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CARROLL KILPATRICK 

May 16, 1966 
Washington, D .-c:. · . . . ; 
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first recollection of 
··~ 

... 
I~· 

Let's start with your 
John Kennedy. •. ., ' ~· :{'' ;_;j,.;: ~ 

I . .. ··~-: ;-..p 
I think my first . .- recollection ,·'of~ him ·was when " ~ ;·~- ... ·-'<!:_,;_-.. : •. ~ 
he was . on the Labor Committee ··in ; .the House ot' ·• 

,.. . ; :. to/~ .,_. 

Representatives,. , and I think I'm right that he .. · ';~...,_ 
"'... • ~ 4£":-.. 

was on the Labor Committee. I did not know ·him at that 'time; .. J .~. · 

I remember seeing him a few times. That's _my .~ first re9ollec~ · f~ ;·i . 
tion of him--covering that committee 

1
and hearing him. I ·really '::, ... ":" 

did not know him until he began campaigning_ ~or : the . presidency.-· · 
I knew .. him somewhat when he was a Senator for ··several years, ·' · 
but never well. I talked to him a few times · when he was , in '· the 
Senate; I'd met him occasion~lly and on social' occasions, · but­
my first real contact carne in the 1960 primaries. I remember 
we had dinner with him at someone' s ··bouse in -'Georgetown ·:about 
1954; it was just after he'd gotten to the Senate. • .. , 

MORRISSEY: 

KILPATRICK: 

Was it before he had had the trouble with his 
back? 

It was before he was married. 
any detail of that evening that 
ularly worth reporting. 

·'· 

I ._., 

!!' ,,; 

I don' t know of· 
would be partie-

•• -! 
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MORRISSEY: Did his talk tend to center on politics? 

KILPATRICK: It did. We· talked about hiP elect'ion to' the- ,. 
!Senate, the c~paign for the Senate. I · don't' __ 
think I have any record of that or any note~, · ! 

and my memory is hazy. There were · .some people present . who ' ' 
had participated in the campaign with him, and they were . · 
reminiscing about it. The things that ·I remember that : may 
have some interest 1did take place in 1960. I went with him ,,._.,. 
to Wisconsin in that campaign and was c>ut there two or tl)ree · ·: > -~ 
weeks covering him. I think the f;i.rst . impression I started . ~- ~t~:· / 
off ·with was that perhaps he was a ·very young and inexperi~ · ·'~. ~ -~ 
enced person, andl why was he beirig conpidered . for the pres- ·-:: ,·.~ :~: 
idency. I quickly got over that. The · first thing that str:uck ~'i.-'. 

me were his speeches which were really extraordinarily good . ·~ ·I._ ... ;·" 
I thought. I thought so at the time: I thought his deliv~ry -'~.(1:-<-'> 
and the content of his speeches were so far above the ordinary:_~J: .. 
political level that I suddenly thought, i'Well, this man . ;~' 
really has something. II Then I began asking myself, "Well, , ju~_·t <. '. 

because a man can make a good speech,_ does that mean he can b~ · · .: 
a good President?" . And of course there is no answer to that •. ·~~--:· . 
He seemed relaxed during t!liat. campa'ign. · I kept wondering just . ·:::_iJ:~ 
how really committed he was to trying .to win. It seemed more' : :~<: 
like an academic exercise at first. 

. -~. 

MORRISSEY: You mean they were a ·ssurning· that ffiubert ~..:./,·: .- :~'::~> .. 
Humphrey would do better in ·· the 1 state neigh- .~~~ ' .. :(·. 

. . .. ··'"~ 

· boring on Minnesota? , . : <. · 

KILPATRICK: I think we thought that Humphrey would do ., ' 
reasonably well there, and - ~ think also we · 
really wondered--those of . us covering that 

campaign--whether John Kennedy would really be nominated 
at that point. We thought of him .as · one of.a nu~:nber of 
candidates. While he immediately • appea.led to me' a·s a 

· person and as a politician and as a speaker; I think for· 
a while I must really not have thought that he . really 
might end up in the White House. - .I rememb~r Mrs. 
~acqueline B~ Kennedy w~s on one- of the trip~, and I · 
don't know whethe~ I ever asked her this ·question, but it 
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cert~inly occurred to me, and I may hav.e as1ced her, 
whether she could really pic·ture herself as the wife of 
the President. He was cer~ainly the most relaxed and 
accessible candidate that I'd ever seen. She was with 
him, and I remember several incidents that were striking. 

