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rhell En Bangkok. Today is Cctober 28, 1964. The
of liis Excellency Thanat Khoman, Foreign Minister to

VRS

Cur purpose is Lo rccord material which would otherwise not be put
down on paper, and conscquently forever lost to future historians.

This is an oral history in which you give your impressions, Your
ency, of kresident Kennedy, his policies, achievements, his mistakes,

4

Excell
hiz failures, if you wish.
Iven Campbeli: ""Your Excellency, when did you first meet John F.
Kennedy?"
Thanat Khoman: "I had the honor and the pleasure of meeting Fresident
Kennedy in Washington in 1962; I went there to have discus- %
sions with the United States Govermment as a result of which !
& joint communique was issued by the govermments of United )
States and Thailand." )
Ivan Campbell: "Jhat werc your impressions of the man John F. Kennedy?" i
Thanat Khoman: "Je have heard about President Kennedy a great deal 5

through the press, radio and other media. We knew that he

was still a young man, that he was intense in his desire to

preserve and maintain peace. We learmed about his past

records as senator, but when I first met him at the White

House in Washington, I was impressed not so much by his youth

but his intense desire to do something and to achieve some-

~hing to keep the peace in the world. He was-at the same

time quite relaxed in his demeanour but you can see in his g
eyes the intensity of his mind, of his intellect and also ~ =~ 4
if I may say so - - the throbbing of his heart, which longed
for a firm and sound peace. We discussed a great deal about
the situation in Southeast Asia, the situation in Thailand,
the situation in neighboring countries; Laos, South Vietnam
and others. bBut everything leads Lo one simple question: how
could peace and stability be maintained in Southeast Asia?

How could freedom and independence be preserved for nations
which want to remain free and independent? After a rather
lonz discussion he took me to meet the members of the Joint
Chiefs of the Staff, including some of the members, I believe,
of the HNational Security Council, and he introduced me to
them. I particularly remember General Taylor and also a few ;
others. At that time they were meeting in the room adjoining

the room in which he received me, I think the gesture of

introducing me to the members qf his staff of the National \
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Security Council or the Joint Chiefs of Staff, I do not
exactly recall--I think the fact that he took me to meet
with them is an indication that he is not alone in persuing
the endeavors to maintain and preserve peace but at the
same Lime he has very able advisors who worked very closely
with him to achieve that objective."

"Fresent Kennedy was a man of thought and action.
Do vou recall in his inaugural address, he said ask not
what America will do for you, but what we together can do
for the freedom of man? Your Ezcellency, very little
concerned Fresident Kennedy more than peace among nations
and United States relations with Thailand. Then, in that
respect, Your Excellency, would you comment upon United
States assistance to Thailand, with particular reference
to aid to Thailand's countersubversion efforts."

“If' I may recall, soon after his election and after
he assumed the high office of the presidency of the United
States, one of the first things that he did was to go to
Vienna to meet with the heads of the Soviet Govermment. I
do not know the details of that meeting. But I think I
could presume that if he went to Vienna to meet with the
leaders of the Soviet Union, it was because President
Kennedy must have thought that the situation of the world
at that particular time warranted his meeting with the
leaders of the Soviet Union who are heads of another world,
and if the peace and stability in the world would be pre-
served such a meeting was necessary. After that meeting
we saw that some efforts were done to untangle the situation
in Laos which at that time was in g critical stage, and also
that meeting led to the Geneva Conference to settle the pro-
blem of Laos. Now the problem of Laos, the situation of
Laos, had a very close and very deep bearing on the situa-
tion of Thailand, because if there were disturbances in
Laos, such disturbances could and did spill over into Thai-
land. The effects and consequences of the situation in
Laos could be gauged in Thailand in many ways, especially
the activities of the communist agents working at the Lao-
tian base bordering Thailand. IMany agents were sent from
Lacs into Thailand to engage in illegal activities of
infiltration, subversion and possibly of insurgency. The
sovernment and the people of Thailand were alerted to such
a danger and we did everything we could to prevent the
situvation from developing into a stage where insurgency
would be carried out by the communists and the pro-communist
facticns. Crash programs were started to open up the areas
which were the objectives of infiltration and subversion by

