the implication
that the Kennedys hated Gene mcmnwl.,m

spacifically ths President  because he had



nominated Adlal Stevenson in 1960, This was

perpetrated over and over again in the

e o

minde of the press. In fa.ct,\it Iﬁn't true.
The President and Gene m&rg'& never were
soulwmatea,:l\but the Presidefit was a very
practical :fellw, He saw what Gene McoCarthy
was up toj\andﬁéphad as much right as he had
to do it. / ipd Gene then thought the President
was going to hate him §or the rest of his life
As a matter of fac&y}wa had a trip to the
Weabianﬁ Gene came with ua)\and the President
went out and campaigned for McCarthy in 'GQJ
in which I think they reached some mpport.
Gene suddenly realized that the ?reaident of
the United Staidas is taabusytozﬁgx:armnd
hating Senators over R &illy thing like that,
And Gene started to come around, He's a petulant
dellow anywayﬁ\aa we all knmz‘md Gene dreamed
up all these things that the President didn't
nke hin, They started to really get together
)V%r I don't think Béblby Kennedy mn knew

Gene MoCarthy« He may have spo}mmpme in his




vigersersa

whole life @F,}*d now it's because they don't
like eadhother. I'm sure in the Senate

they nave;__s;nke. Bobby was not the most
convivial/®hail fellow well m‘é’ running
around saying hello to Gene ZdicCZarthy,\@nd
vice versa, I don't think there was any
prior conversations 01 know there was n%
even the slig‘hsat,}thauqh&f an agre@;ant.
I don't think up mﬁg). the time MGCarthy
announced that Bokby FKennedy had any intention
of running €for President of the United States
vfnatsoever/}and I think when McCarthy got

in there,%; think evervone thought it was
rather a futile gesture, I think he
mr/&mdﬂ%gw because he had done the thing
that Eobby,@all his coterie of supporters
said, "You should have been the one to

have done this instead of letting him steal
all your thunder., He becomes the man of
courage and you be. « +» " That irritated
my/}m then the press would wiite it



/.22.&/

t sort of irxi afid
masrbmq){\ itapion)

vice versa with McCarthy, I met Abigail

MoCarthy two weeks hofore the Hew Hampshire
primaxy and she Pogged me to have Bobhy
Kennedy run. She said, "Gene can't do it",
She said, "If Bobby would muyr%(f‘s
AnﬁahewasmitmsgamymMﬁWI_
@mmmgamm I mean they

really had /au meiam}\mst hang=-up on

the situation, Bﬁt she m in the Mayflower
ioblyy, she said, "I suppose you're ashmsed to

be seen with me." X said, "Look it, vwe're friends,"”
And she said, "If Bobby'd only mun, we'd get

cut tomorrow morning.” I'd eay that vas

samevhere around two weeks before the primary
There wag none of thie W mu'et?az

that %W than wnich 156 na Babby
m@m 7ith What maybe

mmx&mwwnﬁ\xgmmm
m*ammmmumi:émm,&
I den't think Gone had the ghtest conaseption

and at that point really-- I kept very glose



i c:«'// -

touch on the New Hampshire thingpﬁnaturally o
we're very close to New mnpshir%md we

[ — of mitual fr;@ Bi11 Bunfey/
[Williamw Py \who is our guy up theres\\ﬂm
really knows the gamséand Bill and I

talked almost every day about the New
Hampshire thing. His initial views were

that MeCarthy was going to take a shellacking
although he privately supported him, I

think the culmination of many things just
started that last couple of weeks, Nuber
oneéhe didn't realize how unpopular Johnson
was, It wasn't even the /éar so muchnit was that
MoCarthy was the vehicle for all Ehs; anger
até Lyndon Johnson//:@xﬂ it wasn't vhether

they voted for him or not they just didn't
like himyand also he wasn't-evern on the ballot.
I ke try:ing to tell them that . Look he's

got a name on the ballotf\aml the other guy
W% )gokt\?:o write-}in /l<fobody likes Lyndon

I e

Johnson enougl*to write his name in; if he

was there and he's the President of the



L{_af '

fl

United States, there's enough name
familiarity a; party lcyaltxﬁ gtxt. vhen

you ask a guy to get off _}:V?xat farm on

a cold day to run dcwx% vl@ﬁwite in Lyndon
Johnaoxz\you'ce got a problem. Huch more
than the iﬁar,‘\this vas the-s . « o Then

they screwed the vhole thing up. The
organization got heavy-haw:mtyre

‘ &
N &L@a 7). Me that mspaechmbcmanged.

@pnnie -Beot.en%" st @mis}mndled the wholes « «
They misjudged the whole tenorf\and they
forgot that @t was a write-in and the whole
organization for;;‘%";he;e was a write-in.
You could see Gens."ﬁ. « o« I'1ll tell you
right nm,;;f I had run in New Haxnpshire/y
I would've beaten Lyndon Johnson more than
Gene M?Carthy just because %'m a more
famil%ame to them or I'm one of them
really. Gene McCarthy was not one of them i~
and he head some anti-Kennedy aspects to his

campaign. But the fact is &% was just



HACKMAN:

O"DOMNELL:

laying there to be picked up. I talked
to Bobby the next time if I can move on—-

alright?

r\(,"‘b
¥eaisl now did you report the Abigail McCarthy

conversation to Robert Xennedy, did you
ever discuss thfés with him? How did he
react to that?
k//;!e({l, hurt, I think. I do think, Larry A
Ln m% )
that there wa@—and I go back to j:lmt

so-called Kennady«-ﬂﬁc:(!arthy thinde«"and Bobby

gaid that to mej\am‘:l I said, "Your brother
didn't hate Gene McCarthy. That is made up >
anﬁ I don't believe you really know Gene
/;;icf:arthy, Bobby. I think you're letting the
press conjure up in both your minds a
situation which just doesn’t exist."Now,
Abigall McCarthy, Bene McCartlw/)\and I became
friends in Washington we used to go over
to Mary McGrory's house about once a month,)\
and Adlai Stevenson used to come cwer,)\and

Gene used to read his lousy poetry to us /)
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_;gut he was a pretty good ccmpanionfand

"we got to be reasonably friendlygand after
he got in the /;lce 7residential t;ing;)\
Gene McCarthy and I had a great diiussiong‘
I had opposed when Lyndon Johnson Was. « « «
Be and I had a long conversation at the
Chil{in Embassy9and he said, "I understand
you'ree the guy that gave me the z1ng."

/\,\L-" ! LS

And I said, "You're absolutely right/\but
e v 5
k3 toldAahead of time I was fo?ﬁﬂumphrey

if Bobby was going to be the ncmineqﬁfineeh

_and when Johnson said, *You have to haveaa

- Lol

Catholic on the ticket”; I said in the presence
of nine other guys, If §§u ‘re going to have

a Cathcliq$udthere 8 only one Catholic in

hhe country; ‘and) that's Robert Kennedy. If
you're just looking for a substitube and
saying we're a bunch of cattle and run around
and vote for people because of their religianf}
i thought wé?gidked that in West Virginia.

I wouldn't vote for anybody because of their
;eligioqxan& I don't think anybody else would

r‘ /
’bg,hare. And there were nine Catholics in



g
/

A
| 8o then we got into a long conversation about

Uy

(R

-0

the room out of tcalvq,)\aﬁd all nine of
them were for Hubert Fumphrey." 8o I said,
"Don't look at me, I told you a2 long time
aganl couldn't support you,‘\that I'd have

to be for Humphrey if Bobby wasn't a candidate."”

what Lyndon did to him which was a pretty
sordid story which is where McCarthy's
enger with Johnson. . . « They'd been very
friendly. And we got into the President's
thimg,@nd I told hin & A You and the President
became very good friendg»“) He said, "Why
don’t the Kennedys like mg‘?lyl said, "It's
all a figmni;gwhy don't you sit down with
Bobly some day. I don't think you ever |
talked to him.Lthinkat that moment-
' Ralph Dungan was goimy tc Chiley ye were
in the C’hili,a:u Embass@-‘ ana I don't think
at that moment that Gene McCarthy probably
had ever had two conversations with Bobby

Kennedy. 80 it was one of those misunderstandings.
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71/1 told Bobby abput that/ansd he seemed
rather taken aback. He'd heard from Joe
7, 'lx :

Alsop or somebody that the Presidenyr-v

The President didn't 11ka\whan they were

ey
P WP o

e ‘*""f : - 't | oL

in the Senate together,\w a 1ct of senators
don't like Gene bk:Cartl‘ry;g;J{but it was
nothing that really carr;led dhker the rest
of his life, He. was just too big for
that. It di@’zﬁ'in£west him. The Bohby-
McCarthy thing was really an absolute
figment of pepple’s im;ngtion% It became
worse as it went on becausﬂ/\ t,here vere
some things that happened thatp got them in
trouble. Injthe next conversation I hadfﬁth
!%}ﬂl\.&m conversation with Gene MeCarthy/-
and Newsweek ran its\as a matter of fnct/;
and I said, "I happen to be very fiiendly
with him; I always have been in a scgial
sensg, and I happen to agree with what he's
sayingﬁso iI'm not going to knock him to
anybody. If I were in New Hasmhire,\\l'd

J
vote for him." So the day before the primary




—

he called me, that's our nest conversation,
and he said, "What do you think's going to
happen”. I said, "You're going to get
shocked." He said,”"I think you‘rg réght.”
He sdad, "I think you're riglrt.:f/xw the
Y¥et offensive interveneds\as I recall, f'l;h.:t.aa
was the f£inal blow. And I think Lyndon

Johnsan going on television saying we just

- -

won a)| victory,\-msa o o .~;,’I‘hat just ended
the whole. « . « The credibility thinyg was
just gone. Even the stupidest man in the
world knows that . . . . They've got a
picture on television of a guy jumping into
cur embassy. It'@shard to condtrue that as

a marvelous triumph when you've won the

Jar at tleast four hundred and twelve times
in the last two years. That was Jjust the end
of it and I don't care who was up ther@

It was juat all over then/\arﬂ Bobby sensed

™ % __i\ i‘ 1

:.t,\ McCarthj was going ta(\damu well,\and

anything oler tmntynfive—‘peﬁent—- I think

t‘ha'ES what McCarthy was shooting for was



m;;.y;ﬁwe—pa:?éent not to be disgraced.
That was his oyéinal{\in conversations I

JHad with him;/éuaf to get his point across
and that was itﬂ/x think after the Tet
offenaive,j\everybody duddenly saw they had
something going here in the anti-Johnson
vot%}nd that's really all‘tl'mt it wasf)\

an anti-Johnson m.% ran a lousy
campaign. He really didn't come across and

B
the stuff about the kida-@ was the most

overrated, overplayed storyy ghey were a
great help,\)\but the fac.}t if .that there's

got to be an 1ssne,§and/\@ Qas an issue.

It was anti-Lyndon Johnson. The nessafe

was loud and clear. He called me the next day
and said, * We'd better talkz,wand we chatted
for about an hour, and then he said, “‘gwra's

. O 'rf{-i ‘t’; )

: g’gin\gﬂbe a maeting in New York,and I'd like
W 0y Tardn 4

to have you go". /‘there is another meeting,

let me;go,}back juat\cxnce more. This one was
PRI

withf\aeasf Unruh and myself., I went to a

dimner in New Yorkgand this is just prior



HACKMAN

O"DOMHELL:

o the necessity of f£iliddgin California’s\
)mch I think is slightly before Bobby
annohnced?) .. L DD A !

Mc
Iy ._.(\
.‘Léa.h, right, a week or so.

And I was atdanfland-raising dinner for the

New York State Democratic Gamit}'.ewnd
Bobby was the featured speake:za@ on the
way out we chatted for a minute;};nd I was
therg\@my wife was with ma/\and Eobby
said, "would you come to Washingtoﬁ Q

- 1)

I was on my way back to Bostanaﬁ’g_';/

T i A s

o

matter of fact. " i -had to camel a speaking
engagmnt,)\and I said, ‘vfhyt and he
said, "wWell, Jessp is coming in from
California. He's your pau.{\and I'd like to
have you sit in on the meeting :ff you
would. It's out at my houme."qi”;/o that
afternoon we went out to Hickory Hillf?and
as I recollectfif present at that meeting

was Jessé¢, Prank Burns was there, Ted

-



O"BONNELL s

o

soramn-/i)\xtton may have been there
or may not have been. Do you have a list

who was there?

