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Dictabelt 27A 

October 10, 1963, 6:50 p.m. 

Conversation #3: President Kennedy and Robert S. McNamara 

President: Hello. 

Sec. McNamara: Bob McNamara, Mr. President. 

President: Yeah, Bob. 

Sec. McNamara: I just talked to General [        ] McConnell, he was on the line to the 
commander who had received orders for instructions five minutes before the 
allotted time to move his two convoys ahead. 

President: Yeah. 

Sec. McNamara: So that they moved on just about 11 minutes ago. 

President: Did they get permission from the Russians? 

Sec. McNamara: From the Soviets, that is right. 

President: Five minutes before the time. 

Sec. McNamara: Yeah, the allotted time ran out . . .  

President: 6:30? 

Sec. McNamara: . . . at 6:30 our time. And five minutes ahead of that, the Soviets allowed them 
to move. 

President: That is interesting, isn't it? 
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Sec. McNamara: We have two more convoys, large convoys, going through early tomorrow 
morning. Normally they would stop, dismount and allow the Soviets to count. 
We propose to follow the normal procedure. And I don't think there will be 
any trouble. 

President: Right, ok. That is fine, Bob. 

Sec. McNamara: Thank you. 