It was terribly cold; it must .have been February. 
We would walk through these towns as he would shake hands 
and speak and campaign. The Wisconsin· farmer is a very 
reserved person, as he learned. Once when I remarked to 
him that ·I was surprised at their lq.ck of enthusiasm, he 
said, Well, if he hadn't known of that, hadn't come to · 
realize that they were very reserved, . _it would have been 
a hard thing for ~im to do. But he would walk along the 
street and shake hands with people, and. their response 
was never very enthusiastic. It .was ·plea~ant but just a 
sort of a grunt and a nod of the head. I. remember Mrs. · 
Kennedy in a bright red coat wit~ him ~aking hands with 
these people, and so often they would har&ly nod or tip 
their hats as they shook hands 'IIlith her. And it struc]c 

I 

me as a very odd thing. 
Then one day in one of the small tov1ns he had made 

his speech, and he walked around the block and carne to · , 
either a ·restaurant or a beerball, and he walked in there 
and walked toward the back. And some men were playing 
checkers, or dominoes, or cards~ or something' in the back 
around a big table. He walked Qack and shook hands with 
all of them. Not a one of them ·stood, and one of them . 
said to him, "We'd planned to come to 'hear you speak, but 
we d.idn' t finish our game." And that struck me ·as being 

. one of the hardest things a politician would have to take• 
He took it very well, smiled, and shook hands with all of 
them, . and left. 

I was not · in Wisconsin on the night of the voti~g. I 
had come back to Washington. I remember that we were un­
certain in the office whether th~s victory he ·won there 
~ould be enough to keep him in the campaign, keep him really 

. -~ 

ahead • . Humphrey had done a little better, I think, than 
most of the people had predicted; and better,. I . suspect, than 
Senator Kennedy thought he would do. Senator Humphrey was 
very rough on him in that campaign,- I remember; I was quite 
surprised by the allusions that. Humphrey made on several 

.. 
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occasions to the bl~ck bag, indicating .that the Kennedys 
were buying the election. Kennedy never did respond in 
kind and he never attacked.Hurnphrey that I recall. I 
thought that showed a very honorable position on his part. 
and was surprised that a politician didn't -begi~ to reply 
in kind • 

MORRISSEY: 

KILPATRICK: 

MORRISSEY: 

.· 
Did you follow. Humphr~y's campaign closely? 

I did not. I stayed with Kennedy most of 
the time and traveled .. with· Humphrey only a 
few days before coming back· to Washington. 

'· 'I. 

Did,you have the impres~iop , that the Humphrey 
campaign was not as well o~ganized as the 
Kennedy campaign? · 

.I : 
KILPATRICK: Well, the Humphrey campaign struck me more - as 

a typical political campaign .whereas Kennedy's 
struck me as -something of a , very high order. 

I came away from· that with not a high opinion of Humphrey_. 
I've changed it since, but at that time I felt that he was 
just the old slashing campaigner with long-winded speeches . 
And Kennedy's had, it seemed to me even then, real substance 
and real form to it. · He was appealing to the higher instincts 
of people, and Humphrey was appealing to the. lower instincts. 

M ,; .. 

MORRISSEY: Did you run into the religious iss~e? . ! :{ 

KILPATRICK: Yes. I think that I was one of the first that 
wrote about the religious issue there. I 
remember debating in my mind whether I should 

write about it at the time. I encountered it in talking to 
people in the crowds and on the -street, and I realized that . 
it was a very real problem. I did begin reporting this, 
always wondering whether iri doing sb I was injecting the· 
religious issue into the c~paign unnecessarily. But it was 
a factor in those congressional districts where Kennedy did 
not do well. 

.. 
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MORRISSEY: Do you \.hink it was a \ facbJr the other way 
around? · 

·~·~ I ~~ ~t.. 

Well, I suspect that it <-- . I'"m sure it must . · ',, . :.i · KILPATRICK: 
have been although · at·:~the moment I don • t 
remember all the details · of the · various dis- · 

I • ~ ... 

tricts well enough.- But ·.I'm sure · that in some bf the 
Catholic distric.ts he did extremely well. I was not . awa.re 
of it being used by him as an issue in any sense at that 
time certainly. He~began talking abqut it in_West Virginia 

. ·for the first time, I think. My -· recollection· i.s that he · : 1 .,, • •· ~ 
·began . talking about this issue ·in,· I :th~nk it , was Clarksburg,· · 
West Virginia. I remember that rather vividly because he . 
had been campaigning for some .days in West Virginia~ and. all 
of the reporters recognized this as a ··big issue and· were · 

~ writing about it. If I'm not mistai~n, be .had not said ~ny..:- . 
-thing about it openly. Then, ·very- vigorously. one mor,ning -:-- . . ..i:'_~~~ 

· I think first in a meeting in the hotel -- he spoke out on . ;.>~ '".: ~: :··. 
• • ~ G...l. "'-' ;.!i•'J..,,. 

this, saying he thought this · should not· prevent him from . , .·,.,~· ·.'::·. 
.. • ., . . "- '¥ ~ 

seekJ.ng the presJ.dency. Then we went down the street., and . ·_,., .:.- · ~. 
in an openair speech he gave on the street, a ·pretty sizable . .=·~·,.·-~ -~ 
crowd, . he . again spoke .very vigorously .'Oh the · sub.ject ~ I - .-<. '· _ .. ·; ,,::.:<· 
know my wife was with me on . that day and ,was. extremely im- · .. , , ~~ · · ··-

