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oral History Interview 

with 

G.. Gould Lincoln 

January 11, 1966 
I washington, D.c. 

\ By Joseph E. O'Connor 

For the John Fo Kennedy Library 

This is a taped interview for the John 

F. Kennedy Oral His·tory Project '\!'lith 

Mr. G. Gould Lincoln~ The interviewer 

is Joe O'Connor~ . The date is Tuesday, 

January 11, 1966. The interview is 

being conducted in the sound s·tudio of 

the National Archives Buildingo 

I first knew John Kennedy when he first 

came to washingt~n as a representative 

from Massachusetts in 1946. I was a 
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correspondent at that t.ime for ·the 

Boston Globe~ I sent in for him in the 

House lobby, and he came out -- a young 

mano He looked almost a child with his 

shock of hair. But he was very friendly 

and very pleasanto A·t that ·time John 

McCormack, now Speaker of the House, 

was circulating a petition among members 

of the Massachusetts delegation urging 

that the former mayor and governor 

•' 

r ;:-, 

of Massachusetts, and representative of 

Massachusetts, [James M.] Jim Curley, 

be released from jail. He had been 

indicted and convicted of using the 

mails ·to defraudo The FDR [Franklin 
. • 

Delano Roosevelt] Administration had 

been hot on his trail for some reaso~ 

or other I think because he had broken 

away from them \V'hen Franltlin Roosevelt 

was seeking a third term.. John was 
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trying to get Curley rGleased from jail» 

So~ asked.this young congressman, thinking, 

of course that he would say yes , whethe r 

he \vas going to sign the peti'-tion.. But 

he said, "No," very firmly. To my mind, 

this was a rather courageous thing to do 

because he h ad jus t been elected from 

curley•s old district in Boston • . There 

never was any love between the Curley 

family and the Kennedy family, especially 

old [John F.] "Honey" Fitzgera ld who was 

J ack Kennedy's grandf athero ' He was a 

very likable young man at that time, and 

he remained ·that until he died .. 

Did he ever t el l you exactly why he 

chose not to sign the petition? 
~ 

No, he didn 1 t tell me why.. He just 1said 

he wasn 1 t going to do ita And that's 

wha t I reported .. 

Did MCCormack ever tall{ to you about that? 
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\ 

D±d you ever get l\1cCormaak ' s reaction 

to Kennaqy's refusal? 

. i LINCOLN:~ No~ I have talked to McCormack several 

times about John Kennedy., It was later 

on when the question was whether Kennedy 

was going 'i:.o have I'4cCormack as Speaker 

after he had been elected Presiden·t in 

1960. Then ·there arose the question who 

would be Speaker. Mr. McCormack has 

always told me that he and John Kenne.dy '· 

were friendlyo At one time -- I think 

it was in '62 -- the ques·t.ion arose as 

to vvhether the Presiden·t was going to 

support his brother, [Edward M.] Ted 

Kennedy, for Sena·tor., .McCormack 1 s 

nephew, Edward McCormack, wa s a candidate 

and had been Attorney General twice. 

Of course, Mr. •~ccormack, the Speaker, 

wanted very much to see his nephew 

nominated and elected to the Senate. 
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It~· didn•t .. happen tha.t v!ayo But even a:Et er 

that, McCormack insisted that he had 

kept his hands off and the President 

said he did, and that. the relationship 

was good. As of today, McCormack would 
II, 

still maintain that he had been entirely 

loyal to the President after he came in, 
·, 

and that there 1 s nd reason why the Kennedys 

and the McCormacks can • t worlt. together. 

Congressman McCormack and the the n 

Senator clashed iri 1956 over control of 

the Massachusetts state delegationo 

Yes .. 

I wondered if McCormack ever mentioned 

that to you or if you had known anything 

about that clash? 

Oh, I think it was publicizedo 

It was publicized well, but I wondered 

if Congressman McCormack ever mentioned 

it at all to you~ ~1ere were rumors 
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theft they we r e not on ._the best of 

terms then .. 

Well, they weren 1 t when they wore clashing ... 

