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NOLAN:

GREENE :

NOLAN:

Fifth Oral History Interview
with
JOHN NOLAN

November 11, 1971
Washington, DC

By Roberta W. Greene

G_)f-o(dt awn

For the Robert F. Kennedy Oral History c
of the Kennedy Library

I was going to start with the period after the assassination when
he was debating what to do. I was going to ask you how much you
saw of him and what you remember about his state of mind and his
thinking at the time.

Well, I saw a lot of him)of course) because I worked at the same
place. I saw him every day. Very difficult period for him. Not
particularly easy for anybody around him.

Do you héve any specific recollections of the way he functioned in
the Justice Department7 and how it changed from the earlier period?
Well, it changed radica.lly) and he changed radically, drastically
of course. His activities consisted of)I guess for the most part
in the very early period, say December and January--December of
'63, I guess, and January of '6lL, isn't it?—-he went to National

Security Council meetings; He was heavily engaged}of course, in the

ear}y plans for the nlnedy Library. There were a lot of

meetings in connection with that.



GREENE: Did you get involved in them?

NOLAN: Yeah, some of them. I left about the second or third of Ja.nua.ry)

7

., I guess, to go to latin America with Adam Yarmolinsky and /° -
Jim Eckles. We were there for about three weeks in Panama, Brazil,
Peru, Bolivia.
GREENE: Was this planned before the assassination?
NOLAN: Yeah. Yeah, we would have:left in late Novembern within a week of
the time of the assassinationj Bo we didn't go then. Then,coh,

I guess sometime in December I talked to Bob about it and he said )

i bh
(I think you should go. It was a question of, we were going as sort

. of scouts or agents for the Interagency Youth Committee. Some

question about change in direction and so on ) then) and whether the
of
v Interagency Youth Committee, which had been very much/a Kennedy

thing and really very much a Bob Kennedy thing, was going to function
4
' m\‘/’%\ way that it had. Our purpose was to evaluate how it had func-

!
tioned over the course of the last year or so. He sa.i.d; yeahnl
" =

think you should go, So we talked about whether it would be a

different kind of a mission or something like that)a.nd he said,

”gell, just, you know, don't ask about it or don't take that into
consideration, just go. He said, you know, 'w:hen you're ready, get

your travel vouchers and whatever it itaJ and go.
So I was gone most of January. Camé back the latter part of
that month. So then February and I guess March, I don't knowe « « «

In Fgb he mde a speech at the graduation of the Interamerican f sm]

: ‘_\( Thnkerme—:ned Polite I‘.i:r‘o(.fw_;
Iyam\ r¢imbxjct§*""‘ , Police Academ/r(. I remember, that I drafted. In March, we went to
ANV EEET)

Africqhanz(lndia, the Far East.
/
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NOLAN:

NOLAN:

(
The Far Easti--I was going to say tha

Well, now there was another trip . .
Am I confusing it?

Yeah. No, there was another trlp in

=

o
«3a,

t,Japan, Indonesia « + »

there. While I was in Latin

v Ea v-j

Cpeden s
America, 4 ohnson4asked Bob to go to Indonesia.

GREENE

NOLAN:

—

{

NOLAN;/

/v“?‘

— 13
jtlr)xat's the one I'm thinking of.

I wasn' t on that trip. Before'they

in Mexico City on the way coming back

)

left Wa.shington)I guess)I was

« I talked to him on the
phone,-and there was a possibilitg that if I cut the Latin Americe{

thing off and flew to LosiAngeles I could pick it up or something

-

like that) but it wasn't necessary and

I didn't do it. So I guess,

yeah, that's right. So then when I got back from Latin America

they were still on that trip) because

trip and I think they went around the

Ri@to g S B

that was about a ten-day

world, o~‘
14y o0t

Loie Tank 25 Busops, WA, fhee sn Wands, T susss shoul th

ﬁ‘?o%“w UO\\E\ SJ

middle of March, we went to Africa, Roger Wllklns/‘a.ud Eckles and

I. Before we 1eft) I had at his reque

speech for him. He accepted an invit

of Pittsburgh,{David +=</ Dave Lawrenc

8t drafted a St. Patrick's Day

ation from the former mayor

e , [Pavid L, Lwrfwth

& to go to Scranton, Pennsyl-

vania on St. Patrick's Day, traditional St. Patrick's Day dinner.

He was starting then to make a few speeches. I think the speech

ord

at the Interamerican Police Academy was the first) A ,afhat really

wasn't a public speech. And then that went fairly well so he

asked me to do this other one, which was really a lot of fun. I

wrote the speech over the weekend before we left for Africa. I

got the speeches that President Kenne

[Jo‘nn - [Kenne fLLJ
d;/flhad made over a period of



[65
iy
six or seven years on St. Patrick's Day at various dinners and so
[pavid = Tewere]
on)a.nd from @w Powersn the speeches and statements from
the trip to Ireland. They'd been in Ireland the previous June, I

guess, summer of '63.
with /

GREENE: You mean/the president
NOLAN: ) Yeah.
GREENE: (Yeah bfes . .
°x \\ Iw Lo Y, uMﬂMn
-/ ‘NOLAN: Shannon, had just wrltten a book called The Irish in

GREENE

NOLAN:

" GREENE:

- NOLAN:

« .
Why did you die, Owen, why did you . « «

Cs\f—J[’Au it e V’ﬂ
Amerlcaqwhl'"h was just out aﬁthad a lot of anecdotes. You know,

it was really a fun thing. So I did the speech and left on the trip.
The speech was in a way interesting. There was a poemf the name of

which I think was'Owen Roe O'Nelll,“ and it was sort of a lament to
like that
a departed brother or somethmg‘ "Where have you gone « « «

)2

«
Why did you die, Oweng '

. he ﬂ

ere did you gtg,or something like that.

