


2 

March 7, 1963 

Dictabelt 11A, Item 11A5 

Operator: [Words unintelligible.] 

Speaker ?: Is it real bad? 

JFK: What about that decision he joined in on that Mississippi, on that Louisiana 
statute about the race being on the ballot? 

Katzenbach:1

JFK: Yeah. 

 Uh, that was not good.  

Katzenbach: And, uh, his handling. . . . He reopened Skelly Wright's2

JFK: Yeah. He hasn't been too bad? 

 school business. But 
actually that's worked out better than, uh, than I thought it was going to. 

Katzenbach: And he hasn't been impossible, no. 

JFK: Yeah. Which one, the one from Mississippi has been? 

Katzenbach: Uh, Cox3

JFK: Wh- . . . 

 has not been good. 

Katzenbach: He's been sitting on a great many things. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Katzenbach: Uh, our other appointments down there have, uh, uh, have done pretty well . . . 

JFK: Are they? 

Katzenbach: . . . [really?]. I don't think we have anything to be embarrassed about on that.  

                                                 
1 Nicholas deB. Katzenbach.  
2 J. Skelly Wright. 
3 William Harold Cox. 
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JFK:          Yeah. Yeah. 

Katzenbach: Uh, we had as much trouble from, from Republican appointees down there as 
we do . . . 

JFK: Have we? 

Katzenbach: . . . from, from the Democrats. Sure. 

JFK: All right. All right. 

Katzenbach: Of course, they're all. . . . In Mississippi, they're all Eastland's4

JFK: Yeah, why don't we see if we could get somebody. . . . Could you get one of 
your boys to get up a memo on sort of the Republicans and Democrats 'cause 
I, this might get to be one of those issues they keep talking about? 

 anyhow. 

Katzenbach: Sure. 

JFK: So I'll be able to talk about in case it comes up again. 

Katzenbach: Will do. 

JFK: Thanks a. . . . What about the, uh, uh, the Interhandel?5  I see Drew's6

Katzenbach: Well, I didn't see it this morning [words unintelligible]. Well, I knew he 
would be. 

 on that 
again. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Katzenbach: For sure. Yeah.  

JFK: All right.  Okay.  Good. 

Katzenbach: He's a. . . . It's a matter of principle with him. 

JFK: Yeah. Okay.  

                                                 
4 James Eastland. 
5 Interhandel AG. 
6 Drew Pearson. 
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Katzenbach: He never settles. 

 JFK: Righto. 

Katzenbach: Okay.  

[Sound of phone being hung up.]   

Operator: Hello. 