T
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the couamunists from the Laotian base. A great deal of

12y, of energy, people were consccrated to that task of
the communists from acliieving their aims., And
States, knowing the determination of the Thai
V and the people not to allow the communists
ither from Laoc or ‘elsewherce to set vp a base of operation
Thalland, has come to our aid. FPresident Kennedy, his

2 aware of the efforts by the Thai Government and people,
nhs readily cooperated through the agencies of the United
tes Gevernment in Thailand. We are deeply appreciative
nat understanding, sympathy and cooperation extended by
ident Kennedy himself and his govermment. The result

INC

is theit, by nipping in the bud the communist activities in
the Hortheast and the Horth of Thailand, we denied them the
0ility of setting up a base of operation against Thai-

DOSSi
also czgainst the whole of Southeast Asia.™

land and perhaps

"In relation to his statesmanship, you touched upon
Laos, Your Excellency. Could you reflect a moment on his
>ollclies in relation to Thailand and Vietnam?"

"Well, as I said, the main objectives of Fresident
Keancedy, as I understood them, were to seek ways and means
of denying those who wanted Lo create conditions which may
lead to hostility and conflict in the world the possibility
of carrying out their desire. And that was, I think, the
object of the meeting in Vienna. UNow after that meeting the
resuli as we can now gauge, since time has elapsed, was the
intention of Iresident Kennedy was to try to work out some
sort of an agreement or modus vivendi with the head of the
communist world, to prevent communist activities from spread-
ing to Southeast Asia and from denying the communists the
possibiility of taking over the free areas of Southeast Asia,
Now, Laos at that time was in turmoil. The agreement, I
belicve, was to convince the head of the Soviet Government,
and consequently the head of the communist world, that they
had no advantage in seeing turmoil reach a critical point in
Laos or in South Vietnam, and it was an attempt to trust the
head of the Soviet Govermment and the communist world that
they might do something. They might influence the other
communist elements, especially the Asian communists to work
for peace rather than work toward aggression and toward .
spreading the seeds of conflict and hostility in Southeast
Asia. liow, the agreement arrived at in Geneva may have
proved to be somewhat different from what could be expected
then - - I'm talkingabout 1961 and 1962. In any case the
efforts and the attempt were worthwhile. If it did not

o
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7e the problems, at least it clarified the position of

solx
the European communists vis-a-vis the Asian communists, and
for better or for worse the Geneva agreement has a part in

keeping Laos from being the stage of larger conflict. So,
I tuink, we can give at lecast this credit to the Geneva

agreements.

“llow in regard to South Vietnam, I think President
K:nnedy and the United States Govermment then were fully
awa~e that the South Vietnamese, or the Vietnamese situation, o
i¢ the keystone to the whole of Southeast Asia. I myself 3
nad the opportunity of expounding the same view as far back B
as in 1Y5%. While most people were preoccupied with the
situvation in Laos, I tried to draw the attention of the
members of Southeast Asia Treaty Organization to the fact
that South Vietnam was in fact the key to the whole situatiom.
I South Vietnam could be kept free from domination by the
communists, we could have the hope that Southeast Asia could P
be fIrec from communist control and domination. Now, of course, &l
we can see much more clearly than before that South Vietnam

key to the peace and stability of the whole of

holds Lhe
Southeast Asia., If South Vietnam were to fall, then, as well
at least the outer ring in Southeast Asia--of course, i
§)

