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EDITED DRAFT TRANSCRIPT 

The following is a copy of a draft transcript prepared by 
Kennedy Library transcribers from the tape of the interview. 
Kennedy Library staff members then listened to the tape 
while reading the transcript and made editorial changes in 
the transcript to make the transcript as close to a verbatim 
transcript of what is said on the tape as possible. 

A copy of the edited draft transcript was then sent to the 
interviewee to make any changes or additions he or she felt 
were necessary. The interviewee then returned the edited 
draft to the Library. 

Some interviewees felt no changes were necessary, some 
interviewees did not return edited transcripts, and some 
interviewees died before they had an opportunity to edit the 
draft transcripts. In these cases, the Library has used the 
draft transcript it had sent the interviewee in the first 
place. 

Past Library practice has been to then retype the interview 
transcripts. In the years since the Library's oral history 
program began in 1964, it has become apparent that many 
interview transcripts remain closed while they await 
retyping. With no re so urces available to get the draft 
transcripts r e typed, the Library has decided to use these 
draft transcripts as reference copies until resources are 
available to have the transcripts retyped. 

Editorial symbols used in the transcripts include: 

cf remove 

- capitalize -
v pull together 

I lower case 

.. . • • trail off 

0 • . ~ interruption 

A addition 

0 period 

Library staff would be happy to answer any questions you 
might have about this transcript. 
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Oral Hi story Interview 

with · 

AARON HE~TRY 

Ma y 7, 1 9 69 
Clarksdaie, Mississippi 

.· 
By Denn~s J. O'Brien 

,_ 

For the John .F. Kennedy Library 

-. 

Well, when was the first time you met 

President Kennedy? 
., 

In 1962 or ; l96~ ~ou'd have to check 

that outj~~ jt's the year that the 
[.. ~ ~li~ . . . \ , ·· -.·.cr;c,·l ; · r, ~~ ·. ·L\ ... ,.';.: .. •h " co. ,, .. , , 

NAACP -1 Conve ntion met in wash ington. ' ' c> l ~· , ,. ~,: 

I've just forgotten the e xact year 

but it wa s one of t h ose two y e ars. I 

know qe was killed the following year 

V' 
in November. We had· visits with himi(0 

-.. 
.. 
: 

• ... . , • . ..... 1• • • • . ,.,.. , , • ~· ' ""'~ 1., • •· ·r ·,,.. ·• ¥ ••; •·• 4'\#A ,:_. 

'':,. ' , oi 0 

r~:: .. • 

·' • . ... . 

.. . 

... 

... .... 

"'I t.. IC I ' . ··: .. 
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O'BRIEN\ 

HENRY; 

.· 

[~,-~ .. -. r ... ~-. ·:,..f 
head o£ ~he Commu~ity Action,;-nterest in 

" I 

02.01 [office of Economic Opportunity]. 
c./- . 1 I . ·"'c. ~ 

1 That • s Robert Simmons there, hi..s now over 
-,. v ' .. ~i ~~ .

at the Civil Rights Compliance ,. That's 
I 

.... . -
\,.o<l l' 0\ ~,__ 

James Blake, who is the ~overty 1Progr~ /1 • 

in New York State. This is 
·~ 

. ~· I 

of ,ap· ~bo11f !"lagazine here . . 

a reporter 
.. esc.· .~· ()h_ \-\ .J 

That's,Bob . . . \ 
Bro:m who., a't that time was jresident of I 

~J- r.r. • .: f ..; 
ther.State Conference of South Carolina/ (nhJ 

CL. \-t . J ; 
r;. • " • 

~-AHol~an who was/~es~dent of the 
'·· 

State Conference of Illinois • . This is 

largely a S·tate Conference of field 

..:..~;~j~~ . session~ith tre President 
0 v 

. r .. -
and1,~,r say, ·I think that it must have 

been '62. 
·I 

Did you have much chance to talk to him 

about politics in Mississippi at that 

time? 
... .. 
. , 

,\I " · 
Well

1 
yes.~ 'The Mississippi delegation 

( 
;' 0. v. <"\ \ r , ; C..~ _.,.- • 1.---

was given p;riyate ~-i-e-nt. with hirn0~~d-/ 

•' .· . . 

, . . 

. __ _ ....... ) · .. -~...,--------------------



O'BRIEN: 

HENRY: 

\ 

. ,. .. ... . .. . 

we \vcrc largely concerned with the 

fuct that something like twelve to 
•. 