Tha·t • s very true. No, they've clashed 

at times.. I'm not. trying to say that 

I 
they haven't, but McCormack~s claim is 

that he has always been.loyal · to the 

President, after he b ecame Pr~sident. 

Do you have any~~other remembrances of 

Congress man Kennedy wJ:ten he was ay<;>ung 

man , how he impressed you, or when he 

was a young senator? 

No, I knew him better when he became 

Senator. I used to see him quite 

frequently about things pertaining to 

Massachusetts legislation. In 1957, I 

think it was, he was made chairman of a 

committee of five senators to pick the 

five senators who appeared to have an 

outstanding effect on the history of the 
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.... · ... 

aobUltry from the beginning, the five 

most influential in their way, their 

own particular way.. I remember very 

well that I saw him, and I said to 

Senator Kennedy that if you are going 

to p ick a Republican progress ive as one 

of these five, p lease select old [Robert 

"·. ' 
M., Sro] 11 Fighting Bob" LaFollette of 

Wisconsin, who had been pract.ically the 

originator of the progressive Republicans' 

side of ·the fence. He had fought for 

the progressives• interests out there 

as an attorney, then as Governor, and 

then had fought for their interests in 

the Senate, and that he was the outstanding 

man, rather than George Norris of Nebraska... 

Senator Kennedy was rather favorable 

to George Norris., He had included Norris 

in his Profiles in Couraga which I thought 

was wonderfulq not only his·l:oriaally but 
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also as a lite;~ary work.. It has been 

very helpf:ul, I know, in bringing out. 

the history of the country.. Bu·t anyway, 
. ; 

the committee finally decided ·that they 

would take LaFollette, and he wrote me 

a note in which he said he knew I would 

be glad it had happened. He had asked 

me to suggest some o'f the senators who 
~·~ · .. 

might be chosen beaause I had covered th~ 

Senate from 1907 to 1957, which is half 
.:\ 

a century. But he went along with the 

committee on LaFollette although he 

had ·Norris as a second ahoiceo Now those 

Senators were [Henry] Clay, and . [John c .. ] , .\ r 

calhoun, and [Daniel] Webs·ter , [Robert A.] . ' 

Taft, and LaFollette. Their portraits 

were to be hung in the reception room ... ~. 

outside the Senate Chamber for visitors 

who carne there, and those portraits are 

hanging there now. 
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O'CONNOR: Ho'i1 would you rank Senator Kennedy? Ho-v7 

would you. rate him? 

LINCOLN: When he was Senator? 

O'CONNOR: Sure, you must have · seen him sometime 

while he was Senator • . 

I' LINCOLN11 Oh, yes, I saw him quite a lot when he 
...... 

was Sena·tor, and he made some very ' good · 
. .,. : . .., 

'· 

speeches, particularly about foreign ·, .. 

affairs. He was very much interested 

in foreign affairs, and he traveled. 

Then he was · out of the Senate for almost ·' 

a year, as you know, on account of his 
·-~: .. 

back, and when he wrote the Profiles in 
.;:..,;;:;...;;;..,;;=-=~--~- ··-\.·..:: 

\.":, )>.·' 

courage and so forth. But he was a good 
. ~~ .. 

senator. ' ' ~ ' ,.l,. 
I ,.<·· .1 

o•coNNOR: He had a reputation actually f or.missing 

meetings, missing committee mee·l:ings, and 

not attending the Senate., I wonder if 
s 

'; .. 

you would comment on that at all., was 

there any harsh feeling generated by that 

.. 
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att;itude among o·i:her sena·i:ors toward 

Senator K~nnedy? 

Well, I 1 ve already explained that he was 

away for quite a long ·time, bu·i: he did 

his committee work. He was in charge of 

several important bills and helped to 

get them through. One of them, which 

he had introduced, dame from the Senate 

Comrnit:tee on Labor and Public Welfare in 

1959. It dealt with malpractices in 

the internal affairs of labor unions and 

with proposed amendments to the Taft-Hartley 

labor acta The measure grew out of the 

investigation conducted by the McClellan 

investigating committee, and ~ts inquiry 

into t.he use of welfare funds by union 

officials. 

