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Oral Historxry InterviéW'
G. Gould Lincoln o

Januaxy 11, 1966
| waghington, D.C.

+ By Joseph E. O'Connor

For the John F. Kennedy Library

This is a taped intérviéw for the Johﬁ
F. Kennedy OraluHistorﬁ_Project with
Mr. G. Gould Lincoln. The interviewer
is Joe O'Connor. The date is Tuesday,
January li, 1966. .The interview is
being gonducted in the sound studio of
the Natioﬂal Archives Bﬁilding. :

I first knew John Kennedy whén he first
came to Washington aé‘abrepiesentative-,

from Massachusetts in 1946. I was a
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of the Massachusetts delegation urging

-

cor¥respondent at that time for the

Boston Globe. I sent in for him in the

House lobby, and he came out =-- a young

man. He looked almost a c¢hild with his
shock of hair. But he Wés very friendly
ahd very pleasant. At that time John |
McCormack, now Speaker of the House,

‘ s
was clrculating a petition among members

that the former mayor and governor
of Massachusetts, and represehtative of

Massachusetts, [James M;] Jim Curley,

be released from jail. He had been
indicted and convicted of using the
mails to defraud. The FDR [Franklin
Delano Roosevelt] Administration had
been hot on his traill for some reason

or other -- I think because he had bfoken

away from them when Franklin Roosevelt

was seeking a third texrm. John was
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tryfng to get cﬁrley released from jail.
So I asked_this young congressman, thinking,
of course that he would say yes, whether
he was going to sign the petition. But
he said, "No," very firml?. To my mind,
tﬁis was é rather courageous thing to do
b?cause he had just been elecéed £rom
Curley's old district in Bosﬁdn.- There
never wasg any love between the Curley
family and the Kennedy family, especially
old [John F.] "Honey" Fitzgerald who was
Jack Kennedy's grandfather. fﬂe was a
very likable young man at that time, and
he remained that until he died.

Did he ever tell you exactly why he
chose not to sign the pet%tion?

No; he didn't tell me why. He just_%aid
he wasn't going to do it. And that's
what I reported.

Did McCormack ever talk to you about that?
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Dfd you ever get MgCQrméck’s reaction
to Kennedy's refusal?

LINCOLNg No, I have talked to McCormack several.
times about John KEnnedy. 'It wa.s latgrl
on when the question was whether Kennedy
;as going to have McCormack as Speaker _Q;
after he had been electéd President in

oA X

1960. Then there arose the‘question who

would be Speaker. Mr., MeCormack has

always told me that he and John Kennedy

were friendly. At one time —— I think

it was in '62 ~—- the question arose as

to whether the President was going to ,

support his bfother, [BEdward M.] Ted

Kennedy, for Senator. McCormack's

nephew, Edward McCormack, waé a candidaée'
and had been Attorney General twice. “
Of course, Mr..McCorxmack, the Speaker,
wanted very much to see his nephew

nominated and elected to the Senaté.
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that, McCorxmack insisted that he had
kept his hands off and the President
said he did, and that the relationship

was good. As of today, McCormack would

still maintain that he had been entirely

loyal to the fresident after he came in,
¢ ,

and the McCormacks can't work togethgr.
Congressman McCormack and the then
Senator clashed in 1956 over control of
the Massachusetts state deiegation.

Yes. i

I wéndered if McCormack ever mentioned
that to you or if you Had known-aﬁything
about that clash? :
Oh, I think it'was publicized.

It was publicized well, but I wondered
if Congressman McCormack ever mentioned'

it at all to you, There were rumors

It didn't happen that way. But even after

and that there's no reason why the Kennedyé f*¥f
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thét they weré'ﬁot on .the best of

Eerms then.

Well, they weren't when they were clashing;
That's very true. No, they've clashed
at times. I'm not tryilng to éay that
tﬂey haven'ﬁ, but MECormack’s elaim is
that he has aiways beén.loyal‘to the

‘

President, after he became President.
Do you havé any*other remembrances of
Congressman Kennedy when he was a young
man, how he impressed ypu,'qr when he
was a young senatoxn?

