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Today is the first anniversary of the tragic assassination of John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 
the 35th President of the United States. On this occasion I wish to recall to memory some of 
the efforts he made in behalf of freedom and peace. 

Though I never had the pleasure of meeting President Kennedy personally, I was 
profoundly impressed by the exemplary record of his more than ten years in public life. As 
early as 1947, when the international situation was deteriorating rapidly, John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy, then a member of the House of Representatives and only thirty years of age, 
impressed the world with his strong support for President Truman's [Harry S. Truman] policy 
of aiding Turkey and Greece. During the years when the situation on the Chinese mainland 
was going from bad to worse, Mr. Kennedy spoke out for China. In speeches delivered in the 
House of Representatives, he pointed out the causes for failure of American foreign policy in 
the Far East and appealed for action to prevent the Communist disaster that was threatening 
all of Asia. His stand at that time showed his political far-sightedness and his courage in 
upholding justice. His statements provided much encouragement to peoples who were 
overcoming extreme difficulties in order to continue the life-and-death struggle to defeat 
totalitarian tyranny to assure freedom. 

During the presidential campaign of 1960, I came to have deep respect for his ability, 
his great talents, his youthful vitality, and his resourcefulness.  
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On the occasion of his inauguration, he expressed his concern about world developments and 
his willingness to shoulder the responsibility for maintaining world peace. I remember that he 



said: “Let every nation know, whether it wish us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear 
any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend or oppose any foe in order to assure the 
survival and success of liberty.” He said further: “In the long history of the world, only a few 
generations have been granted the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. 
I do not shrink from this responsibility—I welcome it.” These remarks were echoed and re-
echoed in the hearts of freedom-loving, peace-loving people throughout the world. 

President Kennedy met his tragic death without serving out his term. Yet with his 
great capability and his high political ideals, he recorded brilliant domestic achievements 
during his brief two years and ten months in the presidency. He earned his rightful place in 
history and should be ranked with the other immortals of the past. In several of his speeches, 
he expressed his admiration for Abraham Lincoln. The two shared the same lofty political 
ideals. President Lincoln, who had signed the proclamation emancipating the Negro slaves, 
was assassinated by a man of doubtful sonneteer. President Kennedy, sponsored various 
measures to protect civil rights and to promote freedom, justice and equality of opportunities 
for all, also met his death at the hands of a lunatic. He may be compared with Lincoln in 
greatness of spirit and generosity of heart as well. I personally consider President Kennedy as 
the “second Lincoln” among U.S. presidents 
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because of his efforts to restore freedom and hope to the billion people enslaved by the 
Communists. It is a terrible calamity that in the prime of his life, President Kennedy met the 
same fate as Lincoln. While we grieve over this tragedy, we may derive some comfort from 
the fact that President Kennedy, in sacrificing his life to uphold righteousness and to 
safeguard human rights, earned an immortal page in history beside that of Lincoln. “He who 
seeks benevolence has found it.” President Kennedy could die without regrets. 

Though he held the highest office for such a short time, President Kennedy's 
diplomatic accomplishments were not inferior to those of any other modern world statesman. 
At the time he took office, the international Communist bloc was at the height of its 
arrogance. His correct policy and firm stand prevented the Communists from making, any 
substantial international gains. In the Cuban Crisis of October, 1962, the courageous decision 
and actions of President Kennedy compelled Nikita Khrushchev [Nikitia Sergeyevich 
Khrushchev] to yield and withdraw the Soviet missiles. Thus nipped in the bud was the 
possible catastrophe of nuclear war for the peoples of the Western Hemisphere as well as for 
the rest of the world. This contribution of President Kennedy to peace and to the welfare of 
the people of the world will be written gloriously in mankind's history. 

Although President Kennedy won universal acclaim for safeguarding world peace and 
seeking freedom for all mankind, he was not able to implement fully his ideals in 
international politics, for the freedom of man, and for the security of the world. He failed, for 
example, to attain his objective of 
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eliminating the evil of Communism in Laos and truly unifying and neutralizing that country. 
Nor was he able to, carry out his policy of defeating the Viet Cong guerrillas and of 



stabilizing the situation in Southeast Asia. Thus the Viet Cong rebels today are more rampant 
than ever and the situation in Vietnam is more perilous than during his lifetime. President 
Kennedy did not live to realize his goal of controlling Peiping's nuclear ambitions and 
of eliminating the danger of atomic war and of promoting the peace and welfare of mankind. 
Alas, all these unfinished tasks express the tragedy of his loss. Had God seen fit to prolong 
his life, I am convinced that he would join us in our common task and that together we would 
be able to prevent the Chi-Coms from engulfing all Asia. 
 Judging from the profound lamentation of the American nation and its allies at his 
passing, we may see that both his domestic and international achievements won widespread 
acclaim at home and abroad. I regard him as one of the greatest American leaders in history. 
Like a comet, his passage was swift, yet his brilliant light will shine upon the earth forever. 
On this first anniversary of his death, I express my deepest respects to the memory of a great 
American President. 
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