T
tates as the outer ring--if South Vietnam were to fall, it
would be indeed difficult if not impossible to keep Laos from !
communist control and domination, and that is also valid for
Cambodia. Therefore, the situation in South. Vietnam has a
very lmportant bearing on Thailand, because, as 1 said, South
Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos represent the outer ring as far
as Thailand's defense is concerned. I1f the outer ring were
to fall, then the danger, the threat, the menace will be
applied directly against Thailand, because Thailand geograph- i
ically is the heart of the whole of Southeast Asia. Then we 4
i1l be the front line. At present, the battles, the strug-
are peinz waged yet on the outer ring, SO we are aware
chis situvation, and we are trying to do what we can, every-

ing we can, to prevent the communists from taking over those

.
I am talking from Thailand so I consider the former Indo-Chinese
s

mpbell: YIn respect to South Vietnam and the critical situation,

- Iucellency, would you care to remark or comment on any
crtions you might have as to anything that might have
done differently during the Kennedy years."

|9}
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it's always very difficult to say what could
done differently. If I may be so frank as to say,

that if what has been done under President
d have been done earlier, if the same awareness
hat esxi under President Kemnedy's administration could ;
have c:;sted a few years before and appreopriate measures
taken accordingly, then perhaps the situation might be
somewhat influenced. But, of course, it is very difficult
alert the govermments and peoples far away from the scene
f difficulties and danger. It always takes a little time
draw attention to the dangers and to the threats. 3But

n't think the situation is too late. I would even say

no measures had been taken under President Kemedy's
tration then it would have been too late."

.
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"Hindsight is always better than foresight, Your
encgy. Your comments on President Kennedy as a man
ught and action fits well on what you have said.

vou care to comment on the Peace Corps, particularly
applies to Thailand.V

e

"I am willing to say that the Peace Corps idea is indeed §
a generous idea. It is well that govermments should come into i
contact with one another. It is well to have diplomats 5
stationed in many parts of the world. But I think it is

n more important for the people to come into contact with
another, to have first-hand knowledge, first-hand experi-
and also first-hand ideas about what we should do in
werld to keep peace and to develop friendly relations :
etween the nations of the world. That is why we have ;
accepted the idea of receiving members of Feace Corps in
Thailand. I the first time when this idea came into
contact with us was at my house. I had the pleasure and the ¥
privilege of receiving Fr. Sargent Shriver in my home. He .
came to cuzplain to us the idea of the Peace Corps. I asked
him about the details of this organization. And after .
learning of the details, I told Mr. Shriver that I was
prepared to recommend to my government to accept members of
the Feace Corps in Thailand. My goveroment decided to
accept, and what I can say now is that the number of Feace
people in Thailand has increased by many folds since
first Peace Corps members came to Thailand. These young
peorlc who came here with no diplomatic privilege, no status
ver, but simply as young men and women, came with the
they can offer; that is goodwill, and indeed they
fheir goodwill and also their knowledge, their
skill. And they came to live with our people not in hotels, .
in sumptuous houses, but in our farmers' huts, sharing :

think

not
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ir ”ccd and the roof. From what I heard, they were not
ointed by the rough and sometimes primitive life

they Lad te lead. Even from those precarious and rather
primitive conditions they have learned something. They
learned that our peoplelere in Thailand are animated by

an Lmicnse goodwill, admiration and respect for the American
people, even though many of them have never seen a picture

£ the United States. But since they met some of the
American youth, now they know that at least they can count
on fricnde beyond the ocean. So, I think, the idea of
bringing a people into direct contact with one another is
indecd the most profitable and the most generous idea."

Y
T
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"Jour Excellency, I wonder if you would mind commenting
on what your feelingzs were on that Saturday morning in
November, almost a year ago when you were infopmed about

the ascassination of John F. Kennedy."

"I suppose like many other people, I heard the news
csident Kennedy's assassination through the radio
zreat shock; he was so young, he was so active, he
as so xeen and intense in his desire to work for his
country and also for the peace of the world. I couldn't

sa word. The only thing I could say was to tell my wife
of the sad news. I can tell you that afterwards I talked
to my mother who is close to &0 years old, and she told me
t in spite of the fact that she has never met or seen
sident Kennedy the tears came to her eyes. The first