• \ V I 

fifteen thousand black people ~fth),~the 
•...1-

. ~./---/ 
state were able to~ participate in 

politics. I~ was largely the will of 

the white pO\~er structure of the various 

communities that dictated whether or not 

blacks were able to participate in the 

political .er~,_.~ ~e- ~~en talk.ed _about 

J_;_d~~~~--~~gj.~la~~.(~t that time 1 to 
~- ..,....!- -1'."\ ""': 'I! U 1 \ 1 . 

come back; =11 of which he was 
·-:..:-:.( . . ·- -- -

I ~~ • 

highly in fav,or ~~all along. 
)-... 

-3-

What kind of :legislation were you talking 

about at tha~ point? 

We were talking about actually what 

~yndo~~ f~~~{-~~-J]got passed 
1 
the-f~~t:;L '-'cbv--0 

tights ~ct o~ 1965, which Kennedy was 

for as far back as 1962 but was not . .._,/ 
~.. r, .• 

able to get t;i.t) by the committee'''s 
-..;:: __,. '--

and through £Ongress because of the 1 o..·,c::--._.. ~..;.--C· · \' 

. •. ... ..... .... -. .. , • r . .. •• 

... 
'' ·. ,_ 

.... ,; .,, .,, ..... 
, . ... 

. J 
, ., '!"'' • ·.":"' ; ~ 

~--------.._ ..... _________ ' 



O'BRIEN: 

HENRY: 

' 

-~ -

. . c.- 0 ,\ \-../ • 

~ffai~ . added to.~ [In t e rrup tionJ -.... -- . 

Did you t a lk , to him at that point about 
I 

your own organization in Mississippi and 

in Mississip~i politics? 
(· ! ... \ L.t \ I 

No, not in terms of a ~hovehistic seance. 

we· talked la:;-gely about the problem that was 

there and that denied a section of the 

population o~ the state the right to 

Vote. we did not get into whether we 
') 

were concerned witn the Democratic Party, 

I 
the Republican Party or anY,other sector 

(\t~=- ~· \ ) ~ . , 
o~ -- -~li~-~enist~:c politicsj_1~ felt the 

problem was bigger than that. Whether 
.· 

the guy want~d to register as a Republican 

or as a Democrat or what ev~r. (l_o':l~ ·!.w~ntcd 
'0 , . \ J t \ t . 

to registe r a~~ The fact that he didn't 

have the rig~t to register
1

and the fact 

' that he had to pay a poll tax in order 
'. • 

to register,' the fact that he had to pay -
... 



--

»t QU> 

a poll tax in 0rder to vote, not to · 
(\ ~ \ . . . 

rcgi ster but t:o vote ;-0
"' 1o~1 h~~P ·pass a 

:;: 
voter registration test that required 

... . ,. ' 
of every guy ··r~gistered to be able to 

-5-

interpret -~- (th'e/~~~\ion of the ;:onsti tu-
..; ,,,· .. 

tion~the Stat~ · of Mississippi to the 

satisfaction of the circuit clerk . It 

wasn't a question of whether the guy was 

right or wrong, but that he satisfied the 

clerk . You didn't know what sectio n of .. 

the _.c~nsti tution you were going to get 

until you walked into the man's office and 
.:;- . 1 I . ' -~- I r \ I , 

• I • I - .I II " ' 
J~~.-t: ou!;) like tl(e register. l/So.) when you've 

had these kind,s of obstacles to overcome1 

you became pre~ty much a victim of this 

structureless system~ only thos:_:eople 

that the system wanted registeredj. got 
L,.iL 'I .... .: .: . • 

registered.!- A·§] this is pretty much 
. :~ .. :.--l· ·\ \ '·.··· 

the way it was ·~, Of course
1 
also \t~~9J. ',\we 

G ....... .. 

. · 
,. 

O<AOSiWI - 42 ' H"""' 
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were compl~ining about the segregation~hat .., 

--:.: .~,yailed in public transportation<..,a s you .. v-:=. 

recall we we~e in the year of '62 or 3j 
(<1<>::: I j"le had the ,freedom -~·io-t.-s- lead by James 

Farmer that carne into the state and.J of 
• 0 • • 

course we ''"i \ ''-i ' ... k,-,.~ (·· 1 ·' -... ·; •. • • ~ 
) . . -

'I . 