I guess that's his name too.

I ran across it smne\F)la.c:eJ and it was so poignant that I was realiy
reluctant to use it but reluctant to pass it up a.lso) so I put it
in at the end of the speech. I gave him the draft before I left and
I said,”_g_ome of this is sort of schmaltzy stuff and some of it you
may not really want to get mto) but you can look J;jover i.nd see.
It's easy enough to drop it if you don't want to€tand it. So on
St. Patrick's Day we were in Tanganyika and I wonﬁ)erred where that
was, how it was going. But he gave it that way. He gave it almost

word for word as it was written,including all of this poem at the

)
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end.

GREENE: He used that all ejthe time later on.

D
NOLAN: So after I got back I asked him about it. W&ll, I say the Bpeech™
ONe o Well, there were a bunch of clippings on my desk when I

got back@al‘feq McGrory had done a story on 11:. and there @/othe

stuff from the news services. And there was the speech typed on
Justice Department press releases Btationery@@ looked through ot~ +he end

and I saw it)and I saw it quoted in the story. So I asked him about

(c g
it and dm:mg:@ I said, I see you gave that speech. (@

\@}aﬂjow did you do with that poem?” And he said, 'well, it was
ol elight. T gub Hsvough b, Avd T asld, "How A48 you Bagpen o
leave that thing in there?" And he said, "Well, I kind of wanted
to see if I could do it and I decided that I'd just do it’, so I left

)
it in."

GREENE: I'm trying to think if that was the same poem that I think / 1111&m-41;
e [William J, vanden Hevvel]

vanden HeumAwes in his book. He says Kemnedy was practicing in
A

front of a mirror} and it seems to me it was John Douglas or some=r e

1 !
like that said to him, Iou'll never get through thatl and he saidlf\
L [
I've been practicing in front of a mirror and I think I can do it.’
And T think it was the same thing. It was one of those early . . .

[Ehdwir C. Guthman

NOLAN: I think Ed Guth.ma.r}' refers to this. E4 was there‘a.nd.

C@ the rest of the preparation on the speech\a.nd SO ON « o &
GREENE: It may have been Guthma.n/‘xa‘aa dene *H,u's) 7r:.
NOLAN: « o Im was with him. I think that Ed has an anecdote or similar
story about it . .

% +lowhat T='m "H.M-'ﬂkl'\a, D‘L dﬂs:
GREENE: Mayb?)@au%mm

NOLAN: . . « IN his booke
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—d N

GREENE: Ye But he used that very frequently after that. It seems to me
that « « &

NOLAN: Are you sure?

GREENE: Oh, it seems to me I'wve read that on a number of occasions.

NOLAN: It's been quoted some@/—s L CE .

GREENE: Maybe that's it. It could be that.

NOLAN: Np}é }ﬁlere's another one that he used at the Democratic National
Convention) 1964.

GREENE: From Romeo and Juliet.

NOLAN: Yese.

s - ,
GREENE@D Noy I'm thinking of (T +luis cne g

CGE-;A) you think that was the only occasion he used it? B

NOLAN: I think it was the only one, yeah. think that . « -

GREENE: It may bevgustefrom having read that incident so many times.

NOLAN: I think he thought it was good that he got through. @_\

GREENE: He was relieved.

NoLAN: Crm IT WAS like climbing that mountain or the fifty-mile hike or
something else; you know, I think he figured he'd done it so that
was that.

GREENE: Were you in a position to know about how the relationship with
— =" [, Edgar Heovec]

[ . Et‘fg;;}jﬁoovezhc d and I guess deteriorated after the
assassinati&z}?’ Did you see very much of that?

NOLAN: Yeah, in a general way, but not really with the detail that it's been
gone ito. I really don't have anything to add to the stuff I've

e
!
read abou}(.



GREENE :

NOLAN:

GREENE :

NOLAN:

GREENE:

NOLAN:

ol
==

Did you ever discuss with him or know through other means) whether

)
they actually did plan to get rid of Hoover? I have heard recently
that Robert Kennedy was pressing for it and that the president was

somewhat reluctant to get that done. 7Jcu don

I don!t know.
You don't know.

-
It would have been very understandable to me if he had been)@

but I don't know that he was.

In this period did you talk to him at all about his plans? He an-

_— ‘ o
nounced fairly early m&%—% a

out, that he would just go until the election) or the end of the year.

That was his initial announcement. Do you remember talking to him

that he would not finish

about what he would do after he left?
No, not at all at that time, not in the winter and not in the early

spring. The only time I remember talking ﬂ)o h_:(.m a.bmﬂ: it early was)
oV C. e J

sometime in the spring Dave Bely who was then at AID
Egency for International Developmenj?,--a guy that I liked and ad-

mired a lot.’ :I’lnre was a fellow over there who was the general
counsel of AID who went out to teach at the law school at Berkeley,
8o Bell was looking for a general counsel. He called Bob Kennedy
about me. I was in the room at the time when the call came which
was the first Ihhad knowpof it. I had not talked to Bell about it

at all. So I could tell from the comnersation‘ﬁnt the substance of
.._/

o
it, what it was. So he said something likenhe'd like you

\

to go over and talk to him about being general coumsel at AID, I

v
said something like, well, I really hadn't,) really never thought of

b
and didn't have much idea about what I would do. He said

that job,
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U 2”

something to the effect 'bl'at;\lzle's a pretty good fellovﬁ”oz) Ehat might
be a pretty good ;job;lor)irou might be interested in it or something
and you ought to talk to him anyway. ' %o I went over and talked to
Dave Bell and some of the assistant administrators one day. At that
time I didn't know what Bob was going to do/ and I really hadn't
thought about what I was going to do. I didn't kmow whether his

reaction to the phone call was a way to sort of start dismantling

his operation over there and whether he, you know, thought. « « «
I really didn't kmow what he thought about my going to AID i

/

ha d
light of the way he,mentioned it when we first talked about it]
/o after talking with Bell, I asked him. He said, I haven't really

decided, you know, what I'm going to do yet) and if you would like to

stay around for a while and see, I think you could probably do
W
anything you wanted to do after that, if that's okay with you.

