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Oral Ili."story Interview 
with 

JAMF.S FRANCIS REILLY 

January 14,: .1964 
Washington, D.C. 

by Charles T. Morrissey 
For the Jolm F. Kennedy Libr&r7 

One of a Series of Interviews with Members of the Post Office 

MR. H'.>RRISSEY: Mr. Reilly, we are interested in your 

relationship to Jolm Kennedy and the Kennedy 

MR. R.Kll.LY: 

Adm;inistration. Could you tell me what this 

relationship was am when it began? 

Well, when the late President was a member 

of the House of Representative~ he was a 

member of the Com:Dittee for the District ot 

Columbia, and I had the opportunity on one 

or two occasions to meet him. This never 

. de~eloped into any kind of an intimate 

relationship between us. 
I 

I The next time. that I talked with the 

then Senator Kenned7 was on March 18, 196o, 

when I was coming out ot the Senate elevator 

I 
J 

, . 



( 

. I 

I 

-2-

and I ran into him and Senator Barr7 Goldwater; 

a Republican of Arizona, as you lmow. Senator 

Kennedy had given a speech the night before, 

St. Patrick's Da7, before the Irish ot Prov

idence, Rhode Island, am Senator Goldwater 

had made a speech before the Friend.17 Sons 

of Saint Patrick in Washington, D.C., ot 

which society I was then President. And we 

had a veey pleasant talk about what Senator 

Kenned7 had said in Providence and what 

Barey Goldwater had saiq in Washington. 

The next time that I talked with 

Senator Kenned7 was when I was an elected 

delegate fran the District of Columbia in 

1960 on the so-called Senator Hubert 

Humphre7 slate. As it appeared that Senator 

/Hlinphrey, after his defeats b7 Senator 
J 

Kenned7 in the Wisconsin and West Virginia 

1 primaries, was not going to be nOD1inated 
' I 

on the Democratic ticket, some ot us in the 
I 

District of Columbia delegation had made up I . 
s that Senator ltenned7 would be the 
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strongest and most logical Democratic 

candidate tor President. Prior to that, 

on June 14, 1960, Senator Kennedy came to 

the home ot Mrs. Polly Shackleton, who al.so 

was a Humphrey delegate. I never will 

forget how Senator Kenned.7,unaccompanied; 

walked into the garden of Hrs. Shackleton's 

bane before a group ot about 29 or so members 

of the delegation; alternates and delegates. 

It was not exactl7 a Kenned7 delegation: 

there was a group tor Senator Humphrey all 

the way; there was a group tor Senator 

Stuart Symington; a group tor Adlai Stevenson; 

and a group for Senator Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Senator Kennedy came there and tor over an 

hour and a half he stood in the middle of 

·that garden and frankly answered friendly 

and untriendl7 questions. I was very proud 
I 

that :1JJmigrants from Ireland could ·produce 

a person like Senator Kennedy. As a matter 
I 

of fact, 

Kenned7, 
I 

I 

I 
I said to the Senator, •Senator 

I ha~ on~ or two obsenations that 

! 
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I would like to make. Number one is that I 

disagree with you llhen you say Senator 

Lyndon B. Johnson would not accept the vice 

presidential nomination as your running mate 

in November. I think he will take second 

place on your ticket.n And the Senator said, 

"No, I ~on't think so. If anyone thinks 

Senator Johnson doesn't like me now, wait 
. ' 

until we get to the convention in July.n 

And I said, "Well, Senator, you and I have 

a lot in comnon. My ancestors come from 

Ireland as do yours." I also said, "Really, 

the only thing that separates us is twenty-

seven million dollars." And he said, 

"Mr. Reilly, it's not quite that much." 

Then I had the great honor and privilege 
I 

at the Democratic National Convention in Loa 

Angeles in July of 1960 to be able to cast 

the deciding half-vote in the District of 
I I 

Columbia Democratic delegation; that gave 
I I · 

the~~legation 1,or that day, at least, to 

Senator Kenned ot Massachusetts. It 
. ( 
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subsequently was abrogated because the 

delegate who was absent came back the next 

day and they discharged themselves, that is, 

discharged the delegation from the unit vote 

rule. 

In September of 1960 I had the honor 

of being appointed by President Kennedy 

and confirmed by the United States Senate 

to the President's Post Office Department 

Advisory Board of which I am still a member. 

~ think that the inspiring and driving force < 

with respect to my service, at least, and 

I think to the majority of the members of 

this Board (which has been a most active 

Board), was the leadership, the energy, the 

inspiration, and the dedication of President 

Kennedy. The Advisory Board has issued two 

reports: a report on research, developing 

the mechanization of the United States Post 

S~,~~~''• Office Department, which has been widely 
.. '.Y\'.~y;.. ·. . 

: .. ~'(·, distributed and complimented. That was 

issued on February 8, 1963. On April 30, 
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1963, the Board al.so issued a report on 

equal opportunity in the Post Office Depart-

ment. The Board has continued to meet and 

for myself, personally, I would say that 

my energies and devotion to this Board has 

been because John F. Kennedy appointed me 
' 

to this Boar<1. Of course 1 I must say, in 
I 

passing, that as long as I remain on the 

Board I hope to give tliis same devotion and 

dedication to President Johnson whom President 

Kennedy so wisely selected personally as his 

~ mate on the ticket in 1960. 

MR. !l:>RRISSEI: Do you have any other recollections 'Which 

MR. RElLLY: 

: ··' 

_rmight help to characterize the man, as you 

remember him? 

Only a very personal. one, Mr. !i>rrissey, 

which I'm not so sure you may want to have 

among your permanent record or President 

Kennedy. But I have a son, one ot. my seven 

children, James Francis Reilly, Jr., who in 

February of 1960 became convinced that 
I 

John' F. Kezmed7, in hie mim, was going to 

( 
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MR. MORRISSEY: . 

MR. REILLY: 

MR. MORRISSEY: 

MR. REILLY. 
I 

I I 
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be President of the United states. Jimmy' 

1put Senator Kennedy's picture in his bedroan 
I 

window and I think that it you drove b7 m7 

house today, you would still find that 

picture in the window or my son James' 

bedroom. My whole family, m7 four daughters, 
' 

my two living eons, and m7 wife - their 

dedication and devotion to him am to his . . 

memor7 is as alive as it was on the moming 

of November 22. 
( 
.Anything else? 

That's all. 
(' 

Thank you ver7 much. 

Thank you, Mr. lt:>rr1ase7. 

I 

I 
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