Yes., 

That committeeJs principal counsel was 

Robert F. Kennedy, and he did a good job 

.·. 
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on:· the committee.. John Kennedy had 

much to d9 \'lith ge tting tha t through.. I 

think he also h ad to do with the first 

civil rights bill. 

He strongly supported the so called 

jury amendment. "l:o that bill 8 to assure 

right by jury trial in civil rights cases 

and the right of Negroes t o serve on juries .. 

O'CONNOR: He was controversia~, at least, in the 

passage of the 1957 civil rights bill. 

LINCOLN: Yes.. So Kennedy made his mark in the 

Senate .. 

O'CONNOR:: You· said you talked to him several times 

about legislation concerning Massachusetts. 

Do you recall any specifics? 

LINCOLNz • I d No, that was some t~me ago an things 

would ..... 

O'CONNOR: Do you remember his stand on the 

Sto Lawrence Seaway issue? I believe 

he was in Congress at that time. 

'• 
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Yesj he vvas. 

He voted for the St. La.wrence Seaway and 

this , in effect, was a vot.e interpreted 

by some people as a vote a:;;ains t Massachusett.s 

or New England industry,. 

Yes, but he · was a very :independent: 

fellow. When he believed a thing, he 

went for it -- or he went against it, 

he went all the way.. Af·l::.er he became 

President, I used to go to his press 

conferences, and he handled himself 
I 

probably better than any other President. 

I've seen eleven of them beginning with 

Theodore Roosevelt. In dea ling with the 

press, he was very, very good~ He 

rarely became angry, and he was sometimes 

very amusing in his answers. He was 

witty, quick witted. 

I was watching a televised interview 

with him at a press conference -- only 

'.. ~ ·. 
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two or three weeks before he 'II'Tent ·to 

Texas. At tha.t time there had been a 

number of reports that he was going ·to 

ditch Lyndon Johnson and not have him 

for Vice Presiden·t on his ticket:. in 

1964. Almost at the close of that 

press conference, [Edward T.] Eddie 

Folliard of the washing-ton Post.q and 

I was watching this very closely, asked 

the President whether these reports were 

true tha·t he was going to ditch Lyndon 

Johnson and take another vice president. 

And. the President was very -empha·tic in 

saying that Johnso~ would be on the 

ticket, that there was no truth in these 

reports. It was at . almost ·the o.lose of 

the half hour that was allotted usual.ly, 

and before the President finished speaking 

·to Folliard, there was a clamor of 11Mr .. 

President, Mr .. President .. " From all 

'• 
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--
over the chamber they .wanted to get 

recognition and to ge t in a question, 

and I think the President~ s full ans\'Jer 

was not recorded. But what. he said, 

as I heard it, and I was Jistening 

carefully, was: 11 He will be on the 

ticket even if I am not .• n Now I~ ve . ' 

searched the records and asked people if ·'-

I heard that correctly, but I've never · 

been able to confirm it. I didn 1 ·t th:lnJ~ 

at the time that the Presiden·t was 

seeking to look into the future or that 

it had anything to do with his assassination "· 

or that he had thought anything about 

his assassination.. I merely thought 

that it was his way of emphasizing the 

fact tha·t Johnson was to be on the ticket. 

And tha t•s what I still ·think.. It is a 

strange coinaiden.ce, however, as it 

turned out if I heard correctly3 And 

/ 

'·• 



-15-

~· 

I 'rri sure that I did hear correct:ly .. 

But as I say, I've never been able to 

confirm it. It was a strange coincidence 

in my mind. As soon as the assassination 

news had settled down a little , I went • 
immediately to find out if that had 

qeen true because it would have been a · 

strange coincidence. But I never considered ' 

it more than a coincidence. I never 

thought he was prophesying that he was 

going to die .. 

