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July 30, 1963 

Dictabelt 24B, Item 24B2 

JFK:        Hello.  

Rusk:1

JFK:        Oh, Dean I've got, I'm just here with O'Brien

   Yes, sir. 

2

Rusk:       Right. 

 . . . 

JFK: . . . about these senators.  Now are we … Am I supposed to. . . . I got a 
memorandum from Dutton3

Rusk:       Well, I just think that we ought to give them a telephone call. Now we could 
help do that from here if you like. 

 saying that, uh, been [words unintelligible] but 
basically the White House would invite them before any public 
announcement. 

JFK:       Well, I thought we oughta get it, you know there's a UP4 story or AP5 story 
saying that Hickenlooper6 and Dirksen7

Rusk: Right. 

 won't go if they are asked. 

JFK:        So I thought the quicker the better. 

Rusk:       Well, that's right and it seems to me rather than fool around and sort of 
reaching out into left field for somebody like Keating8

JFK: Yeah. 

 or somebody, we go 
with these three Democrats and two Republicans. And then if the Republicans 
appear, appear to be niggardly about this, I think they'll be the ones to suffer. 

                                                 
1 Dean Rusk, secretary of state. 
2 Lawrence F. O'Brien, special assistant to the president. 
3 Frederick G. Dutton, assistant secretary of state for congressional relations. 
4 United Press International. 
5 Associated Press. 
6 Bourke B. Hickenlooper, senator from Iowa.     
7 Everett McKinley Dirksen, senator from Illinois. 
8 Kenneth B. Keating, senator from New York. 
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Rusk: Because I think there's going to be a very strong public support for this. 

JFK: Well now, what do you want to do about getting it nailed down? 

Rusk: Well, I think that, uh, is Larry there?  

JFK: Yeah. 

Rusk: I think between Larry and, uh, Fred Dutton and myself we can call each one 
of these right quick and confirm that they are invited and will go and then 
we'll put the announcement out . . . 

JFK: But . . .  

Rusk: . . . from the White House tonight. 

JFK: Well, should we do it right now? Wait a second, here's Larry. 

O'Brien: Hello. 

Rusk: Yes, I'd, I'd like to, for us to get telephone calls to each one of these people 
confirming officially that they are being invited, getting their acceptances and 
putting out the announcement tonight. 

O'Brien: Oh, you want to go ahead and do that? 

Rusk: Oh, yeah. 

O'Brien: Okay. 

Rusk: Right? 

O'Brien: Fine. 

Rusk: Now who's going to do that? 

O'Brien: Well, I thought it'd probably be just, well for you to do it. 

Rusk: Well, all right I'll . . .  

O'Brien: I think that there's . . . 
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Rusk: . . . get hold of Fred Dutton and we'll, uh, we'll divide this up, and go right at 
it. 

O'Brien: Well, you have five involved. 

Rusk: Well, I'll tell you, why don't you call, why don't you call, uh, uh, Fulbright and 
Saltonstall9

O'Brien: All right. 

 . . . 

Rusk: . . .  and I'll call, uh, I'll call, uh, uh, Humphrey,10 uh, Pastore11 and, uh, 
Aiken.12

O'Brien: All right.  

 

Rusk:       Okay? 

O'Brien: Okay. And listen, when the, uh, let's clear it out as soon as you're, I'm 
complete I'll be back . . . 

Rusk: Right. 

O'Brien: . . . to you, and, uh . . . 

Rusk: Same thing. I'll come back to you. 

O'Brien: I got Fulbright and Saltonstall and then we want to get it out tonight. 

Rusk: Right. Now Saltonstall is gonna want to know who else is going. 

O'Brien: Well, then you'll have to kind of check back on Aiken to be sure, don't you, 
before . . . 

Rusk: That's right. And you, you, uh. . . . Well, no, Aiken told me that he wouldn't 
say no. 

O'Brien: All right. Okay. 

                                                 
9 Leverett Saltonstall, senator from Massachusetts. 
10 Hubert H. Humphrey, senator from Minnesota. 
11 John O. Pastore, senator from Rhode Island.  
12 George D. Aiken, senator from Vermont. 
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Rusk: But I think you oughta say that, uh, rather than, uh, delay in, for further 
negotiations or discussion, we thought that in, given the make up of the 
Senate, that three Democrats, two Republicans would be, would be good and 
that he and Aiken would be . . . 

O'Brien: All right. 

Rusk: . . . good on the Republican side. 

O'Brien: Okay. 

Rusk: Bye. 

O'Brien: Bye. 




