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HACKMAN: 

BALING ER: 

Oral History Interview 

with 

PtJQtU SU.lNGER 

May 26, 1969 
New York City 

By Larry J. Hackman 

I tho~ht maybe you cat:*! go back and begin 

by recall ingf'...in the period just after the 
_) 

assassination, your conversations with 

Robert Kennedy during the period when you 

were still in the White Houee, particularly 

his reaa.tion to your decision to stay in 

the White House. 

Well, first I think what I remember most 

vividly is the days immediately after the 

assassination of President iJohn F.] Kennedy. 



l 

-~-

-\'.__ i-, [~ -r: ~. ~) 
to Ho'Pe Sound withi\Bob over I went down the, 

I think it was the Thanksgiving weekend. in 

1963. Ilmean he was the most shattered' man 

I had ever seen in my lite. He was virtually 
~ 

nol){\.lllctioning. He would wll:ltftor hours by 

himself. About the only thing. • • • Fran 

time to time~e'd organize a . touch football 
~ 

game. As I recall Walter ~eridan was there, 

and there were a couple of other people there. 

But they were really vicious games. I mean 

it seemed to me the way he was getting his 

feelings out was in, you know, in knocking 

people down. Som&body, in fact, I think 

either [Edwin D ,J Ed Gutlunan or somebody 

broke a leg during one of those games. I 

mean they were really, really tough. But 

he didn't talk much about it~t that time. 
<..) 

And then when we went back to Washington, 

I did have a conversation wibh him about my 

stay in the White House. And his view was 

that, I mean, I had to sta~ I mean, that 



I 
I there was no chioce in the matter, and that 

really everybody should ·stay for a period of 

tiin'tV ~a that they owed it to President 

(Lyndon B.J Johnson at least to help him get 

through that period. I had actually sub_.. 

mitted my resignation to President Johnson 

immediately after the assassination. And the 

President asked me to stay on.But, you know, 

it was clear that I wasn't going to be able. 

You know, I just didn't. · · It didn't 

work out for me. And along about February 

of '64 ( :I began to think seriously about 

running f ~r the United States Senate. And 

I had some long conversations with Bob about 

that. And his general view was. • . . I 

don't think he was terribly enthusiastic 

about my rtnning for the Senate. But his 

view was, all right.) if you think you can 
/\ 

win. He arranged for me to see Jackie 

[Jacqueline B. Kennedy] one night. In fact, 

the three of us met at1--J think it was the 
__:;) 

. . . 
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Harriman House. And Jackie was mUich more 
' 

enthusiastic about rf¥ running thab Bob was. 
t0 

At least aha made me fee~ that she really 

thought it was a great idea for ma to run, 

ehe'd do anything she could to help me. 

And Bob still had some reservations about 

my running, but less~t seemed at that time. 
:J 

There'd been a poll taken by that time, 

which showed that I ran . . · 

Exe use me. [Interruption] 

You were talking about February and the 

discussion with Mrs. Kennedy and Robert 

Kennedy. 

But at least Bob was friendly eno~h to the 
that ( .) 

ide~- that he said /\he family would give me 

some financial support if I decided to rW'l. 

And I findly did decide to run~ I think it 

wa• the 19th of March, because the filing had 

to close on the 20th of March. And I called 

h~ I told him that I was going to run. 
_) 

And he wished me the best. And than I fl.aw 



..,_____ 

I 

1. 

·5-

out to California. During the primary campaign f\.-, 
~ 

I didn't have a great deal of contact with 

him. I mean, I talked to him two or three 

tirnee. He'd call and ask how I was doing, 

and I'd, you know, give him the latest polls. 

He arranged with fstephen E.J Steve 11mith 

to make a contribution to the campaign. 

When it got really tough/\-in the last ten 
~ 

days. • • • Actually the major charge that 

was being made against me that time was that 

I'd just been a press agent for John Kennedy. 

My people thought the best way to counteract 

that would be to have Mrs. Kennedy make a 

statement of some kind. So I talked to Bob 

about that, and he talked to Mrs. Kennedy. 

And Mrs. Kennedy was not willing to make a 

statenmnt, but she was willing to be inter-

viewed by some mutually acceptable reporter. 

So.fina1ly0we hit upon the idea of having 
--> 

her interviewed by [Robert E. ] Bob Thompson, 

because Bob Thompson had been a press 



I 
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~-

secretary to John Kennedy 4uring the 1958 

Senate race, and he was then working for the 

h A.a. Tim@e. So Bob Thompson did an inter-

view with her, in which she said some very 

kind things about me. And that made all the 

papers in Califronia, and, I'm sure, played 

a qjor role in my victory. So then/':~ won 

the primary by a handt majority--a little 

more than two hundred thousand votes. And 

I was ahead in the polls by about s illteen 

points against (George L.] Murphy. And so 

I went back to Washington. Then I spent 

accopple of days with Bob. We talked about 

the campaign and what I should do in between. 

And his suggestion was that I make a trip 

around the worl4:!> the idea being, you know, 

to give th~ impression of picking up on 

current issues and so on. so I planned a 

rather extensive trip, whchch was supposed to 

take me to Japan, to the Phill~ines, to 

Vietnam, t~ 1ndia, to rst(01~1, and then 



'"r 
I 

I 

T 

i 

behind the Iron Curtain, Yl¥Joalavia and 

POland. I started out on the trip, and I 

got as far as Vietnam. In fact, I was 

having a 1m1eting with the Prime Minister at 

tha ime •. .-.. L/ I : u-' (.i. • t t , wuOSe name was ~'' ·i·-' i' • ;, ·. 

when I got. a aall fran the White House, 

saying that Clair Engle had died, and that 

they wanted fD9 to cane home. so I came 
t:, 

-~~~· an~ -~~n. ~~~/~ight hours 
- • JI 

later cnI 

was ·~_he plane to the ~nate. I happened 
/\ 

to arrive in WashingtOlh-to take 
'.._) 

up my job in 

the senatwust about the time that Bob was 
> 

seriously considering announcing candidacy 

for the Senate himself. And I went out. • 

I remember we spent a day by the pool. I 

was very much for him :tunning. I thOU';Jht 

that. • • • First of all, I thollfht he 

could win. He talked to me about the car­

o' 
petbagger issue, because that had piously 

{\ 

• • 

been a problem with me, and it was going to ~ 

J 

i, 

be a problem with him. Of course I felt that;--~ 
/'-.-,/ 

._) 
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I told hinV; that I thoi.:ght that the issue was 
l./ 

a more spurious issue with me than it was wt:bh 

him. He was going to have a tougher time with 

it. He asked me if I thought that his running 

would have any effect on my campaign. And I 

told him I didn't think it would. I must say 

that all my campaign advisors were f inn against 

Bob rtmning. They thought it would really 

kill me in the race. But I thought it was 

important for him to run. I can't remember 

specifically when, but it wasn't very much 

longer after that, a couple or three days 

later, that he called me and said he was 

going to run. During the · campaign, when he 

I 

was running, and I was running, we were in 

t~uch sporadically, mostly in the form of 

calls frcrn him. He was starting to read 

things out of the press. And there were 

press guys caning back fr1rips with 

Johnson, telling him I was in real troubleo 

And he wanted to know 1f there was anything 



r 
\ ~ . 

-':J-

he could do. 
' ~-( 

And there really wasn't at that 
., 

poin1t> because one of the issues U:>. the cam-

paign was that the Kennedy's were trying to 

establish a nationwide synd i cate, you know, 

to run the country1 and I was part of this 

overall conspiracy, and we had all been sent 

to various places to run. I personally 

don't .think that that was the is sue-,11 that 
~ 

beat me in the race. There are people who 

think that was, but I think probably it was 

a combination of a couple things. One, I 

think the biggest mistake I made, I think, 

was in allowing myself to be appointed. I 

think if I had just said, "I'm going to leave 

this up to the decision of the voters, 11 I 

think that would have been more helpful. 

And then, of course, Proposition 14--it was 

a murderous Usue, and I -nt al~out on it, 

and knowing full well what the consequences 

were going to be. But I think those two 

issues. • • • I'I'b1a carpetbagger issue was 



used, in tac;:t., I think the last week of the 

· campaign they were running full page ads 

every ~ay saying "D<m't vote for a man who 
~ 

can't vote for himself." And there were over-

tones, of course, of ~ ,Bob Kennedy in New 
't' 

York and me in California~ype thing. So 
/. ' 0 '"1 i ·' . ., .. ,., _,.---

/ ----- ' ( 
.__. ...-;---at any rat.~ I would say the conversations ..._ __ 

were pretty much that durin9 that period. 

And then, of course, the night of the 

election, when I lost, I _got a very nice 

call fran Bob during the night, saying that 

1 he was really quite upset that I'd lost. 

I And he said he was very proud of the way 

I• d lost. And it was a very warm and typical 
' . f ' 

Bob Kennedy-&r .. ersat ion. 

Then after that, of course, I went back 

to Washington. And I -3.ly was at kind of 

loose eru!s. I didn •t know what to do. An~ 

I went out to see Bob, and he $aid, "How 

would you like to go to Europe?'' So he 

organisr;ed this trip for me, where I would 



represent the Kennedy family with this 
r:$.h.\,i\ of f ..n I J 

traveling~~ the Kennedy Library. I 

If 

was to represent them in Zurich, add in Milan. 

I took Dr:/ son with me, and I made that trip 

~or about two weeks, which had the side angle 

of it that that's where I proposed to my 

wife1'-on that trip. 
_) 

And I came back and I went t)O work on 

the west coast. I would say the period of 

'65-'66, I'd be occasionally in Washington 

or New York and see Bob, but we never heally 

had any discussions of anything fundamental. 

I think that really the next time~en we 
_) 

started getting into serious discussions/ 
) 

once was in the summer of '6 7. 

Can I run back over a few things before we 

do this? When you were considering going 

into California, and he was reluctantrJlt 
_) 

first, did he give solid reasons? Did he 

ever say, "You can• t put this together 
.) .. 

in California." And did be talk solid 
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politics ~~r . c v --t 

No, I think it was mostly on the basis 

that he thought it would be bad for somebody 

to come out of the Kennedy White House, and 

get killed in an election immed iataly. Now (,,___ 
/ 

whether he waa thinking in terms of the lon~ 

term considaratioos for himself, or whether 

he just thOWJht it was a bad idea for me 

personally, we never really went into. But 

I got the idea that he felt it would be 

helpful, overall, if I could win, but it 

would be very unhelpful if I lost. 

During this period while you were still 

in the White House as Johnson's press 

secretary, what could you see developing 

in the Whole Johnson-Kennedy relationship 

in this period? Were you the go-between 
,~ 
~ any back and forth on this at that time? - ' 

I was to a certain extent the go-betweel:l! 

because Johnson had long and involved con-

veraationa with me about Bob Kennedy and 



about Jackie Kennedy. And I'm sure these 

conversations were held for the purpose of 

nr:f conveying these attitutdes to them. And 

I did convey these attitudes to them. It 

was clear to me that he was convinced that 

Bob Kennedy had been the man who had tried 

to stop his nanination for 'z..ice ~esident. 

