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March 6, 1963 

Dictabelt 11A, Item 11A1 

Operator: I'm sorry to keep you waiting, uh . . .  

Ball:1

Operator: . . . Mr. Ball.  

 That's quite all . . .  

Ball: Yes. 

Operator: He'll be right with you.  

Ball: All right. Thank you.  

Speaker ?: [Words unintelligible] 

JFK: Hello. 

Ball: Hello, Mr. President. 

JFK: George, how are you? Did you ever. . . . We've got some information, you 
know, that Joxe's2 visit has been canceled to the United States by de Gaulle.3 
That he didn't want him coming around here. That French minister would be 
misunderstood. That lends a special interest again to Adlai's4

Ball: Yes, I, I spoke to him yesterday. He's coming down tomorrow, uh, to be here 
Friday. 

 trip. Have we 
ever found out what the genesis of that was? 

JFK: Yeah. 

Ball: What he said was this. That he's going over to a, NATO War College has a, a 
session . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

                                                 
1 George Ball.  
2 Louis Joxe. 
3 Charles de Gaulle. 
4 Adlai E. Stevenson. 
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Ball: . . . and he's, had been asked to go over and, and give a speech. And, uh, he 
had simply mentioned to, uh, the, uh, French delegate at the U.N. in New 
York that he was going to do this and this fellow had said, "Well, I hope you'll 
go see Couve5

JFK: Oh, I see, okay, fine. 

 while you are there," and, uh, uh, Stevenson said, "Well, I don't 
have any particular business to do." And he said, "Well, I think he'd like to see 
you." And so, uh, uh, this fellow went back to Paris and apparently he 
arranged a meeting with Couve. But I don't get, didn't get the sense from 
Adlai that there had been anything firm arranged with the general. 

Ball: That this fellow had simply said that, uh . . . 

JFK: Well, as long as we keep on that basis, that's fine. 

Ball: Yeah. 

JFK: Just . . . 

Ball: He's going to be down on Friday and I think he could . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

Ball: . . . we could either have him . . . 

JFK: When does he go? When does he go? 

Ball: Oh, at the end of the month, at, uh . . . 

JFK: Right.  Okay. 

Ball: . . . a couple weeks to go anyway. 

JFK: Good, okay, thanks, George. 

Ball: Right. Thank. . . . Thank. . . . 

                                                 
5 Maurice Couve de Murville. 