' -. (i ; ~,,o 

;The public .- ~ccornrnodations situations as 

~ . 
far ~ - :·.ot~ls and restaurants were concerned._!) 

' ( 

!/~rankly) th~·. year before must have been 

" ' 62 o?-. '61 • We met in Atlanta and '----- . ·-:.- -

. , I --1-/o ..-1, ,.-. ·,.:,r..:.-:.:,.-:.-, ·'- u 1I be~vel\ was the key,....note 

speaker for the convention and there 

wasn't a hotel in town that would rent 

I 

him a room. we1 o~bourse 1 pic~eted all the .. 
hotels in Atianta and uscd ~t as a slogar.G0 

(f..h'~'l ~he Vi.ce President 
c:y . y,_. 

to Atlanta .and Aeouldn't 

of the world carne 

,, . . 
get a bed. These 

were sdme of the things of drama that 

' ·: 

.. 
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1./ 

we used to plea! ~ ~case. 4 So we were .· """'-

-7-

large~y concerned a~ the time that we 

met with him '~as with the question of the 

noncomplia~cc of the school system with the 

1954 Schoo+; Desegregation pill which was 

a~echo of the Supreme Court which we 

felt WaS 1 0. r,.;... ,~, ·C• '- ' •":," \- -f-<> i ~· 1-A-\ 

I ~·/ 
rhe voter~~:egistration aspect, as 

. 
well as th~ continued dehumanization of 

persons 

refusal 

l \ ,\C 1...:.. 
who were (abid~Aby ·. ~ 

' .( 
of th~~. right to 

. -::.7 

-1- \.v.il'" 
the.~ constant 

eat in restaurants/ 

at a hotel or"(eith"er· 
/ ~--

in a service station. 

Certainly many black people had to 
!~r ... ~r.~ . ....:. ··""\ t ~, , J .) l .. \ .. 1. , .. , " ... - \ ' ' "·-

travel throughout the state without having 
A. 

the opportunity to usc a rest'room. 
' . ~ 

They'd stop at the eide of the roa~ 
'· 
' ~orne highway patrolman or local policeman 

would arres't you for indecent ·---·;;;:... 



.. 

'--1 
I 
I 

O'BRIEN: 

HE~'"RY: 

.. 

.. . 
How about Robert Ke nnedy/ 

Robert Kennedy this time? 

d'id you meet 
I 

vLet's see0 ~ol I don't think Bobby was 

--
around at thi,s particular tim·'t:> r;hen I 

first recall ··meeting Bobby / ";;,as in 1964. 
• 1:1 

• ,) .)(1:: 
I prooabl~h~d met him prior~hen1 but 

· ,...c'ov ·. ·. , r e>c·.l , ,. .. . 
the first; opportunity of exploration 

with him came: as a result ~d: the murder 

' 
of the three ··young fellows down in·· 

r;,·. : . _;, .J . 
- ool~ '\ , . I 

Philadelphia".: {of'course 1 beside" the 
, , . I 

fact that we were highly involved in 

this and did much of the recruiting 

"/ . 

- 9 -

nationwide tq get the kid''-s in.·' Frankly 
r- '· .... ~\ I G..Y ~ .t \\'> ;· •. \ 0 ._,' 

one of the boy~/Andy Goodman from 
·. 1\ . 

New York) I pcrson~~l~ broug~t him from 

his' mother1s h'ouse and the only night 

·•· . I . . . . . 
he spent ali~e ~nM~ss~ss~pp~ was ~n 

I 

my house0 a nd). I shippe.d him to Ho ,~,0~~ ' ' 
~ . 

-~ 

the next day and th~n he was assigned 
1\. ;:. 

I • • 

to •... Hv.. ,-1 J ,a.v: was an assignment s1:.ation0 

~~e want ;n ovar to Phiiadelphia _, .. .... . 
..·· 

,· 

·.· 

.............. -..,,..., __ ....., ________________ _ 
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\ j , 1 " '" ().\"'-! "": I ' 

·- ... .. '... . . -L ;\ ' . ~ ·. . ' .. ·: ' ' . \ • ',' I ' 

. '\ . p.r1sL-G.Qo~ to inve stiga te 
·~. n .,, . 