He repeated that to me over a period of 

weeks. And I told him my own \lllderstanding 

of the '(ice fresidential nomination, which 
\ 

is set out in rr.ry book--the fact that I was 

convinced from my conversation with Bob 

Kennedy in the Biltmore Hotel the morning 

after the nomination of John Kennedy, that 

Bob Kennedy was indeed not only not against 

his nomination, but had been one of the peopl.e 

who had Su:Jgested it. But he refused to 

believe that. And it was clear that he 

harbo~ed a real grudge against Bob Kennedy 

for w'hat he thou;Jht tll!as his rol.e in that 

affair. He also was rather uncomplimentary 
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about a ·number of people who had worked in 

the White House during John Kennedy'~ 
~ "cj·q '-: Y. 

Administration, and that were carr4'M over 
• 

during his administration. , He felt they'd 

snubbed him durin9 the t~ tha+.e•a been 

'\ce rresident. P. -
This would be (t-kGeorge] aunay or ' [p. fanne~ 
o' Donnell or. • • • 

This would be I think [Theodore c. J Sorensen 

to some extent, O'Dmnell to some extentp 

He always seemed to have a pretty good 

relationship with [Myer J Mike Feldman. He 

seemed to have a good relationship with 
I 

Mac Bundy. He felt that tad gone out of 

nr:t way to be nice to hdm during the time 

(,; t. 
that he was _ l ice ~resident, so that we 

had a pretty good relationship during the 

time that I was there. But I could see in 

those oonv~sations the start of a real, 
'---- . 
~-

,r"'\ 
pr811erit Bob Kennedy fran becanaing President. 

'-.._./ 
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T 

-is-

And I •m convinced, t.hat if he could have 

figured out a way not to run for President 

in 1964 without giving the nomination to 

Bob Kennedy, tlaat he would not have run in 

1964. 

Really? 

Yeah, because, you know_j'- ·~ I was one of 

the people that was going around the country, 

in fact/\..saying to Bob Kennedy in 1967, that 

Joha.mnl will never be a candidate for President 

in 196l. That was one of the reasons why 

whatever I said was not: really not too 

effective in these meeting~ because people 

th~ht I was off my rocker:. because I was 

saying, you know, "The problem is not h0".<1 

you• re going to beat Jolmson. The problem 

is not Johnson. He• s not going to be a 

candidate.u Because Jolmson said to me 
\ ,' ,1 

j -·\ 

at least fifteebli times how much he hated 

the White House~ how he'd much rather be 

down ~ his ranch.~ he couldn • t understand 



-Uo-

why he had ever thoUJht the reeponaibility. • • #!) 

he didn't like it. And of course, the first 
-:;: DJ_,, 
ooupl~ times that be said it, I didn't 

believe him. But ~\.s:"y I began to 

believe him after a wbil~~ · And. it's interesting-

! noticed a little interview, ,that did.n. 't get 
"1 • I •' ,, j 
I " '! ' t I - ,,,..--. 

a lot of attention, with Mrs i'\ Johnson, 

which said that she believed he wouldn •t · 

have been -i.- a candidate in 1964, if he could 

have figured an honorable way out. s o I'm 

convinced that Bob Kennedy's strength at that 

positim was the only thing that prevented 

J?~~on from pulling <?Ut;:. of the race an 1964. 
~ /t -...A- ,.J• I .· __ ,-~-·- - ---... / 

This ~oesn 't have anythin~ to do with Bob, 
; 

but Johnson was 1terin9 with the idea of making 

Mrs. Kennedy ambassador to France, or to 

Mexico. I discussed those things with Bob 

Kennedy, not in a serious way, but just to 

pase it ono ~ I remember he ~ol.d. me not 

- -to even to talk to Jackie about it,~~-

it was a total waste of time. She waan 't 
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interested, and she wasn't going to do it. 

Johnson was also bitter about his in.ability 

to get Mrs. Kennedy to acme to the White 

House and participate in various ceremonies 

412ring that time, althOUJht.he maintained, or 

at least outwardly, a rather warm feeling for 
I 

her. He cou1dnlt understand after all his 
A 

kindness to her, why she wouldnf t come 

dCMU and appear at these various ceremonies. 

I'm trying to think of other. • • • I felt 
.....;,.. 

myself in a rather uncc::in1'fortable position. 
\ 

I didn't want to get into a thing where I 

was consid~rea to be selling out by the 

Kennedy's. 
- \ 

~~· _at the srune time 
1
!- really 

.._, 

did feel I Ot.¥Jht tojtay for a while. As it 

f ina1ly emerged when I left in March, it 

worked out well with everybody considered. 

Do you feel there was more feeling against 

people staying on from other members of the 
-\'..! \\\\ . • 

family, than there was \ o ~bert Kennedy 

? W P,j,, 11~ 10 Nr . UN reasorulble? 
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---l ,....,--
/ 

-~ 

Yea, I'm not sur~ . _ ._~I never really 

felt any hostility fran anybody in the family 
-,'/ ' c _,.-

about/\ lrl:.ayin9 on. But I know that there 

was hostility towards sane other people who 

stayed on. But I think that eaf all the 

people, that Bob Kenne~y understood it better 

than anybody. I mean, I think that he was 

a realist, and that he understood the sitruation. 

He, as far as I know, made no effort to pul.l 
~~ 

people out of the Whi te House . D~ you ever 
YI~ 
aialcyou ever discuss with him, or can you 

remember his conunents about , J ohnson's 

relations with the press in this -period~ 

what he was trying to do, your problems 

with him? 

Well, I didn't have any basic problems 

during this period. This i s what you would 

call Johnson's golden period with the press. 

It was a period When he was accepting advice, 

when he was accessible, not only to the 

press, but to me. But tha.t dried up around 
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Pebruary or ?1arcb of 1964. And of course, 

in the conVeraations I was ha1'ing with Bob 
•. · ! 

wblle running for the Senate, I was also 

telling him it was impossible tor me to 

stay, and it was just a questioo of how I 

figure out how to ge/out of the White Houae, 

You don't remember any of his oCX183nts, or 

if he made any comments, about Johnson's 
.. ; .. \ ; . ; 

performance during QlISi several months? 

No, I don't. 

What about the 

Kennedy ,for the 71ce jesident~ then in '64? 

Did you get involved in this at all, or 

discuss that with him? There's always sort 

of been a disagreement on how interested 

he really was. 

I never discussed the /ice fesidency with 

him. I wam, well;:! was one of those that 
____) 

never felt that it would be a great idea 

for him to be/ice resident in the Johnson 

Administration. Thi• subject cama up quite 
I " 



..___. 
\ 
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., 

-J:..v-

actively in the '67, early '68 period. We 

can get into that later. J • m trying to 
w-1- I u ( \.,. .... --f ( l ~ ~'-A._ :t---'tf-

remember nowA though, that made the announoement. 

that no ment>er of the Cabinet was 9oi ng to 

be • • • 

You were gone by that time • • • 

SALIWERa When was that announcement made? 
\.._... ~-

HACKMAt; a ...--.---;--~ because that• s at least in April, if 

S.~Il~ER: 

SALIWERi 

not May. 

Oh. Well thenyJ wasn • t there. 

A ntmlber of people have said that Robert 

Kennedy became very involved in the personal 

lives of bhpeople who were around him. At 

the time When you ware in the midst of 

getting your divorce and remarrying, did 

he take any interest in this, or try to 

give advice on personal things like this1 

I know he did with aome people. 

Well, to a certain extent he did. Bob did 

not like m,y wUe~uring the time that I 
_j 

was in the White House. In fact, he was 
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i 
I 

rather hostile towards her. And she was 

very hostile towards him. Sb it did not; 

make for a good relation.ship. He imnediately 

took an extreme liking to ray girl I was 

going to marry, and eventually did marry. 

And that turned i.ilto a very wonderful and 

very beautiful relationship. They becrure 

great friends, and she did a lot of things 

for him when he w-as running, and I'd be 

same other place in the country, and he'd 

come to California. We can get into that. 

At the time pf the assassination, 11'he was 

the one that Ethel sent out to tell the 

children. On a social basis, even though 

my ov.m relationship with Bob Kennedy had 

alway• been terrific, I was never very camfo~ 
-~able in the total social relationship 

with him with my other wife, because she 

just didn't fit into the group at all. And f . 

of course, that was helped a great deal 

after I got remarried. And then during 
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the winters of 1 66 and '6hwe went up to 
-f 

sun Val1ey and spent the New Year's holidays 

with Bab and Ethel and the children and the 

rest of the family. So there was much more 

of a social relationship there than there 

had been in the past. 

Well, Bob's principal advice to me was 

always was on the sUbject of weight. He 

hi 
wouU raise lliall with me about gaining weight. 

We periodically had. • • • Oh, we had 

contests from time. • • • He would devise 

contests to make me lose weight, starting 
, 

back as early as when I was workill;<J ' fo~ the 
. I . /\ 

Senate Rackets Committee. One night he bet 
/\-

me fifty dollars I couldn't lose twenty 

pounds in a week. He was always on me 

about my weight. 

One thing I'd skipped over. I don't know 

if you recall;fn the period when you wera 

stil.l in the White House, this thing with 

the New Hampshire primary. Paul Corbin 
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was up in New Hampshire,. apparently organizing 

a write-in. Thi• is back in '64. Do you 

remember get.ting involved in that? 

I ~idn 't get involved in it. Now that 

I think about it, I rememberj ohnson did 

talk about Corbin. He kept saying, you 

for Corbin to be up 

without Bob Kennedy's personal approva;i.,-

because he knew 'ha..-1 close Corbin was to Bob 

Kennedy. ltidm\t Johnson have Corbin fired 

off the Democratic National Committee at 

that time? 

HACKMAN: I think he fired him a couple time~~\ ~ 
~·· p k ~· J-.¥- if"'-' ~ 0 0 

It was a direct relationship apparently 

of that event. I think he was genuinely 

worried that Bob might try to run against 

him for the nanination. Excuse me. I •ve 

got to talk. • • • [Interruption] 

HACKMAN'a You were » tdking about Corbin. A nuniber 

of pe0ple have had troUble really explaining 
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the relationship between Robert. ~edy 

and Corbin. 

And I'm among those people. 

How do you figure this? 

I've never really clearly understood that 

relations~ip. I •m not one of the Corbin 

. --·-·-"'t' JI ,-~ 
,...,--traiy admirers. I never quite figured out 

-/\ 
w'hat Bob saw in him. But there was no 

question, that relationship existed, and 

Bob liked him. I never discussed Corbin 

with Bob. I k.nOW" that Kenny o 'DeNNlllJ'... did ' ') 

at some length;-·£Il a couple of occasions, 
\ ._, 

because he was one of the people that was 

really out to get Corbin. But I can't 

explain it. 