No, I knew him betﬁer_when he.became
Senator. I used to'see him.qﬁite
frequently about things pertaining to |
Massachusetts'leéislation. in 1957, I
think it was, he was made chairman of a
committee of five senators to pick the

five senators who aﬁpeared to have an

outstanding effect on the history of the
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coﬁntry from the beginning, the five
most inflgentialrin tﬁeir way, thelr
own particular way. I remember very
well that I saw him, and I said to

Senator Kennedy that i1f you are going

v i

to pick a Républican.progressive as one

of these five, please select éld [Robert
&., Sr.] "Fighting Bob" LaFollette of ‘
Wisconsin, who had been practically the
originator of the progressive Republicans’
side of the fence. He had fought for

the progressives'® interests out there

as an attofney, then as Governor, and

then had fought for their interests in

the Senate, and that he was the outstanding
man, rather than George Noxris of Nebraske.
Senator Kennedy was rather favorable

to George Norris, He had included Norris

in his Profiles‘ig Courage which I thought

was wonderful, not only historically but

.
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alsp as a litéfary work. It has been

very helpful, I know, in bringing out 5
the history of the country. But anyway, ;
the committee finally decided that they 5
would take LaFollette, and he wxote me i;
avnote in whiéh he said he knew I would ;f
be glad it had happened. He had asked " _5;;' ié
. v G o
me to suggest some of the senators who : iii ig
might be chosen because I had covered the_“’ . 5  éi

Senate from 1907 to 1957, which is half

a century. But he went along with the

committee on LaFollette although he E u§~ (
had Norris as a second choice. Now those 'fﬁ;A %{
Senators were [HenrY] Clay, and [John C.] ':;l

Calhoun, aﬁd [Daniel] Webster, [Robert Af] .
Taft, and LaFollette. Thelr portraits ’ ff
were to be hung in the reception room '_; ;i
outside the Senate Chamber for visitors | :i
who came there, and those portralts are ?
hanging there now. ;

K
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How would yoﬁ rank Senatox Kenhedy? How

would you rate him?

When he was Senator?

Sure, you must have seen him sometime

while he was Senator. .

v

Oh, yes, I saw him gquite a lot when he

was Senator, and he made some veryfgoodr'

4

speeches, particularxly about foreilgn

affairs.

He was very much interested

in foreign affairs, and he traveled.

Then he was out of the Senate for almost

a year, as you know, on account of his

back, and when he wrote the Profiles in

Courage and so forth. But he was a good

senator.

He had a repuﬁation actﬁally for_missing

meetings, missing committee meetings, and

not attending the Senate. I wonder if

you would comment on that at all.

Was

there any harsh feéling generated by that

'
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atéitude among.other senators towaxd
Senator Kennedy? |
LINCOLN¢g Well, I've alreadf explained that he was
away for quite a long time, but he did : ;f ?é
his committee work. He was in charge of ";H gé
sévera; importént bills and helped to .;. 5;
get them through. One of them, which i
‘

he had introduced, cdame from the Senate

Committee on Labor and Public Welfare in

1959, It dealt with malpractices in

the internal affairs of labor unions and
with proposed amendments to the Taft-Hartley
labor act. The measure grew 6ut of the
investigation conducted by the McClellan
investigating committee, and its inguiry
into the use of wéifare funds by union

officials,.

O'CONNOR:z Yes.
LINCOLNzs That committee’s principal counsel was 6% ks

Robert F. Kennedy, and he did a good job ?f %
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on?the committee., John Kennedy had
much to do with getting that through. I
think he also had to do with the first

civil rights bill.

