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By Denijis O'Brien 
~~~ . 

For the John F. Kennedy Oral History Program 
of the K~nnedy Library 

O'BRIEN: 

NOLTING: 

• 

'I; . 
.... , ~ · 

'·\; 
h· 

Well, I think in terms of your appointment, 
.:.b'o. 
:;._ 

I'd like to go·-.tback to the time. . . . 

[Interruptio~ f~At the time that you were ap-
, . 

pointed ambassador, was there any special 
... 

understanding ~hat you reached with the .. 
... 

~ecretary or tp~ President in regard to the 

p·eculiar and sP,~e cial situation in Vietnam? 

Yes,.· there wer~~ two things that I recall par-

ticularly. 
I , 

On~· was that the mission had to 
'.'~

' ··" 
' · be--and this: was the President Is own view--

f .. 
a unified m~ssi~n with the ambassador in over-

·· \~ 
·1o. . .. 

all control ·anu~ authority · and having overall 
.; ~ .. 

. responsibili
1

,ty .:1 And this was particularly. 
(~ . .J, 

t .. 
· necessary because, as you know, almost every 

,I 

• ,i 
v.. 
·;.:. 
.. , ... 
··!! 
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''~ l~r· 
·~ . .. 

t :1 
' • ''') 

department and · ag~ncy of government deal-
.'..: 

ing with foreign ~ffairs was there, not I 
only the Depar~me&.t of Statef but t .he Depart- ~ 
ment of Defense/.\ tb'.~ough the military advisers I 

~ ~ ! 

and . the mili t a~y ~~up ply outfit, , the U · ,? . AJD [ IJ;c i\ <-~ -P~ r I 
(,\SON\ .p.._- fty{h.~. 1:1 1..'fdL~encc.. .-r:;:.c.•"J.J /'. () .Lcf .P 11<0 7'-l~'-' ·. I 

called thenQt_frkM·~ ~'.~he CIA, USIA. And it _,'!!as . r>~~~r-·~: ,.~J 
: , Cv,..;,\;). s~:,tJ..c Of!"a.1·i~" K; ~s i~J /\ [u, .... ~J. SftJ_.u_, Ii\f."(W<>--f>:tr" J ! 

a mission that ha~; to be pulled together to hJ_yv1'1 f 

work as a . ~am. ~is was understood from the I 
beginning. It was. reinforced later on at the r 
~ \) Ct\ied'(L:j.'IJ~is-1.~-·~ 0.,.._.,,\Ml'->.-~) Vi'.c..i r<C\.l.'1\ J i 

time ~as :cr~:atedj which elevated the mil- I'. 

itary into a sub-~egional command with a 
. · 1 1~ · [Ga,.:r_,t:J t 

four-:star , general~ 1J}Y good friend/\ Paul Hc.-."'~~~ t 
I • I 

took the command. ~:: It pecame even more nee- f 
·~ f .. 

. ·1, 

essary that there ::be a close working rela-

tionship and a complete understanding through-
. "' ... 

out the mission~and in· certain cases a ques
., 'i 

tion of .. whose ultfmate responsibility it was. . " . . ,. .. 
That was one point~. This was not only clear-

1y understood f'~ront the . beginningf but was . \,. 

' ~ 

reinforced as tim~\went on by President .. "';,.:; . 

Kennedy. 11' The·.· ~th~~ point ~ wa.s a less 
... ·J 

important one, but~it's one that concerns 
. ~· ...; ... 
• t,\.. 

'" t ·· 
-~ 

. ·~· 
l , 

">.~ ... 

I 
r 

f. ,, 
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. ~!-. 

'· 

·,:.' 
me. And that: wa~ . the duration of my mission 

·'-
. ~ \ H. 

over there.· .r r~member a talk with Dean Rusk 

in which I sa.id :~/.\·looking down the road . •, ) 
~ . 1., ' 

about two years -1rom the time I was to go~ 
) 

which was in Apr.~i or May11 1961/.\ that all four 
) ) 

of our childr~n ~iould have to be back in the 
•, 

'·' 
United ; States in:;·scho.ol or college. We had 

. " 
;, 

four daughter~~ ~?d I :didn't want to have them 

compietely cut off from all family life for 
. i, ' '!-

tod long a period. 
>. 

Two of them were already 
~ -.... 

in college. The~:Younger two were with us iri 

Saigon/\ going to S.chool there. And I said that 
. ) . X .. 

I hoped that things .would go well enough and 
. -~ .. 

that we could brlng the situation alon&1and 
. ' I . : :~: ) 

" asked Dean whether or not the two-year tour 
~. I\ .. 

of duty seemed t~ him about right. And my 

recollection df ~his--and, it is important in . .. 
view of some -~hi4~gs that I heardZie said/ 

.later on~;~~s,'. t¥s seemrquite satisfactory.". 
h . 

In fact, he lauglied and said, "Perhaps the 
'i:--
> .. 

way things are. go'ing, we 1 11 be lucky if we . "'- . . 
',~- h 

have a mission t~~re . for six montlfs. 11 

Well, in. 
I. 

l 
. i~ • ' • • ~ii.. -

,' 

\ · 

.. :i 

L 
-~ .. ~ 
)(" . 

•.:. 
' 1.: 
~- . 

" ...... 
~·.. . 
; .. 
·~- -

~- . c: ~ " :'' · " · ·*~' !<l'.t.RfuHl<lh .*¥1FM4DlNiii a~ ;au ecz . ; s:!I • 
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·~ ·; 
• .. 
to:>_ 

·· - ·~ 

"!! 
-J~ . 

" 

31 
-~ 

so that ·this understanding was in my -- ~( 

mind later 9n ~hen I had the opportunity to--
~ ~ 

~ ··!;} 

• , . when I felt the need. In about eighteen 
"· 

.:~\. g.--
months from .•the time I went to--...:~ no, it 

~ . I\ 
' was almost two.:::years from the time I went to 
' .;. 

call attent~on to tnis, it seemed to have 

been·; forgotten~;:in the Department. And when 

I said: {and ,thi:s was before the outbre8:k of 
I ;~ . . • )I. lJ)!u'.Jv 

the Buddhist' agitation, at a period 
1/\~things 

seemed to b~ g~ing very well indeed~~~i~ed 
.: ~ 
~ 

about the desi:riability of finding a successor 
I J. 

and making a quiet transition without any 
u 

ch~ge ' in poli~~Jf ;'here was word coming 

back, 11wei1,' yo:h stay there. 11 In 
cf. 

effect, ¢ 11We 
.~ .. 

don 1 t want to h,.~ar anything more about this." 

~And I felt the :'.~eed to remind them of the 

previous . agree~ntJ;~e reasons for it
1 

which 
. . 

were strictl;y- p_~rsonal. The reason I insist 

• on mentioning tp~s, the reason I do mention 

this one;;., is tha; later onf I was told by a 
) ~ 

number of people in ·congress that I had been 
... 

somewhat. accused of .leaving when the going 
. t,:, 

"· 
got rough. .And·i~ this really burned me up. 

.:\ 

\ . · ~~ 

·, 
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NOLTING: 

O'BRIEN: 

NOLTING: 

• 

0 1 BRIEN: 

NOLTING: 

-· ·· _ .. . _. -.._,, ,_,.,,..,,.__,- _ 

' ·.. ~ .. .. ·•·. 
'" - ~: . 
... ·1 

f,i; 

Who made thosf! accusations? Do you recall? 
' · 

I was told--Ii~e never been sure--that the 
l - ~ .. 

Secretary of ~.tate implied this1nean Rusk, 
._ ./.\ 

I •1, .' ) 

in testifying:7-tefore Congressional committees. 
·-·- . 

i i { . 

And some of tl:j.e members who later told me 

about it -~raised the question as to why 

I ha4. been .puihed out. .And);lor this reason 

~ that ·I rrl:~ntion this..!as a prior under-
1 

standing reached -lis.-J back in early 1961. 

Right. No~J /efore you went over there, did 
. . 'i. ·r°'-i.., i 

you have any q!ief~conversations . or anything . _\ ;_ . 1 
that stands' oui to memory in the way of things 

" 
of thB.t nat.~r~:.lbriefings that were particular-

ly relevant ru-i:ct important to you in getting an 
.· y~ or- 9' 

understanding ·:fild a grasp /\W the si tuation-9"? 
·1.. 

or/\on the other hand1.1may not have been, may 
::;:. ) .. ) 

have been m~slkading~ 
I .; ~::. 

r. 
I think the sif.ty-four dollar question which .. 
was debated in·~~ the task force which I mention-

' .. 
ed earlier in trhe interview a couple of years 

wl~ W¥.J ~kr ?1~ 
ago--~our y~ar~ ago it was . 

.)(.;,~ . CV I .... , . 

~~- •Itf s been some time. 
/] . . 

o-l 9' ·r· 
The princip~ thing was whether or not the 

/I.' ~:·- . 

. 
I 

~---
'.;: 

I\ 

·, 

-··~,~~,.--~~------------------ ---
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·' ' ~.(-.. 
-~ " ... 

·.·• 
'··· 
• .. ~ . 

··;.: · 
-~~ 

independence · or;·-south Vietnam was support-. ....:·· 

able through th~[N~e Di~Diem government, 
--, -~ -

which was, a's you know, the duly elected 
L 

constituttonal g~ve rnment that we had been 
-.t <fl 

suppo~:ing sine~ 1954. There had been a lot 
·" ... 

of questions . ra~sed about this in previous 
·. ' 

I \.;' 

administrations•f There was a certain lack 
' of ·understandirit:f, I .think , between the Amer-
;. 

" 
ican mission an~. the government of South 

, .. _ 

" Vietnam from · thEf. beginning . There 1 d always 

been this division of opinion on the American 

side as to wheth~r President Diem and his 

way of running tne government was going to 
\ ;· 

be ultimately suiccessfull.I and therefore, wheth-
, ;.: . ) 

er we should ·'~trY.j to support the country through 
•• I .• ~ .. 

that government. ; There had been attacks on ... 
•.1· 

him in our press'.~ before. There had been at-
. I. 

"' '\.. 

tacks on his brothers, particularly Ngo Dinh 

• Nhu and his wif~:; Madame Nhu. q; And the ques-
··-

tion was~ real~y '~- is this a viable thing and 

should the Un;L te·9 States continue to support 
\.: 

South Vietnam. tpiough the only available ve-.. 
" 

hie le/,\ which was ;the government of South Vietnam. 
. ) . . 

·~ 

- .. ... , ... 
' ·· ' · 



) . 

• 

. " 

;~ 3~ 
·- -"'k 
'· 

·\ ,' 

I went to Saigon with a completely open mind 
5,,./.< vl. f c.~ 

on this mina-: ... c, The conclusions of the task 
I\ .. , .. 

force were a ~ery definite yes, that this was , .. 
• f°j.L 

a viable situaiion and we should continue to 
· ~ I\, 

support South :Vietnam through its elected 

cons ti tutionaJ'.;; government~ namely.,, the 
. ..· . ) 

Diem 
I ,. . IS ()/ . 

gove;:r;;runent-: Bht, .as
11
l;t the case with 

be)~ anyone :..Q__. 
/\ 

·'-
\ \ \ l 

new, one wants~; to find out by getting to know 
. •-

a person and g?tting to know his philosophy 
, :,,.. 

. ~~ 

· and his way of:;·~ doing things, his character.I,\ 
:> 

and that of : hi.~~ principal assistants. .And 0r-
so I spent . ~ 

out there on 

lot of time when I first got 
1, 

this. 'fl .And I came out 'with what 
(" 

;. 
I ·felt was a f:r-_esh conclusion: that this was \ .... . v I\ 

~ ~/,. . 
an extremely aQle and didicated man, working 

J /\ 

"· in a very difficult situation, subject to a 
' ,,_._ 

great deal ~f ~just criticism, having weak-

nesses, of cou!~e, as all of us do. But/a 
.:\.. ,. 

person of real 'integrity, whose philosophy 
if. . . 

. l i._~. 

I could agree wlith and I felt the American 
\ . ~ ·: . 

people could a~~ee . with and would agree with~ 
:t'doing his besi, working his head off, inep~ 

.... . ·· ·' ... ~~· I 
'• . 



O'BRIEN: 

... ,_ ,, 

. · ... 
in the handlin& of public relations and 

"' 
particularly American public relations, 

'• 

but terribly c~bcerned to try to bridge the 
" " 

gap between :th~.: mores and customs and tradi-
;,_. 
· .. 

tions of his' own people and those of the 
I I~ 

West, 
I J...' . ' 

trying t~i.~ put together the best parts 
~·) 

of bo,t ,h and .dro~ off the other partsJ and very 

much concerned :&ith the deeper, philosophical 
~.~ 

'i: 
problems of go~.~rnm~nt as well as with the 

question of su;~ival against the Viet Cong 
, \ ~{; 

and the attacks"· that they were mounting on 

him.~ so:r'r ~ould say~in answer to your ques-
~; ) 

tiori--I 1 ve gone:;:a little · far afield on this--
.\., 

the sixty_.four dollar question was: is this 
• .. .. 

a viable, susta+nable thing through this 

government? .An~ my conclusion to it was com--,, 
.- .~ .... 

plete~y in accord with the task force--which 
~i-

i ~ - .. 

cons ti tute.d pret.ty much my briefing, which wa·s 
' t 

very short, i'ndeed, but rather intensive. 
• l 

conclusion was :v$s • 
. ;. 

My 

-. 

Well, in regard ~to that task· force, Roswell · L 

. ·;:· :, . Nol.:fl NG; .LU""-fd~~·~ 0f8 
~T ~J~ S-

Gilpatric was t4~ chairman of it.A. NowAthe RIE / 

fact that he 1 s f ,pom Defense cause any friction 
-~ '· 

.· 

·~. 

-~~: 
i:,_ 

·.~ 
··t .. 
~~ ... , 
'i, " 

.!{!' .. . 
'"' .~{;,. , 

\; 
I ~~, .. 

. _,,,_ 
.II; 

"· "· i: ___ ____ ··-
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NOLTING: 

I. . 
~. 

~-... 
,(: • 

with the St~te2 Department? 

\ . 
No, it was a ppzzle to me from the beginning 

I t.-
whyl.\ in this '• situation which was more poli ti-

1 ~ 
\ I. 

cal and econonu.c and social than it was mil-..• 
·1, 

itary at that .time-:--it was a puzzle .to me 
" i.. 

why the task f~'rce was chaired by the DeputyY ... 
Secretary of Defense rather than by, let's 

. • :.1 

say~ the 1lilder~ecretary of State. It was a 
) .,. c--

puzzle to me w~y the State Department~~ 
J ·l; 

I I ' 
-/1iui.o"f \out my tour ~ of ·~ duty out there, abdicated as 

0 . I. 
t 

much as it did :·~t o the Department of Defense. 

Bob~oberyicN~ara was in Vietnam or met With· 
: . t;,..· 

us in Honolulu .... every month for two years. 
~ ..; 
I'• . 

Dean Rusk neve~:· set foot in the place nor in 
"!).. <fl" 

Honolulu. to 1taJr.k about this. W1).en I wanted 
.,. · 

to talk to the~State Department about it, 
,.,_ . 

aside from t'elegrams, which were daily, I 
. "J.• 

came back to. W~shington, and then sometimes 
. dt . ~.v . 

• had some diffi~~lty~getting the attention of 
•. 

the Secretary 6'f' State, who at that time 

seemed 

is not 

altogether concerned. 
' 'I ... ... 

. ;, . . 

quite a~:~urate, but to 
·i-,, 

I'm sure this 

merit appeared 

that his maj,or f'ocu? of interes·t was East-West 
. '°· . .. \ ·:.- . 

J.. • 

\ .. ~. 
I 

\ ·.:: 
·~/ I 

. :• . . ... 
I . ~ -. 
•· (!:: 

I \::· I 

.:~~ :: .,. .. 
:\ .. 
'\ .· 

ii. 
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O'BRIEN: 
' 

NOLTING: 

O'BRIEN: 

NOLTING: 

O'BRIEN: 

NOLTING: 

" "· ·-.... 
· .. ": 
l· 

·., , -.. . 
•(' ;. 
:{. 

)._ 

;._ 

relations, namely U.S.-Russian affairs, and 
' · 

this was auite a~side issue. so :r-it is true - ~ .. .. 
' that the Defense~Department stepped into the 

breach, even tho¥gh I ' think it's fair to say 
I l..u . 

that McNamara.' realized, himself; that it was 

not principally ~: military situation/~t was 
l ... 

principally a political, psychological, social, 
. . ·i·:. 

economic struggl~. 
·~-

Are people in the: Department at this point 
"h~ 

saying ,that Viet~~ is a military problem, 
,..._ 

from, let 1 s say ~bout 196l~rather than a 
I 

~-
political one? ~ 

, .• 
You me art ' dur~1g -e-his. .,. 

I. 

Did you iever run ~across that feeling at all? 

No. I think peopRe in the Department of 

State--you mean if the State pepartment~what 
) 

are they . saying? .. 
:~~ 

Right. ·~ .. . 

.r think they r¢cogtiize that it was a polit-
-~.. . 
~ 

ical problem. ,fil12 I must say, everytime this 
. . .. 

I. 

came up, in te;bms ~'. of ·small or large questions 
. ~~ 

about ultimate · ~ re~ponsibility in the task 
" ·-· " ; · 

force that we'd formed up there, in the 
' I 
~~ . 

... , 
··!! 

.. .. 

·, 

-.,,,...,, ..,............,..,.__,,,, _,,...,~""''6""'"'...,i. !,..,!~ ""'· · · """""""Jl""'llS"'"·MD""!J"".""""'- '""'""'"'"'""-""""" ... '"""'-------------------------- · · ··· - - ·- . ... , ... 
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O'BRIEN: 

" 

•• 1.~ 

'• 

.. \. 
; I. 0,....-

various sub-g.toupings of that task force)- -
:- 9-

who would chai:r them?-- ;.fe got backing that 
· ~ 

it should be a political officer. This wasn't 
' • · 

universally t~~ case, but,,rgem~rally speaking. 
~i'" 

And we had :ve'fy good cooperation on this score 
k 

in the missio~ in Saigon~where the military . 
. .. ) 

as ~ell as ·:th~ cri and ·all the rest realized 
>1<, 

·•· 
that this is ~he way it should be since the 

problem was pe,rhaps three-quarters political. 

Well1 then, , Yo~_;.r instructions when you go out 
. ~L; ' 

there are bas.~cally the instructions that the 
. . . .. , 

task force will agree on~that you referred 
. . , .,· I 

,.-./ I : . 

to in11 your in~tructions in your preyious in
NoL.1J NT:9· ; '/E..5- 0 1 BR.1fJJ : 

terview. /I .And -~;that' s basically it, from what 
'· ..9-

the task force determines. What:· .. ··-~ how do 
' ·· 

you feel abou~ · that task force? Do you feel 
···ll 

that they had ~people that were the most know-
I ·~ ·-. ledgeable on Vietnam and Southeast Asia on .. 

• the. task fore~:? A little e~rlier ,r r asked 
i'. 

you about bri~fing. Is there any--as you 
:(. 

. I ~: . . 

look at Wa$hirtgton from the perspective of 
' \ '. 

.i 

being ther~ in 1961, then going .out to the 
..... 
::J.: .. . ... 
'• 
:; 

.... . . ,,, 
·: 1. 

· -"
~ ... 
" 

,_ 
" .,.. . 

. i • 

.. , 

-, 



NOLTING: 

'. : 

• 1. 

C( 
field//\ vfhose 

) I " 

\. 

·1 , 

" ,_ 

~-\,, 
\;,. 

··-

~pvice and insights do you 
... 

find when you get out therel.'. that you got .. . ) 

back in Was~ing~tonl.'. are most helpful? 
\ ·~ ) . 

Is 

there anyone ~particular that ·you. 
~ 

Well, let me s~y that the comp19sition of the 
"' 

task force seerr{¢d to me to be good. They 
• , f<I> 

were :knowledgeci:}Jle. · One person I learned a 
.· t"f.JJ)•"'-"- G.J . 

lot from was, Ed~ Lansdale~ he sat in on it. 

I wasn 1 t there '\yery long; . it seems to me it 
. . ,;_ /\ 

was about two vkeks~ maybe two and a half 
···- . . \ I n . 

weeks. · I'd · ju~t come from NATO (North 

Atlantic Tre.at~~. Organization) in Paris. But 
. .· A ~ 

I thought th~ p~ople were knowledgeable. When 
C/ 

I got out · there.:;~ the Office of Farl Eastern 

Affairs in t;he '$tate Department gave me good ., 

and helpful .. support .and advice. ~alter ~cConaughy 
), 

was then Assist'Wlt Secretary of State for 
. '• \ · ~- . ' O-

Far1Eas tern .Aff~irs1 and he . was~very level-
. . ' ~}. 

• headed,I tho\lght, person and very good. Um, .. ·-
. others--Bill·

1 

cotby was the CIA man out there. 

.. - . 
-. 

' 
' 

' - . 

o\., 

"· 

t f 1 - . 1• • . ' 

I 't_.., 

· ~ · .. 
. .. ,l . · · ~.oL· .. 

' .. ... 
-: ... ~ 
''·· ... . :~~ -

! ! 
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see who else. · '\r 1 11 probably strike this out 

of the recor:d, · ~~ut . Joe ( Josep0Mendenhall 

was head of :·:the~; political section .andAlwhen I 
y \ , ,: ' ') 

q-v-l (l./ . " .~, . 

. got /'up there, a'.~ ting Chief of Mission/.\ because 
0 · . ) 

' • ~1 

the Deputy was ('-away on leave/.\ and he was shortly 
.:. :, ) 

thereafte~ trari'sferred. And Joe had rather the 
·~ ·,. 

oppo~ite pofnt -~pf view--and I'm sure quite 
. . .. 

sincerely held ~:it--about the via1hility and .._ 
· · ·.~ 

the effec ti ven~:ss of the Diem government. 

And, I must ' sa~, I was exposed to a lot of 
" '-

Joe 1 s very fr~ views on this when I got out 

'" there. And, as I s .ay, I tried to "look into it 
1!--

myself, . on my b':wn10 and came up with the oppos
t: ) 

ite conclusion~·- So that after a period of 
. t '· 

transition, ·'r b_enefited a lot from Joe's 
I '." . 

:-: 
advice and ~o~~edge of .the country, but he 

. ~~ 

was ultimatelyi.transferred out. 
1 ~ . 

'" Well, when you ;~et 'there, there's a number 

of things. . . ~ . What do you find in the way 
' I. 

of the viabili~~y of the South Vietnamese 

government '? o~ course' 
. . \~ 9 

being impacted\bY/\ t!l§:-.,. 

. I 

. ·1 

. '"" ) .. 
"'·· ... 

'~ ··-1, . 
~ . 

.. 
.. (. , 

at this point, they're 

particularly~the · assault 
) 

- _r. ,. *"""'· St<QtC, <.• ; ~ · . ? .{2-h!()i\1<;J.<k·t;·:..M .St)fiiffl4S.$ .Wt;s.SQ4;;::::; .c &¥ :ZJA . $1JMS>n.n_ o 
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NOLTING: 

• 

··I:• ... 
on the local Dfficials and everything that's 

• · [--'11-A L:-·'j J 
taking place bn the part of the VC. Has the 

.I t . A 
"'1 

morale and t~~ integrity of the government in 
\ . 

1961 been 'pre.tty effectively decimated? 
' tc 

No, I didn't ;think so. I tllought the morale 
l.. 

" 
was extraordi§arily high. But one of the things 

tha.t · I rec .all;! very much in the briefing period 
I. 

was the figure of .2400 officials of the gov-.,. 

" · ernment wh9 hf.-d been murdered or kidnapped in 
'-

the provinces .t in the preceding year, the year 
~·Ii. 

before we got:'.:: there, 1960. These were not 
. C>· . 

counting ..... _....- .. ~ :.·. these were civilians.. These 
. . I\ . ' · 

.•• 
were people re.'.presenting the government _in ag-

riculture or highway construction or school 
. l . ~}... 

e,9· :', . 
superintendants or medical work or tax col-

~ ~ . . . 

lee tors. And ;>:it was. a surprisingly large num-
·'· \I H 

· ber .. to have b~\en done away with by the Viet 

Cong. And "th:Ls was one of the figures that 
·"· 1, 

showed the· in(ensity, the revival of the in-

tensity of Vid,~ Cong terrorist activities.'R In 

spite of · t]l.at ~loss, ther-eZe<rie people~unteer- . 
: ~~ 

"· ing for these :;jobs; there was a special train-
). I\ 

ing school :wh:L.~h - the United States had financed 
.. \ 't 
.. 

I 
i ... 

'I~ · 

' 
"· I ' :-: ,, ' "':.• 

~-I 

!-" 1'. 
·~:~ 

I t.:· I 

-·.~ . .-: 
t.- ;, . 
X .. 
" 'o:.. · 
;, 

.. 



I '. 

• I t ~ .- • 

', ~:·. • " ~: ~., ~ •r • 

. •" . ... ~ 

• : I~ .. • 

' • C•t-"• •' ~ 

I . , 
l~.(' 

' n ,• 

... 
« I . l.:·I ( 'J/ . 
I :.' ' "'' 5- • through the U.S.

1 
A~D , turning out young peo-

" I. 

ple, highly motivatce d, to go into the provinces 
.: .. 

. I t°"- . 
. on government as:sigriment. The school was over-.. 

I " . 

subscribed, as I r~~ all, had more applicants ... ' 

. ' ·i' ~,.... 

than they could acc'.omodate. And I visited it 
I , /\ , 

l.. 

a number of times, ~talked. to the young people 
I.. 

Y"· 
studying :.there,: found it highly motivated and/\ 

. . : ! I 

I tho~ghtp very ~oo~~ so /' the morale was pr~ty 
high. The medium level and "' say, medium agei--

;·: I . I\ 

middle-agelllevel of: officials were not all that 
I . ~ 

I ~ . 

good. They were, ~r the most part, inherited .. ,_, 
. , ;, ·, 

'" . from the French reg-ime. They were more con-
· .. '} 

cerned to keep the tr jobs than anything~ and 
\ ~ I 
1• • • 

it was a source of : ~onstant worry to President 

Diem and~ his to~ ok~icials·--N_guyen~i~ Thuan, 
I ' \ · · . 

for one, used to tcp_k to me about this a great 
·'· 

deal--to· make these'. fellows get up off of their 

desk jobs and re,alJ,.y roll up their sleeves and 
' I . 

• have some imagiriatnon and do the job, the many 

jobs that were nec;:"Bsary to be done. <fl~--~~ 
had not been 

French_;..rthat 
f\ 

,... 
•' < 

'{ , 

a str~ng civil service under the ,,_ 
1, CV 

is; native' civil service. And/ 
'' 

't-

" . h, 

.. \ 
:~ 
t ... 

I .~ . ,. 
I ' 1\. 

" 
- ;;~~ .. 
~. 

1-:-
·.}:· 

I t:· ' I 

~·-:.~·-
It- ;, 

:\. . 
\.· 

"· .. ~/'·? <~,..._ < , -~1' 1 . .. A!flkl'.640( SUWUWWWOILW...J:•'fl &it.Q:& .. 9 ..-JNSUMMWi J£dilt!lkXC:>SV~; · .... % &.~H!f.% . 

I 
" 

· ~ 

\ 
t 
t 

I 
. ~ 

· ~ 
• 



O'BRIEN: 

NOLTING: 

· ..... ·_·_·-. " ....... ·. ~-. -· 
. :: :·i ~: ~ ~: ~ ~::.: ~~ ~~: • ' 

·-···. 

.... -·-----·- - -------- .. .. 

· ~· .. 
~ .... 
".;: · 
. t;. 

' l . _\.; .. 

those that were ~eft 
I _(.... 

were !\ for the most part/\ ..s o r..~vJ io~ : 
'; ) 

timid and somewhat 
" · 

venal, if you can des
() ' 

Now/ this didn't go cribe a whole grbup. 
l · ~ ' · '' .·• 

for everybody~ §ome of them were O.K. But 
~ 

the general lyve-il.. I didn't think was very 
' t-
' 1 \.: 

high. The purpo9e of the training school was 
" ·. ' \,_ 

to supp'iant--.'to ;·~rairi people to supplant these · 
-~.' 

others gradually:~ But there was a lack of 
~ \ , 

trained people . . ~And the President and his 

government didn'~ have a full .stable to call 
:; . 

· on when they nee~ed somebody for a difficult 
'· 

assignm~nt outsitj.e of Saigon. \ ~· ' of 
Do you see any dJterioration ~~the . , ~ A 

'\. 

morale on 

the part of the :Vietnamese people? How would 
'" 

you describe what would be the impact of the 

increased Viet c·~.ng activity . in I 60, I 61J and 

then, ·of cour~e, ':when you arrived? 
·~ . 

I r, . 

I found the mora~e ve.ry different in the coun-
• ~· 

try, in the provinces-, in the districts, in 
"'·· . 

. \ I -\.~ . • 

the villages~fro~ what it was in Saigon. And 
. ~ ~ - . ,, 

· this was true ·, all the way through my tour of 
IA. ·" . . . ov+ 1'~0 .: f 

duty A Saigon is ::~a ve.ry gossipy, volatile 
. ·1., ,, . 
. ·i; .. 

' ··: : ..... 1 ' 

·. ,. " 

""'. 1 • 
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. ,, 

place where pe~ple_ like to indulge in rumors, 
·-· ~.: 

where the newspap.~rs come out 

of rumors and exa§gerations. 

with all kinds 

9: 
Arid ~he people 

I ~ .... . 

in the country, .hQwever, were solid,. I thought/.\ 
~ - ) 

I ' 

. very estimable .t pe.asants. Their . elders were ... • 
_I, 

sound old men. _' Tney had their traditions and 
' ·-

they kept them;bu~ they were, for the most 
} ;··: 

part, good people,~ not at all quick to panic. 

And I was impressed and heartened every time 
~f I ~ . 

I went
11 

into the cqµntryside;:.which was frequent-
1 i~ ') 

ly for the first ~~x months out there. I guess 

I spent most of: t~~ time trave1.[ing i~ the pro-
.1 

vinces, trying to ;get a feel of what it was . ~ --
<i.. 

like out there. 
.... 

In 1961/,\ when you we.nt out there, was there ) c ... 
any real problem at that point with Cambodia? 

Now/ I'm not ne.ces·;~arily talking about the 
·,. 

presence of Viet Cong • .. 
~s, there's al*-ay~ bee.n a problem with Cam-

. . \ ·~~~ 

bodia. For one ,' th.fng, the whole Parrot's Beak 

area, jut-out tow~~dr Saigon, was . disputed 
... '} 

ter:ritory. The : ol .~ maps/.\ which the Vietnamese 
. · t' ;.; ') 

; . .. • 

·,~ . 

• t,.\.. 

'· · . "s::· 

,• I . ~~; . 
. ~ 

"-
· u. . 
. \.· 

'i! ..... 

~r'. ·YrS. J_ • •..• . , ·""• ~"'.Pl: .• . x..-.n:!t1";2-4.4)3hift::;::;4!UBM04 .<14 a t 
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'\.:.· 

were fond of poin;ting to, didn 1 t have that 
.~ ... 

·, I t" ~ 

in Cambodian terr>~j_tory. That was Vietnamese . ... 
I Im not sure wher:il the present map was drawn, 

' •, 
. . ~ 

but I think it wa)> at . the time of ·the Geneva 

conference of i95:4. which gave that territory 

to Cambodia"' and i it was a thorn in the flesh 
) : .. ? 

so far :as the VieJnamese were concerned. They 
' . . \., 

1, 

claimed that i~ hfd been theirs, that most of 

the people there ~ere Vietnamese rather than 
.,, 

Khmers. And ther·~ was always quite some bit-
"· •. 
'• · 

terness on both sides. ~ri~ce NorodomJ Sihailouk 
i.:· 

was equally sens~tive to this and cl~imed it, 

of course, as Cam.~odian territory. (i[h~--but-~ .-···.5 
Androf courser ~*adi tionally, the Vi~~--

. t 
and the Cambodi en :e have been enemies. · There 

" wasn't any love l'ost between them. 
' , __ 

Did you find aid .~oing through/.\ or help going 
, • ,1 · r.c.· ') . • 

through" Vietnames'e sources to groups · like 
· J S2 r..,,_ ,'. ·, ;:·:, . 

,.the Khmer/s&r-~in ·:'¢ambodia in 1961? 
·: I~ , 

From Viet Cong· so~rces? 
11 ~ ~ · .. 

'-· 
Well, no, from. Vi§tnamese, South Vietnamese 

sources. In o'th~~ wordsr. . . • 
: . h I .S.12 r~ [p_, 

Refresh me on the . ._ Kmeri1s~-I. / \. 
''\"t~ 

,. 
i: .. 
~y 
~ .. -
•.· .. 

1· \t 
I ' . 

~ µ 
1, 
•; __ 

.. 
~~~ 
; . 
•/, 

,·,·-.. , 
\: 
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I 

I < - " . rv 1 •• •c. r ·: .' CJ-· ~:-
The Kmerseris· was a group opposing Sihanouk, 

I · 1•. I\ ,,,_ 

was an anti-Sihanouk group. Well, it's been 
I k ' 

suggested th~t. ~~ .. 
i.'. 

I . , 

No, I don't .. ~ . To answer that as well as 
··I 

,'::-
I can, I don! t 11..ecall any overt ·or covert ... 

. , 
activities on t~e part of the Vietnamese gov-

.. 
errunent to try ·~O UTu.~orse Sihanouk. I remem-

ber the thing c~e ~p in conversation quite 

often one way . or another/\Zei ther officia11y 
·.~ ) 

or. at cocktail parties or somethirig. And it 
l 
· 1; · 

was always t~e {bought that they better live 
I ·'-:.. 

with their neighbor/\ even though they didn rt 
. - ~ ) . . 

get · along with him very well, · ~~ rather 
.l 'i~ . ~ 

~ 

than indulge in~: any kind of activity to try 
~--0 9-' . .'1r ---~<-

/laR.'1 unseat him ... ~ ~~~~.!/ ~here were bor-

der incidents q~ite frequently. Sometimes 
;· .. 

the Cambodians ~ould claim that the Vietnam-
. \ · ~ 

ese -had beaten .up on Khmer minorities in 
; I t"- . 

Vietnamese t'bwrr.Sl j{nd, · quite frequently, the 
• . I :: •) . . 

reverse was ·cl~imed : by the South Vietnamese 

goverrunent • . BJ~1r . don't remember any plot 
.... 
" 

or support to . aiJ.y piot from the Vietnamese 

side to unseat ;Sihanouk. 

•I 

·.· \ . 
. ' .. ~. 

·• 

, . 
~ 

. ' ·-w .. ,... . 

.. :·..:.: ... :~ ·. 

--.._ .. ._...~, ' '·' "" < "~,A JIJ;:; ,_• -• - .. ,!»b'.!OGW&Jl¥!0iillq$(b.:th'.!i'24ii%~?£h'.f"1b'*.'1l\•\~-kj-5t.'.:~Jf,JiY?'lJ{f.'':::?·!'~"!1fa=<;{. :f;J1";r,...~.?}pf.!\.::< ;tJ:·,.r;..'~; fi'" r.:-: -·. '.- .-.-; .• : _ « ·?',_,'> - t,, • · ~ .! ': . 
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~Y. i) , 

... 
·-., 

~·: }o c;J" 
There wasn't anyt;.bing going througn Vietnam 

.-:-:- • A_, / /\. 
-Y - ~../ J -~ ~· C~. 1 . ,.., 

in the way of · CIA, to Kmer1.se-r-i~- was there/\ 
,,, /\ J . a J .... ,.,,. .. ~ /-

from your vantage:• point at that po±rit? 
/\ 

.. 
No, not so far a~ I knowAand I think I would 

•. J . 

have knovm. "Ii· 
·i. 
I. 

I understand tha-O:~during the time that your 
' :.~ . 
I /.: 

predece:ssor, Ambassador (§lbridgED Durbrow1 . ;;r- ... ~ 
was there, tha~ tl~ere was friction with the 

I. 

Embassy, the tr. S .:.~'Embassy in Cambodia. Was 
.:J .. . 

