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Dictabelt 27B 

October 12, 1963, 10:45 a.m. 

Conversation #2: President Kennedy and Prime Minister Lester Pearson 

[Note: Virtually all of Pearson's remarks are totally inaudible.

P. M. Pearson: Good morning. 

] 

President: Prime Minister, how are you? 

P. M. Pearson: Well, the sky is blue up here, but the political landscape is a little stormy. 

President: Well, I read your discussion and I am sorry that we got into, uh, I know Bill 
Wirtz is sorry if any embarrassment they caused. 

P. M. Pearson: If you have a minute, I will tell you the background, and then see what we can 
do to calm this all down. We passed our bill last night in the House of 
Commons around midnight by almost unanimous vote, and that doesn't 
actually put it in the courts, it has to go through the Senate, and it will be three 
or four days before it is called. [This part is so weak it was inaudible] 

President: You know, I talked to Bill Wirtz just this morning and last night. He said that 
the AFL-CIO were prepared to have a Canadian be the third. But the didn't 
want to agree to it publicly in advance. 

P. M. Pearson: I know that, but if we were [again inaudible]. 

President: Well, I just read Meany's statement this morning and I said to Bill Wirtz's that 
I thought that last sentence could have been, uh. 

P. M. Pearson: Well, that was the only part that [again inaudible]. 

President: As I say, I would have rewritten it if I had seen it. 
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P. M. Pearson: I am sure you would have. Now in the light of his statement and now that has 
been passed by the House of Commons, if his invitation and his . . . results in 
further trouble, we will be in one helluva mess, because he has practically 
invited the unions on the American side to have nothing to do with it. [again 
inaudible] 

President: Well, he is not worth anything. The difficulty, of course, is this fellow Hall, 
uh. Meany has to deliver Hall and you know . . . 




