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Oral History Interview
with
EDMUND REGGIE

May 24, 1967
Crowley, Louisiana

By John F. Stewart

For the John F. Kennedy Library

STEWART: Could you begin by first telling us how you
first came in contact with Senator Kennedy
or members of his staff?

REGGIE: I didn't Xnow Senator Kennedy. I didn't
even know Senator Kennedy existed actually
until the Democratic Convention in Chicago
in 1956. The Louisiana delegation aat righh
across the aisle from the Massachusetts dele=

gation. And there was just some interest in



this man they called Senator Kennedy. And
the first time I ever remember off seeing him 2?2
is in a film that he harrated. I think it
was ¥he Pursuit of Happiness; if I remember
correctly. And it was a tremendous, I thought,
a tremendous film, that he made an impact on
us then., But I might say this, I went to the
Convention as a delegate and as a delegate
from the South I was Named as one of the
Southern liaison contact men, who kind of
kept in touch with other Southern 2rlmgates
delegations to see that there wouldn't be a
walkout because, if you recall, the '52 Conven=-
tion had the walkout or the threat, and so
forth, and this time we kind of wanted to

-
keep everything on an even keel andfkeep
everybody in the Convention. I was a [Adlai E.]

Stevenson man and a great admirer of Adlai

Stevenson. And when it came to the choice



of the vice president, I went to the Convention
being for the key note speaker, Governor Frank
-é%%;;z7of Tennessee., Governor-éigéggyi;d been
in Louisiana. I had been chairman of the first
Governorss Day Dinner, it was a fund raising
Democratic affair and as chairman we had gotten ii&oﬂw“‘
fef%%%%fto address the group and the dinner,
And he was fantastic, of course, w knew that
he had ambitionsto get on the ')E'icket. and at
that time pledged our support to him, And so
I went to the Convention really being for him,
And at that point it was kind of being for him
against almost nobody because we didn't know
what the situation was going to be and then
later, of course, the move with [Estes] Kefauver.
But + ¢
[Earl K. ]
STEWART: Was Governor. . . « /Long was Govemnor at

that time?

REGGIE: Yes., Earl Long. Earl Long, with whom I had
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campaigned throughout the state was the Governor,
had just been elected and inaugurated in May,
just a few months before. And Mrs. Long, his
wife, was the Dem?cr7tic National Committee—

E 7 1 ;
woman, and Gié&igiﬁitﬁiii-was the National
Committeq;man./ And we had a pretty good
delegation, Géﬁiigieg#ééii and I, I think,
did most of the job, most of the work in getting
the delegates selected. S0 we went up with a
loyalist group, didn't expect any kmxwaitk
walkout problems, We knew that we were in
pretty fair shape there. Znd but after/the
very, oh, how long speech of Governor-éi;mét'
we realized tha he could not make it. And,
by this time, talk was getting to be pretty
strong for this young man, John F. Kennedy.
And after seeing that film at the €onvention

and seeing the dctivity in the Massachusetts
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delegation right across the way from me,

and I might just add that there was a==if

I remember correctly, he was the District
Attorney from Springfield, Massachusetts,

I don't remember his name, but I have
relatives who live in Bpringfield and so

we got to be friendly through that medium.

He didn't know any of my relatives but he
knew same of the addresses that I knew by
heart.

I can't think who it was, I lived in Spring=-
field for two years.

Did you? I'm pretty sure he was the District
Attorney. And he was, of course, very pro—
Kennedy. And so we got to talking about

this and then the sit .  «

It might=~-excuse me=—it might have been

/:-f_, P .
Eddie Bai&w&a.é>No. he was probably in

Congress at that time. I'm sorry.
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No. I met him, but I'm pretty sure it was
not. I kind of want torremember his name
as being and O' something.

LoAtsiie w7
Not '0*'Connor?

Could tha be it?

It possibly could be, O'Connor was later
Mayor of Springfield and ran for the U.S.
Senate in 1960,

I don't remember, but my recollection at
this date wbs that he was the District
Attorney, and because of that, my relatives
living there, we got this friendship going.
Than, of course, we were interested in some=-
body that the South could take and because,
as I tell you, we had had the experience of
the 1952 Convention. So we saw more glamour

coming, I don't know how, but it was coming

_pretty fést in this Kennedy thing. So

/

riE ~ !

and I both went to see Frank




L‘L i o f

: » and he knew that he was out of the
running, and we told him that we were going
to be with him and khkak if he in&isted

we had pledged to him and that we would try
::ﬂ move the delegation to him., He released
us, realizing, of course=-he, I remember, he
had a great big box full of telegrams in
there, cartons of telegrams of congratulations
after his kex:Bote address=--and so that night
when we were released we went to the Kennedy
hote| suite. And I remember Xkxk this ui: the
first Kennedy that I met, and it was [Robert F,]
Bob Kennedy. And the first reaction I had to
him was, "This little fellow, this young guy
here, doesn't even put brilliantine in his
hair," you know, Dry hair, kind of bushy.

I said, "Gésh. how can this young fellow

say who's going to be the vice president of

the United States?" But we talked with him
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and told him that we wanted to be for Senator
Kennedy, and Camilfe and I did. By that time
former Senator William F—iae.’d-e. who lived

at Monroe and :tn Shrgeveport, was a loyalist
Democrat, he came up to the suite also with
5 and he was a member of our delegation.
And this was going to be of some assistance
to us, if we could get his support, because
he had been a large contributor to the state
Democratic Party and he was interested in
going with us, with Senator Kenmdy.

Excuse me, was this before Stevenson made
the announcement of opening it or after?

It probably was before, wasn't it?

I think it was before. It was before., That
is correct, yes., It was before. We were

hopeful that he would do something for us,

or at least throw it open. I remember, and

it was before. S0 we, I remember meeting




Governor [Abraham ] Ribicoff, that was the
first time I'd met him, I remember meeting
him in the suite. And I really don't--maybe
John Bailey was in there, but I don't remember
that too well. But we talked with him and

t alked wth the Semtor and told him that we
thought we might be able to get some Southern
votes, because then 2 that timellt was going
to be apparent we were going to be facing

the Kefauver???//g;id so I had some, as I said,
on that liaison committee, although it was

a kind of a quasi-nothing committee, I had
some contact with members of the other dele-
gations, so they said, "Welly if you think
you can go, let's go."” So Camile and I

chose up sides, kind of., He took same delegates

and I tock some from or;her staes, and we

worked all r;j.ght. 56 I remember getting back
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td my hotel room, it was pretty late in
the morning. It might have been six, maybe
seven o'clock in the morning. And mu wife
was there, we were staying atéthe Palmer
House., Oér delegation was housed there.
And the closer we got into the thing, the
more exciting it was for me;;because it
locked like we were really going to have a
change. And we could sell Senator Kennedy
because of Kefauver's vote on the civil
rights thing. So we could make him mofe
the darling of the South, Kennedy was more
the darling of the South, if you can believe
that now, than Kefauver, And the Kefauver
people started with some k#ind of business
about some kimdxmf agricultural vote

thatgthe Senator had tgken; ,p!"hat was not

right. That was about the only two issues

e L T R LS
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that I remember that we could jockey for .
“him. %But an interesting thing in owr
delegation was that after the campaign
Gravel and I both campaigned very, very
heavily for Earl Long and we had put the
delegation together, but Earl Long and use=
will, we had become a little estranged from
him, because it was his political strategy

to sever himself from anybody he felt he

owed anything to and that way he could be

- his own governor and I £mkk guess, maybe,

there was a lot of strategy to that, gumf

a lot of good stragegy to that, too.

But somebody in the delegation from Baton

Rouge was related, was a kinsman of Kefauver,
and so Earl Long started out for Kefauver,
feeling that we were still for Frank eéi/timé.f
Well, in the mean time, we were getting out cict

delegation for=-quietly, away from Earl Long=e
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we were getting them for theFenator, for
Senator Kennedy. I think Earl Long was
at the races most of the time, or scmething§>
gt any rate, he wag away from and out of
touch, so when the caucus ., +

Trying to support you?

XEX3¥H Yes, one of those kind of things.
i:x told me the story yesterday.

Yes. Yes. So he was out of touch and
80 when the Senator came down to visit on
that morning,-f;; breakfast5>¥e had it
all locked up. So whenm our delegation, ‘~
Earl Long;was shockeé;ia amazement, went
with Kennedy,, there was no Clemet i;tegL)
in-fact, we went for the Senator. And well,
we stayed with him and I know, I remember
when he lost, he was across the aisle at

that point, a few feet away from me., No,

not,not e iééé, I mean at that night after
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the lose when President [Harry S;] Truman

was on the platform with Adlai Stevenson

and then Averell Harriman and then Kefauver,
and at that point the Senator was across the
aisle from me, not at the vote count, So
we started shouting, we wanted Kennedy, so

I went over and got him and a few of us led
him on up to the platform and later he was
to tell me that he watched the films many
times, and he said everytime he saw us going
up there he thought we were going up to win,
He said becase it was just so close, But
we==the Convention, of course, came to a
conclusion and I remenber walking out &f the
hall with him at the end, and I remember this
very, very, vividly, my wife and Senator
Kennedy and myself. Now this is a man that
four days before, we di&n’t know, but I jast

felt scmeﬂing; I cafAtt express it. I just




felt some sense of real A##ﬁberation, just
being around him, I was really taken with
him, campletely. I asked him where he was
going and he said well, he thought he was
going to go rest up awhile an& I later found
had gone ;
out he wamxygeiny to Eurppe, and we left and
said, in our paming at the Convention Hall
we said, "Well, let's stay in touch." And
sure enough, we did stay in touch.‘QWe got
him down here for a fund raising dinner
during the campaign and we brought him into
the | = -~ .. Festivel at Dperouzas
and ﬁe was a great attractionlyge just brought
him in that day in a plane, And incidentally,
they gave him, he was presented by the king
of the festival with the prize winning bushed
of sweet potatoes, a crate of sweet potatoes,

He told me later that he carried those sweet

potatoes all over the country before he ever
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got home, because when he left here he was
on a thing, and he said xmmiky, he doesn't
really

know/what happened to them, I don't know
whether he ever got them back home or not,
but anyhow, they stayed with him quite a

bit of way, and it was a kind of a joke.

