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March 6, 1963 

Dictabelt 10A, Item 10A7 

JFK: Hello.  

Katzenbach1

JFK: Nick, what do you think of the, uh, bomb Graham? 

: Hello, Mr. President. 

Katzenbach: Huh. Not very much. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Katzenbach: The, uh, . . . uh, . . . the problems that he raises or discusses in there are 
problems that, uh, uh, were thought of and discussed at length before we went 
ahead with this corporation, and every one of them is anticipated, or in the 
statute itself. Uh, and, uh, what he fears coming to pass could only come to 
pass if nobody, uh, did their job . . . nobody in the government did their job. 

JFK: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. 

Katzenbach: That's the short answer to it, and that can be . . . 

JFK: I wonder if we would have been better off with a government corporation? 

Katzenbach: I, uh, think the one way of making sure that AT&T ran that would have been 
to have a government corporation. 

JFK: Yes. They would have. 

Katzenbach: Because you'd then had, uh, the one . . . the one . . .  

JFK: [unintelligible] 

Katzenbach: . . . we have seventy percent of the use would have been on contract to AT&T. 

JFK: Yeah. 
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Katzenbach: And they just would of never had to invest, [several words over-ridden by 
JFK] 

JFK: Well, I think we oughta . . . I tell you what . . . Graham is now . . . I mean, uh, 
uh, Clark Clifford's reading it. I think we oughta get up an answer, which 
Pastore might make, or which somebody else might make, that would sort of 
respond to these points, so we will have it available in case, ‘cause I 
understand now he wants to print it Friday. 

Katzenbach: Yeah. I hope he doesn't. For his . . . for his sake I really hope he doesn't. 

JFK: Well . . . well, I really think it would be harmful for everybody, . . . 

Katzenbach: Yeah. 

JFK: . . . ‘cause the hearings begin Monday. Now, the only thing . . . he does in his 
final suggestion is . . . It's awfully weak. He goes in like a lion and comes out 
like a lamb. His final suggestion is that we just . . . we have six directors who 
are full time. I mean, that's hardly a very adequate reform, and that's all he's 
suggesting, isn't it? 

Katzenbach: Yeah. 'Course what I have wanted, and . . . and all along we have been 
pushing on, is to get management, because the director shouldn't be doing this, 
Mr. President. . . . 

[end of belt; continued on 10B1.] 