I've got that somewhere. I believe Dutton

was there. Burke Marsghall,
Burke Marshall, yeah.

I've got Jesa;b Unruh, Burke Marshall,

yourself, Dutton, Senator afid Mrs. Kennedy.

Yealy) /yellg\it went into a play like--"it

was the usual running aroung the mulberry
buslyand Jeseg had to have an answer That
was the reason for the urgency of the meetingf\
in order to file a slate. IInever EEally
c:ameoutandsaid&mmhttoruno‘gmn

we got to it,)\z said,"Well, I'm gofing to

be cold and practical about it,. If you're
going to run to get back in the White ﬁmwe,)\
I don't think 1'll be for you. If you feel
as strongly agwéiihinlc you do about this

situationr)\then/\t'll ‘be for vhatever you



want." And I turned to Jeasgﬁand I

said, "Jeag#, you're a pracéieal
politician., Now you know what a gpnvantion
is,. You know vhat we're talking about.
What odds do you think there would be

that Robert Kennedy could ba nominated
byﬁthe Democratic Partyiwi sald, "Bhree

to ong;: He said, "No, five to ong’but

I think he ought to run." And Jessgé made

a very eloguemt little statement in which
he said, "The character of the party has
been destroyed by Lyndon Johnson. We don't
have a Democraté&c Party anymore. It's sick;
the c%itry's sick. Someone has to pick up
the pleces even if they lose and give it
some character and some integrity and

some honestx;ésa maybe we don't get back
in for four mora.;aarqghgt the parties

in our local states are going to collapse [
’ég§5§hsre just is no morality really in the

Damoceratic Party anymore?and I for one just

o -

feel it's worth losing.” Sorensen was again

the devil's advocate he was strongly against

o

T ¢
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itg\and Sorensen made a statement vhich

I thought was very well taken. He said,
“JesaLﬂ/, let's be all practical., You're

i nterested in yourself. You want to be
Mfmn of a slate whichwith Robert
Kennady's w/’\wmld probably win in
California and makes you a big Mro,ymd
then you'll run for ;!avernor.“ And Jess¢
said, " I have never been under the
impression that any of us were virgins in
this busineag\and  § you think that Bob
Kennedy doesn't think ﬁ& Bohﬁfaennedy vhen
makes a decisiow)\t}uan he's not the Bob
Kennedy I kmow. And if you think Jessp
Unruh doesn't think about Jessg Unruh
when he makes a deciaiw're looking at
the wrong /gessp Unruh."@ l}e said, "As

a mtex:ﬁmf\ SQrensen,}@mtmea %Vu}ug?_
that much of your reluctance 16" that you 4
also happen to represent Genaral kbtora,\é\:ﬁ
you've got a good relationghip wit.h l.syndon
Jo}maon,\and maybe you're thinking/ ’aﬁg\\:%



=

Oral history with Xenny O'Donnell, 4/3/69

[page 41]

economic situation. Maybe you’re even thinking of Ted Sorensen.
Well, that was the end of that argument. Ethel came in, and Ethel
said, “Well, it’s all big talk.” She said, “But let me ask you
two, Jjust what will you do if Bob Kennedy announces for president
of the United States?” And Jess said, “I’ll tell you what I’1ll
do. I’1ll resign as majcrity leader, spealker of the California
House, because I think it would be a conflict of interest for me,
and round up all those legislators and set up a slate and we’ll
carry California for him, And I’1ll devote full time from this
minute on. That'’s how much I think of, I'm rronared to go.” She
turned to me and said, “What’ll you do?” 'n+d I said, “I’ll be in
Washington the day after. I"1ll give him m 0’1 time and all the
people I can lay my hands on. If he wants -~ run, win, lose or

draw, we're with him. And that was about thba a=d

(®]

£ the meeting.

There was no.



HABSMAN;

O' DONNELL:s

HACEMAN:

O'DOMNMELL s

HACKMAN g

O"DONWELL;

y ﬂ Sorensen come imck/\wuh that.

8 -

Ho, there was no discussion beyond that.
Ethel was the sﬁrongest one at the meeting.
But I thinkshe was ccmv&ncad he was going
to run by thst}\mt the decision really was
go file a slat@@ so they filed that
wank, no name slate as a result of this

convarsation.

Iz this the point he brought the poll in

from California with him when he ceame?

I think on March 2091« . |
(Yeaho

P

-/ \eanyourmmermtkix!aofimmct

that had.e.wias it an impressive poll,‘lmw

Robert Kennedy would do?

Yeash, I €@on't think it was the effect 0f. . « »
wasn't any

I m thénk there wms question in anyhody g

mind that Bob Kennedy could carry California.

‘I’hat‘n-ea.lly wasn't the issue, If Caufcm\!i@

[contnued 00 pagje HYY



[ Poces ane ysomecohared, T
i are rwo 81, 43,99, 45)
hadn't had a timtableg\we wouldn't be
discussing it in this context at alb but
the fact is Jessg had to have a decéision
or make one on his owrband al,l along«-/
I ta.m”* to Jessg all the timecand all along
he was convinwed that Bobby could win in
6alifornia9anq1as he/\ﬁjw l{w was convinced
Bhkby pm'obably dould not be nominated
although both of us may\ﬁa inclination that
this might blow and that the y/ar going the

way it mig hat' the whole situation

)

might changebut as of that moment and it

was to become conclusively clearlitgt

Bobby could not have been nominated at the
moment. I think he would have been Winatedg\
but the fact is in June of Zhat yearf\afte-r

ny contacfs,}x“d say he fas not going to be
nminate&g@ :gxat in Jxmeg; I'32 say if

Johnson had stayed in the contest. But we
broke up that onejand I went my way/,\ Jeas,é
went back to California. He andfiI went and

had éinmr’;‘ }-ie went back to Calimmia,)\wd
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o
I went back to Bastm-ﬁ thax]’tm

next meeting was the celebrated one in

Mew York when I was in the air and landed

in Philadelphia and f£inally got bacyanﬂ

foot

by the time ngwh tt@z% had almady

announged on the/|Crorkite Show @ that

meeting was a disaster. It was half

hmous%\but then they broke up into little
grmzps;{\mxﬁ Pierre and Dutton and I sat there. . . .
How Teddy had most of his staff there

whoese knowledge of national pdlitics has

got to be minus 575,00%?126 the names they

start throwing around of w}mg.hay'ra going

to contact. You're dealing with a _gonv&ntion{\

and the fellows are coming up with this

"y know a nice fellow in mmm;g and

somebody else knew a nica guy that he went
., to Harvard with. So@it just became
) ;(fj{gs@ridioulwa. And then the candidate

arrvived am’i then went th@ mraatim with

Mayor}
know how to get Mayor Daley. I had to call

chard J.J ) /thay daidn't <77
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my sefretary who got Mayor Daley's

private mumber and we got the flayor on,

the phone and Bobby went in and takked to
him himself,And that's when this celebrated
Camaission suggestion miveti. Now everybody
was there of the normal group with the
inclusion of Teddy's guys, and now some of
Bobby's fellows with the exception of
Sorensen mﬁju\«;&: speaking in Syracuse dr
mplace; Bobby did speak to him on the

telephéne, I recollect that. Hasd—<

Had you ever talked about the Vietnam
Conmission idea with him at all before thia
point?

Never. After the conversation with Daley

he called me intc the yoom and said, "I've
talked to the Hfayor and m'itﬁzml/y
rel%cta.rrt about me running. He's looking for
an)%lay to put the Party together,” And that
is Maypr Da;i.ey-—--sl :md 1'd talked to Mayor

Daley on sevexal ocoaaiana/—j;ocially.%'re

-



F
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great friends, BHe is such an argmizat:lon
man EDM Just doasnf:;):ﬂeratam @‘? Enat ),

fact that you could be against the leader—
~any leader— §ood, bad, indfffevent, It
\@ flies in the face of his understanding

of the political structure so badg . ,/f
And he wants to be/?ulga was against Vietnam
more vocifercusly than Bob Kennedy two years
before this, He and I had gone through the
Vietnam thixg,)\and he had no rapport with
Lyndon Johnsonss-that celebrated rapport that
the press wrifes via just baloney. He loved
Jozmxenne&y«\mtuwa not crazy sbout
Bobby Kennedy for roascms of when he was
Attormy Gmeralémmt, vy Bobly
said t.p ne, "The Mayor,is as ycu/pxqgazteﬁ)

*
(because I = told himAmy mmsatim)@

would do anything to patch up this difference
between you and Lyndon Johnson., We can all
win agains\and then we can start fighting

after we win the White House back.but let's



go win the Wh;;g House backsx‘%% as
nemocratgibg§§-g;pby was really takikn

aback /5@,7;&6 conversatiorx\and I don't kmow
how the’yémmission emerged-~ whether Daley
suggeeted the kamission or whether it had
been suggested by someone else to Bobby.

I can'tbbediBudey mentioning a commission
because he's too sﬁiwﬂ for that. It sounds
like sometking that would come out of a
Sorensen or a Schlesingeﬁ\and Daley would
buy it because he'd do ;nything not to have
this conflict and not to be placed in the
position himself to make a choice between
Lyndon Johnson, to whom hebhas a firm
commitmentf\and the Kennedys, that he loveg;
and that part of the Democra%%g/?arty that's
his in his own organization. So Bobby said
to me, "This is what his suggestion iégéJHe
said, "what do you think about iﬁi" I said,
"I think it's ridiculaus. I know Lyndon
Johnson like the back of my handy I've lived

with that man for a long, long period of time.
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Firstly, he is going to laugh at it

Svas

becau /\after all{we ve got comnissions?

_but hae “commission J.g, the Natiomal Security

e bttty s o a0

Council is the commission. You're just
going to walk right iﬂo the nicest

trap of all time where you as a Senator

are looking to set up yom: omn government.
That's the way Iwuld’loahx s« » o 1f I were
Lyndon Johnaon{\I'd love thatpI'd just let
you in there/\and I'd just knock your head

)
off. And then you do look like an arrogant

young manf/ Well, he got very upset about that o~
and he gaiﬁi,“l juat waat to satisfy Mayor
Daley fa,/zﬁ I went every last mileg\and if it
makes me look ridiculous to go the last n;ile,
I'11 look ridiculouag\but I don'ts o ¢ " ée
didn't want to rur"\and he didn't want to tear
up the Democratic ;arty. When he had conver-
sations with the Daleys{\it reaaly shook him
up because these are his friends and his
brotherss allies-< bléod relationships almost.
They shook him when they daid, "Please don't

shake us up, Bobby." Then they talked to
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Sorensexb 28 I said, I was convimecx—”‘i\%;
knew just what Lyndon-- I knew what I
would;o mwth that onegj’just exactly what
Lyndon would doy-¥Eia suck him inp-say it
might not be a bad idea;;éa» then éyqu leak

it out to the pres?,\which he did,;\;}hen made
Bobby look like a fresh young kid coming in
trying to take cover the government without
being é&lemted. I think that was one of Bobby's
low moments because the people just don't like
that. You've got the Secretary of State,
You've got the Secretary @& Defense, you got
the Chiefs of sStaff, you got all these guys.
That's what they're there for. I dontt know
how that ever came about. I'll always be
i’?xterested in how Sorensen ever emerged into
that. . « « He happened to be there on General
Motors business is my understanding from my
friends in the White_v_nguse,)\and Lyndon saw the
golden epportunity@f;\{i;ﬂa already knew
about the conversation because Daley had

talkkd to hima /Ii;'s my understanding. And he
1



HACKMAN:

O"DONNELL:

HACKMANY

O"DONNELL s

just saw thisias a golden opportunity to
waylay Bobby right there quidk.fasué;‘hnd

he did. Now this is about I would think on
Ads ‘
thursdaynbaew that one out of the water.

I talked to Bobby Thursday and Friday on the
telephonq§and despbte the fact that on Tuesday

or Wednesday we flew to New Yorke « « o

Tuesday's the primary, Wednesday he was
in New Yorﬁﬁboth Wednesday and Thursday.
He flew up Wednesday, went backcﬁlew up

Thursday.

