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Jr_,[.r;ph }lol::.n: Ji;~r; ,Jnnc; l.~ 1964~ trre•:r·c at: Ji'i.p Ilo:c.ton 1 • .: 

o:r .• :lce' :lr! ·cliG' Pentc.tt;on~ 'L'hil~ J.t:l tl06 :; ,-,:u.,n :i.':i:O!lt -~L .. I J,LJ •• h. 

of J~:w·!~ice. Rip 1'J"r;s an old :c~~·ien(l o:~· Pl•e::.idcn·(:; J"uh 1 h.:,nn., 
a:,d 1rJG ar'~ 30ing ·i;o chtd; a 1:1 ·t-c :~ e 'IJ:i. t thiB morn:i ng :· s iJ:':l.:.-.•t. 
m: the Ol''al hi;-··cc:r•y pr•ojcc·i; ox· i:hc I:0nnod~;· rJ:l.hh .. J.'Y ~ 

flip$ I ,jL~s-c lock ovc1· ymu• hcsd here and I e:x: n 
plctu:t"',G on ·i;he ttlal1 t hat s.: .. :i-'-::1 Hlp .Em.--·con, I"lm J311l:J.II ;u.~ 
Butch Schreiber and J'acl-c Konncdy.. Se:1cl:: Kennedy lo'Jkf., ... ui 
1.f his coat doesnr·i; fit hir;l. It 1oov:::3 as i:t.'~·n:Ls 'Gi'!:=il.~ 
s u111e body e 1 s e 1 s (> ot:·. 'G he ha ~.~ on ~chc r-c '? 

RLlph Hort:on: Uo, J.n nc~hool l.~e e~J.:rayi:.. loot:ed Gr:~ tL1o ~-·•:n n 
1·w·:;~-l1c.nd-m~: ·:-dmm cl oth:i.rtr; . lie t·WD a ve:r·~r r.dnj_";1e r.;o~. - •; of 
a pcr>son, not the )e&st Jnt O"'CCntat-J.cus , vih.cdi lT.L'Gh 111 n 
vn: o.l t:1 _, and j tw t 8 l:et=;;ulD.:i: i.1o;:l tl10 sum;.; D. s ·i·;ho :::•l; r:rc ox· !W 
"~ere: .. Ue :fir·st wet back :l.rt 19J2, Nhleh·ls jl..wt- abottb J~ 
:5~'(.ars ago a.; Choate scl tool, LdC:t ·chc Jute P::."esidcn·i; nnd Y 
bc~c;ame vePy good f:r•:tends at J(;h:-1·0 tiJfL<:_, ·.;·yhich fr>JJ.J;l,-~",i!.l£) 
lc. sted unt:ll the {;__;r he dic•tl :tn 1903. 

n J:. : . Yes; he did. vfc ::rliD.!''CGd the::e,") Ct s ):r•csh:J10n i:' 11<'9 SJ r .L-
-~----· 

L'!Cl 'C3Ct in l9J:5 o 

B.r.: I l~t:r.:1 eo;r:::-..: f:f·cu He!·~ Yen,!.: 
P:. •t_:!~\'~i.llt; .. 

1!h:Lch .; q 
. ... ~J 

l ·.r c ~ t 1 ... L. c;. Hh:i.cl1 ·"' C':• . .L ,;,1 
.....- .. --
J.D.: 

h:-tprc r,E.d Lo :en ... ) th •• cm1pc•; r-:i1 .n 'l: 
?.<.. !/~ T'···,~r . .:ltl· 11·i,. , lJ~tt1 110thu1g _v,l , _t ;~ o 'V::: ... • t~; 

'· 
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?.E.: i.·o _ ~,o;. I i· ... L-J ct : :!_·;;;r .-;~ o _·;; ·;r; a ::·~,:..-,n 
- •' •.... •'•• 1"" ... .. 10~·· I .;l • '. 0J.; , ,~:.. 0'-'-~ . .,,:,. ·.~·) :--:t l..;!-~l:lr_J·J .\.t; . • 11:1 <.,L(; .. -,'-v ~t .1.' ., ..... 

•• < ·_;.,: b"·G:.-:!.(}i3l1i.; U.cl uh .'C ,tf.y 0: J.,y" 'i·•.';. _, t: 'l:.ht..; 
· -r.r:··, .. · r::'lcl r.oJ. :il.J..:!.-':JG, J rl1"1Ll 1 t ·11,. [:,<J:/.lJ.; rmcJ..: ji,i the flr~~I;.J., .. -. 

:-- • H • : _ ~t:i"c. ·:.; I!J ,.:; f!l"' Jh:·: · .J y tz, l::,~ n <.dJou t :• ~:33 m · 3l! • f., )l 1 :U 
... ~ '··- ,-~\:,; ~:;be P:r·c: · ·:i.r" c· Jl t .:.1< s r r~. ,.. J.:i:· ~ J.t~h in 1.11. r· 11:.\1 K1. L· ... 
~ J. : : • .,'i.: ~: .• J o·• ed piC~:y·::i. i\"; go:v·· <:: nd Y·:e usr:;d L;o ;o to X:'lm.:: .. _da 
0~c~ ~~rist~! . B Vtc~tions. 

. , \. ' 
(.1 I ,1,_. G.,. ------.. 

~~-L~~ No, i•Je l'!2!i'li ch:U .. l '~CJ Jc:.l..t Be~·~;:\ l;o v:.i..d.'l; ··.1if.:l :L:.-t'L:i:i.C':l' 
::..: .. ·;:b-. lJ.(''c·:c~d.::~.lt. \:ouJ.rl bo ·i_-1 .. ,-.~ .• ~nc'l. J..:~rn I'ill:U-:~n:.~.!' !J.,·::-:.:1 ··, 
.Jr e .'~ ;.CJ . .. :J~:.(!~v·:. ,:)·x·.: c.tt~. cJ. l .. ill; .. ,~r~ l 1/~ ~ r c;r~~..,.:J. .. :cr~ .. 1(:(iJt· ,~ ·i·~ ~: c. 1:--\~'#- ·' 
[;· -~ ~· [' .-l'.10t:.1.'; l:;'tcc:•:r Cit:.'\.;"}'~ Cc.;::GY.'r :1;;, .. t·;c th!:-30 be>y-G, ,Joe;_ ./1· ... 
~:c.c\~ <:'.r:d rn:y·t .. ~::t_::·!J ~· .. Y(;t;~ :tlt C(J~up ... -: ... ~ tJguJ.ll.f~t.; -~;}10 !~n.lr)'..tSaatlo ..... ~ t~i .. .1u 
i):t~·Z.iCLl 2 Tre-_IJ :::·~-1:,. gOii~ Ci ... ~ 30lf~ J: L .. :L ~~.rt; c.~· ... :(, J~!<~k· TYt:3 ·:-;1.!\:.. 
1·reai:: ii'l:n:d)(:::r· rJ"!.' u1n' i;cum but Le 1P·J.~~ Uh1 ,yG ... 1t ·i.~.:l.:::t·& ;):tiicl!,. l. 
fll- a ·t:;:~u':.YlZ .. 

J.D.<· 1·no ,,.;a::: b<-.r:.·i:.? __ .,._ 

R.B~!._ Iti.'. Kennedy .i·tas. an( I lJ..: r.: p:..-·~bably f:',:co::ld hcbt". -r 
~.ras 'C.l'le c~~~l.::&:iu vr ·i;he Chc•8te tear:~ ·chc golf ·c;,;~tm~ It. W'-18 
a f;:Lx ~d:U'; ·;;::El<l au( Y~IJtJj .J£ 1~ l·· ... i!. ,_:;~:' :i.·c-li;c-1 a·,JoLri:: nU!l!b.:-.:~ · 
fmn:t;r:.::n ot:.Jc o:t' ~:.i.,;;: to·(.;a 1 goJ.~' · f ... quac1. 

R.H .• : lio_, .l:1G ~·:as r VOl';}' rrtn-b.oc)·e ;,t;nd~::YI;. 11~ d:l.d 11~,.ve ·o·te 
f1E.ir· thr:-.1'G ''tam'!~ oni.i :i.i.l itt/ nrtnd <.tt1~l 'GL:. .. ·:; •i• 1.1 • 

:;:·~L: Ll'' :to~-:-· 1vr:i. tin';, 1•Je n:;sd tv bcv(~ ~co ctii'm:tt e .. H.:r:;~rr.:· ·cuo 
<:E· t lu:ce tJ.JiCS •- :yeH:r:+ am~ vre had an En ;l:i. oh t.c::.:•.JLe.~." 'fJ;f the 
!l2J• '_:! of D~·:·. rJ:'J. i1!::e:.:·. I Ci:H! J.:&l!l~i'Jl.heJ': aS:'·i~GJ? \~::: hi:' d. submu;·cr~d 
ou:·. essa.;{a, DP. r1:u1L:eP so:Ld to :racL YE:mnod:-s J&;.;k yoL1 L:.PJC; 
.::. ver;;J Cie:l'inJ.te f1a:i..I' for ur:r.Lj_ng. It;gs a euz•o...;l"' ·i.;h~ ·;; ,yo11 

· should thinlt of PL1l'St.1in::; \;!leu ;you [:)1:'8 (lt1<:.:Cl;c f':r•om sclwo:1. an...t 
co:LJ ~gr.:. J\;.'ld .i. t cnnn :;, ;3 GOP~~ oi' a sl1 ;)r;l: to I"r~ b3ca m..;e I 
···~e·v-er c rmsi clc:rcd J."'1 Gi<: L:,.nulcdy u ver.·y otrl;t3 L< .. :nrJ.:lDl.;5 f .. d;udcn t .'i.n. 
<:·n:T par·t:!.culur a: ... u. , 

.. Ul'i 



( '-' ;R.E:.: X tl:.oL·.~~h·G··~I .!:<:.::..11;;, (i:.:_(tlJ. 1 t (!;:i.ve :J:i.i tO() il!LH;l.t Lh.uL'I,_;.t:.<, 
t E -:~o 1·rb.2. t hr:: nu.:.:;}'!·i~ do~ I t'.wn~·;l.~.'G he JlD.ght pon~dbly go 
:i .-Lt;~) (H l !.;ir.r;r, tj t-r~·, . ·i;jl J..ts ~r;l ·CJl(:J." (J:!." i.;11tl:i; l ... t.: 1..:i[~l1·t ~-1C,t·~e!JllJy t,tJ' 
1..:1to ;..:c:11e ;i'r;:!"·rn of· f•t:J)J:.. -~ l'>:.....t.>Vlc:c, 1.rC~~·-1ru ··~~ • \""n in 1·ho. H~ 
C.Dr'....7 d:~J'"' b-:; ~·T2fl 'il':'···~/ :l.nt'':t'C:Bt:3(\ :tn ?,>(JJ:i.L .. eal c·v'oi.i''·· ~ Qn,J 
p~· :.· L.j_l;. 1.U X' J.y· :;_n'..;c J.?nV. (,.J. cn..r<r C lC'': • r(; t,: n / C:0.:-1 :cmtK!nth .]" ..:m .'~ 

).J&.!."'t:icula~~· 'L5.cte uo used to J.J.ui~Oll i,;o , ?'l ·,](' :r>Dd1o Pl.'0~1.'~:l 
called In:fo1·mation Please, e:..n/J. thGy-rd t1:;:1k vePy diff:icult. 
questions, nveryt~hing from 1~IJLH•ts to or>ex>£.1. One pax·t~ 
i c.: ular. ·c:Lme h'fJ 1·.rE: pe 1:L ::. t:on:':.i 113 to thr:; . rn:ou;r[l!l! D.n.d If r: knm .. 
r01.~ghly 10 pe~"cent of tbe u.n~:nye:c-s and cJac t:: Ke11nedy ~- ould 
ln1o\IJ a good 50 or 60 pm:•ccnt and he n,~x,~er :,-;emec' .. t;\) b~nd 
anynw:t·e t han I d:J.d o:e ;1e ti'. :,r1 1 i; r. iJ(J"i,te1' f'.i-Ud(mt uw..l., I., 
at that time, di'dn~t; tllillk be was &!i.;y lJ:~::tglltcn.~ th.un. I \·Jtlt~. 
ilnd I asked him hovr he happenc.l1 to cb ::;o \ 'l '11 on ther·e 
particular t ests of this partiuular ~leGtioning and i 
rcri1embe1' ve'T.""y t\l'ell that he sa:td tile most d1fftcuJ..t 'Ching 
in the · ~llox•ld is1 to concentr·ate and to re -r• . ...:·nd t-rhs.t you ~v·e 
already doneQ He said I'll pick up on a:r•tic1e.s rr11 l'ead 
it, arid then I'll fo:r•ct~ myself' to la;~r dov.m for a bot.:r'c; a hpl:.: 
an hour and go 'Gh:;;•ouc;h ·(;he tot:=tl Al"ticlc 5.n my mind.:; brius­
j r..g to memor-y as much as I po::wi bi;~r ean end then ann J.yzj.ng · · 
the ar•t.:i.cle, and ·ch~~n attnci;·in'~ it and tcari.n: i:C; clovn c 
And I think: f:t:om th:J 't; ea:t..'lY tl~~..tin.ing he gcdned a gPec-l'i; 
deal t.owa:t.."d secu:r·iug his memoP,y· :.eoP 8Vel•ytlling he :ecoi.l 
that was so OLltstanding in ·hi s early development;. 

J ~P..,: Did he indicate . to you th<:l'i; t h:::d; wae a cot..n"se of 
action that occui•red to him spontaneously.? oP had been 
inspil''ed by his Dact or. some tcachel"? Do you know hov1 he 
came by thi~ proeess? 

R.H.: I dont·t; knm·; how he canK: by lt;_, l.)U t I would say th.Jt 
hi8 f'ather pJ:>obably Na. s irwtJ.·mnc.ntia1.9 as ho v.ras in so many 
t hings inspl.Ping Jack to do cc:i,.t~:dn thi.ngs.. His fe. ther 1'ia.J 
a ve1·y l"'emarkable ·ceache:r>o I ct!tn :vcm::mbe:~"' si t ·c:tn .. ~ ax•ound 
the cUnner tab10 dmm in Palm Eeach over' F- r;;tel"' vaca ·i;iOJ.lb 
e.i.-~d the whole ·calk t'fould centoi' G.:(•otm.d poli t:tcn and 1nte1·~ 
na t.iona l events. I~"Ir. I\:ennedy WFJ.S thou J.\mba ssador to the 
CoLl.Pt of St. James in Englanc1 ~ J.l.nd any· o:f.' t;he childl'en 
c ould ask l1im qucstJ.ons and J.n the: gr•cateut deta:i.J ~ no 
rm.l ttei." hm-: simple OJ' .b.0\v~ stupid thu cwest;ionn m.ighi; ~~~':! .... Ill.: 
the Ambassar!or H<.mld eo tu e:T•c::1 i; J.•m!];'l;hn to d1;;scri.be 1. 'i:i, 
to explalt: .J..t.s t;o explain th~ :.::tJ:·ent;;ch::> Ol' 1'/en!,:ness(~'J or ;,1 
p3Pt.icu lar policy tha ·c he i\/'as discrJss:J.ng. H.ov.rever· ~· if an 
outsider, such n s myself, 1·rould i:'1ave ask the .l\mbassador n . 
question, he gd be p:r•ac'cicetlly i~nm:ed. 

,J .D ~ : 
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:F:.H.: He:; uould ju~:.t; ans·i~.::;r :-L~ :r..,c,.t:r~.~:t: cu: .. ··[;:J.y :1.H t;b.:)Ei:).i i.1~ 
.':_2irL~ 1 t ::yant to be ·Dvt:h::;x·cd ~'i:i..J.i. :~rJl1 }:" C!.ues·,~:~.ono9 lid 1':/J, c .,· 
cr;,l~'S::t~1sd about; c=.C:t~wat.ln~~ l1iG mm (\b.il{lr:;!n, On the go:t:C 
coL1:-:se it v-u;. b ent:J.r·ely di:tf'er·snt, beenu:.Je ~( plc''3i·oc.J. a coc.•d 
game of golf and he'd aJJ'iayFJ holrl. me np as <:m ezampJ.e GO 
l,ul;n voh.nc; ,Tt;(", ancl to .Jaolr ,:f: :>omethi.n,·: hf; '(:.rouJ.c1 ]:)J;:r ::·m: 
them to ttn'n :i.nto, 't'rl1:Lch would cl •1vc t;L::Ht 'I;:;·;~J..'. n J.l i_:·::..~,. 
e:x•u:.;y'~ qui.'cr.; .(>:t.'3J.Jkly ~ rut on U·..~o t:;olf (!t)l'l!.'f.C_, J Cd~:tyr:<~ H 
g;_;ocJ ga ... ac of ,golf. (:Hld 1 1•.iar;; r·a then· ur,)ul.pet;~i.t:I vr:J , ::.Jll 
J·ll'. Kennedy noc11c1 u~se me as an oJmmp1 c:: of HL:lt h3 vm.nt~d 
hls sons to be as golfers &nd heed even strEtch it a lit~l­
mm~~, I thin!;:,.. to :ll"J:•:Lta·i;e them as 8 p(~J."'son .. , 

.J.D.: Dtd. this ch:;a·t;e any· st:ratn on ;}i'OU:i." fr•:l.:::ndl:lhirl 1·rith 
3o1m Kenned.y? 