~his burn~ng churc~~on the way back 
. .. 

they we re arrested and perhaps murdered 
/ 

sometime during .. ~he night. 
v 

wey t]1.e 

NAACP had .been called into session 
, I 

~d--I~~o-;;/j.fe dismissed the con-

vention a~d went into Washington for 

a demonstration against the Justice 

De partment- because we felt that the 
•, 

FBI (Fede~~l Bureau of Investigation] 
\,.,.- , .. ~ . .. C' - ' • I I I . ·, l, - ,c, .... .,... ...... ~ r. ,,.-:-=' .:..·· 

was,\ to some degreer-\respon'~ible for 

what had h~ppene~~nce the 

kids were ~issing~we had a twenty minute 

d~sciplin~· cycl~ i an~time you're twenty 

minutes· late for anything you call in,!~ 

( . i ., 

fU1d after the kids we r e late ove r an- • . .-
. / 
half an ho~r) and had not ca~led in1 

.· 
we called _'the FBI and told ·them what the 

problem wa~ 1 

. ' \ - .. . \ 
. ,(hat~~ three guys were . missing t · ~ 

and we did'%?- ' t know where they ~ere.!J~nd 

i .. 

' , • 0 • • • · . . 

. . . - --------------- -·- ---
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\vc · asked them to call the jail' between 

, ' G'tJ"' 
\}. ~· ' \'•'' and Philade lphia to assertain 

\vhether thcy'.' ware the re 

what they d~~~ really 

or not. :/Well 

don't know
1
but 

the answer w9 got from the person we 

talked to wa~~hat the FBI did not 

-11 -

. : . . ,.--:--/ 
have the aut~orl.ty to l.nterven~~ 

~e had not proven that they had been 
('"\\' ,-; \~ ~\ 
~ . . 

~ke~n~1.across ' the state line
1 

and they 
.,.._ ·- . ~l-/ 

had not bee~. rni ssing ,.~--w-"'_""_n_t_y- -fou;:rbou~s/ 

1o therefor~- : this was not a case that -l:h 1.'-

C"" ? . ~ q\ 
,~~c~~ld ~t into'. \g ;o we, in 
--.. 

response ~o ·.~hi~ 1kno~ing that at least 

from a ricoc?et point of view the 

FBI is alleg~dly under the Justice 
' 

~- I "' 
Depart~ent1 , 01cour~s we know that 

J. Edgar Hoo~er runs his own sho~_: -
c./ 

,..-~ • "-'..., ~{...'\...I.C, :/'1 ~ -!..- \,' ·-/~U.t) WSJ :-vent .to picketg '::.) C.. ~ v~:. ... - , 
Q. V1 \ V '\ I "\ ' :-:- o r: ,,_ 0 

CcfP~ Bobby w~o was Attorney General at 
-'--
that time carne out and joined the picket 

I 

lin~ and walked with us. 

I , . ' 
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O'BRIEN: 

HE~TRY: 

He did? 

,, 
'• 
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. 
Yes. Just for himse lf. so this was really 

the first time that I recall . at this 

c./ . 
moment ,J you k now;) meanwhile I ' d have to . "- ' .... . -. ' 

think b~ck ,'more definite·.~~ ·tdou ~1 -\- V'\"\<!- C: o\:i 
V.:, t.;. h :. ' :-- . ' 

ll how or what '~u~d be' your relationship "" ,, 
•\ \.-...,,_ ... , ' ·, (; ;.' ·' \ I 

with the f~llow~ .2,~hen·l\and it's the 
' '"\\) 

sort of thing I definitely appreciate 1 
\.. .,/ ::·' 

but it's b~en s'o 'casual/ and ~)~ometimJes 

personal a~~ the ' oth~rfimes impersonal · ~~at 
I . 

I don't re~ember things in sequences when . 
' I ·yov. r C ; 

," ~..c"' talking about people you got to 

know and were with f~rely often. 
!'- L.:.., 

O'BRIEN: Well
1
going!back to tha t first meeting with 

. " i }:/ 

John Kennedyv/ how about people around him 

and the White House staff?'~o you recall 

meeting any. of these people? 
:' 
• I 

HENRY: No. This was really him and us1_ the 

President and the NAACP, with people like 

.. 

. . ,... . ~ .. ~ ' ... r 

-· 
. ~,f4'\ , .. . , .. , ' . 

.......... · .. - f ~ ·· ... · .~ ·- ·· ... , .. .. ..-. . ... , ... . .,..._ 



O'BRIEN: 

HENRY: 

O'BRIEN: 

HENRY: 

l 
i 

... .. -13-
·~ ..... 