Wednesday was the meeting I attended. I came

5

back to Boston Thursday mornxng:(hg\fgff;ffgting
fin,_

I miFht add tha%@ﬂ:l:; 'the Daley thing and

all the rest of it was going onf? the meeting

Gr
was 80 chaotic that Duttonh Pierre and I left

and went over to Toot Shors and got stiff ()

ﬂ:beeaq§§“;t didn't look like a very auspicious

beginning to the great crusade,

B
This is the nigh£ hdAtalked to Cronkite, « «

And he came inQand“it's a fait accomplif really.
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HACKMAN : (@sia-- Thursday was the Gronkite day.

o TP SR

O"DONNELL: Was it? No, I don't think sco. The day that
we were in New Yorkg\he was on Cronkite while
I was in the air because I walked inf\and
Steve Smith said, "I don't know what the hell
we're having a meeting for. The candidate
just made a decision while you were flying
in from Philadelphia.”

‘;\‘i Y 1;\

&
HACKMAN But that's the fourteenthﬁ and t.hat's(\'nuraday@
"
_the twelfth is the primary on Tuesday. /-/.
” / £
— fieeting in Steve Smith's apartment ig March
~O*DONNELL:
o 13th,
O"DONNELL: That's Wednesday. Sure. And Cronkite was

on Wednesday night.
HACKMAN 2 You're right.

O"DONNELL: And I came back to Boston, I talked to him

.

Thursday)and to be frank with youp (by Thursday
then the /émmnission thing came upnI belééve

on Thursdayp Thursday and Friday I got the

impression he hadn't made up his mind (O
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There was some backing and filling in there,
&ow he's having some other conversations

and I said, "You've made up your mind, whether
you think you've made up your mind or not.

If you're going to retire from politics for
the rest of your life then you could change
your mind/ but as far as two hundred million
Americans go you've made up your mind. And
rightfully there's been a hell of a lot of
indecision and running around which has not
helped your image very much, maybe for good
reasons. You have already made a decienon
you are a candidate/ and I think all you ought
to make your degision now on is how does it
surface that’s‘ all.” So that's the last I
talkéd to h:.m?‘;?;;.uday. And Pierre called me
on Friday hight and said he was announcing
on Saturddy.

HACKMAN: Did you ever get any feeling of what conversations
he was having that was making him back off
at this point after he had sott of committed

hinself£?



O"DONNELL:

Yeah, I know that there are several. Fér
example, Teddy in my judg;;ent was against
it right up to that moment, And Teddy had
gone to some Congressmen and Senators and
asked them to poll thakp peopk up there.
One of them was |Thomas f.j Tip Q/'ﬁtil,g[\
and Tip has told me this himself)’-‘ﬂ;\a:t he
newer met one single person that would
support him. AHd I think he delidwemedd thet
message to ?/eddy Bobby mentioned it to me
I know that/)@that he Aidn't have any

support in the Congress. And I said, "You

never did think you dida@ you km;\iwhatia
the point?@f cmrsa,&the great game

up there at this phbagwas all the guys say,
"Teddy‘s a great ggy,\and Bobby's a 8on of a
B.@ ¥ Well, that's because they don't have to
make a decieion on Teddy. Tedgy'll f£ind how
many of those guys are with him when he's
running. But it was a great game to say
Teddy's a wonderful guy and Bobby's, + . .

Because they never had to make a choice. In

1964,1 said to Teddy, “You know Lyndon Johnson
)



is going to love you up until the day

you're thitty—siﬁoghen you're constitu-
tionally eligible. Right now you're a

wonder ful fe%%iy because you couldn't run

if you tried.” But he got that informationf
and I'm sure going around the Senate, knowing
that crowd and the Senate, everybody's
negative and everybody's saying "Youfte crazy;
/gou're making a bad mistake." He just

should never gone back to Washington. He
should have gone and hid someplace because
9ou '11 never £find anybody . ip thqt crowar

/\l
- proléhat s for anybodwieveﬂ eacﬁ’Sther.

LA A s
The Presidentﬂhad a great line,"If everybody
i 2 WERV LY

had to vo&e for Prasidenté

six oneaf ﬁecause ﬁhay?d all’vote for each
other. So I think he got a lot of flqpk on
that Thursday and Friday in Washington. That

;kmmussion thing had boomerangdd pretty badly.

\‘b ¥
End I think heAwished o hell he had the

gy
Cronkite thing back. I think he}dﬂpnngun

agyway?but I think he'd have liked to have /< /

sk
\

it back and had been able to do it in a little
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Lk
dif.ferent 'fashion.@g\ere's no question in

wmindthathewaagett.ingalotof. R

= ‘\‘_/4.,

7 an And I'm sure a lot of reportarsfi@’telung

‘»/ U.”"“)

him he@making a mistale@and Bobby's a great
¥un

guy to gz;n aratmd talking trying to get other
|

péopke's ideas. Well, once gou've made up
your mlndg\you don't want to hear anybody

PUR R b

else'é iﬂeas;\ /E‘verybody just confuses you.
&oheﬂy cap say you're going to be elected A
and/ nohod;}* can say you're going to nominated.

S

W
Yol ‘got to'\ go do tf. But @ up until

aaturﬂay heh was pretty mixed up.
¥

HACQMAN: On that Mﬂssic}n idea did he ever say to
you that if ithe /L(omission idea was bought
by Johnson, }'!aa unlikely as that seemed to you,
that he mulii definitely stay opb or what
conditions 'd put on the arrangement whereby
he might staj_( out/};

|

O"DOMNELL: No, I th?nk/{ﬂxe(wijsh was fa;ghef /@ the
thought theria. He wanted to satisfy Mayor
Daley becauala I thought he properly realized

i
that if thos¢ fellows were going to be angry

|
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with him, not just opposed to him, but
angrg?;hat his chances of being nominated
ware nil. And I think he just wanted to go
that last mile. I don't think he wanted to
run. And if he could think of some reason=-
if they could end the war in Vietnam, that's
why he was running, then he wouldn't have
run@and he would have accomplished everything
he wanted to dﬁ’anyway. That's why he was
munning.

HACKMAN 3 You know the way tha~ftnry/has been wiitten
and the thinge that @{A/f\re;d is that
Sorensen's prpposal o President Johnson
is before Daley gets into the thing, That's

not your impression at all.

0" BONNELL: Well, that's not true because I got it before
Soransen had ever heard of it. Sorensen is

up in Rgchester.

HACKMAN ¢ But the way it's been reparte%\tha Sorensen
meeting with the P#esident when this was
first discussed was on March 10th or 1llth,

That's before the trip to Rochester. The
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}“;‘ip to Rochester and everything is afeer
this idea has already stu'f.edf the way

I've seen it.

O'DONNELL: Well, let me just put it this waﬂif
Sprensen wvants to be the father of the
idaa{\x gatherf\that's perfectly alright
with me because it's the stupidest thing
I've ever heard of in my whole goddamn lide
but if he chooses to be the father of that
- Al
orphan @ that's alright with me. I can't
conceive of it coming £rom Mayor Richard 3
Daley/;\and it came out of a conversation that
Robert Kennedy had with Mayor Daley@;o it
is perfectly logical that Ted Sorensen had
discussed with Bobby Kannedyy)\that Bobby

Kennedy said toémyor Daley, "what if I did

77

7/

thi ”-.E(, and Dal& would say, "That's sounds like

a great idea% because he didn't care what you
did except he hoped you don't run against
Lyndon Johnson and teey our Party apart.

So that is perfectly conceivable.



O"DONNELL:

Okay, let me go back to something wags
before that. Ywdsud that that first meéiigy
in salinger's office in October that when

it was reported in the press that Lyndnn
Johnson had been in something of a tizay
over tm?\and you, d about that you
still had some contacts in thh wWhite House.
Who were you talkéng to in this periocd in
the w“ite Houge that would be telling you
what the President was thinkingz and haw much

back and forth was thare.

Well, not really much as far as the President
himself was concerned. The /éongrassioml

J.e&dership very friendly with né I go see
(/Nr o) @
senator/\mu@e a weq*:im 1 ?o to Wa.shingtoré

I'mmvery friendly with a lot of those guys in
a soffal sense, the congressmen particularly.
After /Mcyez?;i w)lmd those fellows left.\
I didn't know any-- I dontt know any of those

[t; r C o
new fellows in the White Ho e.ﬂ(!liff Carter

who I would meet social.l and everybody's
v -HOoA )
got the inside ,Pim Rowe who's a great pal
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of mime and the law partner of my best friend/)\
'dseehimmndhanﬁMpret in

much on what the Presidantyw—— I knew

what the Presideit was doing prezty much

at the tim,)\pot in an intimate way nor did

anybody ever tell me anything $t I shouldn*t3

knwwtj,_ustas fan as. , + + But I knew

him sq\:a haﬁ this thing on Bobby Kennedy

f‘:gf. /sraa just incredible, incrediblejand no
tter/)\w\xtr;y times you told him it was

foolishy witkde 1 Jas therep You just couldn't

shake him, Bobby Kennedy didn't believe in

the meﬁtituticm;‘Bcbby Kennedy was going to

try B seize the gm::ffzﬁnt: He Ezf;d this

pleture of Bobby Kemnedy/|€hat Vad so unlike

what Robert Kemnédy is like, These t@w men

just didn’t know each other they buillt

vhich is just
up this pilcture of each other Lhuivawsa incredible.

:-"__/

And no matter what the hedl you ai&ﬂf\/ v 4\
here's Lyndon Johnson with me=— he and I had
a great relationship, We had only one fight

in our life‘\and that was the day I left.
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Aand I'm Bobby's best fiikend. Now I €Gan't
be that good a guy and be associated with
such a monster. But he just had a. « «

Dick Ha%uire was raising mc;my for themf
/l'ck is my friend'\I put‘-Jlgmlia as Treasuger
Amit.heywould go over to a meeting to get
the campaign going/)\and they'd start a
conversationg\aad if Bobby Kennedy's name
‘came up even by accident #in the conversation/
the meeting was all cvar:\and he'd 1aunch into
a tgrade about what a son af a @Babby
Kennedy was. Ninety-nine pergent of the
things were untmx%;pd it'd get bhack to
Bobby Kennedx}and Bokby'd say something about
Lyndon ohnson, It was just this total ,\puiit-
upg-ib that‘s another cmsﬁbl don't think Bobhy
Kennedy ever had five conversationsedibihu
Lyndon Johnson in his entire life. When we
were in the United States Senate, Johnson
wouldn't speake o o+ we were just a couple
of mlippersnappers. He was Majority Leader /)
_he %.\\ tve wmee a couple of lcid%\for crying

out loud., And when the President became



Preaident}g—‘%)it FnTE\ji_st)w. conjured

out of whole clcrth,\but it hecame true

because they made it true after +*Mla.

But I had always maintained-~ the Vice-
President and I were extremely socially
friandlyvand wae prebty muc‘h in contact
with them.When the| Manchester|[William] |bock
came out, they called me and ma,@
yau read“ -)because it was a liaf)\’wmld

you be parepared to refute it if the President
asked you té'h I said, " @ would.
I'm nok mad at the President. I think Ris
policy in Vietnam stinkss\anél I told him that
when I was in the White Hilise so there’'s
nothing. » « « I'm not mad at the Presiﬁent

x am:fxmamhody@\ wanb>on the facts)/s.
I'1l be prepared to write a mtt;x saving
what the facts are if it comes to that point.”
out of which Manchester made some changes

in tl:n;gc/ok/)\too. We always had a good relation-
ahip.(®§ meeting like this, seeing my name



HACKMAN 3

=

at that meeting would drive him right
e /J 0 @

up a wall becagse he thouglft JI wa@ N\

;he rest of them he didn’® tnpay any
attention to@but if I was therqg\it had
some signific&nce. He knew Bobby's
relationship with me. That's why I didn't
want to go. They could all meet untfl they
were blue in the faaez\am Lyndon Johnson
would laugh in his-—’%sut he figures Ken
O'Donnell is a friend of Daley's and Um:nh’ﬁg\
and they must all be in on it or he wouldn't
be there. Everything's a big plot to Lyndon
anyway because he's always plotting himself
and can't construe that we're not doing the
same thixx;ahut Bobby just sai;\ ‘would you

git in on the meeting. He cauldn't believe

that .

