


2 

August 6, 1963 

Dictabelt 25A, Item 25A5 

JFK:          . . . better qualified whites.  

Desautels:1

JFK: Uh, well, I thought it was Tennessee that. . . .  Where'd it first come out of? 

    Yes, sir, in Philadelphia. 

Desautels: Philadelphia, I believe they were gon-, supposed to conduct a, uh, hearing, a 
field hearing. Go up to Philadelphia and look into the situation. 

JFK: Yeah, well, I think somebody also oughta gather together some of those 
figures and show relatively how few Negroes hold high level jobs in the 
government. Do they have any case of where Negroes were given preference? 

Desautels:    I don't know. That's, that's what they're supposed to investigate. I can check 
with John Macy2

JFK: Yeah, but I think, uh, we oughta sort of watch it 'cause it could be mean if it, 
uh, got out of hand. 

 and, uh, people at the Post Office, Mr. President. 

Desautels: Yes, sir. 

JFK: I think if we go to show, you know, what the discrimination problem is and 
what we're trying to do about it in a reasonable way and not let them pick on 
one or two cases of where some Negro got a job where he shouldn't have 
gotten it. There is really [words unintelligible] . . . 

Desautels: I think the first item on their schedule, they're supposed to conduct a field 
hearing in the Philadelphia situation which, you know, Congressman Nix3 has 
been having a problem with Mr. Moore4 of NAACP5

JFK:         Yeah. 

 up there.  

                                                 
1 Claude Decautels. 
2 John W. Macy, Jr. 
3 Robert N. C. Nix, congressman from Pennsylvania. 
4 Cecil B. Moore. 
5 National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 



3 

Desautels: And I think they're supposed to go up there, I believe it was originally 
scheduled for Thursday of this week to go up and have a field hearing into the 
Philadelphia situation. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Desautels:    But I'll check the story of last night and, um, and then contact the people at 
Post Office and the Civil Service Commission. 

JFK: Yeah, okay, fine. 

Desautels: Fine. Bye, Mr. President. Fine. 




