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Oral History Interview
with
MISS MAUD SHAW

April 27, 1965
New York City

This is the first part of an interview with Miss Maud Shaw,
who has been the Kennedy family nurse since -- vhen is it,

And you went to work for the Kemnedys right after Caroline was
born?

Yes, I took her on when she was eleven days old, in New York
Hospital,

You went up and met Mrs. Kemnedy when she was in the hospital?

I had seen her before, but I took Caroline from the hospital
and stayed in New York for quite a little while and then we

went back to Washington.

This was a big move for them, because it was a new house,
wasn't 1t?

It eertainly was. Yes, really a big move, Actually and truly,

when we first moved in it was only Caroline's nursery that was
really ready.

The rest of the household was in some disorder because of the
problems of getting settled?

Yes, it took quite a while before it was really settled, but
we were beautifully settled before we were moved in,
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Caroline must have brought great joy into the

life of the family.

Miss Turnure: Wonderful,

They really had a great relationship from the start.

Miss Shaw:
Miss Twrnure:

Mise Shaw:

During that time when

Missz Turnure

Mre. Kemnedy would do a lot of little things

Oh, yes, yes.

Miss Shaw:
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Mice Twrnmure: She really brought great joy to that household.
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How did you tell her about

Oh, yesi, I don't think any child could have as much love as
this child had.
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set and a new baby was on the way.
these new events?

Miss Shaw:
Miss Shaw:

$5%5s4
Mmmmea
§38041
i
i Ll
8 mmw

Miss Twrnure: Then the President and Mrs. Kemnedy left Palm Beach to come
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And she wasn't overvhelmed by the size of the house?

Miss Turmure:



Miss Shaw:

Miss Turnure:
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He made a big impression because the President of the




United States was talking to thenm,
Mise Turnure: It wasn't Unele Jack calling, It was the President calling.
Miss Shaw: Oh, certainly he had to meke an impression on that boy,

and Caroline too.

on
President his first chance to relax after a busy week with

routine?
Miss Shaw: Well, he loved to swim and take them on pienics on the
Honey Fitz. No matter who he had visiting him on political

their lives on the weekends
fact he joined in with all the Kennedy family, They all looked forward
him coming on weekends, because he was

them to come to and from the Air Force base on the helicopters, take

golf carts to the little village to buy lce cream cones and candies and
finally end up with great big grand slam races -- winning prizes, trophies.

Miss Turnure: What kind of races did they have?

Miss Shaw: Oh, he would set them all according to their ages and mostly
rumning races because he loved to see them run and fight to
get first place, And they all ended up with prizes., Every-

body seemed to get a prize whether they came first or last.

Miss Turnure: But he was adored by all the children., I can remember seeing
pictures like the Pied Piper «- him walking along with dozens
of little cousins following along behind,

Miss Shaw: Yes. They always waited for him., These weekends were as
much to them as they were to Caroline and John,

Miss Turmure: VWhere ever he was he really created a great atmosphere of
heppiness didn't he?

Miss Shaw: He had such & nice way. There was nothing boisterous or
loud., He just had such a calm way that the children all
felt confident. They looked at his face and he had such a

lovely smile and & kindness in his eyes that they all came to him,

Miss Turnure: He had endless patience, didn't he, in listening to stories
or asking questions?

Miss Shaw: I never saw him get impatient. I never saw him get cross or




Miss Shaw: Always so very thoughtful of other people's comfort.
Miss Turnure: You were mentioning sbout the helicopter., This was something

that John absolutely adoved, wasn't it, when he got oldex?
Mise Shaw: Ch, yes, I remember one time when he was sbout two and a
half, times he went with his father alone, but this

was already to course howls of tears from John when he found out
he wasn't going to go with his father, vhich made his father a lot grimmer,
He hated to see the child cry so much,

Miss Shaw: Oh, he thought he was going with his father on this
presidential plane, His son didn't know vhere he was going
but he plamned to go too.

supposed he wasn't as interesting because he was a baby.
But as he grew up did you notice that they were getting closer and closer?
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Miss Shaw:

Mise Tuwrnure: Were there other times when

their father's office?

Mige Shew:

Being such a great swimmer himself he was very keen

He really encouraged them all the time to swim better and do
that both of them should swim, John of course at the time

things better.

Oh, yes.

Mises Turnure:
Miss Shaw:




And had no fear....

Miss Turnure:

Neither had John, but he does have a little restraint

No.
that she didn't have.

Miss Shaw:

—

The children had so many pets around in the White House.
Was the Precident interested in them?

Mizs Turnure:

Miss Shaw:
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Miss Turnure: VWhat was his reason for wanting 1t put back in?

Miss Shaw:
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Was there a favorite game

Miss Turnure:

Miss Shaw:
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Miss Turmare: Then when Mrs, Kennedy went away on the long trip to India....

them vhere they were and what they were doing.
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Miss Turnure:

Yes, they were always brought in. Just to say hello and look

around and come back again.
state visitors to see a family like thi

all the ceremony.

They must have given such a wonderful

Migs Ehaw:
Miss Turnure:

Misas Shaw:
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Did you tell her that he was there with Patrick?

Miss Turnure:
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Thank
you. This
completes the interview with
Miss
Shaw

Miss Turnure:






