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Papers of John F. Kennedy 

Presidential Recordings 

Dictabelts 

Dictabelt XXB 

[Begins poorly, with voices fading in and out, only snatches clear; then there 
are a few clear places.] 

Conversation #5: Voices in Office 

Voice: You know, Life

Voice: Another thing that Hank Suydam [fades] . . . if they can't do films to do the 
drawings. 

 magazine is turning itself inside out between now and the 
time . . . [fades] . . . They want the film. [fades; unintelligible] 

President [?]: That's right. We hope to be able to film [fades] . . . 

Voice: I talked to their man Hoolihan, and I also talked to Suydam about NewYork. 
And he said it can't help but be all-out favorable. The guy that's editing this 
issue is an admirer of yours, for one thing, and this has been their policy. But I 
didn't try to fill it in very much 'cause I didn't know Hoolihan. I didn't know 
how much to give him. [fades] He's a good writer, and he's [other voices 
interrupt and override; unintelligible] . . . I acted like I never heard [fades] 
Tuesday, to, you know, Sunday--Monday morning. 

President: Yeah. 

Voice: What he needs is the [?] process. If he didn't bug any of the tough questions, 
they're just accepting what--what's going on. The only question he raised that I 
knew nothing about was the Al Friendly thing. [Fades and mumbles] . . . 

[Some words are intelligible in here, but not enough to string together] 

Voice: . . . I think Mac--If you wanted to have a fuller story [fades] . . . let Mac do it. 

Voice: Right. That's what I think, [fades] . . . tell Mac. . . . 'Course, Time magazine'll 
be scurrying around . . . [fades] . . . 
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[long pause] [telephone rings]  

[President appears to be dictating] 

President: . . . however, it does seem to me . . . regrettable . . . that on so few occasions 
that--No, no.--it does seem to me regrettable, comma, in view of my, uh, 
persistent support . . . of the concept of national independence and sovereignty 
. . . in Africa . . . the [?] countries of Africa . . . as well as my long interest in 
Ghana, comma, that Ghana finds itself unable to support on so few occasions 
the positions taken by the United States in the U.N.--the United Nations . . . 

[phone rings] 

President: . . . [unintelligible] . . . experience this . . . state of disappointment . . . I 
believe that Governor Williams' remarks [phone rings] were intended, 
comma, not as a, uh . . . 

Mrs. Lincoln: [in background, answering phone] Hello. 

President: . . . accusation, comma, but as a reflection of our, uh . . . disappointment and 
concern . . . I hope that you will [fades] . . . I shall look forward to seeing you 
in the not too distant future. 

[Evelyn Lincoln and President exchange words too faded to hear clearly.] 

Mrs. Lincoln: Here's a letter from [unintelligible] 

President: For whom? 

Mrs. Lincoln: Me. 

President: . . . [unintelligible] . . . McCone? 
 

Mrs. Lincoln: O.K. 

President:              [well off in distance] Hello? 

Mrs. Lincoln: The President would like to speak to General Lucius Clay. 

[office noises] 
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[pause] 

[recording ends] 