He strongly supported the so called

v

jury amendment to that bill, to assure

right by jury trial in eivil rights cases

: . | _
and the right of Negroes to serve on juries.
He was controversial, at least, in the

passage of the 1957 eivil rights bill. ';3

Yes. 8o KEnnedy made his mark in the

Senate.
You said you talked to him several times g?
about legislation concerning Massachusetts.

Do you recall any speeifiecs?

No, that was some time ag6 and things

would.e o &

Do you remember his stand on the

St. Lawrence Seaway issue? I believe

he was in Congress at that time.

' % i
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~press, he was very, very good. He
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12—
Yesﬁ he was.
He voted for the St. Lawrence Seaway and
this, in effect, was a vote interpreted

by some people as a voteagainst Massachusetts

or New England industry.

¥

Yes, but he was a veryindependent

g
E
£
B ;‘
E;

fellow. When he believed a thing, he

4
went for it -- or he went against it,

R Tl e A T Rt

he went all the way. After he became %i' é
President, I used to go to his press A  1' &
conferences, and he handled himself ‘

| ) :
probably bétter than any other President.
I'vé seen eleven of them beginning with

Theodore Roosevelt. In dealing with the ° 1: é

rarely became angry, and he was sometimes
very amusing in hils answers. He was

witty, quick witted.

I was watching a televised interview

with him at a press conference —- only
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twé or three weeks before he went to
Texas. At that time thexe had been a
number of reports.thét he was going to
ditch Lyndon Johnson and not have him
for Vice President on his ticket in
1564. Almost at the close of that
ﬁress conference, [Edward T.] Eddie 5

4

Folliaxrd of the Washingtoﬁ'?ogt, and'

I was watchiﬁg this very closely, asked
the President whether these reports were
true that he was going to ditch Lﬁnddn
Johnson and take another vice president.
And the President was very emphatic in'
 saying that Johnson would be on the
ticket, that Ehere‘was no truth in thésé
reports. It was at_almost the close of'
the half hour that was allotted usually,
and before the President finished speaking
to Folliard, there was.a clamor of "Mr.‘

President, Mr. President." Frxom all




_ ovér the chamﬁér they wanted to get

-
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recognitiqn and to get in a guestion,

and I think the President's full answer

was not recorded. But what he said,

as I heard it, and I was listening |
c;refully, was: "He will be:on the

ticket even if I am not." Now I've
;earched the records and'asked peopie'if :“
I heard that correctly,.but I've never '
been able to confirm iﬁ;»'I didn't thihk

at the time that the President was

seeking to ldok iﬁto the future or that

it had anything to do with his assasaination :i?‘

or that he had thought anything about

his assassination. I merely thought
that it was his way of emphasizing the
fact that Johnson was to be on the ticket. :

And that's what I still thihk‘ It is a

strange coincidence, however, as it

turned out if I heard correctly. And
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I‘ﬁ sure that I did heéar correatly.

But as I say, I've never been able to
confirm.it. It was a strange coincldence

in my mind. .As-soon as the assgssination
news had settled down & little,bI went
immediately to find out 1f that had

heen true because it would haye been.a'
strange coincidence; But I hever considered
it more than a coincidence. I never ‘
thought'he was prophesying that he'was‘

going to die. .

The President had a reputation for being

very sensitive to news stories, I wonder

if he ever commented on anyrof'your

' news stories favorably or . .

Well, the only news story that he commented
upon == it waé rather unfavorably. In
1960 I wrote a political ¢olumn for

the Washington [Evening] Star, and in it

I had discussed the primary up. in New:Hampshire

e et
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| overwhelmingly, probablyo and that some = . Yy 4
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where he was enteved as a presidential

candidate,_ I had gaid in the stoxry

that this was almest his baokyard,

New Eampshire, and that he would win

: 4

members of his family had been up there

SrsE =G

A i R

working for him. Well he read this

i
story, and he Wrote me: a letter [laughterj

in which he took exception to the Fant

o
ST
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that I had said that members of hisrme:

e
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family had been uprthere..‘Now;:it wes é

s S Wl

very nice lettera He wound up. hy saying

"Your friend, as usual, Jack KEnnedy,;}"

S

But he did read the newepapers qnite o

closely. S e R

The onlyjtime that he-really gotA;

s
&
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incensed when he was President that I
T

know of was not at anyﬁhing ¥ had written

but at the New YOrk Herald Tribune, which

ie an old story. gut he blew up over that,oneeﬂ‘
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You never heard of any other specific:
instances whexe he got angfy at a particular
reporter for a particular story, did you?