Do you remember the beginnings back 1n 

Wisconsin, when he came in? 

Well, I was in Wisconsin. t re~~ 
./ 

vividly meeting Carbin, becaus~ 

I •m trying to think howr-corbin also met ey 

sister at that time. ;(have a halflaister, 
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who was at that time livin9 in Rockford. 

Illinois, which is not far fran Janesville. 

Wisconsin, where Cgrbin . lived. And they 

got to know each other, and so that• a hO\tl 

Corbin came into my life1ind of, through 

my half sister. And--f>f couree, he was damn 

effective in what he did out there in that 

part of the thing, and I think that• s what 

attracted Bob to han in the first place, 

was that he was a very, very effective 

fellow. But then/}.Pf course, as it wtmt on 
~ 

throUJh history and, the number of screw-ups 

that Corbin was involved in were monumental. 

It was hard to figure out how Bob stayed 

with him. But Bob was very loyal to people. 

And. you know, there were guys that JFK 

was loyal to, that you scnetimes wondered 
,.,..-.., 

what the hell their contr ibut ion was. But 

l (' f f 
that's affact of 11*' in the Kennedy family. 

And there• s nothing you can do about it. 

You talked about discus~ing ·with Robert 
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• 
Kennedy h f."Ji.s deo is ion to enter the New York 

Senate race in • 64. Is this sanet.hing he 

was at all excited about, or was he reluctant 

to go in, or cou16n't find anything else to 

do ••• ? 
I don't think he was excited about it, but 

I think he felt that he needed a base to 

operate fl;'an. I don 1 t recall him having any 

particular enthusiasm for it. And I think 

he thought there would be a t ough and long 

campaign. And 13ob was not, in my opinion,. 

at that time of his life, paychologicalllf 

tuned to be a candidate for public office. 

He didn:1:b meet people easily. He was not 

the back-slapping, handshaking type and, in 

fact. he looked upon that with a great deal 

of borr~he 4clea of having to do that. 
) 

I'm trying to think of some of the alternatives 

we discussed at the time. I 'rn not sure that 

we didn't discuss~at one time~e possibility 

of going back to Massachusetts and running 
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for ~overnor. I think he felt that that 

would be unfair to ~ward M. !Kennedy~ Teddy 

in a way. It would carve down his 1Nn thing. 

I think he wantet'I to stay in government and 

public service. There was nothing in bu6inesa 

that interested . him. So he finally came down 

to the Senate* but it really is the only 

availlsble ch•ice. 

What kind of attitude did he have . toward~ 

saneone like yourself, then, going i1>.to 

busines~ an area Which he had no interest 

in at all? Do you think that was easy for 
'-----7:_ cl1 ·c:L 

him to underktand, or difficult, or ~ 
e~c:r ~u+ii- ) 

he/\make any comments~ 

No. The only time we gver discussed it~t 

any length~as when we organized this 

mutual fund, the one I'm now helping to run, 

back 1n late • 66. And the first sti>Dies 

f 
crune ~,~ which indicated that it was a 

number of Kenne~y people that were involved 

in this. And of course, he was quite concerned 
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about whether this thing might achieve a 

bad reputation, which would rub otf on the 

~ 

Kennad~•· And he kept talki119 to me about 

i~you know, how'• it doing, and be careful. 
G= 

As a matter of fact, it turned out to be a 

huge success, and there was never a minute o4l wor r(f 

for him~ it. But frccn that standpoint ')'-

he was very, very aware of the fact, that 

if anything had gone wrong in that particular 
I 

business enterpriser; ·, that somehow or other ,_,, 

it would have lapped over to the Kennedy's. 

I don't know if you remember that [Paul A.] 

~ Paul Fino, a ongressman, .. · attacked the fund 

on the floor of the House, using the Kennedy 

thing. So it was• vulnerable thing fran 

that standpoint, and he was concerned, and, 

I don 't th ink, very en th ua iaat ic about it. 

A8 time paased~en he was in the Senate, 

did you ever hear him talk about what he 

thought of the Senate? Do you think he 

began to like it more after a while? 



SALDIJBR1 I don't remember him being greatly entbuaia•tic 

about the Senate either. He thought that, the 

way the Seaate ran was archaic. He didn't 

see it as a real action place. And I think 

be was rather restless with the Senate. We 

didn't discuss it in any specific terma. 

This was just the kind of impression I had. 

I• d go up and sit in the Senate office for 
I 

I four or five hours at a time. And he would 
I ... 
I -spend most o£ his time talking to people 

'-r-
and on problems, which were not at all directly 

1 

related to his Senate duties. You know, he 

had a constant stream of foreign visitors. 

I arranged for a lot of people to see him. 

French politicians like Pierre Mendes-France 

\ . 
and Francois Mitterrand wanted to 

see him. And he was intereeted in talking 

to thotse kind of people. He was mu:h more 

interested in doing that than in talking tc·-, 

you know, people from Mississippi and things 

like that, than he was. • • • He also, you 
·. ·- . 
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kn~ •:?/)\.I think ·he felt that he ~s 
able to uae the Senate to highlight problems. 

r. • ~~hole.... 
He was very keenly in_.terested in the~ 

Indi• thing. He really got hooked on the 

Indian thing in a big way! In fact, he 

kin;f used to aQmetimea exasperate m~ becauae 

he•d talk about Indians in places where 

there were no Indians';' there hadn ' t been 

Indians for a hundred years, and people 

didn't care about Indians. It was just not 

a moving issue for these people. My wife 

went with him one day to an Indian reservation, 

or an Indian school in California. This is 

in the early '68, actually. She came back, 

I mean, just terribly impressed with how he 

got down to the center of the problem, 

de•pite the efforts of the administratioo of 

tht school to kind of keept.it as a kind of 

placid visit, you know. 

How did people like Mitterrand and the other 1>' 

particularly the French people, that you 
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brought in to see him, react to him. Did 

he communicate eaaily with people like thie, 

or did he have a real problem? 

No, he did •••• Both Francois Mitterrand 

and Pierre Mendes-Prance were enormously 

impressed witjl Bob Kennedy. They thought 

he was a terrific. • • • And they thought 

he would make a great President of the United 

States. Both of them were very, very mu::h 

affected by his death. You know, they're 

both friends of mine, and I've talked to 

them a great deal since therl(V P1erre 

Mendes-France particularly, because of his 

own involvement in Vietnam11)-.~ was very 

sympathetic to 8ob's efforts to try to 

extricate the United States from Vietnam. 

Talking of France, his visit to France in 

'67 was pretty much of a aisaster. It was 

badly organized. He aaw the wrong people 

wen he was there. He was badly handled 

from the press standpoint. And he did not 
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make a very favorable impreasion in France 

at that time. A fellow like lJ0b~r1] 't>eu~e..- frle£y 

who's a very important fellow, the editor 

ot 1dl, Mgnde, a cosiderable playboy. All 

that was really based on the fact that he 
'/ou Kr-Jt>u)~ 

ha.dn' t gone to see him. Alt he'd spent a 

half hour with him, you wouldn't have had 

that problem. But he didn't see those type 

of people. Instead he went around and saw 

politicians. 

Who was respon. • • • What, poor advancing 

of the trip, or what was responsible for 

this state'? 

I don't think the trip was really advanced, 

to tell you the truth. 

No one came with. • • • Did anybody • • • 

Well, he had 'i°'-rtde n ~~\.)..."'°\ but Bill, 

I mean, I like Bill, but Bill was not the 

right fellow to send to France with h~ 

Bill didn't speak any Frencl"Y,\to begin with. 

So it did not create. an overall favorable 
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impression. That was manifested~to sane 

ext.an~ the reporting in the French 

preas on his assassination, Which 'waa very 

sympathetic to him, but did not give him 

great marks on what he had acccmpliahe~ d.ori'(t 

his lifetime. 

Why the problems with the press~articularly, 

other than the .!:dl.MondQ editor? What other • • • 

Well, I think generally across the board he 

didn't see any of the important eBitors 

in France. He didn't see any of the important 

writers in France when he was there. I 

understand h•s reason was that he was trying 

to really stay out of the press. But then, 

on the other hand, he had this backgrounder 

in Paris, which was a total disaster. After 

he had met [E+ieNi-e J fV\0--na_c.~ -~ 
who• s nCM the French lW\bassador to Peking, 

and who had briefed him on some stuff, that 

apparently the Viet Cong or the North Vietammese 



. . -: ~ ! 

SALING8R1 

-· .iti 

HACKMANi 

SALINGER1 

HACKMANc 

SALDDJ!IRa 

-34-

--
try to take political advantage out of that 

thing, \ihich I think was a mistake. 

Did you discuss this with him at the time? 

I dticussed it with him afterwards. I was 

very upset by the trip. And-;'\ of course, as 

far as France was concerned he always 

figured I had some bias because of my French 

wife. I just said, you know, "Next time 

you go to France, let's organize it a di£-

feren.C way." And in fact, we were talking 

about it on the trip to France. "Well, we' 11 

do it a different way." 
'"?'~] 

Can you remember discussing [Charles (!!)- 1 de 

Gaulle with him? 

Yeah. He was impressed with de Gaulle. He 

thought de Gaulle was a rather impressive 

man. 

Policy-wise, thoUJh, can you remember any •••• 

No, I don't remember any discusaion of policy. 

-~ 



SALINGER: 

During the, say, '64 - '67 period, can you 

r8member diecussing his own future with ~ /)' 

political fut~ether he weuld stay in 

the Senate? 
~· 

Well, it was 8~iscuss with him, I 

mean, he really wasn • t f oous ing on his C7.oi!l 

future. You'd start a discussion with hlm, 
would 

and you• d quickly ~o off the track into 

something else. Really the first time that 

I was able to get him to sit down and talk 

about it was about the summer of '67. But 

I would say, between the assassination of 

Jolm Kennedy and the middle of '67, that he 

was really not convinced in his own mind, 
.fl}\\ 

artd he really didn't have a Gull grasp of 

hi:5 '-)"' 
..._, own ... futur~ and he didn ' t realize6 

because he didn't know what he wanted to do. 

NO\tf,,.,f course, people were talking about him 

as a potential presidential candid.ate, but 

unles~~r;;d~ sanebody that had any. • • • 

I would be very surprised if you find anybody 
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that. had a serious discussion with him about. 

it. during that time. 

wel1, sooieone has said that in '66 they 

thought that he was. • • • Johnson' a 

popularity was going way down in this 
q 

period, and his was going waf up. And 

they thought that at that pointe probably 

would have been ready to go in • 68. But 

then in '67 he came back off of it. Y0 u 

don't have that impression at all? 