He later referred to that trip to me, he

called it &he“OPoloosa{yinstead of App :(,f QRN
but I know that he kiddingly talked about

his great strength invggoloosa.%ﬁhé; he
campaigned in ILouisiana., And we got through
the campaign, and of course,‘@nverywhere

we went after the Convention we visited
relatives of mine in New York, vermont, and
Massachusetts, everything was Kennedy. He

was the great. « « « It wasn't Adlai Stevenson,
and it was't Kefauver. It really was Kennedy.
From that point on, I felt that he would be

President of the Unitedbtates. And %hight
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tell you this, just by way of a little aside,
in our family for many years-=-we're Catholic=-
and in ouwr family we say the Grace before
meals and we always add a Hail Mary, from
that Convention on, when we got back every
member of my family including my mother's
household, my mother and my sister, and my
two other brothers and my household, every
meal said the Hail Mary three times a day
for, praying really for his success,

Is that right? o ,((w

Yes, We all felt,'i;:iis;;d, Camihé and I
and Vick BussiEFelt that he was going to

be the President of the United States and
that he really desteved it. And we stayed
in touch and we were-==we tookaibeating in

this state, we lost the state in '56,

In *567
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We lost Louisiana. We carried it, incidentally,
in '52. But we lost it to [Dwight D,] Eisen=-
hower in '56. I was a=-this area's campaign
manager for the Democratic Ticket. I was gheir
master of ceremonies, I remember, at the
g;}atform, on the platform in New Orleasas

when Adlai Stevenson made his vigt. And I
couldn't help but just compare the two men

in my own mind. I remember he was very
interested, and at the very last minute
checking his script, his speech, and I just
couldn't help but think how much warmer

John Kennedy would be, éég 80 we, after the
flefeat of the Party 1n-;££lstate, we started
rebuilding it. We formed small groups like,
little splirter groups, like the United Demo=
crats of Louisiana, called it UDiL. We got

some good young men interestdd in it. This
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goung group really turned to be a John Kennedy
group. They were not the regular professional

elected politicians,

Was this by design or by accident? Or was it « « «

No. I think it was-==it wasn't really designed
to form a John Kennedy club, It turned out to
be that way because all of us had the same
ideas about this young man that we could identify
with, you know. Sena%c;r,: f.érr'xf;.‘;:s the time

went on, became a Lyndon Johnson man. Although,
Hale Boggs' position was never really too

clear we understood Jenerally he was a Lyndon
Johnson man i;g the 1960 Conventim drew nearer,
I remember talking to Senator Long, ha had an
assistant of his drive us around the state
Capital, several blocks around there, And

we rode, oijfl guess, f£&x mearly an hour,

and he was ﬁ:ying to?isiade me from Kennedy.
And said that he }ist couldn't make it,=md

it was just foolish and we ought to all stick
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together, and Lyndon Johnson has a close
relationship with him, it would mean a
great deal more for Louisiana, But we were
uifihdging. By that time we were in pretty
good shape party-wise, we had a pretty good

following and there wasn't really a city

that we didn't know samebody that would help

BU—v—T .

Léé's back up just a minute,

Sure.,

Was there any idea in putting together the

delegation that went to the '56 Convention

of who they were supporting for vice president?

No. I don't have any recollection of that.

This wasn't a factor at all in s@lecting

people?
No. No, the big factor that we had there, it

was a pretty foregone conclusimn that we were

all g=ikg going for Adlai Stevenson. Harriman
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had no support in our delegation, if I
remember correctly. But the vice president
was note-my best recollection was that we
didn't have any.

STEWART: Were many of the peocple who had been delegates
to the '56 Convention, d4id they switch over
to thés, or did they become active in this
United Democrats Bhroup?

REGGIE: Yes., Yes., Some of them spearheaded with us,

And, of course, we recruited some others,

The great number of them were from south
Louisiana, which is more Bemocratic than north
x_‘ouisiana. and of course, more Catholic than
north Louisiana, Our United Democrats, and
we hadthe Young Democrats also, which we re=

vitalized. éometims we had small numbers, but

we talked pretty big. We got some good press ~.ciis:i<

led

and made &t sound a lot stronger than we were.

e




I remember we had a meeting in Jennings once
of the seventh district Young Democrats, which

5 ]_E think, maybe
i

§ A

is this congressional district
in
we were twenty, but/the press you would have

[

thought we were throngs there, you know, jwst
pouring out. But we were able to get public
officials to give a little respect to}the
Democratic party and almost, when election
time came in south Louisiana, they had to go
along with us., It was a matter of not any
choice., It was a mattex{of the people wanted
the Democratic candidate.%;now. I must go
back to the summer of=--I'm going to refer to
this note here, that I wanted to. « « &

The exact dates. Well, one Sunday afternoon
in the summer we had an appointment to see==
it was the Sunday afternnon after a very large
fynd raising dinner, I think at the Shoreham

Hotel, It was a tremendous dinner. Thae was
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an upstairs and a downstairs. It was with

all the Party faithful and not?ables. We

went to the fund raising dinner, several of

us from Louisiana. And we had an appointment
with Senator Kennedy at his house., At three
o'clock in the afternoon we went to his home

on N Street@ I-forget;yes;N-Street., And
there I met Mrs, Kennedy for the first time.
Marshall Field was there and his wife., Marshall

Field was in one of the hring rooms and we

724 I; 4

L rais

were kind of saparated /,by a little arch way,

or maybe a little someth ing there., Mrs.
Kennedy and Mrs, Field were in the other,

Governor [/ ond] BAmmason of Oklahoma was

there.ﬁt*"'\(pne or two other persons, I don't
remember, But they finishdd with their business
befause owr appointment was then mkaxkmimgx
starting and that was the first time I saw

Mrs, Kennedyi@ the first time I had been to
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their home and the first time I had het
’Jéég;;; Smith, I d&nk didn't know Steve

before then. And they were very cordial

to us, At that point I remember very wall,

this was shortly after}/‘i_:_t_:& magazine state-

ment on the separation of church and state.

I remenber it was a short statement that . . .

I‘:‘ was in 1959,

1959, the sumwmer of '59.

Rjght.

And he was cathhing hell from the Catholic

press about the statement. Everybody, it

seemed had to pop of.f/ every dicscesan news=

paper in the United States had to be a big

man and junp on Senator Kennedy, and so we

discussed that, I remember-he said; “Well, -

I remember, he said, "Well, what do you do

in a case like that?" you know, he was just

a little perplexed. I offered my solution)
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I said, "We'll get a big churchman to make
the same statement, and to affirm what you
said."and then you'll no longer be the target,
but the churchman." The newspapers then will
be taking a shot at this big churchman and
they would never do it. So theg they would
shut up.? So the idea appealed to him
immediately. Now, of course, he may have

had the idea before and maybe he was just
skillfulé enough to let me think that it

was my idea, but he immediately told Stewe
to contact the Archbishéb.of Boston's Shortly
after that, if you recall, I think, before
thé;zgzéigvélub, the Archbishop did make

the statement., And it did cause the thing

to subside, I like to think that that was

one small contribution that I made to scme

strategy, but . . .

Was this a factor in Louisiana, erakwhaty—v—v—s
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I'm not at all familiar with how liberal or
| conservative the €hurch is . . .
; REGGIE: It wasn't, Well, I knew that our strength
} for Kennedy in Louisiana was going to depend
| upon the Catholic region of Louisiana which is
| south Louisiana, And that, incidentally, is
f the traditionalyloyal Democratic section of
: the state,, the fundamentalists are in k= north
; Louisiana, the Protestant group, and they're
; generally the anti=Democratic Party group.
So if we were going to carry this state, we
couldn't affor® to fall out with the Catholic
vote. So, now this was important as far as
we were concerned, that he not have a waﬁé&?
in the Churcgiwe were going to catch enough
hell about him being a Catholic and then much
less for the Catholics totturn on him. So

we were==]I was==and I think all of us here in

the state were concerned about that, that
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possibility. And at that meeting at his home
that Sunday afternoon we had=-I invited him
to come to the Rice Festival in CdnpuiiLl .
The Rice Festival was held in October of
1959, And without a moment's hesitation

he said, "Yes." And just abotit that point,

I remember ha had to see the Fields off at
the door, and so I told Camile, I said, "Boy,
he's coming to th%Rice Festival.”

Had you thought of this before . « &

Oh, yes, I had thought of it. ﬂknew that

I was going to invite him for it. I had the
idea that we had so many times thought of
Louisiana as being New Orleans. The Democratic
candidate, Adlai Stevenson, would for the

‘52 and the 'SGA;Skevﬁi;/ceremonial visit to
New Orleans as though that was going to take
care of Louisiana, But I felt that the votes

really were going to have to come soméplace

/



else and we might as well go where the
votes were for him, and move to the

position of strength, and work from that

position. So I went up prepared to invite

him, and he said, "Oh, certainly." -And-
ao_uhon~hewgotuback,wCamtt%—-oh, ggfore
he'd got back, I told Camilé that he's
coming to the Rice Festival. He said,
"Well, I didn't understand him to say
yes. I think that. . . " Camil& just
didn't believe that he was going to come.
So we had several other fellows therewith
us, and so when he got back % said, "“Now,
I understand that you are going to come."
He said, "Yes." He said, "You just tell
me when it is.” I said, "You know, we're

going to get a crowd for you of fifty

o

thousand people.” And he laughed, you know,

because Crowley is a small town and at that
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time was about fourteengyfifteen thousand.
And whe=sai®t; he laughed about a crowd of
fifty thousand. I knew that traditionally
our Rice Festival got a crowd of--we always
inflated the figure==but it always got a
crowd of about thirty-five to forty and I
figured with him coming we could ballyhoo

it up to fifty thousand., And I thought this

would be a good exposure for him. So he

accepted and said, "Work out the details
with Ted." So I did, I worked out the
details with Ted Sorensen. His visit to
Louisiana was primarily for the purpose

of the Rice Festival. In connection with it
i;ﬂ the night before, he came in, I think, from
£ Nebraska, he flew in in the Caroline, and

he came 1n£> I remember we stayed and we

had a fund raising dinner at the Roosevelt

Hotel, and we stayed in the same suite that
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he had stayed in on a previous visit when
Ted ¥ad coe with him for the %1~ﬂ¢\‘3“'—'

thatzé?during the '56 campaign, and it was

the most prestigious suite there, the inter-

national suite at the Roosevelt., H&, I
remember we had a little entertainment

after. Camile had arranged to have one of

the French Quarter pianistesingers sing

the little ditty about him and it was wery
funny and he had a real kick out of it.

