FOREWORD

Transcript Warning:

All written transcripts are imperfect abstracts of spoken conversation. Variations in sound quality and in
the aural acuity of listeners can and do produce wide variations in what is heard. Even though transcripts
may be prepared at great effort and with great care, many points of ambiguity are inevitable, and
erroneous interpretations from transcripts are always possible. Therefore, to ensure full confidence in any
and all quotations from the presidential recordings, users are strongly urged to check all transcript
renditions against the actual tape recordings before publication.

Copyright:

The donors assigned copyright that they might have in the recordings to the United States; however,
copyright of the donors does not extend beyond statements uttered by John F. Kennedy, his minor
children, and the donors themselves. Statements uttered by officials of the United States government in
the course of their duties are considered to be in the public domain. Users of this material are cautioned,
however, that not all persons recorded were members of the Kennedy family or government officials. A
number of the people recorded were, at the time of recording, private citizens. Therefore, those intending
to quote from this material beyond the accepted limits of fair use are cautioned to determine the copyright
implications of any intended publication.

Punctuation:

The following conventions are used throughout the transcripts:

*okok To indicate a pause in the recording while the speaker listens to the person speaking at the
other end of the telephone. Used when only one side of a telephone conversation is recorded.

[ 7] When the transcriber is not certain of what is said on the recording.

To indicate a sentence which the speaker trails off without completing it.
When a speaker is interrupted before a sentence is completed.

To indicate the speaker's emphasis.

[ ] Used to enclose editorial comments of the transcriber such as /Meeting appears to be
breaking up/ or /Several speakers speak at once and none of the words are intelligible./

Names:

The first time a name is mentioned, the full name is provided whenever it is known. “JFK” and “RFK”
are used for President Kennedy and Robert Kennedy, respectively. When the identity of a speaker is
unknown, “Speaker?” is used; when the identification of a speaker is uncertain, a question mark follows
the name. The heading of each transcript gives the names of all participants listed in the President's
Appointment Books as scheduled to attend the meeting.

Preparation:

These electronic documents were created from transcripts available in the audiovisual research room in
the John F. Kennedy Library. The transcripts were scanned using optical character recognition and the
resulting text files were proofread against the original transcripts. Some formatting changes were made.
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Conversation #3: President Kennedy and Orville Freeman

and

Dictabelt 19C

Conversation #1: President Kennedy and Orville Freeman

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

May 22, 1963, 12:15 p.m.
Hello.
Yes, sir, Mr. President.
Orville.
You came through, | thought, very well in that press conference.

Well, I notice that [Karl] Mundt's put out a statement sugges . . . You know,
you heard that [ ] Wilson question and I notice all the Republicans now
are, uh, they suddenly got an agricultural program of their own and we are not
going to punish the farmer. But that's going to be their line. We got to think of
how to contend with that. Uh . . . | don't know what this supply management,
uh, what their thing would cost, but | think that's what their line's going to be.
I know I got a letter from some Congressman saying that they are introducing
some bill dealing with voluntary whatever it is. But, of course, that's so
expensive, | guess, isn't it?

Well, it's all very, very expensive, and I, uh ... my ... uh...think the only
way we can start quibbling about these . . . we are already analyzing what's
been introduced and are lining people on the Hill up to hit back hard at this.



President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

What are the proposals? What do they amount to, uh, Mundt's and whatever
the one Wilson asked me about?

Well, they amount basically to, well, to the so-called crop land adjustment
program, which involves taking a 100 million acres out of production ad
infinitum and a cost of about a billion dollars a year more.

Yeah.

They don't really take this seriously. None of them take this seriously. They
would apply the . . . the wheat program that we have, uh . . . uh this year,
which is a very modest one, but because it got into effect late, which would be
extremely expensive, uh, the same as the feed grain program. The Congress
simply isn't and the people that we rely on in cities simply aren't going to
support such a program.

Well, the Republicans may get behind some program which they would
support it almost unanimously. 'Cause then that would be the Republican bill,
wouldn't it?

That would be a Republican bill, but you see it isn't going to, uh, in my

best . . . we have got to watch these bills and go after them. But they just don't
have the . . . I think the bills, uh, each one of them can be exposed if they are
on their merits. And the solid position I think instead of getting involved in a
picking contest on this, that, or the other, is to say just directly that the school
of thought has won an election to have a free market to see what it is going to
produce.

Yeah, yeah.

They are entitled to it now and they have earned it. That puts the monkey on
their back and we don't have to quibble about it.

That they get the free market.
They got the goddam thing.

Now, somebody wrote me and said that farm income in certain was the lowest
it has been since '39. Would that be wheat?

Farm income in what?



President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

Sec. Freeman:

President:

[Interruption] Hello. Uh . . . wait a minute now . . . it says, “l submit, three
months of this year stood at the lowest for any first quarter since '39. That's in
comparison to the . . .”

