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March 12, 1963 

Conversation #4: President Kennedy and Roswell Gilpatric 

President: The way you stood up there and took an oath and all the rest made me proud 
of you. I thought that you looked terrific and thought it was very good and 
thought that you did a terrific job on that TFX. It was very good. 

Sec. Gilpatric: Well, I am really working on that now. We are going to hit hard tomorrow 
with a statement that will be read, and then Bob [Robert S. McNamara] will 
be cross-examined on it next week. But I think we can regain the initiative. 

President: Well, when you think, as you pointed out, that both the planes were 
satisfactory. It isn't as if, you know the way they have been handling that 
thing, but if they had only done that on the stockpile, we could really, uh, 
when you think that that case, uh, we never got that thing off the ground in a 
year and they have made the TFX, you know, when there hasn't been any 
scandal. But, anyway, I thought that it was very good. 

Sec. Gilpatric: Thanks very much, Mr. President. 

President:  Fine, Ros, okay. 