No. You may get a some\tJhat different view 

from fellows Who were with him on a a:.lt-;{ 
day basis, like Adam JAdam Walinaky J Gild 

' ) ' 
Peter [Peter Edelman] and pepple like 

that. And of course, they were very much 

activists for him running for President 

during this period of time. And they probably 

were needling him about ::6 and talking to 

him about it. I wae more in and out during 

those days, and not in touch with him on 

a daily basis. But. I did n6t get the 
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impraaaion that he was gilaing any serioua 

tho\.¥3ht to it. 

Bftfore we start d iscusaing the October 

Regency meeting, and the things leading up 

to this, are there other things you can 

th~ of in that '64 - '67 period7 you talked 

with him about? 

No, not anything specific. I'm going to go 

back and look through my c arrespondence, 

and see if I have some letters back and forth 
"l .. 

*.tth him and things like that, that might 

be helpful here. 

Okay. Maybe we can talk just abl)'Bt.Uew, 

you said, by the summer then of '67 maybe 

you got ••• 

In the late swmner of '67, I think it could 

have been as late as SGIP&>ember, I went and 

spent the day with him at Hickory Hill. And 

I said, "You know, now, I haven• t discussed 

this with you at any great length, but I 

mean, I think we got to f aae up to '68. I 



... 

think that there's a real chance that you're 

going to have to make a decision about running 

for President in '68. I think you've got to 

focus on it, and I think you have to start 

having some people th ink for you in those 

term';6' and give you their best ideas as to 

what to do." And he said, "Well, what do 

you suggest?" And I said, "Well~ I think 

a masting should be organized, and I _think 
,\, 

it's a meeting you should 1be at, lUld '1Jhould 
I I 

be a meeting under another guise, but a 

meeting where we got togethtlr soae of the 

people in whom you have confidence, and~ 
let them just bat it around for a couple of 

hours, and then come back to you and tell 

you What they say. 11 so he said, "Well, I 

think that' s a good idea. " So be said , 

"Why don't you proceed and organize it." 

And we dee!ided that the cover for it would 
to Nw York 

be a visit I was going to ma.ke/\in October/)'. 

'6~for the publication of the p~ack 
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edition of my book. I worked up a list. 

I went back to California~d I worked up 
) 

a list. And I called them. I think the 

only name that I did not have on my own 

first list, that he added, was (Fred.erick G.] 
( O' l)of.ltJ,LL] 

Fred Dutton. But I had KennYi, and I had 

put [Charles] Chuck Dalfy in, and Ivan 

Nestingen. Anyway about twenty-four hours 

before the meeting, he began to th ink 

maybe he should come to the meeting himself. 

W1talked about that, and I thought it would 

be a bad idea. I thought, you know, if 

you showed up at the meeting, it's sure 

to leak out. And this way it's got some 

chance of not leaking out. We had [Richard N.J 

Goodwin and (Arthur M., Jr.] Schlesinger. 

But then he said, "All right, well suppose 

I send a few other. p'pEle anyway." So then 
Q\-<:..fhc.tJ §y Sw+l-t,J (Thomas F.] 

he aug~sted sending Stev~ fvrom Johnston, 
[.JO ~(!OR h F0 J "---'Y 

A 'troe Dolan, and the Senator himself~ed. 
13' 

So they all came to the Regency. I would 
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say that the reports that indicate that the 

meeting was generally against his running 

is a •airly accurate account of that meeting. 

The only people who were really articulately 

for him runnin%-,at that poin~ere Dick 

Goodwin and Arthur Schlesinger. Teday was 

very much against his running. Ted Sorensen 

was very much against his running. [William 

~den] Bill \.anden Heuvel was against his 

running. Kenny o•tbnnell was totally non-

conunittal at that point. And I think in 

later discussions I had with Kenny.qJle was 

noncommit~;;z because he didn't believe 

Bobby'd run. The only decision that was 

taken at that meeting, of any e££ectiveness, 

was that we would run a poll in the state 

of New Hampshire, to see how he would run 

against Johnson in the New Hanpshire primary. 

I never saw that poll, but I'm told that it 

showed that he ran very '1adly against Johnson. 

Knowing what we know now, it was a mistake 
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to rely on that poll, because he sbowed 

a · lot better than, of course, (EU'.Jene J. J 

McCarthy was showing at that time. And 

he would have come on strcng, I think, in 

the New Hampshire primacy. So I reported 

back to Bobby on this. And then, of course, 

the sto~ leaked about the meeting. Somebody 
~ Q • ..il~nd J EvM::> o._nd j'.!okr+ J No•<>l\e 

leaked tt t Evans ] Evans No~ 

Di~ you ever track that down? 

Well, I have three suspects. My leading 

suspect was \anden Heuvel, followed 

closely by Schlesinger and Goodwin. Sombbody 

leaked it to them. But it leake~actually~ 

not in a very bad way. I mean, if I was 

Jolmson sitting in the White House, I 

wouldn't have been too upset 

meetin~because the way the 

with that 

story read 

was all these f ell~w'ho were great advisors 

of Bob Kennedyf\Were urging him not to run 
) 

for President. Then it was suggested we 

have a second meeting. I suggested we have 
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a second maatin9,, and that we compartmentalize 

the meeting, 6noorder to have some idea who 

might be leaking ~t we have one group 

with all the potential leakers in it, and 

then a second group without theIU. And that's 

how we set up the second meeting we had. 

I dontt remember precisely the date but • • • 

I think it's December 14 or something. Let 

me go back just a couple things on this 

first one. One, I've talked to three 

people, and they've all given me different 

dates for the meeting. Now you probably 

don't remember the exact dat~ but one person 

said that first meeting was late October. 

Sorensen says it's October eighth. He has 

it in ~is notebook. Another book says it• s 

early in November. It must be October from 

what you say. 

Well, I've got a book~ and I've got it out 

on the ~ast, and I' 11 have my secretary 

look at it. But it strikes me it was early 
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October. 

Okay. What were Robert Kennedy's •••• 

When he suggested also that Steve Smith, 

and Johnston, and Dolan ccme, 'What reasons 

did he have to get these people in on it~ 
and how did that change the character of the 

meeting, if at all? 

Well, it changed the character t26 the 

extent that it was much more personal 
b?f h io1 s e Hl : 

involvemenm<x\ the meeti.ng. I t was to 

be originally. • • • Under the orig i nal 

concept~t was to be a meeting of people 
) 

wlio had no current c~nnect ian with Bob Kennedy, 

except they were friends of his. Ana when 

yo~dded Steve and Ted, of course, you added 

family. And when you added Joe, you added 

a member of the staff. And I was not very 

enthusiastic about that at the moment, because 

I thought that having a meniber of the staff 

there was much too close to bane, if the 

story should ever leak. Now the story did 
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appear. I don• t th ink tbaft*ml' s name 

ever appeared among those who were there. 

But Bob insisted on them ccming, you know. 

I made my objections known to him on the 

phone, and he insisted on them c c:ning. And 

I think that way he felt he could get a 

double reading on it, a more personalized 

reading. So that • s how the meeting took 

place, and that•s What happened. 

HACKMAN: Wllre there other people that you had on 

your list of people to invite, that refused 

to come and get involved • • • 

SALINGER a Nobody refused to come. I think there were 

a couple names taken off. 

HACKMAN: Yeah, I heard that. I wondered if • • • 

(Richard K.] Dick Donahue, I think, that 

was on my list. Kenny O'Donnell said that 

he didn't want Dick Donahue there, as I 

ree.all. Th• list was checked with llob and 
-tlor-

with Ken O'Donnell. Bob told meAany list 

that. Ken and I could agree on would probably 
. < .• 
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be all right for hi~'cause ha had~ lot 

of faith in Kenny's political judgment. 

I'm trying to think. somewhere +ust have 

a tile that 1 s got some jottings of ray own 

on who wae invited to this meeting. I'll try 

to track it down. 

Okay. When you say that Sorensen, and 

Edward Kennedy and several of the others 

were very much against it, was this in terms 

of going into one of the early primari~/~ 
New Hampshire, or Wisconsin, or is this in 

any kind of effort to • • • terms of making 

Te1Sorensen was 

effort in 1968. 

against making any kind of 

I remember his speech very 

clearly. He was talking in terms of •• • • 

He said, "You've got to preserve Bob's 

position for 1 72. '72's his y~and '68 

is not." And he was very adamant on that 

point. And I think that Ted Kennedy kind of 

agreed with him on tha~khat it was a bad 

idaa to burn Bob up in • 68 to a campaign 

I 
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that he'd probably lose. You know, a sitting 

President had never been defeated at a 

convention. You know, these kind of 

arguments were coming forward. So the 

argsnent was not in terms that he shouldn't 

enter the primaries, and just ~ind of sit 

back and wait and see what happened. That 
-y~ci~ :c.. 

was not the~ "argument. We got into 

that a little later. But at this time 

there was an overall d i scus sion of whether 

h e should even r un i n 1968 . 

You'd said earlier that you started to say 

somewhere in this time period, that Johnson 

probably would not run in '68. 

I said that at that meeting. 

At that meeting. DiCI anybody else feel 

this way? 

Nobody else agreed with me. Nobody else 

~ .... agreed with me. I wa I did not 
\ j 
I 

say at that ti~ that I thought Bob should 

run, but I said I tho~ht we should th~ 
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in terms of the situation, if Johnson would 

not be a candidate. And nobody really 

accepted that theory. 

What can you remember about St.eve 5\nith's 

viewpoint? Did he express anything strongly1 

Steve is the one, that suggested, I think, 

that we take the poll in New Hampshire. But 

I think other than that he was more of an 

observer at the meetin~ and didn't really 

say very much. It was his idea that the 

poll be taken, and everybody agreed to that. 

Then he said he would araag9e it. 

Any discussion at that point of doing 

something other than a Robert Kennedy 

candidacy in terms of changing the course 

of the war, or trying to dump Johnson, or 

something? Any talk? 

Well, no, not really. I mean, this was 

all in terms of. • • • As I said, these 

kind of discussions got much more precise 

at the second set of meetings. And 1 think 
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if the second set of meetings had been 

handled better, that Bob Kennedy's decision 

might have been rnaterial.ly affected. But 

the second set of meetings was an even 

greater disaster than the first. 

Coul»d you get any feeling at all for his 

feeling just about. Rolding meetings like 
\ 

? . ' 
that, because,at least~ the President, frcxn 

::::.. 

what we understand, didn't make decisions 

iD large meetings, or wasn't really that 

fond of discussing thu1gs in large meetings? 

You see, he wasn't at these first few meetings, 

so that you don't get a real idea of hovv he 

felt about large meetings being. • • • Well, 

they ~~ren't that large. I think there were 

about twelve or f ourt.een people at the Regency ~ 

which is reasonably large. The second 

meeting was much, much larger, well the 

seoont part of the second meeting. And I 

think after that meetin~hat Bob decided 

it really was not worthwhile to have large 
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types of meetings like that, particularly 

when he started getting involved in the 

meetings himself. 
fr,x;J-.-1 cK -10 J 

I had read sanewhere thatAPat Lucey was 

at that October meeting. I don't think 

that I 6 60. 