O'CONNOR: The Presiden t had a reputation for being 

very sensitive to news stories. I wonder 

if he ever commented on any of your 

news stories favorably or • . ., 

LINCOLN: Well, the only news story that he commented· 

upon -- it iflas rather unfavorably.. In 

1960 I wrote a political column for 

the Washington [Evening] Star, and in it 

I had discussed the primary up, in New Hampshire 

.. 
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wh~·re he was en·cered as a presidential 

candidate.. I had said in ·the story 

that this was almost. his b okyard1 

New Hampshire,. and tha·t he would win 

overwhelmitlgly, probably, and that some 

! 
members of his family had been up ther~ 

.t 

working for hini. Well, he read this : 

story, and he wrote 'me a lett.er ' flaughter] 

in·which he took exception to the · fact 

.~ 

: ·t· . 

that I had said· that members of his 

I 

family had been up there~ Now, .it was a 
I ' 

very nice letter,. He \vound up by sayl?:g 

11 Your friend, as usual, Jack Kennedy,.'\ ~ 

But he did read the newspapers quite 

closely. 

The only time that he really got 

incensed when he was President that I 
. .;A.t<r • . 

know of was not at anything I had written 

but a ·t the New Y~~k He,;aid T~lli~ne, which 

is an old story.. ~ut he blew up ovel;' that. one .. 

'• 
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You never heard o£ anY. othe:t specific 

instances where he got angry at a parti c ular 

reporter for a particular story, did you? 

No, I don•t recall any offhand. I don*t 

doubt that he didn•t like some of the 
y 

things that ' were writt en, but none of the 

presidents do~ ~1e press has been a 
I 

hair shirt for every presidcn t that: ever 

sat in the White House. 

My reaoll~otions of Kennedy are ,. 
I 

all very pleasant. He was always friendly 

and frank. When you went to see him, 

he didn't hesitate to tell you. And if 

he didn't want you to quote him, why, 

he would say so. · 

I r emember him very l17ell j ust after· 
I 

he had been nominated out. there at Los; 

Angeles. I was at the meeting of the 

Demoora tic Na·tion.al Cornmi ttee, and he 

·' 
came to see theCommittee ·immediatel.y. 

... 
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Oh,~· not immediat~ly. He • d been nominate d 

the day· before . He came to talk..to the 

National Committee, as candida tes a lway s 

do after they've been nominated, and he 

was just· as natural. Well, he didn 1 t 

act as a man chosen for the nomination. 
I 

He was almost humble when he ~ came in 
\ 

and spoke to them· all •. He spoke 'l:.o same 

of the reporters that he knew as he went 

in.. He was most at.t.ra,ctive. 

o•coNNOR: You didn 1 t have . any coil: tact. with him, 

particularly, during the 1956 Convention, 

did · you? You didn 1 t have a chance to 

observe him especially?. 

LINCOLN: Well, :r , only saw him qocaE?ionally out· 

at the Convention when he was seeking 

the Democratic nomination for vice 

president. And he nearly go·l: it, as 

you well know. He is a very good 

wor ker at politics, and he almost had 

it tied up., 

~ · 
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It was the only ··time ·that I 1 ve ever · 

seen it happen tha·t a presiden·tial nominee did 

not say v-1ho he wan·l:.ed for vice president, 

bu·t Adlai Stevenson jus ·t thre\'17' it out on 

convention floor •• · .. ·.. And it caused quite 

a rm'l. • • • [ Hubert H.] Humphrey didn 1 t 

like it.. He was a candidate. And [Este.s ] 

Kefauver wanted it, and Kennedy wanted ;lt .. . . 
It made the one really dramatic occasion of 

I 

t hat Democratic Convention. 
' 

Do you have any other ins'tances you 1 d ·like 

to relate; perhaps relating ·to ·the traveling 

you did during the 1960 campaign? You 

said you traveled to several sta~es. 

Well, I went to New York and to Pennsylvania 

and to New J ersey , those three states, and I 

became convinced that he was going to carry 

New York • . In fact, I had it from both the 

Democra ·tic and Republi'can State Chairmen, 

and that was enough. Also, in Pennsylvania 

it wac very clear that he had the edge , r 



thbught, and perhn.ps a lit:·tle less oo 

in New Jersey, bu'l: still he had ·the odge., 

And I was convinced -- in fact., ! had been 1 

convinced for some time -- that he was 

going to win. I thought after that 

first televised interview he had with 

[Richard M.] Nixon ·that Mr. Kennedy 

was surely going to'win. 

0 1 CONNOR: You did your traveling after the candidates 

had been nominated in 1960, didn*t you? 