The afternoon of the dinner, coincidental

with his being there, the news=-=the television
newsmen, or some group of news gatherers, I
don'#® know exactly, my records would reflect
t he name of that gpoup, was in convention in
New Orleans and so we worked out an appearance
there forhim., I remenber very well, he walked
there from the Roosevelt Hotel, it was at the

St. Charles Hotel, he maE=mXx walked with



president of St. Mary's Dominican College,
add Phil went over with him, and I think
his appearance there was a real.'é% course,
where &ver you exposed him, you know, he was
fantastic. But maybe I'm getting ahead on
my story.

This hadn't been planned at all, this
appearance?

That appearance had, but just coincidental.
When they found out he was comeing and their
convention was coinciding then we worked out
the arrangements for his coming,

I see.

I might say now, that we're talking now in
terms of 1959, At that point, Louisiana was

|

oy S
embroiled in its own Democratic Gubeézxeefak
vho
Primary. camile Gravel¥®/had been my very
gclfsfe/:s S.] Morrison
dear friend,went WithKQEPt Mexxizsey, and 1
CHepe

thought that I was going to go with Morrison

!
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with him. I didn't. I went with Fimmy i e
Davis. Camilé had strong feelings and we

had a parting of the ways temporarily there.
And we were a little on the outs, maybe more
than a little, to such a point that we couldn' t
work together for the Kennedy vii t. And, of
course they realized it ami Bemefet w;s
named as kind of thke Lousiana liaison man

for that visit. [Lawrence F.] Larry O'Brien,
that was the first time, I ever heard of

Larry O'Brien, Larry came down and we set

up what the schedule was going to be. I think
Pierre Saligger was just going on the John
Kennedy staff them because they said that

they had a press man now, somebody, this man
named Salinger. I remember speaking to him
about the trip on the telephone. He was just

a newcomer to that phase. }} But when thefrip

plans were made known to the Senator, I think

he got excited about it ad then he planned
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for Mrs, Kennedy to'iim in New Orleans, which
she did. Incidentally, her clothes got lost,
heﬁkuitcase got lost and so she wore the same
clothes during the whole visit. And so, after
t he dinner that night in New Orleans they went
out together, they hadn't seen each other for
a vhile and I think, just to be very nice, I
said, "Do you want any of us to show you the
French Quarter?” And he said, "No, I think
we can find it." Realhﬂjthey were kind of
anxious to get rid of us anyway. So they went 7,
Lucky Pierre's, I remember that very well,

#istened to some music there/and they made
' through =

/4

the rounds x& the |/, ¢v» -+ :ec, And the next
moriing km we had two plane loads coming to
Lafayette. My father-in-law.?;adjz )
was going to be the host at a luncheon, and

after the luncheon we were going to bring him



here for the Rice Festival, which was in
progress that day. So Mrs. Kennedy didnt
get up earlg enough to go with ws, éut
Steve did. Steve and camile and Senator
Kennedy and myself went in a limousine

to a Knights of Peter Claver Hall, a Negro
group met there, and 1 remember they had
some beautiful red roses tgzgi: they were
going to present to Mrs. Kennedy and he
accepted them for heﬁD aaé-ge made a very
nice talk to the group. It was not a
large group, just filled a comparatively
small room, it was not a large thing. And-
I remember he referred to Franklin Roosevelt
in his talk, and I had been a Franklin
Roosevelt admirer since I was a child, so

I liked that part of the talk a great deal.

He made a very good impression with the

group.(jWé left because we were coming in
[
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on the Caroline, and we had chartered another
plane, a Trans-Texas DC-3, because we had
thing
planned to bring into the Kennedy kkerm, the
Kennedy visit,all of the governor candidates

Qr‘r'r'. RN V)

and were able to do that. ‘e had Jimmy Davis;

ZZAV““IJJUOE

we had AJimmy Note, who was Earl Long's can-
gf’ ‘w{’ t'&*;-':s] .

didate; and we hadAgggﬁg-Morrlson. They
were the main candidates. /e had them on
the same plane and, of course, this took some
jockeying, you know. +e had Congressman

s 4 2
S NS SR R e—was—T, A, Thompsogfsb
who was our congressman in the seventh district,
and IZdwin Willis, who is the congressman still
from the third congressional district. .le had
planned to have them introduced, ./illis =as in
Lafayette, since that's in the third district
and Thompson introduce Xennedy here in this

district. It wrk worked cut very nicely,

QiJe got to Lafayette and we had, I thoujht, the
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' thing really layed out beautifully. As he
got off the Caroline we had a red carpet out
at the airport for him. When he and Jackie
got offw{they were just really taken aback
with it., There were a lot of high school
students who came from school. I rgmember
some of them lut:;:nd to be Mmhool
children because they werqgirla wearing

uniform, I think the Mt, Carmel brown and

wh:l*l:e&7 anéd as she got off the plane some

child got up and came up to her and presented
Cﬂ 27 1L [7&44 =

her with two eamelias_ard Lafayette is a J

7 ranllias

very beautiful flower city and its camelias

are beautifu;—presented her with two perfect
G? ,jct»L&_‘—G
camelias, She was just taken with them and

seemed to be most appreciative. As she got

off the pland and he got off whe looked up

before he did, and we had an airplane going
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around with a streamer on the tail end which
said, “Welcome, Senator Kennedy."
Well, you didn't miss anything.
And she was really taken with that, you know.
So she showed it to him and, of course, the
Mayor was there to present him and the radio
people were there, but not television. The
radio people were there, I don't remember
if TV people were there, but Iknow that they
were interviewed by radii; :adio tBansmitter
car, Coming out of the airport, this is the
kind of fellow, I just can'ttell you, there
standing in the shadow was a former third
congressional district congressman, who went
to the €ongress the same time Jack Kennedy
went to the Congress, and I said, just as we
went by, I said, "That man ower theré}s
Derieniasarsz ‘
Jimmy PeMagio.®And he served in the Congress

with you.," And so he went over to him and

S ———
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I introduced them, and, of course, he picked
it up immediately, named what Congress they
served together in& you-—know,;—and ghere was
thie man, kind of, you know, on the side-—
lines, had had Hs year, you know, and had
been defeated for the United States Senate
and was an outsider, But here was this
bright John Kennedy making him feel like,
"Boy, I remember when we were back together

in the Congress."” Just as we left there I

introduced him to my oldest bsother, Emils

1 and I said, "Jack, I want you to meet my
brother, Emik, " ::d something to that effect,
And he said, "Hello, Emil§" And he sounded
like, you know, God, darn, he'd been waiting
to meet Bmil;, you know, for all week, But
not i:hony. this is the thing that I want to
say to you, it wasn't the ysual thing that

people associate with the political clap-

trap or the insincerity. It was juste=he
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meant it, I think he meant that he was glad

to meet my brother, or he certainly made us
feel that lay.?.‘) Well, we got out from the
airport, we had twelve white 1958==because
the '59s were not out--'58 Cadillacs, all
white, four door, exactly same model, and
we had them all marked, who was to ride in
each automobile, each of thke governor can=
didates and all of the protocal was worked

out, We had a man with an electrcf:fied megaphone

who announced where everybody was going to

go, 8o we had it well organized except for

one little thinga a state representative who
was the Speaker of the House?drove up in a
black Cadillac and he wanted his in the dealg
so I remember, our public relations ma@rwent
to him and said, "Iﬂe_ known you all my life

¥
I have great respect for you} I know you're

a friend of my father's, but I'm begging you,
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pleaszedon't put that black Cadillac right

in the middle of a dozen white ones,"

The white 6adillac idea, I think, really
fascinated Jack Kennedy. It was a kind of
a little special touch, you know& go we went
from there to the Oakborn Country Club where

we had a very beautiful luncheon., There were
SO “ 4 L0

e

maybe three hiindred and fifty, or fouw -hundred
guests, Steve Smith and Larry were in the
group and they were taking care of everything.
I remember Ed Wikkis had just voted against
something that }abor didn't want him to vote
for. Ed was introducing the Senator, and
VICIC BUQSIE
he talked on and on, and Piek—Bussey was there
it
at head table with us and kkexas was a great
a{/& »fﬁ(',eé;(_‘-—a i ﬁ
big apology to,the AFL-CIO for his vote. So
finally I wrote him a note and said, "That's

enough, Ed, we've got to go." We were due in

Crowley at two o'clock for the crowning of the
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quéen, he was going to crown the Rice
Festival queea. 5o finally, I just tugged

at his coat and said, "®lease, stop.” He
firlly stopped and introduced the Senator,.

I couldn't eat, I was too nervous, but the
Senator ate all of his dinner and ate all

of mine, his salad and mine.

Really?