Roy Wilkins, Clarence Mitchell, Henry Moon , 

John f·'\c.~s..::: · j } really serving as (~iaisonS 

between hi~ and us. It was more of a 

get-acquainted session than it was one of 

. •! / 

finding out what hi_s legislative ideaYs 
._/ 

and next legislative program was going 

to be. 
. . ' 

Well , when .:you wanted to make a contact 

•J, 
with the White House/th~h you went 

'-t 

through Mitchell and Moon or .•• 
J: 

e ,. I · 
Well1 thArl(D, .. gut of,course after this meeting 

we had direct access to him. 

was there anybody in the White House 

that was particularly simpatico that 
. - -; ., 

. I [ l,'- .. .t· ..:. .. ·• . ' . ..: 

you could go through, ~ow about~Kenny 
I , . """ 

l"l•' I, . t t t \. " · ( •• ,-.(' I ('.__.J 
0 1 D01~~& m:\"\0 'Brien • . . 

~-
No. Well 1t~at O'Brien wa s ,you know

1 
amicable~ 

but anytime we had trouble getting to the 
= I 
President, <he had · appointed a young .. 

-l,\ •, ',:, L ~ \{·.'I.' · ' ' 

fellow in o~ ~ustice,1 named John DoC(_r/ 
,• ;---
,. 

... . . .. . . 
'1, 

~ . .. . 
1·, 

• I • . t .,..,. • ' 
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th.J.t could ul\'lays get us to him by 

telephone. I.f you called John, John 

\o/ould arrange it . . 
O'BRIEN: ~oing ba~k in .Y.~'?-r own involvement · ~ 

in Mississippi politics(;~at were you 

HENRY: 

O'BRIEN: 

o l i t .l- • • I ' I 1 
~\-c" • •<··. ... , y.,·,<: C:: . 
,.~ -

doing :i:n 196 0; late .S 0' S) and ~·o ~ le~s 
.~ .J:=::::-- ---...._.. .;:: 

say
1 

starting ~ith the election of 

Governor [Ros~ R.) Barnett here? ~id 

you take a par~ in that at all, in 
'• 

that election? 
•. 

Well, yes, I'~ sure I voted in it. 
I 

,· 
Certainly~would have had no real 

·I · ... -;:.. 
enthusiasm ab9ut.\ candidate5,:;).frankly/ 

we've had so ~uch of the less-of-the

evils kind of·; politics in this areaT~ 
.5, c., :" 

I've never had an opportunity~an all-
\ , :.c -

outAuctually for a guy that I r~ally .. 
w.J.nted as fa:r:· ·_. as a Governor was 

. 
concerned but : we 've'.1. :. 

I . ' , ,-. , - t 
. ,--;- r. " , -. • - \ I\ f2. VV'<OVI · L - uY, , \.:- · . . .. 

How did you r~act to~Coleman? 

\,, .. 

.. 



HENRY: 

O'BRIEN: 

HE~'TRY: 

. " 

- 1 5-

I ; l 
Hell, I thought Colcm.::tn was less -ab-1-c 

than Barnet~2ut in terms of identifying 
.. 

with the problems of the poor and the 

black
1

Coleman's cam?aign was · just as 

racist as B~:rnett 's. 

Have yo~ ever me t either of these men 

and talked to them for any leng~ of 

time? What's your impressions of Coleman? 

Well, I think that hds smarter than 

Barnett . I 'think h~s p~etty much what 

~ ' I . 
you call~bigot rorthern-style as 

I ' 
compared to -Barnett/ bigot pouthern-

style. I think that Barnett identifies 
. 'toL' \~Nr vl 

himself from' the w~rd ~go. ~yfuat you 
h) . 

can expect of hi~,I recall 1 Mr . Barnett • s 
I /-.. ,. 

first year in the Governor's office. 

He gave an o~ganization known as the 

Council of Federated Organization~-1-

which was a ·~ompilation·of the civil rights/ 

~.. • 0 • 

,. 
I ... 
' 

.• 

.. . 

--
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.· 

... 

committee £.rom this group an opJ?ortunity 

to visit \v,i,th him. And we we::1t in and 

sat dow:1 with the Governor and the 

I ". - ... ,'.. .--
f ttorney 9~neral ~00\.T: PattersonJ~who 

' "" ~.- ~,y . .V I 

just~~ died.(l and~ pecretary of ,state/ 

Heber Ladner, members of ~he Sta~e .. 
Sovere~gnty Cornrnission 1and I assume some 

guy~.:-;-;rom .'the White Citizens1 Council; 
"--" : 

there ~we·re(~ . whole room 

We identified to him
1

a t 
' • . 

full £ oSr them. ., 
:z 

that point/ 

what we were discontent with and what 
I 

" ~ .-. 
\ ' ' ~ v 

we were going to move against. at/course, . .:.r o~.~,.;;:· 
. \ ~~'( ...:' ~. .. . 