LINCOLN: Oh, yes,., ·· , 

0 • CONNOR: You didn • t travel before tha·l:? 

LINCOLN: 1 No, I went out to the Democratic Convention 
i 

in 1960. ·I thought that his selection 

·of Johnson ·was one of the wisest things 

' 
he ever did. I think I've a lready, perhaps, 

talked about that. Well, ! : had nothing to 

do with the sel ection of Mr. Johnson for 

the vice presidential nomination, but I 

did have a very close look at what was 

----,.. 
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happen! g the dey that ·the announcernen·t 

was made. 

I was in Lyndon Johnson's room " 
f 

a'l:. the hotel. ~is was before any 

· announcement was made whatevero and it i • 

was early in ·the morning, compara tively early .. 

Of course, it was after Johnson had been 

told by Bobby Kennedy that the President 

wanted him.. I 'was si'tting there on the 

bed, and nobody but Johnson and I were 

( 
in the room. Johnson finally got up and ,.· 

walked around the room, and he said, 

"This is going to be a tough campaign, 
·t. 

and Kennedy is going ·to have a. tough time .. : 

And r•ve made up my mind that I 1m going 

to do everything I can to help him win_ 

this election." -Wel;J., he didn 1 t have 

to tell me what he. was going to do after 
I 

that. I knew he was going to accept 

that vice presidentia l nomination because 
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\ i't had been in tho air that he \'Jould 

be picke d.. So I l eft Mr. Johnson ana 

went back to my plac e in Conventi on Ha ll 

and told the office what I thought. But 

Johnson had made up his mind tha t he 

was going to go through with it • 

o•coNNOR: . Did you ever notice any hard feelings 

between t he Kennedys' arid Johnson$ either 

before or after he became vice president? ; -: 

LINCOLN: Well, there were many reports that 

Mr. Johnson was not going to be selected 

for renomination and that there was a 

..... break, but I never observed any. Mr. Kennedy 

used his v i ce president · a great deal. 

He sent him to Germany$ for example, at 

a very crucial moment, and Johnson did 

a very good .job for him over there. 

o•coNNOR: How about in connection with Bob Kennedy? 

Did yo~ see any evidence of hard feelings? ·. ~ 
I 
I 
l i 

\. 
' .r•· 
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Weli, ·there were rcpor~s. · '.!'here were 

reports, p;trticularly aft,r the asoassination 

of the President, that Bobby Kennedy 

was at outs \~ith Johnson .. And there 

were reports, too, at the time, that 

the President had no·t believed that Johnson 

would accept the nomination and had not 

wanted him to accept' it but thought it 

was a good gesture to '~e friends in 
I 

. the South. I spoke to the Attorney Gen~:r.al!' 

Bobby Kennedy, at ·that time. ' This was 
·' 

when there were early reports to this effect, 

and he told me flatly that Johnson had 

been his brother•s first and only choice 

for vice president.. And that was the 

way it was.. I think that Robert Kennedy 

has since that time said just what I have 

said, that his brother wanted Lyndon 

Johnson for the vice presidenoyo And it 

was a very wise selection because he 

.. 
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mi{jht not have bee:n elected Preoidont i£ 

he hadn 1 t . taken Johnson?· 

O'CONNOR: Did Robert Kennedy tell you -this after 

the assassination 01~ before? 

LINCOLN: Well, the reports, naturally, came after 

the assassinat .. ion because, othertv•ise, 

you would have ask.ed the President, not 

Bobby Kennedy~ But' the reports came up 

then. That story was circulated tha·t the 

President and Robert Kennedy had no·t 

really wanted Lyndon Johnson for the 

nomination, that it had been a gesture 

merely to the South. But I think that 

both the President and his bro·ther, 

being good politicans, knew just exactly 

what they were doing and that they needed 

Johnson•s support in the South. And they 

got it in no unmeasured terms. He helped 

them carry Texas, which was a very close 

proposition, and several other states that 
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th~y might have lost .. 

o•coNNOR: Do you have any other reminiscenses that 

I 

you'd like t.o tell us about? I'm just. 

abou·t through wi-t11. questions here .. 

LINCOLN: No, I think that's about all. 
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