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Dictabelt 4D 

Note for Researcher 

No Kennedy Library Transcript was prepared for Dictabelt number 4D.1 
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[September 1962] 

Dictabelt 4D 

[Sound of phone ringing, from inside the system.] 

Item 4D2 

Lincoln1

Voice: I have Congressman Macdonald for the president. In Malden. 

: Hello? 

 [pause] 

JFK: Hello. Hello? 

Macdonald2

JFK: How're you doing? 

: Hello, Mr. President. 

Macdonald: Oh, all right. How are you? 

JFK: Where are you? Up at York? 

Macdonald: Oh, no. No, I'm in Maiden, Jack. 

JFK: Oh, I see. 

Macdonald: Yeah. 

JFK: Listen. Bill was down here this weekend. I didn't know whether you'd be able 
to come down. And I'd get Sam Atkinson. 

Macdonald: Well, not until the first of the week. 

JFK: Oh, you can't? 

Macdonald: No. 

                                                 
1 Evelyn Lincoln 
2 Torbert H. Macdonald 
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JFK: You can't get away [from?/up?] there tomorrow? 

Macdonald: No. 

JFK: Oh. OK. 

Macdonald: How long is he going . . . 

JFK: Well, he's gotta go back to, uh, work tomorrow night late. What d'ya got 
tomorrow? 

Macdonald: Well, uh, you know, it's been a full week. 

JFK: I know. Oh, I know you've had . . . I agree with that. 

Macdonald: And, uh, . . . 

JFK: You have to speak tomorrow? 

Macdonald: Yeah. 

JFK: Oh. 

Macdonald: And, uh, . . . They've sent some stuff up for me that has been postponed, uh, 
during the week you know. 

JFK: Yeah. Yeah. 

Macdonald: And so . . . I'd love to, uh, . . . not until, uh, . . . What time is, uh, he going 
back? 

JFK: Well, he'll probably go back . . . I don't know. You know, in time to get there 
at class Monday morning. But I didn't know whether you could sort of arrange 
your schedule, because it seems to me this is going to be one of those things 
that you wouldn't wanta miss. 

Macdonald: I'd certainly . . . I'd certainly try to do it, uh, . . . 

JFK: Well, why don't you check on it and then give me a call in the morning? 

Macdonald: All right. I will. 
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JFK: Will you be home in the morning? 

Macdonald: Yes. 

JFK: Well, I . . . my judgment would be . . . based on long years of, uh, . . . Bill's 
been down here today. I just talked to him. And my judgment would be that  
it . . . it's worth the trip. 

Macdonald: Well, it's worth the trip if I can do the trip. 

JFK: Yeah, but, well, you have to make a judgment about whether these trips are 
worthwhile or those speeches are worthwhile. 

Macdonald: Well, it's . . . 

JFK: OK. 

Macdonald: It isn't just that, Mr. President. . . . 

JFK: I understand. Oh, I understand. But I just wanted to be sure that, uh, you knew 
about it. 

Macdonald: The spirit is willing, and of course . . .  

JFK: OK. I know. 

Macdonald: I think this will be [nice?]. 

JFK: OK. Well, in any case . . . 

Macdonald: You really want me to call you tomorrow? 

JFK: Well, no. But I think it would be worth doing. 

Macdonald: Well, how about in the afternoon or night tomorrow? 

JFK: Yeah. Can you come down tomorrow? 

Macdonald: Well, uh, late afternoon, maybe. Yes. 

JFK: You mean, when you get finished? 
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Macdonald: Well, I figure that I could get out of here by about four, five o'clock in the 
afternoon . . . 

JFK: Yeah. That's fine. Good. 

Macdonald: All right. 

JFK: OK. I'll call you. I'll give you a call in the morning. You can get ahold of Bill 
Atkinson. 

Macdonald: All right. 

JFK: OK. Bye now. 