That's not true. 1van Nestingen was. I 

don 1 t think that Pat Lucey would cane to 

a meeting, that Ivan Nestingen was at. 

What were your 'WIJl1 feelings about Dutton7 

Dutton was also someone, you saidr who was 

added to the list. He was not on the original 

one? 

Yeah. Well, I must say I had not realized 

at that time, that Dutton had became that 

close to Bob. So I hadn't included him on 

the list, and Bob wanted to pttt him in. 

You see, my own relation with Dutton is 

somewhat clouded by my association with him 

in California politics, which was not a totally 
While 

ldlppy as soc iati on. I\ I 1 iked Fred, I el on' t have 
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~l as mu:h faith kl his judgmen""'V as I would 

~in some other people's. But Bob had 

a great deal of faith in his judgment. 

Did anything at all come out of that October 

meeting, other than the poll, over the next 

six weeks before • • • 

Well, it was agreed that we would have 

another meeting before the year was over, 

and probably in December. And the poll was 

the only other thing that was decided of a 

concrete nature. 

Can you remember in. • • • Did you maintain 

contacts with the other people who'd been at 

the first meeting before the second meeting 

come. • • .c oDla you see any movement in 

anybody's mind? 

I did not maintain contact with anybody 

within the f iret meeting, except Ken O'Donnell. 

I had a series of conversations with Ken 

O'Donnell during the period between the first 

and second meetAn.9. It was during that ti.me 

·, 
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that it became clear to me that Kenny probably 

wanted Bob to run, but didn't want to recan-

mend that he run, unless he was sure that he 

was going to run. And that was not in any 
p 

way an OBf>rtunistic thin<Jv ~ut he didn't 

feel that anybody should really urge it on 

him. l 't had to come fran him himself. And 
.> le._ 

he was ready to go down the line and do 

anything that was necessary to elect him, 

but he wanted really Bob to take the initiative 

and decided :to run for himself . And he 

thought the idea of h aving meetings to 

recomnend to h•s running were kind of a 

waste of time, that Bob himself would have 

to, ~ou know/.\work the decision up in his own 
.> 

minqp ~d it rea1ly was going to come 

through that fashion, you know, thinking. 

And he was right about that. that eventually 

when Bob did decide to run, it had nothing 

to do with these meetings. 

Did any other people feel that way"l I mean, 
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do you think people held off from .giving 

a clear viewpoint b~e of this, or was 

it • • • 

That was the only person that I felt had 

that specific a view on giving advice. 

Okay. Why don't we talk about, then, 
-r .,C.w la_+ -JI 

setting up that,r~-W I guess the December 

brunch at 'V~den Heuvel' s apartment. 

So we decided that we would do it in two 

segments. We'd have the brl.U1ch at ~nden 

Heuvel' s. which included \<.anaen Heuvel, 

Schlesinger, Goodwin, myself , Button , 

and Bob. I think tha~ wa s all that 

was there. And then the meeting, which 

was to be held i zfome shipping off ic~ 

that Yanden Heuvel had arranged fo~t 
was a mooh larger meeting. Teddy crune 

loAvl 'iJ J 
with his entire staff. 'nlat was Dave/lBurke, 

and [Milton) Milt Gwirtzman was there. I 

think [K. Dun] Dun Gifford was there. A 

lot of other people had been added to the 
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second meeting. I couldn't even begin to 

tell you who was there. It was a huge roam 

full of people. At the large, which was 

tb+ost significant part of it, because 

the other meeting, it was a total disaster, 

Schlesinger and Goodwin again pressed on 

Bob the fact that he~ should run. 

And I had now come to the conclusion that 

he should run, and a1so said I thought '68 

was the year. He shouldn't look at '7 2, 

couldn't wait for 1 7 2 . Vanden Heuvel wanted 

him to run for 'V.i.ce ~Rfesident. He was 

very strong on his rllllning for ~ce-~esident. 

And11finally1-1at this?:'---;-:-.._ /.\~is is the 
) ) ' \(__ , ) 

meeting at which Bob Kennedy said •••• 

It 1 s the meeting where I became absolutely 

c:onvinced he was going to run, because he 

just interrupted. • • • Dutton was being 

very, verycautious at the meeting. He still 

felt he shouldn't run. And Bob looked across 

the table at him, and said, you know, 11This 



country can't stand another four years of 

Lyndon Johnson. I mean it's not a question 

of my political future. It's a question of 

the country, and the country can't stand 

another four pars of this ~·" I think 

he was very, very tough on that point. I 

remember walking away from that meeting 

convinced that he was going to run. Well, 

of course, then we went to the second 

meeting. And Teddy started out the second 

meeting by saying, "We're a117~ 
agree that he shouldn't rl.ltf." !o what we have 

to decide is what to do in the meantime to 

hold the fort for him." The idea that we 

would send some people out to various parts 

of the country, and make some coo tacts--

that was the general thin<{:D ~d maybe they'd 

get Jesse Unruh to 90 around and see some 

of the politccal leaders. It was a kind of 

a holding operation was What came out of 

the secald meeting. But the second meeting 

I 
•I 
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never really got a chance to discuss Whether 

he was going to r\.Ul or n ~ .because Ted 

started out the thing in such a negative 

way-that he shouldn't run at all, and 1 hAf' 

everybody agreed he shouldn • t run. And so 

that meeting lastdd about an hour. And, as 

I say, everybody walked out of it terribly 

disgu4sted. And Kenny O'Donnell was really 

mad about the second meeting. He thOu:Jht 

it was just a total waste of time, and said 

.he woulan•t go t o any more meetings. So I 

reported back to Bobby the next day that I 

thought the second meeting had been a real 

waste. No, I don't think it was even the 

next day. I think we had dinner a£terwards. 

So he was a little upset by that. I'm just 

trying to think what he said. He didn't 

really say too much, though. I mean, I 

just reported to him. I was going to see 

him again anyway, in about two week~be­

cause he was going out to Sun Valle~ ~d 
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the reason that we held that meeting1.1.that 
') 

particular day/.\is that he was going out to 
) 

SUn Valley about two or three days later for 

t+istrnas holiday~ :And I joined him 

in SUn Valley on Christmas day in 196 7. And 

I was with Bob almost cootinuously th~from 

that day tmtil about the sixth of January, 

b~e when I fleat Bun Valley to 
for 

California, he stopped just~a day 

fly to 
'---7" --~I) 

at 1 okotom ro 

to conduct an Indian hearing. And then he 

came to California and stayed at my house 

for four days. And we carried on an almost 

-
nO?)ftop discussion on this subject. The 

major lines that emerged frooi these ccnversations 

was this, that he was weighing it very 

saariously. He was thinking of running. He 

was terribly concerned about what his running 

might do to a number of very good senators 

around the cowitry, who he felt, bec~e he 

was a national figure. might have to ohoose 

"-
up sides early in the gamb and endanger 
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their own politcal fu~ures. 

Had he talked to any of these people, did 

he say at that tiae? Had he discussed it 

with [George s. 1 McGovern • • • 

He did not discuss with me that aspect of 

it. I'm sure he had discussed it with 

McGovern, and we know he had discussed it 

with McCarthy. But I was not privy to 

those conversations, so I don't know what 

was said in those conversations. And he 

didn't ment.ion those to me. He just mentioned 

in a general way that he was concernea about 

what he would do to these senators. And 

he kept,saying, you know, "Give me a good 

excuse for running." I mean, you know, 

"Tell r{)why I've got to run. 11 And all I 

could do is just give him the general thing ~ -

that I thought he was the~y man who had 

a ·possibility of winning, andnthat he owed 

it to the country to run. I really was 

picking up his own theme fx-an the. • • • ·, 

' i 
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You knO'tlt', I kept thrO\tling back at him what 
/...ci..L 

h~aaid at 'vanden Hauvel • s house. Anc.1 

he agreed, you know, he agreed that was the 

central point. He was vacil;tating at that 

point. 

You never saw/.l in this peri~1 that he resented 
:..> .) 

people putting pressure on him? 

Well, he got irritated sometimes in these 

discuesions. I doo't think he felt I was 

putting pressure on him, but he got irritate~ 

r7th~ _!le felt I wasn't able to go beyond the 
to 

general need £or him to run, a.nd11 give him 

specific reasons that he could out.line as 

he ran. Generally, when he finally announced, 
in 

he had specific reason~, you know, the 
I 
' 

Kerner Report.,s, and sane other things, that 

he was able to use as specific reasons 1for 

running • He seemed to be Groping for those 

specific reasons at the time that we were 

having these discussions. He was talking 

to a. • • • He \o/8.S getting a lot of ca1ls 
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while he was at rrrt" house. He was talking to 

a lot of people. I also. • • • There was 

one meeting there, which really kind of 

shook him up. When we got back to Los 

Angeles, I organized a breakfast meeting 

for him one morning with a group of experts 

from the Rand@ orporation on Vietnam. And 

they just laid out such a horror story of 

the mistakes that the administration was 

maling in Vietnam, that he was really 

disturbed by that. And these were very 

bright, smart people. And the meeting went 

on much longer than we had anticipated. It 

went on for eooiething like three hour6 

because Bob Kennedy got so engrossed in 

what these people were saying to him about 

Vietnam. 

And he was asking a lot of questions. 

He was asking a lot of questions. We can 

get the list of people who were there, if 

you want. I'm trying to think of t~ guy's 

f 
'• 
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name, who was the lndonesian expert. He's 

the guy \IAlo set it up for me at the Rand 
I.A- I ,+ k_ 

Corporation. '6ttl whom I• d done some work 
~ 

at eontinental. ~ 
This was something that was kept out of the 

press, or was • • • 

Yeah. There was nothing in the press about 

it. It was a totally private meeting. And 

they were pointing out errors in military 

strategy. Thay were pointing out the fact 

that the pacification program was a total 

a isaster, was not working . I mean, they 

really laid out a very, very pessimintic 

picture of the future of Vietnam, particularly 

of the continued American policy along the 

lines that we were doing at that time. And 

I know that Bob was both impressed by the 

caliber of the information he was getting, 

and depressed by the character of the in-

formation. I guess he left about the fifth 

or sixth of January. We had one, or two, or 



HACKMAN: 

SALINGER: 

HACKMAN: 

SALINGERi 

-61-

three conversations by telephone between 

that time and the f arnous telethon. And it 

was there, again, that the Whole subject 

again came to light. I went to New York 
\ ) + for the telephon. I was in New York, an~ 

~ -
(' ff!'\ 

I got inf ccmation that a poll had been taken 
_J-lowA RP 

This is the '1-kuat:_a' Stein thing. You put 

that in • • • 

Where'd I put that in? 

In the [Theodore H.] Teddy White thing. 