Yes. Jackie was excited, and she ate, I
though, pretty well. But I said to myself,
"Gee whiz, when I run for office I lopse
weight. This guy's going to gain weight,*

if he eats like that." You know, iﬁre can
eat like that 8uring the campaign, it's really
something. And we had a very delightful
luncheon, as I said, my father-in-law was the
host for it@-aai we had balloons all over the
hall with his picture on them. I have one in

my desk here, still, I keep as a memento of it,.

i ae” Gt e

T
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a picture of him and it said, "Welcome, gack}"
and they were on #£icks. Shewm was taken with
that, you know. People came up and talked to

o e s
him and it was a remarkable,)of them had read

the book Profiles in Courage, and it seemed
that that was the moste=-that was the closedt
link &kWmk they felt with him, was the book
Profiles in ggygggg@;:hey talked with him and
some pxE people kmkm talked pretty intelligent
about it. They commented, you know, I remember
a bank president from Lafayette, Walter Schrader
came to him ard said, "I didn'tunderstand why

you Brought [William Howard] Taft in, and

e Wi

vhy you d4id this.” And you know, talked to

him from an analytical standpoint, like the
book had really been read, it wasn't just small
talk. And of course, he was just, I can't tell

you, he just tock everybody. Grant never took
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Richmond like that. So in the big, big hurry
we left the Oakborn and Steve and Larry and

;J,_; uugy OUr photographer-/(because we had
t@photmraers assigned to him, who tool@
pictures all during the day, of everything;\.’
Well, this woman photographer was in the State
Police carqp// which was the lead carg and then
we had motorcycle men, well, that was the most
dangerous ride I've ever been xkmu through in
my}.ife. We drove at speeds up to %dred
and-fk€&y ten.

STEWART s Really?

REGGIE: Yes, It was a terrible deal. I had been told
that he didn't want sirens, and so, because he
didn't want the fuss, you know, but we just had
to make it because we had a television schedule
for the sxmsakr crowning of the quem,f"i:re had

a radio schedule to make and we just couldn'tg

the contest was over and you had to crown the
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queen at the end of the contest. So we had
a radio contact to the platform from khs

us every instant, so theyknew wmkmxz where
we were and how much time they had to stall
for, we had the judges bring the girls out
another time and another time, Everybody
just ﬁgﬁgg;gg themselves for Bs. The master
of ceremonigE) on the platform, byt #e way,
is the present congressman, he was not the
congressman t hen, he was just a practising
attorney here, Edwin Edwards, And we kept

and he

him posted,/kept the crowd going. Well, I
sat behind the driver in the first white
Cadillac, which was behind the state police
and mweExykitdmy we had thesemotorcycle men,
also. Jackie sat to mk right in the middleg”
on the back seat, and T.A. Thompson, who
wore a white suit that day, and was getting

progressively drunk as the day wore on, and

we had martinis before lunch, and he must

i R B |
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have really had the martinis pretty good because
he was feeling no pain by that time. The Senator
sat in the front, he wanted to sit next to the
driver. We Wwere having this terrific drive

and everytime we got in the curve he would look
back over his left shoulder and look through
the rear view window and to see the twelve
Cadillacs, those white Gadillacs, it was a
fantastic sight. And I mentioned to you abot
thesiren, he gave us=~he said, "Sure, go

ahead, this is., « « «+ We've got to get there."
So we had the state champion motorcycle driver
in the state police, a fellow named Veyon,

I think, who was absolutely the craxiest

man I've ever seen in my lief. We couldn’'t
stand to look aut, I know Jackie put her

kait hand over her eyes, she could/nt look,

none of us could stand it, , he at these fantastic
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speeds, I can't tell you how fast he was
going, would stand up on the seat of the
motorcycleﬁ)gpw it didn't blow him off,

I can't tell you. And then lie down on

the back and drive in the left lane and &
meet the oncoming traffic in a two lane
highway, motioning them off, and, of

course, they didn't know where he was coming
from and you cald see these cars, you.know.
just make these mad darts, How we got
through without killing ourselves, or killing
somebody,

gxxsetves is a living miracle. It's the
worst ride I've ever been in in my life.

She was very interestdd in the brama cattle
that we had and we were talking about, I
remember, about them mixéng braman cattle,

you know, the sacred cow of India with the

Black Angus and she asked a very sensible
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question that I didn't know. She said,
“Well, when theg're crosseé#, what do they
look like?" I said, "I don'tkow. I know
they've been crossing them here for years,
but I don't know what they look like." X
"Do they imskexmmxmxk look more like the

Angus than not?" But Thompson kept on and
he was gettingi-.;:::;:éc'was just absolutely
terribleb”&ha back seagfz;s an ordeal having
him and, of course, )ExgEsidwboliwAEXFuRE
but the Senator was just so kindZ about the
whole thing, you know, and I think she wa

a little less indulgent.«’?;/f{aut we got to
Crowley and we pulled around the court
circle and as planned the Crowley High School
band was playing "Dixie." After it was over
1 aéked several people, I said, "Wall, why

didn't the band play louder?" They said,

"My god, the band was playing with all of

o
pes
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it8 might." But there was a fantastic cr:yad
that you can't imagine, It actually enveloped
us, He and I walked up the platform together.
When we got up he turned to me and said, "My
God, the South has risen again.," Ozt there
e, Time carried
their lead political stxdy of the week. They

had a reporter with them, and they-carried
they carried a police estimate of 97,000.

Our estimate was a 120,800  some ofd thousand/,

{>ur police estimate was, 8o to give you
angidea. if we were off, we still had a
fantastic crowd.

STEWART: And the normal crowd is =ik forty or fifty
for these things.

REGGIE: That's abotit right. We always say it's more

but the truth is kkmk about thirty-five to

forty-five, somethihg like that. But we had
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televised his picture with the stalks of
rice.ags little promos on the television
stations around the state, saying that

Senator John F, Kennedy would be here.

And people aame from everywhere., He was
presented with a rice hat, and although 1ater£ﬂ
I've read soe writers who said that he

that
didn't want to wear the war bonnet kuk the

Indianx anS”;;¥ZI;n't do certain things,

he wore the rice hat, in fact, we have
photographs . «

Did he really?

Oh yes, we have a photograph of it right
there.,

That is unusual, ¢»3j~

HE aid wear it. And we had a hat of grains
of unmilled rice gu glued on and he wore the
hat and made a talk.and just before that we
had called on Jackie at the Oakborn, at the

luncheon, to make a little talk and she spoke

o
R
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a few words in French, which was a real
great surprise. But on seeing the size

of the crowd, he said, "Well, Jackie

will say something." And she said, "No."

I think she got a little cold feet on

the thing, I couldn't balme her, it was

a fantastic drowd. 5o he said, "No, she'll
speak.” So I had to do the introducing and
eamite; Ttold-Camile,~I-said, Camilé said,
"Introduce Jackie." And I said, “"Well, she
says, ‘'No.'" He said, "Well, he said, 'Yes.'"
So I said, "Okay." 8o I, in my introduction
said that we had all heard a great deal
about the Irish in John Kennedy's history
but something that had not been said a great
deal was the French in Mrs. Kennedy's blood-
lines and that it was our great pleasure to
present Jacqueling. There's a picture wixk
of him with the., « « »

STEWARTs Just let me;'stop.
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So I introduced her, and I shall never

forget that beautiful young woman stepping

up to the microphone, in a very, ®soft

soft voice said, "Bonjour mes amis." I

can't tell you what else she said, because

I couldn't hear, but when she said, "Bonjour,
mes amisa" you could jist hear the screaming,
When I tell you screaming, it was just
unbelievable, the applasse, the mmmx shouting,
it was just something out of this world.
Although I don't speak French, those who
translated it said she said{: she was very
happy to be here in south Louisiana because
her father had told her when she was a child
that Louisiana was a little corner carved

out of France, and France planted here. gnd
she had a great love for France and since

she herself J‘Fn;;.f » you know, French ancestry
that she was glad to see for herselfjd\l";ix"at

her father said was true, that this was the
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beautiful part of France. Well, I'm telling
you, it was something else.é$ﬂht made a very
nice talk. I had written Ted and setting
out everything, you know, about everything,
all the background, the socio=economic
factors€>gg didn't do anything with that.

He didn't talk about any of that, he talked
about General Winfield Scott, and that was
his old thing that he had used several times
I had heard him. Said, General Winfield Scott,
vhen going around the coungry checking the
pulse to see if he was going get the votes
said he was going x around to see about
hospital facilities or something. He was
kind of unlike Winfield Scott, of course,
everybody certainly knew he was running

fof the #residency. He crowned the queen
and Time magazine repﬁrted erroneously that
he conservatively did not kiss the queea.
We'll show you pictures of him kissing the

queen., They said he didn't but he did.
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And they showed in Time a photograph; that
was their political photograph of the week
of him crowning the queen )b\rt the writer
said not kissing her. And is it time for
you to change?

No, that's all right. I just have to-=-It
goes the (yaux way.

Oh. And so we started out after his talloz
which was = very good. We had staged a
little bit of theatrics ourselfes. We had
banners across the road saying, “"Welcome
Jack Kennedy," and "Welcome Senator Kennedy."
We had a group of young people wimgx with
placards in the audience « « »

II TAPE I

And. they would hold up placards and some

of them you can read in the pictures., Stuff
like, "Jack Likes Jackie, Jackie Likes Jack,
We like Jack and Jackie, We love Jack and

Jackie" -and something like that., We like
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rice, we like gravy, but we sure love

Jack Kennedy." e like our coffee black

and love Jack Kennedykn the white Houe,"

And all this kind of stuff, Some of

the merchangs in town, one merchanfz m=
particularly, Emilf Joseph, who was a local
hab%éasher, had his window dreseed up and
had-a-many had a great big photograph of

Jack ﬁennedy blowp up in his windowg and

we had fow manniguesa saying, the East

loves Jack Kennedy, the ¥¢St and the ththé
and the south. Ang going throughvé‘%e T/,,_,
parade, my wife rode in the car with us,

with Senator Xennedy and his wifec)gg had

a chauffé;, and that was the first Ex&ykx'59
Cadillac that I'd seen iﬁ wgs a '59 cadillac
convertgble that they bad brough#in especially
for it, it was just a branﬂ;kgwé automobilec)

a3 we led the parade and the peopé were just)
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you just couldn't hear anything, it was

just unbelievable, screaming and everything,.
They would run out to tbaFu. many of them,
and talk to herénd this was a very interesting
point to me. They would talk to her in
French, and she would just give them soe
little, thank you, or something like khimgy
that., I remember one lagly running out to—the
in the crowd y and/this was planned by this
woman mbcknawngé' to us/ and brought her

some pralines that she had md@and gralines
you know, is a southmxrx Louisiana confection.