" 
there any indicat.ion that there was any fric

{i 
"· 

tion? 
\ ~l. "- s 

Between our missipn? 
I " ·' /\ U , 

Yes, between the -~issions. 
. ·~ 

No. I went ov.er ~ever al times to see Bill [wcilli-w.. CJ 
\~~-w-~\~ .<:::?_ . ·:·:; . 

~~~:}.-11who w.a .s ).\mba~;esador in Phnom Penh 
~!-

then. We would t.:1:lk;-;-:- .· :d Bill was an old 

frien~_tand we wo~ld talk about this. ~ 
) I "' 

Daturally, he ~ho~ght that on most of these - .. _ . . ~ ·: . 

· ~order incidents, ::probably ·the Cambodians 
,·, \..,_ . 

had a lot on thei~ side because he'd heard ... 
that side of 

. ·\ t 
the ~.tory/i\ and I had heard the 

. ~ J ·. ... ' 

other side of the:i.:story. And we would swap 
" 

views and the inf~~rmat.ion that we'd have. 
:.,, 
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. ... . 
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. ~: ;: . ~ ·.::::::: ~ ::~~: 

'· -\ , <( "· 
B ... . ... 1 "h ,1 t J h d u.,; we gov a~o- g very we.L oge c er an saw 

each other quite frequently. For the most 
i.\ c:_-j -

nart, we felt t:hat we we-re---~ ·----;;:'=--.--'-'--that-.=we h·ad . .. ~ - - . _ ____.,, 
~ , .. , 

our hands fu~l ::a..11 South Vietnam and were not 
r. 

concerned abouh Cambodia other than the fact 
..::. 

:• t.- d:; 
--a..Yld this. has ·always been the case--that bs..iv 

~ ~ 

was a:lleged . kn_a,:~ proven, even in those daySA-.i'J 
' ' ::; . . 0--- ) . 

that the Viet C ,~:mg didl},!:J:l withdraw across the 
... 
" border when they- were gotten into a hot spot 

"
u 

and refreshed themselves and came back again 

.from that area. ·~~ And the Cambodian govern-
, u • ·,. 

ment, sort of wir}ked .at it. I think they 'had 
·\ ,' 

' 
no means, re.a.l~~_-J-':\ to cope with 

r ~ • t _.,,,. 

fore, had a tenEency to brush 

it and there-

it under the 

•• rug, pretend that it wasn 1 t happening. And 
1..',! 

it was on that ~core I remember talking a 
\~ \"f\'-""''~\~o 

great· qe al with : :Bill ~~~l~~----o;i.-
·tt... 

Yes. Well_; :\n the fifties, the CIA had had 
.•.: 

\ ( •' 

• a lot of activiuies in Southeast Asia in the ,, . 

way o:f opera~io~-s that had ~~•::::-.. . become 
' · ·),I ~_.-' 

qui.te controv;er~ia1. :· Did you find anything 
•it- . 

when you wen::t t~e~e .as fmbassador to Vietnam, 

particularly; tnat . you objected to or in any 

'' 

• ; ~~ *.' . : • • -

·, 
.. \ 

. ' 
" 

'Ii -

..... 
i-.. 
1, 
'·' . t..,~. 
.,.. 
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·~ 
" "-
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way urged the ~-~partment to ease up11 or elim-

inate? 
' .'1. ,. 

Across the bord·er? 
. D. 

Well, either aCYOSS the border or in Vietn~. 
\ -·, .. 

-I~ 

Activities of th.e CIA? 
.... 

Yes, that were ~ithin your. 
•: I • I .1.~~ 

· Let me see. Let;;. me see. There were some things 

, ••• x_es, ther¢ were some thing's about raids 
. , ·~ 
•1!: 

across the DMZ --~[pemilitarized Zone] which the 
,\ -· .. 

South Vietnames~ were doing~but with our--now 
') 

I say "ourn being CIA job--training and approv-
· ·~· 

·al · and equiptnen~t. Some of these we considered, 
"' -.. 

after taking ' a .. ~lose .. . -. 
productive, not':>that 

·i-i 

look at them, were 
Q... 

the/,/~ were not 
'---_/ 

counter
X 

justi-

fied in the sen~e that the other side was do-
... -,, 

ing it ten t ime·s- as ·much to the Sou th. On 

moral grounds, &ne might say, 11 Sur~Y1 rdhey 
I 1: · dJ I\ '-._,, t 
I . ~ ~ 

had a right to !3.trike back. n But the trouble 
. \ ·~ 

• with some of ,1 th~_m/.\ wZ ~in my judgment and the 
" , _ J . 

judgment of ' ~ho$'e of us who studied them2was . - ~ . . J 
. l .. ~, • 

that . they were ~ount,er-producti ve, they lost .. , 
.. ~,, A 

a lo~ and they stirr·ed up reprisals which were 
) .' . . .. • 

-~ 
·;,; . 
... ~: 
1\ M .. 
•;I,~ 

::..,1o. 

' '\'. .. 
~;1· 
... t : 
.:k . 

• ·.1 ' "'· 

"·'( 
• t.'~

.1\, 
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gre a ter than the effect of the raids t h em-
';;' 

selves. , Oth-ers were good and were continued . 

These were done by South Vietnamese with CIA 

material~ h~:1p1,1 and training. · 
I i_ ) 

~·1. 

Yes. Were t .here any other programs? .. · . . 
'" Let's see. . . . 
\.':,I 

';:;.· 

I : know SWITy(HBACK ........_____~ was eventually, 
'" 

as I underst:and it~ was shifted to the Defense 
\ · !.~ . I . 

Department. ~ But I think that comes a little 

later. 
·' - 0/ 

,Right. Item~:mber that code wordio I can't 

· remember ··wh9-t the operation was . 
• i.i. 

It was very}much associated with the train-. . . 

ing of Mont~gnards and th~ training of .. 

The trai:r:iin&. of Montagnar~ had been going on 
. 1, 

for quit~ a ~~while/,\ and these were the 'people ., l 
.. ' - ~1 

living, as ypu know, on the Laotian border. . .\ ·t . 
And this .was.- intensified. And these special ./ ' · . 

-·· · ~,,. ... _, .... .. _ .. -

. ' ,,\. ' 

forces were :)lsed as a nucleus for each Montagnard .. ·-
training .'c~p. And in my opinion, they· were 
. . . ~- . . ______a,_---· 
very good. { I'hey were very successful. ·~ 

.. 
~ot one . hun9~red per cent always, but they 

had a gre'at .'(inhibiting effect on the infiltration • . 
_\ - ~"~~ . 

.. 
.. -· I 

·t ~~ . . ... ... 
.. . ~ .. 

·.: 

•· .. 
·\~ . 
!1 . 

' --. --~ ~ . 
·t 
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And far from 'cafling· those off, we built them 
't · 

~i" ' ---

up . .,.. . c-.,-------
1 ~· .•- -o::-;. 

O'BRIEN: ~ Did they ... .__ •. ,";Did those programs make the 
• ..._ __ - - --- ·-· -·· ·· '::! I I 

' ' . Cv lU~ft,.•<..V I ~ 

South Vietnam,~se;_:nervous at all/.I . ,)..,_ .. 
11 

training 
.. ~ ) . 

the Montagnar~s~ 
,.,. 

NOLTING: Yes, because the·::.South Vietnamese had had a 
·:·, 

hard time getting the Montagnards 1 cooperation. 
•.· 
-~ 

There had been a ': Montagnard Nationalist leader · 
-~~·: 

who wanted to br~ak the whole Montagnard .area 
... . 

away from South Xietnam. Diem was himself 
"~~ ! . .•. 

concerned about ~his. At one time, he was a 
. ·-.. ~ 

I. 

province chief wider the French in an area · 

which h~d a lot bj Montagnard.s in it. And/;e 

. • .--...u __ ,.. ... . -

"" /\ y 
knew them pretty ~well. He had, in effect, -0.eBR 

~tl. ~ .. ; 
governj-Rg them a~~ province chief in a certain 

area. qj I went 'up ·~'.to this province with him and 
-~· , Jl hi1..v 
I. t;11fl\ 

went all around \~· He said, 11 Don 1 t go too 
I ~_::... 

far on this b~cau~e these people will, before 
. I ........ 

• 1ong, confront\ yoJ1 with a demand for independ-
, ·~ ....... ' 

ence and then ·you;will have wedded yourself ·. 
to them and will '.\ind ·a re_al. difficulty here 

. - ~-

in South Vietnam ·~n this. 11 
. But he never:-'?: 8 

. ·' 

when we explained'.iexactly what we were doing 
::::;:. .... . 

" .,.. . .. 

I 
I, .. 

1: .. 
\.;· .. -l : 
,1. 

._ f.. ,\ 

•.\::-. ... : . .:, 
lH -... .. 
-..•i 

.~" ) 
-·.-r 

I 
I 

I 



.·/ 
1. 

• 

,' 

•'' 

·..: ,, 

··-
' 1 " 'I..· 

at these Monta£nard camps, the special forces 
'• 

'>; CY 

camps, so far ... as I can reca11..::'..he never object-· · 
. k 1' 

, I 

. ed. He wante~. to ~ow precisely, however, 
.. ~ . N''-~ .-- C-

what we were ~oing. And so did ~y, his broth-· 
. ~~ . 

. l ··-
er. And .b~th ~~Johri Richardson1 and before him, 

" Bill Colby~ to~k pains to explain this very 
; ', '). ~ : 

precisely so ~hat there would not be this 

political iss~e arising about the Americans 

tried· to do with this government~and what I 
i:.~ ) 

think we weret successful in doing1was leveling 

with them. ·, w~. tried to tell them everything 
-.~ · 
· ~,,.-

we were doing~· ·we tried to explain why it 
·;:.:. 

,' I ~ ~ 

was in their ll..nterest that · it should be done· 
·~ 

that way. · We;~:;didn 1 t try to ram things down 
I ' " 

their thro~t ~.r make end runs. And the whol;re--
:..., 

idea was to t'ry to make them as confident in 
. "· 

this operatiop that we were· helping them·with ... 
as possible. );'It was .the only way we coulcl work. 

'ti ., .. 
··t. 

...... 

c. 
- -...,,-~,........,,. .. ~ . .,,,,,....,,.,.........,,,,,_ ____________ ... 

·, 
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~~ -
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And this was ~pe basic instruction_, really_, 

the basic pf1i1'bsophy of my instruc tiora, of 
,,._ 

a,, ·:.--- ''.~ . 
our whold""miss;_;Lon 1 s instructions. We couldn't . ' ...... ~ 

force things on them. We had to gain their 
... 

' ~i.: ' 

confidence and·· use that confidence to get 
" 

things done. 60:~or this reason_, on the Montagnard 
<' . 

issu.e_, which i 1s a good case in point here,, we 
-.T 

told them 

· doing and 

.. , .. _ 

e;vEp;ything_, I believe,, that we were 
. 7-". ~· 
w.e &?t their agreement. Some of 

the provinc'e q~ief s _, for example,, in those 

areas
1

who were: Vietnamese-appointed by the 
. ~ . 

. government~we~e awfully hard to convince on 
. . ) ~ . 

this. ' They felt that we were going too far/.-. 
I ; ) 

I". 

')\nd sometim.es .. they would s.o report to the 
1 . 
< 

Presiden~ahd$le would ask me or others about 
= 1 'L: 

it~and we wq~~tl have to go through this explan-
J a.LI 0~rJ l\ so 11;.~: 

atio1?i. But. I ;think that they Understood this1 
'• 

pretty well/.\ art~ the higher levels of the 
) ·"· . .. 

Vietnamese government agreed with it. 

Well_, you ha~~~ Governor-generai{!.oba.. .__+ t:§]r:hompson 
·~ 

there · with .. tha~t police-study mission for ,while. 

Bob Thompso'.n. ·~ 

Right. 

., 

'i:. .. 
~-
' ·· " · ... l .:. ... .... 

' • 

',:,: 
··1.· 
·S 

.. 
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' 

... 
•-.. 
.. 
. :~ 
;, 

·.1 •••• 

. · .. 
~ .. 

Does he have rujy particular influence on your-
I 

self, people ir)." the 
1
Embassy, the agency, the 

'~· · 

South Vietname$e government? And does that 
I 

mission have a4,y impact as you can see it? 
::, 
· .. 

Did it in ' ttios~ days? 
' !. 

Yes. .t. 
I·~ . 

Yes. : , Bob Thom~:son was very good. He had a very 

small mission-~~ix men. I think all of them had 
'( 

served at one ppint : or another in Malaya under 

Sir Gerald Templer. 
. I '" "· · 

Bob Thompson was the head 
~ ~: 

o~ the British .fuission. He got there, I believe, 
'1 ....... 

"-
shortly after I : did. I liked him, · worked 

•'."' 
" · 

closely with hiln, learned a lot from him. He 

was quite . pe~sJ~si v~ "'Jvis-'8.-vis President Diem/.\ 
~ ) 

who could see that he knew what he was talking 
'• 

about because dr his experience in Malaya. 
""1,1. .. ,,,_ 

We quite often -went together to put up a 
c:t1 ' :~ ' ~ 

proposal • . Y.ys<_they did 11 good work. They did 

• not have much t'b work with other than their 
- ./, l 
l.l" "-

experiences . ,as }.ndividuals. They didn 1 t have · 
... 

any supplies~ ~hey .·had only six people. J 
•.: ' 
"h 

the British Emb'.assy,;of which this was a- sort 
;;::: (}-./ . . ' ') . 

of 11loosely atta2·hed .arm, I had the feeling was 

. .·. 

" ~~:. 
1\ :, 

·:~ .· .. . 
~ .. . 

,,,. , . t 

. 1 '1<. '' 

~:~ ..... 
. I - ~t :. . 

. ·,\ I \..; 

.-· ... · 
.1. 
"~· 

.h,. 

' ·· ... .. . ··-·~· . .- . . :M ... ., • ?. -. , • .::s:::.a •n; c .sJwww. ; ~ ,.. w . 

-. 
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a bit jeal6us bf them. So J they quite often 

not yet. 11 Ho-f~~f..~ r was the British ambassador 
I \: 

from there thep~ <\<Perhaps this is unfair, but 
I <.. . 

I did have :. the~~ feeling that the British gov-
.. 

errunent ver.y r:eluctantly, or at' least the 
:.\ -:-... 

' . . 
British diplomatic establishmentAvery reluc-

·: ''/ 
'· tantly acceptep this. They didn 1 t want to 
I. ... 9 ---

0 f t-h:e grubby work get involved ~n the sort 
:,;.' 

of winning the·:~ counter-insurgency. They want-
, " . . ~ 

ed to have " 'ju~~ . the diplomatic mi~sion.d;that 
. Q.. ·I • . 

is a1~..2and 1 not be too involved in the thing. 

And s~~J:.he~ B;b Thompson was helping to work 
~"...: 

out schemes/.\ as~'. with the Montagnarru and pacifi-
J ~ A 

cation method~~which we had a lot to do .with 
~· ... 
"· also--and when .. he was working very closely . .. 

' •L 

with us, I phif1k the British diplomatic es-
\ ....... . j • 

tablishment , ha~ the feeling that perhaps this .. 
was draggirlg G~eat Bi:itain too much into the 

' . . 
. ~I 

grubbiness ?f ;phis :·whole effort. YtBut to answer 
di 

· · your question ,~s well as I can, I had a high 
.., .. 

respect for . Bo~ Thompson. I think his knowledge 
.. 
· ~ ·· - ..... 

'k . ,, .. 
, , . "l .. · :~···~ . . 

;'. 
. .... l - · ~,. 

. .. ~: . 
. ;\ ·~ 

1":'., ,. I '; • • ; 

. ' 
" " l 

• • t ' \ 

't-,, 
~ i l 

·~ ... ., 
...... :.. . ,, . . , ~~ . . 

1,\. . 

~~-
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and ability w~'.S very goodr. and I think he was 
i: i..11 • .11" -i'.•, P,'l 2h .... d--

qui te influential. 
:\. I\ 

<. 
I ··i.. • 

Hi;:; ideas ii~erEf-- getting across to President 

. ~~---!: Q__ ' 
Diem and di_gyr? 1: 

1~;;:d they cOrr;Sponded very much with our own. 

What's the · fee+,ing of the people in the Embassy 
"... 

and :in the CIA~ who . are particularly interested 

-' 

. . ·;, C)--- ~ 

in this? A-re"=':~he·y-...=~.-.--.- Does the -s-T-R.L\x~f~ $-1Y-41c.-

.NOLTING: 

? 

O'BRIEN: 

' . . 

J1'runlet , G~~e program have a lot of support 
.~ ..... . ·. 

among these "pe9ple in late 1 61, early 1 632? 
I ..:--- " . •· s 7n;...,<._;, ~ ( u Q ~ 

The~...81lR~tPEv:Tc1(am1et programAwhich was a great 
.,.. I 

modificatio.n -b\it · successor of the . o....~\c..,J,\\e.: 

program, which..,.· was not a great success--at 
' d 

· ~ 
least it was r~puted not to be. I visited 

several °'jrtv~ll<..iCwhich were pretty good, pretty 

staunch and 1 st~ble. But this was a less am-

. bi tious thi!ilg ~ri te.rms of. moving people. In 
')·~ 

fact, it didn 1 ~ · move them at all. It just 
'i . . 

motivated them·~~ to fortify themselves and . ' ~ 

defend themsel~~s ·in their~~( tlau.s. This 

really got. ~ranked up in 1 62 . 

. ~~.c;>.-Y:~i~it the resul.t of Thompson? 
' /\ .... ' 

·,:. 
Thompson's ·1nfl.uence here? 

·':, ~ . 
.:-.. .. ' \ ... 
' ,_ 
~ 

;, I . 
~~ · 
,f ., 
~ 

•' 
~. 

· ~: 
I 

... 
~~ 

.: '· 

I '\(' 

\;· 
~ ... :. •. ;. . 
X . 
~ -
\.· ,, 

Is 

(') 

·r;~•r::::-; ·-,...,-. -;:-., .....,,....,,.,-;-,....,.,,,"""""""""" ___ _,,,,....,.,..,....._......, _________________ _ 
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~-

I don't recall ~hat the idea was Bob Thompson's. 
'"' -~ \ 