¢ that I did after I learned of the news was to get in
touch with my headquarters in the Foreign Office in Baﬂﬁkok
At that time, I was not in Bangkolk; I was at the seaside in
Scuth of Thailand. The Prime Minister was ailing then; the
former Prime HMinister and I got in touch with the Cffice of
the Prime Minister so that we could proceed with some
formalities like sending telegrams of condolences, and

also prepared for a trip for the funeral of President Kennedy.
Unfertunately, there were no planes available because it was
a weeikend. The event occurred during the weekend. 8o, even
though the Govermment of Thailand appointed me as its repre-
sentative to the funeral of President Kennedy, I couldn't
make the trip because there was no plane available, and if
to 5o ahead in any case, I would arrive after the.
i. 8o, I decided not to go and then the Government
iland appointed our Ambassador in Washington to
represent Thailand."

m




"In conclusion, Your Excellency, would you comment on
t john F. Kennedy Foundation in Thailand which has been
founded on’Your kxcellency's initiative.Y

Ivan Campbell:

"I can say that the idea of doing something to perpetuate
sident Kennedy's memory came to my wife and to myself
spontaneously. We did not consult with anyone. We only
talked about that, and we thought that something has to be
done here in Thailand to keep the memory of President Kennedy
iive especially his good deeds, his lifetime efforts to
rve not only the American nation, but faraway nations like
se of Southeast Asia, like Thailand. We thought that the
snerations in this country would want to know what
Kennedy had done for them, even though indirectly.
We want them to learn about theefforts of one man to serve
his comntry, to serve the cause of international peace, to
serve the cause of human dignity, the cause of justice,
indeed the cause of the whole of mankind. We felt sure that
the future generations in Thailand will benefit from the
experiences through which President Kennedy had gone, indeed
his whole life, his efforts, his sacrifices and the circum-
stances of his death. Even though he may belong to a faraway
country, the youth of Thailand could draw an inspiration from
hic devotion to his people and to many other freedom loving
people in the world. That is why we started the John F.
Kennedy TFoundation. Instead of suggesting to the Thai Govern-
ment to build a statue of the late President, I thought that
the Thai people would want to take part in this memorial to
the late Fresident -- to President Kennedy. And I thought
that cince Fresident Kennedy was a man of ideal as well as
action, and because of his youth, and because of the fact
that hie was deeply interested in the youth, not only the youth
of his country but the youth all the world over, I set as an
objective or rather we set as an objective of the John F.
Kennedy Foundation that it should be dedicated mostly tc
education, to jood understanding between the peoples of the
United States of America and Thailand, and that would be a
living organization in which not only the govermment would
take pari, but also as many people as possible in Thailand.
And indeed since the establishment of the John F. Kennedy
Foundation, contributions have poured in from many sources
and many quarters. Many contributions are very modest,
because they came from scheool children, teachers. Some .other

Thanat Khoman:

contributions are large because they came from business people
and from govermment people. But I can say that the John F.
It does

Kennedy Foundation represents the people of Thailand.
not represcnt only a section or a portion of the Thai people.
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ALT Che Thai people have joined in ko comweworate the
good decds ,and good actions of President Kennedy, and they
wvant that Foundation to work in confirmity with the ideals
in vhich Fresident Kennedy believed. We have a modest
start, but I am sure that in the future this Foundation
will continue to grow and will perform the services that
President Kennedy would himself have expected of the

Foundation."

"Tts purpose, then, Your Excellency, is in education.™

"Especially in education and, as I said, to develop
and promote the good understanding between the people of

Thailand and the people of the United States through exchanges

of teachers, students, artists, scientists, people from all
walks of life. We will try to do it, but we are not in a

hurry; we want to do things as well as possible.
want to gather strength before we do something, and once we
feel that we have enough strength we will do the things which
we hope will honor the memory of I'resident Kennedy."
"That is indeed a noble purpose. Thank you very much,

el

Your Excellency."

The preceding has been an appraisal of the Kennedy years by His
Excellency Thanat Khoman, Foreign Minister to Thailand recorded on

October 28, 1264 in Bangkok, Thailand.

This is Ivan Campbell in Bangkok.

So we first