Yeah. Because I wa~ at that time~eting 
-1-/oWA t> 

wit~ Stein, because our fund.~ad,,_ 

~ organized a mutual fund that was a 
'--' ~~,,k_~ w~~D 

partner with Dreyfu~ An~"ol Stein 

told me they had a polL~jwhich showed that 

McCarthy was going to get 40 per cent of 

the vote in New Hampshire. So I went down 

the next day. The tel~on was that night, 

I think. I went down the day of the tele-

than. And then the next morning there was 

• • • 

a brunch at.~obby' s place, the Sunday morning 
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after the tel~pthon. I got Bobby aside, 

and I said, "I have this information." And, 11 

I said, "if it's true, 11 I said, 11 you've got 

to announce before the New Hampshire pri-

mary, because if you don 1 t, you're going to 

get crucified for just coming in on the 

back of McCarthy. 11 And he was disturbed 

by that. We went outside, I remember, 

on the patio, and he picked up the pnone, 
[w~-m LQ - .f 

and he called B ilr D~y. Now this i s 

a name, which we don't want to get out for 

some time to come, because Bill was working 

for Johnson at that time. But he's an old 

Kennedy hand, and he worked for UB in the 

1960 primary. And he aaid, you know, "Is 

that possible that McCarthy's going to get 

40 per cent of the vote in Hew Hampshire?" 
-f 

And ~y told him it was possible. The 

other thing, of course, was th~ I 

think I spent the night of the telethon at 

Bob's hoU8e. I'd juat gotten there. I'd 
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been there 1 ike five or ten minutes when he 

reached in his pocket and pulled out a 
._,,~h t Lt' 

letter. This is the famous Pete(~~~~~~~}~) 

letter. And I think that that had a tre­

mendous impact o+u(~at letter. Has 
~) 

anybody ever found the copy of that letter? 

I 

Not that I know of. I don't know •••••• 

I tried like hell to find it to put it in 

our book. But it was a highly moving letter 

written from Ireland, saying he understood 

Bob's decision not to run, but then went 

on just to lay out the reasons why it waa 

abdutely imperative that he run. The fact 

that Bob was carrying it aroWld in hie 

packet and showing it to various people 

indicated to me that it was having a great c)..L,J!._ r.' I 
T 

impact on hi~hat letter. Again I felt 
_) 

very sure1atter that particular meeting j1 

that Bob was going to run. 'nle question 

now was just the timing. I don 1 t remember 

his conversations with other people about 
·, 
' 
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the timing. I don't remenber even being in 

on that conversation, but apparently he 

decided not to announce before the New 

Hampshire primary. And I think the next thing 

I knew, I was in New York the Monday before 

the New Hampshire primary. It could have 

been exactly the Clay of the New Hampshiee 

primary. I was here in the hotel, and I got 

a call from Pauline Fluet, who was Steve 

Smith's secretary, saying there'll be a 

meeting. 

Right. That was on a Tuesday. I think 

you also mentioned that in the thing with 

Teddy White, and it was on a Tuesdayi)~d 

then Wednesday you were doing a TV show, and 

there was a meeting that night, and you went 

and came back. 

Yeah. Well, anyway, I think Pauline called 

me on Monday and said there' 11 be a meeting 

tomorrow night at 6 o'clock at Steve's house, 

or 4 o'clook. I t.hi.nk it was 4 o'clpck. 
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I got to steve' s house, and the meeting 
? 

was:how do we launch this campzdgn. It was 

I I ,.., '' no longer a question, is he running ;t was, 

you know, who does what~ ~d wtaa~e we 

going to do~ 
I• 11 try to bring into context here 

'7 

Jesse Unruh'a part in this th in<{b because 

A a.--~"'; ' 
i''~ too. is he played a major part in 

goes back to California. The day that Bob 

arrived in. California to cane to my house, 

a meeting was set up with Jess Unrul\ at the ' 

in a suite at the International Hotel at the 

airport. lolJent a car to the airport for 
_. ~.('.) 
them;~ And Bob and Peter Edelman went 

directly to that meeting, and then aaine 

and joined mtt a restaurant w'h,ere I was 

having dinner. Jesse had been very, very 

toU)h with Bob during that meeting. He 

just said, "You've got to rtm~ and really 
(~ 

laid it on him very, very hard. Bob bad a 

rather mixed reaction from that meeting. .· 
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He commented, o£ course, that he understood 

Jesse's personal. political motives for wanting 

to get him in the race~ tbat really he neede~ 

a power position in the party, and that he 

was using Bob for that purpose. He understood 

that part of it. And he also, I thirlk, he 
really 

also felt that hejhad to make a decision 

very rapidly, that that meeting highlighted 

that particular n~e~/ roore than some of the 
-11.~1- 1't '1.J(_ A: . 

other meeting s~e·•a _ ~ci' in the pa.s t. 

What did he think of Unruh personally? Can 

you recall discussions with him on that ? 

I think h~liked him very much personally. 

I think that he considered him a very cold, 

tough1.)POlitical person, who really had his 
'.) 

own interests at heart more than anybody 

else 1 s. 

HACI<M.\Na But that didntt bother him? 

SALINGER a That didntt bother him. That didn't bother him. 
'7~ ... tj}~lvt ro 

HACI<MAN: ~ Mayb~o ahead and break right now. 

SALimER1 Okay. Let me juat aee what • • • 
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I'd like to go back and pick up a few things. 

On that December meeting. was Robert Kennedy 
,.,.,.,. 

pressing people to take a posttion or not ( }. 

to come out or. • • • Didn 1 t fence sitting 

upset him? 

No. No. I don•t think he was pressing 

anyb~dy to take a position at that time. 

He was very incisiv€%t'at the lunc'll1about 
;.-J .' 

the question. So the record's straight, 

he was not at all in accord with 'V~den 

Hetmel's idea that he should run for ·t\i_ce -

~eaident. He just saw absolutely no use 

. ' 

in rtmning far ~ce""fi>~esident with 

Johnson. although .'l.anden Heuvel's view 

was that being Johnson's Vice President 

during his second term would give you 

a great deal of mobilit~ ~d you know, 
...... 

you really wouldn't have to be submerged 

by the President, and you coJild even take , 
~ //t...,J .c.c.9U //'4J'fl l/V-v k';":,-:,. 

different positions from him. But~ his views rJ . / 

·: 
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were so different fran Johnson, that people 

would really think he was a Whore if ran 

for ~ice-~esident with Johnson. 

Was anybody else supporting ~nden Heuvel 

at all? 

No, there was no. • • • In fact,(\ everybody 
') 

else was bitterly opposed to that idea. 

You said he was sort of your leading suspect 

on the leak st the first meeting. How did 

he then •••• If I'm correct •• • • He 

did go to the second meeting, I believe, 

did he not? 

~· 
That d~esn't seGir •• 

, 
/ . . . 
...... _.-I 

Well,~,,. o;c~,;e) we discussed cer­

tain things at one meeting, and certain 

thing,s at another, it could be a lot easier 

to tell who had discussed what. The second 

meeting did not leak, as I recall. 

No. Was there any discussion at the second 

meeting of the first meeting at all, or Bdd 
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did the people play that? 

'111.ere was n~iscussion of the first meeting 

at the second meeting. It was just as though 

it had never taken place. Now Schlesinger 

and Goodwin did not come to tba second 

meeting. 

And I believe Dutton maybe. I mean, that's 

the name I have. I'm not sure. Do you 

remember that ? 

I don't remember whether Dutton was there 

or not. I think it' s possible. • • • As a 

matter of fact, it' s a fact, I think. that 

·-~nden Heuvel and I were the only duplicates. 

Sorensen. 

Sorensen wasn't at the lunch, was he? 

I had the impression he was, but I may be 

wrtmg. 

Maybe he was. I don 1 t know. 

And O'Donnell wasn't at the brunch, either? 

No. 

Can you recal1:J1at that brlUChry discussion 
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of the McCarthy campaign, which was in 1 ts 

birth? [InterruptionJ I was asking you 

if at that Dea ember meeting, that Robert 

Kennedy attended, wlaether there was any 

discussion of the McCarthy campaign, which 

was just getting 

time or anything 

off the groW'l~t that 

earlier? 

No. There was no discussion of the McCarthy 

cam~aign at that time, but I did have some 

discussion with him about the McCarthy 

campaign over the holidays, and the general 

feeling was that the t1cCarthy campaign wusn't 

getting off the g!IOunlf at that time. That's 

-Irr " ' why, when I later~that I had the information 

McCarthy was going to get 40 per cent, it 

was pretty rnteh of a surprise, because 

everybody bad coocluded, and I think the 

press was coming back and saying, that 

McCarthy wasn't making any movement. Ac-

tuallyf!I think that probably the McCarthy 

campaign began to make some movement from 
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the time Dick Goodwin goined it and put 

scene pazzaz in it. But up to that point 

it really was going nowhere. The guy was 

likely to end up with 10, 12 per cent of the 

vote. 
__ .;/;1t.1 1'tK].) 

Did you discuss the poll tha ~ Stein 

had told you about with any of the oth9r 

people the weekend of the telef;>horl. And 
I ·- ) ~(. c. v E. 

do you remember if anyone ~i~~~~epted it? 

No, I just discussed it with him, as far as 

I can recall. I may h ave mentioned it to 

Ken O'Donnell, but I don ' t remember discussing 

it with anybody else. 

What can you recall about the Robert Kennedy-

McCarthy relationship over the years, and I 

guess the John Kennedy relationship with 

McCarthy, which sort of becomes important to 

the whole thing? 

Well, there was no love lost between J 0 hn 

Kennedy and McCarthy. And I was not aware 

of any bitter feeling between Bob Kennedy 

/ 
I 
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and McCarthy in the period up to the time 

that Bob announced. I don't think that 

there was any built-in dislike for McCarthy 
, 

'-----;:c, f/n,-
~ Bob Kennedy. And I don't know--I can't 

speak for McCarthy~because I don't know 

him that much, and he's a very complicated 
~ t-L---

man. But I would say that by the/\ campaign 

came to a close, that Bob Kennedy was very 

bitter towards McCarthy, and that had been 

built up over the weeks ~f the campaign. 

~ut I don't think that he went into the 

campaign with any bitter feelings towards 

him. 

What do you know about discussion that 

Robert Kennedy might have had with McCarthy 

either ~ef ore or after McCarthy announced? 

SALINGER: Noth•ng. 
'/ 

HACKMAN a ('~ At that second meeting, Jules -- __... 

Witcover~in that book he's written, says 

that Edelman and Walinsky were present. Can 

you remember those people being there? 
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Yes, they were there. They were there. 
I~ 

And John No•ln was there. There were an 

awful lot of people at the second meeting 

that ~eren't at the first meeting. I think that 

what he reports in ~ Qall is pretty much 

what happened at the second meeting. 

Can you recall a discussion~Vietnam 

taking place, particularly back and forth 

between Edward Kennedy and Ken O'Donnell? 