~.,..}l't.: li,J 

pressed by the speech he made. · - • : 1f';../ 

MORRISSEY: 
'1 • :--~~;}~!>. f . .. ~ 

Since_ you Ire . a report.~.r writi'ng for -an eastern :'·· .. '.,, 0' 
paper, did you have the feeling· in Wisconsin 
that Kennedy and others in hi9 entourage were 

especially sensitive to the press they ·were getting , in the 
East? t · 

KILPATRICK: I heard that they were. I . never had any prob-
lems with him on that. . ; Once I interviewed a 
Catholic priest in West Virginia who said that 

there was as much bigotry in Boston, where he had come ·· from, 
as there was in West l· virgirlia • . I . think thd.s rather annoyed 
Kennedy, and he laughed about. it and said something -about ·it~ 
But I never did have any difficulties .with him as far aswhat 
I was ·writing. He may have .pbjected to . some -of ·the things I 
wrot·e, but he never said anything to me . about it. I can't 

.. 
. . ' 



~. 

. , 
' 

I o 

~6-

•. ·' , ,"'I ,. ·- . 
. ( ' 

remember whether ,Ltrierre
11
E. r=J Saling~r objec;::te d once to 

something. I don't remember • . I don't believe so during 
the campaign. '· 

MORRISSEY: Did you have a feeling in Wisconsin that 
perhaps the Kennedy people were overempha­
sizing Humphrey's chances of scoring a 

fairly imp.ressive victory? 
~~ ~t ..... / 

KILPATRI.CK; I really don It remember on that. My recol- --,...-..::_ '• 
lection is that the time I was there Kennedy 
was not talking about Humphrey, and he was · 

saying -- he may have begun talking about him later because 
I left there and 'came back, and some.body else went out for" .~ , · .;-r .. 
the JW'ashington7 .E..Qll. But I ·don 1 t remember. that he ever .,· _..::<~,<.·"' 
did much talking about Humphrey. ·_ Humphrey attacked him • :~ 

personally, but he very seldom attacked Humphrey. His w~s 
always a positive campaign promoting Kennedy, so I was ' un;.. 
aware of how serious he thought the Humphrey challenge. I . 
think he was obviously aware of it at all times. The time :. 
:t was with him was before I went with 'Humphrey and before . 
I was quite aware ·of how much ' Hump~rey .·w~s attacking him • . 
He later, much later, remarked one :day ' on the plane, af.ter· 
he had won the nomination: "I listened to some ·of those ­
speeches Humphrey made in Wi·sconsin, anc_;l he certainly ~~id '·· . . 
cut me up." And it was true~ Humphrey certainly did cut · 
him up, on farm issues, on money, ~nd by innuendo. 

_, 
MORRISSEY: When you were repor'ting Kennedy in Wisconsin, . 

would you stick with him . throughout the day, . 
even when he went into some of. those northern 

or western rural areas? 

KILPATRICK: 

exciting. He 
arid we had to 

Oh yes, yes. We stayed with him. We stayed 
\'lith him; they were ·long 9,ays. And I thought. 
that and the .West Virginia primary were ver:y 
had stamina and he could take the long days, 
take them. 

~ . 

., 

•' 



• I 

MORRISSEY: 

KILPATRICK: 

MORRISSEY: 

1 • 

-7-

... 
The reason I as1{ed that question is that I've . 
heard that more than a few newspapermen, ·re­
treated to Milwaukee as the weather turned 
cold • • • 

Oh, really? 

• and the day turned into twilight. r 

,,• 

.. 
I 

KILPATRICK: I don't remember that. I know there were some . 
very bad days, we traveled in very heavy snow, 
and went very far north~ But I . know, certainly 

for a morning paper reporter, you had to stay right to the 
end because the later it got tpe nearer it was to your dead­
line and you were always afrald something would happen. · You 
had to be on the scene. 

I remember one thing on 'that. ,r i was amazed at his ability . 
to quote verbatim some phrase or comment that some statesman -­
Bismarck, or Churchill, or Thomas· Jefferson, or what have you ~- . 
would make. These always seemed to come to hi's mind at the · 
appropriate time. And one day on the. plane in .Wiscqnsin I said . 
to Mrs. Kennedy that that was certainiy · a great attribute and 
I didn't understand how he could . do it. And she said, well, 
she didn't either, but a few days b~fore she ·said that .· she had . .-· 
read in the New Yorker some sentence that was quoted from 
George Bernard Shaw. And she said she really didn't think her ·· 
husband was listening when she read that to him. But two nights 
later it carne back precisely· in a speech be made. So . this fan­
tastic memory was for real. 

' I 

MORRISSEY: What do you think turned the tide in West Virginia? . 