It's a sugar and pecan confection and so we

T ame on through) the parade and after that

was over we went to my home to where we had
a reception for himoimm. _gf. course, he had
metr all of my family at the luncheon earliex;

and we had a receptiai there., We had invited,
- 200
I think, sometjing like nine hundred people.
/200
And I guess, mybe, twelve hundred came,

B B = o
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yﬁch more., Because the whole Lafayette
crowd came over, I guesé::a couple hundred
from there along. And we started out with

a receiving line in the house and then
finally we just couldn't do it, it over®ame
us., So we finally went in the yard and

had a receiving line in theyard. And he

took a swim., We had police protection for
him to keep people away. I remember a
photographer came up and a television station
wanted to film it and I stopped Hm and he
said, "No,no, let him.," So Phil-gﬁégﬁngL

and Steve and Jack and myselfélook a dip

after the parade and Jackie and my wife
rested., And we swam a little bit and he
enjoyed that, it was to give him a little

resﬁ period, I remember when we were dressing,
he borrowed a bathing suit of mine, and when

we were dressing we talked almut Thompson.

I said, he said, "It looks like your congressman
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/S
had a little too much to drinkl" I said,
¥ -said-

“Yeaj‘” BuE-you-know, he's kind of developed

a little drinking problem,"“which he had .
“You-kmow

And he said, "It's very easy in Washington.

%fellcw comes up and he doesn't know any-

body really mmdtxkhe and gets a good staff

to take care of his correspondence and he

can find a little cuppy hole and kind of

just get lost."” But we had a swim and

generally they gave him a little privacy

and we have the films incidentally.

Oh, do you.
Ny ,{)}r/

- @£ the swim on motion pictubr, We ‘got them

from the teleyision station, They made an
extra set for us. And then we went in the
house and he was going to scak in the bath
tub after the swim, They were using my |
daughers bedroom and the bath, it's like
a]little suite., Doris, my wife, left Jackie

\

in the bedroom, going to thrkitchen to get



YL

Jackie a bowl of fruit, Jackie in the mean-—
time left the bedroom to go to some other
part of the house to do something else. [_Eo
Jack came to the bedroom, we'd gotten out\of
swimming, and then told Steve to go and get

a brief:/?:aae )they wanted to check something.
So Steve went to get the bti.eg}ase in another
part of the house, my wife and my mother then
were returning to the bedroom to bring the
bowl of fruit and the door was closed. We
have sliding doors. So theyknocked on the
dom'& Jack was undressed, knowing it was
Steve with the brief:Ease. opened the doorg
my mogher knowing that it was Jackie, or

my wife, they opened~-~he was naked as a jay
bird. So he grabbed the fruit with one hand
and ‘closed the door with the other. My wife
says that my mother,xﬁ who is a very deeply

religious woman who goes to mass and communion
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everj( day, made the sign of the cross,
in Lebanese, made the sign ofthe cross in
Arabic very quickly, of course, knowing

( zfjjfc; IO
that that would dispelg Bekezeebub, you
know, and make it all okay. But it ==
was one humorous thing, you know., We
had=-when he was in the whiteliouse we had
talked about, you know, she whould really
go on I've got a Secret, ‘because that's
quite a secret, you know, she had seeng
him in his birthday suitJ But we had this

tremendous crowd and people, I just—eca't

a0’/ tell youéthe way people just took to him,

just unbelievable nw.ff/’.‘_And, now let me

brag about outr'} critod again, because I am
proud of the crowd that came. I talked

with sane of the p%pl_e of his staff and

they believed like I be&z;n that this was
probably the largest crowd that he had\Z prior

to the nomination. Yo ¢+ YOou get a hundred
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thousand or better in a city of fifteen
thousand, it's really something. I mean,
you've ot to have something, and he had
it. And so after the reception, we went
to the airport@ but he would not leave
the houﬁ .-/\‘and of course, KRkExEmEXERNE,

W this made quite
/L/éaét{a é’
an impression on me, i;t-m all the hubub- ~

because he had anotker engagement in Lake
Charles, a dinner that night, and this
impressed me a great deaﬁ?\‘}(e wouldn't

1 éave the house until he wel;t to see my
mother, it was not only Doris, but he went
to see my mother and kissed her good-bye

and thnaked her for everything., ANd that
was a real human touch, you know, He really

didn't have to do that. #And they were jwst

both so very, very —




nice. One of the blown up photographs was
Country Club
brought from Oakborn/to Crowley and he
autographed it for my father-in-law, which
he keeps in his office. And it was one of
these grateful kind of autographs, you know,
it was not just a cold ' warm regards”thixg .
We went on to the airport, to the Crowley
Airport, by that time the airplanes had
moved over from Lafayette. The airport in
Crowley is about eight miles from the city
80, again, the Cadillacs, you know., He and
Jackie were sitting £#n the front seat and
I swear, they were just like little love—
birds. They were really. . « « Almost to
a point of embarrassment, on my part, kind
of fe].t like. « « « You know, I kind of
thought, well, you know, after all) this
fellow, I mean, you can't go around just

whispering to your wife and chuckling, pecking

S————S A e re-n e navp——a
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REGGIE:

her on the cheek. I mean I kind of, to be
perfectly frank with you, I thought mapbe

the Boston conservatism and, you know, you
read so much about them being so, you know, « « «
Sedate.

Yes. Yes. That kind of thing. But they
really were., Of course, they were lonesmnme
and they hadn't seen each other, and he had
beeqbn the trail quite a bit. But we flew
together in the Caroljne to Lake Charles, and.
of couw se, he was met there with a fine group
and they had a beautiful dinner and he made

a talk and he borrowed my cuff links that
night because he had forgotten his cuff links.
And he returned them, he's a good borrowerZ:
80 he returned them, He headed on back that
night, I think, to someplace in the Midwest
maybe. « « « I did remember, but I don't
remember now, Maybe Nebraska, or Wisconsin

or somewhere. And that was a great highlight.
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STEWART 3 I got the story yesterday of the song that . .
REGGIE: At the airport?

STEWART 3 This is . . &

REGGIE3 John—Pettowss [Z.c. v | G prraih

et NFRAL A

STEWART: _Jphn-Fellows,yes.
REGGIE: Yes, that was a little thing that I really

forgot to tell you,

STEWART 3 It was cute, she told me.,

REGGIEs It really was., We eliminated, in the song
she eliminated all the other candidates.
You know, Hubert Humphrey was too windy;
and Adlai had had his try; and she went
through all of them, just dismidésed all of
them. And there he is listening to the
song. There's a photograph of him, and if
you don't think he was enjoygdg it.

STEWART s I was looking at that,

REGGIE: Up, the top one. The top one.

STEWART 3 Oh,yes, yes.
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REGGIE: And e was thoroughly enjoying tlt song.
And when they got to Hubert and she talked
about Hubert Humphrey, and how she dismissed
him, (lhe really chuckled then, That was
real good, you know. And, of course, she
dismissed L.B.J. [LyAdon Baines Johnson]
and all of thems I left him in Lake Charles
that night and I had a driver who drove me
back home. We were all knocked out by then,
We had just been, we had been touched,zmi
moved, excited, and I cant &ell you wvhat,
but it was a great, great, experience.
Then we set out to continue thés thing.
I'm of the opinion that that's whg he carried
the state of Louisiana, that trip. He made
no visits into this state, except 'P";;ac;na.
which we really don't count as Lg}:isianf:.

Y//,( A ir MG R

I saw him during the campaign at Texacana.
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I had seen him, by the way, incidentally,

» .at my home we had a private meeting with

%l;?imﬁ§’navis. And Davis, in my bedroom,
promised him, and he told Davis, I said,
I kind of gave the preface because I had
the arrangement with Davis because that
was the root of my support, was that he
would have a ded#gation that would be
favorable to John Kennedy and so he pro-
mised that.

STEWART : X Davis did.

Lf"[,']‘, AT P <

REGGIEs Jimmy Davis promised him in my bedroom.khak

I remember we had a chaise lounge and Jack
wags on it and had his footkt¥£$és :p on it
and Davis was sitting there and kind of a

solemn kind of a fellow, ﬁiﬁé;géiéﬂigi; and
he iaid, Jack said, "Governor, I don't want

you to stick your neck out.” He said, "We're

going to go into the primaries. If we don't

-



-65=

make a show, we don't want you to hurt your-
self.” And he said, "Nor, would it do us
much good if you jumped out and said, untimely
f;om the South that you were for me." But

g
he said at the time, he said, "We can work

-

A rrevnaBes

out the timing on it." Now Jimmy Davis wasn't

elected yet, you understand. I understand

that the same thing waa}lone with Morrison.

So later after his election, J:I.mn;gnavis was

to repudiate that on the grounds, and this

was something that I never quite understood,

on the grounds that Camile, who was Q’UMorrison,

had tried to get the Kennedys to get +——_ 1
COPE

€o+— A of AFL=CIO to withhold an endoreement

of Morrison. No, to endorse Morrison, I'm sorry,

and to withhold any endorsement of Davis. This,

Bxmxyiing everything then started turning.
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And then Bussey was then moving to Davis'
side and had indicated that that was true,

i1
I asked him specifically andihad indicated
thaﬁgthat was true., And then the story had
even gotten so fantastic . . .