/
I wasn't interested)and I didn't know what I was going to do but I

" n W
I saidjgure, that's fine. %o then I called Bell and told him that

wasn't going to be available for a while. I suppose that was some
time in the spring after the African trip. I think tlmt probably
this inquiry had started with Roger Wilﬁm@@e'd spent a
lot of time together on the trip. He was a special assistant to

Dave Bell at tht time. So that was all we ever talked about it

X o

GREENE

NOLAN:

GREENE :

NOLAN:

until,@,/lguess) the prospect of New York came up some time.

Had you talked to him about the vice presidency at all before New
York became « .

No.

¢ o / real question?

Not really.



NOLAN:

GREENE :

NOLAN:

GREENE :

'NOLAN:

[6%

No.
There was an awful lot of talk about it, there was a lot in the
papers about it, there were all kinds of people coming in and talking

about it. I was in some of those conversations. But not @FJ

meaningful talk, no.

Okaye. When do you first remember discussing New York)a.nd how

serious was it at tlt point; how serious a consideration?

--"Well I think it wa;sT‘. We had a conversation about it and I

Lk )

think that conversation was in Ju.lyA— you know, late in the summer
after we got back from Europe. See, we were in Europe in June;

I was in Europe most of June.

You mean the Polish trip?

Yeah.

(e
GREENE:@D I was going to ask you about that. I was pretty sure you

NOLAN:

had done the advancing on it.

I did the advancing on it and then « «

Went along alao?

&fEN‘I( along also, yeah.
I guess
There was a lot of ta.l;/at the time--and there has also been a lot
m A Cuwirtzwos.
written since, particularly in this ) Gwi zmm]'?-vanden -
re
Heuvtl book--that that trip was very directly related to his interest

in the vice presidency. It was never put to you in those terms?

No.
-

How was it definedéyou know, his interest?
I don't remember exactly where it sta.rted) but at some point we

talked about whether he should go to Eu:cope or not} and if so, where

he should go. wme I tM ha.t.\. + o~ Before we talked




NOLAN:

GREENE 3

lo9

=18=
about it the first time, I think that he was considering it very
seriously) or had decided really that he was going to do it. So our
talk about it was Gwéhe specific context of when it would be
done and where he would go. I talked to him about it a few times
before going over there, maybe a couple times or three or something
like that, but I don't think I was ever in any meeting about it; Cif:/

@x didn't ]mow. "" @fe had a lot of ideas about it

but I really didn't know where those :Ldea,a were comlng from. I think

people like Governor Ave Ha.rr
I"r—td,!(*"‘ 6 dotron [ﬂeau’sd €, Corencen

- "]
Duttogr, W Ted Sorense But the idea for the trip came

out of some set of conversations like that) and by the time I got

onto it, it was pretty much coming into focus, being. The immediate
purpose of the trip was to make the speech at the Free University
in Berlin on the first anniversary of President Kennedy's . . «
Right. There was some kind of a plaque they dedicated.

. ,A,‘B,‘Urese. Yeah. So first it was just going to be a trip to
Berlin, and then the rest of it was laid on later.

)

The Pol:.eh part was very interesting as I remember, the meeting with
52 sk EH &, sh{ﬂﬂ C‘.‘ﬂfma\ WL152_ ns

Cardlna}‘ / @_EEE) is that how you say it?

Yeah.

Do you remember anything about that whole thing?

Yeah. There's a lot about it.

Well? fﬁ;e/ thing, I think there was a lot of resistance from the
Polish government. They weren't very happy awath the whole thing,

were they?

No, they were not happy with it at all.

Lgf-‘;h,{’/(}a.nyou. e o



NOLAN:

GREENE :

Well, it's a long story. They're all . .
Do you think it's worth telling? 7You're a better judge than I am,

I don't really kmow.

NOLAN: w,.i/;\ Let me just go over the high points and you can

GREENE :

NOLAN:

ask questions about it.

Oka.y .

The idea of going to Poland I think probably came from Governor
when
Harriman. Later on@/we talked about it, Governor Harriman was really

¢ oM
more interested in that aspect of it ?‘t anybody else that I knew
in Washington. It m have also come from Dutton. They were both
of Smie ]

at State /_‘D_épa.rtmenjy at that time. anterruptioﬂ I went to Europe

and I went straight to Berlin) and from Berlin to Bonn, from Bonn to

Heidelberg. And then there was a question of whether or not he would
go to Poland) and whether or not he would go to Ireland. We talked
about this on the phone from Bonn, where I guess I ended up after
doing Germany. I juggled all the schedules and everything. So it
got down to the point where if I was going to go to Ireland, I had

to go there right then) and ghen go from there to Poland in order

to cover both of those places before the trip was going to begin.

So I did that. I guess while I was in Dublin, the plans for the
trip cleared up to the point where I think Ireland was still in
dO'f.lbt) but he was definitely going to govifg r\Pﬁl.aéld;:‘gsvo from Dublin,

I called Ambassador m Cabét/‘ and said, "I'm John Nolan,

I'm the administrative assistant to the attorney generalj I'd like
¢C

to come over and see you." He sa.id) ;_‘ine.” So we talked about, you

know, in a general sense about the prospects of the trip and so onj

and he said, "Of course you have a visa." And I said, "No, Mr.



11
-31&.