' . .{:~~ <".-.· ... _ .;..I. ~ 
this was s~~ll the question of .:segregation 

l•\-:. 
., ( I \ and the continued violation of states· c.- ..,...,.;, 
·I ' ' . . .. 

t L. 

(~n\ I 54 c"T'ilC( Supreme Courtf\ decisio~~ 
l"'-- . .- --~ ~- ) 

~c enumerated the question of police 

brutality
1
and the absence of employment 

i . I :/ • . /--
of blacks from the var~ous State Bureaut' s I I ..._,..~ 

I 0 '-'.::_ 

and ~encies,~that we intended to use 

what~ver means we could find within 
!r .. . . 

'·· 
~------~--~,--- ·~~~---------------------------------------------.----
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the Federal . Govcrnr.1cnt to overcome these 
. . 

problems . So we'A just simply told us/~ell 
"-

I understand your point of view and I 

e 
want. you to' understand min/~~hen you get. 

' 
ready to m9,ve against the itate, I'm going 

to move ag~inst you with everything I've 
I 

. II F 

got . ~ ~e understand each other, you.see . 
X .::,·_.,_,_, 

6/Now the difference with Mr . Coleman was 

we could never get. an audience with him. 

He probably had audiences with some people 
• I 

within the ' teachers profession or some 

members in:- the black community that were 

. • 0 
pretty much PAll parrots to what he wanted 

"\~:;" I ~ 
to hear .~ 1Samething was true with Paul 

· 7 I 
-·h::~ 'S\.)'r\ \ ~ .,,,.:. \'~~ 

J'ohnson
1

. )!.nd I guess now .0'ith J'ohn .... Be~llC.v:>',,\,C..,.w 
.. . __._.., 

But of the last four Govcrnor~· ·s · the only '··· 

guy that n~s granted an audience to a 

committee .. from the State dommunity/ 
' I 

so selecied -by the ~lackJs themselves , . -
was Barnett . 

. ,, 
.. 

• . 

