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May 28, 1963 

Dictabelt 20A, Item 20A2 

[Begins mid-conversation.] 

Smathers:1    . . . [took the House?] language2

JFK:         Yeah. I should say. 

 by, by a vote of forty-six to thirty-eight, 
which was a pretty good day's work. 

Smathers:     I would suggest, uh, strongly that you call Russell Long.  He doesn't know and 
will not know that I'm calling you, and just sort of thank him for his help 
[word, unintelligible] . . . 

JFK: He do a good job on it?   

Smathers: Yeah, he did a very good . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

Smathers: . . . he, he could have done a better

JFK: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

 job, but y-, we're gonna need him so much 
on the tax bill. 

Smathers: He did, he was the leader on this. 

JFK: Well, that was pretty good. Who'd ya, who'd, what'd the Republicans all do? 

Smathers: They all voted against us, plus . . .  

JFK: Yeah. 

Smathers: . . . uh, Lausche3 and, and Byrd4

                                                 
1 Senator George A. Smathers from Florida. 

 and then, uh, Strom Thurmond, and, uh. . . . 
Lausche made one of [these?] typical demagogic speeches. And then 

2 H. R. 6009, Public Debt Ceiling. 
3 Senator Frank J.Lausche from Ohio. 
4 Senator Harry F. Bird from Virginia. 
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Edmondson5

JFK: I suppose Howard's trying to, uh, [vote?] right. 

 voted against us, which sort of surprised me. But other than that, 
everybody was pretty, uh, [words unintelligible] . . .  

Smathers: He's getting conservative, that's right. 

JFK: Right. But, uh . . . 

Smathers: If you could get old Russell . . . 

JFK: Yeah, but, uh, but I mean li-, Edmondson on the one hand wants to vote 
conservative, on the other hand he's talking all the time about space program. 

Smathers: That's right. 

JFK: But he, he's got his problems out there. I understand that. Well I'll get Russell 
right now. 

Smathers: Thank you. 

JFK: Right. 

Smathers: Bye. 

JFK: Thank you, George. Thank you. [Phone hangs up.] Thank you. [Phone hangs 
up.] 

                                                 
5 Senator J. Howard Edmondson from Oklahoma. 