Ambassador, I don't have a visa. As a matter of fact, I'm going to
have to rely on you, sir, to take care of that) because if I'm going
to get there at all, I have to leave right now in order to get to
London to get such-and—such a plane to get there"--@(ﬁ was two
days or something like that. So, ha.rumphJ on the other end of the
phonew and so on.qu So I left and I arrived in Warsaw that night or
something like that\a.nd was met at the airport by a fellow from the
embassy and we went to the ambassador's residence, where I stayed.
So the three of us sat down in the living room of the residence, and

)
the first thing they told me was that the room was bugged f[—nter-

ruptiorj) which kind of surprised me. M
GREENE: The ambassador said the room in which you were then sitting was bugged?
NOLAN® The ambassador and his aide said that the room in which we were
then sitting and speaking was imopitdred by an electronic listening
device. |
GREENE: They didn't do. . . . They just put up with it{ _—

e

NOLAN: Well, I guess ma.n_t k:now where it WaB OTe o o o

,E{ther they didn't know where it was or they didn't know how to get

)

yOT didn't know what to do about it or something. But their
yvst

purpose in telling me was,to make sure that I would be discreet about

rid of it

the arrangements that we wee discussing, some of which of course
were perfectly okay for the Polish government to know, but some of
which might not be.QThere were really a lot of misunderstandings
I
about that trip and what it involved and so ony;) like, they said, now
P n@ = ) y d’ = (

we understand that it will be :juBt you and Mr. and Mrs. /Ethel Skake

[EHe) Skakel 1Cerneda [ =
Kennedy!//{or something ln.ke tha.t. And T said, €#Gee, I think that

probably it's going to be a little bigger than that. There beT<s



GREENE :

NOLAN:

Ed Guthmaﬁ}!% be along and somebody else and,of course, the press."
"The press? What press?" So I said, '"Well, the way it works ususlly
on these things usually is that there are a number of reporters who
accompany the attorney general wherever he goes} and there really
isn't anything that any of us can do about that." They said, "A
number of reporters? How many reporters?" Issaid, "Well, I don't
knowy) you know, ten, fifteen, twenty, something like that."
Forty._ '

W\
Forty.J\Eﬁi‘%hat was the greatest. They said that they didn't think
that wéuld work,and there might be a couple of aides and perhaps one
representative of the press or a pool or something like that)but they
just didn't think the Polish government would stand for a big press
entourage flying in. So we sort of let that sit. They really didn't
know what to do about it or how to deal with if)and I regarded it as
kind of a given\a.nyway —."i.'t was going to happen} 80 I wasn't interested
in prolongizzjhisoussion about that. Then we spent a fair amount
of time talking about protocol: who would sit, when the ambassador
could host a dinner for the attorney general, which officials of
the Polish government would be there, what kind of a seating arrange-
ment would be involved, who would be where, and so on.
Was this a particularly complicated thing because it was Poland)
or is this the type of thing that you always had to be very concerned
with in pla.nninz'i‘ %ﬁ‘ips?
Well, it had certain complications because it was Poland, as an anec-

dote will disclose. One of the people that I identified as being

|' fLee, Pouvier Cadz K;‘

a good possibility for the travelling party was Lee Radzivqlﬁu They

were very interested in that and they said, "That will be just Mrs.



/73

R.au‘lzi»%ll;2 She will not be accompa.ﬁied by her husband, will she?"
And T said, "I don't know. I ha;*f:'t heard any, really) suggestion that
she will but I honestly don't know." They said, '"Well, you have to
understand that if she is’ja,ccompa.nied by her husband, that could pre-
sent some very, very serious protocol problems." I said, '"What are
they?" He said, "Her husband is a member of the old Polish nobility.

. 3.m G in Poland
That government and that way of life is no more. The nobility/now are

the bureaucrats, the fellows who would be coming to the dinner that the

GREENE :

ambassador would be having for the attorney general. Now, when you
get to things like the seating arrangement, you have to understand
that it's very, very difficult to take someone who is out of another
order and put them into the proper order and this sort of thing) at
the table." Well, on my scale of values that was pretty far down)
but that was one of the kinds of problems that the embassy staff was
concerned with in connection with the trip. That particular kind of
problem I don't think we had run into lace else.

The other thing generally was that it was/f'rery, very tight cold;
war type atmosphere. Thre was a lot of surveillance of all the

Americans in Warsaw.

And there was nothing in the press. Had you expected that?

Q.

NOLAN: @eli:-‘tl;ere wagb. "¢ s, Yeah, there was nothing in the press. Radio
a

GREENE:

NOLAN: -

Free Europe or Voice of America)or somebody like thaf) put out some
announcements before they arrived but.. . «

Had you expected that there would be no press coverage, or at least
announcements of), o schedule?

I think so. I think we had expected that generally and then as the

visit ballooned, as it were,lway past the point that either the
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Americans or the Poles on the governmental side thought that it
would '6;? it was apparent =that they were just going to pull on
their helmets and tighten their seatbelts and hang on till it was
all over. Everybody of that group of Americans and Poles alike were
very scared about the thing. The Americans thought it would get the
Poles all rileg/:: an the Poles thought it might start a revolution or
something.
Well, that was the beginning of the visit. I stayed with the
ambassador for a day or so. Flew down to Krakow./fl_fl!ﬁ of those days.
GREENE: Is that how you say it, with that W'at the end, Krakow? I never
knew that.
Cz¢ stochowa
NOLAN: Yeah, Krakow. I don't think I went out to 4 where the
cardinal was. But I did go to Krakow, spent some time with the

mayor there. And then because of the plane schedule--it was about
be

I guess 150 miles away or somet;.].ng)_—b 200 kilometers or something--

the ambassador sent his car down) so when I got through at the end
o

of the day in Krakow, tﬁ@ car and driver were there so I had a way
to get back to Warsaw. In that sense, he was very cooperative. He
really was cooperative within the confines of what he thought the

gitvation would stand,and what he thought was right and so on.