No, I don't recall any offhand. I don't

doubt that he'didn it 1ike sous éf théf~ 
tﬂings that‘were‘ﬁrittén; but‘noﬁe éf{therb
presidents doy The preSS'hAS béép a‘lf
ﬁair shirt for every president that ever
sat in the White Hbusé.: ‘ ‘

My recollecﬁions:of K@ﬁne§j §re _ ;
all very pleaséﬁtt He WasvaIWafé:frieﬁdlj
and frank. Wheﬁ jou Qentft6 sée him;i:d
he didn’t hesitate to tell you. 'Apé §f"3ffmﬁ
he didﬁ’t want YOﬁIto:quéte'ﬁim, ﬁhy(e'v:
hé would say so.

I remember him very well just after]

| S 7
he had been neminated out there at Los

Angeles. I was at the maeting of the:
Democratic National'COmmittee, aﬁd he

came to see the'Committéé=immediately‘
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th;not immediétély. He'd been neminated
the day before. He came to talk.to the
National Committee, as candldates always

do after they've been nominated, and'he

" was just as natural. Well, he d;dn’t

aét aé a man chpsen‘for the nominaﬁibn.‘

He was almost humblé when hégcaméjiﬁ

;nd spoke to:thém'all;A Héxépckg £Q some.
of the reporteré thaﬁlhé knsw‘as hé went

in., He was most attractive¢

i

You didn't have any contact With him, ;

'particularly, during the 1956 cOnventlon,

did you? You didn‘t hava a chance to
observe him especially° Kok V
Well, I only saw himloccasionally out
at the COnvention when he was seeking '
the Democratic nomination for,ViCe

president. And he‘nearly,got iﬁ,,as

you well know. He is a very good

worker at polities, and he almost had

it tied up.
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' It was the only ‘time that I've ever

seen it happen that a presidential nominee did

not say who he wanted for vice president,l
but Adlai Stevenson just thren:it out on

convention floor.. . . And it eaused'qnite
A TOWes & » [Hubeft He.] Humphreyididn;t |
like it. He was a candidate. And [Estes]

Refauver wanted it, and Kennedy wanted it~ o

It made the one really dramatic occasion er f?”

that Democratic COnventien.“

Do you have any other instances you‘d like A

to relate, perhaps relating to the traveling

you did during the 1960 campaign? Ybu

said you traveled to several states.,“

Well, I went to New'Ybrk and to Pennsylvaniafl“ .

and to New Jersey, those three states;.and-l
became convinced that he nas going tofcarry
New York. ~In‘fact, I had it from both the 3
Democratic and Republican State Chairmen,‘

and that was enough. Also, in Pennsylvania

it was very clear that he had the edge, I .

e e m——
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thbught, and perhaps a little less 80

in New Jersey, but still he had the edge,

And I was convinced -~ in fact, I had beeh;.

convinced for gome time —— thet he wgé
going to win. I-thought after that i
first telev1sed interview he had with
[Richard M.] Nixon that Mr. Kennedy 5

was surely going to win.

You did your traveling after the candidatee
had been nominated in 1960, didn*t you? |
Oh, ves. »

You didn't travel before that?