R.!-~·.: Not p<'~:··~icu ·un"J.:,.r. Ilf~ h~(l too g·oud a .~.:nl:l. o:( hLnw:;:·, 
i•';'j(,; n(~Vei:> seen h:i Ja ci.J.stt,n•b Ddj o:t• Iwi-··i:;..9 o:r h:1Jl :i:"eeJJ.ll._> 
vWLmc':.:::d by o.ny pa:t·cJ.euJ.ar· G\ clTi.; or ocer~:·:->0th'C. He ~;uwt: ha.C! 
too g OOC( a f:lens& of hUrilOJ.' ~ H(. .i.'ig;L1:r'e::d t;ha ·i:. hi::; :L:l'iihO J:> 'li'TC! P 
PL11ling my 10.[;; which he p :r..'obal.:Ly "t<l "=l8, 

R ~:r:. : :Joe at th:::.t p<:-l.r•'ci<.;ultu• t·i.m~: 1:2.s JL:t.iJt :CinJ.oJh:l..ng up 
7~~c,_·-"''r.J.. /\<::' T r•en";-·1·' l .. _,.) l"·c:, t y ~ "'1 r),:\.:1 c..=• at •""-11 1-··· ..... o,I\J. ..:'1•-> - ..... c .• · ... , . 1-:,. \IJ'C:io . ~.o . c.:·x·u <./ .. . J._,:...\.. ): ,,:3 .:n r. 

ovc;.r the thl"'r;:~; or· ?cJLC!." Yf:O.l'l.l :r H Cl1i; to Pz•l!1. B"'!ael.•._. Joe 
g:t·:=:u~.1ci·i:;cd fr·0m {!b(Ja·i;c <Lld l!c ·"'nt ·i.l Jl ~t·-,· ..... 1 ::nh.,; J b.Jl:i.o;.• . .: 
th;;:-·;:; !ll. ·,)i:::.Ss&dm:· I:-.:.oncdy I·:as 'N. J.:y ·t.nt(1r,,s·l;e i :i.n i.nv:In.,:; J~·lck 
sl:::; J go t:o H:;:.:•v::~J:•c.!" b:.1t; .J."':lcl: t~.d ~t·;o -v~:c·:; g~.o...:~. f':t.•lvnus, 
IJ<;·:c;p~s BilLLnsa <'nd tJ:J2.'f:.:t:;J.f, ~xtd :.::t:•:u:;i:1y on t;t-~, b::.s:l.s o:~·· 
":'::-:>:tand"-·hip h-:; chv s 'to go Jco P.1."J.ncotono 

::-.nc: ·:"ia J'£:ck I~e!li1· • •._.i~• ,,.:,e l.H.<C'l oJ: L1c ...... , ·r;b ·· · ;y·oL1 kncr;J· o.-1:', 
;:.-- Choa t.e? 

~ • .. ; ._,:.:;)' U..;ed to fJ•.-:~ rr.teh o·' •.;J•, ],.-~; · ,t.::J.l , [,~JO C.:J~ .;;..,e;3 
[ _ ::.r7·,~ fl!.!U a:..co both b~;:i.iJ[': v-.:.'.7 C.:ulJ1f.i"-'vt,.d, v~;_, '.z:r.·.-;:i.t COIPlJ0-
I":.:.t:.:o,1 E.::;::i.~-(~~6. ho·.:;,, • .:;c;n ·t~:1er.:.e \.Jo h:w·d ·.::~to ·i,:.to t:oc:J.d Le. 
!.,.l:··~ '~'-:tF··;:anainr;:: ·1-;f':> .. v .rcl·.::m 1 ,; f!i.\i·c:~ IJ ~.:lo. e: ~r. th~!~,. 
r.J.i ht b~; o Joe i.~8c~ h'i.s m;;-n i::·.1 c:nct.· . .- Ul"'.d :T cL h2a id;~ ')-;w 

Jo . .:, 1 s f':e:•.C .. d~1 'l~C.~-.2 i.' l:..t~"' e :1.0P~ r~m·cq ·_:>.:.; ch~d 
,.. !~ ··r!t. ,Jf:lctc's :::~~~lc."~~J~ 

,, / .. '~ .t ~,.,. •1-.... ~ 1.1 o'· 
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R,P. ~ I Has nJ.so in'l;e·s.'0St:::C:. in poli t tc;:;;l ~-:, .. cJ ~'icl u s;;d t;o iJ.~'.'/0 
c:.. g:c·cc:p ·\;h8. t t·rer1t toge·;:;h,.~):' -·· tllel·e ·~·..'<:1'~· 13 ~·li.' ur:: - -~ <' ...id 1.;·c~ 
c~lled <.::hin t.:::'Oli.P ·"'1·1...; Illucl~en; CluiJ .. 'l1c NC'l·;_: ~..;l·t,:~ht;]~r c:mti··· 
.~cL0o:L a6Jl1in:tr::t.rat:j.on. 'ii::- ·(·r)r·c eoi.;r.;·l.-:ant}y : n t).·.·i::f;J.•=~· :noc 
f'ol" &ny ser·j.ou f\ Jch:tngn_, tu'G jL~si; fo:,.· l1Edng G .Lopp;~: :r·ongh~ 
t1C ' '· .- ·-,r,~ 0'01.' 0 ' 0" ·;- ' 1.-: . ... ,. • .., ] ·te>·l'''' - .•~ 1-li p•'·t. ·'-r· (Y(' ·l· ..... ' ' ]" OC'I.I .. IV<..J .. t.!..e.:1 <:.> . d;_;, t..< v U. l,t•..:.! .l .. !:SL I.J,;, ctt.. ~ - • .;: .. \.' l. w. lA~ '-' . '---• 

din(:! ... · to gc~t. som-:;tl·:.r<~ i:o eat~ r.nd j uu·c non- conform:i atrJ a i.; 
ccl:.ool : and t!1.ir:1 al l c:£:,me t o ;: head one do.~/ ~vhon ·lilt.o heE;c .. -
rr.s ster in chapGJ. got L'lf. ·-- 'ftc I·w.d ch::::p·:~. evL:l''Y ovcnin.;; -- ::,r:d 
·c~ lt~ed £'. bou;~ tl:e t ad ~ppleu :i.n eve:r•:r b .. ~~ke·i.:; .s rmc1 ouddc;nly 
I''ll: . St~ .John,. ·chc 11cndnr.1r:tc:p 2.·t; 0hor:co; let loor::\e a 'c tLa 
Muckers . Cl ub, all 13 of us . 

He name(! i;hc:m? 

H.H.: Ec no.med. t.bo mr,r.abc.c·o .. 11-':~ 1.1.-:lla.Jd t .tw cJ.ub. t·:e i·:ro :;:~-::: rhc,; 
f)G.d-ai.Jplcs and 1ic.~..:~- cor':t up·t-::..r1g the !tlcr·al:J 1H1d int...--Je;r1 ty or· 
the o c,he:r• r:,'CL1 dent~-~ i n thr:: ccLunl . 

R.n.: I-'ladc tHJ :fG.:.: l V'(Z!x•y i mpoi< mrG ~- ~ w~.d c1'G that 13tac;c .o:( 
··IJ~e-gant~! 1'1Pc Ct. J'olm c\:.t;jJn:L r~'scd e~:w.h c.11:.:: _:f.' tw f:.-·om school. 

J .}). : 

fL..E, : :G:J;:pr:;J.].c!O u 8 trom ~(;)J001. !IUti':?.VC-;1' otll· x'amtl:i .. es t-~\·ef.'~ 
t:'Gt~~-:(ir~ti .• rt~1f~ l x•.- ,•,.J!tl :~· )'Io.'~ d\l: :j,]'J J~(:l lUC(I:tr }"~:1(1 ·co f;n;w· l'lf) 

tc:· t:ll.J =2'-!hol):l i. 'i; t J;j t; tlhl.:.':' 1 - v:';J ;; VC:l'.l .J .llV-:tl. '•,i C~d D lt.l } Lu V• ...J 
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f.Ji_._:, 1rh1s wes around J.9::V-l y·;·h..::~n t·J(~ 1·rere jL~niO:i."f:l C:tt GLx1t0 
c ~JJ :ll'. Y.enneoy rws highly· i:i:":;.:,,, i.;e at ~ii:ot.wg J<.:iCh: -J'o!." &l:l ~)li:id_:_: 
l'J.iwss1f "L o ge·i~ . in i;o th.J.. r., pi..l:r.•t.;.i0n1ar> p:t·i} 1J c:amc:11t ;~ <.Hid <..11.' ;;,_·l, 
oui• p&:Penlcs spo!·.:e ·co the headr,o.nter• l<JC p:::•om:L1:1cd t;o dinix1xH.:l 
'chi E: llt..1c:.-;:.(:I'S Club, p~.:·omi r.:;ed "to uore r'jp;:.t dly eonform to tJw 
school adl!linis"Gration and th.cir• J.:e.guleJ."i1lons_, \;Je 'I ')E! :v·~ ·c;;.d;:uu 
ba_c!{ ir!. school Hi·thot:'C ever actuul1y h.avin:_;; to lc: . ..lvo s-;.::hool o 

r-;-c n.:.:r·r; pcmishod by bcJ..ng t-mpt ov(~r Ec.Dt():t' \n.cation fm: tlL:. · ·::; 
or· i'our dayG i:!nd Dot; aJ.lmvod to go home vri'(jh ·t.;hc :.:sn-ii of th ~ 
stuo.en·cs . 

R.Iio: ---
r.J.Da! 

f.nd by havin2; yonr p<:u.:-.. =:u'.;:3 r.ppx':i r:c:d ():[' ;;,iom· ::w·C.J.v:i."G'i.cc:.'·.­
\ 

1\nd a1r.:;o ha'l.ring ou:r:> pa.J."'onts apprised of OlE" e,,c't1v:l.t:i,:)s~ 

liho had organtzed the ~-1uclr.er•s? 

R.I-L g I Nt-'lS more or less ·(.~he 1K~ad o:r: :i.t . Ever;}t mcrn.bex' l.'i1.3 

equal, but; I had the title of :::ecretar;)r und ·that made 1110 'Gh$ 
pJ•ime move1~ i n 'Ghe I1'!LiCke:c•s Club o Jach:. Kennedy Cl.l£>0 at that 
time show·ed a destre to e:;;:cel :i.n S!Jite of this other' side of 
him. In our senior- year trm had elections fol' the hand:;;om.~Gt~ 
the best dancer:; and the ld t·i;:i.cut_, and so on und so f'or'ch, 
and Jack wanted to be voted the most likely to succcQd. 
So t-'e campaigned and t:i:'aded \~'o·t.es back f~ncl f'or·th o 

J.D.: 
:'...;;:· you 

R.H. : .. 

You mean I 111 vot;e for you for rrH.JGt J.].kel;y to sL1ccced 
\l'o·;;e for me for best <?, th1G·ce o 

J.D .: Hhat uar:; the most o:;:pen;J:ive. o:f.'1'ic8 :!.n th:r.i1 iJ'c:.t;::; l:Juy:!.n~ 
cai:,;r.,a.ign? 

R.H, ~ i·le :n~ I accepted mos·t genel"'our,:;::_,_- :for some ps.J:>ticulD_~ 
rG<::son.D and as a rennl-G j"acic-;· o:r..' ·agrad.iw.ting clatJs of rollgld.y, 
I think_, 80 m• 90 .:/cudel.!ts_, fJCCIH·cd _app::."oxJ.mn tely 50% ot t.h0 
vote b fo:r· most J.ilccl;y· to :.::a.Ice;ecd ~ The:..'o t'!a ~ nobody noRl"' h1m 
so tli-~ t w<:tfi"Tr>lgn P"O:t.i1CtnC; -:co7i:[r:; fu tnr·c poli ticaJ.ly. ·· 

·~· !.') • .• \. f\ ···- •• 
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n.E.! no, ·Ne dic:J.n 1 to 1·re rUdnrt b.av·e eve:;:-;yone l i t on :tt 
~i'Jr f.h::: \:!f.~rd got s:r.•oLmd that .JrJc!;: EGnn,,,dy wa:-: most~· l .Uc~ly 
to succsed al<d :i.t \ri'2f:m '·c <:1 h.r.u.dshl_p. on any· per;:;on at ·~:het· 
pur .-:.t..cuJ.i:n'. ttJ;·,G ·co vo ·~_,e Zor- LL::i i'o:.:• t;l,,:, ·:; i.;f'f:ice b&c<:.u;," n.:,:;;:;~ 
·):i.' LS -v·-r\::ve t oo concePrJ0cJ c:ib o 1 .:~t: t;lL .. i'Li ·i:ux;e • 

.J,j_.: 'J:ell Hie a little: mm:·c <:Lx~l; t.bc-; l''Ii.:!Cl!..c:-:-·s~ i;h8t ;. . .Ju:Lc'!.r, 
ints: .. :::s 'f.l!.ls . Hm-r 1cn.;; d1d yCJu ln s ti '? 

T!.H;: 'l'he r:.ucksx·s Club on:J.:~,r 1~1:-:t~~ci foP c:•bou·c 3 l!tonth.', 
~-;;:-;::---c··•,)·a····! "·~ci ~"' .,. "".)'' 1--y··· r·1~·,-. c·o""r"'c)·;•(·-,·' ... . :- ~ • t'·'"'(.:l'J"'" .\;,r.~_·._ ·':'. \--.'.:!C-~ .J-!. 0 ~l,. .... ,.:..c ·:- c.:'""{ _ uc.-v s . .;, _u ... J.-• . 1 1. • l .... Pv ":)~. ·! . .t- . -..;.. '~--

n~:;ro~:~-~rs ~ 

It 
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;:; • H. : Hr.;t po ~:·ticu , :1:•:·J y . '('i; ,ju:·:. t hn_ppcmcd to be·:: J 3 ox· L~8 
· ttu,-:-\vr.=.::t a.PvLmc. tu6e ~~hv:r.•, LU:·<J tho pc"'ople iil 'ch;.; ptc·cL'l'C:: 
L~r· on the wall. TnG:r-e i -.ras Billings; tLcre wR s Butc:h 
::::cl!::-2:Lbc:r i··rho ;-:8 s n very out::; LanL! .. ng a t:hl ete; t hePe ·v.u:J.s 
f:ce:::icent Kcni''cdy J my(.;elf , d'll t11e cxtl'1c. :-s 't'h·n·G :;,11 Pea[;on-
20iy gcod at~lctes but just more or lees ~sgular type 0f 
gL!JS. ;;8 b. ~-:d a l:i. ttlo gol d shoV8l macl.s ·and on it HC lll-'ld 
t11c ;)Z·r·son 1 s i.nitic.ls c:md c~lno CI-JC Fll:l..·Jll. st'=)Od ~:fur· Cl!.<:J1.tt0 
I"iucwe:r;; Club; anc~ we vel'Y pro:..!til~' (t:-1 r;pl;;:y0d those s r'HYif'_,·!.t:. 

'{ 

Gnfor·tunTcely cnroe;..,., t.h8 y~.; .:n·..:; I; ·~ . .:; lc;r-:; ·i..: m:l nc: I don 1 t ltrlo·,,r :1.-· 
·ch,~ ro a~·e ;:;ny 0t:i.l:l. tn ex:J...,~.;c.n·; :: . But a:.:· t :.. :. th~;: lv~a6.-

. ··r.~stsr,; s l:.>l: b'C nbout :r.·r .... tt;c;'! ~pples iL GhG IJ _c,ket -vr•:; (J-:..,:':i­
bE!n<ed t~!.C )'/Iuck:crrs CJL~b" : 

~T. ,,._,: f ~ 

R.lL i -----
-'GOC) :t11 

Ei.''Si.'j;·x.Oy 1~L1'G the S·(:ur'J .1·· l. Cmwc::tl. 'J:hey V:r;';r'(:'j· .. 1 i c 
l:'SVO:r· of Ol'il' VH·ticu:!J r· uX·;::;;: r!J.:~ntlon. 

R.,H.: Fnval [;o~Je:vrlinent of c1!f= rtqc3.cnt; ~::ot.mcl l , bn'c they 
~·;~j ~~:~ir-wl:;-. Or!·i_;i:'E: .. lc: h~::~.i. :l.n oo·;;.:;-r and hr>ll tl1c sLlppm~'t oi' th·~ 
a r: .. ll1l.s·c:'8t:J or1; s0 tl!·'?:,:.::: i•i<1r-l- u; -;,ay oi' UfjlL:·p:Lng thc::m fJ:•om. 
~)C;.~..-::~1;,., ~.:.LtC!'"! au \!e ~'fOLtlcl l'!!J\i6 l.:i.l-::~;i~ . t'C)c: 

'• 



R.H.: Ah.ra;}rs fight ing City Hall~ ·clle entrc.:mclled po1J. t:teu:i. 
rdachine. 

J.D . : Did you have a ny v r-oject;s , other 'chan jus·;; i'un l:Ute 
going out for hnmbl).rgers or som~thing lit:e thc: t? 

R .H.: No,, none v1ha tsoever . 

J .. D. : You d i dn ' t move t he bell ·tm.,ycr , o:r·· t he be J. l a nd 
the beJ.l towerj or anyt hing l ike tha t j Ol' p ut a COi'J' on the 
:roof? 

R.H . : No , t h er-e 1'/·rere n o t J:>a d:l.t:lm'ls l ike that at Choate at 
a11:-·-. No: we didn v t g e t into anyth:l.ng of' t hat na.ture" On('~ 
par·ticula :i."' thing t~1at ca used Ul::l a g ood deal of concern and 
a good dea l of g rief later on. was • ~. The::L'e was an Assi sta nt 
Heac1mast e r a t Choate l'!ho had a VCl""Y pj~·etty wife, and f:lhe used 
to be extr•emel;y· kind toli'lar·ds the stL!dent;s; and t her•e was on.(;: 
paP'Cicu l ar student by t he name of Maury She a who ~.ras i n 'the 
Mt.lckers Club, the same as we l'Jez>e, nnc1 she was partic ularly 
nice t o him. And young Jack Kennedy composed a s ong one 
time. I t 1·1e nt like thi s L "r.1aur'Y· Sheas wha ·c 's y our• a ppeal, 
Queenie, we tt.ra nt a new de a 1 . n Queenie wa s the name of the 
Jl.ssista nt Headma s'l:;er" s wif e . She a pparentl y heard about 
t his song and she made Jack Kennedy and ffiJ'Belf stand up 
there a nd recite :Vc or 81ng i t to us~ sing it. to her rathe:t.' . 
I think if' t hat; had :reached tbc IIeadmaote r both o:C us v:rould 
have been thrown out ·or ~chool once and for ell; but, 
f'or~;unately, she ,d i dn't say an~rthing about it" 

J.D.: 'VJha t; was y-ou:>:- i nvol vemeut? I-Io1--.r did she COllte t o p:I,ck 
you? 