Let me skip back to something else again.

Di@ you ever discuss with Robert Kennedy

his converdations with |Lowe WEMWG Ke] /

and this "Dump Johnson" movemant that got

going £n the fall of '67. Do you know if
bt~
he was proposing that anyswe else challenge



X
Lyndon Johnson?

@' DONNELL s I would doubt ftt very much. Robert Kgnnedy
talked to a lot of pegple-~ his brother did
the same thingnaomatimes indiscreetlm\tooﬂs
but if I'm going to make you love me,;then
I agree with yomg,anc‘l that' /s Aha.l.'st.ori;s
that are untrue @gt came out about the
President. If Arthur Schlesinger said,"You
ought to get rid of /Rua&i [Daan]‘? ,\ﬁe‘d say,

"Arthur that's one great idea. Ycu re the
smartest guy I ever knew." And Arthur went
out on cloud nina‘(\and the President said,

"Sea you later. ,f‘you knm;\imagine what that
dope said to me yesterday.” Bobby was that
way too. So if k;j:a;'; Lcwensbeinmand ?d-i-ar&*a“/
got oy political friends in New Yorkﬁ\and
ﬁ&t;:i'd would be saying it to Bobby\;@ I'm
sure Bobby would be encouraging. "Go ahead,
~A2rLla/J:d-, /’;\it‘a a wonderful idea." I think if
anybody was going to go,)\he was going to go
Gene MoCarthy enupted oﬁt of no vwhere. Iee

these

think Bobby would agree with k= peeple;p

He was a practical politiciaxv/\am I'm certain



he would hawe discussed it with me if he
had any thoughts., If anybody was going to

r ux%/\he was golng to run.

HACKMAN Did he ever comment to you on the kind of
campaign McCarthy was running in Hew
Hampshire and what he thought of it,
particularly the kids coming in. Is this
an important factor in pudhing him?

O'DONNELL s No, I thin)g\seesxagain we go back to the

_ Ptk
relationahip \@ch ia—-—-« /} partly becaus

e
Bobby wished he'd raxﬁ they becam#e

-3

critical of MeCarthy' s tacticqu—@ "He's a
lliousy campaigm% and "He's lazy as hellgpv

Well, I mean, that got back to Mo(!arthy/’\'tow\\

and that again begine-«-/the fact of the matter

is it wasn't MeCarthy. He did say that to me ™~

and I said,"Bobby, there is a built-in

anti-Johnson voti\mﬂ he's going to get it

if he never shows up in New Whir%a}’nd

ags far as Massachusetts goeg,\he'a going to

knock someone's head off of here. You can't

beat somebody with no body. I don't koow vhat's
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a lousy campaign in New Hampshire. HBels

no John Kannedy,)\m who the hell is."”

But I do think it created antipathies which-~
I think the wish was faftmj;]om t‘he thought
there. If ncCarthy@ got shellacked}99 to 1 /.
BobbRennedy would have said, "See I told

you eo. I would've got shellacked tol” or
"I'shouldn’t have run."” Now when McCarthy
starts to come up/\I think it's just human
nature to say’\ "it‘s a lousy campaign o

¥ow McCarthy 1m:erpreted that as,@ I'm
trging to tprpedo himsénd that's what broggit
him into Maasa.chusettsl as sure as God grows

green apples. He said, "If you want to play

that gamaj\t'll play that game too."

HACKMAN 3 I think I read somewhere that at one point
Robert Kennedy discussed with you the possilility
Lt
of going into New Hampshire., Is that so ,

do you remember that at all?

O'DONHELL s Oh, X¥eah

-

HACKMAN : #hen was this,



O'DOMMELL:

O'DONNELL:

HACHKMAN

O'DEMMEEL s

~67 =

Going in to what? Campaign for McCarthy?

No, going into the New Hampshire ,v‘rimry
himself.

Oh, I think that was the 135%6

Early, in those early meetings.

Yeah, that's vhere he had to make his

decieion. The décision is New Hampshire,

I think we ally)\as it went on later and ihvicusly
saw that Johnson was more vulnarahlg?ﬁx

wag always convinced Bobby Kennedy could win

in Hey Hampehdre; I was never convinced he
ought €0 go iﬂo New Hampshire because I
dcn'+l'¢nk his victory would have meant a

darn thing. They wm\ t have cared whether
Bob Kennedy won. md@ﬂtmnx that was partially
his view., I think fate just propelled him

into it, Bverything went in the way that he

had to run.
gt 1T TR S
Frcsm vhat you'veatold ma;q&!mre poobably was

not much thought ahead of time given to who




O'DOMNELL:

>

was going to play what roleg in the

campaign, Can you remember any discussions?

You mean prior to his announcement on
Saturﬁay.?’ﬂxere never was any discusaion.
After the announcement he asked me to come
down to Washingtow\and I wembt down the next
Mondayyand we had the first mting@)}w

~at) the headquartexs, I think Steve might have

gone down Sunday. It just sort of fell into
place, obviously,;\he had to make several
immediate decisions as to what he was going

Ny
toero primaryrwiae. First,)California thing"

S ?

+the decision was alxeady madq)r\am that gave
A :
plenty of lead t:me. /.t. wasn't until June »

/p we were not terrim.y concexned abmrt.

HACIQMAN

L )

W i M i

California, But the ies we
’.f Dy S / %

fdﬂw« &
not made a decision in Indian@\ge had to

— ey f

go into severalA naw Oregon;\yau have to go
into==> I/W/! ‘ﬁi oM S

You had to go into Nebraska because of the

wime f£heafivfouncement was made, If they would

”M o’ﬁ Waiti
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hhve waited a few more daysy)Qme could have
stayed dut of Nebraska,)\l believe. Can you
remember getting involved in any discusaions

as to whether gou go to Hebraska or not?

O'DONNELL: No, I think he realized right off the bat
herhad to go the primary route. The only

one that we debated at all was Indiana.

{
-

We had a lot of friends in Indianat)\and ml\huve
a strong organizational tie in Indianajand
the ohly debate was we knew it was a ti:ugh.
tough state. It was on that one. Wisconsin
was forecloae%gnd the Indiana thing we
playved with for,t‘\m or three weeks. Now Bobby
was out on the roadras I recallamost of this
time, and Teddy and /Ste‘ve and myéelf were
havi}ng most of the discussions as to what

we were going to do,')\and they were setting up

the mechanics of the operation.

L

HACKMAN s Iz Borensen in on this to any extent or not3

O' DOMNELIL:$ Yeah. It was so quick, The decisions were on

us. We didn't have many decisions to maks.
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Indiana is the only one we d4id have a
decision to make ix{’\ which was really
crushing upon us to do that at that time.
Bobby made a statemnt/\as I recalw'mt
he'd go m&mm MeCarthy in Wiscomin/\
which was not treated very tenderly by the
MeCarthy people vho already smelled victory
in Wiscénsin, We had one meeting at which
the campaign organlzation was kind of set
up‘\hut it was quite clear that he asked me
to take the major atates. At the primarie@
we could met up an organization for the
primaries as ﬁ went along\md then we could
get people inm\&a would run the primavies /O
and if I would take over the major states,
Steve would handle New&’.‘ork and I woulld hanﬁ&s
Hew Jerseyw- t.tm;’-a-—m £irst thing—- take
total responsibility for New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Ohio, Illinoisp
obviously Jess¢ would handle California. But
that was the nmin-- I spent uggzy percent of
rmy time on that. We used to meet azbout every

moréing,Teddy was there a lot thans\md Steve
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was trying tﬁ/ raide dough most of the time
g0 he wasn"f. i}}xere very often. Pierre had
come in Wn and then I had suggested
Fred Dutton to travel with him who tbok
reglly the role that I took with the President
and then Fred would stay in touch with me

as far as where they went, or those vho

were working with him. And they were just

 mragpit G

mow trying to £it them—iw, It was a chaotic
sitvation ¢> I, frankly, was the only guy
that had a clear amm@tm whole
damn operation because everybody was crossinfi
everybody else's wires, You had Teddyj}s staff

A

in there; you had Bobby's staff in there’and

then you had JFK's staff in there all s;rt
ofmmemmmmson

was confusing. Everybody was working as hard

as they could but it's just natmmal that you
croés lines. Teddy was dealing with essmen
and Benabbrs up on the Hil.’!;} _____ I'm dealing
with the local leadership and aox\rggeamentand
#enatcrs up on the Hillf\axrl m’;’e cz:fopaing

g

wirves even{time we ‘turn arounﬂ@ I'm sure
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we had the whole politicml system of the
United States in utter chaos because they

don't know who {fhe hell they're supposed

to be talking to. Ohviousl)ﬁ\tlm only one
they know is me ) ié-. made it a little easier
as far as I was concerned because they don't
know anybody elsejthey never dealt with any-
pody elege politicmy&@ Bobby's fellows
are all nev to themjand Teddy's fellows they
don}t know at all 30@ just natural 1y /™
even when it was things that I didn't have
anything to do with\they'd be calling m?//‘
and then we're trying to um{avel whoéa\
talking to who about what. #'"%??e had one
meting)/\and I'm trying to place it. I think
Bobby had made the first awingjand then we
went out to Hickory HillJAand we had what I

r Lo
think {#as8 the only formal staff meeting we
where we

ever had anBxbiiwhz sort of laid down cold
asgignments to people and there were no titles
involved)which was a cause of some concern

to some of our leaders. Thiddy was going to
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be the campaign manager A Teddy and Steve « .
interchangeable{which was amceptable to
everybody. There's no conflict with either

of the&%thsy're relatives and we'd all

worked with them. Beyond that trying to work
out what Plerre's doing with what Mankiewimsz
K?ranﬁj is doing and Fred Dutton clearly

had a rolawgnd then the speechwriters and
these people@: predty much the candidate
was going to deal with on his own mritﬁ-J
yﬁﬁviously khere wag going te be some conflict
between | Sorensen and Goodwin and Bobby's guys
who wrote and knew Bobby's style a hell of a
1lot better than=-- that's like fitting a gloveéj
Shat's a tough one. Buat I didn't get into
much of that part of it myself. I'm sure that
was the candidate's headache most OBethe time
and of coursethe was on the road, But at

;;13 one meeting we went into the f;&v agpecte
of what he ought to be doing . Don Wilson was

there. He'd come in to take over the televisdon

-~
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there.

Was there much disagreement on how much yau)ﬂx
iy
spend on Tq\ vhat kinds of audliences you

o P SN S AL
appear before the college ¥« others?

Yeah, there was a great debate which was 1@
by the candidate who was= I would aay/?at that
tipe ]:ma tha firest time I saw Bob Rennedy
become e% canﬂidata@ up until thenjhe had
never veally run in this kind of ,x/g;;ratiom
before. When he went indb New York, it was

helter-sgkelter at the last minuted ){cm ‘@D
..J 7

running in'ga

apoutfand you're suddenly becomiing a candidate

fellwo
when he was a rather withdrw Bobby was not

tmmmM%rmmst

had never done it before and it's a tough

state you don't hmow anybody

transfer, tough transfer. He never really
got. untracied) I Never thought in New gf-x .
And when you're a Senator you getfam?g
measured pace where you can really plan vhat

you're doing. Now you're in a situation where



you're running for President of the United
States?(ae'd seen enough of it so he
understood it bus that's the first time I saw
Bobby Kennedy withdrew and look at Bobby
Kennedy’)‘vmich is what his brother did so
magnificantly/\and talk about himself in the
third person ;@ he wag analyzing 1:1/9
televiaion’iat\hw he canes aerosagg and I recall

he saidi'I don't come across well on set affairs -

I GoveryvmllwithQ WA; I don't want
to get caught just going to eollegas but X
don't think the set format is my m‘lieyv I'm
prepared to listen to what anybody else wants
to say about itﬁ\hm: that's just baginni!ﬁal
don't think that's my strongest suit." And

t&wrkthey got debating the kinds of things they're

going to do on television. I think he was
very clear where the issues weresh vwhat he
was going to do, on his own po“:ion. That
day he was more concerned with getting the
lines drawn rather straight between all of

us go that everybody knew quite what the other

(comtel on% I)



=Ble
guy was doing. He was trying to make
phone calls that day, I remexber he called
george Meany to go down and see George
Meany the next day, It was decided at that
meeting that I would go see Vice President
Humphrey and urge him not to run which I
did the next day with Jim Rowe. We went over
to gee the Vice President and I told him the
picture as I saw it. He had not mﬂe a decision

,,/"C'Af Lot L

Ct;hf:; in s own mind although it was qﬁﬁ ey
clear to me that he was a candidate. Bobby
went to see Meany the next day and I gather
had a very unpleasant confrontation, Then

we went to work.