COPE

Wait a minute. Geke was helping Morrison

you said,

Yes.

/- .
-‘..’«'/. D A

But Bussey :5- for Davis?

Davis. And had convinced Davis that there
was this.ff-ﬁfﬂﬂ $>v*,ﬁnd Davis used this

as a release., Very frankly, I don't think
anything like that evenf)happened. I took
a%rip to Washington and I saw the Senator

and I said, "Now this is what they're saying."
He said, "Camile calldd me. And he said, "Why
the hell he put me in the thing, I don't know.'
But he said, "He did call me and he said he
talked with Jim McDevitt and said, 'Are you

making an endorsement?' and they told him that



-67=

thgy were not, or something to that effect,
in the Louisiana primary. And he just called
L e
Camile back and reported that/\ And the thing
that got blown up and got him6 all involved
in the thing, but I think that it was really
uaed., Because I remember, Steve was in the
Esso Building then, and I remember him getting
Steve on the phone and he said, "Steve, now
e aivs
what did we tell them?" He just recided
exactly the conversation, and he said, you
see, he said, there was nothing tot., I
wouldn't mix up anything. And he said, "
another thing, he said, \‘__:!:f I couldn't stop
an endorsement of ¥ a thing like that, then
I would be in pretty bad shbée@" b:):hich was
true, if he &lf;d/ had mkx that much influence
at that stage in the game, then he would
be in pretty bad shape; But I think it was

a Davis dodge beclgse Davis was to become
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an ultra-conservative, and it was a Davis
dodge. I remember he got flaﬁgrgasted at
it, irritated, Kennedy did. He stuck his
foot up on his desk, just like this, and

he said, “If Jim Bavis"~=he didn't say

1 Lo rih e
. Jimmy, we never called Davis, Jim,
\‘ .

His real name is Jéﬁhy.lfén't ir?

He used to be called James H, Davis, but

now he calls it Jimmy Davis, hiw whole office
says Jimmx. But nobody ever calls him Jim,
But he stuck his foot up on his desk like
this and said, "If Jim Davis wants to make
that kind of deal, you just tell him I'll

get the nominatiom and I'll be President of
the United States.” And you know, that really
took me, I said, you know, that's really
okay, I mean, I like that‘o yeulnows So I
said,“Okay, that's good enough and we'll just

proceed on that basis.”;}So I came back and



aried to talk to Davis, but there was no more
talking. I mean, he wanted to be out of the

Kennedy thing anyway. I think much of that,

frankly tell you, I think much of that came

ouwr elected wfficials who were for L.B.J.
Russell Long was an L,B.J. man and Russell
Long was a Jimmf:Davis man, They had to
release Davis from that committment, and, of
course, find a good reason, that was it. I
think that was the patsy in the daal. So.
the delegation was named, it was a terrible
delegation 1§3$60 Convention. Oh, I've got
to go bakk to this., The Wisconsin primary,

we were all so excited about it, everything(>

-atuﬂ.yakad mixed feelings, of cowrse, after

he came out., I got ten friends,after that
-}mzx:‘
here, to put up a hundred dollars,and I brought

the thousand dollars and gave it to Ted and

said, “Mybod. don't go to West Virginh,™yeu
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know, but if you do, at Reast, this is from
Crowley, with love and kissed." And so each
of the fellows got a Dear firstename=letter
you know, which they treasure very much.

And he went to West Virginia and Xxwummx from
that point on I guess they were just, . . .
You know the whole stooy. And I was a delegate
to the @onventio, but my judgeship came up at
the same time, and I got through the qualifying
timq%funtil one minute to five when it closed
and I drew an opponent at one minute to five,
one minute before the closing, so I had to
stay here, so I resigned from the delegation,
but I spoke with Bobby several times and with
others, and kind of stayed in touch during

the Convention.

Did you ever feel that, or did anyone ever

mention all the embarrassment that had been
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baused by Governor Patterson's endorsement?
REGGIE: Yes, of course, I was aware of it. The

untimeliness of it made him look like a

Southern. « « « Yes, I was very familiar
with it. And we left the Convention and just
as soon as the Convention was over, we had

‘ a true-to-form, I guess, politicdl thing here

f in Louisiana, Hale Boggs quickly went up to
Hyannis with Frank Ellis and got Jack Kennedy

| to name Frank Ellis his campaign manager.
Ellis was not for Kennedy before the Conventim
because I had spoken with him;}ﬁha a former
Democratic National Committeeman.

STEWART: He had been for Johnson.

r

f REGGIE: He was not for Kennedy. I don't know who he

|

was for but I had talked to him, because there

was a news report that k=@ appeared in the pape;/

and he told me he didn't know where they got

that from because he was not for John Kennedy.



But they got him named, which completely
took theﬁ, as far as the campaign was con-
cerned, a new turn. Because then the old
establishment was taking over the campaign.
Not the United Democrats and not the Young

Democrats and not the fellow that had been
four

working f£exxaxyaars and the campaign then
started typical=-it started to be a Canal
Street, New Orleans,kypkszax campaign. The
public relations people were New Orleans
people and the campaign was being conduégd
iﬁ New Orleans and that was going to be the
end oqgkt. The other sixty-three parished
counted nothing. So I kept working on this
end, as much as I could, but, you know, when
you don't have any status, you don't have
anything. And the State's Rightﬁyzame up

with a deal, they wanted to have unpledged
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electors, 8o I was a member of the State
Central Committee, Frank Ellis was not.

8o Frank Ellis got somebody$s proxy to help us
in the fight. We won by one vote. You know
the vhole story about that. It was an
exciting day,, g?incidental with our

winning it, Senator Long's assistant was in
the back of the legislative Qgié where we
met;?éalled Washington for the Senator

80 tell Jack Kennedy what he had done, let
him know what he had done, but to tell him
that he had handled this situation vewy

well, We didnt see him., It was an exciting
thing, #t was almost to the point of having

a heart attack that day, o IM,J/Z3vJ)JIMZ
How did you get most of the reluctant

votes? What kind of leverage really did

you have to get to these people or was

that really an individual thing?
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‘Those who held public--those who held jobs

with the state we couldn'g/because Davis

was for the unpledged electors. For example,
pr. [ ] Kern was the director of

the Charity Hospital in New Orleasms, but

Dr. Kern is a loyal Democrat that voted with
us on the State Central Committee many times.
Yknew him and I knew we could counfl on his
gqte. When I went to him he said, "Sure."
;ua;i;céﬁzlback toﬁgﬁ;'and said, "You've

got-;-release déw, the Governor told me."

So I went into the Governor's office and
e e o)

his executive secretary was Chris Favor, and

you must understand that I went--I was part
of their group, we never had any falling
out at all, so I%nw that they were playing
to get unpledged electorg, Iknew that}y/
befause of the notth Louisiana heat and the

conservatives in thé?avis camp., So as a



point of strategy, I had a cussing match
with Chris Faver and told him that if he
appeared on the floor, if he called any=-
body off that floor anothxr time, that he
and I were going to have a fist fight in
the Governor's office. I never had a fist
fight in my life. And we had==-feelings were
running very, very high, Of course, I wasn't
going to fight him, I don't think gpd it was
just a matter of some kind of strategy

&l s d
to get him to have-me stop, you know.v’Then we
needed a crucial vote. So we needed 53&; 80
we started sending people in there for them to
start stalling and I remember a Shemriff
[ ] Waroidi ./ of Ascension Parish,
set out=--we had to send for him to come down
and talk to his member and we got that vote

/
and that was it. And a fellow named €axrl

s/



Steffen from Shré?veport was against us and
he had a proxya{a fellow by the name of ,/ N

v PPkE s & I s
Carpenter. ©Of-course, Stoffen gotup and said

that on this point his proxy did not indicate
to him wahht he should do. In a sense, this

N sed @acal tiilen Fom
was such a crucial thing he)did that that was
the vote, so then we had them. Roy Tcctccv
the state comptroller from A ﬁ?5ﬁT'§as. of
course, in an area like this where the Kennedy
feeling and the Democratic feeling 5&?: 80
high he voted with us against the adminis=
tration that he had just been elected with.
They had threatened to cut his appropriation
and they did, for his office. And so we came
© ut of that all right. That was the first

test inthe South, if you remember correctly.

So we came out of that all right.

e e
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,L; One day the phone rang, and it was Frank
Ellis, during the campaign and he said,
"Eddie, "==nobody calls me Eddie, but he
said, "Eddie, I want to appoint you as the
co=campaign director for the state of
Louisiana for the Kennedy=Johnson forees."
I said, "You what?" I hadn't heard from
him, you know, since the campaign. "Yes,"
said he, "I want to do &" So, I said,
"Fine. What area do you want me to work
in?" And he aaid,' "How about you taking=-
and letting me handle New Orleans and you
take the rest of it.,” Well, of course, that
was all right with me because he could ssay
right there on Canal Street with his crowd
andlthat was okay. So my job then was made
very much easier. I could then move with

some degree of responsibility and I got people
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that I had been working with them for four
years and put ften in positions of res-
ponsibility. State's Righters did what we
had hoped they would do. They put that thiré
unpledged electors thing in because they said
Nixon wasn't any better than Jack Kennedy, so
that split their vote. And although Kennedy
got only fifty-one per cent of the total vote

his percentage against the Republican was the

1 argest in the nation, bujthat split is

what helped us. We made a good campaign and

I w+o silly, I didn't think there was

any question in the nation. g_vh;;/ because it
wasgo good around here. And we had worked

it well for four years. 1 saw him in Texarkana,
in fact, they put me in the receiving line.