KILPATRICK: I don't know what turned . the tide in West Virginia. 
It may have been the debate with Humphrey, but 
I doubt it. I think .it was Kennedy's appeal as 

a person: the fact that he'd talked about the issues, talked 
about West Virginia's problems, got around the state. It.was 
always amazing to me -- ! I remember at one place we went to a 
mine shaft, and the miners carne out very glum and dirty. And 
he shook hands· with thern,,and thyy all seemed to like him • 

... 
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--But he never said ~nything to them. ~e just said, "How 
are you? I'm Jack Kennedy." And that was about the _ 
extent of the conversati~n. But somehow they were i~pres- -
sed by him, and it seems to me that later we discovered -
that about 90 per cent of those miners, who might have 
been expected to vote for Humphrey·, had voted f9r Kennedy. : 

I 'think that most of us were writing that it looked 
as though Humphrey would probably win. in West Virginia. 
We were basing that • • • I say "we." I think -that I, 
at least, tried ~o give the impression in my stories with- :, 
out predicting, which we're not supposed to do, _ that I 
thought that all along Kennedy had a real chance . in West .· 
Virginia. I did feel that. I felt that he , was at least 
going to make an awfully good showing. And yet I couldn't 
document this; I couldn't prove it.' But I think that his 
campaign had a positive note to ' it. He appea~ed to the 
people more like a presidential candidate at that time 
than Humphrey did. While the debqte ~hat he and Humphrey 
bad, it was impossible for -- judges 'could not have said _ 
one got so many points and the other so rqanypoints. The 
net impression was that he was a ·stronger ' personality, I 
think. I think that got over to the people. I think -the 
people also did not want to prove, by yoting against him, 
that they were as bigoted as some of the outside writers 
were saying they were. We found evidences of real bigotry, 
there's no question about that. I remember in one place · 
interviewing one of the fundamentalist pastors. After · ~-~ 

saying at first he would not talk, he began taiking • . He 
spoke very violently against the Catholic ChurcJ:l and ._ 
against Kennedy. And I th!Lnk he ·told his flock that~ · · 
Later, we all thought, of course, ·that ' west Virginia had 
ended the religious issue in the campaign. I thi~ 
Kennedy thought that; I think he said that. I remember very 
vividly his coming back that night he won-- it was q very · 
bad rainy night, and he flew in well after midnight. It 
seems to me he said, "The religious issue is buried here in 

· the hills of West Virginia • ., And everyone thought he was . 
right, but it proved not to be true. It came up again after 
he was nominated. -

... 
' . 
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When you were covering nim in 
West Virginia,. would you have 
with him in·a bus or a plane? 
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Wisconsin and_ J. 

frequent encounte'rs 
'· 

KILPATRICK: Yes. We were with him at all times ·. He had ... · ..... 
the Caroline; the reporters tra.veled with him -., ·'''·.~·:·· 
on the plane most of the time if · there was ~"~" ·.·P.;.._'_ · 

room, and there usually was. If he was traveling on a bus, ... !';'-\.: 
• • • .. • • . . x~ .& J 

we were on the bus w~th h~m. So we d~d nave ~nt~mate contact ;··~ 

with him at all t 'ime.s, . and he was as accessible as the ·r .eporte/ : ~-' 
next to you would be. No p ;-oblem at all of talking to him. . ..-· 
In fact, we always did talk~ much of it banter and laughter ·,·~:!: : ·· ·· · 
and comment about- the situation. .'~ .':,::·;~-· 

1 ·~ .:·· ., 

MORRISSEY: 

KILPATRICK: 

' .. 
That 1 s what I was wondering about. · Would · he ' 
comment on his own prospects? 

Well, my memory faiis me on . some of this, but·~;. .! 'k ,·r 
certainly in Wisconsin he talked about it. And · ~: 

I'm sure he went over with us the areas wh~re-" 1)'? .~-~~ .. ~. ­
thought he was weak and strong. I can 1 t remember ever having .,., 
that kind of convers.ation with him in West Virginia, ~aking .a, ...... 

i ' ~ •· • <:~ . ~ . 
prediction. 

;--: ' . ~~~::·~ 
MORRISSEY: I 1 m interested in that be.cause some people have_ .. , ... ·:-!_ . ' 

emphasized how analytical Kennedy could be ap9ut 
himself. ~ '-~ 

... 
KILPATRICK: Oh, that's true. And he would be analytical . 

about how well he did or how poorly he did· in . .. .• : . ~ 
a speech. Or he'd say~ "I don't think . I di9 . ··'·"·f. 

well · in that community." There were many conversations like· ..... ·' ·· ., I 
that. :;f, · 

.. . 1.-" 

MORRISSEY: Did you cover him between the West Virginia . 
primary and the Convention in Los Angeles?· 

KILPATRICK: Yes, he was here in ,Washington a great deal of 
that time. I did not go to the Oregon primary, 
and I did not go out for the California . primary, 

I think. So I wasn 't with him a great deal in that period 

. l 

'· ' 
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exce~t from time to time in short trips in this part of the 
country. I remember c ove.ring some press conferences that h e 
had here. 

MORRISSEY: Did you go to Los Angeles? 

KILPATRICK: I was at Los Angeles. 
...... , 

MORRISSEY: What's your overriding recollection of the 
boom for ~dlai E~ Stevenson before the 
were cast? : . 