HACKMAN 3 Any problems with other people coming into3
your areas or did you feel that A@:reapomibilw
ities that were givenrto you that you were

really left alone to hahdle them on your
-~
OVille

OVDONNELLs Well, I was left alone mma:r*m tktthat

nice a fellow to get along with/’in the first

/
place but I had a pretty aié?ahla staff of



fellows. Now I brought down my assistante-
w&mse now working for Teddy-- Paul Kirk. 3
Hargeémansjcam dovn and there were about
seven or eight guys that had worked for me
Ivan Mestingen and f/ Maury |[Baurice Jcannell
in Ohio, M) Jack Conway came over
from Iué,}%iéh ‘%bﬁor /{iﬁ;ge " lelowa %Myj
guys who had worked with me all the time in
these same aveas, mumber one. Humber two,
with very few exceptions the playera hadn't

f}w [F V-W
changed much.q who you dealt with

I knew
most of them one way of amtharﬁ“‘ﬁ didn't
have any pxo‘b}.mﬁ/\hm only problem, frankly,
I haé in the whole thing was in Michigan
because you've got a complex play between the
Auto Workers and the Party organization, . ) d" |
I was with the Auto Workers side of i’gpw ‘ﬂt e
e foppesats Coa

-theyiye-all great personal friends. Plus

there's been g‘:’n‘mng{ in the players out
!A)M A Leg

k WWWWWW

P b @

We a paloof m%but the Party &‘ganiaaticn
had changed considerably and they were a little

at odds with the Auto Workarsj\aud Hubert




T
>
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mmxpixreymaalotofmainm

Auto Workers as we did so we were fighting
for the same carcass all the time., Well,
Sorensen had done a little work with the:
through other things that's the only place
we got at anmy~- those who don't want to
deal with me ﬁgure;’gmupi'u get away from

/
that eon of a gun 1'll go to Sorensen.

§ \A ) O8O
‘ﬂ—aormen didn't have a job. This is one

of our problems., There was no apecifie
assighement and I gather he was getting

some problems with the apeechwritexs who
wanted to write Bobby's speeches and as I
say/\{'m sure they know Bokby better than
Sorensen does, He could write them for the ;
President/but, . . + Well, He didn't have

a job reallysand if you don't have anything
to do/jyou do things maybe you shouldn't be
doing. Pierre was in the same boat;but Pierre

)
is not that kind of a fellow, Pierre doesmn't

have much ego problem. Plerre will stick his

nose into anything and you knmﬂze‘s got a
great parsonalityo@ nobody gets mad at
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Pierre and Pierre's not trying to upstage
anybody. Hels just going to take care of
Pierre and he loved Bobby and. + « »
T?}'_J_,Ted [sorensen) got at oddé\he didn't quite
)QMmVMat the hell to do. Dick Goodwin was
giving him a little zing. He didn't wast to
get into the primaries and I suppose you
don't want to be downgrféed to some degres,
I don't knov. Iizgégiégig;her:;a much but
I gather it kind of bothered him because he
and Larry O'Brien came aboaréiaégbgg'and
Laryy O'Brien wanted to have tLEZEagﬁwhich
was not quite permissgible with the rest of the
fellows in the group. There was a hig tussle
about the title situation which it finally
turned out-~ O'Brien announced nimself and
1 stopped it’and thsn@ I found out
Sorensen had urged O'Brien to do it because
he wanted to get a titlefhnﬂ he went to Steve
and Steve saild, "If you get a title O'Domnell
hamaJQ%ﬁ’ha doesnft vant a title.“@égp

I s&ld, "what the hell do you need titles for;Z

you know everybody. You had a titli?yuu were
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Assistant to the President of the United

States. There's no better title t.han t

A 4 A

in the history of the 14, /\You needad it
in 1960 because they don't know who you m//\

and you' ve g_;i: to identify yourself, You
APl B

don* t‘,\do tha;t anymore,” It just causes

controversy within the group. Let Teddy and

Steve have the titles whose going to get

-85~
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."'s
mad at them, they've the candidate's brother.”

So that resolved %tsfelf. operation I had
no problemsAWe had one little tussle about

Michigan and that was the only one.

You memtioned Robert Kennedy's early meeting
with Meany. Did you have the labor side as
something to go along with the main states?

Can you recall your early conversations with

[Reuthe faltes]|and some of the other labor

peapli; ,any progress at all on that sides.?

Labor's like anything elae{\-jthere'a 80 many

facets to it. They were so committed to Johnson

and then to m:ﬁyhmg@ghe fact of the matter

is I had heen called to Washington maybe six



i

/

P |
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months before,%maybe even a year before, at
the recquest of Mr. Maany\and I sat down

with Al Barkiﬁ and he said, "I'm speaking
for the old maﬁ?’?bu ve got to get Bobby

out of this, You can’t tear this Party apart.
It's got nothing to do with Lyndon Johnson."
The same way Diék Daley,” "We'vre going to be
in trouble. The labor movement's going to

be in traublg}and you're our frieanhnd you're
Bobby's friend, You've got to go to Bobby and. . S, 7
'ﬁgp I told Alle- they had a lot of polls that
they had taken that showed Johnson in #mth
better shape than I thought he was or he
tugffd out to be., They were just as puzzled
J@;;t;ga polls themselves/but their polls
indicated that Johnson could be electeépand
the poly Ehéy were werried about is the
tearing up of the Party. I said, "I can't do
that. I won't do thatain the first placg?
Babby Réfinady and I, we're friends but I
don't tell him what to do anﬂﬁfxanklyfhe
dossh't tell me what to do, We're friends) an

that's igggnd I'm out of this business now.



I'm back in Massachusetts minding my own
buaimss@:!‘m not going to carry any
messages to anybody." So they got very amgry
about it/and this is part of the reason at
the enﬁ)of it that they were s0 bitter and
thqy«xmmﬁgxed themselves to Johnson so
whole hog. gﬂ’you recall the Friday before
Johnson pulled out/\bieany had him over there
at the E?Lucquthat’s why he got sore, ThayaJ
1ead him right down the pi@/‘too e o
speech for Lyndon Johnson that no organizéd
labor group has ever made for anyone else préor
to their convention. @hat‘s almost illegal
under their constitufién. ysgis didn*t apply
to Walter Reuther at all. Reuther's problem
was totally different. Reuther's problem was,
in the first place wvherdever George Meany
went wnl£%7éas sure not to follow and vice
versa{)%?t his friendship with Bobby was
pretty deep, with the Presidentﬁégzg deep,
and all the laa&ershiyywith me very deep.
gut they have a ggroblem within their own

union. Stmangely enougﬁpaoma of their locals



were supporting George Wallace in their
southern areas/and they/being a very
democratic union g‘valter Reuther does not
announce vwhat the United Auto Workers are
going to do. And I have no question in the
world that they were going to be for Robert
Rennedy. They had some very strong hawk
sentiment amongst thelr locals mfz auppoaef‘
got defense contracts after the President
got out/ I think if Johnson had stayed in/
they would have been clearly for Wm
cnce it became mep&myﬁﬂmre's some deep, deep
friezﬁs‘}/z_ips that Hubert Humphrey had with these
people, They were not amegs i€ they had saﬁ:a//?
“Lookﬁwa"ke going to be for y they could
not have proddiced at that pefiod of time.

é’f-:‘a,‘»wa}.ter Reuther and I had a long convarsauon/
and I said, "I don't think you ought to come
out for Bobby Kennedy, I'm not asking you to

' come out." And he waa- very, very velieved,
You work within the uniony I know where you
are’and when the chips come down J/ke-‘re going

/
toaakywtodomthing}/mutmmm




work with your locals the way we always

worked with them." For example, they ran
Indiana for us. They knocked off the AFL~

CIO endorsement in Indianapoliszay [%gdﬁ\JJfgg
that's what we dealt with through #Herbert—Jd+)
Jack Conway. We could use these guys where
they emerged 1ocallyﬂand Walter Reuther could
deny themié he didn't have anything to do

with it. What the Indiana locals do id none of
the business of Detroit. As long as he didn't

B Weedee R -
announce h;mselfﬂwallAﬁﬁéﬁjriLﬁgalg caugxn; el A

8O0ME OF THOS8 !!Lhows,xconway could do all the

manuevering. So we did beautifully with the

Auto Workers and whoever they could ally them=-

selves with we could pull them over. And in the
—H ¥

statesﬁi was operating iqybesides the labor

part of iththey had very strong positions 1
At haeh -

within the Democratic organiaation,ha iot of
delegates. The only fellows that gawe us a hell
of a lot of trouble were the Steel Workers and
the Steel Workers are goodfyﬁf I.W. Aﬁis)says
"I'm against your it wouldn't mean anything to

me in a lbt of union put when the Steel Workers



v
say they're against yo\nﬁ first, they're

well=prganized, they've got a lot of money/
zand they have these big locals in strategic
piams//\ as the Auto Workers do. The Auto Workers
and@ Steel Workers together are formidable
and separate-- you've got a tough time with
the Steel Workers. They gave us fits. Theye's
just no way of getting at‘@ A@&m of
a0
it was personal going back to/gh&. . . >
first place David McDonald might have been a

friend of the Kennedys. He was not a friend of
A [Seseprt V., 5% . |

Bob Kennedy's he was a friend of Mr.\Kennedy,

I think Aple)allowed that to color his judgement /
and also the fact of the McClellan Committee.

He had a 1w}3f excuses for why they weren't for
Bobby Kennedy. Well, you know, George Meany

ised that excuse. I said to his pals, "He didn’'t
need that against Jack Kennedy. He was on the
McClellan Committee; Bobby just worked for t:haxm."’ij
John Kennedy was on the McClellan Comittee//}and

I never saw Meany turn down an invitation to

anything John Kennedy ever gave him in his life.



T

So you're just ‘z,n/gking up stories why you're

‘\L;’YY\—(;;‘ ;

against, . % [éoseph D.) Joe Keenan, well,

Joe loves thaz Rennedys, great pal of mine.

Joe almost crieé;glg_txt they put it on him like
they've never put it on him before in their
life. Now I know an awful lot of guys in the
pgﬁitical apparatus of these unions/and they'd
call me up and they were almost in tears. They
wanted to be for Bobby Kennedy. First, they didn't

fa~

think Hubert (Humphrey))could win; they hate
lyndon Johnson{\and‘t“hey always had a pretty
;ood wirBing relationship with the Kennedys;ép
gut they're on payrollab a}gd this is the first
time in history these people really put the
squeeze on them, Usually there'@ a lot of
latitude in there from top to bottom\but there
wvaBn't in this one. They really were rough.
But we worked on them as best we could. We did
fairly well locally with them. The only place
they really had any great st®angth ¥as in
Indiana whbher we had probably the best union.

The Steel Workers gave us fits up in the northern

part of the state/but the UAW neutralized them
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in In\diana but other places: California

I'm sure they-- but Jesse was able to pull
some people off in California and the Auto
w;rkers got a blg loecal in there/and the
Teamsters were not unfriendly strangely
anmsgh9 Jf_«{_ was friendly to Bob Kennedy.
S0 @ California,we were able to sort of
neutralize it and get some pretty good labor
guys on our slate but they were really hurting
us in vhere I was,)mhicah is the big states.

Did Conway work on this all the way through.

Yeah. But then he went~- probably the ablest
guy I've mt in this business in my life}
Jack mmy(@m and I talked eV ery day//\and
I asked him to go to California because Steve

was trying to run it Jeaa¢ is a problem
'/ there o) XO
and guya it's at best

the warab situation in the world. Jessd gets
along with Jack conway/fand Jack Cohway gets
L0

along with Steve;so ha@ a goanend in these

sort of masg,tm he kept me up to date on

[contimved on AR
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\every labor thing. Bill Dodds, whose

\\v)altar Reuther's assitant taken Jack's job
Bill Dodds worked with me and their regional
mmetings I went to. They give you apretty
good feel of what's going on. They saved

us from utter eliminationgt can really say
that because they were able to neutralize
enough guys in some places to at least get

us not being anti-labor.