R.H.: Sh.e knmv- t hat ,Jaek and I vlere r:3ingl ng t he song cU"'OLtnd 
the school so she p i clmd me ::~ long vrith J·a ck. 

J.D.: -----
( t . .-

Did IViaur·y Shc;;;,or 0 1 Sh(Jjt tell I1cP? 

R .,IL: --- l1'1aury Shea·' I think he 1 E: the: one ·who told her .about ito 

J .. D.: Shea . Oh, he dlcl. hea:t> &bout J 'C. 

R.H.: Ye0., he h ad heard abol1t j c and he didn't J.ih':c it 
pt1rtfc..:u1nP.l,y; so 118 Ii11u:;·t, LE•V(~ ·cu:l d h:.::x• in a m.om.c·mt of grea'f; 
c:rml'i dnnr;e bc'~'rtllf.lc:: bc.f:'OI"':: ~'.i'L: l-crte i·J :!.·c!l t'iC H'tn· • er{.; ... ·o;:;tod bi;. h.:;:r.· . 

t'> 
(J 
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l·i:h.::. -~; i·;:: B t.h& 'p~~ :::r::: :... c:rm:i; r " p T•:> t.:lc::i.r,;; 1~-J.o; 1 in s .... ~hool. 
ct-·t :.":t cu.~,.~~ I"l a(!·~;:_ -...;-:r.t.:l t.!;_ .... -' .. ":- "Lr.i\~t n: u;~.~:r.l.~t;:LuS or• ~:1r1:r· 
l:L~·:>-.. t;~ l:.. ·~; •t 1···· f. J ,,:; n -'._; r_;~_,i·. ;. in .. 11. '! 

_1~,:·.: Yes; h& ; .. tr.f:, _ Hr.: via ~J f_;c.:.·f; of ·t.lle (JJ'';.):ti!j.!:'~ed ;;c:ttv:ctL~L, 
1:1.6~::; on a foothalJ tcc.ra_, Hot tns J':L:t: ~;·c vc:-.. HI but one u:::' l-b ... 
:!.11'\.;l~u-nu.L'.?.l teams tluring thct sectr.lOl'l. In th~ Htnter·, J ·[;.h:i.n~. 
J·;.G pJ.ayed nrot}Ed at b<!f:rr:r::tba:n; and in thE-: sp:eing_, he wa:J ou 
;:;ve goJ.f ;;;qw~,]. d~ l ·"".Jn ~ (; c.t~·~;sl:ui· IJ.ng iL un~~ ol tlwse Lf.'~;_.;-;- :. 
l;:; .ia:"' as ::,ny o·l;h.:;i:> (ictJvH;y ts eonc:e1 .. :.1e.n: he 1-.:as fin:.ncial 
edit:·J::.:> o.::' the ChoatC> E:;.•ic:f. Tl1at- 1 u a :v·r·u:+."'hoo!-;: thc,t; ~·Jt"-.HJ put 
C-u+- ·r;y tJ'··;;::. <--'-~i'l-1.-0:.C;-C--·:rl'::-;:-:----;·-,·- ~,, Ll •)-·lc+·l·,-,,;>c· o ·f' ·c:-.11 (:) u'P!:1C'lt·· ~, t-il-if·· 

.; '-"' 1 ~...,. u·-·- . -·- , ~ ... ., ....... 1 .1.-'-· ;.. . \J •.• ·"'' .... ~ ........ t1- •'-'- ·-r.~ . - .J 

C 'I c" "- .,_. ..., <: r ~e l 1 ·- s T-11'"" 11 11C't'e· -,-.,,.1'''~ d" <d~; r-1 !'• 3"'- :j r:; ''ld l". ~- n !:! P 'r•i ec'l -.<.:.~ ... c ~..:;~- 1 _ u. u """' ~- -u· ..... -. .__.r,.,, ""'- --'-"' ~~\._..; , ' .....,..1 u \..-\.A...,. . ... -·· 

cr:.2 poll that I rfl(~nticm""d hef'ore > th---. e1ecti .Jn ar.: u.~ll dt:: 

sl1 r::)rrting evento. He Kas bLiS:l~loss iW nage1· of that. I 
can remember vr:=r·y ,vell t.hat I G}~-,ra;y-s ·clwugh t he was ex­
··-:r-c;r:-.e1~r ;c5loppy in his habi tB; and a '>;.ood dt;aJ. of adve:et:-l.s:Lng 
l·"Gs sold f.or the D<:JJ.·tte; u lm:• B:,., j_cf cW ~,;el:l. a s articl es; mhl 
··;he 1·1hole book had to be put t0gothor>~ &nd it a l so had to 
be f'inancia lly sot.mu. I can :tX:mGmbe:L" r!Jbcn he balanced his 
boot~ c:t the end of the year·: I NB.s amazed he u-ar:> onl;sr one 
pc:nn;v off because :in my- oplnJon, he Wc<f.3 ·t.;errihJ.y care1e[-;s 
:1n his habits. 

J.D.: i:;taybe ii:; vras a n a ccident. 

ft.H. :__ I don r t t hink it ~·ms an a ccidcn ·c o He had a very 
. snarp mind , Hhlch I ~Udn_1 t app1:eci a t e at that pa r ticula:r• 
:time • 

.J.D.: UzPe thei•e any otheP student3, contemporarj_es of 
~.rom."s and John K~nncdy's Ht Clwato_, 'trJho l·Ye:t>e pex•sormge:::: 
la te:t:. in the Kennedy· AOrnin:i. Gtx•.J tton, OI' in other• ports 
of his c<n'eer prlor >co h:is eonu.ng t o the Uh:tte House '? 

R .H. : I'd s&~v- the person who t-raa closer~t and pal''ticipa t ed 
in th<:J Kennedy- m.cwemcut fJ:'OW ca:t•:ty· 191.! 6 r-ight 'co t he time 
of lns cleath v,ras Le;nm;y-ne Bi l lings. He -vms in the f i rst 
Congressional :eacc t.hat President Kennedy was i nvol ved 
in at Boston in 19!_:6 nnd in every subsequent one. 

J.D.: ~:as Lem another Ne-v,r Y.o:rLcr? 

R.I-I.: 1'o, Lem cam0 fx>Oh! Pi tt::;burg , a n d he and the Presid·9nt 
room8d together the Jt:!St t \1110 ~l~cll"'S a·c Choa t e; a nd then, 'Gho 
three oJ' UB !.'oowect 1-o~et,her vJ.bL-':l l ~lG we:nt t o Princeton. 



·-~ 

--. 
· I 

, 
'• 

~· 

J.D.: 11/ha t cUd yoLr c5.o tha t !,3LJ.rr1me1~ betv!OCJ.1 Choate and 
P~·inc8ton? Go off sepa~:·r.ite WEl~;n'? 

., ( 

R.H.: t~e all 11·rent om.> sepax•at;e N<'lys. I lw.ou that Presld8nt 
Kennedy <S t sorne stago :tn t here took a tJ?tp to Eur>ope 't'd th 
L~m Bil lings, but in my op:Lnion :l 'c happened du:r·:lng .his <;vllt:: t_:;·~ 
ye;;~rE> at . .HaPvc:.r·ds t o th~ best of my reco.I.J.ec'cJon. 

J.D.: Hel l ~ t e ll. us atJOL1t Princeton ·-- 't;his itTOuld be the 
Fallof ' 35. 

R.H.: \~ell Fall of. t35 "ltle tient to Pr•inceton, and trre 
roomed in a n old hall called South H.eunion Hall . ItWs t he 
ol dest bui lding outside of' 1Jasc:;w Ha ll at Pr•inceton~ e.nd i t 1.c1s 

a l so the cheapest ~bu.ilding, the r·oom rent, a nd the reason for 
that 1v-as that J-'ern m.1lings l'Vasn 't; N·e ll to do at all- - as a 
ma tter• of fac t he ~~~ent to Princ0ton on a s cho la:t:' f-:lhip ,, and 'l-;he 
rent that he c ould afford 111a~ very nominal. So I'Ve sele cted 
this particular hall, and l·!e roomed on the top floor of Sou-ch 
Reuni on Hall. I can remembej:' one day ver·y well -~ Ambassado)., 
Kennedy pulled up the re in a l FE'go Cadillac~ chauffeur d P1.vet1, 
and 1·1e ~·rere up four f lights. After' he c11mbed two fliglJts, 
he had on a very heavy coat of his fo:p a :roo"Cball game tha ·c 
he had come t o Princeton for 1 -- elimbcd up t he first t v"Jo f'1i g.h·cs 
and he was s o fatigued that he stood out on the fire escape 
and took his coa t off and threvJ it dovm to pave the chaufi'eu:P. 
He ~·ms overheated and ovc1., exerted on that tri p up to OLlP roc-1n. 
Jack \'.ras only at .Pr>iricet on :fol'' a bout f'oLl r monl;hs and then he. 1r .. 
t a!cen sic!<: and he lef t Princeton. 

That 1voul d be ,just a li. ttle more the-n a tE:;X'nL 

· R.H.: .Just the fii•st term, t ha t 1 s ali. He· left around 
Chri&tmas . f~nd as t·.rell as I iB ve knoun t:he m:J n , e ven in ·tb.o;;e· 
days.) I never hearC:i hint discu::; ~ the stotr::~ of h:U:.: l.!calt;;h. Bu·i~ 
h.is r-;tay at Prince ·~on 1·1as ve::r.•y :;ho:rt . 

J.D. : He uas there snch H shoPt time he cUdn ' ·t; have nny m'-jm." 
E:Ver·yone took the same COLU'SE::J or-:; a f~c-c shmi1 Dt di.dn 't they? 

Thntrs r1gh'c . 

J ,D.: 
f' ------ · 

RcH ~.;.. Yes, we t·.rc:t·c in J::r gJ..i E..h clusrJ to:·~G·chei•ll · 8nd as l ca~', 
h~. B r;cay ,-.;,r; ..;o shcs·t r.1i; Pr•J .. weton tttnt th.f'!PG 1-n1s uoth:l.t .g r "t], 
to o:~.::::t:l.i.1~ u:i. Dh :Lt ri"i; nJ) . k! n eVt'l' l lll(J ~A (:).;·,nc:O Gt) {-)(:tqaJ 1,) •. L 
i nto ·any particulor c:c-o:rd o:.' g:t·oup ~ 'I'h..; t'•.x::..e; of us as "i':cE;r-.1 ~~·J•.l 

.. 

i· .. 
I 

l 
r .. 
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, :; : :; · • ... ... :···.:..- .: · •• ·: ' 1 ° j J' .. • ';' 
I ' I ._ • ' ~- • ' . ·' ' : • . ! I"; • • ·' ' 

~ . . 
. . . ·,' . . : . ... ~ ·' 

11 .. ~- . !' •. 
. "' .•-- ,. 

o . , ; ' ·, ' • ' ' , , I •. "f• f .r -... ,._.•o""< I' ' ' •• •-,,,' • 

.. '· ... ;. , .·. · 'stJck pretty 'much' toge ther. ·on9e .iin j(JWhile. on fooubal l .·· . ' . . . - '·· 
· : .. ::· · . · weekends we might have girls ,down ·· for~ football game.s, but hip. · .. 

• •• : : • : • · •• I stay . i-vas extr~me·ly ~holft. . . , .. ·:· ·.,. .: , . •. ·.· , · · . . •. ·.·" . 
,· :-:.~·:: ~- ·' .· . ... :;: , ' . , · _. , . .' : ~- . . , ' · .. ·.· · .... -.. ~ · . . 
· : .. : .>": ~ . J.D.: ' \-!ere ·there other Cinoate ·gtfids,. in ypur )!l~ss? , .·/: :: .· : .. ~ ·~·.··. i . , 

•: .:;-~/ ; ~- j - .. o_ : ·~ .,·_ I • • • , ' 
1

, ' .'; I. • ' • • • .,. _.:~~:.:, o -· ;,;\ • 

~· ·. ·. R. H. : · Yes, there _must, have · b~~n ':·about·., oh ~5 or. 20. of q s,. · ' · .. · . 
• .• . · I . · but W€1 we ren't .close to .any of: these .. .,..~; none ·of the··rl!ucker. CJ.ub ··.· 

.. ;: , .. · : crm11d had come to Pri,nc~ton. · . 
1
• ~ ..... ; .• : • . ... ::. :·-~> · .' . . . . ·. · . · ... 

· ~ . : , . : . I· . .,,. . . ·. . .-,. . . 
· J . D. : · .You l'lere · the · bn'ly three ·· J'1ucfcers? · · , .. ·. :· . . • · • ... 

' . I . ' . ·, . . ' : : ,. . ": . .· ' . , . . . :' ' . . : , ' . , . . . . 

· .•.. . ·• " · < · R.H .: : v!e ~~e. the qnly thre'e 'i Muy,~e_r( .. ~fno ·· w.ent .. ·u?. Pri~·c~~oi~ ,:-_. ::. ·.· . ..... · 

~~-~ ·~·· · .J .D. ,.'I It {lad di.~sqiv~d; · but tn~ m~mory lii:1ge·r~d ·o~~ ,-, ·;· . . :~-·;-: . 
. • • ' I ' .· ' l• I • ..\ I, . · • • • ,; • - - , • ~ , · · : . 

1 , ' ' ' : . , ,;. 

' · ·· .. : ·, ·. ·· ·R.H; : ·· It i.s iih~~req on·, to this day .. :·~ · · . ·· 
• • • ~ I I ~· • .. • . • t : o :.. ~ r 

.. . • .. ·. ' 
; . .. . . 

·. : · ' . 

' . -~ . 

, ... 

.. 
J . D.: Did h e go out .for a ny sport~?, . .J · 

,• ' ' : ~ ~ ' ' . ' " : t ' ! I .. ~ ' .. · , • I ' • I o ,: o : • 

R.H.; ·' ~'le all had :to ~ake some1 sort of sport . .in the . Fall)· and ·· ·· ·. 
I really can ' t r.emembe·r -Nhat · ~resident · Kenneqy d1d .. dq at .. ·. ·· · -' ·. 
P~inceton. I ·think that we .all h ad .tQ t~ke ~ bodj~~~ilding · 
course, whi ch l)robably · ·s ufficed .. as ·-a thle tics for · h im . .-. I know ... ~ .: 

. I boxed in the Fal l ,·. a nd I v.ren t ·into .the sc.h9'ol tourn'ament· cind ·· ·. < 
Ja ck Kennedy ~-vas my·'second, and I '· tia'd· .ha 'ct a bout i n . the afte·r e.. ,· · ·· · 
noon t•JhJch : I . ~1/as fortunate enough to vdi1, . 'a nd . then .. T· was. i n t h e : · ~ .. 

·. f'i nals. on this ·· particular day, ·whj_ch· - wa~-: ... in ·,t he.·.evening · in the. · 
~chool gymnasium.. ·I remember ,very well tha..~ ·J ack·· .K~innedy_ .and · .· . 

·· .,. . ·~. I v.rent up to a nearby soda fountc;in befor<!· thi's bout ctnd all . .. 

r , ... ·:· . that he vwuld 1et me eat' was a dish of ··c:!orn f .,_akes becau s~ he ._. . . . 
, :· · . ··: · . . did1~ ~ .. t want me ·to go in 'there -qn any sort of q · fu.ll stomach . ... 

l· .... ·f .. ! ~ . ·'_:-. ·. I~.c~.dent~l!-y: ,.: ~ lost in the ·fi~a~s . . · ; . · · . 

r ·~ · J.D .:· Do -you. think .that deci~d~·c,i · him _ tq ·,· m~k~· a ·.c'ai-ee~\ .o~her .. t r;an' 
· · •· · · . ·, · .. in the . fight· game? ,. . .. .. 

. . . . . I . ' . I . · . . . ' . . , ' . . . 

,I 
R.H.: That was as. far as·. _:_ .ve,ry defini te ly:~ : yes .. _-:- .I ' d say 

·-: that c ure q hi.m of any ambiti ·on iii that f ield. · 

' 

. ' ' . 

J·.D.! . 

.. R.H.: · 
~ . 

.• . . 

. 'J .D.: 

R.H . : 
• I 

'--- . · ·· J.D.:. - . . . 
' • • I 

. ·• -- ·. ~ ~ ... 

• j ' ' ' ' ' ' ' I I • ' I ~ 

You· 'continued. on at . ppj_~ceton . .::...·. . .. 

·.· 
I contir1~ed on at Princ~t.on , ·g;;:aquat.ed. - . .:.· ·- · · . 1 •• • •• 

.· , . . · .. . . · . . :. . . I : · . 

Tlne Pnesidcn t droppe d out·? · .. . . .. ( . . .. . 
· I gra dua~~d . in .the cl~s~ ~f 

. ' ·: ' . . ' . . . 
-Did 'Lem· continue , als o?. : · · 

.. ·.' t 
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R.H.; Lem· continued oz:1,, we r~omed .. t ·ogether. fo:r ' t't'Ioye a];·s and ·., · : :.~· · 
then he got .a s~ho~arship, ,a· mc':mage\rship ~t t he .. -I vy · Club ip .... · 
Prince-ton , so h!' lived . right -there because he :-was . always on a · . 

· very close budget. · · ' · . '-" · · · ~ ; . . 
I . 1- , t .~ ·:. ; 

, J.D.: Now, '\!There -did you ·next . cross·· paths' ~1/'i th. John Kennedy_?.· I 
I Uha t did he. do when· he lef~ :there? _ · • · ·· · 

' • ' I , .. . ', . .. .. ' • ' ' ' . ' ' ~ 

R. H.: . ·· John' K~nn~dy, I 1_believe, ~ went· .'to ·. th~ ·May()·: · Cli~ic. .. . . .· ·· 
. Shortly after· that··he t-'Vent ove·r · to Europe -.- · ·his father was ·' ·:·. ,' ~ .' > 
Ambassador · to -the Court ·of St .. James, and ·he l:'fOrked w~t~· his · · · 
father· over tpere until .. h~ enter«fd. Harvaro th~ next'- Fa lJ.. . · · 
And my paths with · Jack .Kennedy crossed several ti.mes dur'ing. 

