FOREWORD

Transcript Warning:

All written transcripts are imperfect abstracts of spoken conversation. Variations in sound quality and in
the aural acuity of listeners can and do produce wide variations in what is heard. Even though transcripts
may be prepared at great effort and with great care, many points of ambiguity are inevitable, and
erroneous interpretations from transcripts are always possible. Therefore, to ensure full confidence in any
and all quotations from the presidential recordings, users are strongly urged to check all transcript
renditions against the actual tape recordings before publication.

Copyright:

The donors assigned copyright that they might have in the recordings to the United States; however,
copyright of the donors does not extend beyond statements uttered by John F. Kennedy, his minor
children, and the donors themselves. Statements uttered by officials of the United States government in
the course of their duties are considered to be in the public domain. Users of this material are cautioned,
however, that not all persons recorded were members of the Kennedy family or government officials. A
number of the people recorded were, at the time of recording, private citizens. Therefore, those intending
to quote from this material beyond the accepted limits of fair use are cautioned to determine the copyright
implications of any intended publication.

Punctuation:

The following conventions are used throughout the transcripts:

*okok To indicate a pause in the recording while the speaker listens to the person speaking at the
other end of the telephone. Used when only one side of a telephone conversation is recorded.

[ 7] When the transcriber is not certain of what is said on the recording.

To indicate a sentence which the speaker trails off without completing it.
When a speaker is interrupted before a sentence is completed.

To indicate the speaker's emphasis.

[ ] Used to enclose editorial comments of the transcriber such as /Meeting appears to be
breaking up/ or /Several speakers speak at once and none of the words are intelligible./

Names:

The first time a name is mentioned, the full name is provided whenever it is known. “JFK” and “RFK”
are used for President Kennedy and Robert Kennedy, respectively. When the identity of a speaker is
unknown, “Speaker?” is used; when the identification of a speaker is uncertain, a question mark follows
the name. The heading of each transcript gives the names of all participants listed in the President's
Appointment Books as scheduled to attend the meeting.

Preparation:

These electronic documents were created from transcripts available in the audiovisual research room in
the John F. Kennedy Library. The transcripts were scanned using optical character recognition and the
resulting text files were proofread against the original transcripts. Some formatting changes were made.
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Item 23B1

JFK:

Smathers:?

JFK:

Smathers:
JFK:
Smathers:
JFK:
Smathers:
JFK:
Smathers:

JFK:

Dictabelt 23B

Date Unknown*

[Reading] “. .. due to your correspondence with various members of the
government over the last eighteen months, it appears to me that you are
experiencing serious worries that the United States is about to be attacked by
the United Nations. This is, indeed, a serious condition. In order to be able to
be of assistance to you, | am glad to inform you that the president will fulfill
his oath of office and defend the United States from any attack. The president
does not believe the United States would be attacked by the United Nations,
Iceland, Chad or the Samoan Islands. But he does want you to clearly
understand that regardless of the source of the attack he will meet his
responsibilities under the United States Constitution.”

Right.

"While we have many other matters before us here, we want you to know that
we are always glad to hear from you concerning any matters that are
disturbing you."”

Fine, now that's very good. [Laughter] I think that's good, it's cute.

Is that all right?

I think that's fine. And would you have him, yeah, let me have a copy, so . . .
All right, I'll put on, on the letter I'll put copy to Senator Smathers.

Yeah, that'd be very helpful.

Okay.

I think that's fine . . .

Okay. Thank you.

1 Date unknown but probably between 7/10/63 and 7/17/63.
2 George A. Smathers, senator from Florida.



Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

... Mr. President, proud of you, [you go and get . ..] [Laughter] I got that
word, uh, that's good, that'll, just enough, nice, that Samoan Islands.
[Laughter] But that, just what this damned fool needs to be told, see. Uh. . ..
He can't show that letter, uh . ..

No...
... and that'll stop that.
... he can't show this one. Okay. We'll get another one then. Okay.

All right. Say, | got, | talked, uh, generally without, uh, you know, about this
fellow . ..

Yeah.

.. . negotiating. Southern® himself, Southern himself, that, uh, that his crowd
and he, uh, will do anything. They'll take down their pants and let ‘em do
anything . . .

Yeah.

... but they wantta try and get a settlement then and, uh . . .

Who's Southern?

Huh?