I know tha,t i't 
N~'-'- '- - . 

was mainly Ngo Dinh :NgU' s ideaA 
L \.. --- " ) 
~; .. -

and he used t b talk about it all the time and 
u 

'\;; 

did a lot, a ,great deal/.\ to get' it going. We 
.~- . ') 

helped him a great deal on it, in terms of 
~ I > ;. 511~ JJ(' 1' (, .---, 

mate rial. aid. ·-1• · Maybe the 'ST.F.J\_TEGiC:-J{amle t 

program did bb rrow some experience from the 
.... 

Malayan example through the Thompson mission. 

But r it seems'.~:to me it was mostly c:t~i"l· su1' 't_,.,l.P1;.S 
·' ' 

through the V1.etnamese government, mostly 
N\i-,'). ~ 

Ngo Dinh ~gw;r-·I think he can be credited with 
},&cJ-1.: .. 

the fathe~ of.t~this thing. . · 
. .:;\ ..# I o-vJ 

At the tim~ o~ the [ ~10-'(wd Q Taylo;, when the 
_\\;JJJ uJ] .~osh)vJ /) 

Taylor mission comes off, WBen do you first 
/\ : ;: 

become aware .t 'hat .they' ;re coming and the 
._Li l 

reasons for their coming? 
. -~i 

I don't exactfy recall. It seems .to me it 
\ ~~ .... 

was rather sudden so far as my knowledge of 

this mission ~~ concerned. It was welcome, 
·.'q:• ' 

however. What it did was to give--and this 
·.~ ~ 

was constantly happening~ it happens all the 

time, I'm ~urtLb~t eve: though the mission, 
:i;:o 

~ :: 
~, .. 

· .~ . 
I, 

,I I. 
i.. 

~ ~ 
,"I "-
!\ >. 

4-

'· 
:\ 

\·~ 
:.~ti 

·; . .. 
•;•1 .. ~ ... 
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'· the Embass'Y cµi d all of its branches was re-

porting da'il JI'.~: and recommend i ng daily things 
t.;, 

"L 
to be done·, W,,ashington likes to send those 

people that have just been at a National 
" 
>.. 

Security c i:mri,~ il meeting. They say, "You 
... 

go out there and come back with a report." 
~~ 

And: '·so Max, Ta·ylor and Walt Rostow came--as 
I \~ 

I recall/.\ rath .. er suddenly--did a lot of look- · 
) .: .. 

ing around, t -£-.aveiing, conferences· with Pres-
~ ~~· 

-~ 

ident Diem and ·members of his government ,,,._,,, 
'.i:.: 

which I and ot -hers in the mission participated, 
·~ . 

came up with ~pe so-called Taylor report. 
\ .,.. . 
' ) · 

It was, by an~: large, reinforcing what our 

'"' instructions we;,e already and what we were 
~ -

trying to do ~lready. 

Now, i.i1 regard;- to both Taylor and· Ros tow, as 
"' 

wel], as Secre(~ry McNamara, you have a num-

ber of- people ~:~ho were coming out and learn

iil.g ab.out Vietpam rather quickly. And there's 
11.· 

also--in govei'bment at this time?there was 
. :;. ) 

a current of i:piriking about problems of 
' '" . .. 

nation-buildin~, problems of creating viable 
. ·~·~ 

, ,. 

, .. · 

':..-..• 
... ,·,. 
' \. 
I, 

;..: .. 
..... 
1\\ . 

t 
'!L 
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~: 

ji" .. , 
... :t . 

'· ,• 
~-.. 
·f: 

.-1 .. 

kinds of so~ie~ies in Southeast Asia. Do you 
... 

."I 
ever get the f~eling that there's too little 

" 
knowledge of a'.~ place like Vietnam and too 

much of an attempt to apply theories? 
.'l.:, • 

NOLTING: . Oh, yes. I ca.ti say this with perfect objec-
·.~ ~"-''.:\ 

tivity becaµse··~.I didn't have 11 previous knowledge 
' ' I • ~k . 

of Vietnam .eit):ier. But I had the feelingl.\the 
' ~ · ) 
I ' longer I stayed~that what it took was an awful 

-~J 
lot of livi~g ~-ut there and experience, learning ... 

. \, . 

the country before you came 
J/ ·.'.' 

orier formula ~or anything. 
i._''1. / 

. ./ 

up with a made-to

And/sure, .we . 

have a tendenc~~and it was exemplified many 
I • f.'r . 

times, I . th:l,nk~ during my experience in Vietnam, 

Df people ~mi~g ~ut or people .on the spot like 

· myself 11hadn 1· t t -een there long enoughJ-:--f'here 
~ ~ 

I ._ . 

. was a · tendency\~; to come up with a formula, "This .... . 
.· . -.t: 

is the way to ~o tb,is;" and then six months 
. . ~. . . ;r . 

later you'd re~~ize that you~a ought to have 
• . .. , O(J, y "9-- . 

learned a lot ~ore lA 
0

Btft ·given locality or 

·-

II. 

certain way ' of ·'-thinking or acting on the part 
' " . 

' I-- ·. 

of the locals qefore you ventured to come up 
. · ~ .\ ... 

with any suqh ~ormula. President Diem and his 
~ 

.:.~ 

-.'..': ... ;.:. ·. .-
i.. , 

".:.=..: 

\.-'J - "" 
~ 

,_ ... 
-· .-1-

· r~ 
1'- •• .. 
·" 

·i;.. 

I, 

1:·· 
~~ 

·~t' 

·, 
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government wer$.:· constantly warning us on this 
~~ err er · 

sco:re17, and they :,,.were quite right. Now I yo~ 
) ,' \.: 

can overdo that:-. You can have a paralysis of 
. 1.. . , . 
I.. 

inaction in a s.ituation which requires consid-
·-c C/ 
" I erable action. ~-.-And/ so_, a happy medium on this 

· · · ~ .. 
~ 

is the solutiori~_if . you can ever get to it. .. 
As early as 1961~and about 

; '. . ' : .) 

c.:::.-~ 

of 1 

the time th&t 
I'v~y_..., 

the Taylor-Rost~w mission_, I"1d· . seen some in-
. ,\ ' \!' 

dications in Washington from people who at 
·.·i 
'··· 

that _poil}t were~~~s_aying that this is a very1' 
r~ · 

very serious ·,Pr?.;?lem in Vietnam and that with-
~ .. -

out the . . . . ·.: The essence of the· language 

would be somethfug like: uChances are against_, .. 
' 

probably · sharply.:· against/.\ preventing the fall 
. ··.t ') 

of South Vietnam..·by any meal.Sure short of the ... 
- ~ ... 

introduction qf U.S. troops on a substantial 
. ' \ : 

level. 11 Does th'~t .... ? 
<. 

I ' remember those :-.:·expr:essions that came out 
;. ·:, 

.from time to tim~ in Washington from various 
~~-

people. _ 
' ~ .. r '~ x ~-

Now~ this Wff6 1961_, about the time of the 
. i '· 

Taylor report. P.bes that_, in a sense_, cor-
1 L 
I 1'- · 

respond with you~~thinking at that point? 

· I 

·- ~ .. .... 
I. 

·. 
. .. 

--,..,.....,.,,.. ... -~. _,........,._.,,....-..,..------------

· . 
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, \ ... : .. 
It certainly ~id not. 

It didn 1 t? 'i 

It certainly hid not . . I'm reminded of a 
"' -.. 

story. I 
' ~, 

back ca.nit? ..., 
~ 

ington to talk with 
.;.. 

President Ke~edy~ 

nin~" or ten nfbnths, 
-.. 

about that time to Wash-

various people, including 

I'd been out there about 
fi.1J---

I guess. /i I told a story 
c.y . : :~ 

which I ~d sort of _inherited from my 
I ..... . 

father 
l , 

about the qld~-country doc tor oU in 
·.:: 

Albemarle 

9ounty, Virgi~iaAwho used to - \ ~)'' 9" PJ~ 

patients~~~egardless of what 1 ,,, . 
~~ ~ . 

mixture of the mos.t horrible 
•:1 .. ~ .. 

give all of his~,)-' 
C> 

they had~a 

k . d' 9~2'~ .. 
lll 0::1:/\ qullline J 

~+},') . .,_) _ and ~?rd -knoW,,f what. And they asked 

him WhyAand h~ Said he WaS trying to thrOW 
) .: '.: 

the patient i~to fits because he was hell on ,._ 

fits, mean:i'.ng:·~he could cure fits. 41' And I said, 
4;J · 

11 Fo·r gosh . sak~s, don 1 t do this. There are 
. ·- ~ 

f, 

a lot of things that need curing/.\ and there 
) 

are a lot df ~~ings that need treatment • 

But let's treaJt them one by one, little by 
. . ;, . 

. little, curin~-- up each one, rather than 
cy' 

throwing it irito a ·. big fit; ff' on the theory 
•'• 

i: 

~ 
;•\ "··· 

t~-
"1 ... 

·:!~ ,_ •, ' 

·- }f 
'It 
\ , 

'· ... 
" · ·: I. 

• .:.I. 
r.. .. _ 

" 
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t hat i f it t urn s i nto a r e al war, we can 
"· 

win that c;>ne u~oecause we know how to fight 

real wars : '· 
~on't let rs do this . Take it 

as it is and ;:: try to put a poultice here and 
. \ I · ~L.. . 

\.· 
a bandage he~e and bring this sector up and 

that sector ~p and calm this area and treat 
i 'i.. 

it " that way. ·fr This, I think, had some effect. 

~But there ·wai' always this tendency: "Well J 

let's wind t~is thing up, let's ge t cracking 
'·' "· er JJ 

here. ~.:Y fiddle around(}-? They talked about 
" I\ 

a million '.,, dotlar~ a day@ 1he total bill we 

reckoned up ;for Vietnam in those days, say 
I 

in 1962, 161 t 1 62, for all types of aid, 

including · mil itary assistance ) /\ ;{ came 'to 
' ~- ) . 

about three hlindred and fifty million dollars .•. 
·~. 

a year or about a million dollars a day. And 
·.~ -

'· 
it· seemed like one hell of a lo t of money to 

' ·, \ ·~ ' 

be spending . ·.~. Arid people us~d to point to .. ~ 
that and sayj~ 11Where are the results for 11 this 

money~?'J ind t~ answer was generally, '\ ... I 
• • 

I ' , 

· i~· 

think there are results~ and you can see 
·;:·: ' ' ) 

them, but 'if:farou plunge this thing into a 
,~', . 

bigger wa.?;", t -he costs are going to be 
~~·~ 

·e;. 

· . 
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·.•· 

·~ .:.: 

astronomical/,·anc:I:: the results are going to 
J ' t 

be less. n .;·, 
, _ 

'•L,, .... 
WellJ passing over to the military side of 

this thing ana s9me of the insights that you 
. .,. 

of tt~~.mL_ " 1>/hen. the mission 
.. ) I 

might have 
\ ·t~ 

was made into 1 a •larger mission and General 
' 1-

9- I .•• . 

E,Pau1~. 3 Harkin~ coming overJ I Understand 

that th~ Stat~ D~partment...t'and~I would guessA 
' ')~ ) ) .. 

you had some real 
. •i 

14,. 

in a senseJ kick~d 

reservations which were, 

back to Washingtonhbout 
. C:) _ 1' 

the definition a.:d.d the ,.4oudmow-;""""the inst rue-:- i 
0.J -/1· ... :f fOl"'-'1 

What basically~were · tions to that mission. 
' ' j,, 

~ " ,'1 
~~-t--tllat;..:..po·int--your questions and the 

·r-,, 
State Departm.ent .. :~.questions about that mission? 

. : I ~';- : 

Do you rememb~r? ~~ · 
M ~~ v;_,r__ .. e__ 

Yes. When ~/:~"!fas first announced, word . .. 
~-

came t? us, td me~ in Saigon, that this was 

going to be a :;di~ded co~andl; Jhat is to 
' ~\. . 

• say, two equal parts of the mission with 

equal authority aha e~ual responsiblity/ 
. \ .. ~~: 

_!}amely1 the four-~~ar _ general, General Harkins1 ~ N\~c\) c_._.. ..... 
as ~c.:\Uwould have all 

{\ 
the military side~and 

) 

the rest would\ be&·under the ambassador. I 
.... 

. ·· ,\ · ~k 

.. ·. · .,,.. ,. 
'• .. 

.. 
'" '· t·:::\ 

. ~. ~~-: 



·.····.· . .. 

1. 

"to . 
... , ~ · 

1:~ 

Ji A .. 
went back to Wasl)ington on this one because 

·~. 

I was convincf=d .. '.that it would be a mistake. 
"· 

And I talked to tarious people, finally end-. " 
);;• 

ed up talking w:Lth President Kennedy about 
l. 

" 
it~ who immediately agreed. And even though 

) . ~ 
the orders had b'~en written for a two-headed/) 

~- / . 
r .• 

equal_:.:responsibi:lity type of mission, he 
I\ . ' •• 

rescinded th~t.~The~,~e left it up to 
;.: 

McNamara and me ';sort of to work it ou+- and 
'1' 

to Max Taylor~ who was in on the meeting. 
) :'.". 

And that became '\rather difficult because 
'· 
}..~ 

McNamara gave" me;.~ a ride on his airplane back 
i1\ . 

. ·1 .. '.. 

to Honolulu. · An'.d all the way back through 
·.· 
~ :· 

dinner and ev:rything, we were arguing this 
. i: 

point. And he W:'iis saying,"Just relax. It 1 s 

" not going to J1a~m anything." And finally 
. . {j . 

he sa.id, 11Wel,l, :·the Joint Chiefs just won't 
I '-'· 

"-

stand still for ... :a four-star general to be 
, ,I; ,; . 1t 

•under an amba,ssalior. 11 I said, "I 1 m not 
.. 1.) . 
~. 

. ..., 
asking for respqpsibility to -meddle in mili-

~~-

' · 
· tary things~ Itm not that much .of a fool. 

'j.. 
Of course Genera.~ Harkins knows military 

··•J\,.,. 

things and how to do them better than I. 
~i" 

, I 

;·I 
~ .. I\ 
~r ... : 

. I ·, .. 
;., 

' \' r .. 
·;1 .... 

.. i , .. ~ .. .. 
· - ·~ :r . ;e... , uy;:n;ast .. tJJ bl •. hJ .A>C:;F<JlO ;;q,Q&CiMh > A .. tbs .......... Y:4 . =t 



·,. 
~.f 
1;; 

\"., ,. 
!,',~ 

.... , . ........ . 

:':· 

. ,.. 

But if . it's a q<le stion, for example, of a 
1: 

crisis in wh:i.:ch :\>1e see some unidentified air-
1 1··.~ . 
I 

planes over ~outh Vietnam and the question is 
~:.: 

whether or ndt any a·\railable planes shall go ' •'• 
. ' ,a,,. • 

up and engag~ trtem, somebody has got to be 
,~. 

· responsible for ~this because this could involve 
•; 1 .... ., 

a war :.with China, for example. And I want to 

know whose resp$,nsibili ty it is . · 116~we11, .we 
.:·: 

finally worked this out. And the President 
"· 

' ·• 

was, in his sta~ement to me and to the others 
... 

• ...i .. . 

present, quite clear and definite on the sub-
'· \.:, 

ject. His answ~r was, 11 The ambassador is in 
!-\, 

' . '·· 
overall authori~y and control, 11 to which I 

responded, 11Mr. ·:·President, you certainly 

realize that in:que~tions of military train

ing or strat~gy0or advice that General Harkins 
" 
'· may give Pre~iqent Diem and the South Vietnamese 
1 

• ' <. .. 

government op ~ilitary matters, I 1m not going 
I •,.~ 

• to interfere , because I recognize perfectly 
' . ... 

well that he's }rained in this respect and 

I'm not. But oh the overall questions of 
·: 1. 

. • :J. 
I., . 

general u.s; policy1 I think it has to be one 
. . 1 

· way or the 0: the'.~. 9 fnd I think you must make 

., 
.. . ' . , ' l 

,, 

' .i 

'" 
" .,. . . 

... ,, 
'-· 
' • ·:,: 
\:. 
~~ 

... '.::-... ;. ·, 

~. 

·:.·. 

l-'! 

. ~~· 
.1 

,. 

· . 
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O'BRIEN: 

... ... I •• ·.·. .·.·.:-:- .. ·.: 
..... ..... _ ... . · 

. ' .: i: 
' . . 

\ ' ),: 

it very clea..:r. 11 Well, he did make it clear . 

in that 
. ~ . ~ 

stat~ment in the ·white House. And 
·" r. 

then there w~s a question of working it out 

all the way through the Pacific command and 
\ 

the whole · line of command. And this got rath-
~· · 

er fuzzed up~·;'. It fortunately resolved itself 
,_ 

because of very good working relationships 
. :...:-

· .. 

between Gepe~al Harkins and me~and I think 
I " , J 

).. . 

a feeling ·of .inutual esteem and respect, so 
·• [.~ 

I . ~ 

that it neve~~- did coni.e to an issue again. 
·~:·;·. 

I mention it ·,~t some length not only because 

of your questo'.ton but because it is something 
' 

::.,1 .. , 

" 
that ought. 1 tq~ be clarified in every situation 

{, 
. "· 

of this kiµd right from the beginning. 
I '"i.( 

Well, that . problem 
' I ~1~ ' . ;. . 

problem th~re_;\.:'as I 
. )';~· . 

... 
which the Stat.e Department becomes involved 

in/.\ and some thinking/.\ as I understand/.\ or at 
) • . J ) 

~ . 
least Secr~ta~y Rusk a little later~as I . 

~ . . ) 

unders tan~.ge ~.~s in to the question of making 

Saigon (-the'i m:i:\itary problem · in Saigon) dir-
. 1.:. 

I " 

ectly related '.and in communications to Wash-
:·1 lo-. 

inc;ton ratp:er ~than . through Honolulu. Do you 
. ... ' 1 • 

:i •.. 
;._ 
~r 
·;, 
..... •:., 
~11~-

-

' 
I. ..... 

·.<>; ., . 
~~~· -
~~-
.~ 