, .. : .. ·our coilege years-~ ~\Te still went dovrn · tc) Floritla over Qhristmas: : 

.. 

. . .,. 

' .·.I 
,,, . 
i .. 
l' . ; 

.. ' ,. ·· . va cation and visited him t;here·. ··. · . · . .. · 
0 • I'' • • • • • ... ,;. ·· ' .. 

. ~ 
.~. . f ~~ 

. . . 

. .. . 
-·: -: .. 1 

.. 
'· · · . . '. 

. ' . '" . 

·' 

: . '. . l 

. ·. 

J.D.: Did Lem. go the re: too?· .. :_ . ·· ··· .·, ' , , ... 
... ' ... 

. . . . ' . • . ' .. ' . t . 
R.H.: Lem would g o down;- I'd go .. dpi·m,' . and f'rorri. Ha,rvard _ 
Jack had Torbey fv'fRDona_ld who was ·la~er captain . of . f.ootba11 a t . . 
Ha ·rvard - ~nd ~~·now in the Hous·e of. }~epres_ehtqt1'1fe_s .. - We . .' u :;;e Ci ., . 
to play.a considerable, amount - of · to.uch · football - ~_ .:.. - - J'nornings .. 
we wou l d do a lot of Slo'fimming .. .-a·nct in· 'th<3 ,.afternoon · y1e 'd 'havG . 

. our go;tf g&Jmes:. Mr. K~nnedy._ w~s always there ·over· the .' Ghris.~ma s ., -. 
holidays a nd TJJe 'd play golf'. · · · . · .· ~- · _.- · ·· · . · .: .. 

. - . 
\ '·~· ·' . .. ~ . : . ... . . .' ... . · ~ . . ._·. .·. ' . ·~ 

. . . . . · . ., . 
... . 
... ~ . ,· . , 

J.D.: . Did you - ~ail . down ther.e·? ._·_,·;_ . . . 
. ··R . H.: . .. 

. ... . . 
. _. ~.D.: ... . ~-here'~ 'ot rriuch _ opport':l~ity ._r.or sma~lbo.at sai~ing, . • 

J..s there. . · . . . . . . , · 
' ' t ' ' • ' e • I • 

. R.H.": No, I remember 'we u-~ent' .'out· d.'~ep - 1 sea fishing one day~ 
but that's tha only re6ollection .I .have of sai l ing at al~. 

'. 'J.D. : Dtdn 't he go to Stanford · for :a month or ~wo? · ' · : 

· R.H.: I think ·he did,. yes, but ·· I 'thfnk that was after he· 
graduated fro~ · Harvard ~ · 

I 
J.D.: Oh - - gr.adt.iate -work! 

R.H.: Becau&e I carf remember · s o clearl y ·one t ·i me being in a 
movie and watching the news and it was j ust at the time the 
draft wa s put ·.into effect, drafting me.n tnto the Army , · arid one •. ' · . 
of the lo't'~e s t · number:;J was younr; J ac[{ -Ken nedy , a nd thi~ ·:pic tm;~e · . · 
was fla s hed· on . the s·creen, and I :reme mber e~e ttihg qui te a ki c l-c ' .. 

_ .. \ . OUt of it, · thinking in_. terrrts Of him, being . Ql"a ftea : into _..the s,el"V~~ce ·. . ~ 

. I I : 

I • 

. I 
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J.D. : 
- r- -

-+' • ',.' . ' • ... ·, .. 

Jl,nd you think he 'tl.ras. out on .the ,' \\fest Coast? 

... ... 'J.3 

R. H.: ·He t<m s' out on the lt!est Co~st at the tlrne. because I . 
. remember the fl ash c ame from Caii f ornia and wha't- was particula·l~ly · 
~dd about it was -the fact that his father_was ' so · opposed to .. · 
'our getting involved in any foreign ' commi tment;s .at th~.t time_. _-_.··.-- , -

, • .. I • , •• , ' , • • • • , ·. ," ' '~ • 

t, ' , : :·.t I ' . 

. : ·' 
· J .D~ . l•lould this be 'about 19~0~ September i940 "··. 

. ! 

R .H.: .'l'his was around September - - ·.' - . 
. ! ·' 

-t 
·. ·, ·. 

I . . . '. . ~ 
,. J.D . : 

. . . 
September~ i 940 w9s ~ the ' · o~iginal- draft'-d~~~ing. . . . 

. ' . . 
'• , ·. R.H. : Yes . I .•. ,_ ·- ~-

' • ·. I 

J.D. ··Number 158 . .-: -- ' , .. · ' 

. t ...... : ' . . .~ 

R.H. · · Yes, this was around 19L~o , ju~t 'tlrhen ~-~ was -- -pr.o~ably _, : · 
....... / g oing out to ·stanford Uni ver9i ty. ·; · ~ r · .. ~ · 

. ' - ' .. ": ... 
. 1 ''.·, ·· •• • ' 4 

· _,, J.D. • : That would be the Fall ·.foliowing. the :coin:p'letiqn of his 

'· 
i . 

I .;~ 

. i· 
t 
' I • 

. .· 
'. f. 

\ · _ · undergr aduate studies . Did he lose a' yea·r _by_. the Harvard--
Prince ton -- · · · · · ; · _ ·~ ·:-- :· ' . -. . ·. · . 

. ,. t 

; ., •' 

<'" .. . • 

... ... ... ... 

.. . .. 

I • "•·, 

. . 
,•: ' · •• I f 

.- Yes, Yes .. 
•' 

·. J.D . : . so he -did 

• t ' • • ':·. .·~. • . ..... 1. 
·~ o''w i ~· _:.,,.- ' •• , ' I .' ~ 

• • • ' t .. : : ;· :;~ •. • • . 

.... ~ ~ . 
' • - :< '. ~ t·. .. ' . 

. .. ..... . 
I •,, t.'•, • 

' ­I 

: .. : . .. 
' ' ' . ' 

· :-.: 

. ' 
' 
~ 

R.H.: 
1

Yes ~ he lost a year, grad·ua·t~q - in •46-,--· a~d - it- was a _t _ _ l 

that time that he wrote his first book , · iVhi _l e. ·England Slept , ·.- /..-} 'l . 
pnd h~ sent me a copy of i t ·at· t h a t particul ar time, which I ... ·· 

. still have, with a suitable in~cri~ tion. It . was humoro~s, ·· , 
I don't recall it too wel l , but I had gon~ t Q.work a t that· 
point for Continental Can · in a regu1ar __ train~ng .'course' , and _. 

· ~ was ~ime -keeping in a factory~ . l~arnin~ the - various operations $, . 
9nd the inscription went some thing~ to t he efftect, · JtTo Rip Horton 
who ' ha s t :i,mekeeper 1 B

1 p~rsonality a nd I'm sure. wi l i go far in 
t h is world~ . " ~igned J a ck Kennedy. t : 

J ~D. : · ·· Did his personality seem ·to be abou t the · same when' you- · 
wou-l d see him down in vle st · Pa lm -- you· would' ·see him. only . . · . 

, • 

. sporadically C!t measured intervals_, and .. I wouid think yqu would · · -. 
·· ·_have more of a chance to look . at him· from outside and· to think 
. about -- is this the same fel l oTtJ' that wen--t to'·cho(ilte yvi th me 

· ·· than if you had been with him eve~y day. I a t hat so? . . 
, . 

. R. H.: . trha tIs. very true' but . I didn l t notice an;}~ - particu l al' 
· ·change· i n his persor:ia li_ty . He ~·ms still very ·ligh_t, very. vii tty.,· 

. ........ 

-·· .. 
< ; 

.1 

i· . 

'·. , .. 
. ·~ -· ' 

. -~ 
I 

,, 
~ . 
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' . ·: 

a particularl y loyal : .. good fri e·ha.·· ;ho cl;wrish~d oJ.d friend­
ships very, yery much. , 'Jis .a ma t ter· <hf f ·act, l}e put himse l f 

· oa t a g reat deal more to get in ' touch with me and to s~e 
me and retain our old fri~ndship than_ ! ~ad done with him. 
But his personality hadn~t changed parti cu larly ·'rrom the 
Choate days. If I -v1e re asl{ed ··at· tha t ti.me wha t· l:ie was going · 
t o Cio; having :CQmpleted college; I vwuldn 1 t ha ve. had th~ · . 
least idea. No,. he '~'las still . living ·everyday and .just .eri- · 
joying li f e .and pe,aple. He w·as very : a.'ctraq tive tci girls. 
He. had any number of gals lr..rho · we t·~ 'devote d to ·him, and 
that seemed to be his ·chief 1nter~st~ · 

' . 
·J. D ~ : Carefree? 

· -~ . 

. .,1 . 
!. I : 

R.H .: Very ' carefree, yes; ·very carefree ; but Jacl{ was not 

•• 

• . 

a spendthrift even,thoug~ ~e had~ .gre~t de~l ·of money ~ · · I 
don't kno1,1 whe'ther it was the fact tha t' ·he fe 1 t . that · he· had 
money and he did n· ' i w~nt ·people to . take a dvantage Of him; or 
i-'rhether i-t vJas 

1 the , .fac t · tha t he .. ~'las ;tight, whfch he reaLLy 
. · . . 

;;lasn 't. But he .d:i.dn 1 t thr ow money ·around·. · He might · pay ' 
his :::hare of a·· che cl{. if' he . remembeJ:>ecl to· br:Lng money with 
him; but the genera l situation ·vJas th~1t he .d:i.dnrt have .a· 
dolla.r in his pocket. . ·· · 1 

· · 

· ..... . 
. . . 

J . D ~ = This was rema rked on after ' he ··came to .the . Sena.te. · 
. . i ~ 

R.H.: The Senate,. yes . . . .: . 

·J.D.: He· never had ·chang'e in ' his pockets or nev.er . remem­
bered j ust what he was ~upposed to ·be doing in the n~xt · 
tvJO minutes . 

. ; ' 
R. H. : .- That '· s. right·~ yes . 

'. , . 

J. D. : lllhich ·1s fairly common , I think, :th a pe 0ple . tha .t .are· 
preoccupied with other things . 

:R.t!_.!..!., • , . • lqith . other things. J3ut .the. interes t1'rig 1· thing 
1 was as I look back ag~.:i:n · r wouldn~t, ·c ouldn 1 't inwgin~ what 

h i s pl""eoccupation was at ·that· particular time . I couldn't 
:. imagine what he wa~ driving f or, which he · wash ' t~ ~art - · 

i ·cularl y doing~ or tllha.t he· v-.ras llving for. . 
....,l ~ : • ' . •• ' I • ' 1. • t 

J.D.:· . Do you thi nk he might, f rom your recollection of h~JTl · 
· then, he might vre ll h ave ended up· ·in, the investment-banl{ing 
· busin~ss in New Yor:.C ? 11rhat 1 s wha t :Lem did , _:Lsn '·t · it? 

, · . ' 

R. H. : N,o, Lem i.s in the advert'Js:lng busi'ne s s in Nelt.r York. · ·, 
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J.D.:. Oh , advertistng. 
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.fl.H·.: No, I'd say tha~ Jack Kennedy ' s bent ~t t hat poi.nt·: 
t·ms tm·.rards tr.rriting , vrhich ttms ·indicative of ,his senior . 

. . 
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. .~ . . · .... 

thesis from H~rvard. He hc:fd a flair for writing .. and I ._think ~ .~; , .·- < 

J.D.: So the book didn 1 t SUl"'prise you? -. .. :. 

. . ' 

R.H.: Not too much !but i the de.pth ·of ·the book ' and blha very, 
fact that it w.as so well wri~ten 'did . surprise ine. ! can· ' 
rememb.er ·Arthur Krock, what at that time was the ·pre - · 
eminent columist in ~his country:, I believe ; 'for ·the Ne·w 
'York·Timeq, and he still is very. outstanding, ~rote ~ , · 
· column on . that book; ana he still . refers to that book, ,· · ... 
extolling the Vir~ues of that bobk ~i - it being ~o · full.: · 

· of good- cqmmon sense for the Ame.rican peop l e ln the 1940's . 

. . . 

. . . 
.. . . .. . . :· . ,_L , • C 

· J.D. ·: Going back to Choate for a · minute ·and J~i~t 'a · general. .. ·: 
· question. The re are severa l stori es . that ·.Joe, Jr ; · ·and Jac-k · . 

\ITere great scraper'S With each other, and that family r:i, Valry· . 
wa s such that it trias give nothing in a .. 'ga.me or· anything ' els.e~ 
a nd I think I ' ve heard a 'story_ .of 'ei the·r Ted or Bob saying 

.. 

~ .. 

I 

~--~ .. 

,.;.. 
1'1 
(i 
f.' that they can ~ remember ~he wall . sha.king ·in one· of . the 

juvenile f ights of Joe and Jack . ~ Is ~h~t in · line with your 
.... :\ •. ·• 0! 

observations? . . .. ·.,. · : · · 
· .... .. ·. 

R .H.: ~ Yes, that tt.rou+d be. o.f o ·o:u.rs~·:, . · they fia·d · matur~d ··a '· 
little from their eari ier ages . 6f .8 or· lO or .)2' when ·tbey 
would try · to_ kno.ck each others breins out, but .·there was· : 
a very intense ' Competi-tion bettr~een ·· the . two boys., whether , · . · ' 
it_ w~s in swi mming or on the gol!D: co~rse _.or. i'n tOLlch fpo~-
ball . v1hen ~~e all us~d to p l ay · t'ogeth_er. . · · · · · 

I J . D. : Did · they ~ lways . want to b~ on' .. C?PP.osite. sict~s o1> . .. '. · ·! - ~~ 

;·,I Ahrqys on opposite 'sides.- ., . : · 
' I · , 

R.H. : · 

J.D.: They · didn 1 t want to play . ttli th one anot her. 
-; ,, . . .. ~­.. . 

·.R.H .: They didn ' t want to r)lay ·ltlith one another . Jack 
tt.rould a,lways have Torbey McDonald · on hi s team, t--rho ttms 
captain of footba l l at Harvard; ·-and Joe was a great 
friend of Ted Reardon's who was .:also, I ·"believe·, captain .. , 
of footba ll at Harvard j_n Joe's year there . . And Lem and 
I wou ld be mor~ or less the line th~t wou l d stand t here 
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and try to get in eadh other' s .JJJay. But · the ' compe~ition . · 
· defini t ely v1as betv-1eeb J ack and .J.oe,. and:_. t hey might defer 
to t he superior abilities of a Te d Re~rdb~ o~ . A Torbey 
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NcDona ld; but they we re the driVing forc e on··the· t eam ju~t· ~ .· . 
to beat each other. But at -that· s :tage of the · game , _ they .· . . 

~~r~g~ t Py:;~~~g f~~~~. brawl _s, the, ... -·~o~p·~~i tion ~~as ,.t_a~en out_ : : :~_.:~. ~-< ... · 'i 

r ' 
. ," ·. 

J.D.: ·. Yes·, how a bout Bob? 
too young. · 

Was Bob ever; or Te d, t hey ' re 

R.H.: No , they . were too young · at'·. tha t 'ti~e· . .. I think Te d · . 
and Bob might have beem · down td Florida . once or t wice dur"" · . 
.ing our stay t ·here. I can remember Ted·~ I thipk, . but I .... 
don r t -remember Bob in thos e - day s . >I ..... ' ' . / . ~ .. '; ' ·. ·. ·_: . . · .. '.-. ,::: 

' . ~ .. } . . 
.. ··-.~ - - ... ' [:1 

:--·- . 

! . .'; 
' . . \·.··. 

,. I I i ~ 1 
• . ' , I lf ~ ,. ; . ;~. --··"';. ' ~ . \ . . . : ._... -

. ·' r . ~ . . . ... : . . ... . - . ·-
~- · . . J.D.: Did they let_, did .;roe and · Jack ') et-... the . girl s in the .- ,.. 

. family pl~y as they did in ·l ater years., Of. ~,ias . th.e comp.et - .·_ . . 

t -
l' ~ ­.. 

. ;·. i tion to·o· in tense? · · · · · · . :. · · 

. ,. 

' "' ,·_ 

' I 

R.H.: No, these mee'tings down in. Flor ida were - strictly -com-
posed oi" comprised of Joe and Jack. ·and their· friends.. NoJ:1.e .. 
of the girls were the re at the time ; · t~ey were all too young . 
I -didn ' t meet the girls actually until , oh, around my s~nior 
year at Princeton and .tha t's whe.n ,I first -met Kathleen .a11d , . 

'then Rosemary_, vvho vms not well; but' the other girls were. ··· 
a ll younger at the time. · :·· . .. · ·· 

J .. D.: So after you vJen t off to .Princeton j Ja~k Kennedy .went 
off to Har~ar?, YC?U 1d .jLlst see f:J.im_ severa l times a year. · ;_. : 

R.H.: Very intermittantly, and then we ·both went into the ,l 

service. He werit into the PT boa t s, · of ·course, and · I wen,t · 
into the Army; . and I didn. I _t see h im. unti l ·1946, after the .: ·. . . 
war. · And that ' s wha n. . . · · · . , 

\ _.· .. 

J . D.: D.id yoLt ~oi~respond a_t alJ. during . t,he ·war? 

