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July 24, 1963 

Dictabelt 23B, Item 23B6 

JFK: Hello.  

Rusk:1

JFK: Yes, Dean.  

 Yeah, Mr. President. 

Rusk: Ah . . .   

JFK: How was it up there? 

Rusk:     Well, uh, one or two surprises. Uh, uh, Chairman Russell2 was, uh, much 
more friendly to the, to this than I had expected him to be. He referred to the 
enormous support in the country and think it would be a great thing if this 
thing should prove to be workable. Um, but I did in that committee run into 
the hardcore of Goldwater,3 Thurmond,4 uh, Jackson5 and Cannon.6

JFK: You mean technical questions? 

 Uh, and 
they were, they were pretty, uh, penetrating and I didn't, I don't think I did as 
good a job on them. 

Rusk: Yes, and about our need for further testing and things on the super megaton 
and all that kind of thing. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Rusk: But, uh, Case,7 Saltonstall, 8 Inouye9

JFK: Yeah. 

 and two or three others indicated they 
would support, so, uh . . . 

                                                 
1 Dean Rusk, secretary of state. 
2 Richard B. Russell, senator from Georgia. 
3 Barry Goldwater, senator from Arizona. 
4 Strom Thurman, senator from South Carolina. 
5 Henry M. Jackson, senator from Washington. 
6 Howard W. Cannon, senator from Nevada. 
7 Clifford P. Case, senator from New Jersey. 
8 Leverett Staltonstall, senator from Massachusetts. 
9 Daniel K. Inouye, senator from Hawaii. 
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Rusk: . . . I think this was the, where the center of resistance is likely to be. 

JFK: That's right. Yeah. 

Rusk: But, uh, but, uh . . . 

JFK: What about . . . 10

 

 

                                                 
10 Continued on Belt 23C, Item 23C1. 