No, I went out to the Democratic COnvention i

in 1960, I thought that his selection‘“la

" of Johnson ‘was one of the wisest things F ol

s
he ever did. I think I'‘ve already, perhaps,

talked about that. Well, I:hadvnothing‘to'
do with the selection of Mr. Johnsohdfor‘

the vice presidential nomination, but I

did have a very close look at what was

SRR
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happening the day that the announcement
was made.
I was in Lyndon Johnson's room

at the hotel. This was before any

“announcement was made whatever, and it

¥

Of course, it was after Johnson had been

4 ,

told by Bobby Kennedy that the President =

wanted him. I was sitting there on the

bed, and nobody but Johnson and I were -

in the room. Jchnson finally got ﬁp,and :;;T\

walked around the:room, and;he said,':
"This is going'to be & toqgh aampaign,‘
and Kennedy is going'to'have a ﬁough f%me;éﬁ
And I've made up my miqd théf I}m'going:ﬂ  
to do everythiné I can to heip him wiﬁ: ‘
this electionf" -Well, he didn't have
to tell me what he;was géing to d@jaftér

-

that. I knew he was going to accept

that vice presidential nomination because 2

was early in the moxrning, cdmparatively early;;}f“
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it kad been in the éir:that he would

be picked. So i left Mr. Jéhnson and

went back to my place in Convention Hallv_l'
and told the'officevwhaﬁ I thqught, Bﬁﬁ
Johnson had made up'ﬁis mind thét he

was going to‘go through with*it; 

Q}d you ever notice any'hafd feeiihgs
between the Kénhedyﬁ‘and Johnson, either
before or after he became viée'preaidént?
Well, there weré many repoits ﬁh%t ;
Nr., Johnson Was ot going tgvbe sélectéd >f,

for renomination and that there was a

break, but I never observed any, Mr. Kennedyﬂj:,l_

used his vice president?a ggéat dgél._

He sent him to Geﬁﬁany,‘férﬁéxample, aé
a very crucial moment, and Johnson did

a very goodxjob for him over thefe;.

How ébout in connection with Bob Kennedy?

Did yoﬁ see any evidence of hard feelings?

T e g
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Well, there Were 'report»s. " There were
reports, particularly after the aseaseinetiell
of the Presideﬁt,. thatr Bobb:? Kenr;edy

was at outs Witil J’oh'_nson.‘ And the.re'.

were reports, too, at ﬁhe -tiﬁe, that

¥

would accept the nomination a.nd had not
4

was a good gesture i:vo”'make friends in :
|

the South. I spoke to ‘the Attorney Ge:neral.

Bobby Kennedy, at that t:!.me. This was

when there were early reports to this effect, : ;

and he told me 'flatly that‘ J‘ohnson had

been his brother's first a.nd only cho:!.ce

for vice president. And that was the _

way it was, I think that Robert Kennedy

2

has since that time said just what : heve cf

said, that hls brother wanted Lyndon
Johnson for the vice presidency. And it

wag a very wise selection because he

the President had ‘not believed that JohnSQn . ;

wanted him to aecept it ﬂbut -thought .:Lth ) i '

T e B g P

&
i




O'CONNOR:

LINCOLN:

-

% G

miéht not hé&é.been elécted President if
he hadn't taken thnson??

Did Robert Kennedy téll yau_this after
the éssassihation.orﬂbefore?

Well, ﬁhg.reports, ﬁaturally, came after
éhe assassination.because, otherw;se,
you would have aéked the Presideht,'ﬁot
. ; 4

Bobby - Kennedy . _Butfthé'repbrtSIQame up
thén. That story'w5$ circulated that_thej
President and Robert Kennedy.ﬁaa not
really wanted Lyndon Johnson.fo? the

nomination, that it had been a gesture

merély to the South. But I think that

both the President and his brother,

being good boliticans, knew just exacﬁly :
what they were doing and that they needed
Johnson's support in the South. And they

got it in no unméasured terms. He helped

them carry Texas, which was a very close

propoaition, and several other atates that‘

v
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théy might haﬁé'lost.;
Do you have any'othefvreminiscenses that
you'd like to tell us about? I'm just
about through with questions here.

No, I think that's about all.

¥