R.H .: 1'--To , we didn 't . .And t hat ' s ·whe n I go·t my ·firs t inkl- · 
ing of ~'J'here hi s ambitions lay. He - were staying at a .place . 
up on tlle Cape, my tATife and I, · cal l ed .Coonamasset; a nd I. l _ 
te l ephoned, this \IJas in the fall around Thanksgiving ilif · 1946~ 
the _Kennedy house and. J a ck was dow·n ·. the.re . He ·ctrove up to · 
Coonamasset 't o see us and brought.us bacl{ to the hou-se. for 
dinner. The Ambassador was there a t . the ti.me, Mrs. Kennedy, 
a lso Teddy, Bobby and the g:lrl s ,,.,ere· there . And. Jack h ttd a ·· 
t~pe recorder, a nd he was practicing speaking into 'this tape 
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r-e corder·; and he ma~e me s peak j_nto ' :(t ai1d then p l a yed . 
bac1c the tape J a nd y our mqn voice· a h .rays sounds avrfu 1 to you . 
l!.nd ·r a. s ked Ja·ck v1hy . h e t'la s · working s o ·har(j 'ltl i th t his i 
t a pe r-ecordel" and he told me that he p J.a nne d t o .run for 
Congress. Tha t -vJas, I -s ay , t he fi rs t indication a s to 
vJhe r e hi~s inc l i nati.ons we r e the n -lead_1~ff.. him .. 

• T. D. : vLouldn ' t t hat pe 45? He ; an -in . '!~6 . . : 

.R .H. ; . Tha t '(-<18 S prob~bJ.y in 'l.J-5 , 'yes : y~ s , 
in tne . f a 11 of '46 . · Yes, tha t tr.Ja s 19l.J-5 . 

b.ecause he ran 

I', 

J.D . : 1-'Jere you involved in t ha t ·campa j_gn ? •, . . . 

R.H . : I wasn't ihvolv~d at all in · th~ campaign ~ · no. 

~ . . f 
J.D.: Did the ... from '. ti;me to ·time yot.l' _r ead · storie s -·about ... ·, 
the dinner table gaJnesJ . and you had mentioned earlier · that 
when you v.rere a t· school with J'Ghn · Ke nnedy_,that yoa .were . · 
both devotees of Information Ple a :?e. · Di d those f ami l y .. · · 
table games go back as far as the Choate _day s, · the qui zz -
ing by the elde r members · of the family , 'quiz games ·of t .he 
children? . · - ·; ·_· · .. ' 

l ' .·. ••• ... t • 

R. H.: Yes: TVir . Kennedy, ;r can -remembe~· ·rri(n .. e· ·c·l~prly, this 
particular t'\1-to · or three . days . I spent · the re at the Cape with 
t he Kennedys, was a t the house and 1 he was go:Lng -through a 
qui z game, largely with Jac k , · I ·think ; stimulating his ·.- mind 
for hi s .first step i 'nto ·politics. · But I don't remember a ny 
g e nera l games at. that particula r time ~'Ti th any . Of the _. other 
members of the family. But .the talk wi th · t hem at ·the . _: 
Kennedy table, and thi s goe s vvay back . to 1933 or .134, ·1.1as _.. _ .. : 
never. trival. It always had to do with events and out -:- · 
standing pe~s6nalities. 

· J.D.: .And everyone Nas suppose d to have an opinion ar.ld. 
def'endit. 1. . .... ·! 

I , 

R .H.: EVerybody would . have an , opinion t:tnd: de fend ··it, ·and. 
the younger members of the fam:l. ly 11ke Bob and Ted would 
ask these question s that ~igh t have seeme d sort · of childish 
·a t .the time. But,i as I sa id , Nr . Ke nne dy, at great lengths~ 
would e xplain t he· meaning of . what :th~y t..rere .asking ~nd '. the 
reas on therefor. · 

J .D . : Would· the younger chi idren participa te inqq~es tipn­
ing one of the e lders. ~vould. nome bocly be at bat , and e ve ry- · 
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. one fire questions ~t him or 

R.H.: I don't reme~ber that. No, no, "nd,·I just re­
member the general .tenor or a ll the conversations and how 

· stimulating it t-Tas for an outsider .·to 'be there and llsten . 
to Mr. :Kenned.y . 

· J.D.~ T'nen did 1you follov: ·the new _GorigressmE:m ' s~ c·areer, 
·t·Then he was in the ·House, when -he . was ele-cted? 
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R. H. : I was , at tha t time, t-TOrking in 'Nehr York, and . .'· I 
naturally was very happy about -his election ~nd I would 
see hirn very interfni ttently. . I didn 1 t . get to ~lashing ton 

.. ~ . ,; 
• • • j 

. particularly at that time. !lrlhen h~ 1!-Tould come _up to· .New· 
York: it \'las general l y to take some girl out. Once in a : 
while Ne'd doubl e date, .and he was going tr-Jj_th-mcH\Y dif,:. 
ferent girls at· tlaa t partj_cular · time~ . . · rrhefi ·I .· got· ih . the , . . 
trucki ng business, and l'Je had hoped to ge t some government :' : 
business. So I came to Washington, · ahd I wanted tb ,nial{e· . . . ':· : ;, 
a connection with the Transportation ·Corps in the -Depart- ·· 
ment of Defense~ I t-ve nt to then Represe.ritative J ack I~en-.- · 
nedy, and he and Ted · Rea·rdon and r · came over to the · De- . 
partment of Defense- lrl!here he ,. introduced me ' ·to.: the Chief 
of Trans porta tionj and I can -remember · a co.nuersa tion · at. . 
~hat . time. ! . thought that he ~as; wor~ing ver~ hard; . he · 
was driving . himself ve'P'J hard., :·and ·this: 'was ... only ar•ound .' .. . . 

. 19l~8 or so. · I said to L~m Billings ~"no happe.l1ed t9 be · . ~. ·< 

in ~·Tashington at the time, 'just what· is 'Jack ·: a_fter; ·what 
.. 

is- he looking for-. Lem ~aid that he wants t o. be Pres.- - -
ident of the United States, . and ·~r was the most shocked . · • 
per.son in the world; I looke d upon him as· a ' Represent-· ·. ,:· ·.: .. ; 
ativ~, but becomirig President .of the ·united ·states was · 
a dream that was Just .beyond my · comprehension .. ·1 I can · ., 
remember w.hen he made up his mind . . t-o run for . the ·Senate ... ·. , 
against Cabot· Lodge and I quoted . an article _from· . . ", , 
.Arthur Krock . There had . been . recent1y a coll.tmn by 'him· : .· · -· 
about· Lodge, pointing out that he r.-.ra·s a ·· very ' outstanding 

·i .· .. 
.Amerj_can, what 1r>1i th .his war record ·and his family.' baqk- .. 
g round, and his. partioipa tion in public·. affairs. I I i;;:·· 
·pointed ' out to Representat·ive Kenne.O.y what a difficult , 
thing it would be to d~feat him. · Representative Kennedy 
pointed out .certain minor sarcas~s, certain ironies of. 
this particular article by Arthur Krock as to how Cabot . · 
Lodge vms always on the popular side of every issue .which 

' 0 • • 

• • • ..... t':.' 

. .. . . .. 
didn It necessarily 1ffi8ke hiffi an EJWfUlly gOOd .Statesman; · but ... ' 
.it might make him a· sa;ti·sfactory · poii tic ian. I And ·he ' · .-~ .·. · 
short ly thereafter, of course wen t into that particular 
c ampaign'and . capitalized on these p~rticular weaknesses 
a nd won the Senate rae~. · 

.· 
! 

.. 
. . ' , . 

., 

:: 
(. 

i . 

i 

I' ·.· 

;· 

' . . ' 

• ... 
1•. . ,, 

'· 



' "I 

---

19 

. . ' 

--
J .D;: That 'd be 19S2. 

R.H~ That was 1952. 
' . 
'•. 

• 1 

J.D.: You weren't involved ~n .the campaign; you were 
do1fm in New York? 

r 

R.H. ': r ' t"<'~s in NeN York at the time, and shortly there­
afte r I went t6 Texas; qnd as al. result I didn ' t see the 
then Senator Kennedy for several .Years. I r•ecei ve d a 
letter from him appri s ing me that he was going .·to marry 
<-Tacqueline Kennedy and as!cing me · to be ·an usher in his .. 
wedding .l:'lhich I'd planned to ·o.o; but just, oh., possibly 
a t11eek before. the wedding I had .an appendici t .is opera t:lon 
and was unable ' to,make it. And .then I didn't ~ee Senator 
Kennedy until I came back from Texas. ,which was around 
1955 or · ' 56 and I · got in touch i·'rl.th him . He was corning . 
to NettJ York and I c an remember very well that I met him ' 
at a p l ace called Chipps, which j_s a ·tailor in Ne\'.r Yor~. 
As we l eft Chipps, we ll.rere wa l king along the stre.e-'c an d 

·, 
I noticed . a 11 the se people, just brdtna·ry r people, rtnilk,... 
ing dmvn the street, turning ·around and looki ng at:.·h im 
and pointing him · out. And I -said to ·h i m, ''Do you t · 
realize ·that all of these people· recognj_ze you; h ow 
'prominent you are? " And he said, · "Yes, I .'m well .aware 
of · it. '' It t~.ras nothing conceited a bout it, but he was 
,just av-1are that he was at tha t ·point more tha·n a ::?enator 
from IvJassachusetts, but that he 1oi}'8S ,becoming . a nationa l 
figure. I can remember He went t o a restaurant on L.ex- · .. 
ing ton Avenue.for something to eat, this was around . noon; _ 
9nd he advised me at that time, I just don •.t remember the 
year; . I might be off a year or two; but he. advised ·me at · 
that ··time that he had just hearcl that he had won the Pul ~i 
i t zer Prize f or Profile s in Cour age. · · I could tell and _ 
.I never heard ,Ja ck Kennedyboas t about any adcomplishmef?,tS 
or a ny thing he had ever done , but I could se~ tha~ he was 
e x t recie l y proud and extreme ly touqhe d by this pSrticul ar . 
Puli tzer Prize award. 

I think that was 1956~ 

R.H.: Tha t liJOuld ' be aboL<t 1956, yes. 

I was wor king for him t he n. 
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R...J:L..;_ Oh~ were you, ;Joe? - · ., . 
3-. D.: Yes, I can remember the peJ."'i oq .before. the award was _. 
made and I don't remember the ttme of' the award though , b_ut 
a s you say , the r e was great interes t. ·· All right, go ah~ad . 

R·.H.: Ji.nd, silortly ther~after; oh · arom~d · 1959 j I d:tdh ' t 'see 
J13ck Kennedy probably fox• a coupie of yea·rs . I h ad· had s ome 
s evere financial reverses and I had gone into a sort ·of .a 
pe riod of i·dthdrat'.Tal . I went to a · foot;bal l · game ~~ri th Lem 
Billing s ¢l.own at Princeton, the first time I had been . back 
in quite a · vJhile and Lem and I sat··-t·oge th~ l"' in the stands. 
vle just ha.ppen.ed to ~run in-to each ; other j as a ma tter.-or ­
fact, and got to talking about Jacl-c ; - and Lem_ said that you 
de-finitely should look J a ck · Ke nnedy up . . He stiJl f eels the 
same about you, as · a\ery old friend ·a.nd a good. friend; and · 
he is· going to be the next Presiden t of the United States. 
\vell, I was s l ightly embarrassed to ·ge.t in t 'ouch with 'Jack·. · 
It · made it look as though I was· tying my r ather unsuccessful 
wagon onto his particular successful wagon. · · 

.,.; 

J.D.: He didn't look that mu'ch like he wa s going to . win' 
a t that point, Rip. . 1 ·· • . . :• . . . 

! . . ·. . ·. . . 
·, R.H .: At that point he · didn't·.-· :- Lem, thought he .was , · c;uid .I 

·was willing to· take the gamb l e . .. And .so, . l think · Lem .had, .· · -· .. 
· Jack get in touch ~d th me and invite ·me up · to the. _Cape for · ·. "· · .. 
a TAreek - end . I went ov·er there . al'ld nbne of the older .members 
of the family t.·.rere there. ·. Jack _was a l ittle l a te ·ii1a:!fr---
ri ving. ' 11fe were a l l aroU:nd the: dinner table and for an -. 
ou tsider to participate ''V'li th the Kennedys ·at anything like . , 
that is difficult because the talk i~ so fast; a nd the ". ~ 
chain of events and the patter anct the ~it and- humor so ._ 
keen;· . .that for an, outsider to be there you fe e l -: lHte s·ome ,. - · ~ 
clod v.rho has just come off the . farm; .. aqd I remember a ·. 
feeling of great discomfort for 'that _. f irst night . . _· J a ck 
arrived as ·we were all at dln.ner. , · There must have·_ been . .,. 
12 of us at the table, Jackie, · Bobby., I don't think Teddy , · ··. · 
~'la s there; but a l l the sisters were therc;.4Sarge Shriver, ·' .: ,· · .. . ·. 
Peter Lav·lford, Lern and myself . And Jact-c came · in · and · the .. .. 
first thing he did .wa s come over to me and say 11hel1o !.f ' and .· . 
nhow good to see you again '' j ust as though, I had seen him 
tli.e day before. His fee lings for old friends never changed -...: , 
a 1grea t sense of loya lty . . And I spent the week - e.nd the r>e. .. 
\~e played 'golf together . We didn't ,_qiscuss politics . too · :: 
much. tve noticed how he could r·ead the papers · so ·quickly 
sitting out on the veranda on ·Sunday morning. And I went 
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ba,ck home to Syrac.use;· and~ oh~·· this· was ·arourtd 1959· ~ 
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~ th~n for the first time got into Democ~atic politics. 
Prio~o that I had been a re,gistered Republican~ ""'hich .. is ' ! ... 

true of many of his friends~ . and got into local pol~tics· ·: ·~ 
and ran t wo or three. campaigns up there just to g~t - kn6wri . . ' 

· among the pol1 ticians and then star.ted · the fj_rs t Kennedy··· 
'for Presiqent Cfl: u.b · in up - -state . Ne~'f.' Yorkt;. ' I . -vrorked ' c l os$1y . 
wi th people like Pete Crotty up in -Buffalo and the : · '·:: .. _._, 
0 'Connells dov.m in Albany~ getting~· the s ·tuff cleareq_ .wi th .: · · 
Steve Smith, which t-.ras my first entry, e ntrance into the . ::·.·: 
Kennedy ca~paign . 

J.D.: Was Steve down at the Esso Building here in '· vfash~rig ~ 
t on at· that time? . . -: . ~. 

.. 
t•. 

·. ~ 

· R.H .: 

j .D.: 

Yes, I came down to see Stev~·· · :in the Ess:o Bu\.1din~· . .· -·: . ~- . 
... ·.. --.-

' ·, 
The Kennedy for President .Cornrn:Lt"t .ee ? 

.. 
l> .l • .. ~ •• 

. .. 
t • • 

R. H.= Kennedy for President . : I got· a group . of about · .12 
-:, ,<:.I 

people from Central Ne\IJ York · to come down when ·we started . :: 

·'· 

t~is to have their pictu1-es ~akeh _lJi~h the Senator and t? .. : · · .,- : . .. :·.~ 
gl ve us a good sencl'off. · The ·partlcul ar fear of Steve , Sn.n. th - · ·_ · .... .. 
ttJa s that \V"e might do some thing to ·' ~Jpset _t he established ·· . · 
political order there , as they . we re:. stil:l very ··much .. on .. t.[le 
fence. · They were g6ing . rftr.rlre for a neu tr.al · candidate~- . not 
cornrni tting themselves to . the Kennedy.~_moveme n.t at all . . ._-, 

. . . ) ,.:.·· ; " \ . ' ·. - : ._. . ' .· . 
J.D.: · v!ell~ Crot~y ana O'Connell,~rere for Kehriedy .at that 
time. 

R.H.: Crotty and O' Connell were very outspoken but the · · · 
New York crowd was nmt . . . . . 

J.D.: How 'bout in ' Rochest'er? P.os"n<i~r? -.~ 1 

R.H. ~ 'Bill Posner. That _was ·the· next time I s·aw Senator: 
1\ennedy . He came over there to speak - i n Hoche:;>ter; and I 

.· 

~ . ' 

~1as s tanding do'l'm in the hotel lobby with a couple of my ·· 
c_andidates from Syra cuse; · I w-anted t hem to have thetr pic.- : 
tures taken with Senator Kennedy. -· He was extremel y p opular 
in Central New York and all these , photographers and promi nent 
politicians ~ etc. \vere standi-ng around ond -·I was ·. standing off · 
by myself, by the elevator. I don.' t -~n.:l i1t t ·o horn in· on this 
particular greeting pla n but th~ · Minute he wa lked i n t o the · 

. hotel lobby, he spot ted me as well as this l arge crowd 
NC'Ji t ing to see hj_m Frnd Came . X'lglJ t~ over to f~\ee me .and telJ. 

· i11e hm·! h appy he was to see me a nd hm~r happy he was that · I 
was there. ·(' 
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J.D.: vlho l'>'as the sj:;ate chair•mar{· then? Pendergast? 
·-

R.H.: Pendergast was in the state. Bill Posner t:Jas the · : 
one that l'laS initiating th.i.s ·particLilar movement tn Cen,.. · : 
tra :L He~,r York. Het\fas a s t rong Kennedy · supporter· . a·t ~he; ··· 
time but rather reluctant to make his · views too · 1·rell knm·m. 
Shortly afte r .tha t, Senator l((~nnedy came to S;yracl\se -
University to receive a ,degree and to make · the commencement 
eddres s. We ·were ... . 

r : 
J.D.: This l-~Ould be the spring of '59.? 