KILPATRICK: I ~now that we began writing very shortly 
we got there that Kennedy would win. We never . .. 
did think that the Stevenson boom would take off~~ , 

I don't believe that I ever thought. it would. We also tho.~ght '·'~ . 
. . - ~ 

fairly soon after we got there that L,Lyndon B.J Johnson WQuld~-~""·:.•!· 
be picked for the vice presidency. .· · · "~~·~ 

~. . • l' 

' 
'I ' •I' 

MORRISSEY: Oh, really? 
. ' ... ' ' _. ,l ,( 

KILPATRICK: And that was aartly because of LPhilip L.J ~hil _.~; ·-~­
Graham's connection. Graham was for Johnson;' f or -·?::::i:. 
vice ·president, and Kennedy told him at some · ·\ ··~, 

_.,... .... _t, t 

point that week that he would like to have Johnson in. second : ~, . 
~pot. I doubt that I have anything else on the ' Convention ,-
that you haven't very thoroughly covered with .other people : r .. 

because I was sort of bouncing around all that week in various ': .. · 
places. I'm sure that there are much better records than my .... 
memory would be on that now. ·. . . ~'_:~ 

I went from there to the Republican Convention, which was'" : ,. 
in Chicago, wasn't it? ~· Q. . 

MORRISSEY: Or San Francisco. 

. KILPATRICK: No, it was in Chicago. ffiichard M..J' Nixon was 
nominated, and ~enry Caboi{ Lodge. The n im­
mediately after the Republican Convention t I 

went to Hyannis Port. And I remember the f ir~t thing, when 

j. ·7't 

I saw Kennedy 1 he said, . "Well 1 Lodge made a good speech, ·. didn ! t' 
he?" And I s a id·, "Yes, it was a v ery g ood speech . " At that · 
point I think we were all, at least I was thinking that he was 

.. 
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going to win fairly easily over Nixon. And I ·believe that 
he thought so. And about, I guess sometime in August, maybe 

J, 
.[ 

early August, a Gallup poll showed that Nixon was, I believe, ., :, 
leading. That caused quite a bit of surprise. I stayed in' . , , 

. . ;: Hyannis Port for some several weeks. I can't remember how 
long. Df course you know he had many meetings there; all 

; •. ~·. ' 
the groups in the Democratic party came to see him; Johnson .., --;-.~:· 

came to see him; Walter Reuther; Negro leaders. A g~eat 
many foreign cor:r:;espondents came to talk to him. .He was 
always as relaxed and casual as ever. , Always after a press 

<··-

conference or after a meeting on the lawn with one of these ~.~ 
officials where he 1 d come out and introduce them to the press_, _i': . · ~ 
and there'd be c~owds of people on the street, and he would . ·.:~ 
always take these people over and introduce them across the 
fence to the people standing there. , ., '- ..:., 

Then I remember leaving Hyannis ·with him when he began <: ~~ 
the campaign. We were all on the Caroline. Senator ffituar.:!:l .,·~*··. 
Symington was there. He had been there to see him. I guess ·· · 
we flew to Washington for the firSt· stop, then the campaign 
began. This must have been about Labor Day or the first of . .... 
September. I don 1 t have anything to add on the campa~gn ., · 
except that I flew back and forth between Nixon and Kennedy 
I was with Kennedy toward the end, and he spoke in Oklahom~ • 
I know I went by to see ffi. S.J' Mike Monroney after that. · f i 
dropped off the campaign plane and stayed there and did a , __ 
story on the situation in Oklahoma. Monroney was very opti­
mistic; he thought that Kennedy would win very easily, big · ·i-~ 
vot~. He was very doubtful about Oklahoma, but he even '· -~ -~~ ¥~. 
thought he had a chance there, which, .of course, he did not. · .. · 

I came back to Washington from there and worked ele'ction . :,"" 
night in the office. Earlier, I was in .Memphis. And there .•. :·, 
I encountered the religious is sue in all its fury. I inter- ,, . · 
viewed a lot of people who were leading the fi<fht on religiou$, )",. 
grounds against him. They were certainly active. He lost · ··. 

' Tennessee. Nixon carried Tennessee. It was unquestionably 
. on the religious issue. I was surprised at how open so many ··;~i, 

7 
people were in opposing him on religious grounds. That issue )·" 
almost lost the election for him. 