Is there anybody in Meany'd family that you
can talk to at all [Andrew Jj Biemiller or
g (N{@f Barkan or any of these pepple who can
at laast tell you what's going on there or
is the thing so closed that there's no sense

even talking to these people as things develop?

You mean during this nampaign:? Well, Al Barkan
and I were great friends. I think he'd be the
first to say I got him his job because when
(Tames L.] Jim McDevitt died they wewe—trying-

Y e

(o give==) because he was Jewishto be framk with

youmﬁive him the business/and the President

called George Meany and said,"Iid hate Ethink



that the great unioz* p}ever lets anything like
that standﬁf- Al Barkan's been my friend for
ten years /‘and I love to work with him and
he's going to have a lot of influence over
here with Ken 0'Donnells s "’_""zmd that just
went through just like that. There wasn't
any question in my minds Al's too libdral and
there was some forces in there that were
trying to~-~ it had been an Irish Catholic
flefdom)let's say/\for a long tim"andgw

S

| -were WGt about to-- a lot of the building
trades didn't want to give it ug:)mt %g,any just
stepped in and put his faot dcwn m;\the
President 4id get in it }{e was just being nice
and subtle about it/}but he made it quite clear
that he'd like to see his friend Al Barkan.

So when I ran for chermx:['they were very nice

s S

to b/; although they were supporting my op@onq’i:.

80 we had a great relationshlzprgoe Kemnan #nd

I haé a great relationship. Gus Tyler flew

down to New York and had dinner with me one night,

/ /t' sl
They alltold me just what m;pmblm were ©
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They had camitmentaﬁmd George Meany was
roughe George Meany had never done this before.

I.W. Ab% ;(a rough} d‘@g rough on his locals
vho tend’ to be ¢very friendly with us E“d

WAD  [Corsmsmiillen so FbliTzas

whose leadership é#. . « « Thedt COPENLeader/) Y
[James Cuff) Jimmy O'Brien/was a great, grwat
paliand poor Jimmy is aroung there having to
campaign against Bob Kennedy. He almosy died o

but it's either that or you don't collect the

check next week, fellows. That's just how rough

they got on these guys,

(\
C@;b&;@‘\
Is there anything Robert Kennedy .can do personakly

4
about this. Do you call him to make any phone

calls back to these people or not?

Well, Teddy called a lot of these guys. I gave
Bobby lists of guys to call Walter Buxkej‘wh'é
the Secretary Treasurer of the Steel Workerg//’
Walter Burke had been one of the fellows we
got in Wisconsin and worked like a son of a gun
for Bob Kennedy. Bob Kennedy and I were in his

house on a couple of aacaaions;ami we f£inally



got him to come over with us out there,

/

Apd when the McClellan Committee was hot

;'andj Bobby called him; he called Maloney)who's

the number two guy, I gave him a\liut of names
that Conway used to send me all the time and
say, "These are the guys that a call from

Bab ;(ennedy will weaken it. ~’Thay re atill going
to be for Hubert Humphrey/but they're knot
going to He out knockéing your head off because
they like ths Kennedys." Apd then I could follow
up with a phone cal}fhut he had to break the
ice and Ted called a lot of they. We kept the
pressure on them as best we could and just to
keep the lineﬁ of communication open’which was

really all I was wﬁ&’%&rmwmwmﬂ

we're going to get nominated anywayj’and we want
you with us after themnomination.” Of tiourse’ they -/
Z

gq\z‘ymad as a don of a gun”but that was the line
I used on them all the time. I think we maintained
communication with the exception of Meany and

Able.
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Okay. You were talkkng about the California
situation. vawn did you first begin to get

reports that things weren't working so well
organizationally out there-- the Unruhs « «

Well, I kept very close to California because

}:{1 Californla in 1960 we had screwed it up 8o
bad you can't believe j.t//\and we proceeddd on

the same lines this time., Jess¢ Unruh resented
8o much bringing in fellows from outside the
state vho didn't know emything abgut Californias)

( “and)I've always thought that's the error of the

year. I've been against it/end it just doesn't
wark/“um it dovesn't work in{ a btg state like
Califarniafthey don't wang/\:h t.lg)\guya £rom
Massachusetts out there. Look)we don't do so
well batk here let alone going out and exporting
our marvelous talent out there. But Jesse resents

it terxibly. o “J
dﬁ“‘ Lo

People like /\Nolan was out earlynl beliwa/‘and
‘\cﬁunk 8Spalding. Is this the type of person

you're talking about or somebody much higher
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' that's not involved in local politios ) There are
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o
than this,

No, these are the-;ﬁép: of people I'm talking
Wbout. Now you take Ken O'Donnells, I think

I know something about politics and if I went
out to Los Atigeles) I couldn't £ind Los Angeles
for six months. You know, this({8 just is not
the name of the ball game. And ¥he intial thought
of it iz to have somebody there that is not
invidlved in the local politiecs. Well, when you've
got the Speaker of the California House an the
&xairmn of your de!.egation_, n{hem is mhody

those that are going to be against ﬂm and
you‘!\ wy@( to placate them. That's a}thng
that Steve Smith can a%gm to have some fellow
that's a representative 6&%tff§&)s,£wmm out
trying to tell you how to run California. ve

lost it last time., I have not one slight qusstionb

'we lost byt35,000 vetes, everybody that didn't

like JeasQ Unruh went to@b Kennedy, and I'm

talking about the Tom Bradens and these fellows.
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They o to Bob Ke:madynand they say, "Jesap
is a mugs tutmmd G.) Pat Brown says Jessé¢
m a mug.” The first thing a politician learns
is ﬂivtda and gmémr‘*. If I have to deal
with one guy I'min trmmw 50 ﬁght off
the bat you(*d 'see stories ewzyény in the press
about Jess¢ Unruh is not well»‘likaiflfwre. he's
not wu/uqu there. Well, who hasn't got any
anwiao( hut/\I mean you'd better depend on
Jezs/e/ Unruly to do the job or you're just not
going to go anywhere. You've got to have one
good strong guy.and to have a couple nice guys
named Joec never does you any good. Well, thies
is a constant runnhmg hatua/.? When Jessg went
he said.
in there this is his premin?of'f:'m going to run
the show now/)\and I don't want a bunch of nitwits
running out here /"and I don't want you playing with
my enemies because you're just building them
upqandlimmmrunatsampoittfmmuc
office. I'm not being shy about it. I don't
want you arourd playing with my enemies.” We
were able through Jack Comayﬂagain qto put
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together the one weak place Jesse had had/\had
ﬁen anized labor on the left. On the
right they hate him because they can't
get legislation throughg]m theyéte not much
in Californigybut the Mﬂ9m by that I mean
the Auto Workers themselves and thejire auies/;
the Retail Clerks and these people are strong
good, honest, tough unions. Hell/)\Pa.ul Sthzndde
got on the slate. Jesof and Paul Schrade kade
been enemles in 1960. They became pals. So we
put together that., Jess¢ has strong Mexican

strong
leadership; the Auto Workers have veryAuexiean-

”/J\ac:havez and these pepple. Jesse has strong
_hegro leadership. That's his bqg‘.&x'wiak. And the
UAW has strong~-- _they were in the same areas
very, very strong,go onte they got tabether/)\
it was pretty good?m.n you got to keep Jasa:&
happy,)\wmah means you talk to him eveyy day
because evezy{ey another guy £lew in from Boston
who told you how to run California,which
irritates a lot of fellows in politics. This

is the only thing that went wrong in California.
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Steve went out there on a full-time basis/

and Jesse likes m/)\and Steve's got some
sense, Steve saw what the prphlem m/’\mé

Steve and I used to talk about it, Egery time
Jesed would call me/I'# call Steve and, 8ay,
"Let's play the game. You got to be ﬁith
somebody. Jese¢ wants to be told frem the top.
You're the candidate's brother-in-law. I'm his
£riend, But as long as he knows that after its
all over you know he did it that's all he wants,

doesn't want his own organization being disrupted.”
‘Q?I thinkwasortedthatmwtg\md Imuldsi/\l:ws
played a major, major role because he does have
thatkiadofaqualfﬁyg\anﬁtmmmt Steve
dogen't want anything.What the hell does Steve
wmxt.? And Jessqg was willing to play along,and
Steve played with Jess¢d and Placated him and
made him ‘happyﬂ and vhen Jese¢ had a legitimate
baef/; Steve wou,ld astraighten it ox.t!:—’.W Then Comway

went out there and ppent two or three weekag and
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Comvay 1s the kiikd of guy that takes orders
i "

from Jessé, He doesn't have to be the leader.

"Jess¢,what do you want me to dof And that

this time
made Jess¢ happy. So I think/we straightened

the lines out pretty ngg o Hor ©

{Frank
What about people lm,; well, levicz was

out there and [Johf) Seigenthaler. Are these

people who upset Unruh or are these people
wed

who working closely enough under Smith

so that they don't create problems?

Well, I would think yowlwes3d have to may

Markiewics created problems because he's a local
/

guy, nunber onggénd/ I know he created problemsg

;a;mﬂ then Pred Dutton coreated problems because

they're Californians,and theyfee calling their
friends to £ind out how things are going. That

ends up in the newspaper mabmtﬁmnmimsg\
That they really dentm&vnm@m real

deal i@ to pl&%—@is guy}- with the candidate)

and he ealled a guy/-(-wau £his is vhat would

[+ e

irritate Jaaa@ /’gﬂn)\ nmmnt stuff, John
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Seigenthaler is smart enough and has been
around enough,and John doesn't want wmyihing
eithar/atlmt he doesn't disrupt your ball game,
But Californians do disrupt your ball game
mainly because thoye's ancient problm? I
had a big argument, as a matter fact/gma Steve
Smi{:mas a resplt of A cezwersation,\can
Mankﬁm:ioz and Dutton and rest of thaa in and
all of the crowd up there and said, m@/i
\)Qemy‘body Mre }moc!gs Jesa* Uhruh,‘you re fired
on the spot. IAcailed Astwe(aaésa&d.é}ds
16 just what you've got to 4d} that's all that's
going to satisfy Jess¢, If they want Rob
Rennedy to win/they shouldn't be daying anything
about each other anyway. They can say that afber
he's President of the United states/;they Ban
knock each others brains eut@)gut as &f right
now you just got to lay the law dowmn,. Anybody
that's knocking anybody working for Bob Kenredy
gets £irdd." And he did., And that satisfiled
aessn},;ana we fidebthsd any problems after that,
A But/)‘fox axample, they're on a plane going out to

Caliﬁarnia,\and Mankiewlez and Dutton ave telling

i,
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what JasMoblema are. He ian't liked byt
this guy, he isn't liked by that guy. Well,
that became a column. Mary McGrory wrote it
the next day. Well, I happened to have a guy
on the plane that heaxd the mmtim;,)\ao
that's vhat Dutton was about. I called and
said, "Look it, it's Mankiewlicz and it's Button
andzkmtheyﬂcn'tmimm if theybre
vorking for Bob mnmmmy ougm to shut
thetrdmmutha ﬁé'mgmwuwowm
N g o \d G ol lld a@”
with Jesse Unruh in Calif that it

was no problem.

HACKMAN 1 Goinyg back to ﬁm pericd when you were talking

remember considering Ohio or Pennsylvania at a}.l,;\
getting in those preference primarm.?

O'DONNELL3 No. Thay made no WW&M"; get you any
delegates in the firvst place. I think Pennsylvania
was closed. Ohio had such a primary situation

that you just couldn't do it. We had not the time
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or any possibilities., We discuassed one state,
new Jersey,)‘vmich there was a possibility of
£iling slates of del.egate% and they have a
statiyide preference, but it's not bindings

and Ted Kennedy wanted to do it.bfitwas violently
against it, We didn't do it. MeCarthy filed
some slates and won some delegates. None of the
b ig states—< we just hung our hat on California,

Hadymdmanydm:ingwithmyofthe

political people in New Jarﬁe:y,{w_[ |

Ksnnyoranyofﬂmt?‘,amﬂmlixm?