You know, when he got off the Caroline, you
know, the usual thing, and he was saying, he

said this is the attorney general and this s

so=-and-s0, and all of Texas and Arkansas,
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And [crwville] Faubus was there, he got to
me and he said, "How are you?" or something
like that, you know. And he came back and
said, “What im the hell are you doing dere?"
You know, it was kind of a double take. He
was caught completely off. « « ¢ 50 we
talked and I was on the platform with him
and he said, "I guess we have to plan a
v1isit into New Orleans.” I said, "Well, if
youf promise not to tell anybody, don't come,
b ut don't étell them that I said don't coe."
Because all of my workers wanted him to
come, and if you get up and tell them,

well you don't want him to come everybody jmst feels
that we deed hiq; You-knowy but we really
didn't need him. I mean he coulddhave been

used someplace else, So I sadd, "We really don't

Wi
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need a thing." He said, "Well, how about
talking to Ted?" I said, "I've already

t alked with Ted. He said check with

Salinger and I talked to him about the

Tl eabe

Thetlarrd thing," he sadd, "well, talk with

Ken O'Donnell.¥ I didn’'t know who Ken
O'Donnell was at that time. So I talked

with him and I said, "The oil people are
giving us hell on the twenty-seven-and

ooyl limme

cne~hai£ per cent deerease—in allowance." And
he said, "Well, we'll work out samething and
I'1ll be in touch with you.” And I never heard
from him again, I called the Natinmnal
Committee several times. I talked to a séster,
I think, of his and she'd promised to g&vcjuj_
s ome message but I guess they didn't have

any message to give or something. I don't

know. At any rate, I never heard any more
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abuut it, and he never visited Louisiana,
Except £f you would have called Texarkana
a Louisiana visit, whicﬂﬂreally wasn't.
His sister was with him, Mrs. [Patricia Kennedy]
Lawford. It was a hot day. He had a good
crowd==nothing like our Rice Festival crowd
I reménded him=-but we lad a good day.
The election came and that was it.

STEWART s Did you have much or any contact with people

in Washington during the campaign?

REGGIE: Yes.
STEWART 3 With O'Brien or « « «
REGGIE:s Yes, we stayed in touch with Larry. I stayed

in touch with Larry and I stayed in touch with
Ted., Those were the two people that I think

I stayed closest in touch with, Ted
S orensen, 1 was a presidential elector, then

when the election came and we carried the state— —

then thefantastic
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campaign started on us persnnally.

STEWART 3 Oh, really?

REGGIE: To gat us to switch. I can show you the
most scurtolous;ﬁiilthiest, the vilest,
letters that you've ever seen in your life.
Anti-Catholic letters were just unbelievables
“How can you vote for this man who is a
servant of the hydr%-headed monster, Cathol&cism?“;,u4/
"How can you let him bow his knee before the
pope of Rome?" And I heard from them, That
;as my first experience of seeing the number
of retired military people, particularly,
retired Admirals and generals, people like
that, who were just adamant in this. And
we had files of letters that were=-not counting
juaéogorm ones, you know, that you can tell
different groups were sending--but we were
all bombarded with a tremendous campaign not

to cast our votes for him., Of course, that



wasn't even in the cards., We had ten loyal
people on -hri:m and it was my great pleasure
and great honor to be the first one to sign.
There's a photostatic copy over there. I
signed first. I was a president elector
at-large. It was really some campaign.

STEWART: Did you go up to the Inauguration?

REGGIE: I 4id not.

STEWART: You didn't? :

REGGIE: I said, "What's the use?" Pﬁé{;ﬁwthat was
the wrong thing, but I said I'll just get
mashed up with a hundred peopde, and 80. « +
With a hundred others, a million othe people.
And so we, I went thirty days after the
Inauguration and went to the White Héuse and

~ " \/ /
saw Ralph Dungan who had been donw here and M o3 o

v

TP »{v knew all of our situation. That night I found out whgt
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Frank Ellis called me. It appeared that
CheF Morrison talked with Bobby and said=-
and I had not been a Morrison man ever=-

but talked with Bobby and said, "Look, the
campaign's going to hell down there,“dgome-
thing to that effect, "and we need somebody."
So I think Bobby suggested me and said,

P 7T LA b gmn(@ ‘ ;
"Yes . Would-he-do-it?"* So then Bobby called

Prank and said, make the change. So Frank
said, "Well, I'll appoint himf;;rather than
Bdbby.”/But I never got that information
from them. They just let Frank get the
whole thing. I begged them, I just begged
them to please &et me go someplace else
dur;ng the campaign because I just felt
so useless, Of course, they kept saying,
"Mo. No. We need you here."” I wanted
Des Marais
tos. « « « Demoret got Missouwri. I wanted

to go on a deal like that. I just didn't



want to be here. I mean, I was absolutely. « «

wWhat I was doing was nothing. You know. I

just felt that all of our people that we had

we couldn't pull together. That fellow had

haken over the campaign and anything we were

doing was going to be a kind of a split, wasn't

working out well. But we worked it out and

things came out good and everybody was happy.
¢;Short1y after the campaign, right the next

day, I think, Frank Ellis started his campaign

to become Becretary $ of the Army, and then

Secretary of the Interior, and got all kinds

of endorsements and became head of the Civil

Defense, which they shortly thereafter moved

over to the Secretary of Defense and made

him a federal judge&)and he's now retired.

But'we made, in Louisiana, I think we made

the most sensible move, in that we really didn't

campaign a great deal in north Louisiana,
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We didn't spend much of our funds in north
Louisiana. I've often wondered what the
National Committee does with the money they
get, because we didn't see any of it in
Louisiana, I want you to know that, not a
nickel,
Is that right?
I didn't, certainly not in this part of the
state. We raised ow own, we put%m‘ own
WL@V « I ran the Houston talk before
the Baptist ministers.
I was going to ask you about that,

would say
I ran itZ I vaxxkchexe about ten times, til|
s I knew the questions better than he did.
You—know, gnd I knew his answers better than
he did. And, of course, in the last two
weeks we played the hell out of it.
Did you?

M, yes, we d4if,




REGGIE: W8 really put it to good use. We felt thate-
what we were going to—-do-’tdé—tzm it all
over the country on the thing, and we put it
to very good use., And that was an excellent
thing, it helped our Catholic vote here,
helped us get together, helped many Protestants
come to us. So it played a two-way deal.

We had many parishes in this area that

D e e
carried E?S. 80 or 85; !or Kennedy against
the two other slates, you know, that's
pretty good.

STEWART 3 I¢ is.

REGGIE: And, of course, the Kennedy thing still
continues., I just took a political poll
and they got a preliminary figure yesterday
and while Johnson in the field of=--well, do
you want. « o -~

b

STEWATY s No, That's well, « « « No., Let me askke‘ you

/c ¢ _,_.{7,_",-__“4
a few other wvuattionss.

REGGIE: All right.
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REGGIE:

STEWART s

REGGIE:

STEWART :

REGGIE:

me ask you a few other questions,

All right,

Did you ever consider joining the Administration

at allz

Yes, I did. I did, but I have six children
and I hage a fairly decent living Bere. I'm
not waalthy, é%&f; figured to live in any
kind of style that my family is usd@d to living
in would take a fortune up there, and so I
never pursued anything. I did, at Bobby's
suggestion, I went to the Middle East.

I was going to ask you about that.

That was Bobby's deal. Bopby called Mr.
Bowles, Chester Bowles, at the State
Deparmment, he was then Under secretary, set
up an appointment and Camille and I went over
to see him. And he was, of course, set up the

whole thing. And I went as an Amer ican



STEWART :

REGGIE:

-8

specialist and I visited five Middle Eastern
countries. I went to Lebanon, which is my
ancestral home. My grandmother was living
then and I took my mother with me. And my
father=-in-law is also from Lebanon, I marre d
a Lebanese girl, and he came, and my wife,

of course. And we went to Lebanon, Syria,
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Egypt. The President
sent a photograph to the President of Lebanon
which was a; you knowy an autographed photo=
graph of Wim was just like. « « « I cai't
tell you, what it was worthin the Middle
East.

When was this?

It was in 1961, 1961, From May ¥ntil the
end of July. There's a picture of the
presentation to the President of Lebanon,

Fupn Cn#002 , who was the President at



that time. And thats the photograph of

the President autographed to him. It was

in a nice silver frame, and really treasured.
The reaction to my visit, I had a nice, very
goode;arm reception., I had a lot of
relatives there who were excited about

our visit., There's pictures of the airport
visit. They put me on their shoulders.

I think we had about five thousand people

at the airport.

STEWART 3 Really?

REGGIE: Yes. Anything for John Kennedy was everything,
angtthing for John Kennedy. They, én the
mountains; were there was no communication,
when they got waxi reports of his election,
top to mountain top to let one another know.
That was going to be the signal if he won
and thats how they carried--they just absolutely

adored him. And there was no place that I went that



~—EEEREEET AR T

AR U S SR TR PR LT T S SRt S S A That A LT Bl

STEWART ¢

REGGIE:

STEWART s

REGGIE

«89=

he wasn't really tremendously well respected.
In Egypt we didn't get as much of a greetim
as we mii did elsewhere, but in the other
countrieséit was very, very well received.
—* What else? Where are we now?

Did you see him when you came back?

Yes, yes, I did. I saw him. And, of course,

he had a great sense of humor with me. He

' el

always kidded me, you know, aboutusyat.fall
A o

my extraordinary dealings the govern=-

TE o 4
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ment s’ you know, and we talked almt it and
Xind of débriefed a little bit andX. . .

Was this an official trip? Or was it a
partial official trip, or just what was the
status?

Well, you knkw, we never did really get that
ground rule layed. I certainly didn't super-
cede any ambassador. I don't want that, I
don't mean to infer that at all. We never. .
I was &lways entertained by the embassies,

you know, and they took me in tow, the
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ambassadors or the charge d'affaire, as

the case was in Saudi Arabia, But it was

I spoke to various groups, intellectuals
mostly, the college crowd, and the supreme
courts if they had such «a- supreme
court.‘#l speak Arabicg\—ana I thought I

did until I went there. But when you're on
it a—huééggd per cent of the day, you know,
it's awfully touﬁh. But it was very help-
ful, because it opened some doors that I
don't think would have been open to me. We
always had our politicsl briefing before I went
with the political officer and then later onéC
with the ambassador., They always said things
that, areas where they needed some discussion
and some things that they felt would be

helpful. I was very, very well
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received. I was received by the heads of
all of the governments and many of the

lower echelon, which I thought was very,
very nice. After all, I didn't have that
heavy a crefiential. But, I think because

of the fact that my mother and father were
from the Arab world and there's an Arab
expression which she soma of an Arab means
that you belong and I think that was a help-
ful thing.