This is parity for prices unrelated to net income.
Yeah.

It is a relation between the cost of what you buy . . .
Yeah.

....and what you sell. And it is only one of a measuring criteria. It has gone
up since then . . . since this figure was cited some.

Yeah.

But the net income figures as you cited them on [Begin Dictabelt 19C,
Conversation #3] television are absolutely accurate. And farm income is
higher. And net farm income, particularly because there are fewer farms, is
substantially higher than it has been. And wheat farmers are the best off of
any farmers in the country.

Yeah, yeah.

And that is one of the reasons why this was a bitch to have to go to an
election.

Yeah. That's right.
But it was another one of those things that, uh . . .

We got to get our public relations so that for the next week or so, when they
keep saying that we are punishing the farmers now and we ought to get a good
bill by. We got to have a slogan saying, uh, you know . . . thisis . . . we got to
get a good way of getting our story out.

Right, and this is what we are working on.

O.K.



Sec. Freeman: To the victor goes the spoils, and | think that they won the election, now they
are entitled to it. We will keep pounding at it.

President: If there is any new bill it just would be farmers have choosen, uh, right, O.K.,
fine, Orville.

Sec. Freeman: 0.K., thanks. O.K.
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Dictabelt 19C

Conversation #2: President Kennedy and George Aiken

President:

Sen. Aiken:

President:

Sen. Aiken:

President:

Sen. Aiken:

President:

Sen. Aiken:

President:

Sen. Aiken:

President:

May 22, 1963, 5:15 p.m.
George.
uh. .. Jack.

How are you? Listen, | want to thank you for your help on the coffee thing.
Everybody tells me we wouldn't have gotten by if it hadn't been for you.

Well . . . [laughs].

Would have been an awful blow if we had failed.

Well, I felt like it was in trouble and we had to do something about it.
Yeah, yeah.

I was working up here and then u-turned [Everett] Dirksen . .. uh ... got him
on the right track. Of course, it had been held, uh . . .

Oh, God, Jesus, those coffee countries. We got enough trouble in Latin
America. That was fine. Thank you very much. Good, George.

Thank you for calling.

O.K. Bye, bye.
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Conversation #3: President Kennedy and Roswell Gilpatric

President:

Sec. Gilpatric:

President:

Sec. Gilpatric:

President:

Sec. Gilpatric:

President:

May 22, 1963, 5:30 p.m.

-------- I understood this fellow that you've got over there now is not as good
as Norm Paul in liaison with the Congress.

Well, we didn't, uh, we thought [David E.] Dave McGiffert was pretty good. |
see Roland Evans says that he isn't.

Oh, I see, that may be it. Stew [Stewart Alsop] may have told me from that,
don't you think? Does he a . . .

Well, Stew has done a lot of talking. | don't know where Roland Evans got all
that story from today. But | know that Stew who keeps calling me about this
whole thing.

Yea, he is very exercised about it. But it is a rather difficult problem because
you don't have anybody particularly who can take your place and the other
hand to pass over. [Paul] Nitze . . .isa... Inany case, we can talk to Bob
[McNamara] about it again when he comes down, though when he left, he
was still going ahead with Paul [Nitze]. In my opinion, we ought to, uh, if we
are going that way, we ought to go because otherwise it just builds up.

I think so. I do think one thing, Mr. President, and that is we ought to get
somebody else over here in public affairs. Bob has got to have somebody who
is going to be helpful to him than [Arthur] Sylvester is, or else somebody in
addition. I was wondering about Bill Atwood. Is there any chance we could
use him when he gets back?

What about, uh, you think this fellow in liaison with the Congress is any good.
You think he is, do you?



Sec. Gilpatric:

President:

Sec. Gilpatric:

President:

I think he is. | have talked to a lot of Congressmen about him and | haven't
found any second thoughts about him. But maybe Larry, uh.

Why don't you check, uh, 1 will have Larry check on that. | don't know
whether Atwood would take the job, uh, Sylvester's job. Well, I hadn't even
thought of that. Good, okay, | will check into that.

Alright, I will see you tomorrow, | am going up with you.

Righto, fine.
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Conversation #4: President Kennedy and George Meany

President:

Mr. Meany:

President:

Mr. Meany:

President:

Mr. Meany:

President:

Mr. Meany:

May 22, 1963, 5:35 p.m.
Hello.
Hello.

Listen, Mr. [George] Meany, | wanted to thank you for your help in that
Canadian thing.

Well, we didn't get anywhere yet. We are working at it.
Good, fine. Well . . .its.. ..

We had a meeting with them today for about one hour and half. And I hope
that we can get something, but up to now we haven't been able to break
through.

Well, | appreciate your working on it. Right, thank you.

Thank you very much for calling.





