


July 30, 1963 

Dictabelt 24A, Item 24A5 

JFK:      Hello.  

Rusk:1

JFK: Yeah. 

 Mr. President. 

Rusk: Uh, two points. The first one [CLOSED PENDING REVIEW]  proposed that 
the three governments invite U Thant2

JFK: Is he going to sign it then? 

 to come over for the signing. It's so 
hard for us to say no to that one. Uh, there could be some, some advantages, 
but the disadvantages of saying no would be, uh, pre-, pretty serious, I think. 

Rusk: No, he wouldn't sign it. He would be present for it. 

JFK: Yeah, well, I think that's probably all right then. 

Rusk: Well, now, the point here is though that if U Thant goes then this raises to a 
new level of sensitivity at our problem. 

JFK: Well, I think then that if U Thant goes then Adlai3

Rusk: I think he ought to go. 

 can go. 

JFK: If U Thant goes. 

Rusk: Right. 

JFK: But, uh, but that ought to be the condition. 

Rusk: All right. 

                                                 
1 Dean Rusk, secretary of state. 
2 U Thant, secretary general, United Nations. 
3 Adlai E. Stephenson, United States representative to the United Nations. 



JFK: It oughta be, it oughta be sold on that basis that if U Thant's gonna go, 'then 
Stevenson . . . 

Rusk: Right. 

JFK: . . . can go. 

Rusk: All right, fine. Well, we'll check that out. 

JFK: Uh, the, uh, what is the State Department going to put out on, uh, on, uh, de 
Gaulle?4

Rusk:     Well, we haven't, uh, we thought here that we would not, uh, uh, do anything 
today on this . . . 

 What's the sort of line? 

JFK: Yeah. 

Rusk: . . . that you might want to comment . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

Rusk: . . . in your press conference. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Rusk: But we're studying it. I mean that's the lead . . . 

JFK: That'll be our line that we're analyzing it. 

Rusk:     Because it's pretty, pretty long statement and has a lot of, uh, subtleties in it 
that we've got to think about. 

JFK:      [Laughs.] I should say it has, right. Okay. 

Rusk: All right. Fine. 

                                                 
4 Charles de Gaulle, president of France. 