)
Then later, when the party was there and we got to the real question

of whether to go out to see the cardinal or not, the ambassador stood

and
up like a reall man. He said, "I think it's pretty tougl'7/ I don't

think it's really going to tee him off) but I think it's basically a

good thing to do and I think you ought to do it"--which was more
than anybody on his staff was willing to say. They were just slsaki.n;/

like aspen leaves at the thought of going out there.
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So then I finished up there and flew back to some/place in
Germany where they came in. What's the big « . »
GRE-ENE: Oh, you never went backt/
NOLAN:  Frankfurt.
GREENE: You didn't go back to the United ’S.b\ﬁ;es between your « «
NOLAN: N6, No, I never went back. No, I went out to Berlin)I guess)'a.nd -

(
)

then from Berlin to Frankfurt and met them when they came in. en>
- e .
= | WE W

mﬁ' ’."TEA,We had a schedule for Germany. I think we went

somejplace in the morning. Wait a minute. Well, I don't remember the
exact order.but « + »

GREENE: I had it all, I must admit, but I didn't bring it today because I

didn't think we'd talk about it. J , - .
" JreishTon W Rlrame, {12f
Abram? was. General

NOLAN: We went to wherever General

Abrams was over there then. 58/ a matter of fact, on the
that
day/they came into Frankfurt, General Abrams was named deputy chief

of staff fof the United States Army.

GREENE: And I remember that Robert Ken.nedy, I think was very impressed with

)
him, wasn't he?

NOLAN: Well, see, we had known him very well from before) from here in Wash-

ington)from the stuff down South. (Fe was_.~v s~
| 4. ”
\:ZEENE: AThat's what I'm thinking of.

E.N "Hewas: + + .+ Yeah, he wasa>

- f—’/—N him 4hen, 4 ¢
G :/ He was very impressed wn‘.h/] y ye =<

—/
NOLAN: He's a very impressive guy--was and is. Really outstandi_nﬁgur.

So he wanted, in the course of the trip in Germa:rw)to g0

someL:lace where the troops were, Americans were. So I got in touch



GREENE :

NOLAN:

GREENE s
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-

with General Abrams with regard to that. So/{@/ did something in
the morn:mg /There was a luncheon in Bonn given by MJ.nJ.ster

U-ti viag Scl, FOEC‘& J
Schroedeﬂ)l think, foreigm minister or someth:.ng and some other
stuff in Bonn. (f don't remember whBther.d. . o~ I think this was
: Then e 2
the day before getting to Berli_n./ we went into Berlin inAa/day of

events through there, ending up in the appearance in the Rathaus,
that plaza downtown.
Right.
Bob was very interested in how that went because he had been there
before, two years earlier, to a thunderous, tumultuous reception,
jovation, and then President Kemmedy of course had been there for
the "Ich bin ein Berliner'" speeche Then there was something there
that evening, reception, dinner, some kind of a protocol thing.
Then we went to Heidelberg the next morning, speech at the University
of Heidelberg. Great. Just really one of the best student speeches
that Robert Kennedy ever gave. A large student body, almost every-

1

one understanding English. A fair number of Americans, mz-x.:,r‘neil or

een Yaere
é percent of the university,were Americans. This was 19614{53. lot
Bwr{u m. Gold: A.f«‘lcj
of questions about Goldwateﬁ presidential race, all that.

You see, Just a few days before thls, while I was in Ireland,
l, Aw.lf'i i, Kennede, |

Ted Kennedy, had flown into the apple orchard up in

l'_ |
Northamptoxl “After that Bob had announced that he would not T ‘thanS,
[\Jh ted ot ’J

run for the Senate from New York or something) announced that he would
not do something.

Yeah. Well, he did make an ammouncement which followed Ted Kennedy's
plane crash so I don't. « « « Oh, when you said, "ran into the apple

)
orchard," I know what you mean now. I didd't think . . &



NOLAN: Yeah, that was his plane crash.
\\_ € 54 ,
GREENE: (Yeahyiit was right after that, two days later, that he made the speech
that he would not run for New York. W}’ thats
NOLAN: This was Jjust before they left for the trip.
Sy “That's Fignt.
GREENE : ight.y In fact, that was a very convenient way of just getting out
of town.
NOLAN: Yeah. So there were questions about him, what he was going to do

S

GREENE :

NOLAN:

GREENE:

NOLAN:

GREENE :

NOLAN:

and so on, great app@:r;hension in Europe about the spectre of a
Goldwater candidacy and all that sort of thing. But a very, very--
maybe lasted two hours with the questions or something--very lively,
animated, tough questions. He was very, very good. So then we got
on the plane and flew to Warsaw, were there for about five days J'
;(tayed at the Buropski Hotel. We had a schedule of,say, three days
in Warsaw, a day for the trip to Krakow, a day for the trip to C-z.ES‘h)anouuac
vChesta.hofi At the airport, they were very sensitive about Life
[Wla.c(l..slaw Gornu( ka,f
magazine, which had done an article on Gomul )<°~ shortly before
that; very sensitive about NBC Zﬁationa.l Broadcasting Coazp"J. Welﬁf?
6‘/n was the NBC correspondent. They wouldn't let him mj /ﬂidn't
give him a visa at the airport, sent him back out. But everybody

else got m)a.nd there was a press pa.rty of maybe fifteen to twenty:

i J o Cr‘c\‘_
'M Joe Krafg fsf(. - B el —Z

. e

Yeai he's the one that wrote the wo@y

John--the labor columnist.for the « « »
Lewis.

No.

I don't mean Lewis, no.