H.H . ; This was the ·spring of ' 59· a nd :t went out · to · the 
a.trport · to meet him . T.hey .ali3o h ad a wel~omir'1g commi_ttee 
from the University that was lend by· Harlan Cleveland, . · 
VlhO '\'la S head O.f the Maxwe ll School at · Syracuse and is u· 
presently an As s i sta nt Secretary of State; ---a nd we both 
met him ·there and Harlan Cleveland br·pught us back to the' 
hot el 1r1here there was·a s uite r eserved for the Senator. 
.At ·this point, his ol d financlal habits qame ve ry much · 
into evi dence- -he needed Vi talis • _I ha d to go out and ·· 
buy Vitalis for him and he needed . . . anything he needed 
I was shelling out for; · s o it was rather an. expensive ~·: 
\.,reek-end. I vlaS more or l ess ·.his' ba t 'boy that.''part - . 
icular time. · But I can remember some thing t hat· I thought 
was rather amusing. He· spoke . to Harl a n Cleveland. : They_ 
were having a dinner ·of- about '75 prominent bus ine ssl'Tlan . · . 
for h im that night an_d h~ spoke to Harlan and sa i d Ted. , 
Sorensen didn't accompany me on. thi.s trip·· as Rip Horton is 
here and is able to t ake care of ariy litt le .jobs tha t have · 
to be done, would it be a ll rfght ·· for h im to a t tend the 
dinne r with me tonight? And i-_Harlan kirid of mumbled· as · · _ _. 
thougb he !had a hot potato in hfs mouth, obvi ou s ly wasn 1 t 
too keen on having me horn into t his dinner, . which I 
wasn't trying to dq; ibut Senator Kennedy wa s ,jus t .being '. 
nice about the thing and very reluctantly· said he • gue s~ed 

·. 

it wou.ld be all right. .1\nd as he left the room, . .Sena tor 
"Kennedy ma de some r ema r k : to t he effect -:-where the devil _· · 
does he ge t off being s o high a nd mighty abou t this .head . 
·of t h is MaX!.Nell. School, 'lt·Thy he's lucky' t o earn $7500 ·a year .. 

J.D . ; \vas Clevela nd active in Democra t].c poi j_ tics in 
Syracuse at that t:ime? ,'1 

·. 
,, ·;.· I .. .. . • l "' 

R.H.: ·. Uhe n vre started this Kennedy .for Pre sident -Club up · 
there , we had a very hard t ime ge.tting .support . - thle wa nted· 
to get somebody who was prominent' in the community ·as tve 11 

· as being D Democrat ~ of cour se. I .t elephone d Harla n 
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Clevelpnd~ told him we were goibg t~ ~tart it, ' told hifu 
'!ll e wanted to get prorhinent ci ~izens in :i;t; and·. l .'d be i n t- ........ '. 

erested in arranging, this . mhing ~ w·as going .·to 'be pre- , ·' 
arra nged~ in hAving him made Cha irman :of /chis·, Kennedy· for . ·. · . 

·Pr esident Club. And Harlan Cleveland, ,;·over the .telephone, . :·• 
told me that after all,. many of thes.e ~ candidates such as .· ;·, 

. Ad~a it:!. Stevenson were his good friends,:~.~ and .he 'didn ·' t . . see, ·.···_; ~: 
he couldn.' t see his ~<Jal clear to :head up this particular ·, .-:: 

· ·movement for Senator Kennedy . . No, ·Harlan. Clevelandwas 
most inactive a .s far as our movement··· wa s · concerned.· · 

. ·' .. 
.J.D.: He . probably-\-ras he active in- other Demdcratic 
politics there? · · · · ·· 

. · ·; . 

' 

·, ,.. I 

\ . 

' .. . 
.. ~.. : 

R.H. : · Not particul arly. He 'was· .. rriore ·Jn'cerested in the ·· . . 
interna tiona 1 scene and · keeping ·,- irons in the fire which .. .. ... :.; .' , .; · ·; · 

. . • ,. " . :\ ,.." '.; .. ·' .-.1 ::.t.~ .. •: • 4 \ • • .' •r,' 

J.D.: The to~m and the · Universi ~y were seppra te; .YOU '' know·'·.·<·-.· ..... · .~·;: 
in some towns t'lhere there 's a :trni versi ty, 'Uhi versi ty· pe~ople ' .. :.<.·:; :.~ ··.-: 
are a ll involved and... ..~·.· .:- :·· ·' 

···~ .. , ' . .,. 1\ ) . 

R.H.: Elnbroile~, ' •. ,., .• ,, . .. . • . · •·· ••. . <. ~>\~·;'( 
J.D.: Embroil·ed ·and involved ··in poli tic .. s ;· and .in ·. other~ .;"· . ·· · · ·· ' ' 
there i s a certa in aloofness or ~separ~teness~ ' · 

• .. . • .1' -!•• • 1 _ _:: ·--. 

R.H.: No~ Harlan . Cle.veland. · . .... ·There . t;~;~- soine Un1ver~ity' :<~:\-~~:; ·:.\j_: 
professors up there who were i nterested . . Bradcroff, .. Brad - ·· ~·> '~1 (·.,. .:· 

ford Airplane County Chairman and Board- Chairman; . but Harlan· .:··"t · ·~ ~~. ~:.: _ 
Cleveland conside.red · himself above that ·. \ He.,;: participated ':- :· .· )· · .. ·:-:-'/ .. ~ · 
in no way whatsoever and wouldn '·t lend his . good naJ11e .. to · the ·>~~···. ·;~·::.' 
Kennedy for President movement. , ··. ... .. , ·· · ·' :. ' . ~-. ~· · 

• ,. • J • "-~~· .• •• ..... 7 
• ' ' • • ~ • • ~ • :· : ' • ' • - ">· - • ,, . 'I ; • • ' :'. 

J.D.: .. 'L'Jell, your delegates ·in New Yorl{ ·were , picked :in :a · .·· ,·: ·~ ~· . 
convention, ~"e{i]€m ' t they? They· \IIJ'eren' t . pfclced in . a ·primary? :; 7.~_<: ;. 

• I ' . ' • . ' • ·',, ,'. ' • ' ( ' ': •' • . ~" .. ~. . .. ~ •:; • 

.\. ·· ... ~ .' 

R.H.: .. That's c~rrect, yes . , . ··r~' ..... . , ... ,'.:·~ .. ·:~:~~:::·;·:>;(~; 
J.D.: . vJha t was tl;le next step in your efforts to get some.·- .. :o·. :· .. .. ;, .. ,: · 
delegates? · -· ... · ·/·-~· .. :-' -~ :· ·::: ... 

• /:. ~ 'j· ··.:...... •· ... l 
• . \ • .. •· j-: .' • ~ ~;."' .• ~ 

R. H.: ~ve had our delegates from Ce.ntral New York . lined ' up~ ·, i:., ':~· : :. ·. · 
pre·tty well. The County Chairman . of_Syracuse was~· in favor '· :- . .-···'',,<.:·.·<; 
of it and Harlan Cleveland t-ra·s named as a delegate. · He ·'had : \·:. . 

. to make a sizable contribution .' to the loca l county, organ- ·. '· · 
i za tion and he was committed .to g'o .for President Kennedy _ .. ; ... 
on the first b'allot; . but afte r that. ~ he : was free · .to mal{.~ hi ~ :: · .· · · 

• • • • • l, .·: 
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oNn choice. , ,I 
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' I 

. ·. ·. 
J.D.: · When you say Centra.1.1 New.· Y~rk.; ·cOL1id .. ' that te · as. 'ra'r . · ·. 
west as Auburn? 

I ' .; - "'_ ... < • 

R.H.: Very definitely. 
,a_ ..... 

·' 
••J I 

,; 
' . .. 

J.D.: \.'lould it .go--it didn't ·go over to :·Buffa lo? ·> ·: 
.. ·.. .{ . ... 

• I 

~.~~··; 

f ~:. 
~~-}! 
r;:;' 

~i 

r; 
f. \1. 
l .. · 
~u 
f , ·~ 
t'J , ..... 

:.~· :.·,. r 1 
·.:' •, ' ~ I 

R. H ~: Yes; it went to Buffalo . . 

.J.D.: Oh, itt-rent to Buffalo~ · . ·· ··· · ~ .. ~ :·., . •, . _,., ~ 1 .. 

R .H.: Yes, that w~s Crott;' s terr). tO~y. . . '': :-<;. ;:.':,: .):· r; 
J.D.: Did you go up_ then to the nol"th arid · to ·l'latertowri{. ·, ·.···· .. ,·' · .. .- ·: '·,.:·.~ ~ ·~ 
and... .· .· ., . . · · .: .·.: ... :.·· \·, 1'-( 

R.H.: Yes, we d~d~ This .organization, working closel;:-·~ti·t~~ :·:-. .,}· ·~ ' ... f1 
· ·,. Pete Crotty, t;his Kennedy for ,Presiden·t j· movement ~- 'encom::-. · · · ::· ' · f;':; 

.passed everything· from .Albany r;i..gh t~ . . .... '·· . · · ~ . . ~. · [:. 
' 

. . : ~ ~ ·• • . - ~- ·;· ::- \ t 

.· ~ . ~ r:~ J ~D.: North - as f a r west ... . · ~ ~ • , .. . ~ . h . I 

R.H.: .As far '\!.fest a s Buffalo. Our ·ina in suppoi:·t \\Tas Albapy, 
Syracuse, Rochester, .and Buffalo . . ·Those ·wer e· the four ·key ·. 

: cities i n that particular area. · · ' · · '· · - . ' 
• ~ I • ' 

J.D.: Did the leaders there j_ndi ca'te. th~t ·they·_ thought they · 
would tie streng thening the · local tidcet .Hi th; John _Kennedy? ; , 

~ • • ' r • •• ' ·.-

R. H. : .. Ve ry much', yes' very "rd~ ch s·6~ · ye s->,. Y~u.' see:·· ttp 'in .. ' 
tha t a rea even though religion · shouldD ' t e·nte r ·i nto pol;itics; 
t here·' s a high incidence of' Catholi·c·s t ha t r u.ns ·over@ 5 0%' i·n 
Syracuse. There 's a large Irish ·group, a la x;~ Ita li~n gxocup, ­
a l arge Polish group and those people were ver.y s.trong for · 
Senator Ke nnedy. ·So the politicians t'lere r espondi ng to .the 

. · e lectorate and thotlght t hat ' he . would dd tne .. b_e st job i n 
he l ping the local ca ndidates t'fln 12 lections." · · 

. ' ' 

I . 
J.D . : Quite a few of the ide ntifiable ethnic -group pop-
ulation up the r e is not normaliy Democra tic, too, i sn ' t it? 

R . H.; The rura·l · are.as are hea vily Rep L.tblichtH,'l the ·fal"'m 
group, and they 'vJOu1d be always Re publican ;.: a nd· a nti a ny 
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.De.moc r·a t 1·1hether ft v,ras K~?rin~.:: dy OY.' anybod;y- elEe. Bu t i.n 
the cities whe:re you hud the ethqtc gr oupr;, the;y wer e 

I 

DBm0cratic . 
. - I 

' . . 
J .r}. : 
after 

Di d you see the President again befote the election -· 
that '59 tri p ? 

R . H.: After the convention~ . . 

J .D.: No , I m6an be tween then a nd the nationa l conventibn . 

R.H.: _ ~ No, I didn! t _see him until after t he graduation at 
Syracuse UniversitY\, after the comfnehcement addres_s . I 
spoke to him on the phone ·t1,.,ro or three .. times. ·. Shortl y 
a fter the convention in J uly of 1960, this wo~ld be, .I 
r eceived a telephbne call from him af' ter he had. gotten 
the nomination , asking me to come Hith t he Kennedy group 
a nd partic ipa te in t he elec tion. - He sugges t ed tha t I go 
see the compamy I worked for and get a leave of absence 

.f;rom them, with pay j_f possible, ·he specified, and j_f not, 
tha t somehow the Kennedy crowd , the Democratic party would ., _ 
be able to carry me thr-ough. , So I .. came to New York and 
spoh:e to the company ~ worlced for who gave me . a .leave of 
abs~nce to participate~ without payj ! might say, and .I 
came to 1t!ashington and saw Bobby ·Kenne dy .and Lem cBilting s. 
I ltlas then assigned · to the State of Nebra ska ; I 1vent out · . 
there and t>lorJced for the three 1110nths. 'Ihe President - · 
himself did not come out to t ha t __ are? t o campaign. He 
made one trip out there to ·O.ffut Ai r Force Base in Omaha 
at -v"hich time I did.n It see him. It ttJas meant to be- men­
partisan . It N·as part of his br:iefing on international 
affairS and OUr Capability; SO poii tica 1_ people we x•en_ It 
meant to attend it. · 

J.D . : That was his only visit to iNebra sl\:a during the · 
campaign? 

R.H. : ' During the campaignj he had been there duri'i·lg the 
p-rimary ... 

J ~D.; Ye s. 
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... 
R.H.: ... so he · had bu.ilt up a rqther s'trong organization. 

: ' 

J.D.: You ~·Jeren 1 t at the· c.o~ventibn, Rip? ·i 

. R.H.: No, I didn't g~ o~t to ·the ' convention. , 
. - . . 

•" :0 ,' I 

J.D.: · I·thought I remembered seeing y~ur · na.me dotr,rn as · · 
the coordinator. iD Nebraska. I · guess it. is· from ' a later list .: 

! . 
.~. ' 

·R.H.: From a later list ,YoLi n1u s·t h~ve seen that, Joe &o .. · 
. . 

J.D.:· Who had Nebrasl<a ·at · tfl:e conyenti.on? · 
. • . ·. . 'j '• 

R.H.: Well, there w.as .Bernie Boyle. who wa s the Sta te 
Chairman. 1 · ... · · · 

J.D. :· BLl t you know 't'Ji thin · tl1e·: Kennedy group ... . A:t Los 
Angeles, there was one 'name assigned to e ach .state .. ·. t il{e 
Joe 'rydings was Florida. and Maryland; ·tha.t !. so_rt of.: ._ thing:· 

R. H. : I dori ' t know~ Kennedy . hCJCi won the. primar-y, so he 
had a certain number or · their . ~otes ~ 

. ,· . . . . . . . 

J~D.: Well, · n~w, ,~idfwha~ di'd ~r~u ,?o out/~ --~~b~~stca: · ... 

·-- R.H.: I \\rent out there. Bo_bb·~~ ·-·sent me-: o~'t with a ' suit_:. ··~· . 
case and told me to gb · o_u t . there .. and start a Kennedy f'or 
President Club or a Citizens for .. Kennedy Club. I \'tent· out 
there around the first · of August, I'd 1 say . . No funds, no­
thing. So initially' I . had tt1JO problems; ·one . of funds ·, -
and orie to get a state chairinan for the Kennedy ··· movement~.· 
Bobby referred me to Bel"'nie BoY,JiE! 'l vvho was the. National , 
Committeeman .from Nebraska and, . of -''c·ourse ,' Boyle . who was 
a tough, oldtime, ruthless, h~rd nqsed politi~ian, wa rited' 
no part of this movement. He gave me .: acou'ple· ·or· ·dog _ . 
ca t nhers to head up the Ci ttzens for Kenn~dy ; ·· ahd ' I turned 
them· down and Boyle s a id, "vlelli I c'an a ss .. ure of one :.-: .. · . . 
thing-that if I have my way, your- ca_mpa.ign ·is ·going to 
fall flat on its face. You ' re -· not going . t;o .get money; -', 
_yout·re no~ going · to ge t any support. 11 However, I went . 
to . Hans Jensen ~'lho had headed .up the Citizens for 
Kennedy in Nebraska and Hans. ·. . . · 

J .D.: Befo~e ·the convention? 
... 

! ~ ,· 

; 

R.H.: . Before the convention. P.nd Hans .. ··. took over as 
. I 
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State Chairman. 

' ' 

J.D.: 1'fnere ~ras he from? 

·-
, . .. 

. ! 
R.H.: He was from a little town · outside lof I,.incoli1, 
Nebraska, right out in- th,e rura l _· area ~ He ;;as a_ 
Lu theran. and t.!afiml~c:n·, \'Thich is · a -.large voti ng bl_ock 
that particula r area. 

' r 

J.D.: _ !rv.ro large voting blocks . l,ferG you a b.le to · 
orga ~ize . clubs and' participate'! 

2'7 

in-

R.H .: l-Je organized clubs, yes. · 'rhere ttle r·e ,just: 12 ci t i es 
vrith a population of 20,000 or over t here . _ ' 'rhe two la rgest 
cities _, of course) Nere Lincol n and Omaha . I g ot quite a 
bit of support in Oma ha, g ot .. a l esser deg ree of' _ support tn 
Lincoln~ but we r aised funds. As a ·matter of fact, t he initial 
fund had to be rai sed atmy expe n se . · I inve s ted $1,000 5.n 
these straw hats and went down and sol d them at the State 
Fair for $l _ay1ece , ,.,hich trms twi ce tl1.e · cos t; - and that's the 
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way we got it off the g~ound and .t hen -we naturally, _ a s wbs f~ 
_t rue .of many areas, had to buy e~e~y bi~~f a dvert ibing 
and buttons and brac~lets and PT · pins~·. , · 

J.D.: . i·J"a s Helen. P.bdouch out ther e during t hat? . ---- . . . 

R.H.: He len Adbouch. wen_t vii th Bel~nie · 'toyle ~hen there 
\ 1Ja s a definite break be tween E?rnie and myself : even though 
I tried to hold the Democr~tic p~rty, - ~ha t there ~as or· it; 
with the Ci t:L zens for Kennedy movement . .He len 1\dbouch 

chose t o go with Bernie Boyle . . 

J .• D ._:_ She had li vE;d(. in Nebro_ska, hadn't she ? 

R. H.: She lived in Omaha J yes. Anp t he . tvw group s l··reJ."'e 
cons fantly fighting. Ber·nie t.e J. eph one.~t;Bobby one time_, it 
vms on Labor' Day l'·Jeel<:-end, and sugges t ed that . t hey thi"mv 
::-ae ou t of t he State, because all I was ·doing \va s me 8sing 
things u p. And I -spoke to Bobby_, oh, severa l U .meD during 
the c ampaign_, ami he always sE;cmed in my opinion to be tatcj ns 
Bernie's s:lde in t he argument. At one point;, Be;r•nie went· St> 

far a s l to hold a pr>e sa conference. a nd say that the Ci t :Lzens 
foi ' Kennedy movement was '1-vr eck:i.ng the state, but ... 