·"t• . 
:~L· 

"' 

-. 
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.. NOLTING: 

, . 

O'BRIEN: 

NOLTING: 

' ~. . ~· 
........ ... 

• 

" 
become inv6lv~d i n this at all ? 

.... ~ 

No' and I Im n~t quite sure tha-t I under-
'· .. ... .. ·.·. 

stood that' qu~stion/.'. but I might add something 
. ~ ) . 

to what I 1 d p'!reviously said wh.ich might cast 
·,-,a 

light on this\:~~ I could not get Secretary 
l . ~·~ 

Rusk interested in this at al~and that's 
l. -;_. ) 

why. I had ~o ·go to the President. 
' . \ . I "'· . 

Is that ri·ghtj 
·;·~ 

On the earlier question of the two-headed 
;\ 

command, he · s·~id, 11 0h, it doesn't make any 

difference. 11 :;.:And .I said, 11 I beg to differ. . . 
'[j 

It could make .. an awful lot of difference in 
k 
1, 

how this whol'.~ thing goes, ·what the orienta-
· ,~ 

tion of th'e m~ssion is, whether it becomes 
. I \!: : 

more milithry~~ .. and · less politic al and econ-
\ .~::: 

' 
omic and sbci'al. And it could make a whale .. 

-::.• 

of a differen~e in any emergency." And 
*": 

finally. . : . -:~ Well, I 1 11 tell you who · took 
· ~ ... 

it up, who a~eed with me in the State Depart-
J, , . . • .. e. c..-. 

ment-;,was Ave';t@.'ll Harriman. And it was he 
. . ' :~/\ . 

who asked ' fo~~ and got the appointment with 
.\., . . 

the President~ . to pronounce on this one. But 
i 

I couldn't . g~t Rusk interested the least bit. 
t t~ 

... 
" ,l ... Y<· 

. . ~ 

I'. 

. . .. . . ,,, 
- ~·:·! 1 
. \ .. "• 
-~· 
i.'-'·· 

: . -: 
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O'BRIEN: 

NOLTING: 

B 6 GIN · {.f] f E-
0 'BRIEN: 

NOLTING:• 

That 1 s intere s:ting . How does that relate with 

that letter', tpe letter that the President put 
.. 

out about the ~,ambassador being the chief of 
' ·~ ' J~ a 

mission that c'ame out. . ... ..... 
I 1 ve forgotterP.whether that letter came later 

:.. j\\ ~(. '.) c:::... . 

or earlier tha;ii this ,MAC-V) i~cident. 
, ., 

It wa;s in M~y .l.f61, I believe, May or June 1 61. 
; I;: \';\inc~ ·- Q__ 

That was earli'~r1.1 then!'.\ because MAC._--:r was creat-::: ') ) ......_ __ --

e d in '62. ~': 
5 ll>E- ;;l- '·- (\'NC. \:\"I c. ... -_,;z_.__ 

- Getting back ~to thec_s\·,, ~P~thing, as I under-
·:.~ ---·--

stand, there w1s a lot of criticism ~ in 
'• 

regard to the :actual control of the military 

mission in Sa{1on10 and :&-~ some in Washington 
. . ~ ) 

felt that C.~'lit1~~ should be-.. -::/:_ well, simply 
.._ I~ 

that there .sho'illd ·be a more direct line of 
~ .!•\ 

control fr~.m Si.?--igon to Washington rather 
; · 

· · than throughQ~hC.-09-e_· Did you get involved 
. . '\\',:- - - ::. 

in that at ~lli~ 
" \ 

. . '-) L.~ 1./:. ' 
There was, ~~ there was some debate on the 

['nu.~"'\\.>.] "'-;-. \~-
subject. A Don ~<V\ \/.I who was 

. ) 
'1 ~' . 

also a good. f~fend1came out 
· I "'·~ . 