MORRISSEY: Did you, or any of these other political figure s :" 
that you talked with, have any premonitions ' that 
it would be as close as it turned out? · .~ 

r·~ 

~~~ . -. - --- ....... 
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No, I can 1 t say that I d'i d. I thought that 
Monroney was correct when he predicted a big 
victory. I'do remember~· Kenneth7 Kenny 

0 1 Donnell would a lways say, 11 It 1 s going , to be close. 11 Yet, 
I · don 1 t believe t hey expec·t ed it to be that close. I 1 m sure 
Kennedy , thought h e ':would win Oh io, for example. 

,• 

After the election I remember. he carne to Washington~ .. It 
was Thanksgiving weekend . On Thanks g iving night, he flew to 
Palm Beach. By t~en we were on s epar ate planes because h~s 
plane was not large enough to hold the ·press. The press ·plane ' 
flew into Palm Beach, and we landed first. I . took my wife 
down because I thought we would be there for that weekend. 
His plane landed 1a few minutes later: i .t was nearly midnight-; 
and they said innnediately they had a t elephone call for _him" '-. 
Mrs. Kennedy had been taken to the · hospital ·. So he innnediately · • 
got opto the press plane, which by ' tnen I ~hink had refueled , ! 
and it was going to come back deadh.ead to New · York or Washington. 
But everybody got back on the press plane, .. and he got word 
after we were airborne that John Lr· Kenn~dy, , Jr~ had been bo~n. 
Even under the stress of that, he wa, . .. C:s polite· ~nd relaxed as 
ever. I know at least three or four t1mes after 'that, when we ~ 

were in Florida or traveling, he 1d say, . 11Well , why didn 1t you , 
bring your wife? Doesn 1 t she trust ~e? 11 Or, 1!Wh,en is: :she 
coming in? Sorry I .messed up her weekend... Little things lil<:e 
that were part of him. 

MORRISSEY: During the campaign against Nixon, do yo.u reca l l 
any occasions when Kennedy analyzed his prospects? 

KILPATRICK: I don 1t. I 1m su~e that he did . · The campaign was 
more hectic. We did not have a s much dir ec·t cont act 
with him as we 1d had in the primary. · W~ saw him, 

we had press conferences with him, and we traveled on the bus with 
him and all, but I don 1t believe that I had any private t alk 
with him during that time. ~~d I s pent about half the t ime with 
Nixon in the campaign . 

MORRI SSEY : Did the Ni xon people .f ee l that the ir prospects 
were good? 

.. 
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KILPATRICK: Well, they always drew big crowds, But I "J:.hinJc 
l• they always recognized that they had an uphill 

·~ 

fight. They were putting oh a lot of ste~ at 
the end. I think they thought they were going to make ' lt 
toward the end. But we never had a talk with Nixon. The 
first week out, I remember we were somewhere in the Midwest, 
and he had a press conference, . and it did not go well from 
his point of view. And that .was the last press conference 
he had. _He never did talk to reporters after that except · • 
maybe a very few, favored few. He certainly drew big crowds 
everywhere. Of course, Kennedy did too. 

.. 
MORRISSEY: 

KILPATRICK: 

Did\you ·have any chances when ·Kennedy was 
President to see him p~rsonall~? · .. 

l .:. , .. 

I saw him a few times~ but, it was always where 
records were made. For example, we had those 
meetings with him at Christmas of each year. 

But you have that. One very vivid memory is in 1962. 'He 
gave a party on Christmas Day for the 'press. It was in Palm 
Beach, and we went to the house, .the Paul home there that he 
occupied. He wandered around the room, talking to everybody 
there. This was immediately after the Nassau conference with 
~arol£7 Macmillan. · And the one thing that stands out is that 
we were chatting, and I asked if he thought it was clear that 
Britain would get into the Common Market. And he shook his 
head and said, "No, no, it's very difficult.,' very difficult. 
I'm not sure at all." That was a great surprise to me because 
everyone else had been saying it's a forgone conclusion: ~hey 
would be in within a month. And I must say _ that I then went 
up the riext week and had a conversation with George Ball at · 
his home in Florida, and he was absolutely confident that 
Britain would get in. Then in January ~arlei7 de Gaulle 
announced his veto. So Kennedy certainly had reason to be 
doubtful. I don't know what it was or whether · it was just 
his own good judgment, but he knew that · de Gaalle might pull 
something like this . 

MORRISSEY: Many people have commented 

.. 

. . 
" { 
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KILPATRICK: The last time I was wi·th him was .in Florida 

when he went there in November, 1963. He sp~·e 
in Tampa at· noon, I t.hink to the state Chamber of 

Commerce. It. was one of his very best speeches; he waa trying 
tb say to the business people, "Look, I'm not an enemy. I'm 
really trying to keep the economy goi g, " and so on, and he 
did it extremely well. He always seemed to me to be best in 
his speeches when he was under some disadvantage. Another 

. speech that was ap extraordinary speech was the speech he 
made to · the NAM ffiational Association of lVianufacturery and 

