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Papers of John F. Kennedy 
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Dictabelts 

Conversation #1: Evelyn Lincoln and Jerome Wiesner's Secretary 

Dictabelt XXB 

White House Operator: [unintelligible] 

Mrs. Lincoln: Dr. Wiesner, please. 

White House Operator: Thank you. 

Secretary: Dr. Wiesner's office. 

Mrs. Lincoln: This is Evelyn Lincoln. Would you tell Dr. Wiesner that Mister [name 
unintelligible because of echoing; garbled] is here? [name Sarnoff--
presumably Robert Sarnoff-- is mentioned] 

Secretary: O.K., O.K., I'll tell him. Thanks. 

Mrs. Lincoln: O.K. O.K. 
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[Sounds more like operators talking. Indistinct and unintelligible.] 

Conversation #2: Voices in Office 
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Woman: Hello? 

Conversation #3: Unidentified Woman and White House Operator 

White House Operator: Mrs. Lincoln? 

Woman: Um, she's . . .  

White House Operator: Stanley Tretick is calling Fiddle. [              ] 

Woman: Yeah. She's in with the President. 

White House Operator: Um-humh. You want to talk to him? . . . Hello? 

Woman: Hello? Can she call him back, please? 

White House Operator: All right. Fine. Um-humh. 

Woman: Thanks. 

[disconnect] 
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[begins in mid-conversation] 

Conversation #4: President Kennedy and Roswell Gilpatric 

 Sec. Gilpatric: . . . called to say that he was in complete accord with your action. He'd like, 
with your permission, to call a meeting of the governors down here Thursday 
for the kind of briefing which was given to the legislators and to the press. 

President: Is he the head of the governors now? 

Sec. Gilpatric: Yes. He's now the chairman. 

President: I see. I see. Uh, yeah, well, I think that's . . . [breaks off, laughing] . . . that's 
alright, if he's the appropriate fellow to do it. I didn't -- You're sure he's the 
chairman, is he? 

Sec. Gilpatric: He told me he was. 

President: [laughs]  

Sec. Gilpatric: Now--now, this is civil defense . . . 

President: Oh, the ci--Oh, he wants--Oh, I see. Well, now, wait a minute, uh, I tell you 
what we oughta do. Let's find out who the head

Sec. Gilpatric: He feels he has jurisdiction over this, you see. 

 of the governors are [SIC] 
and, uh, probably the . . . 

President: Does he? 

Sec. Gilpatric: Yeah. 

 President: 'Cause it's civil defense. 
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Sec. Gilpatric: I'd like to tie it down, but, uh, . . . I tell you, why don't you, um talk it over . . . 

President: Well, I don't really . . . no, but I don't, uh . . . Let me just call you back. Let me 
find out who the head of the governors are [SIC] . . . 

Sec. Gilpatric: Yeah. 

President: . . . and see whether we oughta . . . and the only other thing I thought, Ros, is 
that if we are gonna have to do anything further than what we're now doing, 
we really ought to get some civil defense arrangements in those communities 
which are within range of these things. 

Sec. Gilpatric: That's where the governors would be helpful. We're working on that with Ed 
McDermott--[Stuart] Pittman is. 

President: Is he? 

Sec. Gilpatric: Yeah. 

President: I'd like to get a report on that. I wonder if we could get him to come in--the 
two of them, at that six o'clock meeting, and just tell us about that, 'cause if we 
ever were going to carry it out all the way, we ought to have those cities 
evacuated. Well, it's fine with me. Why doesn't . . . Let me just call you back. 
I want to find out who the head of the thing is. 

Sec. Gilpatric: Alright. 

President: And then I'll be back in three minutes. 

Sec. Gilpatric: Alright. 

President: O.K. 

[disconnect]
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[Begins poorly, with voices fading in and out, only snatches clear; then there 
are a few clear places.] 

Conversation #5: Voices in Office 

Voice: You know, Life

Voice: Another thing that Hank Suydam [fades] . . . if they can't do films to do the 
drawings. 

 magazine is turning itself inside out between now and the 
time . . . [fades] . . . They want the film. [fades; unintelligible] 

President [?]: That's right. We hope to be able to film [fades] . . . 

Voice: I talked to their man Hoolihan, and I also talked to Suydam about NewYork. 
And he said it can't help but be all-out favorable. The guy that's editing this 
issue is an admirer of yours, for one thing, and this has been their policy. But I 
didn't try to fill it in very much 'cause I didn't know Hoolihan. I didn't know 
how much to give him. [fades] He's a good writer, and he's [other voices 
interrupt and override; unintelligible] . . . I acted like I never heard [fades] 
Tuesday, to, you know, Sunday--Monday morning. 

President: Yeah. 

Voice: What he needs is the [?] process. If he didn't bug any of the tough questions, 
they're just accepting what--what's going on. The only question he raised that I 
knew nothing about was the Al Friendly thing. [Fades and mumbles] . . . 

[Some words are intelligible in here, but not enough to string together] 

Voice: . . . I think Mac--If you wanted to have a fuller story [fades] . . . let Mac do it. 

Voice: Right. That's what I think, [fades] . . . tell Mac. . . . 'Course, Time magazine'll 
be scurrying around . . . [fades] . . . 
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[long pause] [telephone rings]  

[President appears to be dictating] 

President: . . . however, it does seem to me . . . regrettable . . . that on so few occasions 
that--No, no.--it does seem to me regrettable, comma, in view of my, uh, 
persistent support . . . of the concept of national independence and sovereignty 
. . . in Africa . . . the [?] countries of Africa . . . as well as my long interest in 
Ghana, comma, that Ghana finds itself unable to support on so few occasions 
the positions taken by the United States in the U.N.--the United Nations . . . 

[phone rings] 

President: . . . [unintelligible] . . . experience this . . . state of disappointment . . . I 
believe that Governor Williams' remarks [phone rings] were intended, 
comma, not as a, uh . . . 

Mrs. Lincoln: [in background, answering phone] Hello. 

President: . . . accusation, comma, but as a reflection of our, uh . . . disappointment and 
concern . . . I hope that you will [fades] . . . I shall look forward to seeing you 
in the not too distant future. 

[Evelyn Lincoln and President exchange words too faded to hear clearly.] 

Mrs. Lincoln: Here's a letter from [unintelligible] 

President: For whom? 

Mrs. Lincoln: Me. 

President: . . . [unintelligible] . . . McCone? 
 

Mrs. Lincoln: O.K. 

President:              [well off in distance] Hello? 

Mrs. Lincoln: The President would like to speak to General Lucius Clay. 

[office noises] 
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[pause] 

[recording ends] 