Does that stand out in your mind at all? 

There was a back-and-forth between Edward 

Kennedy and Ken O'Donnell. . . . I'm afraid 

that's. 

Something to do with sentiment on the war 

in Massachusetts. 

I think that's very possible. But I dcn't 

have it that clearly in my mind. Ken, I 

think, would remember it, though. 
,Yek~ 

HACKMAN1 ~ he does. I just wondered if it stood 

out in your mind.~t the time he was in 

California, other than the discussion with 
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Unruh, did pe have discussions with any 

other political figures in California, or 

was Unruh the • • • 

Yeah. I gave him a list of people to call 

while he was in California. And he called 

some of them. I remember he talked to 

[Edmund G.J Pat Brown. He called [Paul F.J 

Paul Ziffran. I think he called Mrs. 

[Carmen J Warshaw. He may have talked 

to [Thomas ] Torn Bradley. I think he 

called Billy Mills, who was a councilman 

out 

Torn 

there. r; / 
L~ r L '-f 

Bradley, notADon Sradley? 
I 

Torn Bradlet;.p he fellow that was running for 
;; 

mayor. But he didn 1 t talk to Don Bradley. 
Olv ,,), 

-= I know he talked to [Thomas c. J Tom Lynch. 

He made about a dozen calls to political 

people around the state~~aying he was 
;,; 

/'\/ \) I/ 

in the state: he just WWanted to say hello1 

and, you know, what are their view on the 

election, and so o~etting their views. 
51 
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You don't remember any particular prnportant 

feedback he got back fram those • • • 

No, I don't think he got any important 

feedback from those calls. 

Were you doing checking1 on your 0~1in 

California, or did you get the fieling 

that he didn't want anyone really trying 

to line anything up at this point? 

WEll, he didn't really want to, but in the 

last ten days for so before the New Hamp-

shire primary, I did take a personal initiative, 

not knowing that Jesse was doing the same 
..__ 

thing.cf --~ I got together a group of 

young lawyers, and we discussed the possibility 

of their filing a Bob Kennedy slate, so 

that he'd be in the primary if he had to be. 

I had a group ready to go on that. I'm 

trying to think of the2jmames of those kids. 

They were all guys who had been advance men 

in my campaign. And they in turn went out 

and got a group of people who were not 



connnected with us in any way, so it didn't 

l'ok like I'd put it up. The idea was that 

they would just be the organizors of it, 

and they would '1et a group of people who 

would file a slate. And they were ready 

to do that. And I think I did report that 
~ - -

to Bob at the time.,. it might have been as 

early as the time of the telethon. And I 

think he said, "Well, I don•t want t0 know 

anything about it. But don't get caught." 

I was thinking in those terms, and then, 

' 
of course, obviously Jesse was f 'because 

then he got that woman Mrs. \_.S LLs.-riJJ 
l' • 0 ,- d '".V-"-

~and somebody else also to start 

getting the papers together, so they had 

to get the slate. 
\ .- [f o.r\k. F 1 

HACKMAN: •In ~ne of the books reports that ,.,Mankiewicz 
-.....;:_ 

and Dolan were also in on this. Were they 

in this with you? 

SALINGER a Yeah. They were in it with me. That's 

right. Now, you just triggered my memory. 
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I had lunch with Mankia.ricz and Dolan. This 

is how it came about, in fact. I had ltmhh 

with Mankiewicz and Dolan at the Plaza Hotel. 

And I said I thought that we should keep the 

option open in the California primary, that 

if he was going to run, it was essential 

for him to run in the California primary. 

So they said, "Well, don't say anything to 

the Senator, but just go on out and organize 

something." Ana that ' s when I went ant and 

organized it. That's right. It was on the 

basis of that conversatioh. 

HACKMAN: Can you remember where Mankiewicz and Dolan 

stood at that point? 

SALINGER: They were all for him running at that point. 

They really wanted him bo run. 

HACKMANs Was there anyone within the McCarthy camp--
~ 

[Allard K. J LOW'enstein[ or Goodwin,.; ~r even 

Mrs. McCarthy, that you know of, who wanted 

Robert Kennedy to come in? Have you ever 

heard anything like this1 
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I heard oft{hana that Lowenstein wanted ban to 

come in. But I never had any discussions 
\ Q 

myselfG)which would indicate whether, you 

:tnO"W, he did anything about it. I know they . 
were having conversations with Lfwenstein 

., 

during the night of the New Hampshire pri+ 

mary, when we were organizing Bob's campaign. 

There was a definite discussion with him. 

Somebody was calling him. I think Steve 

was talking to him. 

In the transcript of your conversation with 

Teddy White, when you were talking about 
·. 

Harold Stein telli(tng you about the poll, 

you said that he said that the worst thing 

that could happen was that McCarthy won· a 

majority ~· because that would bring your 

candidate in. Can you remember him dis-

cussing really what they wanted to happen 

in New Hampshire percentage-wise, what they 

were hoping for or • • • 

( I l''"' ' ' ~ 
Yeah. They were hoping for ~~t forty-five. 
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They were hoping for a'.b_Qut· forty-£ ive. And 

he adid say that to me. 

Do you ever remember discussing with Robert 

Kennedy [Robert S. 1 McNamara' e resignation? 

Does this stand out as having any impact? 

Yeah. I did discuss that with him. I 

discussed that with him at some length. 

You know, Bob had gone over to see McNamara 

the day he resigned. I think I was in 

Washington that aay, or else I had a phone 

conversation with Bpb that day. The point 

I wanted to find out was, was the McNamara 

resignation quite as simple as the press 

thing~ ~d he told me that it wasn't, and 

that he had been pushed. He said that he 

was convinced that there had been ~series 

of circumstmices set up by Johnson to 

make it where McNamara had had to resign. 

In other words he pushed him out of there. 

Did you ever discuss [Clark M.J Clifford 

with him? Do you know What his opinion 
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of Clifford is? 

No. Clifford had alway a been close to 

Jnhn Kennedy. I don't think he'd been 

particularly close to Bob. 

C~ou remember any other events in 

February, rearly March, that seemea to move 
I 

him 19n one direction or another"l 

During that period we were having almost 

daily conversations, you know. And one 

day I ::! put down the phone~1and I Jcallea up 

l\lJ, wif ef and i 'a say, "He• s going to run o" 

And the next day 

and call her and 

I'd put the phone down 
,,1 h~ 

say, <!Ill wasn't going to run. 

I mean, he was really up and down on the 

thing during those last few days. 

Why do you think so much undecision from 

a guy who's usually pretty decisive? 

Well, I think the central thing was really 

that he felt he was going to tear the 

party apart. I think he finally got con-

vinced that the only way he could change 



HACKMAN1 

SALINGER1 

H.ACKMAN1 

$L 

the direction of the war was to become a 

candidate. Obviously he was influenced some 

by McCarthy's success. He was getting so 

much conflicting advice in those 8ays that 

he had to be a pretty tough person to 

withstand the really wide ranges of advice 

he was getting about whether he should run 

or not. I remember Teddy saying to me. • • • 
' f I I 

I remember a conversation I had t'.'witli Teddy.· 
) 

He took me aside at the brunch and said, 

you know, "if Bobby really wantedto g~ , I'm 

not going to stand in the way of his going. 

I just don't happen to think he should, but 

I mean, if it's the decision," he said, 

"I'll go all out. So don't feel that I'm 

an impediment to his running." I don't 

know why he ehose to say that to me, but 

I remember him saying that to me. 

Did Sorensen ever c001e around at all? 

No. 

Do you know if O'Donnell ever openly came out ••• 
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Yes. 0 1 Donnell did finally fly down to 

Washington and say to Bob he had to run. 

And I think that was llso a major f ac~or 

of Bob's final decision. 

At that meeting at Steve Smith 1 s, I think 

it 1 s the 13th of March, the day after the 

New Hampshire primary, you said in the 

Teddy White thing, that there was some 

discussion of the Vietnam C':)filffiission 

proposal. Do you remember how many people 

were in on that? Was it closely held, or 

was it discussed generally • • • 

Very closely, no, it was very closely held. 

And I came upon it by accident. I happened 

to walk into a group of guys that were discussing 

it. I think Sorensen was in the group, and 

a couple of other people, and I just got 

pieces of it at that tune. Of course I 

got very heavily involved in it ten days 

later, when the thing broke. In fact, I 

think I wrote the basic statement that Bob 
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put out at that time. But I was aware of 

the fact that there had been some conversa-

tion • { 
1 
(I'\( o'< 

\ 

At the point of i~~n. the Teddy White thing f 

you said you were wa~ting for a briefing 

from Sorensen on it. Maybe we can just @o 

through and ask you what kind of briefing 

you did get on several of the things, be-

" cause there are inconsistanc ies. How did 

Sorensen explain where the initiative came 

on this--the initiative in terms of why 

he went to the White House in the first 

place? 

His story was the initiative was totally 

with the White House. He came at their 

inivi*ation. And it was a follow-up of 

the meeting that they had had with Clifford, 

if I remember correctly. In other words, 

they had had a meeting with Clifford, or 
..... 

somebody had a meeting with elifford. 
r 

The meeting with Clifford is after Sorensen's 
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meeting ••• 

At the White House. 

With the Eresident. tt the White House. 

All right. Let me just say this. I'm 

trying to clear my memory. But as I recall, 

Sorensen was down for the Gridiron, or 

something like that. And he ran into some­

body from the White House at that dinner. 

And he mentioned it was too bad that he was 

never invited to 90 around and see the 

/ resident anymore. And the guy said, "Well, 

if you want to see the ..If'resident, stay over 

t:>rnorrow •• I'm sure I can arrange it." So 

to that extent it wa s Sorensen's initiative. 

And then I think during the meeting with 

Johnson, the subject of the commission came 

up. Remember, I have to rely on what Sorensen 

told me was the sto:J;Y. 

Right. And what I'm really trying to get 

is your reading of Sorensen's role in this 

whole thing. and really how roach confidence 

.... . :.:...-
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he had that something like this might work 

out. 

Well. I think, if I recall correctly, 

Sorensen told me that after he knew he 

was going to see the resident, he talked 
•) 

\ -
to BobbY,~ ; to see what Bobby, f>f anything, 

wanted him to say to the ./resident. It's 

not clear to me whether Bobby thought up 

the idea of the commission, of whether 

Sorensen volunteered that, or whether 

Johnson volunteered t h at . That i s not c lear 

to me. I'd like t o lo~< at the statement 

that I wrote; because I think that that 

reflected my current understanding of the 
t-h un ':)ed 

sititlation. I don't think I .truncated 

anything in that statement from what I'd 

been told by Bobby and by Sorensen. And I 

remember having some conversations with 

Mayor (Richard J.J Daley. Now waitr he's 

in this thing too. Bobby'd had a conversa- had 
tion with Mayor Daley. The commission idea'd 
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come up in that conversation. That's clear. 
---

Daley! then, I think, called Johnson and told 

himiblJOut it. But I remember in the conversa­

tion with Daley that he clearly did not want 

to be identified as having played any role 

in it whatever. And Bobby was saying to hilJl, 

you know, "Okay, I can •t. I mean, you have 

to be in it. " And Daley was adamant that he 

didn't want to be. And I had a couple 

conversations with Daley, in which I s aid 

it was very difficult not to i dentify him. 