ﬂft'\“’{.'cm1 [ew:s
Tony Lew s/lwa.s. e
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GREENE :
NOLAN:
GREENE :
NOLAN:
GREENE :

NOLAN:

GREENE :

Ye

17%
."1-9__,

Tony Lewis. . »
Yeah, but he wasn't ﬁ%rf%urlgy. John Hurley. The crowds built up
around the hotel. You know, like a handful of people the first time
in, then every time in and out)more people. At the end of the trip,
maybe five, ten thousand people around that hotel every timeﬁfﬁéme
in or left. I don't remember the days exactly) but one of the days
was Sunday. We went to mass at the cathedral, like five blocks away
from the hotel. Fifty people outside the hotel when we left)a.nd then
they just followed him along the street, more people gathering all

the time. Literally thousands by the time we got to the cathedral.

bl et S
Isn't that when 6 !M/a.&gw;t"t/’ sa.id)uyould you tell the attor-

.y e

ney genera]H.l. ] <

e ,
S s RIS ) “':7 /
e roof is falling in. I have4 picture of that &2,7@
There's a little pla.que)too.
Is there?
Mrs. Kennedy has a cigarette box that says « « «
Oh, yeah.
Engraved with it.
Yeah. Oh, that's right, yeah. Well, that was a fantastic experience.
Maybe that was like the second day in Warsaw or something. And then
after that the crowds were just enormous everyplace. The crowds in

Krakow were bigger and stronger and more raucous, and, you know, Yhore.

vibrant than the crowds in Warsaw. So if you like crowds, it was a

v )

hell of a trip. Well, I don' know*éna::@;:?/
i you
It's interesting that gou T e /don't seem to have made this

connection between this trip and an interest in the vice presidencyj

because a number of people have, including Jee Kraft, who just saw



NOLAN:

GREENE:

iy
the whole thing-as a setup, as a means of, you know, just showing how
strong he was and how wide his reputation was.
Well, I think this was really the first. . .. No, it wasn't actually
the first time. The first time Bob Kennedy ever did anything like
this was the 1962 trip around the world. But that, along with
President Kennedy's foreign trips)I think had served to indicate
to him, give him some inkling, of what was out there. I found that
in the course of the trips to Africa and South America and so on)
this incredible recognition of President Kennedy primarily) but the
Kenned,vgi as such and the United Statem sort of personified by the

)
any visible communication with the world of, you know, comunications

Kennedys, all over the workd}}() remote mountain villages far from
A= :

and ideas and so onéictures of President Kennedy.

That's funny. We found that constantly in Africa. We lived in a
really remote part of Kenya) and every now and then you'd hear a
mother who doesn't speak a wort of English calling her kids, “Kén-

nedy, Kemnedy," and the kid would come running.

Yeah.
- NOLAN: 70h, you did? When did you live in Kenya?

GREENE :
" NOLAN:

GREENE :

NOLAN:

With the Peace Corps, '65 to '67. And also you'd go into houses . « «
Did you tell me that before?
Probably somewhere along the way. TYou'd go into some little grass

hut and they'd have a pJ.cture of President Kennedy and a picture of

@:@ Kenyatf. and a picture of Robert Kennedy)' and this

was their world.
Yeéah. Well, you know it then. But I think that he had become

aware of that phenomenon )a.nd aware of the fact that he was a pa.r‘b

‘l
of it and was capable of making it work, producmg
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GREENE :

NOLAN:

NOLAN:
GREENE :
NOLAN:

GREE :

Y

@h{:@ I don't know to what extent his ideas became defined as he
I thi
went along® you kno e was interested in the vice presidency,
=

obviously. t this. s I think that's an acceptable explana-

in detail
tion of it. He may have spelled that all out/to other people, but

/
I never talked about it with him in those terms. He was in public
life, he was probably going to run for political office} or was
seriously considering running for some political office. Some aé-
pects of this have the ingredients that are relevant to political
office: certainity Poland is) and I_‘L‘ela.t),d7 and foreign trips generally
where you are received that wa.y) are translated through the media
into political capital back in the United States. He understood

T vhcan, '

that véry well. @Epﬂthere are some quérks of it. Your recep-
tion is always greater in#\;ﬂﬁtle towns than it is in a big city.
So if somebody's taking pictures, the pictures are better, the
people are more animated, and that's where you. « « «
Can you remember discussions with him prior to this about the New
York thing? There was « . .
I don't think so.

, . 0“”-1"
oo quite a lot of talk about it then he droppeﬁ;f after the

/
accident.
Yeah. I don't think so.
No. Well, when do you first remember discussing it?
i . 2. >
After the/'was it July 31, * o8
Whht? :
After the meeting with Johnson.

That was the twenty-ninth.



NOLAN: Of July?

e

GREENE : @sl CDC:Ld you get any feedback on tha'b) other than what's been writ-
ten?

NOLAN: Well, no. I was there, you know, before and after and all 'chat) and
it's been written a lot and I think the stories are all generally
accurate. We went to the White House, Johnson went through his act
and everything. Bob was very disappointed, really hurt.

GREENE: That he was eliminated)or the way that it was done?

NOLAN: That he was eliminated. He wasn't interested in the details of it.
I think by that time he had gotten to the point where he had decided
that this was what he really wanted to do. I think that that decision
formed itself and evolved over a period of time in the preceding
months)but then, in July, he was there. And then, of course, the
way it was done was just comic’ actually.

GREENE: Do you remember the telephone call the next day from Geor,

fm.; Geeo rqcﬁuni
Bund;?, trying to get Robert Kennedy to withdraw voluntarily?

NOLAN:  Yeah.

GREENE: Can you mmember his reaction to that and the whole effect on his
relationship with Bundy?