. I would judge that was in '61 in December, in New York when 
he announced before the NAM that he would asJc for the Trade 
Expans ion Act, a]\ld gave his reasons.. That was a hos·tile 

r audience. It was· a very long speech, much longer ·than he . 1 

had intended, and one of his most effective ones. I think 
that was also true of his speech wl-ien he ari·c;wered ,Lila:c:ty §7 
Truman in the ,campaign, which would have been in the summer 
of • 60, when Truman said Kennedy was not ready o Kenr1edy was 
very effective in answering that; very effective in the debates 

· with Nixon because he was on the defensive. 

MORRISSEY: 

KILPATRICK: 

MORRISSEY: 

KILPATRICK: 

Were you covering ·the Whi·te House during the 
t .wo Cuban crises? 

Yes, I was. 

Did you see anything ·of him directly during 
either one of those two? 

No, I covered them day and night, but I don't 
I 

thi!lk that I hctve any·thing that you don't have 
in the record. I do :r. emember that:. I 'Vl<J.S in . 

.- Connecticut with him the week befo:r.e th0 Cuban mi,3;;ile cri:::is. 
He at that point kn.evt about it, but we did not; Salinger did 
not . In the afternoon he made several speeches,. I guess we 

·stayed overnight, and he came back to Washington ·the next day~ 
That must have been about Thursday. He went to Chicago Friday_ 
night or Saturday ~orning and came bacJc Sunday morning or 

~saturday night and made the announcement to the nation Nonday 
.night on the missile crisis. · 
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MORRISSEY: Did you have any inkling? 

KILPATRICK: I had . no inkiing. . I was . not in Chicago. t-1aybe 
the Connecticut trip was as early as · Tuesday or 
Wednesday because I stayed i n Connecticut. for a · 

couple of days to do a politicai story on Connecticut, and then 
I was back ·in Washington that week~nd • . I'm sure that ffidward 15"! 
Eddie Folliard of our pa p er went .' wl.th him to Chicago. I know 
I was surprised and unconvinced. that he had a cold--that was 
the reason given for his .abrupt return to Wash~ngton. But I 
had no inkling of the true facts. . But;. 'by Sunday afternoon we 
had reports that sometbiug . was up ~n a very dramat.ic way. 
Both the missile crisis and the B~y - of Pigs ~ere :hectic days 
at the ~i te House I but our :_, contact then was with Salinger 
rather than with the Presip;nt. 

MORRISSEY: There were charges of. mana ged news during the 
Kennedy Administrati~n. What's your observation 
on that? 

't ,,. . 

KILPATRICK: Well, I never did think much of those charges ·· 
then, and I don • t now . The press secretary in '· 

. ' 
every administration , attempts to put the bes·t 

:· possible ~ight on · the news. , 'aut -:I thought that. was a 
completely phony is s ue. We had ·.our squabbles with Salinger 
many times I and we fought. We were no ·.doubt misled I as ·. 
~veryone is, on some occasion. 'The Pr~sident \vas always' 
remarkably candid, I thought, in his t alks wi·th u s . 

' ' 

MORRISSEY: 
..- ' . . 

Some people have commented on his ' extraordinary 
sensitivity to ,what was published. · 

•' .. 

KILPATRICK: He was very sensitiv~ to .what was published • . I ' 
was rather late learning .this. A·t first I ... , 
thought he didn't . care · be'cause, I remernbe·r, for ., 

example, in 1960 at Hyannis, one, day there· was a column someone 
ha'd written· in a New York paper, ','a humorous column, that made 
great fun of him. And he showed, me. that. column.· He though·t 
this -was one of the funniest things he'd ever ~een. And I 
thought, "Well, he has a c omplet'ely thick skin and is completely 
objective about himself." .. But I found our later that ,., s not 

'• 

- ••. - - t .... 
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---
true. While this was;· a spoofing--;-as I r~member it, it was even 
cutting column--he thought it was very funny and got a great 
kick out of it. But later h~ many times showed his annoyance 
with things that were reported about him. But1 every President 
does. 

A group of us, a group of newspapermen> had a dinner for 
him .. in 195'9--it seems to me. it·, was in the · fal.]., September or . 
October--about a ·.·dozen people had it in a room at the National 
Press Club. He. told us then that . he would announce his . 
candidacy after Chr~stmas. · As I recall, he predicted t hat 
Symington would win, however. He thought Johnson could not 
make it because of his heart attack .and hi$ Texas background, 
and that Humphrey would not because he was too fa.'r to the 

, left. He thought t:tley would probably compromise on Symington, 
which wa$ one of his worst predictions~ He. always had great· 
respect . for Johnson as a man, as a politician. I don't believe 
there was very much love lost, but at. that. time and at other 
times, he told me how able he thought Johnson was. I remember 
flying ·from Washington to Palm Beach, I guess in December of 
1960, with him. It was after the baby was born, and , the baby 

" · was on the plane with ~rs. Kennedy, and they were · sleeping, 
I think, in the back, and so he was up forward. I sat by him 
and talked to him at some length. . I remember he mentioned 
[McGeorge] Bundy, and he said something about Secretary of 