I chogked with all of them. I spent three or
four days with the Governor [Richard J. Hughujz)\
and I saw Mr. Kenny upon half a dozen occasions

MW Wikentz. I spent a lot of

time in New Jersey. We had an agreement with

the organizgation. Firetly, that we would not |
run in the primary,‘vﬁ:iah they appreclated very
mehqemd secondly, that we would halp them in
some places they were runningm f
delegates that wé;xad people in ﬂwre;\'which

we did mhaﬁalctofmcpl&inﬁwd&mey
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/] that we'd be prepared to suggest that they

support the organization candidatm/)gmd we'd .
take our chances with them when the chips
come dovn. And in the final agreement with
the Governor, whe @ayevamy grateful, the Governor
said tixat;'as soon as the California primary
4s mr,s\x am calling a meeting of all of
the delegation and Bobby can coms in and
address them. They can cone out here to the
Mansion and stay as long as you want. I!ll\&o
the same thing for W tmﬁﬂg‘zg £:£.er
erack at them.” We would have got New Jersey.
We had MElw Joxrsey.

What about I’emsylvania?z know you talked to

{Games H. 1) Tate and (Foseph M.) Barr &
G.»u:\ \.l) L“\élvﬁ\ Ciuux. CLuA —QA\L%L\\T.& ,L\f?
Well, we had a hell of a fight in Pemnsylvania

I talked to Tate the day after Johnson withdrew.
Tate was mad at Bob Kennedy and Ted Kennedy
because when he was running for myur4ha agked
ttwmtomwinandcmignforhm/pndtw
both refuead@im gt@y)fl@adly?m one of the
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Kennedys said, “He’'s going to get licked, so therefore..” Now
Tate told me this himself. He and I are great friends. He said,
“That’s the last thing in the world when a guy says, ‘I'm not
going to go in there. He’'s going to get licked.’ I wouldn’t have
been asking if I was going to win, I was like that and that’s
why I needed him. I don’t need him if I'm going to win. I
wouldn’t have called. That’s not the way his brother used to do
it.” And then he had labor problems, Tate. Tate is a very
particular fellow anyway. The day Bobby was up there-I went up
to see Tate before Bobby came up to speak—and he couldn’t have
been friendlier. I have not made any commitments. I'm committed
to Johnson and Johnson withdrew. And he said, “I don’t have a
commitment now.” As a matter of fact, he placed the call to Matt
McCloskey in his office, and I talked to Matt on the phone, and
Matt said, “I don’t think Bobby had any trouble now. We’'re all
set.” He ended up voting
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for Humphrey, I might add. I talked to Joe Barr,
and Joe Barr said, "I have a commitment to Johnson,
firm., I wouldn't break it under any circumstances
whatsoever." No? Johniagﬁwas then a candidate.
When I talked tdééé%fﬁéﬁfhﬁshnson was a candidate,
w”«m«4?£%§ he 8aid, "I'm uncommitted. I have made no
decision whatsoever. You know where my sympathies
lie, but I got problems." So I talked to all of
them in Pennsylvania.;%ihen the Humphrey people
- made a decision that they had to lock up. We
were making serious inroads in these delegations,
and they were frightened stiff because they think
we have some magical solution, which is a lot of
malarkey, that Bobby was going to win the pré-
maries. All I ever said to these guys, I said,
"Look, I don't want any commitments from you
because if Bobby gets beaten, I don't want you to
be for him, You're not going to be for him, I
don't want you to be in a position where you've
got to break a commitment to me. At the end of

the California primary, I'm going to come back,



and the candidate's coming back too end
tmnw‘;a";;gaim to ask you for a mmmf\
but not until after the primary is over.

All we ask of you is don't get coummitted to
anybody that you've going to have to break
your word to him at some point.” That was very
satisfactory to them because they had the bast
of all worlds with that line of reasoning. )
Humphrey saw thap\too. So they dmmﬁfb
got to c¢rack this commitment thing wide open
B0 that preffipitated the crash program in
Pennsylvania. AHfig)wes the chief mover in this
for them.@iay called aawqu,)zi;:w I was tipped
off at every single move they made because the
/céimnofmahmswm Committee was for
us, Pete O'Grady and Pete had links into the
Pennsylvania delegates. S fnlmew every move
they were making in Pennsylvania/and I hed the
signal when they had the signal. This is where
they're doing to make their move. S0 we had about
ten guys workigy in Pennsylvania)Ben Shith,

Jim Bmith, Dave Mazzone, @harlie Glynn. We had
done a lot of work with them on an individual
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basi%ge talked to all the delegates so
that when the crunch came. . « « Teddy
talked to every one of them. Teddy went up
to speak at their meeting at the Democratic
State Committee. Their position was'== Atle)
was standing around mn-‘-:%heix position
was that it didn't mean anything. Now we were
taking a pgpchologiwval gambit on the thing)
number ongyyou got the Presidents, lou've got
George Meany,and you've got the Steel Workers
in Pennsylvania@ghey've got Joe Barr right
by the ear%and Joe is in tears. He did not
want to make a commitment. Tate was impossible.
Onc;;x;g g%t%his back ug. you can't move him
anywa%\and he saw a chance to mbagass Bill
Greenpdf you want my opinio%\because Bill vg;s
going to be the only delegate for Kennedy, We
went up thergs\aml I got .Joe Barp, and Joe Barr
and Teddy and I sat down; _g__hen I sat down
with Joe and his wide and myselg\and we dr.
all night longrand I couldn't shake him, é just

kept sayingy;ii_t‘s not a commitment. We're just




710

saying as of vright nm@lé__nd he aai%‘\g_hat's

what I'm going to aay.”l said, "That's

what I'm going to say that you said to M
has of right now.” He said, "That's all I'm
saying’;ha of right now.this is what the
delegation would d@gut it ien't right nowy

and as of Californiawe may change our mind

(%gj rough’ He pmactically punched Milton
el ] 2 1
Sé:hap%\and I'm standing A there and he wouldn't

' et d
speakt.omaﬁendzvekmhimforalmg

he wouldn't speaX to me. Al Barkan was running
away air:t; /xge but. they really gave it to these
gxgéﬂ.,\m 'ggaey. Teddy talked to Bob Casesft. He
had gone up and spoken for Bob Caae%\and I got
some contributions for Bob Casey when he was
running for @overnor last time. plrst he said
vegnand then A@e) called him and said, “You ever
vant to run for @évernor in Pennsylvanig,pal/
you'd better vote for Humphrey. You oan turn

around and vote for Kennedy in Sufust if you
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wank but as of right now,s\)\(ou're going to

vote for Humphrey or you're through.”lHe told
-

Milt S¢happ while I was standing there, "You'll

AL AG AN
never run for office in this stat as long
54)4.'2//\ /]

as you J:g._ve.” m&&é’ we were just saying, "Vote

uncommi iy ell%\we got the McCarthy mpl%\

and we formed an alliance with the McCarthy

people. They were damn good peopleS\and we

put them in téght together. Very interesting

point. We're going into the meeting. We had a

at tet%*clock

meeting that morning with =« McCarthy had Z/

&

e
4 ARt Lo ALA A
about seventeen or eighteen delegatessso -~

s

HACKMAN: This is Edward Kennedy and yourself.

O'DOMNNELL: No, he was not there then. He'd gone back to
Washington. The night before he'd talked to thems
and this day he was callingibut they're now
going into caucugs\and we had the McCarthy people
there with us,and we said, "Look it:)\you guys
can take the keadership., We don't care what
you dg_&mt don't vote for MeCarthy, Ezst vote

_*/M,—/,
uncommitted, We know fou're MeCarthy peoples;
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‘/;:JL W
Just join“together with our groum g__fd

vhat few we hads\mxich were not very many&
were prepared to go along with us. They were
very reasonable.biiheh were an awful good group
of guyp and we got them all lined up, amé-I
walked out the éoop_)\and I was standing in the
@ridor about &hehour before the mating,‘&nd
we had a joint press conference mysSli—and

self and
the head &f the McCarthy gx'w;“ e
was Medmum

thin@gut mwa%\m came over to

@ and said, "I have to talk to you for ;%/

minute. I got to renege on the promise.” He had

just gotten a call from Tag\a aﬁ’r I\m

gotten a call from Gene McCarthy who had gotten

a call from Clark Clifford. I gather this is
sequence of it&!tch always proved to me that

Tom Finney was working for Lyndon /{qhnson and

not against Bobby Kennedy as everyan%lae was.

I talked him out of it anyway. He was almost

crying_/:\ghia guy. This was his boss he got the
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call from as far as he knew. He clearly told
him it was from Gene mcmn;@;m they were
all upset;, 8o finally it reached the point
vhere he couldn't get all his guys to go
along with himyso he dedided he'd better go
along with %m they didn't do it anyway.
But that was the clearest signal that we had

right off the bat of what Tom Finney was doing,
80 anyway they wmdinﬁo%&w had a hell of a
time with tbag@{ut/ they rammed it through
anyway. But actually they didn't do very well
because a lot of guys stayed hamed J£ you added
the thing upy but the press was very bad., Our
psycholégical thing was they were trying to get
the unit rulgwhich we defeated, The fact is you
couldn‘t have i ét's illegal under Pennsylvania
lm}\m none of the reporters knew that, That's
fhat I told the:g\ we won a great u}ctory because

/:« p ey ottt

we defeated the unit ruleﬂa?hey tried to impose

~—/’€9 on t%and they all buy it/\they ﬁon’t bother

to check the constitution. Only about ﬁuty or

é O
simiy pe:/cent of the delegates even showed up.
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Most of them were scared. They'd like to be

for Kenmd)g\but they're not about €0, « +

'QLAII the delegates I talked to were turning
the same thing,I said, "What good is it to you.
You're just crazy. You're going to get us mad.
You're going to be for us in August anyway
because Bobby's going to win all the primaries.
Why go thr(mghfthis routine now.," thought
about that through the eveningsand in the
morning they all had the story all lined upy,
(Joseph J.J Joe-Joe Lawler and all these old
Rennedy guys say, "Lookiit, Kenny, you're
absolutely right. It doesn't mean a gofdamn

e o

thing. We're just going to go in there and-iels
fake? Me'll give them a vote WE&
August it'll be a different ball game. You're
absolutely right.&th.ts means pbthing.” It didn't
mean anything_\mt it did give them a good story

in the newspaper. They ¢ams out of that withes—

Bobby was all upset about ig@{‘;id. "Welll
get them back. We'll get them back if you win
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in califom.éa?c}ause they only want to wing
and nobody thinks Hubert can win,” sut anyway,
now they start the same thing in Ohig;go ve
mvd#irst in Ohio. We causused the delegation.
Wle had some pretty good strenghh in Ohio.