C:!,l).CP?-\: then/.\ was - - - ; ) 

frequently/.\ and 
') 

we saw him . fr~guently~and he and Harkins 
' 'l!\ ') 

and I worke'd v-~ry closely together. I don It ... . 

. . .. ~ \ 

::.• . 

. I 

-.. .... ... 
...... 

- ~ .. ..... 
•• -11 .. ,,. ... 

\. 
' ·· 

.. . 
· ~ 

·. 



O'BRIEN: 

• 

~ : . 

. · . ..... 

·.· :..: 

··~ ('\\ \"-..(_ \) C'----
~ ·-···· 

think that th:~ ,M.f::.C-.Y' ever tried to be an 
·~.. ......__ .... _... 

M
-~-

independenl t~eat~e command. It was a sub-
.1. 

I - c 
theatre command. And being principally an ... 

' '\: . ~-
advisory--beihg altogether~advisory and train-

~ ' 

ing and supply mission for South Vietnamese 
'..''~ . 

forces, it watn't big enough. It didn't 
. •'-" 

have·· enoug};l forces in it to be an independent 
. \. 

command. AndJ so far as I know (maybe Harkins 
, : l <:~-

would have '1 a different view on this--I can 1 t 
" I . . . 

recall )J but l~: don 1 t think that there was any 

feelingA~as between Harkins and 
} a--;~ 

~~:c<.'tta:r:r_~·· +J);-3Fe1 t (who was C ~QC Pg-2 ) 1'. 
u 

that this ought to be changed~and I know it 
~ ) 

wasn't. It never occurred to me that it ought 

· to be chan.ged :; 
;;- \ '.: . 

Yo1:l,. }n your fast interview, you mentioned ... (f) 
- . ·~ 

well, you got~1. into the problem with the press/.\ 
~ ~ ) 

Mi . · 

and you mentioned Homer Bigart and Malcolm Browneg 
\.') 

...§illd (Davicf}Haiberstam was not -mentioned in this • 

~ese .~e4owS. caused you a considerable 

amount of ~rr·.~ tat ion_ while you were there!.\ in 
/ . 

\ . .-: .. ·. 
their cri tici:.Sms of Vietnam and of Diem. What 

.... 
is the. 11 .t 

~-· , .4. 

-.. ·: ;,1 
•. · .. ' -... .. 
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NOLTING: 
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.I · ·-

They didn't c au~~ me so much irritation as they 

caused me gre.at ...a.1arm and pain. I usea· to 
·· ~· .. 

talk to them 'all} the time.. I rather liked 
·.._. - .. 

them persona1'1y ·~in many ways. But they were 

9' 
time~~constaltltly--

/\ . undermining the ... ~hing all the 

not so .much Mal .Browne to begin. ';-... 

/ 

But when I 

got o~t there, Figart was there/\ and his slogan 
l · . ) 

was ·rr sink or sw'l.m with Diem." Do you remember? 
::::: I t~ · 

o--reah. Y~~. l;_ 
·.-.: 

Sink or swim.- 1 ':@le implication in a.11 of his 
\ 

. . 
articles was .1that if we stuck with Diem, we 

,, ~ 

would sink, as (r we . were tied to a stone . 
. :;: 

This I fundamentally disagreed with~ and this 
) ·-· 

was the constant" slant of all of his articles . 
. : ~ '.l· 

He was succeeded~ by Halberstam who~at first, I 
. ~~ ) 

thought
1

was a c~?siderable·improvement. But 

within a few- ~o~ths, he was doing the same 
. I.. . 

• • t. . 
\, 

thing, only mor~ so--finding things to crit
tt. 

• icize about t 'he :~piem government and very sel

dom, if ever, meptioning the good things they 

. ~ •.. were doing. : 

Are they doing ~.fair and accurate job ir re- · 
·~ Q.../ . /\ 

·' \·_ 7 
porting?fAre t _hey doing -g6o:d- their homework in 

-~ ~ . . 

doing their repQTting? 
111 ,,. ... : 

·' (. 

\.~ ... 

... 
·~· \,. .w. 
I. ... 
" 
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.. 
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.. ';.:: 
, ;_., 

I did not thioX so. I thought they did too 
11- . 

much of it at ' the Caravelle Bar by sort of 
\ 'L'--

consulting with each other as to what the 
'I:.' 

latest Saigon :'.rumor about the malfeasance of 
.• .... 

\ I ~ ~ 

the gbverrunen~might be and how to dress that 

up into a stor.lf. Now this would make them 

just: "as mad a~ hops J:~;h:: did go out into 

the country' qu°:f:te a bit. But there again, 
1; 

I thought t.hey~~ failed to see the woods for the 
1, 

"' trees. They w9uld come back with an emotional 
, b~ 9-" u.K-

1.tf._ Y -'J ) 9_:: 
story of some~ who had beel\/\maltreated d.r or 

~ ~ } 
alledgedly maltreated by a district chief .. 

"' of the gove';rnm~nt/\ and 
' ~.. ) 

they would talk about 

that rather· th~ what the district chief was 
;_. 

doing to deferid his .district against the 
' _i, 

~ · 

Viet Cong and what :he was doing for the peo-
--~ - · 
t. 

·ple . . My own f~_eling was that they were quite 

unjust, qui~e :&ijustAin the overall picture 
' ' ~. ) ' 

they gave of w~at the Vietnamese goverrunent 
" ' 

I ... . " 

was trying to &o and what it was~in~ fact~ 
, / ~ ' ) ) 

doing for the Q.enefit of its own people . 
" ~;·: , . . o.. I J;tl~ 

Getting to wha:lf we talked about A earlier
1
? 

' ~ . ' . ) 

about the morale of the government of 

'· . ···'!i: 
}; -... ' 

\. 

'~ 
" '-' 

·A: • • 



NOLTING: 

.. . . 

·· · ~ ''·-
.: . 
. r~ ... 
);;" 

Vietnam and thg, activities of the Viet Cong ,_ 
\~ . 

within ·Vietnam ~-at the time you assumed office ., .. 
'• 

as ambassador. _'~~ Now, in the next two years, . 
~. ,, 

do you see any ·,:cJecided change or any decided ..... 
•.. 

shifts? Is ·the··re an increase in Viet Cong 
~· · 

ac ti vi ty over -i-bat time? 

The r :a:.te of inffi._l tration remained fairly con-
·-· 

st ant"' and this · ~as small uni ts or individuals 
) l ;Ji_, I J..'. . 

like.,'1r'say, a" communicator or a planner or an 
I\ \ i•\. 

artilleryman·
1 orf;~ something of that sort. They 

·,,;, 

ca.me in in srp.al} units
1

and we estimated it at 

the rate of · soni&'thing like five hundred a 

month. No majo.r units of North Vietnamese 
. •.l 

military. The rate of supply increased some 
l ';;: 

because of the 'iaotian settlement. The 
I •'·' t 

Ho Chi Minh ·tr ab .. was,., 4fas I am fond of saying~: 11 . . '( . )'~c: JJ 
~ . ' 

turned into the~~arriman Memorial Highway. 

It opened that because it imp~·ded and inhibited 
• :,.<-

the South Vietnzjnese from going across the .. ,, .... 

border and tryil}~g to. stop the infiltration of 
I 

.,, ~ 

-~ 

·supplies and .
1

1peqple before they got into South ... _ <ft I ; • , . . 

Vietnam. Incid~ntally, one of the things that 
;l ' .. . "- e. .;..-

I b,elieve cause~ the : rift between AverQ)ll Harriman 
d ·~. " /\ 

,)., 

f ...... 

. ·"".·· . . ' . ~ . 
' ( ..... 

· .1.: 
-., .. 
,w, 

:••'t • 

• · ~.· ,. 
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... ,, 
l" 

.. ' 

and Ngo Dinh Di~m was Di em's opposition 

to the Laotian .tre a t y which Harriman negotia-

ted. And I .thov ght his opposition was well 
j;· 
~ 

based and ,well ;founded because he realized that 
' '") · 

the gommunis~s would sign this agreement and 
- .I;. 

} .. · 
not live up .. to lt. And therefore~the net 

u ) 

~· 

effec~ ; of it wqµld be against the defense .. .. 
effort in South:· Vietnam . 

. -. 

How were the Vf~tnamese interdicting the 
~. 

"' supply lines in':. . 
"" N\ e._ c / Q___. 

For one thing, :.:the ·~ tribesmen in that area 
ii..' · 

of Laos were urt'der CIA's help, were themselves 

attacking the ¥1filtrators. For another thing, 
·- · 

they would coo~erate with the Vietnamese who 
;..: 

occasionally would go across the lj,ne for 
[;) 

interdiction o~erations when they knew some-

thing was comi~g in. All of this was stopped 

t 
. ~ . 6 . t'i\g,Q.$ rJ 

by the Lao ian:~agreement of 19 2. The cM._~~------
• ~ 

no longer g9t cmy help from our sideAand 
. '?i ') 

there were many of them killed and driven 
, I ' 

\ I...: ':... ... 
out. And the Vietnamese were precluded from 

,\; 
' · 

going into iaos·. 
~ .. ,\:; 

~ .. .. 
'• 
~ ... 

,f ·/~ •. ~ 
..... 

.. :~t 

" 

·. 1 a--.. 

~~---·----------------L-~-
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. .. 
~·· 

' •' 
.:t.: ,. 

... 
' •'l.' 

I ' . 

Is the route a¢;toss,. . . ~ell, is there ,, 
.. i .. . ..... 

much coming '.acri..oss the DMZ or coming in by 
.. .. • 

.1. 

sea at that tiril,~? 
... 

We had a junk iieet,.. for one thing/.\ and other 
. ·-. '/ ) . 

...... 

things. The se~ infiltration was not great; 
I\ .. , 

it never was. )cross the DMZ was not very 

great_.. It w'as · ~ostly from the west via the 
t. 

so-called Ho; Chi Minh trail through Laos 
':; 1 

.!.'.~ .. 

and through "Panfbodia. Now, there was infil-.. 
tration of supp).ies · down the Mekong/\and that 

' :::; . ) 

probably .came ~~by sea~coming into the area 
' ) . 

of 

to 

Sihanouk.vilJ_~Ef. 
"· I. 

the ' Mekong and 
Ci/ . '·' 

and being transported over 

~"" 9- r coming G-l!e-r that way. But 6 I\ 

by far~1 the bu~~ of it~in my opinion and the 
) 

opinion of all ··.i?f us who studied this almost 

on a day to .:aa~~ basis1,1 was across the Laotian 
" . \: ') 

bord~r and the ~ambbdian border via the 

Ho Chi Minh ' tr~il. 
·::. 

'" The CIA~therefo,~e/.\had some pretty good in-
J . '', / ) .. . 

telligence sour~es from their connections 
~~ .:· 

with i t
11

• In
1 

t~~.rms of the · strategy of the 
) : 

Viet Cong an'd some of their activities, ao you 
·;:. 
" 

see any decl
1
ded;,· Shifts between I 61 and 1 63 I\ 

. . . ~ ) 
~·"' ,·· .. . 

,.· 
. .... .. • { • I",~ 

'F; · 
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·1.; . 

•• >, 
•,( 

.:':· 
at the time y~u were there? 

·,, 

No, I thiill(. tl'~'a t the. . . 0 my feeling on this 

whole subj .~c t :i~was .that the Viet Cong and the 
' i').. • • 
:. 

Vietnam~:-se were prepared · to play this ,,_ North 
I 

~· · 

game out under: the ground rules then existing~ 
' ·~- \ ) 

and this, to ~y mind, was an important point. 
, . 
\ .-

One .never knew when they would' change the 
I '-~· 

1. ,., 
ground rules . . ~~- But dur.:l.ng that period, they 

. . ·•'··· 
~ 

played it under the ground rules of a contest 
' · 

between Vietnc:µnese~with North Vietnam supporting 
' " ) 
I l. 

the Viet Cong~and China 
' .' ).~ 

and · Russia supporting 

the Viet Cong ·.::with. equipment/,\ and 
I ::_;. ') 

__ 9-
'SGU't-!f::2il-i-e~ 

the South Viet'hamese being supported by the 
~·~. 