Who's Simp-. ... Well, you explained to them what I think their problem is?
Yes, [words unintelligible] . . .

And they're conscious of it, are they?

Yes, sir. ..

| see.

... yes, sir, and they, they really, they all agree that this fellow shouldn't be
there. I said, "Why in the hell did you get him there ... "

% Name unverified.



JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Smathers:

JFK:

Yeah.
“. .. for Christ's sake?”
Yeah.

Well, he said, he was the man, I dunno, [some big?], a couple of big railroad
presidents wanted him.

Yeah.

But, uh, there's, there's some real bright fellows and the one | talked to, uh, uh,
is [bright?].

I'd let him work in the offices preparing the material, but I'd let some real
charming fellow . . .

That's right.
... be their front man.
Dan Loomis* ought to do it, see. He'sa.. . .

Well, I don't think. . . . You know, they're not playing for marbles now 'cause
we're in it.

That's right.

So I, I don't think they oughtta worry about whether Wolfe's® feelings are hurt.
If he's not the right fellow to accomplish what we want, then . . .

That's right.

... they ought to get the guy with more charm than anybody else. | mean, let
Wolfe mastermind it, but let this guy put it. . .

You're right.

... in amuch more gracious, graceful way. That's my judgment to 'em.

* Damiel P. Loomis
5 James E. Wolfe.



Smathers: Well, I'm not, I'm just making it my own judgment . . .

JFK: Yeah.

Smathers: ... and at least leaving you out, if it's all right.
JFK: But I'd put it pretty strong.

Smathers: Well, 1 am.

JFK: Okay.

Smathers: All right, sir.

JFK: Right.

Smathers: That Star editorial doesn't bother you, does it?
JFK: Which one?

Smathers: Last night.

JFK: I didn't read it, fortunately.

Smathers: [Words unintelligible] Well, it's . . .

JFK: What was it on? You?

Smathers: No, it was on you. [Laughter] You know, you know, I. ... If it wason me, |

would scream early. [Laughter] As I said yesterday, oh, Christ, Drew Pearson
IS getting ready to write a mean one on me again about some colored property
my father owned . . .

JFK: Oh, well, we don't even think about that crap. We got so many that | don't read
all those.
Smathers: I know it. | think you're doing fine. | say you're strong. Goddamned, you're

gonna carry Florida . . .

JFK: Okay, okay, see you later.



Smathers: Okay.
JFK: Okay.
Smathers: Bye, bye.

Operator: [Words unintelligible].



Note for Researcher

No Kennedy Library Transcripts were prepared for
Dictablet numbers 23B.2, 23B.3, 23B.4, and 23B.5



Item 23B6

JFK:
Rusk:®
JFK:
Rusk:
JFK:

Rusk:

JFK:

Rusk:

JFK:

Rusk:

Dictabelt 23B

July 24, 1963
Hello.
Yeah, Mr. President.
Yes, Dean.
Ah...
How was it up there?

Well, uh, one or two surprises. Uh, uh, Chairman Russell” was, uh, much
more friendly to the, to this than | had expected him to be. He referred to the
enormous support in the country and think it would be a great thing if this
thing should prove to be workable. Um, but I did in that committee run into
the hardcore of Goldwater,® Thurmond,® uh, Jackson'® and Cannon.** Uh, and
they were, they were pretty, uh, penetrating and I didn't, I don't think I did as
good a job on them.

You mean technical questions?

Yes, and about our need for further testing and things on the super megaton
and all that kind of thing.

Yeah.

But, uh, Case,'* Saltonstall, ** Inouye®* and two or three others indicated they
would support, so, uh . ..

® Dean Rusk, secretary of state.

" Richard B. Russell, senator from Georgia.

& Barry Goldwater, senator from Arizona.

® Strom Thurman, senator from South Carolina.

% Henry M. Jackson, senator from Washington.

! Howard W. Cannon, senator from Nevada.

12 Clifford P. Case, senator from New Jersey.

13 everett Staltonstall, senator from Massachusetts.
! Daniel K. Inouye, senator from Hawaii.



JFK: Yeah.

Rusk: ... I think this was the, where the center of resistance is likely to be.
JFK: That's right. Yeah.

Rusk: But, uh, but, uh . ..

JFK: What about . . . *°

15 Continued on Belt 23C, Item 23C1.