NOLAN: No, not really.. I remember the statement that he put out. I remem-
ber working on the statement with Ed Guthman and Bob, reading him
different variations and so on. Oh, that's right. There was a delay
of twenty-four hours, I guess, between the meeting and then the story
about)télo member of the cabinet or anyone who sits with the cabinet /, /", -

GREENE: Oh, there was at least twenty-four hours because I think they 'triedf
on two occasions in two different ways to get him to withdraw rather

than take the whole crew down with him.
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(
NOLAN: Yeah. X I don't care about myself but I hate to take all those good

)

A)
fellows over the side.

— i
l

GREENE : @, over the side. Anyway, when did the New York thing begin to
- - ,

NOLAN:| foym as far as you know?

]" - Well, I think then. I think within that week or within the week

after that) or a few days after that or something like that.

GREENE: Was it &ind of the sort of thing) he just didn't know where else he

could go, or do you think he really had some enthusiasm for it? That

/

seems to be a question.

NOLAN: Well, I remember he asked me what I thought of it and I thought it
was a pretty good idea. I think I always thought that it was a

but I didn't, I reamly'ﬁai-n{f'i:;

better idea than being vice president,

express that a lot. I mean, it just didn't come up.

_dm, T di
Nobody ever said to me, or he never said to me in those terms, "What
should I do?" I think that I thought that being vice president was

not really right, that it was not a very good job, that it only had

one advantage and that wasn't worth all the rest of the disadvantages
that were associated with it. 'I!hen}of course, any alternative became very
much more alive after the meeting at the White House. There weren't

any other alternatives. I never really thought that Bob Kennedy

|
could go into private life. I mean, I never heard him sayhe was
ij&u!"L hear a woed

going to go teach or anything. I/‘ yould have headd about J.'lz;eél

think he probably said that, I think he probably thought a.boutiit/,
/érb it never seemed to me to be very realistic. l;Bu'l: when we talked
about it, I had thought about the New York thing and I did think that
it was a good idea and it made sense. So we talked about it for a
while like that

and he said, "If I go up there will you come up with

| !



%3

~als

me?" and I sa,id)”;ure'.” And he said, "Wen,,jll right. We'll probably
do that) or we'll try to, you know, @wor_k something out on it."
@EE@"?@) there were a lot of things happening

then. There was the Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City.
GREENE: Did you go to that with him?
NOLAN: Well,@guess I went there a couple of times during the
course of the week, either to meet somebody from New York or to meet
him. I came back from there one time with him on the Carolihe to
Washington. I don't remember exactly where I was. I mean, I was
back and forth between Washington and New York with a couple of shots (—/
at Atlantic City along the way. I met people in New York: John}
T P Cnglictd < [Slephen €. Smivt] -
Jugk Ek:gl:LB}(, Steve Smtyl.
GREENE: Had you had any contact with these people--well, Steve Smith pr_obably;—'
but with English or some of the other New York politicians?

NOLAN: Some) but not real « « «

GREENE s Much'.')
NOLAN: Not much, nqg before then.
GREENE: Well, was this sort of laying the groundwork, these meetings that you

were having then? ,

NOLAN: Oh, yeah. There's an awful lot of work to do @"Epolr@' any
L s
wh:i\c?i

political campaign, particularly when the decision
arrived at so late. And surprisingly enough, even with somebody like

woe/
Bob Kennedy who i# a public figure and had been for four or five years

and, you know, had made all kinds of speeches and public appearances
and everything, there's just a hell of a lot of work that has to be

done in order to find the candidate, you know: what he is in terms

of how he's presented, what his themes a.re-—an&/ not just substantive
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I think
themes but what he's really supposed to do. A lot of the stuff/you

kind of have to think through yourself, __3211 know, like what am I
doing in New York?

GREENE: You know, I think that . « «

NOLAN: Where is the East River? ILqug("C\Jj

I think

GREENE: A number of peop]?/wouid say that this was the major weakness of the
campaign, that this sort of thing was not done initially, either be-
cause of the quickness with which it was all put together, and also
because maybe Robert Kennedy himself wasn't thinking in those broad
terms) of 'themes) and how he wan to come a,cross) and that that was
what was wrong with the early part of the campaign, that he was sort
of, "I'm Robert Kennedy, my brother was John Kennedy," and you know.

NOLAN: Yeah. Well, yeah. I think that that's probablﬁ' a fair statement.

fiert Ot
It's a very difficult thing a.nd/}a.n awful lot of pieces to put to-

)
8‘7@@41"

GREENE: ¥o you remember doing that sort of thing? Could you describe what
you did do in that way?

NOLAN: Well, what I did first of all was to try to figure out where New
York was--where the votes were, where they had been in 1960, who
represented what element of political relevance in New York State.
And then there was an awful lot with the agency people, although I
was really only tangentially involved in that. |

GREENE: You mean Paperté/)\/Fns&ericglg- Pa{;efg? '

NOLAN: Yeah. There was an awful ot of substantive work: position papersi‘s/
meeting with people who know about things like housing in New Hork;

meetings at Hickory Hill, you know, breakfast meetings, luncheon

meetings.
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GREENE: Now, you're talking still about the period,let'e sa.y) prior to the

actual nominating convention or are you going beyond that?

NOLAN: No, I'm talking about the period prior to the actual nominating
’,-67.—‘ '1C’ + "‘ ';
convention, which I think was around September A or ﬂ or something

like that.

-

"
GREENE: It was right after Atlantic City, @alg.‘ulcsé

NOLAN: Yeah. So we're talking about August 196L.

Gﬁm%%ie nominating convention was the first.

NOLAN: And ’E really don't remember these things other than in;a
kind of a mosaic.

GREENE: Who was working on that kind of thing with you?