Americans/.\ b.ut :-.~n a limited way. C\rn other words, 
' ) ;·. 

it hadn't devgloped to the point that each 
·: 7· 

side was pourihg in additional reinforcements. 
, L 

'-
And .. I don't be'lieve that it got any more in-.. · ~ -

''·-
tense durin'g the two and a half years that I 

~\-

~-- -· 
was there. \ Inli~fact, it seemed in 1 62 that it 

was calming dO.wn a . little bit. Then, in fact, 

I was convincep th~t our side was winning in 

this liillited ~1ruggle. Then1the political .. , 
.~ 

ploy came in C>':f the Buddhist uprising and the. 
'0=-

,·\ 

-- ~ .. 
· 1.. -
1. 

~ . 
. :,~ 
-II•~ 
. ~. 

- --~ ·-
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l.. -·· · 
""\. 

· ·~ 

number one o'J?j e_c ti ve of the Viet Cong was to 
. ~; 

overthrow the Diem government and to create 
\ .... :. 

"-
a political vac~um, political chaos. And 

l; : 

they did thi? v-l·a tr~e Buddhist movement. 
' ii' 

Did you, in terms of evidence, in terms of 
'··-

intelligence, did you see anything that really 

linked and inditated the Viet Cong ·and the 
' I - ,~ 

··~ 
Buddhist crisisf? 

k 

I can now; l~tei·. But at the time, you could . ,, 
Jr .. 

\ ' 

only see a parallel between the objectives 
,l ;..._ 

of the Buddnlst;.:_agitators and the objectives 
. \ .· 

of the Viet Con~~anq that parallel was to 
. '• ) 

throw over the ~iem - government. Of course, 

there was ·circumstantial evidence that some 
Jo; • 

,, 

of these guys hiid just come into the pagodas; 
~ A 

they'd just .shaved their heads and put on 
i ' 

'1< ' 

saffron robes a¥.:d had become monks, bonzes. 
-~-" And one could h~ve very healthy and well)( 
" I:.· 

founded . susp~ci.~ns that they were no more 

• bonzes than you~~ ~r me. BuVwe had no hard, 
·~ 

concrete evide~ce tp.at it was a Viet Cong . 
\! 

plot. I believed it was. I believe now 
. .,.:. . 

without any que:stion that it was. But 
I. 

., 
' ' 

O&:CW!AP 

.... 

·~· . 

; l 

• "1 

... 
I.. 
j~ . .. . ··.;;· 
1. 
i',' 
.... . , .. 

' '.' \. 
. ~. 

I.. ... .. 

·. 
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'" 

obviously our this 

-
becuuse/.\ among 

) I 

t overnment didn 1 t believe 

Bth~_!:1ings, (Henr0,cabot 

ib \(~ri~;,T~ich\~ong ~fl-'the 
Lodge 

l gave a .s'"' V-Nt.....__ 
J .;. ~ ,.,:;' /\ ,, 

U.S. 

Embassy/.\ and .. he _, __ was the ringleader. 
. ) . ~ 

\Alha t happenl? to. Diem in these 
I '-''· .... 

lv_,.,V 
years/.\ and N~/\ 

) ) 
as you see the~ as people, as persons? Do 

I ,: .. 
\. . 

. ' ~ . 

they.: change ,at ~.;all ?. It 1 s been suggested that 
I• • .\. 

. I~ 

" they become mor~ isolated. 
• .. .. 

This was one of- the favorite themes of the 

press!\\ and Mike }}.iansfield 1 s report to the 
) .,,,_ 

President . of, 1~~2~,which really drove the first · 

nail in Diem',r s ;~offin in my opinion, said this. 
"·· 

I " 

He had ·gotten wost of his information~I think~ 
I ,!:-; . ) } 

on this point f~om the. American press corps ... 
·\ 

in Saigon. And'.~. I think it was a mistake. I 
·-. 
u, 

think it was a.n:~ injustice. And I don 1 t think 
9- . ' 

~~nk that Diem or .. his government were any . ~ 

~ore isolat~d . J in fa~t, I think they were less 
,1, 

• isolated. (I,nti~ _rruptiorf] 
l; 

0 1 ~RIEN: Well, you 1 ve re~erred in your earlier inter-

. ~ .... 
'' .. 

·' ,. 
··' '{ 

view/.I as well as / a good deal of the writing about 
') · . .,_. ' 

Vietnam has tal~_edl.\ about the struggle he tween 
\ '• ~ ~ . ') 

Diem · and Ho Chi ~}'1i.nh for the allegi~e of the 

"'-· 

.• ·t, .. ,, ' 

I . -c 
1·· 

:·\ 
~:. 

t.-
"1 'I:• 

,\ ... 
l~-~~~"'f"'TIC•'J.f. - '~;'VJ"..,. .1~1'.f:· lfy.'.!"':;?.: kiii!Cf4D'&.ti!it4fl2-W.: f¢1 .... i-. .c,;~~~ ....,.,,.,,., "*""®5""-"..,""""·'•norm"'•-,__ __________ _ 
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'· 
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~ . l. 
I. 

"· 
Vietnamese people1, as nationalist hero. 

: ~· ) 
Do 

you see any. s h::i;:ft in that in Vietnam in the 
·.·· 

time that yuu'~e there? Do you see Diem's 
•I ·i,' 
\ 

popularity .as ~ kind of charismatic figure . \ . . · I ~ 

deteriorating? :~ 
c.--- .:·.:·: 

~e continu~:~ to be~not popular because 
) 

that'-s the wrorlg expression out there. No 
1 , 
·,., , 

political lead~F is· popular. He was respected 

in the sense , of;_. a good mandarin. This is 
I .;;: wcA,\\L~ ~ - . 

important becau:·f3e I\ geo~eadership is whether 
_,_ 

the man is j'.ust~'. and .whether he rules well. 
. -~ ~ 

It's not whether he 'reflects popular opinion. 
' . ·~ . -!-(~\ 9-

This doesn't mef:ill anything to/\h-1:-m. They think 

that's siilyLre':flec ting popular opinion. They J .,, 
want a just . per~_on, a per soil° who doesn 1 t steal 

·,, 
'-' 

and make crazy a·ecisions and involve them in 
•' 
" 

unnecessary difficulties and wars and things. . . \':: . 
\ 

Diem 1 s reput"i;i.ti9,n as a just leader in the prov-
,,-=· . ' 

• inces of Vie~nruyf where eighty-five per cent of 

· the people l~ve~~ was as high at the time of· 
I ?: 

his murder, . I tli-ink, _ as it was during any time 
t. ;, 

~i. 

of the nine year.:s of. his rule. He was respected 

'·' Cf/ as a just peison. in the provinces. In Saigon 

. i 

... 
·.{, 

, ' ,l -·~· 

·"· 

. ' 

·. 
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and in some o{:~ the o ther cities/\there was all :; ) 
kinds of agit a't ion against him and h is regime · 

.• \')\,~_J---

and his family; particularly the<B_~s. I 
_ ,.. J- ~ 

~ C,. l , 

thought the Saj:gon refle~ion was much over-
.... 

··:~ 

d6ne :i.n the , U. S . impression/.\ in the reporting 
. ~ . 7 

.~\-

and all. · I . thqught the provincial attitude 
" . ~ ~ 

of he.re's a gopd ruler, a just manr.-was ab sol-= L ) ,, 
utely ignored in our press~and I think this 

~ ' ) . 

had a profound .1'effect· on our government. To 
,·,_ 
~, 

answer your . qu~stion as well as I can, he 

. ;;[h:-:tY--never was charismatic in that sense. ~rn::i. 
i_· · 

image, that pic-ture/\doesn't fit political 
.: ) 
\. 

leadership in yietnam. 
· .. 

How about· Ho C~i Minh? 
;:'. 

He was respecteii, too. · This was a contest 
' 1:)- a-
l .· .. / 

between two .. nat:ionalists, .one a ~ommunists 
. \'\.., o~kt-f · .•.. -

1 ' ....... '·t· 
and/\'i::me not ·

1

a 2:ommunist, abhorring commun-
1. 

ism. But i doti"1 t think. . . . See, they 
.J • . 

" knew each o~he~;:. They lived on the opposite 
t: · 

sides of the P_~{uv.'0River near Hu~. Ho Chi Minh 

was somewhat 07~er .than Ngo Dinh Diem-)\ but 
. : I. . . 

they knew eel:ch ~ ;~the;r; they respected each 
' .. \~ . 

Ii. ' 

other. · . They cq:µld have worked this out 
''· 

•• t. ·. 

•·' ' I' 

1 : 
k 

·' ~~ ... 
·I . ... it. . 

I 
.1., . 

~-
I 

~ 

·, 
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.J .. 

. - ~ , .•..... -.. -..... _-. 

·-· .'.\..: 

I · 

.::.· 

'" 
' . 
~ 

b etween theml\ in:::my opin ion. I talked to Diem 
) ' l~· 

I .... . 

quite often . abo-l:i.'t this. 
·'· ·c-

Did you ever . se ~. any attempts between them to 
\ \ , . ' . . . . 

work ··things out? 
•,.,. 

0 

Not directly. But some of these reports that 
\'~ N\'\ '.1.. -~ 

~~as collabo~ating with the Viet Cong were 
. . ..-'"" ·. N \\ v... o-

p art of a plan ~hich~~d his brother> t he 
I . ~ ~ 

President ... ~ · The President knew all about~~~ 
~ . N~~~ 

Some Viet Cong leaders would come int~Ngu .r'"§J a 
1 " '. -fo 9" -.. - ----

office in th.e j~lace 
11

a:B:d talk about this pos-
., t • ()._/ 

sibility. And ·;\;hey .came under/! gentlemen 1 s 

agreement that ~'hey wouldn 1 t be nabbed while 

they were there. 
: ,!
;,. 

Were these same""kind of understandings present 
• ; • 8 · · ~/vo 1.-11 rv c; : .r:.. ~A.e.t•-' ,. :, l'iu..f -{-k .. :,_, o o' BR 1 s. rv : 

in terms of~wer~ you talking about the esca-
.c;::. .. . . 
I ·1 , 

lat ion thing~of·i keeping the struggle> keeping 
.) ,( . 

. . ' \. 
it down to a m~~~mum of infiltration north 

... r. ·. 

\H 

and south? Were there any understandings 
1.'J 

about that? 

I'm not sure> b~t r ·wouldn 1 t se surprised 
l ·p.. . . t::;' 

that it was men';~ionedti0 are we going to stay 
·.:: -

\ ··1.· 

with these sa.IDeE ground rules? I think so . 

" 

'' 

.... 
'" ..... 
')_~ · 
r • . 

-.. 
" " . ·;:• 
k 

·, 
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\: 
Just one final~thing on that ..... 

'· .. 
NOLTING: And I'm sure they said, 11 Don 1 t let the 

. O'BRIEN: 

· NOLTING: 

O'BRIEN: 

NOLTING: 

O'BRIEN: 

NOLTING: 

O'BRIEN: 

' ' 

·-'· 
.'Americans get "fuiy heavier in here. u And 
N \\v.. __.c..- ~. 
c!£g-uJs a id, ''Don~ t let the Chines·e meddle in 

"' 
this one.'' · · ··

'· 

What 1 s the reat.tion when Washington finds out,,, .. ~· 

or when the; g~~t knowledge of this)'~ about 
. / 

some of these ·$,.ttempts on the part of 
11
the 

plant: the ~o~:alled plan to work things out 
-~) 

between Diem ru\d the North Vietnamese? 
'1·:· 

Their reaction·,;¥as immediately treason. 

Treason? 
' ·-·,, ,/ 

At least so~e ~f the activistsrelt that this 
... 

was treasonable. And I got into real diffi-
,\ c ~ 

culties on occasion trying to say, "Wait a 
I ~~ 

minute. Maype-~t isn't so treasonable . . Maybe 
. ""ii:' 

"' this . is the .way_':". to compose this thing. Give 
~. \. 

them a chance . . ;. They' re not all that stuipid;;-, 
I ' J 

• and they' re not~~ going to betray us. 11 

··· •J\,., 

Well, there's j}::-st .9ne thing we have left to 
• ' i ' :,i • 

go,,, and that 1 $. 1~ • •· 
. ')' . l:_-t-

1~ ::i. ~ 7. 
I'm afraid I haVe to go. 

{I ' 
' ~- .. 

We can get tnat ..,.,next time. 
."i 

.,-

.... 'I. 
· .... 
;, 
::r 
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