. 
• 

' .· ,. 
~\ 
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I 

You feel th~t he had a pretty good grasp 

o= Mississippi politics~retty good 

grasp of what was going on in the early 
, • I 

r .-.!.) J o" 
#o ' ~ ' / '--

~~~60'~ before: he was Governor? 

""' . 
Oh sure . He knew the white folks were 

in contro'l,!sure. 
: ".::;." 

ol 
\... 

Well, do yo~:. think h,::s pretty reflective 

of how whit~·.' people in Mississippi think? 
.. 

Yes . Well1 r .'m not too s'..lre he is actually 

reflective of how a majority.of them think/ 

but he is unaerstandable as to how a 

.· J - - , 
lot of them _act. ~~any whites 

act out,of ~ntimidation and fearl rather 

a.-- e 
than out of ~~really the confinns of 

e 
heart and th~ confin~s of soul . The 

\ . 
- Y 

number of g~~s t hat i~'s 

to identify .~nd associate 
~~ .. .::.-:. r.,c. ( G ~~· ··: .. , · • . , .. J . ~-

my OJ2portunity 
I 

• \ . • 1 , 

w.i, th.;, it • s like -· -I -
'-

two ".case-s-no';:.· We '.ve been friends for , ... 
\ 'J. a \·'? 

(weT~§!) or {£~~years, Mississippi boys 1 
'• .. 

•·· 

.. ... 
'· 

I 

,· 
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O'BRIEN: 

HENRY: 

-~ . <' _,. 
( ... ·' 

The kind of reporc. ' you see between us 
; . .. \ . 

-1 9 -

is not at ~11 ' un.usua\)~ I know ;::hat_., .;.. 
: - ,r:l~ \ ... 

more whites don't think the ... po_nne_!: .. ~way 
. _;' 

than doJ~ut wh~n it comes to having to 

make an identification of how you feel with 

other whit.~s present that you kno"/ or that 

you don't r.eally know how they feel or 
. : + ' . / 

~ c. , ..... . ,-....-. v 

you know that they don!t thinkAyou 1do/ 

Mbst whites are intimidated and are afraid 
I 

to take a stand. That~s true in Mississippi 

and Maine, jl.California and everywhere else. 
• <'. 

Well, did ~he rise in~the 
·T '\,_; . . 

't' I '1,./. e~ ~zens Counc~ ~ 

in those y~ars have a lot of effect? 

·Yes . The Citizens! Council was born somewhere 

in '54 or :·55, which was after the passage 

of .the Sup~cme Courts decision of 1954 
) . 

·which outlp.wed segrcgat.ion of public schools,, . ~ 

9ut it rea~ly didn't make too much difference -
in the terms of the activities of white 

,·· 
people \ nor',_blacks/because this was pretty 

L:_j_ 

• I • 1 r ,.., ., .AI 

.. 

--- · ---~.-------------
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much thG in2g G that the whites had pro-

jected all alo~g . 

O'BRIEN: -was there an increase in legislation in 

HE~'"RY: 

. 
attempts to~\;;~~suade > institutionalize --·---·- -

. • . . h ) 
segregat~on ~n t ose years . 

There ware a~ts passed~~ith attempts 

to. strenght~~ the opportuni!;.y of lasting~ 
., 
'-· 

with the segregation Sj ,.....,uco,-,,Q... longer. 

I remember d~e particularly0 !hey passed 

a bill that outlawed the pUblic school ().L'-OV"·, v--..~. cc..•· 
~.-.' '-'; +l-.~ ,.c.~, ',->\ ,·c < (.. ~ •c.· • i 

-t attendance r:.aw; which was really saying 

that no whit~ kid would have to, would 
~.,.... • I , · "" . c--"t ~ ,....,. t. ... 

be forced by law, such in"l_;school with a 
~·'\• ' ""\ ' - . 

black . This was the real intent of it • 
. 

Ofcourse/thi? law now has more difficulty 

in terms of .~n increasing amount of 
. / , .. '. \ ' \ -

illiteracy~ /n 1969/ !~C:.· ~~~s .. \than a 

decreasing amount of illiteracy . I Ld 

'7 like t:o refe'r column by '\"• I • 

you to a Jerry - .. : h \..) ,·~ I :.._' 
I 
.;· 

\ ~ 
it ' s about two sunday\-' s ago , you ' d 

'-" 

·. 

' .. ,_ 

.. 
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. t•·· 
have to eo a· little bit of archivcsAto 

--find it i )~here he spoke about the great 
-="\ . 

· number of pe~ple who start school and 

don't comple~e it. ~-TntcrruptionY L::: . ...J 
..... 

T.1"1 ' d . . :\\ I nnat were yo~ o~ng ~n t~q 60 election? 

Did you take , any involvement at all in 
. . ~ 

Mississippi .P.olitics~~esidential 
. I • 

election~ in his primary?,~ 1 J..-,)·.:< ,-

• 
No. •l,.Not as/ CShall we say an activist Ol." 

. I 
overt individual involved directly in the 

campaign . r :··was attracted to Kennedy/ 

like many o tqer Americans were
1

qs we 

saw him 'on TV . Then there were many people 

. ~J,;e\e. ,::: 
in the community who~actively prosely~ng 

for him, som~ because of his reli~bus 
· .. ' . 

( \ .' 

