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Papers of John F. Kennedy 

Presidential Recordings 

Dictabelts 

Dictabelt 14A 

March 9, 1963 

Conversation #1: President Kennedy and Harold Hughes 

[Continued from Dictabelt 13A, Conversation #2] 

Gov. Hughes: I haven't told anybody I was calling you. I don't want any publicity on it at all. 
It is just a matter between you and I, and the man's attorney knows that I am 
calling and that's all. 

President: Right. Okay. Good, Governor. I'll talk to you Monday or Tuesday, but it's 
your feeling that we ought to commute him to life? 

Gov. Hughes: My personal feeling is that you ought to commute his sentence to life. I would 
greatly appreciate it if it could be done, but it is your judgment to make, I 
know. 

President: Right, okay, Governor, I'll call you. 

Gov. Hughes: Thanks a lot. 

President: Thank you, I am glad to talk to you. How are you doing otherwise? 

Gov. Hughes: Oh, I've got a million problems here in Iowa, but 1 really think things are 
looking fairly good out here as far as your own position is concerned. 

President: I must say, you were, you and Frank Morrisson, I don't know how you did it. 
Having some experience with Iowa, uh, I couldn't believe it when I saw the 
results of that election. 

Gov. Hughes: I have got a real battle, but I think we can make progress here. I would like to 
talk to you about it sometime later, and see what we think we can do next year 
here. 
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President: Good, Governor, thanks a lot, and I will be in touch with you. 
 

Gov. Hughes: Thanks a lot. 