NOLAN: Well, everybody who was involved in the campaign. There were people
who were working primarily on issues stuff, substantive stuff. Bill
vanden Heu:%%aﬂs sort of New York adviser to Robert Kennedy at the
outset anyway, during this period when v}e were all down here. I don't

know whether Aﬁ-l-bun-——f’;lilt Gwirtzman was in at that time or not)

but he either was or he was in very shortly after that, also on the _

{V‘ t_’. =05 i Ate

substantive side. Maybe about that time Peter Edelman and Adam —
Bdun;\ ﬁ;;mslqﬂ-v -
GREENE: Maybe a little later. s
NOLAN: be a little later, yea.h;a‘isteve Smith, Jack English,

—

I guess to some extent Paul Corbin . . .

Wk s
GREENE : wtment in New Jersey? . J

A Bill [““‘”‘"\ Heddedim
NOLAN: That was later; too. @/ﬁaﬂda% (1 oo a.ll the sort 05

New York types came out of wherever they were and had advice about
New York. And then a part of that was meetings with people who were

just substantive as distinguished from political, although some of
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too I—muf‘mi“"
them were prtly polltlca]/ But @ ‘:T' JLogu some gal “who wa%w,..—

@/ ﬁ Hortie Gab [[ rrZige  Gele (7,

Pz‘\&% =
GREENE: Bykie®-
NOLAN: No, that's 7Pe1dy Gmbek.( [mar RBeled l Gimbel ¢
greene., Gimi(lle. « You're right.

NOLAN: Hortie Gable is a woman/:r;aybe forty, fifty, something like that/& ’N;r
York 8ity housing expert. 11 fﬁh_at 8 Elort“ of . .‘:\\_ %

GREENE: How did you finally work into the scheduling Bpo‘l;) and do you think
it was a logical place for you?

NOLAN: Well, I didn't think about it too much in thereginn:Ing)and we didn't
talk about it initiallyy /B0 T just dldléhés#a;‘?anthere was

plenty to do. —

NOLANz~ &There wasn't any question of sitting back and wondering, you know,

what should I do now, or what's a good place for me, or anything like

thaﬁ) I mean, you just keep just handling the balls that get hit
yfe Moy )/
to your part of the infield. Then one day at the Ca.rlyl%l t

in the bathroom we were talking about something and he said, '"What

)

f\1-> do you think you should do, Joh:K @ wEat Eo you fhmkm

»
}or something like that. And I said, "I don't

know. I really haven't thought about it, it just doesn't make a

rlght place for you

lot of difference." He said, "Who's going to do the scheduling?"

or something like that and I Ba.id, "I don't know. I talked to some-
body » Jack Engllsh about that or something. E{;o‘he said,

"Well would you handle that. or do you think you could hanile that 7 .

Cor 'somme I said, "Well, I'll be glad to start it or do it
or whatever." So that was the beginning.
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Now, before that I had talked to people there in a general sense

) )
do then ) and where should he go, mwhere lsq,Kayuga County/

or whatever it is; how many votes are out there? So I had some sense

of if he's nominated, all rlght' then o‘wx September 5! what should he

of that, albeit a very a.cademc one; you know, I'd read the statistics
and I'd looked at the map,/knew which end of the state was west, that
sort of thing. I was really startled, very impressed)by how many votes
are in places like Broeklyn. You know, there are more motes in Brook-
lyn than there are in all but a very few states in the United States,
and a great Democratic vote there) too.

In fact) I read that very statistic)I think 3 just the other day.

Yeah.

That the population of Brooklyn is « « «

Yeeh. I forget what it is now. But then the Democratic vote in
Brooklyn is a much highér. « « . Well let's say that Brooklyn has
two and a half million people,a.nd sm@ycﬁgggent of the registered
voters voted Democratic in 1960 or something like that. Well, then

if you're looking for /J( number of votes to win a statewide election

J.n New York .)

M@ en_more J.mportant, rlght. L_//

= _ﬁ)};ell of a big chunk of them are right thena go if you're going

to do it on a one-man, one-vote allocation of personal appearance

TR~

time, you know, you'd spend every third day in Brooklyn or something.

It's rea.llylet";s: very far out in proportion to whatM
-

’uCCIELS‘ a

Qould be af"oﬁ_? I thought it was before ;r@d;gﬁlt. So I had

some sense of that) and I knew how to schedule and how the schedule

ran and so on)so I guess I just started doing it.
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GREENE : How did Justin Feldman get involved?

NOLAN: I{e needed somebody who knew where New York was.

V_)z'

GREENE : @‘\ It seems to have been/‘k_'l_nd of - logical combination to have
an outsider to serve as the ‘no-ma.n who can Sl}lp out of the state
quietly the day after elections) and have someone like Feldman who
knows the politicians. Do you think it worked out pretty well?

NOLAN: Yeah, I think it worked out all right. I like@J/ ustin, got along
with him well, jﬁ'lowledge, background in New York polltlcs or some
background like that was absolutely essential. \7 There's a basic
principle of political operation, at/ieast the way the Kennedys
worked it) was having someone who is an outsider in an area come in.
In the national campaign on a statewide basis it's called a coordi-
nator. The .idea of having someone like that is that theydre free
of local ties, both good and bad. They have neither friends nor
enemiee) and if they're objective about what they do, they can func-
tion with a degree of freedom which is not shared by someone who
has worked in tha.’:; political area. Somebody who lives therti, but
hasn't worked m;(political area, is not much good really. So

- you need that kind of a combination. ¢
Well, then, U@at some pointy(: «3 I'm not sure
whether Justine « « ¢« I know 6Justin and I got together in

Weshington first but don't know whether thaf wasy, I guess that

was probably before we sort of moved up to New York and the Chatham
Hotel. We just set up an office there and started scheduling.

We
GREENE: We're not going to have too much more on this tape. ) probably

(@/don‘t have too much time.



NOLAN:

GREENE :

Yeah, I probably better catch this fellow before he leaves.
Okay, then maybe we ought to stop. This is kind of a logical

spot anyway.
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