' .. . ' : . 

J . D.: 'rl1.ere l·lla s a lady assoGi8 ted with the Citlzens.· I 

;· ... 

,. 
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I .. . . . .. . . 
can recall ... 

~ ' .·· .. '. 

R.H.: 1'/lrs . Jone Stoner .. .··· 1 

J.D.: rJirs . Stoner. They .were cfsked to s ubmit weelcly .. 
reports to the Na tional Ci ti?·e'ns i'or Kennedy-Johnson ,:ln. · · 
the Esso ' Bui l ding in t'/ashing~on;. and the l ast ·i tern on the 
mimeograph shee·t was "any s pe.c:i'al problems?'' .And . M:rs. 
Stoner: who t.·Jrote du t1ful ly every weekJ w'OL-l l d 'list .·under 
any special proble{ns-s till Be rnie ~oyl,e. , , .:. 

. ' r . , : . . 4'o " ' 

R. H.: That's g ood. Yes, Bernie'. wouldn'·t l~t us-(iidh ''t 
· want_us to raise funds . . He said Ne ·were tapp ing his f unds 
but trJ'e had tbe righ t to raise f\tnds,' . too . . He was more in.:. 
ter .ested in the state ti·cket. · VJe were stric-tly interested 
in the . ~andida te for Pres:). dent.~ .: · ' i · ·· 

; . ~ . . . • 
J.D.: 

:., ·• ' ~ . ' ... . :..· "' . -
'r_.;. 11!as the Governor · up? •• ~ •• I' 

R.H.: Frank Morrison was rlmning·, . and our ·· relations with 
Frank "'Jere good . · · ' · ' · ... ~· ·. · . , _ 

..... J • " ..... 

.~ .. · . . ~ . . .. . ·::- . 
J.D.: . was t here a Senator up? 

o:' ! 

.. , 

R.H.: · No _, no Senators tr>Tere .- running that, yea·r:-. J·ust · the · 
{Jongressme n. . . . ~~-: ~ ' 

J.D.: Congressmen? 
·::0 ... .. : r::·· ·.·· . ..: . 

R.H . : 
• ~ ~. , ~J 

Congressmen , the fo'ur Congre ssmen were· running ·. 
... 

J.D.:- • ,·~I '. • . .. ; .. 1. ·· .. : •· . ... ' . The rest of· the state ;ci'cl{et·? · 
' 

~ ·:.~~ ~ • ' I ~: • • ' • • '• • • ..... ';. 
R.H. : Yes, yea . . .. .,. " . ~ 

. . 
J.D. : -· Wee it <fi'el t t ha t the ~)resident's re l igion would be 
a handicap in Nebraska ? · ,. 1 

'" • 

R. H.: . His r e ligion l'la s · tlefi ni te ;J..y a handicap out the re. 

J.D. : .Among the nori-bloc vote? · I •. 

R .H. : Among t he fa~JJ1 bloc. particula r ly . 
·. 

- . 

' ' '• 

y' 

·. ' 

' .· ~ 
f .. 

-~ ·, .. 

J.D.: The non - bilioc. vjhi te .Anglo-Saxon pro testant · vo te? 

. •' . 
I •- • 

: . .. t' 
. '-- ·. 
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-·· ... 
R.H.: The non-bloc. ' They used to have .'~1eetings Jn 
churches. They 1 d a dver tise the se meetings , variou ~ . 
denomi na tions, telling pe ciple to come .to· a ·mass mee t i ng 
~:m why they shoul dn 1 t vote for a · Ca thol:j..c for President ~ 

....... 

'· The . r eligious i ssue wa·s very, ve r y . px•omi.nen t . t here ·. A .. · 
great deal of lite r a ture ~as being mail~d into -the st~ te, .. 
from out-Gf-state someltthere, tal l{ing a bout how the ,Pope ·· 
was going to come to , the White House ; and how. the Knights 
of Columbus v-Tere a s~Gret arme d army :to t a ke over the · 
g overnment. So religion was a very .. pr omine nt fa ctor , bu t 
without the religious issue, S ena tox> Kennedy . couldn ' ~ · 
possibl y have won tha t particular state. It 1 s jus~ too 

( : 

.f' a r g~ne Republican. No Democratic ·candidate ... :. . . · ' • ,l 

J.D.: l!fno ' did cam~a ign the sta te for• t he .Pr esident? Any . 
other member of ' the famiiy, or (:l.i.d · the vice · pre sident ial 
candidat~ campaign in the state ? ' 

' • .a • ~ I :· ~ 

R.H.: Yes, Lyndon J ohnson spent t~1TO ·day s the re. ·. I He was·. 
very well received. He was in both Omah a and Linc oln . .. · 
Bob Kennedy came ou t. He was ,t here - in Omaha, Lincoln and 
tt'lO or three of the sma ller tovms .. ·. He . g o t a very g ood =· 
recepti on , but Ne l a cked crm•rd,s . . ·-Bobby g a ve · me. an e x t i•eme ly 
h a rd t ime as a res ult of it. · I s t ood a t · the · foo t of his · 
be d as he lay and reil axed one eve ni ng befor~ dinner and .he 
sa i d : . "Rip, can you possib l y e xp lain wha t . goes on he r e .t .o · 
me? 11 I had no e xpla nation and I f e lt l J.ke I did when r · 
was a Mucker and the y . were t h roi'Jtng ·me out· of Choate . He 
cha stised me pr e tty , roundly for his Sibli ng. through Nebraska . · 
Th ose we r e t he . . . and Joan KennedY, c ame out ~nd campaigne d . 

J . D.: ... Did you have a socia l type campaign_, teas, and t'ha t 
sort of t h ing v.i i th Joi::m ? 

R.H. : Yes. 

J . D.: Gea r e d to t he l a dies? 

R. H. : ·Yes , tv~ did. t'Je had teas in the pr•incipa l c i tie $ 
a nd some of the smalle r c J t ie s . I ' d g o· a round and t a l k and · 
t'ry . to expl ain why they shou ld vote for Senator Ke nnedy·j bu t . 
his· a ppea l , of cour se _, '!t.ras more to the larg e Eas t ern in..., -
dustria l centers and t his would not . go t n Nebraska. They ' re 
too conservative _, ve ry conservativ~ pe opl e . And I t hink 
Nebra ska, I'm unhappy .to say) ha d the · l arge st Rept.:tblican 
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ma j ority of all fifty etates i n the la ~t election, ~hich 
the President d.idn 1 t l et me forge t ·(~ihen I ~<.It\] h:l.m a f t:er 
the elec1:; ion . 

• • I 
.. . 

J . D. ~ \-J.ha t d.id he say? 

R.H.: I. l·.Jent over there '·ror ·· Dinnclr to · the \t!hite Eot.!se ; 
and he Sc}:i c1 11€: . . ius t couldn ' t U;:rid.t2rstand 11o·~1l C1 Ii'ran·k 
Mor riGon = a De m;crs t; could win ~he ~overnorship •• : · 
! . 

J.D.: 1,~-as Morriso'n CBthollc? 

R.H . : No, Morrison 1 s not a Catholic . 1And how he would 

30 

· o:·1i y ·get some thing like 38% of the vote and Morrison go t 
51% of t he vote. ,And I had a n extremely hard time ex- · 
plaining to t he President beca use actually he was needling 

·· me. •He· ~cnew mt-1ch more than I did·abotJ.t it. · 1 

J.D.: Do you think he really hadn 1 t ·.expected to win and ·he 
Tt!as pulling· your leg; or do you ·t hink h e. was also trying to 
learn from i t maybe? 

. · 

R.H.: He migh t have. bee n. tryi.rig to learn .from it, and I 
pointed oy t that Frank IVIorri son c·ampaigned on an entirely 
different type of a. plat~orm · then .he v\J'as campaigning oh . 

.-.... 
J.D.: Stric tly on s .tate . isstie:=.)'? · ·- .. 

' : 

R.H .·: Strictly on state 'issues_, n~ot hationai· issLies. 

J.D.:-
.· . 

1:Jho vu~s the Republican · cnndidate · for governor? 
.. 

R.H.: I really can 1 t remembe1.; his- r:tame at the present time. 

J.D. : vias he the incumbent, or was ··. he vulnerable on his 
recor9. OI' anything J.jJce that? . D:td l.\1or.r:lson campn lgn ag­
a inst the other no.n 1·S reccr d, ~ometl tin;·~ l i '.cc t~l. t.n c ~ · · 

. - . 

R.H.: The other man· had not--he had · no r~cord. He was an 
extremely heavy drinker and he made ~ ccusations ag~inst ·· 
Frank Morrison as to hi s tie s ~~.•i th labor which in Nebi'aska 
is· not a popular .thing . Hi s ties to the Teamsters, spec­
ifically_, which Franl< ltlas abJ.e to disprove so he made· this 
man out a liar, and Frank was just a good ~ampaigner. 

J.D.: Did he campa·ign sepnrcd .. E:":j from t he nai~i ona l tlcket thr:.>l'~ '? 
' 
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R . H.: Yes, he ·did. He vwuldn't get .too involved v1ith L1S . 

He 1 d capitalize, f or instance, Vfhen Estes Kefa uver came 
there to campaign-then li'rank and I l!JOUld be on the same 
p l atform. But ge nera lly sperJtdng, F'r•ank . W'OLt1d not tie 
himself with the Adminis tration, wi tt,t' the Kennedy _progr•nm . 
at all . ,· -· · ' · 

J.D.: You should hav~ told the President that he· didri't 
c a rry Nebraska because he didn't campn~gn there. 

R.H .: · I think I did tell him that . He said, · ''~'!e,-11,· :after 
all, I vm s ' out there . I made ..• If He had the number . of . 
appea rances that he made thel"~, very spec~fic~lly as ~o . 
number . 

.. i 

J.D. : Before? 
. ,.,··. 

R.H.: P·r.ior ... 

. .J.D.: The qonvention. · 

R.H.: Prior to the conventi'on , yes.· · Tha t's when he 
campaigned for the del egates . .. 

.T.D.: That ' s r cause there was. a pr imary for d.~Iega tes. 
Yes-;-that l!Tas differ~nt . 

R.H.: At · the time; something intel"esting came up~ Bernie 
Boyle had run a picnic for the _President and to mee t all the 
leading Democ ratic politicians ·in the sta te . 

J.D.: Before the convention? 
. ' I 

R . H. : This was· before the conve n-t;ion and having given this 
big picnic at his estate_, he b111ed the President f'or the 
picnic. I thinlc the fig ure was *1600 j a nd I remember Pres­
ident Kennedy never recovered from having - to pay tha t part­
icular bill that Bernie Boyl e seht him. 

J- .D. : T;Jhose ox wc-1s gored ? It was ari ox roas t, ~asn 't i~? 

R .H.: Yes, it T;-Jas an ox roast. Do you reme mber. it, Joe '? 
lvere you there? I don ' t remembe:t' . 

'J . D.: 
~----

lVly :i.mrn•o s g1on j _s that he either 

I 
.. I 
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11'ent to Colorado f rom the ox I'oas t · or werit i o the ox roast 
fro~ Colorado. One or the other . 

R.H.: Yes; vrhe 'teevel" itwas. 

J.D.: No,, ' I 1'11 tell you-our nationa l committee man·wen.t ·to it. 

R.H. : Yea. 
.. 

J.D.: Because Bern:te Boyle was the .Nattona l Committeeman 
from Nebr aska _. a nd :r can remember his tall<:ing about what a 
great occasion it ~.Yas. I ' d guess it ~'las around Sept ember. 

R.H .: That's right1 • . 
' ' 

J.D.: '5·9 ~ something around _i n there~ around fair t i me. 

R.H.: Yes, yes. 
.. 

J.D.: County fair t :Lme. \~ell, w·ere you a ble to sati s fy 
t he President that you hadn 't rea lly been campaigning for 
Ni xon-Lodge? 

R. H;: I don't think he wa~ ever convince d, but f ortunate ly 
Lem ' s record, Lem Billing 's. record ••. . 

J.D.: l·Ja s it 1·.rors~? 
t J • 

R.H .: Ha s much tlforst t han mine. 
t~) 

J .D~ ... No, you had, your state vmnt ,;TOrst .. 

R.H.: My state v..rent wol"st, but he po:lnted out with a good­
dealof humor·, 'I thought, that vlith. apparent d:islJelief', tl1Dt 
e very district th~t fJOor Lem Bi;tlings e ver had fJ:->om 1946 to 
1 ~:60 · I·Jhen h e r an the campDie;n in vJi scons:T. n, Lem had managed 
to l ose everyone ·one and after a ll, all I had done trJas lose . 
one . So Bi llings Nas the horrible exc.nnp le o:f the vvay .no t , to 
Pu.n c ampaigns. 

J.D.: pon't you think qui te possibly tha t · t hey had, after 
a certain point maybe, ·he had insJ.sted that Lem be g iven 
always the most difficult di st~i ct; s o tha t he w6uld -con tinue 
to have some thing to k:i.d hj_m t.Jb OL1t? 
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Where l-.ra s Lem;· Rip? In one of th,e . Da~cota's, trtasn't 

R.H.: No -, Lem was in T:Jisconsin. 

J .D·.: v!isconsin? No, that Nas during the pi-..imal"'Y • . .. 

R.H.: No, that was in ... 

J.D.: In the general, too? ·. 

.R.H.: During t he general, yea. Lem and I used to talk on · 
the pr1one, oh , once or twice a week.. Bobby, h ad given Lem 
instructions to help me· anyway that he cou~d and be·cause 
Lem had been more experienced Jn thj_s ·part~ cLtlar · area but 
not more successful. So Lem and . I used to speak ' and he ~~as 
having h-is problems in Hisconsin; and I I'emember when ·he . 
lost . 1•!isconsin how ba dly he felt -· abou t it. in that the Pr es ­
ident had campaigned out the re during the pr~mary for such 
a long time. 

J.D.: And he mi ght r eally, Lem might r eal ly J;lave tho.ught 
tha t they were going to ·vlfin the re. 

R.H.: He might have, yes. \vell , he 11ciped they· li•TOuld 
. ButJ of course, when you~re tha t ~ close t o .a c~mpaign, 

.. · a lways t hink you have a chance. <. · · ... ' 
' 

J.D.: Eou have to pr you're no gobd . · .. j . 

win : 
you 

R.H.: I had hopes for Nebr aska until I g ot the fi r .st r•eturn s 
from ~ansas ~~d then I realized that. we were ·going :to take an 
av.Jful she llacttng because thos·e two s tates we1.;e so .similar. ·· 

J .D.: Hm·r did you come to get j_n to· t he Kennedy Admini~tra'tion 
af'tei; he vms e _l ec t ed President? 

. -
R.H.: ipJell, after he ~"as. elected Pr•.esident , first · of . all , 
I received a phone call from him; I'd say ·eithe.r on~ or 
two days after the election, thanking me so much for part­
icipating . I h a d gone . home; I hadn 't gone to the Cape as. 
so .mariy people had and just ,. fi}sured · that I had made a con.­
trj_bution . I was hoping that he v1ould ·ask .me to come to ._i 
lflashington, but 'cher·e was never any word o+· me ntion of such 
an arrangement . In other words , I was . dqing it . voluntarily. 
I \•.rent bac t< to \!rork and the n it ttoras ar-ound, · oh, 'che l atter 
part of December, just i n between Chrls t maa a nd Nei"l Years 
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when he was dovm in Palm Beach at the time , I · received 
an othe r ca 11 f 'rom him. He a z keO. me if I would 111-ce to come 
t o ~·!ashington, and I told hi.m I'd ju.a t love to; and he t old ' 
me to malce arrangements to quit my job; and 'I 1 d hear , from 
him .i n the near future. So I quit my job 'and sat ;there \IIJai't- , .. , · 
ing for the phone to ring, not being at al~ sophisticated ~ · t · 

about poli·tics and · not realizing he :was slightly more 
lnterested in t he cabinet and jobs of th~t nature than he 
was in his old pa l Rip. And I sat around . for a·bO'ut a m~.nth .· . 
unti l they were ready to forecJ. ose ·ori thf~ mortgag e . on my 
house; and- I then gdt a call from s Paul Corbin who had ·. · · 
heard about my predicament and whom · I · knew.' ·" He had beei1 ·· 
in Syr?cuse running the Kennedy campai .. g n, telling me to .. 
come right do"ttm to 'lrJa shington that I was going · into the 
Defense Departmen t·' It's not that the President de lib-· . 
era~ely forgot me; but he just had so many things on 'his' ... ', •, 
mi~ and ··after a·l l I think i t vms · reall y up to me to take ; 
the initiative and come down a·nd '.see what he wanted. And 
I was first assigned to the Department of . the ·Army down here, , 
and., oh, I hadn 1 t been here for more:· than· two or three weeks '. 
then I got my first ~elephone call from the vfuj_te ·House •. 
Lem Billings v..ra s in tm,m, to c.ome down, over ·t here for . dinne r . 
I can remember how hervous I was · walking! :tn to the vJhi te · 
House and realizing that I was going to 'meet ·the President 
and the big problem in my mind wa's what 1do ·.I call him. Do ' 
I ca ll him ':Mr . President II or do I call hi'rn "Jack rr . I was 
sort of wamting in a little television room that they ·have 
on the second floor, and he came i .n and just said '1hi Rip " 
just as normally as he would have down at Choate or Prince-
ton or· a ny-1.,here; . and instinctively I said "hi Jack " . .I · 
continued to call him Jack possibly oh several times after 
that; .but soon shifted as he gret.o,r -into the jQ,b more and 
became more the President. I .. . -

J . D. : He assumed a new personality to you ..• 

R.·H. : Yes . 

J.D.: . . . and you looked at him • .• 

R.H.: Very definitely. 

. .. ,, 
' ... ·'' 

J.D.: .. . as the President in a ddition t o bej;J.ilg your old. 
friend. 

