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Conversation #2: President Kennedy and Dean Rusk 

Sec. Rusk: --------- including some of our close allies like the Greeks. The Greeks went 
along with us last time, but they say that they just can't do it again. 

President: Yeah. 

Sec. Rusk: Uh . . . I would recommend that we, uh, as far as you are concerned, uh, the 
White House is concerned, you let the State Department simply take this one. 
We will not change our own view, but we won't force a vote of the sort that 
would give us a big defeat. Uh . . . and then if it comes up later, you can say, if 
you are questioned in a press conference, that we, uh . . . that the State 
Department was faced with this situation and made a judgment as how best to 
handle it. 

President: How will we indicate our opposition? 

Sec. Rusk: Well, this would, uh . . . this would, uh . . . be made perhaps in the course of 
comments in the general committee . . . in the committee. 

President: There won't be a roll call, you mean. 

Sec. Rusk: It probably won't come to a roll call vote. But we can speak in the credentials 
committee. 

President: I see. 

Sec. Rusk: Uh . . . But a . . . 

President: I think we probably ought to be on the record against it. And you say if we 
asked for a vote, we'd be beaten. 
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Sec. Rusk: There is no question we will be beaten this year, or this time. And this is 
chiefly because there have been enough changes in Hungary . . . 

President: Yeah. 

Sec. Rusk: . . . so that the, uh . . . 

President: Well, I would like to be able, uh . . . just for our own protection, to indicate 
our opposition. 

Sec. Rusk: Right, right, well, we will, uh . . . we will find a way to record it. 

President: Well, maybe, it's, uh . . . I think White could say it at the right time or some 
way up there. 

Sec. Rusk: Right. 

President: Ok. 

Sec. Rusk: Thank you. 