We had the Auto Worke:wfg _you seqﬁ\thsre‘a/n
Auto Workers in Eannsylvani@that's where they

killed us because the Steel Workers can kill

gpui\ they run the An-ncxof\nd there's only

omy Auto Worker localyand we got him. But now

Workergyand the Auto Workers got a lot of members
in the Ohio areg; 8O we I;;;mwcallea a meeting
down in Columbus that Bobby came to. After
Pennsylvanig, I sald, "I'11 be frank with you.
There's no better f£riends shet I've got than

Joe Barr and I mn't move them, You know the fact
is they don't ;eveum you. They never met you
in their life_s\ana,\all the stuff about the
ruthlesg arrogant Bably Kennedy who is a great
Democratic leader and who whipped people around s
e never met any of them, They think Teddy's



a goadtfghfow and they think I'm & good
felloyybut I'm not going to be President and
Teddy's not going to be President, Youlle
going to be Presidentiand there's no substitute
for you meeting them, Now we can wait a little
v}dlg\hut Ohio we must stop right now. The
Hew Jersey people are starting to shalkeyand
they're all related to one another and they
slip across those borders together pretty good,”
g'é’:cn»:a get up a meeting in Columbus that he flew
into and ¥hs about three hours late and I mmst
have called him nineteen times, I said, “Bobby,
I know you're getting great ar%mﬁ I don't
know how many times I've tried to impress on vou
it doesn't impress one single delegate. You're
begging them to vote for you. They don't carve
how many crowds you get. They want to know—hﬁﬂ'éﬁv/w
you can win the election and vhat kind of a
guy you argsand as of right nm%\t.my_ don’t like
ym@gnd don't be late because they think they're
“Ring for a Day(& now for god's sake arrive on
time." And I ¢alled Dutton twenty-five times.
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well, we have the meeting down in cohmhusd\
and I talked to Bobby the day before again,
"Please get here on ‘t.ime if you have to cancel
anything else in the world. You're talking
2 el .
to one hundradA forty-five delegates.” 5o
: ]
the maetmgs\and th%:;:z s a little dvinking going
A
on at the meeting)and I get up and géve a
speach,and Bobby's arrived right on time. He's
proud as a peacock. He called up and said, "I'm
here.afi'm five minutea ﬁus the mayor
Vg P &"3"
wsﬁgﬁgv:wbwy was «65'~/right on time, Well, we
sat thereé\and we sat there‘g\and the delegates—
I have to shut the bar off three times because
I figure by the time he gets hare they're all
A ftenrte
going to be drun)g\arﬁ we've wasted out timeo,
and they're getting madder by the minuts.,
But they staye%wmc:h is a veryb, very interestig
sign. I made seven speeches, I don't know
what I said yetybut I kept going up every five
m inutes ané say, "He'll be here in a few minutes) ’

A

and let me tell vou a story about the time we
ML,
went to Parig§ I don't know what I saidjbut they'®e
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preéty good. And he arrived. They're sullen
but not mutinous. S0 he finally got 1n"'i“.m9;.
m Ry I&J e 'Afj
He got this fantastic crowd, Bart Porter, o 2r ,/o%
the ehakiman from Clevelandjwas with him,and
he said, "I've never seen anything like it in
my life. They alwost all got killed."
This is the motorcade, He'd come in in the

motorcade.

Yesh, and they came throughf the black section
of tow%\and I guess it was something else. You
could hw%”?w gn hour. Dut any@ay, M‘m
mad but notee they kind of like big crowds too.
It had a little draw for them., 80 he came in(;\
nobody knows him, They don't know Bobby Kenrmly/x

JPRey never met Bobby Kennedy in their vhole ufe/_},‘

Ahe Governor might know hin;s\wd the Senator

might know himpbut they all knew Jack Kennedy,
He shook hands with every one of them f£ifteen
times@w_ghis is part of why they're mad, 8o
he got up to speak and he gave them my l.in@

\\
I'm not here to get a commitment from you,”
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And I didn't tell him either--I never said
one word to him, He made the best damn speech
-
I*ee ever hearﬁﬁ}n my life to delegatesﬁ hard-
s 2 =
bitten, tough 1 gnyaAand they were so taken
aback that he didn't come on:“t:/ong and that they
)3 /
heard all this bad reputationssfiére's this nicel
y "

looking young fellow gets up and says, Lookgéf
I were you fellowgﬂg'd be doing just what you're
doing. 1'd stay uncommié:&. Bob Kennedy may go

Ao X
out to California and get murdere@‘gnﬂ I wouldnlt
want your vote., If I can't be elected President
of the United 8tate§§s don't want you to vote
for mgggnd if I can't win in Californigg; can't
be elected President of the United States. All

P A

I'm here for is just to ask you €8. please wait
and give me a chance to talk to each one of you
individually and tell you what I'm going to do
if I'm President and the things I want to dee
I'm and organization guy regardless of what you've
been reading in the paper." And they loved it;

they loved it. He changed that. So now we had
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each delegation meet in a separate room,by
eountggmﬂ he spoke individually to every one

of them, They stayed till ﬁgu or fcir o'clock
in the Mnb\%\m nobody left. They were
waiting around. He'd go in one room for fifteen—-
that's when I knew he was gney’d walt
aroundd and wait armn%nﬂ thay weren't complaining,
They camplain about what day today is usually.
They ntayadé\anﬂ he talked to them;.\m he 4id a
hell of a job dath them. xnaiviauauyAeho&
han.é;;iwery ?ne of them and discussed the issues
with them and the labor stuff with them. They
asked question%\ana he was ae patient a8, « « »

i:i\
}’m the next morning we had breakfast with tmé\

here™s 1@8& 'd be
t _ tion : \
and s no ques Hhere no commitment
from the Ghib de}egatien. Of mm&m key to
Ohio that t?mywara all concerned about i m: P
(,) SO the n ming I got the mttman of the
A M%&ww a tough guy hut,\a pretty

good friend of mine\\and he and Bobby sat dmmé\
and ha cami;,id himself to Bobby right then and
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7}t‘.her:q.&mich meant they can't have any caugugy

He will not go for a causugpand the ?{uimn
of the State Committee won't go for a caucus)
%therefore&here is no caucus. But he did
a readly beautiful political job. He'd come

80 far I couldn't believe my eyes.

Come so far from when?
Lot —
I'd seen hi.uh as a politiciand) «v

THa contrast to his performance in '60 is great.

He was his brother. He was as loose as a goose.
He knew just what they wanted to hsar and he

acted like he loved hei.ng there. Bobby had

4

always been impat couldnit get fa
viﬁ):é»zwua h% ?M fh “ %
enough to go smevmere elseﬂaé-ghey

don't want to stay and hang around with them--
who do you think you are? The Kennedys are
Wl st

wealthy and rich powerful peoylg\so going
to say/)\"ﬂe's an arrogant snob@y Thay don't care

Ny
whaether Kag O'DOHNEL1 stays; they ‘gxwt as soon
get rid of you because they want to go scm;?&:lacaa)

but they care whether a Kennedy stays,and he
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sensed iy and he just played it beautifully.
_be went to breakfast the next morning,and
he sat around and chatted and signed
autographs. The women just went Q-g;fwor
him-- the women delegates. They were unanimous>
all the old ppos were just taken aback,/that
. was not Bob*:l(ennedyg\‘mﬁt's not the fuy they
read aboui, this arrogant ruthless fellow.
He wasn't arrogant. All they kept saying=-
"He's just 1khe Jack), He turned them all
around, which is vhat he would have done with
the rest of these. . . « These fellows didn’'t
know him and had not met himsand they even
thought they had met him because they read so
mich about it in the paper about how he was
a great political organizer. They almost think

ﬂmyhadmthimgﬂmthewasano-gwdm\gm
) 3

nw,\they £ind haa is just like Jack Kennedy.
T 5
%naxtmrninghesatdwn@ Bert

A I »/

Portepyand Bert Porter = coldx\tmxghm@f
/ )

says, "Great, everything's wonderful.” He
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stayed around. He and I had a big argument
about being late foé//éﬁmﬁwszgjan‘ Talking
about the crowds he said, "the crowds influence
then} amd I said, "They do pot, They don't
influeme them at the prin@/d;/ you think
Dick Daley would sit around and wait for
you while you get on dBvith a few crwds'.?
You'vre just in a totally different ball game,

I don't care what you do in Oregon or Indiana
but when you're dealing with these guysj\they
think they're pretty importent fellows-an®
it just so happens that they were prepared to
stay overnight tonight because we had a
breakfast for tham the next mrningﬁ,but iz

they had mta\if they were going ham,, I mean
you live in c:!,.evelanar\ym can't be hanging around
Columbus till theee or m o'alock in the
morhing, You're going to get killed on the
highways.” S0 I finally got throughtio him.
Dutton was thersyand Fred s:ﬁ" I can't talk
him out of it. You're the only one that can

talk him out of it." He loved the cmwdad\arxl
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I think for the first time Bobby was

becoming his own guy. These wrowds came to

see Bob gennedy not Jack Kennedy's hroumrs\
and they did something to h.i.ms\as they do to
any candidate. They exhilarated himy@s — A\
tharefor%\he wanted to do ifybut the fact is
in this league he can't do it., The gonvention's
the gmverrtiox%\and after that you've got the
other.,

You said he was talkSng to these people both
in PennsyX%vania and Chio when he was trying

0 Teep tie EHONLUEE seying Abet’ BU2L be
back if I win Caliﬁornia;,@ras he saying dpenly

¢

that he'd have to win all the primaries. Haw

much did Oregon unglus things here?

Oregon didnjt unglue much, no, no. He didn't
say all the primaries, I think he théught

he was going to win all the primaries. I
thought he was going to win all the primaries,
Put I think the average guy that I'm talking
bBbout doesn't really look at Oregon as much
of a bell \’@nhe:;g;a;rﬁ; looks at California,
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vhich has got an ethnic mix and a ].abcr;
industridl miypand it's Kifi of like Bim.
California meant something to him, Indiana
meant a little bit to him but not a lot bacause
he doesn't construe Indiana as being the
United States of Americasand most of your
prmfieaggnfonunatalyé\mm run in places
that, « « « How MNebraska impressed them
because they say, "Well d\thad;‘a —qmmwstant
not 1kbokd gwteﬁorqs\tn the farm belt Bobby
Kennedy does verJ\\mll.” It impresses them

more than :.t ‘ought to. Bouth Dakota would
impress tmfg ;auae they say, "Wellé\he can

win not just with the big Catholic labor unions
and blacks, He's winning out there where
they're 99 pertent vﬁxitaaf})wrefmwm's got

a pull there." If he won big in California,
it sdtt of put it together. He's a strong
candidate,

Barly in Ohio there was qufte a bit of open

support. Stephen Toung was committed early



-126-

Oral history with Kenneth O’Donnell, 4/3/69

[page 126]

O’ DONNELL:

and then backed off. Can you remember how that
came about? And Michael V. DiSalle. Was the
Young thing important when he backed off, I
believe after he made a commitment.

No. The fact of the matter is that the Young
thing really was over John Glenn. Steve is a very
difficult fellow at best, and I think he thinks
he got himself in there too fast. I talked to him
after that. Teddy talked to him after that. He
didn’t mean anything, and he doesn’t mean
anything, in the complex of Ohio politics. But I
gather John Glenn had gone in there to make a
speech, and Steve saw him, then he remembered
back, and he thought the Kennedys were supporting
John Glenn against him last time, so he got mad
and decided he’d change his mind. He didn’t
affect the.. We held Ohio pretty well together.
I'd say if they had sat down, we’d probably split
the delegation. We didn’t have

[continued on page 128]



Young. SO then I have to go in and patch
up the fight he had between the— because

} "'./)

o P e l/;},,,v_ )5‘/ 7 Vp@‘,(a/

P

meet, 78 and they started a heck of a fight,
It took us two weeks to get that ene
straightened out. But Mike, you know, you

go out to the Governpr's ccmferenc%\for
exampla_s\weu@@ike Disalge is a help.

All governors like each other and all got the
same prcblezgs\and he's got a title better than
mgg\and Mike and I togethar go pretty good.
He can gét me into a lot of places I can‘t
get in. Icanaommthiug,\ vwhen I

get thergobut he's very widely respected by
other governorgpand if you've held political
offiegj\pwp&e vho hold it and wore involved in
it rather admire you. Back home you might be
a paria}\y)\mt ocut in St, Iuois pretty good

stuff.



O'DOMNELLs
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What about this guy (Howard) Metzenbaum

fay -
Mgetting a lot of publicity at the time
as an early Kennady guy. Did you spend much

time with him?

Yeah, he's got the same problem Mike's got.
For every £rian6ﬁ\he’s got nine enemies. And
Howard's one of those guys he loves to be

in the newspaper. He's the kind of guy you

like to have with you because he's got a little

st.mngth\mt for evefy guy he wins\he loses
three of them. S0 you just got to keep Howard
dampened down. Now Howard would call Ted
Sorensen at the%oﬂ & hatyeo I used to
leave him with Ted Soresean. "You keep your
communication.and I'11l stay with the pros.”
Well, Be thought I didn't like him.and I
fipally got him straightened out. Howard, you
can'k keep him quietphe gets in that paper
and he just, . » » BUL you have a million
self-anmounced leaders and afaarv}aﬂmile they

don't pay any atwmiww



HACKMAN 3

O'DONNELL:

] 30

What about [JOhn J.) Gilligan and the people
around him. Much cooperation there?

Oh, yeahhbut they had their own fight and th
a matter of factc@illigan in this kind of a
contest is not much of a factor., He doesn't
have any particular dtrength, And he wanted to
ctay away from ug)and we ﬁ;é/no interest. We .

knew he was for uséyand voudd do vhatever they

could for us.

e —————
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