I think eventually in the statement we 

didn't name him by name. We just said the 

mayor of a large ~idwestern city. 

Did you ever discuss with Robert Kennedy 

what his thoughts really were on this idea, 

whether it had any chance of being workable? 

By the time I got into it in a big way, 

Which was the night the story broke, there 

really was not a chance to have a discussion 

of motivation. I mean, it was more a question 
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of getting the facts out, and trying to bury 

the story as rapidly as possible. I saw it 

as a bad story, but I thought it could be 

'e handled as a on(_~ay story, which is really 

the way it eventually came out. It never 

really became an issue in the Car£1>aign after 

that one day. ,, 
I 
I ' 

Did other people,-tsort of within the Kennedy 
) -

carnF have the feeling that this was something 

that Sorensen was pushing in an attempt to 

keep Robert Kennedy out, or do you think 

people read it that way? 

I think there were some pe~ple who read it 

that way. I remember getting that impression 

but I can't tell you precisely who. 

Have you ever h~ard anything about a visit 

by Edward Kennedy to the White House during 

the last week of the campaign~~ before 

Robert Kennedy announced}f1I mean "Jtring 
-----. 

the week before Robert Kennedy announced? 

As far as I know this haa never been written 
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about in the press. I'me only met one per-

son who' s talked about this. 
I 

' . .. 
No, I don't. The only meeting I know, I 

believe, that Ted Kennedy went to see 

the .P'resident after the assassination of 

Robert Kennedy. That meeting I'm sure took 

place. But I d an' t know of any meeting 

before. 

At that meeting at Steve Smith's you said 

you sat in ~n a aiscussi':lll of sort of a 

California task force . Can you recall what, 

if any, kinds of decisions were made at that 

point, or really what the discussion • • • 

Well, the idea was that, as I recall, that 

Dutton and I should go to Cal if ornia and 

sit with Jesse Unruh during the selection 

process of the delegation to make sure it 

wasn 1 t all just Jesse Unruh people, that 

there be as wide a }representation in that 

delegation as possible. And as I recall 

the day after this meeting at Steve's we 
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had a meeting in Teddy's office in Washington 

where they parcele~ out various assigrunents. 

And then I headed straight out to California 

and stayed for three days in that room at 

the International Hotel While we chose a 

delegation. And I was during that time 

getting calls from John Nolan, and I was 

getting calls from Bob, and I was getting 

calls ~om various people with suggestions 

and names that should be put on the dele-

gation, and we were trying to put as many 

of identifiable Bob Kennedy people in that 

delegation as possible. 

Was Nolan out at that point or was he back 

in Washington,t"' or where was he? 

Nolan may have been in California at that 

point. I think probably he was. 

think he was. 

Yeahl\I 
) 

Can you remember, then, hOW' this worked 

out? Were there real problems with Unruh 
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in putting this t09ether, or ••• 

No as I recall it was actually handled 

rather harmoniously. The original list 

that he had did have an awful lot of hacks 

on it, but he didn't resist very much taking 

a lot of 

people. 

people off and putting on other 
he..\-

- J.j I would say the ob was generally 

satisfied with the composition of that 

delegation. There were a couple of ideas. 

I had the idea that we should have student 

representation on it. Jesse b ought that 

in a minute, and we had twelve great students 

on the delegation. We had a flurry with 

the black conununity. Merv Dimly came down 

and said that he hadn't been consulted on 

the original listi Bnd raised hell. We 

evm tually solved that problem. added a 

couple of his people to the delegation. 

Those are the principle problems I can 

recall. 

Do you remember anyone you wanted to get 
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on that you just couldn't bring on? Any 

attempts to break people loos&'\at that point/ 
) { 

fran the Lynch slate or frgm. or who were commit(ed • • • 

I was working on that problem, and we did 

break loose about *en or twelve people 
[Jl\on AsJ 

fr001 theALynch slate as I recall. In all 

cases we put their wives or husbands on our 

slate so that we'd leave room for them. 

And they announced as a group that they were 

really for Bob Kennedy even though they '.vere 

on the Lynch slate. I was one of the people 

running that operation of calling people and 

tryito break them away from the Lynch slate. 

Any possibility at all of moving Pat Brown 

away fran HJohnson, can you remember? 

Pat Brown, you know, who had said to Bobby 

in that meeting, "Anything I can do for youjl 

just let me know. I'm ready to help you 

at the ldrop of a hat, 11 was unmoveable and 

eventually cwne out for McCarthy. But that 

was a typical... • • I mean, that was 1960 
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all over again because Pat Brown was a 

unfortunate figure in the 1960 situation 

aw well. 

Did~ople have in their minds, at least 

the people that went back to 1960, that 1960 

had really been screwed up in Californiu? 

Oh, sure. 

Okay. Can you remember things being clearly 

establishedi we won't do it this way again? 

What were the lessons learned i f • • • 

Well, the lessons may have been lear ned, 

but we had the some prob lems all over aga i n . 

I n other words in California you're jus t 

captured by one organization, and it's pretty 

hard to move anybody else.in. And the 

major problem that we had in the primary 

in California was involvement of people 

who didn't like Jesse Unruh and felt that 

this whole operation was his. And then 

Jesse canpomided that acme by takang long 

trips out of state at various times when 



.· 

HACKMAN& 

r 
I 

I 

Bob was going to be in state, and not even 

being there. And I know that irritated 

Bob quite a bit. And then Jesse's people 

were always complaining that we were dealing 

with people who were unfriendly to Jesse. 

And it was the typical California warfare. J c:; eENsCr4 
j1a1r49 C !h ~ o r e. · 0 

Bbb kept me out of 
)_-

Shriver, Jr_.. ,Y and 
.... ------- -· -- -

i t() .... because \hilobert s., Jr. J 

some other people con-

vinced him that I was a divisive influence 

in California politics, which was not true 

at all, because I happened to be, .at that 
I 

poin~, al!mx about the only guy that was 

really on good terms witriiresse and also 

had some connm.mication with the people 

who were not on good terms with Jesse. So 

-that after helping put the delegation 

together, the only other time I spent in 

California was the last ten days of the 

campaign after Oregon. 

In that early period when you were putting 

the delegation together~can you remember 
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any possibility of really doing sanething , y 

on the COC [California Democratic fl~tfu c;:{>1"" ' 

side, or anybody giving you help~at that 
) 

pointf with the COC people? 

Well, yes. (Joe Wyatt, who was a former 

president of the COC who was for Bob. I 

sent him down to the COC convention to see 

if I could get them to wibhhold endorsement 

of McCarthy on t~ grounds that you had 
')reei:\ ~ ;... we.. 

two ~candidates,l\and why should the 
) 

COC g o all out for one.( But he was tm-

successful in that endeavor, although he 

did find a lot of cr:c people who were not 

---totally unsympatheltic to Bob. I mean, I 

think he neutralized a lot of people. 

Was Lowenstein of any help in something 

like this at all, or did he get in this? 

I don't remember him being in it. I remember 

Bobby calling me one morning and telling 

me to get a hold of Schlesinger, who was 

in Cleveland at the time, and having him 
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go out to Califaania and try to neutralize 

some of the liberal rJ11DD groups that were 

overboard on McCarthy. And I think 

Schlesinger did go out there for a week 

or so. And then we had some other professor 

types, you know, people like tlbbu. 1>. 5c.hw0i- £-. 

and people like that;\ go out ;i{'here and w-::>rk 

in these groups. 

Going back to the Steve Smith meeting 

the Wednesday after New Hampshire • • • 

Well, th~ original meeting was Tuesday 
-

night, the n~ght of the prd>rna r y , wa sn 't i t.1 

Tuesday? Well, I know there was one 'l'uesday 1.\ 

and I think there was another one on Wednesday. 

The second on Wednesday , right ? 

Okay. Tuesday. Well, at either one. Can 

you r~eipber discussion at that time of 
v -~b 

what ~-~ do about McCarthy, how do you get 

him ou~}'or talk of trying to deal with him 

on this? I thi you said in the Teddy 
~\_":"_ \ :\; 

White ~~ ••• 
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Yeah, I think I did. Excuse me a minute. 

In that Teddy White thin<Jl\you talked about 
) 

Schlesinger's proposal to work something 

out with McCarthy. Can you remember the 

specifics of what he was proposing? 

Unhuh. 

Anything anyone else was talking about 

in this? 

W9 11, I don't remember any •••• I think 

t.l-ie general idea was that tt would be ver y 

tough to get McCarthy o ut , that McC arthy' s 

people could get their back up about Bobby 

running, and that. h e would be very, very 

tough to get out. b eing t he kind of fellow 

he was. An d the only t hing p o ss i ble wa s 

to really beat him decisively in a couple 

of early primaries in the hope thah that 

would convince him to get out. And; \of 

course,as it became increasingly evident 

that nothing was going to g et him out, 

even getting defeated in the California 
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primary, he was going to go on, that's 

When the bitterness really came up about 

McCarthy. And tl1i cou;-se, they got very 

bitter about m~:r,/ because I sai? the night 

of the Nebraska primary;; ·· that he was no 

longer a viable candidate, and that really 

turned them on to mElil ,and I became a target 
·! (\, 0 e-~~ -~ O.n~ 

of McCarthy f<le an o?:ga.n Hv~alifornia • ... _ 

Interestingly eno~h, when McCarthy came 

to the hospita}Aafter the assassination, 
) 

he said to me at that time, that he had 

decided not to run in the New York primary, 

that he was going to walk away from it. 

I've never seen that published before, but 

he was very •••• Goodwin would remember 

that conversation also, because he was in 

that conversation as well as Blair Clark. 

He said that he was going to fold up his 

tent and let his people rtm his campaign, 

but he wasn't going to go in and campaign 

actively himself. If they wanted to keep 
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his campaign going that was up to then~? ~ut 

he was not going to give them any active 

support or try to raise any money for it. 

No, I've never seen that. 

Listen, I've got to stop this in a few minutes 

and start picking up with some of this work 

I've got to do. Hm.,r late are you staying 

in New York? 

I was going back this afternoon. 

Are you. 

And I've got a coup le other interviews 

coming up. 

Do you want to send me a list of questions 

and have me answer them on tapes? 
c..o..i-, A.o :4 .\\,(J •..;("fl-r • 

I' a rather talk if you ~· • • 

You• d rather talk. Well then)'why don• t 

we plan on. • • • I'll get back here about 

the sixth or seventh of June. 

And the sUrt.h of June I leave. 