Did you talk to [Lamae Heo ) Nasser?

No, I did not see him, I did not see him.
No. They had made quite aﬂ effort, I think
it was in the spring of 1961, they engaged
in a corregpondance with a number of heads
of state i:;n the Middle East. They made

a fairly serious effort to try to resolve
some of the real o0ld problems, but never had
much sdccess,

Well, that's what we were talking about at
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every stop. We were talking about the refugeez:
thing.

STEWART 3 That's right. They made a « «

REGGIE: That was the overriding thing. And it loocked
like there was going to be some hope, but they==
neither side wanted it -Qolved. Opnce—it's
80lved. oo SO youcan't. « « + It's a
political weapon, I think. All the problems
are always blamed on the refugee problem, so
any side. . . « That's good for either side,
while the refugges continue in population.

But that was the biggest thddg that we. « « «
Oh, I remember, we talked to the President

of Lebanon about the World's Fair. We wanted--
and we got a committment by the way and they
did have an exhibit at the World's Fair.

STEWART 3 Reeddy?

REGGIE: Yes, they had a building, a very nice building.
But the refugee problem was the big thingcfli

Ehen, of COUI'SQ/' e i il M)



ile were just getting into conversations
about diverting the Jordan waters, you
remember, at that point. And, of course, the
;;41 fight,and-é:;ilwar’busineas was the
attitude. I never went into Israel because
it would destroy, I thinkm my protocol in
the Arab countries if I would have. ses

And the last time I saw him was in
February of the year he was killed. I went
up to Washington to introduce a local
attorney to the United States Supreme Court.
And I went by and they were getting ready
to have a parade for=-I can't think of th.
who the man{ was==put I remember that the
Lincoln was out there. And I remember noticing ¢t
that the Lincoln was dark blue and it wasn't
blaci, and I had always thought that it was a

black Lincoln. But it was a blue. And saw



il

him just briefly. That was the last time
I had ever seen him. I went to the fundral,
Camille and gﬁ@and 1.

STEWART 3 —Efght-yem._\{e;miue mentioned that. « « «

REGGIE: We went to the fundral. « « .

STEWART 3 Very good. Let's see if th?fe‘s anything else
I want to ask you. th’z)-.fafnt’ the Middle Easte-
theMiddieBast ha most of the new ambassadors

had been anppoim:eac’l—Z

REGGIE: The new ambassador had not yet gotten to

Saudi Arabja, a Charge d'affairs was there._

2,0 7 i
4 L5
/.I//'/(-,-,_,,;]

The new ambassador was in Jordan, a;Bill

s com 22
+ who was a Repulbbican and who
Kennedy appointed there and who was doing an
excellent job. And, 6f course, he's still :lsuL
the State Department. The 0ld ambassador was
about to be moved gjf Lebanon. And Mr.--a fellow

by the. « « « A college man in Cairo==-
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Oh, #ee whiz, I know his name, I ca't think
of his name-=-=he had not yet presented his
credentials, he had been appointed but had
not yet presented his credentials, There
was no embassy in Syria, it had been reduced
because of the UAR [United Arab Republic].
Did you get involved at all in any of the
civil rights problems or activities during
those ERIOOMEXYXHEX years as thy related
to the Kennedy Administration?

Only to this extent. Can we go off the
record for a minute?
Yes. [Tape turned off]

€ sepidl (;';L ;T/ 7~
I spoke with, in respeet—te civil rights

th:l.ng/ when the Louisiana legislature in all

L.

these extraordinary extra sessions for that

war with the federal coﬁrt/, Skelly Right was
i .

pusing it in and they were meetingim and

doing everything they amld the other way



around the state was in a tremendous upheaval.
And I spoke with Bobby, who was then the
Attorney General. And I asked him if there
was any kind of a middle ground that we could
reach to work something out with Davis. And
he said, well, there was a possibility and
talked from the pocsibilityfif I could talkzg

to him and the possibility of he would kind of

ease off in New Orleans because that was

the integration spot at that point. He would

kind of ease off on New Orleans if he would

not interfere with voting rights and regis-

tration for four years, fedling that if you

got the right to register ghen ygxiiz'normal

rights would accrue. I thought tﬁ?t was

very correct, So I calded Chris Fraiser, the
Governor's Executive Secretary, and said, "Chris,"=-
thia was in April, %If I remember correctly,

because it was right around the Gridiron Dinner

during that terrible period--and I said,
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"Chris, do you think that something can be
worked out?” He said, “I'll takk with the
governor and I'll call you tomorrow."” He
called me in about five minutes., I was in
a hotel in Baton Rouge. He said, "When can
you see him?" I said, "Well, I can come
down Thursday." So I remember I Elew down
on Thursday and I saw the Govermor and
said, "What do you think about working thds
possibility out?"” And he, of course, he spoke
o’
in kxind of riddles anyway, he said, "Well,"==)
you know.fiind of like a country boy who sitting
at the table doeamn't know which fork to pick
upégggd he siad, "8o I guess the best thing I
better do is just drink water and wait and i:
see what all the other guests-eat. So I said,
"We can't get anythinéghgne.' I said, "Don't
you think it would be wathh it to ease up this

New Orleans deal now and just go for voters'

—f

l.(_.(x/,{‘_ Cirtaet. ¢

rights. , / -dbject that much f/@U‘él
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VRN
he@\knot willing, so I reporte@ shat and
so that dropped and that's tle only part

e L2 2Tl Arni T
the reason why) Millicent is-there ﬁbocause
I wouldn't want it to appear that.. « «
Did this lever come about then?
Nothing mxmx came about. My attempt was
absolutely fruitless, 'l'hq;zwere very
interested I think merely to hear; I dont
think they met with me, I don't Bavis met
with me at all with the idea of trying to
work samething out. I spoke to the Davis®>~ =
Xxxpmxxto Mrs. Davis, he didn't go he
because he had stomach troubleat the
Convention, and it was ancther one of those
things. 6 They would talkd to\@/dm;
werﬁaq » about trying to work a meeting
between Bobby and her for the delegation.
And they would conveniently never be available,

a
So it's the same(y.kind of /thing. They wanted




to ke ca].led/ I think merely to say that

they were called@ gwy didn't want to €@o

any business. But it was woarth a try

because ¥ our state was in a terrilbe upheaval.,
our legislatume was going absolutely crazy

and just over integration of a school

and just a few kids, it didn't mean anything

at all, but they were just making it look

1l ike it was absolutkly something and kxkat

the national television was down here, the
legislature would meet andA—S”/. e R ]
at midnight wougi) B g=x give-—enjoin the
state f;? ';oing what they were going to do
at nine in the morning and it was a terrible
deal@ i:.t was a disgraceful mxmmxx era. So
it looked o me like what the solution could
be if you could just remove the pressure for
a while mmitx it locked like a pretty good
deal but my efforts in that connectﬁzn were

absolutely and totally fruitlessg % merely
listened and toldﬁ:e he was likezthe country
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boy, as I told you, at the table. And he
was just going to dp)(rater.

STEWART 3 Did they mmake any otler efforts to get
to the Governor, that you kmw of?

REGGIE: Well, not to my knowledge. Not to my knowe-
ledge. Certainly not through me.

STEWART Okay. 3Is—there anys-v—e—e DO you recall
any other visits to the White H:use or
anything that you haven't mentioned?

REGIE: No, except I can just = tell you this,

I saw him several times after he was

President , it®=s not é¢;feat lengthsof

time, I want to make this clear, but I want

to make one thing clear tht he never changed

as a human being. He never got to be a big
operator, the office didn't change ow friend :i°
sip or his warmth. And I never felt that,

you know, if I saw him for a few mlnutes

I never felt like well herust rather not see
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me, these old political cronies. You know,
that kind. « « « He never gave me that
feeling, never gave me that feeling. I
never say him that he didn't ask about my
wifee about my children, about my family.
He wlways exhibited genuine interest and
always had a—ZZt. fond sense of humor about
hi.m@tud !n've been, you kow, used to many
politicians after they get elected kind of
cool off a little, you knwew, but not #is
man, he did not. -

Is that poll you were mentioning, ddes tis
have relevance or is this strictly . . .
No, now I was just going to point out tis
that tle Kennedy name still runs so strong
here that onece he came through here and
took it over. Bobby is the—by polls taken -~

I got the préliminary fighrues—yeaterdey
e msents gttt
Vo ol et/
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and it shows that Bobpy's got more strength

in this parish than any other politician,
including George Wallace.,

Really?

Yes.

That's amazing.

It is. It is. I mean, he just beatsthem all.
I mean by tremendous margins. I mean it.k‘t/.akcs
[Richard M.] Nixon, like thrco‘to one;

[George ] Rommey, five to one} and & head to
head with Humphrey, it's five to one. They
prefer Bobby over Humphrey, and this is the——
something else. In other trial heats Wallace is
the leader against everybody, but he caifitt

go against Bobby and it's a. « « « And in

the same poll the parish is just about wvenly
divided on escalation or pulling out of Viet
Nam., So, you Know, youl. « ¢ o

Okay, 1;ttl see, that's. « « «+ Do you want

LA

mmy to say anything? Huwe a little bit of tape w—w

o

No<

Exeept that she has a letter hanging on the
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wall at her house in which he thanked her

2/ =T
for all of her «—— in connection with

his visits.
1/44/774fc/-'l;(-7' At LY «land 1 treasure that.

Okay, it‘'s just about running out.
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