belce,ifs. ~nd ~.7course1_ I had attended .:>--

' Catholic rns~itution a~d many of t~e 
I .I ) 

friends of th~ white c?rnrnunity/~~I deve:oped 
I L0·":"(•' ..... 1-l _\ • 

early in . life:. were me.rnbers of the/\ Catholic 
,·· 

\ 
Church . So this is where we really began 

· . 

. . , 
. -
' 

, 
I 

•' 
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O'BRIEN: 

HENRY: 

O'BRIEN: 

HENRY: 

much of our .ci.:;.logue1 on the question o f 

. politics 
1 
in 'which ~\;e ... were going .to have 

0:. )/ .. ... "'; .. •(\ \ ............ 7 

to go . I s ·:-.t up all nightJ:until- the 
I\ 

election w,as:.·over .0'o see him win it 

by the 'ski:-. of his teeth
1 

and was glad 

.. 
that he won it. 

-22-

~ · 
Did you serv~ on any comrnittee~s or con......._, 

tribute any ~oney or anything like this 

to any organizations? .. 
:.:· 

No. I' 

~ : 

When was the ' first time in your involvement he...-(... 
... 
' in politics that you started making contact 

with the federal ~overnrnent? Were they - :~. 0 '"d I C...\. v ~ ..;._ 5 
corning in here in your role~ ••• 

The first ti~e that we had .any 

the Eederal govcrnrnent~hat I 
-

contact with 

would 

consider meaningful was irnmediatly 

after the el~.ction of Mr. Kennedy. 

John Doqr and the young fel~ow who was 
do ... · ·J v'i ' "' 

handling the • trial ;o:B.JohnJ H. ·.-r-\< . . '.· .:.\ .. ·, ·- -- ... \ 

~~ -
,' 

#4 S&S I #LWJLZZ ACJ&( .... Jw..-~;:.---------------------
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now. 
I 

, \) . ~-, 
l --·,· .,, ' 

..!..\ I • \ ·--

' \ . \ -- - • f. ' '\\' ' I ' .. ._.~ A ... .. - I'-

._·. \ .. ' 
I • • ~ • I ,...._ -._ 

he'd never foigive me if I couldn't think __ , 
of his name, A ~~bert Owens~;They carne 

in one day and want e d to get some ide a 

abo ut what we .~hought was right , wha~ 
.. -\·G' 

we "t:h~ught wa~ wrong1and how \~ .. 1go about 
~ 

• • I ' : \ • 

resolv~ng· r--~;1 c;:Nc. identifying themselves o..s 

• agents from the United States Department 

· of Justice. ~\~~ had been studied · so 

~im~~ by agents from the !ederal 

• · rY . ./__::__, 
government . Mi:my time u s the guy• s would 

' ~ -- r: en 
walk off and leave. the notes (from).~the . ~.,, 

table. The next guy who came in had 

' 
absolutly no information on what conver-

sat ion you'd had with the guy previous . 
I 

It was just a situa tion wh ere the re was 

some toe-touching but no real identity of 

involvement. __ [Interruption] · 
' ·-

Let's go into l961 and some of those early 

contacts with the Justice Department • 

.. 

... . . 
·. ·-
;. 
~ ... 
' .. 
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Do you fc~l t hat you got a pretty good . 

Well, as ~ say, after Doqr and Bob c~me 

in;~;~ told them, 

sit down a."nd talk 
'• 

"now we're going to 

t: you fellow~~ 
'-' 

but we knc\., nothincis going to happen 

because we've been through this ritual 
,· 

·, !; \:) 
time and 'time agair.;/.wasted your time and 

wasted ours . We're not about to give you 

the oppor~~~ity to say that you didn't do 
\ \ ... ~ t .; • • I 

~!iYt~~.1]9'. 1 ~ecause we didn't cooperate with 

~- · 
II , d h . d you. f~ So we carr~e t ern upsta~rs an 
l\ .. \. / . ;) ' ' . ,; 

• 0 1.:-
\-:-

sat them d:own, A,the jranch }::eadership....--··: / r 
R. L. Drew,· · who was j:hairrnan of the_....&;'ard ; 

0 : / / 
Ve\-o... ' iq<:>~ ~ho' s _.secretary; I was there 

j ;, . ~ 

and I'm sure
1

maybe Cleo Jackson and 
!-t' -1: . ; ~"'\ ,_ ~(."' ' · . . 

H. Y . ~~kJ:ns)·~;f~c,asurer1 fi~~e~ or 
... ... 0 4\ .... ...... , .. \~ . ... . "':· 

eight of us l '' ... { • . We talked about 

all t he things I've mentio~ed to you . 
,, . ,:._ ·• \ 

that we recently spoke ~Mr . Kennedy about . 

They promised us that there would be 

'· 
; .. 

,. 
I 

•: 

.. 
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~ diffcrcnt·kind of rcl~tionshi? fro~ 

now on . r= · they were not ~ble to pro-

.. 
duce, t~ey thems~lves would find some-

thing else to co
1

o0cuuse they f~lt highly 

committed to the same kinds of problems. ~ ~~~ 
' . -:o, "' (,) (" 1..! :·~ --: .: < .. • I I 
-"\that we1 C.i4. - v :• ' I · 

I· I 

_ , 
. --:"N ...,.. . . . . ·7 \. • .:., lj ~ • .lj .-. - · I-''- ' • ' ' --

.... . 
• . , 

' I 

•' 

.. 
. . 
•, 

, . 

'-1 
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