. J 

R.H .: Ye s , an old f r:tend, very de finitely . At first, : it. 
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He s a toss-up bet,•!een : fm ·old friend and ~resident; bu t 
as. time t·.:rent b;}' > he just grevT in ·stature somehmv. He seemed 
to grm·1 bigger, and as he grew bigger I · dropped the 11ht 
Js.ck :· business; and it was always Mr. President. 

J . D . ·: You and he and Lem .had some ren'tinisc:Lng about · oJ.d . t;j_me s·? 

R.H. : Yes. .. i. 
! 

J.D.: At that dinner, particularly, I was thing ab~ut it 
as 1>1ell as generally'. ' · 

R . H . : A-~ that parti cular evening? Yes_, he had a gr•eat 
f'Jair for bringing people into convex•sations. He'd tall{ 
to .me about 'l'lhat I was doing over in the .Pentagon. And 
I can remember · him asking v.rhat I was nmtd.ng ·and at that point .• 
they r .... rere ·creating a job for me over hel"'e; an~ I t hinl<: the 
sala ry was going to be about $14,000 a year; and as I .sayJ 
he was a very loyal friend . He said well, I want .you to make 
more money than that a nd he ' teJ.ephor:ied ·Ralph Dungan that ·veJ:y 
fi rst e vening and said I ·want Rip to mf'l l-ce at least $16Jooo 
a year . And .·· the next' day, · eve r·ybody frcm the Secretary of 
t he · Army to Ralph Dungan was trying to reach me to apologize 
fer paying me $14JOOO a year; and it l-Tas . all a big mistake, 
but the President definitely felt that ~ wa s worth $16~000 
a year to t he Administration. But to me tha t is .Just an 
exampl e of h i s thoughtfulness to old friends and friende. 
who had been ·loyal to l1im through the year·s; but his ,J.oyal ty 
w~s a very outstanding thing. But we talKed aboue many ' 
subjects there at the various ' ti.mes I 1·'rent to the 'lnfhi te ·House 
for dinner . · I can r emembe r before ·the . - after the · cuban 
crisis ~ I was there alone, which wa s probably the ~ost en ­
.jo;}'able evening I had l'Jith him . Char·lie Bartlett was due to 
c ome but c ouldn 't ma l<:e it. And ~·Te vo.rent down to see a movie· 
in t he projection. room . c1o~·m :in the basement; · :;;md t he. 
Presi dent j ust ki.dd .i.ng1y. Daid to me . . "Hlp_, i f you trrere me .• 
\.·;hat wou ld you do n1Jout Cub<J? " And .· I p r emJ.me i"t i>VEi S vel'~/ 
n,uch on his mind a t th.:Jt stage, thi :::- ~ms three or four months 
a fter ~1e Bay of Pigs; and I justi offhand said, because I 
rlidn't have the l east idea what to do a bout Cuba, to turn it 
over to the Catholic- Chur·ch and l et lbhem ha ndle it. They're 
a ll Cathol:J.cs dovm t here anyhm'l and don't worry about the 
p lace. He ,just laughed_; he didn 1 t pay too much attention 
to me. · 

:[.D.: Did he seem bun'lened sho:etJ.y sfter the: -· - the first time 
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you v1ent over '~ there~· to dinneJ:>, it 11-ra~ . · just, oh, 'j_ts . 
prcba bly not more tha n a month .after· he ' came into of fic e ? 

R.H.: It t'ras probably sometime 

J.D.: Was he quieter or was he 
i1'0Cha nge_? 

1n Garly .March that · I ! went~ 
,. f) 

more garr)!.' l ous or \loJa·s therq 
·; " 

'. 

R . H. : J ust. cha_tty, joking, a littJ..e corrtpared ·with .. later .· , 
times, a little more inclined to talk more .about probl ems. 
As time w~nt on, he became more QUiet . in the ' prese nce of 
people who wer·en' t actLlal l y concer ned ... in those particular 
problems . But he was very easy. I ·can· reraember after 
dinner, there was also Steve and Jean Smi th there; ·r w~s 
amazed he said he felt like . a waik, artd .we suddenly walked 

· out .the f;r>ont door of the vJhite House,, . down· to. the .. gates 
on Pennsylvania Avenue and all the Secri t .service.men were 
running around; :Lights were flashing, providing· protection 
for him; and he just walked right out of the :gates and we 

.vJaJ.ked all around the v!hi te Hot..t se ., tne tota l :.'distance' of 
the hlhi te House .· And Pe opl e stood -there j_n . a rna zemeht ~o · 
suddenly see the President t a kj_ng a wa l k at that tinl..G of 
the evening-it was about eight· o'clock . He didn ' t have · 
too high a regard for his safety · outsi~e~ 

-I 
,, 

J .D.: Then later on as the months went' by, you say .grad- · 
ually he seemed to talk less about Presidentia l bus1ness whe n 
he was w·i th friends. ·· . · . ' --

. . . 

R. H. : Yes, that ., s right . 
.~ ·. 

~ ,. ·. ' "' 

:,~ 

J.D.: .. . old friends and mor e about what? . h!hat wou1d · he 
talk about instead ? ' 

" 

R.H.: He ' d li s ten. a little mor e. Ge nex•a l ly, he had pe·ople 
there .. who we:('e ;Light anq would ;joke. People lil<e J;;em Bill­
ings when I v1a s there · or Jim Reed of Treasury or Re d Fay; · 
and he'd be inclined to listen. He ' d lead the conversation, ·. 
but he ' d lj_sten. I remembe'r one incident that · I h adn't 
thought of for quite. a l-'lhi l e. IJ:'he President-at that· tinie ·, 
unfortunately, my marrj_age \'.fasn' t doing too we ll; · and there 
v'las . t a lk of a divorce, and he v.ya s · awa r e of' . it;· and he spoke 
to me about it. And he said, well._, Rip , · isn't ·the re anyway 
you could patch it up? Couldn ' t yo~ and Jane possibly g o 
off t ogether for a wee l< s omevoThere or take a trip, or do s ome-' . 
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thing to try to · bri ng it together 9gain, and I probably 
answered to the effect I di dn't think there ~as m~ch point 1 

to it; it just wasn't workfng, th:.;lt's all: · .A.nd 11e'_ made a .. l· 
remark that how happy he was with ~;Jackie and _how · they .w·ere 
getting along better then than they ever had; and he al~o 
mentioned one o:r ti-w other friends of his who were · having . 
maEital diffi c ulties at that particular time and how hopeless 
their situation seemed to be. But his marriage, ·at that 
point, se~med ;:i_ to be a very h;:1ppy · one. Also, I could see . 
h_is complete l ove and devotiol1 for .little 1Carol ine. ·. John ­
John '\l.ras just R baby at the time,_ too ·ymmg, but irlh,enever I 
was there, _ Carolin~ would a l ways come in. to ' say goqd riight 
to him_, and they wpuld ta l k for quite ' a . while;· and !le would . 
play with her and tease her a . little . . She w,as yery' much in 
hi53 thoug hts. But the ~·n1i te House· for somebody w~ th his · 
desire to do things, to : mov~, - almost seemed like a ·prison. 
I asked him one t ime; I suggested -that .IT:im Reed. had · a 
lovely house in Maryland and I said couldn ' t you pqssib l y _ 
get out of her~ some eveni ng; and we .couid all go ove~ to 
Jim's house and -have a party .the1.;e, just to breaj< ·· m ray from 
this prison. And he said he didn ' t ' know of any secret . 
exits from the p l ace. There was no ttlaY he cc;H:ild get ou t oillf . 
it without t he Secret Service follow~ng him whereever -he 
went. tVhen he would no sooner pull up to somebody'~; .·house, 
the Secret Service would be . there; the li~hts would ~tart 
flashing, and then hi·s . presence _ wou l d .be we l l knov.Jn . · .. ' : 

He was interested in what I was doing in the Depart ­
ment of Defense. I remember one evening I was thel"e and be 
v-Ias ttJ.en involved in the AID program, trying t o blJ.ild that 
up. And , of course, .his big problem was getting ~apable 
people to come to t-Ta.shington, · who did have a sensE!. of de- : 
ication and t:1ho wanted to do something for the country .and 
the adminj. strat:J.on, not nece f~sarily for him. · And .he ·sug ­
gested .. that I might be interested in taking over one of ~he 
J\ID jobs i n South America; an administrator of the program; 
and he mentioned Bolivia. I pointed ou t .that I was~ ~t that 
pofunt, working exclusive ly in the civil rights area, and he, 
a ·fter thinking it over, said, well, that' s probably our most 
serious domestic problem that we are fac e d with. · · :I rate it 
with any problem that we have .in the world t oday, the top ~wo 
or three problems; a nd we decided then and the re that I wouilld 
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stay in the civil rights field: even thbugh I had no prior 
e;-:perie :.1Ce in .it. He had. rather a minute knovJ'ledge of the 
area and· of the vaiOL.lS proble:rn area s. At one poi nt . 'he· 
s udde nty a sl{ed me; \<Te had had 'a good deal of proble: lS wi t h · 
Ingalls Ship Building Compa ny in .Pascagoula., lVlissis .ii.ppt, 
and ou t of a cle ar blue sky. he sa id to me . . . ., : 

. . ' 

J.D. : Hhat ' s ·the name of t11a t eompany? 
! 

R.ti.: Inga lls. 

J.D. : Yes, yes, I l{nml/'. 

R.H.:· I n Pascag oula ... out of' a clear . blue sky he s 3.id to 
me, Ri p, can't we \do something At Ing.a-ll's Shi p Ya:rj? : .. 
Can't we do something for the Negroes . . down the re, g ~t them 

·be tter jobs? And we h ad .jus t rnade ·quite a fe~r~ .tire a Cthroughs 
down there in all the skill ed trades; and I was ab11 ~ to point 
that out to him that t-..re were making headv.my'. Tt was slow; l t 
was laborious, but we were ma king he.adway. · .Bu t he :1a d a· feel 
for civil rights. · I can remember so well ori~day, · we.were .· 
swi mming in the poolJ_a t the hfhi te House~ 'and I happened to :· 
mention to him · that J!.tersey J'oe via lcott ;···who had ·been a g rea t 
Negro heavyweight boxer was lo()king for a· j ob wi th' the· .federa l · 
government; that he was making s omething like ·· $60-65 a week · .· 
in Jersey City . . I said hmJ · t erri.bly diffi cu it t it wa s to . 
place this man . becau~e u~fortunateli he had gamb l irg . 
connections; and tha~ in the Department of Defense is a n . 
unpardonable sin . So Senator; I mean President Kennedy said 
to me well~ don't you r ea l ize these p6or people whc had no · 

, where to go either in the pas t h ad to turn to gambJing 
conne .. ctions OI' in too many c a ses communism because there 
t-11a s no area open to them to g o to. · He h ad a g reat sense of 
empathy; a great sense of compassion , ·I'.d cal l ft ,- for the 
Negroes and their pr·oblem . · · 

J.D .: v,1hen you say~ you said earl ier t hat .you thoLght that 
John Kennedy v1ould end up as a ~1ri ter ~ t ha t that 's where· he · · 
ha d quite a bit of interest in his e~rlier days. J guess · · 
you! weren't surpri sed that he would end ub with .such quality 
i n his public addresses, public statements . 

·R.H . : That's correct, but even the , quali ty 
me who fe 1 t that he t'..rould go i n t o writing . 
he excelled to receive a Puli t~er prize ?nd 
of his addr esses , t he ar~ce with wh~ch they 
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of it surpr;t!!\ed 
The very fact t hat 
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from t hen the Vice President ,Johnson on qown and oddly l --~-­
enough in November of 1963 I had \ITri tten a -letter · to the : 
President asking him to speak in December of that year. bu,t · :,. 
of course his death ... broke .tha t. · ' · -::- · 

J.D.: I'm sure he 1-'TOUld have' come. Sol''ensen spoke •' • . B9b .• ·• 
Kennedy. i. · 

-*· ~·. . .\·· , .I .. ·~· l, : 

. · . - I .. , 

R.H.: Ted Sorensorl spoke; Byr;on'·· V>Jhite s poke , · Bobby Kenne dy , 
Lyndon Johnson, Udall, Hubert Humphrey, · Car~ Albert. . They . 
i...rere to 11 strong Adminis tration people that .v1e got "yhere · _and . 
their purpose was to explain . thei:i:> programs to us ·· and then . 
we 'd c- t tempt to ge,t · those ' programs through_. . . . · 

! '· . . 

J.D . : The 'members g ot to knovJ"! . ~omeort'e . in other Departments 
lfrho wa s associated with the President 's program .... . 

. : . ~ 

'; . 

R.H. : That's right, yes. Tha_t ·· ·was -·ve r y -he l pf ul-. · Pol itic s "-'. 
being what 1 t is in v1ashington; you ofte n time s ·had to ask 
people in various· De partments f'or ·f a vors whether i t 's to r 
try to steer a contract into a · close Cdngr es s iona l District 
or whethe r it.' s to ge t somebody 'pla ced .wh om we m'>Te a politica l 
debt to . So vve were ab l e i!o · use this refe rr'a l system be t ween 
Departments to help talce care -of politica l , stri·c t ly poli t i ca l _, 
oblige t i ons .. It was a politi c a l group. Preside n t · Ke nne dy 
wa s aware of t his groupo ·as a ma t te r -of - f a ct . . He and I 
h a d di s cussed i ,t . one time. He, I th~i nk the l ast t ime I saw 
him vra s a ~'le ek••end I s pent at Ca mp Da vid with him and ~vaen 
we f lew ba ck i n the helicop t e r , 'wa s talking about the g roup; 
9nd a_s I got of f the p l a ne , he said g ood- bye t o me ; a nd I 
can r·emember ve ry clearly t ha t h e sa i d , "1,/e l l, Rip ~ ·ho~J 
many t hroats are the Ne\'J Froritiei' CJ.ub go:tng _to ~ ll t ·t oday ?- " 

J.D. : Ab out h ow l ong before h is death was tha t? 
I 

R .H . : I ' d s a y it wa s t he summer -~~ 196~ . 

J .D . : There was usua lly s omeone from the White House at 
y our -meetings , N'8Sn 1 t the.r e? 

R . H . : He had Dick 
' !)./ 

Don()hue wh o Has on t h e \'!hi te _House staff 
t here a nd Chuck Da 1.;~r ~ both attended. 

• .I 

J" .D. : 1:!he n you we n t w:L th t h e Prer.dde nt t b Cnrnp Dav i d , di d 

.• 
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' ' yo~ talk about old times? 

R. H.: ':rhat particul nr wee lf..-end I .was there _, J'im Reed y,ras 
't-here, Lem Billings, Te d Kennedy e:md j-oan; and we made a 
tour of the battiliefield. 

. ' 
J.D.: G~ttysburg? 

R.H.: Gettysburg, yes; and then 
1
ive talked but I'd. say the 

President spent a g r eat share of 1the time talking to Ted; and 
I can rem_ember . Joan Kennedy saying h ol'.r ha ppy she w~ s that Ted. 
was there and how much she enj6yed haVing the President 
speak to Ted about ~ariou.s bills that Were coming before the 
Senate_, how happy i t made her seem. 

; . I 

J.D.: Ted was then a Senator ? 

R.H.: OhJ yesJ Ted was a Senator . That wa s in '63. The 
summer of 1963 . 

. " 1 ·' 

J.D.: Di d the 'President indicate c;my no'sta.fg j_a·- that h~ 
Hou ld want to sv-.1a p places with ·Teddy? · · 

R.H.: No, he didn't. He ha~ , ~ t that _point , in ~Y opinion , 
had grown into t he presidency. I can r emember Jim Reed and 
I t a l king to him and asking him how he felt the ·e l e ction 
would ~o coming thi s fall of _ 164; and he. felt quite c o~fident . . 
Hi~ feeling was that. if times remain good he'd win without 
too much trouble. I don 1 t know ~iho he felt a t the time hi s 
opponent would be . I . slightly f eel that he thought it might 
be Sena t or Barry Gol dNater; but.I 'm sure of t hat. That was 
just.? feeling on my part from li s teni ng to him. Bu~ he \'·Tas 

' fully t he Pre s i dent at t ha t stage and he v·va s defj_nitely r1rr . 
President to all of us_, the outsiders .l ike Jim .Re.ed and m;y:self J 

as c l ose we had 'been to him. He came :'lr.ri th us when ~.re t'Vent 
down to ha ve a shoot aga inst the Secre t Service - shooting those 
l i ttl~ birds they shoot out of blinds with shot guns; and he 
·watched that but after that, 'he 'went back to' the . house_, his 
house, and he ,read and he rested and then we ' d see him at 
dinner and the tall{ tt;as very general. After ·.dinner., there 
was a movie , and he had s obered somewhat ·I ' d say, but he trias 
sti~l the .warm persona l ity that he bad always been . but he 
just didn't display this warmness as much beca use he had too 
mu ch on his mind , ~ that 1 s all. 

J.D.: Did he trap shoot at all, ever ? I • 
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R.H. = No, he didn!t shoot that day with ·us. Ted and ·. 
myself) Jim Reed and Lem went against these four Secre t 
Service guys. 

J.D.: And you wonJ 6r :course. 
•' ,· 

... 

R.H.: The Secret Service guys ~~Jon, but their shooting ., I'd 
like to bdd, was almost as poor as ours was. I think out of 
eight shots they might have hit three birds; and we hit · two 
and the Presiden~ got quite a kick ·out of that, that the y 
weren't doing _too :t<Jell as sho()te_rsj but as they ·pointed, out 
their particular forte was pistols. · ·· . :·' 

'· . 
J.D.: It 1 s aui te different·; all together di'fferent. . That 1 s 
duck hunting, training, huh? 1!Jhere the bi]:.ds come out pretty , 
fast." 1 

R.H.: Yea., oh, it's impossible. I didn·'t hi·t · one the whole 
time I was· thexe. But that was ·the last timEi I saw the .. 
President, was that particular . .week-end. He was the President · 
then. · ' 

J .. D.: You'll miss him. OK ~ip? ... 

R.H . : Joe) thank 
.. 

you. 
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