State. And I said, "Well,' why don't you go on and make Bundy 
Secretary of State if you want him?" He very quickly responded. 
s aid, "Oh,no, you couldn't possibly do that. You can't put 
anybody like that in charge of a big department. \vho hasn '.t ha.d 
any real government experienceo You've got t o h~ve somebody 
with experience." And then he mentioned Whizzer White, Byron 
White, and said, "Now he, too, could become head of an agency, 
but he's got to have some testing first." , He rejected the 
thought of Bundy as .a Secretary of State, but he certainly had 
him in mind as a future possibility, just· as he had White in 
mind for some bigger job later. I remember he asked me on tha t 
trip if I knew Robert Weaver. He 'd had some reports · on him 
and ,obviously wanted to take him into the · Administra·tion.. I 
know that he considered. [Dean] Rusk, David Bruceu and a third 
person for Secretary of Sta·te-- [J. William] Fulbright.. I don't 
.think Fulbright was ever a serious contender. Johnson wanted 

.. 
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Fulbright, but Kennedy did not. Kennedy was thirucing . in t erms 
of David Bruce. He consider ed h i m a t l e ng t h , and fina lly chose 
Rusk • 

MORRISSE,Y: I've also heard it said that du ring the Kennedy 
Adminis·tration the ship o f state leal~ed a t t he 
top. 

KILPATRICK: Yes; that's quite true, it did. He had already 
announced the appointment o·f Secretary Freeman, 
of Orville Freeman to be Secretary of Agriculture. 

I remarked to him on the plane going to New Yor1<: that Freema n 
' certainly had a tough. job ahead. He. said, 11Yes, but. I •ve got·ten 

~arles S~ Charlie ·Murphy to be Under Secretary. And that 5 S 

a good second man for the job. 11 Well, I waited a day and t hen 
wrote the story. And the following day he .said, "Where in t he 
world do you folks get leaks like that? . Haw did you find out · 
about it? 11 And I said, "Well, someb ody in Wa shington told us." 

· ,LLaughtey I didn • ·t have the courage a·t tha·t moment to s ay 
· that, 11You t~ld me. " I think the /Washington? ~ was the 
first paper to say that Rusk would be t h e Secretary of St a te . 
A-~d · I'm sure that that crune from the President hims elf to Phi l 
Graham, and I know that he was annoy ed that that was p r inted . 
and asked for investigation of who leaked it ~ ·He fina l ly 
realized that he himself had done it. 

~· 

MORRISSEY: Did you cover the Dallas Trip? 
l 

' . 
KILPATRICK: No. No, I'd gone the week befqre ·to New York 

with him and then to Flor ida where he spoke at 
Tampa at noon on Monday an~ spoke that night in 

Miami and, I believe, came b a ck J.a·t~ that night. At that time 
Eddie Folliard and I were a l ternating on a good many trips , and 
he took the next trip, and that was t h e Dallas trip. 

MORRISSEY: 

KI LPATRICK: 

Is there any othe r aspect of press relations 
during the Kenn edy Administration that. you • d 
like to comment on ? 1 

.• 

No, I .don't beli QVe so. I think i t 's all on the 
recor d. I knovv' t hnt towa rd t he end, I got a little 
tired, and I gather he d id, of the pre ss 

~ 
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conferences. And yet, as we look back on them, they•re so 
much be·tter than wha~c we have now that there • s no c omparison . 
Salinger was an able ·press secretary; he was careless about 
things, made our life ,difficult at time·s. ·But he was info:t.med, 
and he knew what he was talking about. And ·then ·the ~resident 
himself made himself available to ,the press on a regular basis u 
That, after ali, is the important thing. 

MORRISSEY: How~bout the men around the President, were · 
they equally accessible? 

KILPATRICK: They were available, surely. ·-, Yes, · I sai'l them 
regularly, saw all of them, and I . found them ah'lays 
helpful. Always helpful, that-• s ! not correct either, 

not always, but I found them understanding, as1 much as ·any staff 
could be. 

MORRISSEY: Is there anything · in the books by ffirthur M., Jr.J' 
Schlesinger and Lfheodore C~ Sorensen and others 
that, ·in your experience, is inC\ccurate? 

,·. 

~ KILPATRICK: No, I don•t recall anything at· the moment. I 
remember there was one _thing in Schlesinger•s . 

· ·"' book that I · thought was just ·a very small matter. 
of detail that was wrong. I 1 ll try to find that and let you 
know. 

MORRISSEY: 

KILPATRICK: 

MORRISSEY: 

KILPATRICK: 

MORRISSEY: 

.. 'I ,..r •-~: 

Would you make notes of many of your conversations 
with the President? 

I do have some notes on them, yes. _ 

What we often do, if people are willing, are _ 
append Xerox copies of them to the. tra·nscript of 
the interview. 

Alright, let me look and see if I can ,. because I 
suspect they 1 11 be valuable • I think I h.ave 
some that I could show you. 

Excellent. ,. 

.. 

. . 
' . . 



KILPATRICK: 

MORRISSEY: 

KILPATRICK: 

MORRISSEY: 

KILPATRICK: 

,,. .I 

MORRISSEY: 

'·· 

' ' I 

... 

Alright. 

Is there anything else you thiruc 

I don•t think so. 

we've overlooked? 

I can't thiru~ of anything. 

You've been on the ·grill for an hour. 
Tharuc you very ·much. 

I 1'' 

.... 

I 
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